
LIFEGROUP NOTES FOR THE March 16, 2008 SERMON 

The Cross: What Jesus Christ Did  
David Colp, Lead Pastor 

Text: Colossians 2:13-15 
(It may be helpful to read the Bible text, then commentary to prepare for our discussion) 

 
COMMENTARY:  (from the Life Application Bible) 
Colossians 2:13-15 Before we believed in Christ, our nature was evil. We disobeyed, rebelled, and 
ignored God (even at our best, we did not love him with all our heart, soul, and mind). The Christian, 
however, has a new nature. God has crucified the old rebellious nature (Romans 6:6) and replaced it 
with a new loving nature (Col. 3:9-10). The penalty of sin died with Christ on the cross. God has declared 
us not guilty, and we need no longer live under sin’s power. God does not take us out of the world or 
make us robots—we will still feel like sinning, and sometimes we will sin. The difference is that before we 
were saved, we were slaves to our sinful nature; but now we are free to live for Christ (see Galatians 
2:20). 
 
 2:14 The written code that was canceled was the legal demands of the Old Testament law. The law 
opposed us by its demands for payment for our sin. Though no one can be saved by merely keeping that 
code, the moral truths and principles in the Old Testament still teach and guide today. 
 
 

Discussion Openers:  
1. Where do you frequently see crosses displayed? 
2. What thoughts come to mind when you see crosses in various locations? 
 

Looking at the Text: 
3. Read Colossians 2:13-15.  What was our status when God intervened? (v.13) 
4. What did God do for us? (v. 13) 
5. Describe your personal experience of “being made alive with Christ”. 
6. What was the written code? 
7. How did God cancel the written code? (v.14) 
8. Why was it impossible for us to be saved by following the law?  (See Romans 3:20-24) 
9. What does it mean to you to know that Christ has triumphed over powers and authorities? 
 

Life Application:  
10.  How will you keep the importance of the cross in the forefront of your mind this Easter 

season? 
 
For Further Study: 
 Read Ephesians 2:1-10.  According to this passage why did God make us alive with 
Christ?   (v.4, 7, 10) 
 
 
 
 

Visit the Good Word bookstore in the Gathering Area for excellent books that support our teaching 
ministry. You can also order CDs of the sermon on Sundays you are absent. Or check out our website at 
www.myfirstchurch.com for sermon pod casts and Sunday bulletins. — Lead Pastor David Colp 


