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CARNAVAL 2001 
JOIN IN THE FUN! 

By Jan McDermott 

For most people of the Mission 

District, Camaval is an annual 

parade, ushering in the summertime 

with its warm weather and festivals all 

over the city. You may remember being 

surprised by the variety of music and 

dance from group to group, and when you 

focus your camera on individuals, the vari¬ 

ety of colors, races, ages, and sizes of the 

people who present themselves for your 

enjoyment. Even the weather is variable; 

usually it’s hot and sunny, but some years, 

it’s been cold, windy, or even rainy. (Only 

the fact that the parade is on Memorial 

Day Sunday, - May 27 this year - remains 

constant.) 

For me, it’s one of the greatest high¬ 

lights of the year, because I see it from the 

inside. Whichever group I join, I learn the 

customs, dress, and music of a different 

country. I meet people who have known 

Camaval all their lives, who have it in 

their blood. I also meet dedicated individ¬ 

uals who have studied and immersed 

themselves in a different culture, whose 

lives have changed totally because of 

Camaval. They are some of the most 

inspiring people I’ve ever met. They are 

the contingent leaders and directors, and 

the Kings and Queens of Camaval. They 

are larger than life, charismatic visionaries 

who make things happen 

You can witness this by joining a 

group. You will see a motley group of 

strangers molded into a cohesive, beautiful 

contingent, moving to the music that the}' 
love. 

All groups welcome newcomers with 

open arms. By the time you read this, 

some, like Academicos da Estrada Real, 

will be perfecting intricate choreography, 

but can use you as a volunteer or monitor. 

Others, however, are open to dancers till 

the very last minute. Sambcijo, for exam¬ 

ple, has a place for everyone, no matter 

how late you join. For as little as $20, they 

will give you a Sambeijo T-shirt and show 

you their easy-to-leam choreography. 

Their colors are gold and red, representing 

a phoenix and the rebirth of art in the 

Mission. They are having a Camaval party 

Sunday, May 20th, at the Justice League. 

Check their website, www sambeijo.com 
for more information. 

MaraReggae welcomes all, until the 

costumes run out Just dancing in that 

hugely popular group, led by beautiful 

Rhonda Stagnaro Low, is the experience of 

a lifetime. This year the Bateria, led by 

Mestre Low, sounds better than ever. One 

marvelous thing about this group is that 

they practice in the Park every weekend in 

May. If you are having a picnic in the area, 

you are in for a treat. Information: 621- 
0643. 

Another group to consider is All Ah 
We, presenting traditional characters from 

Trinidad, to the beat of live drums. How 

would you like to be a drunken sailor, a 

delicate bat, or a well-endowed lady? This 

group provides the added bonus of a mask 

camp, where you can go in the evening to 

help make the costumes. This not only a 

social experience, but also a learning expe¬ 

rience. Do check the website www.allah- 
we.org for upcoming parties. 

D’Midas, the multiple Grand Prize 

winner, has the latest Soca hits. Believe 

me, they are the best songs to come out of 

Trinidad in years. Dancing down Mission 

Street to their tunes is a heavenly experi¬ 

ence. They will let you join as late as one 

week before Camaval, but “de sooner de 

better.” If you can’t afford a trip to 

Trinidad, this is the next best thing. This 

group is active all year, with monthly pre- 

Camaval parties, a Halloween party, and a 

New Year’s Eve party. You can get an idea 

By Victor Miller 

St Luke’s Hospital is on life support 

and stays open only because of a 

$1,000,000 monthly cash infusion 

provided as part of a pending affiliation 

agreement with Sutter Health, a healthcare 

chain that includes 29 hospitals. “St. 

Luke’s will be dead in 5 months without 

the affiliation,” said Episcopal Bishop 

William Swing, a member of St Luke’s 

board of directors, at an April 16 commu¬ 

nity meeting on the affiliation held by 

Attorney General Bill Lockyer. 

Sutter’s reputation for cutting services 

and reducing care levels at its member 

hospitals (see New Mission News March 

2001) has raised concerns that St Luke’s 

131 year charitable mission to the commu- 

of what they do by attending one of their 

parties; or go to www dmidasintemation- 

al.homestead.com. 

Fogo na Roupa attracts people from 

all over the Bay Area, with classes here in 

the Mission, in Oakland, the Yucatan and 

Brazil. Teaching many kinds of Brazilian 

dance, drumming, and Capoeira, Carlos 

Aceituno is a man of many talents. 

Rehearsals were in full swing by 

December, and of course by now, they are 

on fire with Camaval excitement. Their 

hotline is 510-464-5999. Check 

www.gofogo.com 

Continued on Page 4 

nity will be abandoned (more than 40% of 

its patients are below the poverty line) and 

its neighborhood clinics closed down. 

The San Francisco Health 

Commission has labeled the affiliation 

“detrimental”, in part because of the 

uncertain status affiliation holds for St. 

Luke’s emergency room. St. Luke’s now 

plays a vital back up role for San Francisco 

General when that facility’s emergency 

department is overwhelmed and must 

divert patients to other hospitals. A resolu¬ 

tion was sent by the S.F. Board of 

Supervisors to Attorney General Lockyer, 

who must approve the affiliation, urging 

him to do so only with stringent condi¬ 

tions. SEIU Local 250, representing 400 

Continued on Page 5 

St. Luke’s fight for survival goes on 
Board of Supervisors and Local 250 question affiliation with Sutter Health 



2 MAY. 2001 New Mission News 

titar-rarii 

Open 9am-9pm 
EVERYDAY 

Thur 

No discounts on 

tflinchecKs. 

Venta de dias de Mojifl 
^ Martes 22 de MayqB 

r >Miarcoles 23 de MaW 
M Jueves 24jte Mayo 

10% de desjcOWHo en todo* 

fOsteoporosis Preventions 
& Treatment Lecture 

& Bone Density Screening 
with Kiki Powers, M.S. 

Friday May 4th 
10am-11am (lecture) 

llam-lpm (screening) 

"Corporate Chemicals 
Cause Cancer" 

\ Tuesday May 8th . 
A @ 6:00pm / 
* \with Raven Light/ 

reexistentes 

FRANCISCO • 

M'ainbowgrocer] 

fuCHT 

1*1 ■*'SijM wLj*m jjBm ■■ # m*'If 
IJpg fa 11 1 Efg 9| f: Nl I 

Ar rsrdr l tr tf i 



New Mission News MAY. 2001 3 

My name is Maria Evirginia 

Hernandez. 

I was bom in Costa Rica in 1930 and 

May 13 is going to be my birthday — and 

Mother's Day too. I arrived in San 

Francisco on January the 9th, 1949.1 came 

by myself, without other family members, 

in a boat. The boat trip was the most bor¬ 

ing trip I ever had! Nine straight days, 

without stopping anywhere. It landed in 

Los Angeles. My aunt and my uncle who 

sponsored me came to pick me up. Then 

we had to take a train for eight hours to get 

to San Francisco. 

In 1950,1 got married -- but my hus¬ 

band didn't want my kids so I had to raise 

them by myself. I moved here, to this 

building on 25th and Hampshire, in 1962. 

I remember Mr. Kennedy was killed and I 

was living here already...it was terrible. 

And when I think of them I feel complete¬ 

ly sad, completely lost 

Now I am applying for the senior 

apartments. I went to see one near the 

Cow Palace, but I didn't like it because you 

don't see people walking, you don't see 

cars passing. There is no store where you 

can go to buy a loaf of bread or milk. And 

another one in South San Francisco, it's the 

same thing. You have to depend on the 

bus to take you shopping. I am not used to 

that. I did see one apartment in 

Fisherman's Wharf that my son said 

maybe would be nice for me because it's 

got shopping and more people walking 

around. At least I can see people. 

Here I can go to the backyard and see 

people hanging clothes on the line and 

hear them talking. And I can look out the 

window and see many people passing by 

in cars. It's nice. Or I can walk one block 

Maria Evirginia Hernandez Photo by Gary Stenger 

and there are a lot of people walking. I lived with somebody else, I wouldn't care 

That's what I like, because I live alone. If because I would have company. 

In those days, the neighborhood used 

to be very nice, very clean and there were 

many Italian families living in the neigh¬ 

borhood. And Mission Street was fun and 

beautiful.You could walk during the night 

and it wasn't dangerous. I used to go to a 

lot of movies on Mission Street at night, at 

the New Mission Theatre on Mission near 
22nd street. 

I used to do all my shopping on 

Mission Street: clothes for my kids, the 

dress shop, Woolworth’s. I still love it here 

because I only need to walk one block (to 

24th Street) to do my shopping. The hos¬ 

pital is close too, and my church is also 

just one block away. 

In those days I worked in Daly City, 

doing laundry, and then I worked at the 

Olympic Country Club as a maid for 15 

years. I retired in 1993, after they sudden¬ 

ly cut my hours when they changed man¬ 

agers. I couldn't live on four hours, but I 

managed to work for one more year until I 

retired. 

My neighbors in the building and I, 
we are like one family. We all feel very 
sad because we have to separate from each 
other and we don't know where we are 
going to go. The one who is especially 
close to me lives next door. She comes to 
eat dinner with me. 

When we received the [Ellis Act] 
notice, she got very sad, very depressed. 
So she came and asked me for help. So we 
share dinners. She is the one who found 
the job for me at the Olympic Club, 
because she worked there for many years. 
If it weren't for her, I probably wouldn't 
even have any Social Security, or hospital 
plan, or the small pension from the union 
(Local #2, Hospitality Industry). 

I worked very hard all my life in San 
Francisco to have all my things that cost 
me money, and now I have to get rid of 
them all...like the furniture. I was happy 
here. I remember all the good things that 
happened all my life: having parties on 
Christmas and holidays and inviting my 
family, making tamales for Christinas, and 
all of those things I'm going to miss 
because, wherever I am going to move, I 
wont be able to do those things any more. 
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Carnaval Continued from Page 1 
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would you buy fish 
from just anybody? 

Probably not...especially after you visit 
Mission Market Fish & Poultry. 
Family owned and operated in the Mission District for 22 years, 
Bob still buys fresh local fish early each morning. We cook fresh 
crab right on the premises, and are happy to clean, crack, 
butterfly, slice, or fillet your selections just the way you like them. 

<\nd don't forget to check out 

Dur wide selection of 
:alifornia-grown poultry. 

2590 Mission Street 
5an Francisco (415) 282-3331 
Inside the Mission Market Food Mall FISH & POULTRY 

Academicos da Estrada Real, with 
directors Josephine Morada and Rudy 
Ortiz, is planning a Rio de Janeiro style 
extravaganza, with feathers and elegant, 
dazzling costumes. They are showcasing 
the Bateria, also outfitted in expensive 
uniforms, which will play an elaborate 
arrangement inspired by first-hand 
Brazilian experiences. This Escola prides 
itself on presenting the most authentic Rio 
de Janeiro-style Samba School Pageant 
Get your cameras ready! Contact them at 
452-8114. 

For Salsa lovers, Ruben Aponte will 
provide the best dance music of Cuba, 
Puerto Rico, and Dominican Republic. His 
presentations are always dazzling, and 
most impressive is the caliber of dancing 
and showmanship. His hope is to have 100 

dancers in his group. If last year’s float is 
any indication, his group. We are Fire, 
will be showstoppers. He accepts latecom¬ 
ers; call 807-5353 or go to www .latin- 
cabaretcom. 

The Mission Cultural Center is cov¬ 
ering all bases with Salsa, Flamenco, and 
Hip-Hop Jazz in combinatioa The infor¬ 
mation number is 821-1155. They are also 
looking for artists of all types, to help with 
the float The salsa choreographer is Jaime 
Martinez, a high-energy fitness and dance 
instructor, and a former King of Carnaval. 
You can join SalsaZona by calling 821- 

0188. 

Birds of Paradise is presenting their 
array of gorgeous, feathery costumes and 
wonderful Samba. Check their website at 
www birdsSF.com 

As Pernas com Alma will not be in 
Carnaval this year. They were asked to 
perform onstage at the Civic Center, so 
you can catch their fabulous act there. 

For many years, we have had the plea¬ 
sure of two Bolivian groups. One, Bolivia 
Andina Caporales, comes all the way 
from Los Angeles. The other, Renacer 
Folklorico Bolivia, portrays the old tradi¬ 
tional dances and music from their coun¬ 
try. Both present tight choreography, acro¬ 
batic moves, and interesting costumes, and 
give us a chance to see yet another cultur¬ 
al expression. 

Nowhere else in the world do you find 
such diverse cultural groups participating 
in the same Carnaval. This is something 
that makes the Bay Area special, and it is 
something in which you can take an active 
part. Get involved in a group. Party with 
another group, or two. Keep yourself post¬ 
ed on the cultural happenings here. Make 
new friends. Leam new dances. See and 
feel how we are all one. 

On Sunday, May 27 (he Grand Parade will 

begin at 10 a.m. at 24th and Bryant Great 

photo opportunities abound if you are there by 

then. The music is already playing, setting the 

festive mood. The parade goes along 24th 

Street, turns right onto Mission Street and con¬ 

tinues to 14th Street Along with talented local 

groups, there will be many international contin¬ 

gents, among them Brazilian, Trinidadian, and 

Bolivian. 

At the Civic Center, from 11 a.m. until 6 

p.m., there will be a festival. Admission is $5. 

Three stages will provide entertainment Oscar 

de Leon is the Headliner; check www.latinba- 

yarea.com for the latest information, or call 

MECCA at 826-1401. 
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St. Luke’s struggle Continued from Page 1 

St Luke’s workers, lias proposed almost 
identical conditions. 

There lias also been a non-specific 
pledge from Director of Public Health Dr. 
Mitch Katz that “the City won’t let St. 

Luke’s go under” should the Sutter deal 
fall apart Health officials are concerned 
because Sutter will control 42% of all hos¬ 
pital beds in the city after the affiliation. If 
Sutter should drastically reduce services at 
its San Francisco locations, the impact on 
public health facilities would be disas¬ 
trous. Right now everything hinges on the 
attorney general’s approval, disapproval, 
or conditional approval, which will be 
announced sometime this summer. 

Patch Adams theyYe not 
A lot of people don’t like Sutter Health. 
Dr. William Kirby, chief of staff at Sutter 
Auburn Faith Hospital, a Sutter affiliate, 
labels it “the most malicious, two-faced, 
duplicitous organization I have ever dealt 
with.” Sal Roselli, president of SEIU, 
accused Sutter of having a “ten year histo¬ 
ry of broken promises.” 

In fact, the affiliation agreement with 
St. Luke’s results directly from bad prac¬ 
tices by Sutter. Sutter affiliate California 
Pacific Medical Center entered into an 
exclusive arrangement for managed 
patient care with Brown & Toland that 
caused an exodus of patients from St. 
Luke’s and contributed to its current rev¬ 
enue crisis. St Luke’s sued and, rather 
than risk a huge court loss, Sutter opted for 
the affiliation agreement. 

Sutter’s liability ceiling, which both 
parties have managed to keep secret must 
have been enormous because the affilia¬ 
tion gives St. Luke’s $52 million over a 
ten-year period while Sutter picks up the 
tab for a $20 million retrofit. In a letter to 
St. Luke’s board of directors. Supervisor 
Tom Ammiano properly noted the cyni¬ 
cism of all this: “We understand Sutter’s 
affiliation proposal not as a magnanimous 
gesture but a shrewd use of its substantial 
payments in settlement of St. Luke’s anti¬ 
trust lawsuit, to strengthen its hold on the 
San Francisco healthcare market” 

From the community’s point of view 
the main questions are: will St. Luke’s 
board of directors retain control of its own 
hospital and will there be a binding com¬ 
mitment to maintain the current level of 
care and community service? 

Board games 
The affiliation agreement leaves the St 
Luke’s current board of directors intact 
and adds two new members representing 
Sutter Health, so Sutter has only two votes 

out of 26. Tire St Luke’s board nominates 
new members or continues old ones in 
office. However, Sutter not only has power 
of approval over these nominees but can 
reject them and nominate its own candi¬ 

dates. 

If St. Luke’s and Sutter cannot agree on a 
nominee, they enter into a mediation 
process; if there is no agreement after 60 
days, Sutter’s nominees are elected to the 
board. In materials submitted to the 
Attorney General by Local 250, the union 
contends this “grants Sutter the ultimate 
power to control the future composition of 
SL Luke’s Hospital Board.” 

Jack Fries, St. Luke’s CEO, sees this 
as a very remote possibility. “Not once in 
its history has Sutter rejected the nominee 
of a local board,” he said. Fries also point¬ 
ed out the majority of Sutter Health’s own 
15 member governing board consists of 
representatives of affiliated hospitals who, 
out of self-interest if nothing else, would 
not go along with seeing one of their own 
disenfranchised. Fries maintains Sutter’s 
right to approve board nominees is neces¬ 
sary, insists “there can be no affiliation 

without it,” and labels demands by the 
union and the supervisors to restrict 
Sutter’s power in this regard as deal break¬ 
ers. 

Sutter may not have stacked any 
boards, but it has dissolved at least one. 
When Sutter purchased Roseville 
Community Hospital in the Sacramento 
area they promised to respect local control, 
but in 1996 Sutter merged the boards of 
Roseville and Auburn Faith Hospitals into 
a regional board. The regional board, to 
the annoyance of staffers such as Dr. 
Kirby, set new rules and regulations for the 
practice of medicine and assumed the 
power to suspend doctors. Kirby and other 
doctors complained to the state and even¬ 
tually got Sutter to back down. 

Money power 
The matter of local control directly 
impacts the level of patient care. The 
Sutter/ St. Luke’s affiliation gives Sutter 
control over St. Luke’s budget The local 
board prepares and submits its budget to 
Sutter, which can then refuse to fully fund 
it. The local board would then have to 
decide which services to cut. Sutter’s rep¬ 
resentatives disingenuously claim they do 
not make decisions about reducing or 
eliminating services, claiming that this 
power is reserved for the local boards. But 
Sutter can make budget cuts that make ser¬ 
vice reductions inevitable. 

Fries is adamant about who will con¬ 
trol medical decisions under the new 
arrangement “Sutter approves the budget 
but they will not micromanage. I’m not 
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saying they will have no control, but our 
board will have the exclusive right to 
expand and add new services in accor¬ 
dance with the needs of the community 
and the economic realities of St. Luke’s.” 

In one well-publicized case Sutter did 
micromanage. A suit by the Marin 
Healthcare District claims that after Sutter 
leased Marin General Hospital they violat¬ 
ed a specific clause of the lease not to cut 
services without holding a public hearing. 
The violation came to tight after the death 
of a patient who could not be treated at 
Marin General because Sutter had elimi¬ 
nated on-call neurological services. 

The Board of Supervisors’ resolution 
calls for St. Luke’s to retain budgetary 
control and requires “clinical services and 
hospital departments be maintained and 
operated at current or greater levels for at 
least five years subsequent to any affilia¬ 
tion” St. Luke’s sees this as too broad 
and restrictive. What happens if tomorrow 
a one for diabetes is discovered? Would 
the hospital be legally obligated to operate 
a diabetes clinic for five years? So far, 
ironclad language for maintaining service 
levels doesn’t appear in either the affilia¬ 
tion agreement or the supervisors’ resolu¬ 
tion, but it may come out of the attorney 
general’s review. 

Less than 1% for charity care 
Charitable care is another area where 
Sutter doesn’t especially shine. The $3.5 
billion Sutter Health behemoth dedicates 
less than 0.6% of its revenues to charitable 
care, while Luke’s sets aside 3.9 %. When 
California Pacific Medical Center joined 
Sutter they caught Sutter’s stingy habits 
and reduced charitable care by 50%. 
Mindful of the CPMC example, the super¬ 
visors want charitable care to stay at $6 
million a year or 3.9 % of revenue, 
whichever is greater. The affiliation 
agreement commits SL Luke’s to $6.4 mil- 
tion/year, a four-year average taken from 
1995-99. Since this is a fixed dollar 
amounL over the coming years it will be 
eaten away by inflation. 

For St. Luke’s employees the affilia¬ 
tion means their pension fund could at 
some point be determined by Sutter to be 
overfunded. The “overfunding “ could 
then be used “for the benefit of St. Luke’s 
Hospital” but not necessarily for the 
employees of SL Luke’s Hospital, a dis¬ 
tinction that understandably has Local 250 
irate. 

Outflow and inflow 
Sutter also has an Equity Cash Transfer 
Policy which allows them transfer to their 
corporate entity any cash the affiliates 
have on hand in excess of 14 days’ operat¬ 
ing expenses. This has amounted to as 
much as $65 million a year flowing out of 
the affiliates and into Sutter central. 

This policy conflicts with SL Luke s 
longstanding commitment of its resources 
to the Mission, South of Market and 
Bayview communities. The supervisors 
and the union want the policy out of the 
affiliation agreement but it’s an implicit 
part of the pooled-assets aspect of affiliate 
status, the flipside of which is the $50 mil¬ 
lion dollar inflow to St. Luke’s from 
Sutter. 

Overall, the affiliation looks tike a 
dangerous step for SL Luke’s, one that will 
entail eternal vigilance to keep the hospital 
community-friendly. “What are our 
options besides this? Before November 
[when Sutter’s monthly payments began) 
we were bouncing paychecks every pay 
period. Nothing is as bad as that. 
Compared to that the affiliation is a piece 
of cake,” Fries said. 

The City and County of San Francisco 
is St. Luke’s only other partnership option 
But the city already has an ongoing oblig¬ 
ation to SF General that is funded inade¬ 
quately at levels well below those of a 
decade ago. Skeptics doubt the City can 
take on the added responsibility of keeping 
St. Luke’s afloat when its own house is not 
in order. 

One final possibility remains. If, for 
any reason, SL Luke’s and Sutter fail to 
finalize the affiliation by November 2001, 
the two parties are required to revisit the 
anti-trust lawsuit. St. Luke’s could, at that 
juncture, win a cash settlement substantial 
enough to keep the hospital solvent and 
independent 
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Housing Oportunities and missed opportunities: (1) 25lh and Guerrero (2)The Palm Broker (3) The 

old police station (4) Burned out units at 24th and Valencia (5) Parking lot (6) 24“1 and Mission 

How we can overcome barriers to 
affordable housing in the Mission 
A walking tour discloses 88 possibilities in just eight blocks 

by M. Toby Levine 

It’s tough to build and maintain afford¬ 
able housing in the Mission or in any 
part of the City. It is even difficult to 

build market-rate housing in this City's 
highly regulated and expensive construc¬ 
tion climate. The forces arrayed against 
any housing development often seem 
insurmountable. And yet, at every turn of 
the comer, there are opportunities. 

Before going too far into the Mission's 
housing opportunities as well as its barri¬ 
ers, knowing a few basic building cost fig¬ 
ures is essential in order to understand why 
housing is so expensive in this City and to 
figure out what is necessary to make the 
housing affordable. 

In San Francisco, a very modest two 
bedroom, one bath apartment, excluding 
profit, will cost approximately $275,000 to 
build - $60,000 per unit for the land; 
$65,000 in soft costs (permits, engineer¬ 
ing, and architecture, interest on construc¬ 
tion loans) and $150,000 in construction. 
If the apartment is to be a 3 bedroom, add 
$25,000. The monthly carrying cost of 
$275,000. at current interest rates would 
be $1464. (presuming an 80% mortgage, 
30-year amortization at 7% per annum 

interest) 
So, if you wanted to make that unit 

affordable, i.e. no more than 1/3 the 
monthly income of a low or moderate 
income renter, the cost of building the unit 
would have to be underwritten by some 
entity (the government, a non-profit hous¬ 
ing coiporation, through tax credits or a 
philanthropic group) or you would need to 
find a way to reduce the development 

costs. 
If a renter earns $2000/month, his 

rent, according to HUD, should be no 
more that 1/3 or $666. per month in order 
for that renter to be able to pay for food, 
medical care and the other necessities of 
life. So, the subsidy to make that apart¬ 
ment affordable would be $798. per 
month. Also, a monthly building mainte¬ 
nance cost of at least $300 would have to 
be added to the subsidy, making a total 
subsidy of $1098 per month or $13,176. 
year. The point of all this math is that cre¬ 
ating affordable housing is very costly in 
San Francisco. Our first and foremost bar¬ 
rier to providing affordable housing is the 

cost 

Tlie walking tour 
To prove that it is possible to create afford¬ 
able housing in the Mission, we're going to 
take a short walk from our home in the 
Southwest Mission to the 24th Street 
BART station looking for affordable hous¬ 
ing opportunities as we go. By the time we 
finish this walk, we will have found 
eighty-eight potential housing units in 
eight blocks. 

(1) On the comer of 26th and 
Guerrero, a veiy large family flat over a 
groceiy store has been empty for many, 
many months while the owner has been 
remodeling and upgrading the property, 
including a seismic upgrade. (A seismic 
upgrade of a two-unit building, not includ¬ 
ing new foundations, will typically cost 
$35,000 - $40,000.) The owner has proba¬ 
bly spent a princely sum to do the rehabil¬ 

itation. When he finishes, the new tenant 
will, no doubt, be paying a princely sum to 
pay for the cost of the improvements. This 
certainly won't be an affordable housing 
unit. 

However, if the City had in place a 
low cost loan fund for owners to use to 
rehabilitate properties in exchange for 
keeping the rents modest or agreeing to 
accept families receiving Section 8 rent 
subsidies, then it could be possible for an 
old and tired unit like this one to be 
upgraded and rented to low and moderate 
income persons. Such a plan once existed 
in parts of the Haight, Bernal Heights and 
in the Duboce Triangle in the 70s. 

Even Mission Housing Development 
Corporation, early in its career, made low 
cost loans available to resident owners to 
bring properties up-to-code. Such a plan 
becomes even more essential in light of the 
recent vote barring housing rehabilitation 
costs from being passed on to tenants in 
the form of rent increases. 

(2) From here, we'll walk down 
Guerrero to the Palm Broker. This is a 
large empty site (in terms of housing, but 
not of palms). The owner at one time had 
planned to create 9 large faux Victorian 
family flats. That plan isn't on the drawing 
boards any longer, and since the magic 
number in terms of affordable require¬ 
ments is ten, there would be no affordable 
requirement placed on this 9-unit project 
under the current laws. (Currently, 10% of 
all housing in new construction of ten units 
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or more must be made affordable or a pay¬ 
ment must be made to the City's affordable 
housing fund.) 

However, if an organization such as 
Habitat for Humanity were able to pur¬ 
chase the lot and build the 10 family units 
permitted on the site through their program 
of sweat equity, volunteer engineering, 
volunteer architecture and volunteers in 

general, the building costs would be 
dropped decisively, and ten low-income 
families could become home owners. 

Now, you might ask, why shouldn't 
one of the large, nonprofit housing devel¬ 
opers buy this site and build 10 affordable 
rental units or the 20 senior units that 
could be built here? The answer is that in 
order to take advantage of the economies 
of scale, the large non-profits need larger 
properties, whereas Habitat, which oper¬ 
ates on sweat equity and volunteerism, has 
preferred to work with smaller properties. 
So, this site could be ideal for them 

The old cop shop 
(3) We'll cross Guerrero, and walk to the 
backside of the old police station on 23rd 
and Valencia This is a really interesting 
case. The property stretches from Valencia 
to San Jose and is 11,774 square feet with 
a height limit of 50 feet This means that 
the developer could build 4 residential sto¬ 
ries over ground floor retail and parking. If 
the property had been sold to a local non¬ 
profit housing corporation, a combination 
of affordable housing types could have 
been built, including 25 units of family 
housing or 50 units of senior housing, or a 
combination of the two. 

The ground floor retail that would 
have been required on the Valencia Street 
side could have helped to underwrite a 
portion of the housing costs. Instead, the 
City sold the property to a private business 
for the modest sum of $560,000 in 1998. 

In the future, the City's Real Estate 
Department should be required to allow 
non-profit housing developers the right of 
first refusal on city-owned surplus land if 
the City is committed to building afford¬ 
able housing. This ought to include prop¬ 
erty owned by the school district, water 
department. Muni, and all other city agen¬ 
cies. The Board of Supervisors should- 
enact legislation to see that the loss of suit¬ 
able bousing sites does not continue. 

(4) At the comer of 24th and Valencia, 
there are four good-sized burned-out units 
above three viable businesses. The win¬ 
dows of the units have been boarded up for 
over two years. Derelict property such as 
this is an invitation to squatters and arson¬ 
ists, and is certainly not an asset to the 
businesses below nor to the surrounding 
residents. 

In considering sites like this one 
should ask, why has this happened? Does 
the owner not have insurance? Is the 
owner unable to pay for the rehabilitation? 
Perhaps the owner does not want residen¬ 
tial tenants any longer. Perhaps the income 
from the three retail establishments is suf¬ 
ficient and the owner feels he doesn't need 
the upstairs income. Maybe the owner is 
frightened by the maze of requirements 
and hurdles the City erects and doesn't 
even know where to begin. All of these 
answers are possible. 

One solution would be for the City to 
provide a housing ombudsman who works 
with owners of troubled buildings to assist 
in bringing their residential properties 
back onto the market If you look careful¬ 
ly, there are properties all over the Mission 
that have burned or become vacant, and 
have been left vacant Such properties 
should be returned to the housing stock in 
a fair and equitable manner. 

No interested seller 
(5) We'll continue tq walk south on 

Valencia Street to another empty lot that 
serves as parking for 18 cars. The lot is 
6300 square feet and backs onto an alley (a 
real advantage for housing development). 
With retail and parking on the ground 
floor, and three or four stories above, one 
could build twelve to eighteen two bed¬ 
room units. The lot is currently owned by 

a church that is planning to build a parking 
garage for their parishioners and for neigh¬ 
borhood use under certain circumstances. 
The church has no interest in building 
housing. This is another barrier. In order to 
build affordable housing, there needs to be 
an interested seller. 

(6) Now to the 24th Street BART sta¬ 
tion. Around the BART stations at 16th 
and at 24th, the height limit rises to 105 
feet which would allow for a 10 story 
building. On the south side of the 24th 
Street BART station, there are also alleys, 
which are a benefit to housing and busi¬ 
nesses in terms of parking and deliveries, 
since curb cuts are usually not permitted 
on Mission Street 

Now, one could say, wow! with such 
heights, and with the alleys present, a lot 
of units could be built if parcels of suffi¬ 
cient size could be assembled and the 
parking requirements reduced. Let's look 
at a couple of examples. One could, with 
the support of the owners, combine the 
phone store with the tacqueria (60 feet x 
llOfeet) and get 6,600 square feet per 
floor. Such a lot is not large enough to sup¬ 
port a 10-story building, but you could 
build 4 floors of housing over retail. This 
site could produce 36 small one bedroom 
units suitable for seniors, young people 
just starting in their work life, childless 
couples or even for students. 

However, to make these units afford¬ 
able, the subsidies outlined earlier would 
have to be available. Would it be worth¬ 
while for one of our housing corporations 
to undertake such a development? It is 
highly unlikely. And this brings up anoth¬ 
er barrier - lot size. If the lot is not large 
enough to achieve the necessary 
economies of scale, then height and densi¬ 
ty are not going to help. So, even though 
Mission Street has great potential in terms 
of adding units of affordable housing, 

there are barriers that will need to be over¬ 
come. 

Master planning, public education, 
and a concerted effort to work with owners 
would be a first step for Mission Street. If 
you walk Mission Street from 24th Street 
to 16 th Street, you will find that there are 
properties with a large footprint that could 
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be renovated for housing. This has been 
done in a few cases around 16th Street. 

The only other way that land has been 
successfully assembled to create large 
enough sites for economical housing has 
been through the Redevelopment Agency 
process. This is a long and complicated 
effort which can be successful in certain 
cases, for example South Beach. The 
Mission, though, has been fearful of this 
process and has rejected the redevelop¬ 
ment concept more than once. 

The NIMBY (actor 
Another barrier which has been difficult to 
overcome is opposition by neighbors to 
the building of housing, affordable or mar¬ 
ket-rate. We have seen this over and over 
again. No developer, whether for profit or 
non-profit, wants to suffer those slings and 
arrows; the defense costs are very high and 
the projects are put into jeopardy. The 
Mission has not been immune to such 
efforts on the part of neighbors. The 
NIMBY mentality still exists in spite of 
the fact that most San Franciscans would 
say that providing affordable housing is a 
number one concern for the quality of life 
in this City. 

How did our neighborhood walk score 
in terms of units? If we had sufficient sub¬ 
sidies and a fund for rehabilitation of units 
taken out of the housing market, our 
affordable score would be 88 units. And 
there are dozens of other affordable hous¬ 
ing opportunities available in this same 
small area. 

What can a resident who is concerned 
about developing more affordable housing 
do to promote housing? The first step is to 
be a realistic advocate for affordable hous¬ 
ing. Support your local non-profit housing 
corporations. Currently, in the Mission, 
there are three: Mission Housing 
Development Corporation, The Bernal 
Heights Neighborhood Housing 
Corporation arid Habitat for Humanity. 
Support your local church groups 

(Bethany Center) and other non-profits 
(Arriba Juntos) (Catholic Charities) who 
have also played an important role in 
building affordable housing in the Mission 
and who, with your support and encour¬ 
agement, may wish to continue. 

You can also be an advocate with the 
Board of Supervisors and the mayor for 
changing the housing climate in San 
Francisco. The City needs to be much 
more aggressive in identifying housing 
sites, assisting owners to work together in 
developing sites, and making certain that 
city-owned surplus properties do not dis¬ 
appear. The City should consider estab¬ 
lishing a loan fund for endangered housing 
units that includes affordability as a com¬ 
ponent This is an old idea that has been 
very successful in the past 

Community planning, which may 
calm the NIMBY nerves and create an 
understanding of the City's housing needs, 
could bring greater support in the neigh¬ 
borhood. SPUR and other organizations 
working through the Housing Action 
Coalition, Supervisor Leno and the 
Planning Department are nearing comple¬ 
tion of legislation which will improve the 
permit process and bring down housing 
costs. 

For housing along Mission Street, the 
parking requirement needs to be reduced. 
This could save $25,000 - $30,000 per 
parking stall in construction costs. The 

energy and know-how of the small resi¬ 
dential builders needs to be brought into 
the equation, and there are hundreds of 
other ideas to consider. 

However, in the end, there are really 
only two ways to assure affordable hous¬ 
ing: bring down the costs and provide the 
necessary subsidies to low and moderate 
income residents. 

M. Toby Levine is a Mission District home 

owner and former member of the San 

Francisco Planning Commission. 
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Dance Center 

Come Dance With Us at 
The Women’s Building 

3543 18th St. between Valencia and Guerrero 

Dance Workouts 
Tuesday and Thursday @ 10:30 am and 6:00 pm 

Saturday 10:00 am 

Beginning Hip Hop 
With Rebecca Weisser 

Saturday 11:00 am New Class! 

For a complete Rhythm and Motion Dance Center Schedule 
call 415-621-0643 or visit www.rhythmandmotion.com 

Get your first three Dance \yorkouts for Free! 
Call us to take advantage of this offer! 

The Rhythm and Motion Dance Center at 1133 Mission St offers workouts and dance 
classes for adults and kids. Classes include: W. African, Modem, Hip Hop, Brazilian, 

Swing, Tango, Jazz, Yoga, Flamenco and more. 
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Class Enemy 

UNFAIR RETURN 
by Joan Holden 

When I decided to criticize Prop. 
H in this newspaper, I asked the 
Editor if I could hide behind an 

(ironic) nom de plume. I knew that my 
left-wing history, far from earning me a 
hearing, would only get me called a turn¬ 
coat, and I wanted my argument, not my 
self, to be the issue. The Editor told me 
anonymity is a privilege he reserves for 
Silicon Satan. 

I wrote anyway, because I think the 
argument is important The response has¬ 
n’t surprised me. The S.F. Mime Troupe, 
for whom I write plays, is getting hate 
mail, typically saying, “I’ve enjoyed your 
plays for 25 years but I will never put 
another dollar in your hat now that I know 
Joan Holden is a bloodsucking landlord.” 
One message accused me of evicting an 
AIDS patient Some former friends from 
the Prop. L campaign now barely speak to 
me. Warren Hinckle welcomed me as a 
neo-neoconservative. Now Randy Shaw 
of the Tenderloin Housing Clinic accuses 
me of betraying my past. 

Shaw was recently picketed by his 
own allies for evicting tenants who didn’t 
pay rent, but I believed him when he said 
he had no choice. Now he says I’ve for¬ 
gotten the “no evictions” message of the 
SFMT’s song WE WON’T MOVE (by 
Bmce Barthol) and the 1977 play of which 
it was a part. Shaw’s memory, rewriting 
the show to fit his agenda, makes it about 
a family whose landlord wants them to pay 
for upgrades. THE HOTEL UNIVERSE, 
inspired by the struggle for the 

International Hotel, is actually about SRO 
tenants whose landlord wants to tear down 
their home. I thank him for remembering 
it as a powerful rallying cry, but not for 
invoking it instead of answering my argu¬ 
ment: that Prop H will cause more evic¬ 
tions than it will stop by driving small 
landlords out of business. 

This also is the argument of the Small 
Property Owners Association, who tried to 
roll back rent control. But I didn’t learn it 
from them: I learned it from my experi¬ 
ence of fixing a building. If you think it’s 
just whining, stop thinking about rich 
landlords and ask yourself: how can small 
ones, whose buildings bring them a few 

thousand a year and who can’t raise rents, 
pay for repairs costing tens of thousands? 

The Proposition H campaign was won 
on fairness: it’s unfair to make tenants pay 
to increase the value of their landlords’ 
investments. Absolutely—but where rents 
are strictly controlled, it’s fair to allow a 
modest increase to help defray the cost of 
necessary repairs. Even Prop. H grants the 
point, but it caps the increase at 40% of the 
Cost of Living Increase—in other words, a 
guaranteed loss—and calls that a “Fair 
Return.” 

This is fairness according to the same 
people who made sure the 65% of San 
Franciscans who are tenants would bear no 
share in the cost of fixing Laguna Honda 
Hospital, where all of us can go when 
we’re old and sick: it’s “fair” that the 
owner of a one-bedroom house in Bayview 
should pay, but the renter of a five-bed- 
room apartment on Russian Hill should 
not 

Yes, the old pass-through ruies need 
revision. Yes, S.F. property values keep 
increasing obscenely and owners who sell 
make out like bandits. But what about 
those who want to keep their buildings? 
I’m still waiting for the tenants’ movement 
to demonstrate either that Prop. H won’t 
force many small landlords to sell, or that 
this will be good for tenants. Also for an 
answer to the simple question: how will 
repairs get made? At least one of our pro¬ 
gressive Supervisors wonders also: the one 
who told me after the Board vote support¬ 
ing Prop. H, “I hated voting for that piece 
of crap: I know it’s a disaster; but there 
was no way to get out of it.” 

Peter Holden (no relation), respond¬ 
ing on the Letters page to my proposal that 
rent control be broadened—(applied to 
housing built after 1979)—rather than 
tightened, says this will make developers 
build condos instead of rental housing. 
They’re already doing that: restricting rent 
control to old buildings hasn’t seemed to 

help. 

Joan Holden, principal playwright of the 

San Francisco Mime Troupe from 1970 

until her retirement in 2000, wrote 3 anti¬ 

eviction plays for the Troupe: SAN FRAN 

SCANDALS (1973), THE HOTEL UNI¬ 

VERSE (1977), and CITY FOR SALE 

(1999). 
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Preservation, education or both? 
Theater proponents and college supporters unveil new plans 

By Victor Miller 

Plans to put a new City College cam¬ 
pus on the site currently occupied by 
the New Mission Theater and Value 

Giant (Mission Street between 21st and 
22nd) have gone through some dramatic 
changes in the last month. At a public 
meeting held at Horace Mann Middle 
School in Januaiy, City College represen¬ 
tatives presented one set of plans which 
drew the wrath of those who thought the 
New Mission Theater, which the college 
intended to demolish, should instead be 
incorporated into the design of the new 
facility. 

Preservationists under the banner of 
“Save the Mission Theater” urged City 
College to come up with alternative 
designs that retained the theater. 

At a subsequent hearing before the 
Board of Supervisors’ Rules Committee 
on April 12, City College presented three 
alternative plans that included the New 
Mission Theater, or portions of it The 
preservationists also unveiled their own 
plan at the hearing. There are now five 
separate options for the new campus in cir¬ 
culation. By the time you read this there 
may be more, if the money each side has to 
spend on architects hasn’t run out 

While all parties agree, at least in pub¬ 
lic, that the new campus should be built in 
the Mission, no one agrees on the cost of 
incorporating the theater into the design. 
Despite a number of “experts” involved in 
the process, cost estimates for saving the 
theater vary by as much as $9 million. As 
it stands now, City College still has to get 
the voters to approve a bond issue in 

November to have sufficient funding for 
its original plans, which include keeping 
only the New Mission’s marquee. 

Folding up shop? 
According to City College Chancellor Dr. 
Phillip Day the extended debate in the 
community will not result in any delay, but 
a move by preservationists to have New 
Mission Theater put on the National 
Registry of Historic Places would be a dis¬ 
aster. “If that happens we’d have to fold up 
shop and find another site,” Day said. 
Registry status would make it much more 
difficult to alter the building. Ironically, if 
City College abandons the New Mission 
site under these circumstances, preserva¬ 
tion of the theater is far less likely. In the 
ten years since it ceased to show films all 
efforts to reopen the theater have failed 
and it has been used as a cut-rate furniture 
store. Without City College money and 
with restrictions on what could be done 
with the building, the New Mission could 
languish for decades. 

Another Mission building, the 
Armory at 14th and Mission, has been the 
subject of various development schemes 
from amusement park to dot-com complex 
for the last twenty years: the building’s 
protected status as a historic site has time 
and again prevented its utilization for any 
community-serving purpose, and it is now 
due to be used an antenna farm. 

Decades of disappointment 
The goal of City College since the mid¬ 
seventies has been to consolidate its oper¬ 
ations in the Mission (now scattered in 
eight different locations) and to offer a full 
two-year curriculum for students wishing 
to move on .to a four-year institutioa 

Something (Proposition 13, lack of 
funding, no available sites) has always 
frustrated these plans. The College, after 

two years, has finally disposed of a lawsuit 
by the notorious Cort family who, for rea¬ 
sons of their own, also opposed demolition 
of the theater. The latest save-the-theater 
campaign has therefore created some very 
hard feelings and, so far, unbridgeable 
divisions. 

City College’s original plan includes 
what childcare advocates consider ade¬ 
quate and appropriate space for on-site 
childcare. For single parents, who see con¬ 
tinuing their education as a way up the 
economic ladder, this component is vital. 
The city’s continuing crisis in childcare 
availability has been a major factor in the 
low earning power of many families. 
Tracy Brown, a member of the Latino 
Steering Committee that supports the orig¬ 
inal plan, said the revised plans “give 
childcare less square feet and less open 
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Original design for new mission campus of City College without the theater. 

space. Little children shouldn’t get cheat¬ 
ed.” 

At press time Brown had still not seen 
a full version of the preservationist pro¬ 
posal but she remains wary of promises, 
and not without reason ”When the school 
district showed us plans for the new John 
O’Connell High School it included an ath¬ 
letic field. But they ran out of money and 
now all we have is a parking lot,” Brown 
said. 

Cost is, in fact, a major point of dis¬ 
agreement between the college and theater 
camps. Of the three alternative plans that 
include all or some of the New Mission 
Theater, cost increases over the original 
budget ranged from $6-9 million Theater 
proponents told the supervisors that saving 
the theater would only cost an additional 
$740,000, and two weeks later at a meet¬ 
ing of the Mission Planning Council they 
claimed there would be no additional costs 

at all in retaining the theater. 

It is unclear how these conflicting 
opinions will be resolved and whether or 
not historic status will in fact be the kiss of 
death for college constructioa It also 
uncertain how all of this controversy will 
play out when the bond issue goes to the 
voters in November. 

There may be a new City College 
campus coming to the Mission, but it still 
faces a long and bumpy ride to get here. 
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Taqueria San Jose 
. 2839 Mission SU24th St. • (415) 282-0283 

UN NUEVO CONCEPTO DE SERVICIO 
Nuestra Experiencia desde 1980 

Sandwiches: $2.75 
Turkey, Ham and Cheese, 
Pastrami 

Fruit Salads: $3.25 
Combination of Fruits 

Milkshakes: $2.25 
Chocolate, Vanilla, 
Strawberry • 

Ice Cream: *—^ 
Strawberry, Cookies ‘n’ 
Cream, Vanilla, Chocolate, 
Caramel Pralines, Chocolate 
Chip, Mint Chip 
(Cone): $75 • (Cup): S2.25 

Frozen Drinks:$1.75 
Coffee, Mocha, Cappuccino 

.Juices: $1.99 
Apple, Grapefruit, 
Pineapple, Celery, Orange, 
Watermelon, Melon, 
Cantaloupe 

Fre« ice cream with your order 

En su orden de Compra pida 
una NIEVE Gratis 

Smoothies: $2.50 
Banana, Strawberry, 
Orange, Pineapple or 
mixture of your choice 

Pastries: $0.75 vWj 
Muffin, Danish ^7 
Hot Drinks: $1.50 
Coffee, Hot Chocolate 

Wine: $3.25 
Cabernet, Fetzer, 
ZinfandeJ 

Beer: $2.75 
Genuine Draft, , 
Sierra Nevada, Red Tail Ale, 
Boont Amberale 

Salads $1.85 
Ranch, Thousand, Caesar, 
Bleu Cheese 

Seafood Salads: 
Crab Meat.$5.50 
Shrimp.$5.50 
Red Snapper.$5.50 
Abalone.$5.50 
Combination ...,..$6.50 

t>E TK/fyO 
MEXICAN SHOW AND 
CELEBRATION 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 

MAY 5 AND 6 
**************************** 

MAY 27 
AFTER THE PARADE STAY 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

FOR A SPECIAL 
CARNAVAL SHOW 

0TFIMOCHC 
3079 SIXTEENTH STREET BETWEEN MISSION 4 VALENCIA 861-5757 

San Francisco’s First Gav Latino Bar 

GALILEE 

Cinco 
de Mayo 

2001 Cinco de Mayo commemorates the 
Battle of Puebla, fought on May 5, 
1862. A French army on a mission 

to re-colonize the Americas was defeated 
by a smaller, less well-equipped Mexican 
force. In that it symbolizes the spirit of 
independence, Cinco de Mayo is akin to 
the Fourth of July and it is sometimes con¬ 
fused with Mexican Independence Day. 
The victory which it celebrates is a source 
of pride not only for Mexicans, Mexican- 
Americans and Chicanos; it has become 
the inspiration for a more general celebra¬ 
tion of Latin American self-determination 

and culture. 

At a time when the Mission’s Latino 
population continues to struggle with the 
threat of displacement and dispersal from 
an invasion of upper-income urban re-col¬ 
onizers, the allegory of Puebla is especial¬ 
ly poignant. The parade and festival serve 
to reaffirm the enduring and vibrant pres¬ 
ence of the Latino Community in San 
Francisco despite economic and political 
odds which have at times seemed insur¬ 

mountable. 

The Mission has passed through the 
dot-com boom and all of its collateral 
damage but it has lost none of its trade¬ 
mark feistiness and easily-aroused sense 
of injustice. We face the uncertainty of the 
future still a multicultural but predomi¬ 
nantly Latino neighborhood and still a 

neighborhood infused with a sense ol 
pride. So far at least, the special character 
of our community has managed to survive. 

And that is no small cause for a celebration 
and a parade. 

On Sunday, May 6, the Cinco de 
Mayo parade begins at 10 a.m. at 24th and 
Bryant, proceeds up 24th to Mission, turns 
north on Mission and ends on 20th. 

The festival will be held at San 
Francisco’s Civic Center following the 
parade; admission is $5. There will be 
three stages with live entertainment The 
Radio Romantica stage will host Oro 
Solido, Manikkomo, Innocentes, The 
Franco Brothers y su Orquestra 
Actualidad, Marichi Garabaldi, 
Garifuna Boyz and Dj’s Tony and Luis 
Caballero. Grupo Arias, Banda Joven, 
Mariaci Juvenil and Dj Marcos will per¬ 
form on the Viva Mexico Stage. The third 
stage. Wild 949/KMEL will include Chuy 
Gomez and Shorte and also Djs Jay Plus, 

B Trazz and Rick Lee. 

The festival also features a classic 
low rider and bomb car show with over 80 
custom-designed cars. As in previous 
years, the best in Latin American cuisine 
will be offered in a wide variety of booths, 
as well as unique crafts from Mexico, 
Central and South America. Special activ¬ 
ities will be provided for children (to the 
delight of their wearied parents!) and com¬ 
munity organizations will set up booths to 
provide information about the services 

they offer. 

For tickets to the event, go to www . tick- 

ets.com or call 478-2277. For information, 

call the Mission Economic and Cultural 

Association at 826-1401. 

U/flVVf FOOTPRINTS, INC. 
SHOES <» STUFF FOR KIDS 

Featuring Stride Rite, Elefanten, Dr. Martens, 
Skechers And Other Great Brands 

We have your shoe needs covered: 
From Infant Size 0 through Youth Size 6 

3961 24th Street 415-285-3668 
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Rainbow Grocery: still the 
best after twenty five years 
by Joe Donohoe 

Rainbow Grocery Co-op is celebrat¬ 
ing its 25th anniversary as a non¬ 
profit corporation this year. This is 

being marked by several days of sales 
from May 22nd to May 24th, and plans are 
in the works for a fair in July involving 
DJs, bands and tofu dogs in the parking 
lot. The collectively owned and worker 
managed Rainbow was founded by mem¬ 
bers of the Divine Light Mission in the 
mid-seventies under the auspices of Guru 
Maharaj Ji. 

The Divine Light Mission was orga¬ 
nized around meditation principles 
described by the Hindi word Satsang or 
“company of truth”. At that time, the 
group had opened stores around the coun¬ 
try which offered inexpensive and health¬ 
ful food. Divine Light’s principles stressed 
not-for-profit economics. Volunteers 
staffed each store. The first San Francisco 
outlet was a garage in the Missioa 

The meditation principles of Guru 
Maharaj Ji are not practiced by all of 
Rainbow’s 200 employees at present, 
according to cheese buyer and store histo¬ 
rian Gordon Edgar. Rainbows core values 
are not mystical; rather, the emphasis is 
“no bosses, affordable healthful food” and 
democratic decision-making in which all 
workers contribute their views on how 
thecollective should be run. 

This allows for a diversity of view¬ 
points within the collective, from “inner 
directed” spiritual types to political 
activists schooled in Marx and punk rock, 

who are able to work together effectively 
and without an authoritarian structure. The 
co-op also enables its members to work 
and live in San Francisco without having 
to work for a large corporation or chain 
store to do so. Accordingly, workers at 
Rainbow are no longer volunteers. 

One of Rainbow’s successful 
tightrope acts is remaining not-for-profit 
oriented while allowing their employees to 
earn a livingwage. Starting employees 
make $10.25 an hour plus benefits if they 
.work more than 25 hours a week, and it 
scales up from there. Storewide policy 
isdetermined by a Board of Directors con¬ 
sisting of seven people elected annually by 
the general body of employees from their 
own numbers. Members get discounts at 
worker collectives throughout the Bay 
Area (to qualify asa member one must 
have worked at Rainbow for nine months). 

. All revenues come from the community. 

A 60 s heritage 
Along with Other Avenues Market on 44th 
and Judah, Rainbow Grocery is one of the 
last independent organic produce stores 
remaining from the People’s Food System 
of the seventies. The People’s Food 
System was a grassroots food distribution 
network that had its origins in the radical 
politics and counter culture of the sixties. 

According to Jesse Drew, in an essay 
on the history of organic foods in the Bay 
Area from the sixties on, the People’s 
Food System grew out of a response to dis¬ 
satisfaction with the way in which main¬ 
stream America fed itself. The manner in 
which food was processed and distributed 
by huge, profit-over-quality food corpora¬ 
tions, he argued, involved waste and 
unhealthy commodities filled with preser¬ 
vatives. 

This was seen as being interrelated 
with greed and the elimination of small- 
scale fanning and subsistence agriculture. 
Large food companies bought food from 
corporate farms and then repackaged it in 
such a way that vegetables would be 
leached of their vitamins and many non¬ 
healthful items were featured in the 
nation’s streamlined supermarkets. 

Until the health food movement 
changed the way in which the nation did 
its food business in the 1980’s (or until 
large food corporations co-opted the 
emerging American health consciousness, 
depending on your perspective), vegetari¬ 
anism was, according to Drew, just seen as 
some weird communist plot: white was the 
only color of bread anyone could buy and 
vegetables were rarely sold fresh in a 
store. 

Syndicates like the People’s Food 
System helped change all that as part of 
ageneralized plot to politicize the food 
industry and make it accountable to con¬ 
sumers. 

Basing their strategies on the method¬ 
ology of the Haight/Ashbury Diggers, who 
would feed people for free in the 
Panhandle during the mid-sixties, the 
People’s Food System united volunteers in 
storefronts with volunteer truckers and 
distributors in the early seventies. Since 
there was no established industry for 
health food at that time, everything was 
do-it-yourself among the volunteers. 
Eventually these volunteers became paid 
employees, since many people began to 
get burned out and many others couldn’t 
afford to volunteer full time. Rainbow, 
which participated in the network, started 
paying people $50 a week in December of 
1978. 

Group of Rainbow workers in the 70's in front of the store's original location on 16* Street 

End of an era 
In 1977 the People’s Food System began 
to split into warring factions. A steering 
committee tried to pour oil over rough 
waters before attempting to take what 
many saw as dictatorial control over the 
entire system. Things came to a head when 
a gun battle erupted between different fac¬ 
tions at the People’s Food Warehouse on 
Third Street, resulting in the death of the 
leader of one of the groups. By that time 
Rainbow had established its own distribu¬ 
tion channels, sources and warehouse and 
had disassociated itself from the People’s 
Food System. 

Rainbow’s strategies have been suc¬ 
cessful in a more or less continuous man¬ 
ner. The first Rainbow store was opened 
on 16th Street in 1976 at the present site 
of Cafi£ Macondo. By the eighties it was 
doing so well the store relocated to a more 
spacious storefront at the comer of 15th 
and Mission,before finally settling in its 
present location at 13th and Folsom. By 
that time its workforce had grown from 20 
people to 200. 

Pat Seguin joined the Divine Light 

O 

:chvw/v/v 

SPECIALIZED 

TREK 
Huge selection of Parts, Accessories & Clothing 

Expert and Fast Repairs -All Makes and Models 

WE BOX BIKES FOR TRAVEL 

HOURS: 
Sun 10am-4pm 

Thurs 10am-7pm 
Mon/fijes/Wed/Frl/Sat 10am-6pm 

1077 Valencia 
550-6600 (sales) 

(between 20th and 21st Streets) 

1065 Valencia 
550-6601 (repairs) 

Mission in Grand Rapids, Michigan and 
eventually made her way to San Francisco 
in the 1960s, where she became one of the 
original volunteers at Rainbow Groceries. 
When Rainbow incorporated as a non¬ 
profit she was the official president. In the 
25 years of Rainbow’s operations she has 
seen a lot of changes. “I miss the Mission 
in the old days and 1 miss the intimacy of 
being a small business. We have to work at 
intimacy between our staff now. Still, if 
you want to pay people and provide bene¬ 
fits you have to expand.” 

“When we moved to 15th and Mission 
we had a really great party,” she continued. 
“We like to do that rather than just work all 
the time. Things used to be more relaxed 
in the seventies. I paid $70 a month for 

rent but now I pay $700.” Seguin is con¬ 
scious of changing economics and social 
dynamics that necessitate change. One of 
the reasons that Rainbow has survived 
while many other community-based non¬ 
profit institutions have not is this willing¬ 
ness to be adaptable without completely 
compromising. There are no plans in the 
works to affiliate with Safeway or 
Monsanto and Rainbow still offers health¬ 
ful, fresh food at reasonable prices, hasn’t 
departed from its vegetarian party-line or 
allowed itself to be co-opted by tic big 
boys. 

Still Seguin wishes that the collective 
could do more to keep Rainbow’s patrons 
and employees in the Bay Area. “I wish 
Rainbow, or something like it, could exist 
around the country in Sacramento, 
Minneapolis, wherever. 

We’re thinking about opening an 
operation in East Bay, maybe.” At a time 
when Canned Foods and other small scale, 
independent food outlets are going down¬ 
stream, Rainbow does have something to 
celebrate on its 25th anniversary. Gordon 
Edgar, who was a volunteer at the late 
Epicenter Record Collective on Valencia 
and 16th before coming to Rainbow, 
expressed his thoughts in this manner “ I 
don’t want to sound like a press release 
oran ad, but we’ve been pretty successful 
and are pretty good at what we do.” 
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The Liberties 
Bar and Restaurant 
22nd Street and Guerrero 

TEL: 282.6789 FAX: 282.6990 

Web :www.theLiberties.com E-mail: eugene@theLiberties.com 

LUNCH and DINNER EVERY DAY BRUNCH SATURDAY and SUNDAY 

Irish Music Sessions 3pm-7pm on Sundays 
Green Plate Special • Lunch Specials 

Best Fish & Chips in the Mission 

FULL BAR 

HAPPY HOUR 4PM-7PM Monday-Friday 

PRIVATE PARTIES 
BREAKFAST MEETINGS 

INQUIRIES: JP COFFEE@282.6789 39 

OYSTER MARTINIS 
KILLER BLOODY MARYS 

FRESH FRUIT DAQUIRIS 

phoenix’ 
We Proudy Announce 

Valet Parking 
Private Parties 
Business Lunches 
Breakfast Meetings 

The Phoenix Bar 
811 Valencia Street 

Opening Soon ! 
Full Bar 

Happy Hour 
Lunch and Dinner 

Brunch Saturday and Sunday 

Inquiries: 415.282.6789 Eugene or Mike 

San Francisco 
Auto Repair Center 

’ (415)285-8588 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

SMOG CHECK AVAILABLE 7 DAYS 

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC AUTO REPAIRS 

OFFICIAL CALIFORNIA SMOG STATION 

12 MONTH WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS 

• Free Shuttle Service to & from BART, Downtown & Nearby 

Neighborhoods ♦ Basic Auto Repair Classes ♦ “Do-it-Yourself” 

Membership Available ♦ Men & Women Mechanics 

• Dependable, Guaranteed Work—Honest Prices 

• Used Car Prepurchase Diagnostic Inspection Service 

• Emission Systems/Smog Test Failure Diagnosis & Repair 

• Tune Up/Lube Service/Regular Maintenance 

• Cooling Systems • Radiators • Ch'erheating 

• Timing Belts • Brakes • Clutches • General Repairs 

• Air Conditioning/Heaters 

• Electrical Problems/Rewiring/Short Circuits 

• Windows/Doors/Vandalism Repairs • Four-Wheel Dgive Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering • CV Joint &Axle Service 

• Check Engine Light • Computer Diagnostics •Driveability 

Problems 

• Engine & Transmission Rebuilding & Replacement 

since 1978 

^State of California 

LICENSED 

SMQf£ 
CH^wK 

inspection t, 
REPAIR STATION^ 

OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 

BBB 
T® 

(415) 285-8588 - 
611 FLORIDA STREET (Near 13th St.) • S.F., CA 94110 

BETWEEN HARRISON & BRYANT STREETS 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & ATM ACCEPTED 

$10 
OFF 

SMOG 

INSPECTION 

FREE 
BRAKE 

& 
SAFETY 

INSPECTION 
($42.50 VALUE) 

With so much strident, class-war¬ 
fare rhetoric emanating from the 
new Board of Supervisors, it is 

heartening that at least one member of that 
body understands that there is no need to 
overreact, just because the inexorable 
forces of demographic improvement have 
shooed a few proletarian cockroaches 
from their rent-controlled nests. For how 
battered and beleaguered San Francisco’s 
hard-working real-estate investors would 
feel—every day brutally assaulted by the 
sharp tongues of Chris Daly, Tom 
Ammiano and their ilk—were it not for the 
reassuringly calm and civil tone which 
Gavin Newsom, our impeccably bred, 
dashing young gentleman-supervisor, 
brings to city government 

Indeed, his laudably moderate leader¬ 
ship style itself stands as a compelling 
argument against the egalitarian nonsense 
that these socialist demagogues so blithely 
spout. For clearly he draws on the kind of 
inner wisdom which only the most privi¬ 
leged of upbringings can bestow: when 
one has never had to perform menial tasks 
oneself, but has always had somebody else 
to do them, one has so much more oppor¬ 
tunity to gain a broad and balanced under¬ 
standing of the world, interacting daily as 
one does with people from almost every 
different walk of life—shoeshine boys, 
accountants, personal shoppers, realtors, 
maids, caddies and the like. 

And, naturally, someone who has 
spent much of his existence gently 
explaining to his dull-witted and mulish 
inferiors what he needs them to cook, 
clean, polish or fetch, masters very well 
the noble art of gracious condescension 
which has made young Gavin such a 
refreshingly measured and polite voice 
above the rude and raucous din of City 
Hall. 

The contrast between Supervisor 
Newsom’s clear-sighted moderation and 
the petty politicking of his prole-pandering 
colleagues shows why the well-bom are so 
suited for leadership; having spent our 
lives at the top of the social heap, we sim¬ 
ply have a far more all-encompassing 
view—and much nicer maimers—than 
those whom fate has confined to its lower 
levels. For this same reason, though, it is 
incumbent upon us to exhibit patience and 
compassion in our dealings with our infe¬ 
riors, and remember that their frequent dis¬ 
plays of self-centeredness are due, at least 

in part, to the state of ignorance to which 
their humble rank has condemned them. 

For, just as people of the Medieval 
era, viewing the cosmos through the prism 
of religious superstition, believed that the 
sun and the planets revolved around their 
world, so our lower-class brethren, who 
see the free market only from a bottom- 
feeder’s distorted perspective, imagine 
that real estate is there purely to provide 
them with shelter, or that businesses exist 
solely to ensure a lifetime of employment 
for shiftless losers like themselves. 

Consequently, one of the more spiritu¬ 
ally satisfying things about membership in 
the privileged classes is that we have so 
many opportunities to educate and enlight¬ 
en those beneath us, effecting nothing less 
than a Copemican Revolution in their 
understanding, every time we evict an 
elderly tenant or fire a long-time employ¬ 
ee. But perhaps the best way we aristocrats 
can give the poor the benefit of the wis¬ 
dom which comes of a wealthy upbringing 
is by helping them overcome their greed 
and materialism: for having had so little 
money all their lives, they seem to endow 
it with a quite unhealthy importance. 

Waitstaff, for example, are especially 
prone to such behavior—altogether far too 
concerned about what percentage of the 
check one leaves as a tip. So, in order to 
correct this, I never tip, but instead make a 
point of offering a few words of advice 
and encouragement, which I feel is a much 
more personal way to show one’s appreci¬ 
ation, and ultimately far more valuable to 
the recipient than even the most indulgent 
gratuity. 

Yet if people like myself are to con¬ 
tinue to make a positive, difference in the 
lives of the poor, society must come 
together to ensure that the fountainhead 
from which our beneficent wisdom is 
drawn never dries up. Which is why it is 
so important—even for those of you 
whose late relatives bequeathed you noth¬ 
ing more than a half-used package of 
Depends, a set of false teeth, and a few 
thousand dollars in unpaid medical bills— 
to reject the rhetoric of class warfare, and 
defend the right of Supervisor Newsom, 
President Bush and the rest of our exalted 
caste to enjoy the inherited wealth and 
other advantages in life that make us so 
very worthy of leadership over people like 
you. 

QUAN YIN HEALING ARTS CENTER 
SINCE 1986, OFFERING THE BEST IN COMPREHENSIVE 

•ACUPUNCTURE TREATMENT PROGRAMS 

Arthritis 

Women's Health 

Asthma, Smoking 

Stroke, Brain Injury 

Therapeutic Massage 

Depression 4 Anxiety 

Management of HIV Infection 

Full Management Program for Hepalilis C 

Drop-in Treatment for Addiction and Chemical Dependency 

Private Insurance, Medical, Workers Comp, Personal Injury 

455 Valencia Street, San Francisco, CA 
415-861-4964 qyhac@aol.com 
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CIVIC 
STENCH: 
by f-tye^fl 

Gavin Newsom, 
the “Marina Mannequin” 

ikes! A pretty-boy princeling 
from San Francisco’s highest soci¬ 
ety circles has emerged as the top 

contender for the Mayor’s Throne in the 
2003 elections. Gavin Newsom, a.k.a. the 
“Marina Mannequin,” is a smooth playboy 
who has dated pricey debutantes while 
yachting and partying with all the filthy 
richest who reside in Pacific Heights 
palaces. Young Gavin’s deep pocket busi¬ 
ness partners (they own posh eateries & 
wineries in Tahoe, Napa and SF) are Billy 
and Gordon GETTY, for Crissakes! 

Am I implying that silver-spoon-in- 
the-the-mouth babies aren’t normal 
“Everyday People” like the rest of us? 
Yes, lam — my spies have informed me 
that collegiate Gavin actually had a tan¬ 
ning booth installed in his dorm room at 
Santa Clara University! Smells like exces¬ 
sive cash & vanity, eh?? 

Thirty-three-year-old Newsom has, of 
course, suffered grievous hardships like 
many other upperclass twits. For example, 
his ex-fiancee Kelley Phleger 
(Cotillionized daughter of Wells Fargo 
Board Member Atherton MacCondry 
Phleger) suddenly DUMPED HIM in 1999 
— to marry Don Johnson instead. 

Yeah, that Don Johnson, the pickled 
blonde sex assaulter/alcoholic/cheesy 
actor of the execrable Nash Bridges. Don 
Johnson is wretched hubby material; he 
proved this (claim my moles) by guzzling 
six-packs of Heineken while his anguished 
wife gave birth to their first child at UCSF. 
But Kelly chose him over Gavin — sob! 
sob! Jilted Newsom has recovered fully 
though; he’s presently engaged to a former 
Victoria’s Secret lingerie model. May 
their D-cups overflow with love! 

How did regal Gavin get mixed up in 

the unsanitary world of city politics? 
Connections, of course! His daddy (Judge 
Bill Newsom) has for decades been a tight 
buddy of our corrupt, cronyistic State 
Senator John Burton, who is, in turn, the 
white soul-twin of the equally sleazy 
Willie Brown. In 1996, Da Mayor 
appointed Gavin — an unqualified, barely 
post-pubescent unknown neophyte — to 
the Parking and Traffic Commission. In 
1997, Willie further upgraded the new boy 
to the Board of Supervisors. Gavin won 
his Supe race outright in 1998 and again 
recently, and now, according to an infor¬ 
mal PJ Corkery Examiner poll, he is 
regarded as the 2-1 favorite to be the next 
Mayor! That ratio puts him lengths ahead 
of well-known monikers like Tom 
Ammiano (100-1), Angela Alioto (50-1) 
and Clint Reilly (100-1).). 

My last column suggested that big, 
bad Burton himself wanted the Mayor’s 
reins, with Gavin settling for a vacated 
Assembly seat instead, to avoid rudely 
challenging his papa’s friend. New gossip 
garnered by my spies has recently annihi¬ 
lated that scenario — Burton, insist my 
moles, is ready to slink into retirement. 
His final power play will be nepotistic, as 
usual; he needs to flex his considerable 
clout to boost his undeserving daughter 
Kimiko Burton-Cruz into the Public 
Defender’s position. She’s got a no-holds 
barred battle cut out for her against the far 
better-qualified Jeff Adachi. Burton and 
Willie Brown would also enjoy exiting the 

sordid civic landscape with Gavin 
Newsom installed as their handsome per¬ 
sonal puppet in the Mayor’s Office.. 

So who is this young man, really? 
What does Gavin believe in? We all know 
he’s got chiseled cinema-star features — 
even my wife thinks he’s a dreamboat — 
but whaddabout his politics? Truth is, he’s 
championed some excellent (but essential¬ 
ly mundane) causes. He’s extremely eco- 

friendly in his opposition to Jetskis pollut¬ 
ing up our Bay with their noise and emis¬ 
sions, and he led the campaign against the 
proposed nuclear dump in Ward Valley. 
Gas-wise, he’s also pushing the proper 
pedals; he drives an electric car that gets 
110 miles on a single battery charge-up. 
Newsom is also compassionate regarding 
drag offenders, due — insiders say — to 
the addictions of several friends who 
OD’ed on heroinoin. 

Free-range doggies are another cause 
recently embraced by Newsom, who wants 
to see them berserkly bounding off-leash 
at Chrissy Fields and in other open spaces. 
Will his four-footed favoritism actually be 
an issue that sways voters? It’s weird, but 
possible... Dog-owners are as fanatical as 
parents in S.F. these days; they’re a huge 
hardcore constituency, united against any 
backlash they might suffer as a result of 
the Bane-Whipple bloodbath. 

What about Gavin’s — character? Is 
he... likable? Personally, I thought he dis¬ 
played a surprising degree of charm and 
tolerance (unlike our Mayor) when he got 
pied three years ago by the Biotic Baking 
Brigade, who tart-targeted him because of 
his mild support for loft development 
Instead of breaking collarbones, screech¬ 
ing hysterically, and pursuing felony 
charges (like Brown and his bully guards), 
Gavin simply grinned good-naturedly and 
complimented the baker. Newsom isn’t 
very chummy with his fellow Board mem¬ 
bers though — far from it! A muttering 
Ammiano was overheard calling him an 
“asshole” into a live microphone at a meet¬ 
ing, and Jake McGoldrick recently chas¬ 
tised him in the press for Supe-sabotaging 
comments that Gavin made after the 
Brown-Daley confrontations 

My main concern with Newsom’s 
ascendancy though, is that it represents the 
same privilege-through-inheritance that 

catapulted George W. Bush into the White 
House. In a nation that prides itself on the 
myth that “anyone can become President,” 
it’s depressing to see so many trust furxl 
playboys getting handed the steering 
wheels of government I’d rather elect 
populist leaders who grew up in the midst 
of the lower and middle-class rabble. 

Another Ugly Ad Campaign? 
Publisher Bruce Brugmann, the bearded 
bearface-on-the-billboards who founded 
the S.F. Bay Guardian in 1966 has been 
overheard asking his pals if he himself 
should ran for Mayor. Oh, NO! Will we 
all be subjected again to his huge, hairy, 
hideous visage roaring at us from above, 
this time demanding: VOTE FOR ME, 
DAMMIT! I desperately hope not! 

Hate me? send email to: hh@s/bayrevolu- 

tion.org 

THAI-RIFIC of Mountain View 
Proudly announces the opening of 

J J ThaiBistro 
1199 Valencia @ 23rd 

Open 11:30 am -10:30 pm every day 

Reservations take-out 
Voice ; 415.826.1199 orders accepted 

Fax: 415.826.0314 wheel-chairs accesible 

THE SMART ALTERNATIVE 

■Reliable, clean vehicles "Low rates- Daily, weekly, monthly 

■Locally owned & Family Operated ■ Open 7 days a week 

rsy 

RENtAnreck 
(415) 282-6293 
2955 3rd street 
Between Cesar Chavez 

and 25th street u Free pick up in 
the Mission! 
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VALENCIA WHOLE FOODS 
PROUDLY INTRODUCES THEIR NEW DELI MENU. 
(NOT AS IN NEW DELHIJNDIA...AS IN NEW DELICATESSEN) 

THE ORCANIC DELI OFFERS A TEMPTING A^RAY 

OF FRESHLY-MADE SALADS, MIDDLE'EASTERN FARE, AND 

SANDWICHES FEATURING NATURAL DIESTEL TURKEY CUTS:* 

A FEW WORDS 
FROM 

SUPERVISOR TOM AMMIANO 

4-15-2S5-0221 

OPEN 7 DAYS TIL 9PM 
999 Valencia Street @ 21st 

FCfSU 

O&Qjfe)foC 

DruOOIJS 

V. A 

Hello neighbors! I write to let you 

know what your district supervisor 

has been up to. 

In the planning arena, we are looking 

into foiming Neighborhood Councils/District 

Assemblies on a citywide basis. My 

objective is to promote greater public par¬ 

ticipation in government by adding greater 

community input into the City’s decision 

making. In the past, City decisions have 

been made irUcpendently of community 

involvement. 

Works (DPW) designated the month of 

April as “Cleanup District Nine Month.” 

We have solved the problem of getting the 

tree basins up to grade on 24th Street. 

Instead of using bricks for this improve¬ 

ment, DPW decided to use decomposed 

granite, which they believe is better suited 

for the task. In addition, nine trees were 

planted on Alemany Boulevard, eight are 

to be planted on Harrison Street, and a 

number of trees will also be planted along 

Mission Street sometime in the near 

future. 

VALENCIA ST. MUSCLE 

* LOCAL 

RESIDENTS 

ONLY - 
333 VALENCIA ST. (NEAR m\ so Offer expires June 1,2001 

“SPs World Class Neighborhood Gym” 

626-8360 OR WW.VALENGASTRSTMOSOKO^ 

I see Neighborhood Councils/District 

Assemblies as an integral part of making 

our local government more responsive, 

and more accountable to local needs. 

Working with the City departments. 

Neighborhood Councils/District Assemblies 

will provide input and work towards inte¬ 

grated problem solving techniques. These 

district bodies will facilitate the delivery of 

City services to neighborhoods by helping 

to identify community needs in greater 

detail. 
In addition, these district bodies will 

be a place where people can exchange 

ideas and work together to address com¬ 

peting community concerns. It is my hope 

that these groups could be a place for 

stakeholders in the community to share 

ideas and create priorities for action. 

Tenants, property owners, labor groups, 

educational and religious institutions, 

community/neighborhood organizations, 

home owners’ organizations, block clubs, 

non-profit organizations, apartment asso¬ 

ciations, youth groups, senior groups, local 

chambers of commerce, senior groups, 

service organizations, parks advisory 

boards, boys and girls clubs, cultural 

groups, police advisory board groups, 

code watch groups and neighborhood 

watch groups would be encouraged to par¬ 

ticipate. 

Citywide representation in the plan¬ 

ning process is at the heart of Neighborhood 
CoundlsOistiict Assemblies, and cooperation 

in problem solving is our primary goal. 

Cleaner streets 
You may know the Department of Public 

HIRING CERTIFIED 
YOGA INSTRUCTORS 
NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! 

A studio for chiropractic and yoga. 

mojo: groove, vitality, flow. 

more 

Darci Kendrick, D.C. 725 Florida Street, #3 415.821.6656 (mojo) 

The graffiti and trash which plague the 

walkways over San Jose Avenue have also 

been removed (temporarily at least) as part 

of the cleanup effort. During April, there 

was also a concerted effort directed toward 

weeding, tree pruning, and removing 

stickers throughout District 9. I know 

what you’re thinking: what about the rest 

of the year? The best number to call if you 

have any city-related problem (sewer, 

street repair, graffiti, garbage, weeds,) is 

28C-LEAN. 

Gang violence 
As the Supervisor for District 9, I feel a 

tremendous obligation to the community 

and to the surrounding neighborhoods to 

ensure that residents are safe. The prob¬ 

lem of gang violence continues to adverse¬ 

ly affect the lives of far too many who live 

in the Mission and Bernal Heights. I am 

committed to a collaboration of local agen¬ 

cies whose focus is to provide youth and 
their families with needed services, and to 

assist local agencies when community 

assistance grants are dispersed to San 

Francisco. 

Day laborers 
I am also working closely with the Day 

Laborer Program to secure a new site: two 

trailers on the edge of the Mission are not 

enough to serve the need that is out there. 

Unfortunately, the EDD Building at Cesar 

Chavez and Mission has been ruled out as 

a site for the Day Labor Program. The San 

Francisco Department of Human Services 

is busy compiling a list of possible loca¬ 

tions for the Day Labor Program. When 

this list is final we will work to make this 

plan a reality. 

District 9 Townhall meeting 
May 23 l-3pm at George Moscone School, 

2576 Harrison Street (between 21st & 

22nd) 

On June 1, the Board of Supervisors 

begins to review the 2001-2002 budget 

For this reason I invite the community to a 

District 9 Town Hall Budget Meeting to 

solicit the opinions of our District resi¬ 

dents, and we will keep their priorities in 

mind as we review the upcoming fiscal 

year’s budget. 

This is a unique opportunity to gather 

input and involve our constituencies in the 

governmental process. It is my intention 

to establish dialogue to ensure that both 

the Board of Supervisors and members of 

the public are fully briefed on this year’s 

budget. 

To this end, I am requesting you 

attend this meeting and inform us about 

any issues that you think should be 

brought to the Board’s attention in an 

effort to ensure the delivery of services 

and programs targeted where they are most 

needed in District 9. Translation ser¬ 

vices/headsets will be provided. 

Kendrick Chiropractic San Francisco, CA 94110 moremojo@pacbell.net If you have any questions please call my 

office at (415) 554-5144. 
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Weaving Our Roots: Native Art in the Parks 
a month-long series of FREE events in San Francisco Parks in May 

Dolores Park 
(Between Dolores and Church and 18th and 20th Streets) 

Saturday, May 5 at n:ooam-2:oopm. 
Members of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe discuss local history and political perspectives. 

Muwekma Ohlone Park 
First let’s clear up some mistakes 

from last month’s column. The shoe 
store on Valencia is not called 

Underground Shoes, it’s called 
Subterranean Shoe Room, and you can 
find their ad in this issue. If you like 
Sketcheis, you probably won’t get the 
charm of Subterranean. I think I changed 
the name because I knew how to spell 
Underground. 

Also wrong was my telephone num¬ 
ber at the end of the column; but I got a lot 
of emails, for which I thank you all. It was 
another mistake to ask how many different 
kinds of restaurants there are in The 
Mission; folks responded with guesses. 
Somebody said fifty; somebody said two 
hundred, leaving me to prove them right or 
wrong. This wasn’t jellybeans in a jar, it 
was a dumb idea of mine. Sony for the 
mistakes. 

I think I will take this opportunity to 
pat myself on the back with this piece of 
information: when Steve, who sells the 
Street Sheet at 21st and Valencia, read my 
bit on his friend Walter, who died in 
February, he told me that Walter had been 
a Baptist Minister for many years. I had 
said that Walter had the kind of clear blue 
eyes one gets from clean living. Steve 
confirmed that I called that one right; it 
made me feel I can still trust my instincts. 

So as far as the restaurant query, let’s 
do this: Is there a Greek restaurant in the 
Mission or close surroundings? There 
used to be one on 24th where Pasta 
Pomodoro is now, and I know of two 
Greek shops in which phyllo can be pur¬ 
chased. But no Greek Restaurant. Any 
ideas? Actually, there are plenty of people 
who make it their business to keep track of 
restaurants in The Mission and every¬ 
where. Did y’all know there’s a web site 
just for The Mission? Well, here it is: 
sfmission.com. 

We share it with a Camaval devotee. 
But if you go to the newspaper side of the 
page, you can find the current issue, as 
well as archived information The web¬ 
master is just now updating his list of 
Mission restaurants: some closed, others 
open; it’s a big job. He used to have a cut¬ 
off entree price of slightly over $10.00, but 
last I heard he’s thinking of changing that 
figure to something just under $20. The 
times they are a-changin’. In arty case, it’s 
well worth checking out. 

Moving right along, here’s some very 
good news: ArtBeat isn’t closing and 
becoming a barbershop. (If you’d have 
preferred a barbershop, skip this para¬ 
graph.) A group of dedicated art lovers is 
forming an artists’ co-op, not only for 
visual artists, but crafts, too. It is yet 
another indication that The Arts do not go 
.quietly from The Mission. Ana, who owns 
ArtBeat, is the contact person; stop by the 
studio from 12-8 on Saturdays (3266 21st 
@Lexington), or email 
artbeatsf@juno.com. They’re even plan¬ 
ning lessons in arts and crafts. Let’s make 
The Beat go on! 

An interesting observation at 24th and 
Mission Bart Station: you know those 
metal bars surrounding nothing except 
tossed newspapers? Well, a BART cop is 
frequently seen letting his dog in there to 
do what dogs do. He removes the dog, 
leaves the excrement, and walks away. 
Could this possibly be that BART cop’s 
idea of some sort of Urban Composting? 
Note to Bart Station Planners: don’t sur¬ 

round empty spaces with tall spikes which 
only BART personnel have access to. 

(Tulare Street - near Third and Ceasar Chavez Streets) 
Saturday, May 19 at 8:3opm-io:3opm 

Several Native American films shown in an impromtu outdoor theatre near the park. 

Here’s one I swear is true: while wait¬ 
ing for the 14 bus, a gentleman with a very 
loud boom box was standing with me and 
some others in a light drizzle. He was 
drunk, or off his meds, or whatever, but, 
and this is the part I swear to: he had a 

live chicken on his head. The chicken sat 
comfortably on the man’s hat, and didn’t 
appear to mind his situation (I don’t think 
the chicken was being used for an umbrel¬ 
la—not big enough). The man. with the 
boom box eventually wandered into the 
street, preached something at the traffic or 
the rain, stumbled back to the pavement, 
and fell down. The chicken remained 
nearby calmly. Nobody knew what to do. 

The man wasn’t very clean; in fact, he 
was seriously unwashed and could have 
become violent and if nobody else was 
going to approach him, I was going to (I 
mostly wanted to turn off the boom box). 
I’ve learned that dialing 911 is NOT 
appropriate in these situations-there’s no 
“emergency.” But somebody called some¬ 
body and the squad car came and took 
man, boom box (still on) and chicken (still 
unfazed} away. Maybe the man was giv¬ 
ing his meds to the chicken? 

Sponsored by the Neighborhood Parks Council 
and the Native American Cultural Center 

FOR SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: (415)621.3260 

www.sfneighborhoodparks.org*www.epowwow.org 

Quality Dental Care 
18 Years of Experience 

Most Dental Plans Accepted 
(Hablamos Espanol) 

SPECIAL 
OFFER Teeth 

Whitening 

FOR ONLY 
$160 

(regular $300) 

Offer expires 04/30/01 

Just noticed another mistake in last 
month’s Dish—I promised a list of places 
to get help. Well, here are one or two. 
more next month. How about putting this 
in your cell phones? Police Department, 
non-emergency: 553-0123. Or Taxi 
Complaints: 553-1447. And there’s even a 
number to call for people to come and pick 
up drunks. It’s called MAP, (Mobile 
Assistance Patrol) and the number is 431- 
7400; the catch is the drunk must be will¬ 
ing to go with them to sober up. Does 
everybody know that if you call P O P C O 
R N, you’ll get the correct time? 

I got such a terrific e-mail that I’m 
going to let you all read it: 

Love your column. 

How about a little reader participa¬ 

tion poll where you ask people to tell us 

their favorite person, place or thing in the 

Mission. 

Here's my Top Five of the Moment: 

l)The New Mission News. One of the 

biggest treats of the month, I read it cover 

to cover. 2) The shrimp cocktails at Cafe 

Arguello (26th Valencia). Amazing! 

3) The most queer friendly tattoo parlor in 

the Mission — Black and Blue Tattoo at 

14th & Guerrero — great classic tattoo 

designs as well as contemporary stuff. 

4) The Roxie Cinema is still one of my all- 

time favorite places to see movies. 

Reasonable prices for tickets, and they 

don f gouge you on popcorn and drinks. 

5) Best place to hang outfor a sense of his¬ 

tory plus laid back atmosphere, good food 

and coffee: Cafe La Boheme (24th & 

Mission.) 

Thanks for everything you guys do to 

make the Mission a better place! 

Best, Jenni Olson 

I couldn’t have said it any better than that. 

Responses to TheDishAtNMN @aol.com 

or Jane at 415-826-2320. 

JAVIER TORRES, D.D.S. 
2460 Mission Street, Suite 215 

San Francisco, CA 94110 
(415)826-1842 

Hours; Tuesdays & Thursdays from 9-6, Saturdays from 8-5 
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Gay friendly and queerly amusing - 
Viva Variety XVI, as part of the Queer 
Folk Arts Festival, presents an old-style 
variety show of song, dance, comedy, 
musicians, puppetry, performance art, and 
the world’s greatest whistler. Theatre 
Rhino, 2926 16th St., 8 p.m., $20. Call 
863-0741. 

Dead man walking (tour) - A walking 
tour through SF National Cemetery, where 
a female spy, Buffalo Soldiers and 35 
Medal of Honor recipients are buried. 
Presidio, comer of Lincoln and Sheridan 
Ave., 10 a m. to noon. For reservations 
call 561-4323 or 5614314 (TTY). 

Two wheels good, four wheels bad - The 
San Francisco Bicycle Coalition is having 
a movie night, screening a classic bike 
film, TBA. Learn about the coalition and 
meet other cyclists @ SFBC, 1839 15th 
St., 7 p.m., free. Call 431-BIKE. 

Hong Kong and the other on how to travel 
on budget in South America Modem 
Times Bookstore, 888 Valencia St., 7:30 
p.m., free. Call 282r9246. 

The math of experimental music - 
Sound Structures; and Numbers, a musical 
event that explores the numerical web 
underlying free musical interpretation. 
Southern Exposure at Project Artaud, 401 
Alabama St., 7:30 p.m., $3-$10. Call 863- 
2141. 

17 mmy 
Got the blues? - Opening reception for a 
presentation by contemporary Salvadoran 
painters, “Imagenes de un Mismo Anil/ 

Images of a Same Blue.” Back to the 
Picture/ Latin American Gallery, 934 
Valencia, 8-10 p.m., free. Call 826-2321. 

MM 

We’re on shaky ground - Terrafirma, a 
presentation by Spinning Yams/ Right 

Brain Performancelab, explores in various 
media the disappearing act that rehearsal 
and performance spaces are doing in the 
city. Dance Mission, 3316 24th St, 8 p.m.. 

New Mission News 

Calendar composed by Joanna Mattson 

m 
SF’s own sultry sirens - The 
Cantankerous Lollies, a burlesque 
revival act with all the classic charm of 
spinning tassels and flying fringe, plus 
Molatov Malcontent, Aloha Betty, MC 
Mad Dog, and other vulgar acts, at the 
Swedish American Hall, 2174 Market St, 
8:30, $25, includes free beer. Call 467- 
1152. Also 5/5. 

Savage fun- SF Improv presents “The 
Savage Fungini” and a DJ dance party. 
Espresso Bravo Cafe, 663 Valencia St, 
8:00, free. 

> mmw 

Fun for kids - Story circle, crafts, and a 
second-hand sale, bake sale and raffle to 
benefit the Waldo rf-inspired non-profit 
Friends of Potrero Hill Nursery School, 
St Gregory’s Church, 500 DeHaro. Call 

Hip-hop for art - A special performance 
by hip-hop artists kicks off opening night 
of "The One Time Status Art Show. ” The 
show benefits Art SF, a collaboration of 
artists, musicians, and non-profits raising 
money to buy a warehouse for a communi¬ 
ty aits center. Balazo/ Mission Badlands 
Gallery, 2811 Mission St., 8-12 p.m., $5. 
CaU 273 4663. 

17 VOT'M 
Dog lovers, cat-kissers and critter-hug- 
gers - SF/SPCA is holding a volunteer 
orientation workshop for cat socializes, 
dog walkers and adoption counselors. 

SPCA, 243 Alabama St., 10 am.-2 p.m., 
free. Call 554-3087. Also on the 19th. 

17 fllMW 
Bring Mom - Music on the Hill presents 
the women of the Stem Quartet, per¬ 
forming music by Mendelssohn, Hugo 
Wolf, Juan Arriaga and Penka Koumeva at 
St. Kevin’s Church, 704 Cortland Ave., 7 
p.m., $8 general, $5 senior and student. 
Call 820-1429 or email 
mothmuse@aol.com. 

864-5464. 

Steel this video - The Bay Area Freedom 
Socialist Party celebrates May Day with a 
screening and discussion of “Struggles in 

Steel, A Story of African American 

Steelworkers,” with dinner included. New 
Valencia Hall, 1908 Mission St., $2 door 
donation, $8.50 donation for dinner. Call 
864-1278. 

6 flIMW 

Cinco de Mayo - Parade begins at 10 a.m. 
at 24th and Bryant, goes west to Mission, 
and south on Mission to 20th. Festival at 
Civic Center follows. See page 10. 

In a family way — Maddie’s Pet Adoption 

Center is holding an open house with food, 
fun, and free gifts as part of an SPCA pet 
adoptathon. Maddie’s Center, 250 Florida 
St, 11 a.m-6 p.m Call 554-3050. 

imm 

Thez-bians wanted - I Love Lezzie, the 
decade-old lesbian comedy troupe, holds 
auditions for singers, dancers and actors, 
for the new show opening September 20. 
Studio Rhino, 2926 16th St, 7 p.m. Call 

510-594-8611. 

<? mutm 

Between a piedra and a hard place — 

Film Aits Foundation presents a sneak pre¬ 
view of Voices of the Sierra Tarahumara, a 
film about the indigenous people of 
Northern Mexico under pressure from 
both logging interests and drug traffickers. 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission St, 8 p.m, $7. Call 978- ARTS. 

10TM15PW 
Playing outside the box - Reception for 
Cajas Musicales/ Music Boxes, a mixed 
media work encouraging interaction 
between people and art Artists Television 
Access Gallery, 992 Valencia St., 6-9 p.m, 
free. CaU 824-6890. 

ii mm. 
Zap videos - Video screening and 
fundraiser for the Chiapas Media 
Project, in conjunction with an art and 
photo exhibition. In the Heart of the 
World, on the Zapatista rebehion. Galleria 
de la Raza, 2857 24th St., 8 p.m, $5-$15. 
CaU 826-9008. 

The man with the trombone - Jimmy 
Bosch, the legendary New York trombon¬ 
ist plays a benefit performance with a ten- 
piece Afro-Cuban charanga-style group 
for Horace Mann Middle School honoring 
mothers and music. Horace Mann Middle 
School Auditorium, 3351 23rd St., 3 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., $10. CaU 695-5881. 

Gawk radio - Heaven's Radio, an ensem¬ 
ble piece combining Action Theater, 
Butoh, contemporary dance, Samuel 
Beckett, radio, and an egg, co-produced by 
Violent Dwarf and Ink Boat. Venue 9, 252 
9th St, 8 p.m., $15. CaU 289-2000. 

ii mm 

Hot, steamy, funky jazz - the Living 
DayUghts and friends play jazz at the Elbo 
Room. 9 p.m, 647 Valencia St, $6. CaU 

552-7788. 

Hip to the jive - Archie Green, a leg¬ 
endary figure in the field of American 
folklore ard vernacular studies, discusses 
Torching the Fink, a collection of essays 

on slang culture. Modem Times 
Bookstore, 888 Valencia St, 7:30 p.m, 
free. Call 282-9246. 

Raise their rent - The San Francisco 
Gray Panthers, with San Franciscans 
for Tax Justice, will discuss how to make 
freeloading downtown profiteers into tax- 
paying, social conscious citizens. First 
Unitarian Church, 1187 FrankUn, 12:30-3 
p.m, free. CaU 552-8800. 

16 WCPtvCSJW 
Lonely but not alone - Modem Times’ 
Irdie Press of the Month, Lonely Planet, 
presents two talk and slide shows, one on 

$12-14. CaU 3874812. Also on the 19th 
and 20th. 

Everything you always wanted to know 
about sax - Saxophonist Tony Malaby 
performs @ Bruno’s, 2389 Mission St., 9 
& 11 p.m, $10. CaU 648-7701. 

10 MIPDW 

CEO’s suffer, too - Ariel Dorfman wiU 
discuss his new novel, Blakes Therapy, 

which explores the psyche of the CEO of 
an international company who seeks thera¬ 
py and a clear conscience when his busi¬ 
ness downsizes. Modem Times Bookstore, 
888 Valencia St, 7:30 p.m., free. CaU 
282-9246. 

Kids and cops - TEAM 
(Teens+Education+Art+Media) produced 
"Code 33”, an event in Oakland in 
October 1999 that brought 150 teenagers 
and 100 pohce together to discuss crime, 
authority, power, and safety. Youth 
Speaks and Code 33 Spoken Word, a 
spoken word and critics roundtable, is held 
in conjunction with an exhibition of the 
Code 33’s multimedia archives. 
Intersection for the Arts, 446 Valencia St., 
1 p.m, $5 donation. 

Red hot Chile poet - ChUean- exiled poet 
Nelson Balmaceda, plus an open mic, a 
Poetry for the People Community Project. 
Bird and Beckett Books & Records, 2788 
Diamond St, 4 p.m., free. CaU 586-3733. 

20 flltvM 
Get involved - Project Inform is recruit¬ 

ing volunteers for its national HTV/ AIDS 
treatment hoffine. The last of three train¬ 
ing sessions wiU be held today, 8:30 a.m 
to 5 p.m. For more info caU 558-8669 or 

goto. 

Tfte Newest Mission District Landmark! 

'Traditional and Innovative 
Mexican Food" 

Mexican Beer qpd Wine 

508 Valencia St. @ 16th 
San Francisco 621-4358 
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Building Community Through 
Soccer! 

Melvin Cano 

Listen Up! Staff 

A lot of kids don't have anything to do after school. 
Kids often go and kick it with their big brothers or with 
their friends. Often their brothers or their friends are 
a bad influence on them. I wanted to be a positive 
influence on these kids and teach them what I know 
about soccer. I was hoping to learn their names, but 
there were a lot of kids and only two days to do my 
social action project. 

I went to the Horace Mann gym at night. The kids 
were there, so I asked their parents if I could coach 
their kids and they said it was "cool". I started by 
making a circle and having the kids come together to 
get know each other. We started practice by doing a 
few laps around the gym, then we did a little ball drib¬ 
bling, and after that I decided to let them play a little 
game. They played a six on six; there were three teams 
of six. I saw lots of kids really happy because they Helping El Salvador After the Earthquake.1 

Jorge Oloascoaga 

Listen Up! Staff 

The issue I chose for my social action project was to 
help the earthquake victims in El Salvador. I chose 
this issue because I think that when people are in dis¬ 
tress they should be helped. I was also hoping to learn 
more about the poverty of people in other Latin Ameri¬ 
can countries. 

In the process of making a difference for El Salva¬ 
dor, clothes, food, tents and other living necessities 
were collected so they could be delivered to the earth¬ 
quake victims. During this process I was able to feel 
some of the anguish that those poor people felt. I was 
surprised by the support I got from my relatives and 
friends in the process of this action. I was afraid of 
being belittled by my Mexican friends for trying to help 
El Salvador or any country besides Mexico. I think we 

are all God's creation and we should help one another. 
My friends ended up supporting me in the decision I 
made. 

This project helped me realize that the rest of the 
world isn't all "happy life". I learned that by helping 
others you gain a lot of personal satisfaction. We should 
try our best to make our community stronger and pre¬ 
pare for the "big one" and in the process we should 
help our brothers and sisters in need. 

The reason why there is so much poverty in the 
world is because we don't know how to share. We are 
used to seeing rich and poor, and powerful and weak. 
But the main reason why there is so much poverty in 
the world is because if the rich get richer, then it means 
the poor will get poorer. 

This experience made me feel good because I know 
that I made a difference. If I had the opportunity to do 
another social action project, I think I would go for it 
again. Next time. I'll be stronger and wiser. 

I have gained a new perspective... 
kids need people to guide them. 

were doing something fun. By the end of the project 
everything worked out great and most of the kids be¬ 
came cool friends. I was pleasantly surprised by how 
kids got along so fast and how much they paid atten¬ 
tion to what I told them. When I began this project, I 
was afraid to get rejected by the parents—that they 
would've thought I was crazy coming to teach a whole 
bunch of little kids. I was afraid to get rejected by the 
kids. If you can't get along with the kids, then you can't 
get anything done. 

This project has affected my life by teaching me that 
young people can do something good to help the com¬ 
munity. I have gained a new perspective, which is that 
kids need people to guide them; sometimes their par¬ 
ents can't teach them everything, because they are tired 
or busy or they don't know—that's where teens can 
help out. 

TVic Listen utp! crew comm/ at you! 

Sol...What is SOCIAL ACTION? In preparation for 

this issue each Listen UpJ staff member volunteered in the 
community, working to understand and address a social 
issue of their choice. In this issue, we share with you our 
expectations, fears, and surprising realizations while do¬ 
ing these projects we call “Social Action”. 

Beneath the Rags... 
Homeless People Are Like 

You & Me 
Octavio Ocon 

listen Up! Staff 

I'm from the Mission, and almost everyone I know 
is from there too. We all see one thing—people with¬ 
out food, money, or jobs. I know a lot of homeless 
people and from all the talk there is about them being 
bad people, it's just not true. They're actually very help¬ 
ful. The most helpful person I ever met was James. I 
talked to him very often and he told me he was a me¬ 
chanic. He helped my dad when he needed help with 
his car. He always told me to go to school and to go to 
college because it's very important. James is dead now. 
He died of a drug overdose. 

He was a very good person, but I don't think he 
knew that. He was a real man of the street and I re¬ 
spect him for that. 

There is one other guy I know whose name is Moe. 

Moe used to live in the 16th & Valencia projects. I know 
a lot of people from there. They're not bad people. He 
used to sell drugs, but now he does them. The last time 
I saw him was about four months ago. He's like fam¬ 
ily. You don't need to be blood to be family. He's been 
jumped, shot, and stabbed by rivals, which is what al¬ 
ways happens when you sell drugs or get in gangs. He 
now lives in East Oakland, but for some reason he 
comes back to Frisco to hang with the homeless people. 

Despite the reality of their lives, the majority of 
people on the street aren't bad. They are just trying to 
survive in the way they know how. They used to be 

Despite the reality of their lives, 

the majority of people on the street 

aren’t bad... They used to be 

teenagers like us. 

teenagers like us, living normal lives. They're good 
people, but fate took them down the wrong road and 
they made the wrong decisions. So next time you see a 
homeless person, don't despise them. Think about the 
person beneath all these rags. 
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Senad Hatipovic 

Listen Up! Staff 

I volunteered at a non-profit organization called 

YouthCares, located near South of Market and the Ten¬ 

derloin neighborhood. This program is designed to 

bring youth and seniors together. I always thought 

that most senior citizens were boring, bossy, old-fash¬ 

ioned and too old to do any fun activities. But I was 

wrong. A senior I worked with, named Paul, was very 

old but he still had a lot of energy in him. We played 

Ping-Pong every time I visited. I was surprised to see 

a lot of the seniors in good shape and very energetic. 

The first time I got to meet some of the seniors, I 

was nervous because I didn't know what they thought 

of youth. I hope that I changed their minds by show¬ 

ing them that youth do want to help and that not all 

youth are bad. At YouthCares, I helped seniors learn 

English, I taught them how to use a computer, I took 

walks with them and I went shopping for them. How¬ 

ever, the most important thing is that I formed new 

friendships with the senior citizens I worked with. I 

learned to be patient by helping a couple of seniors 

who didn't understand some things. I also improved 

my communication skills since I couldn't use "slang 

language" with the seniors because they might not be 

able to understand what I was saying. 

YouthCares has changed the way I see things and 

the way I see other people. I see senior citizens as fun, 

nice and wise people. I'm going to keep going there 

because I like helping people; I want to visit the people 

that I worked with because we have become very good 

friends. 

ISA students enjoying Ms. Hamilton’s Ethnic 

Experience in Literature class. 

Education Can & 
Should be FUN! 

Garence Pang 

Listen Up! Staff 

I volunteered at the Chinatown Beacon Center with 

the after-school program. I mostly tutored the fourth 

and fifth graders. I was glad to teach them, but some¬ 

times the kids did not listen to me and that was kind of 

hard for me. The after- school program not only helped 

them with their homework, but also got them to do 

some science experiments. If a person gets educated 

his or her mind will open more than the person that 

did not get an education. 

I learned that teaching kids is not that easy, because 

sometimes the kids do not listen to you while you teach 

them. They just want you to give them the answers. 

For example, Alan, a student in the after school pro¬ 

gram, was always thinking of ways to make me give 

him the answers. Of course I didn't give him the an¬ 

swers, but when I tried to teach him how to do it, he 
just wouldn't listen. Then I figured out that I could 
teach the kids by making the homework more inter¬ 
esting. Danny, another student in the after-school pro¬ 
gram, asked me how to do a math problem. It said if 
you have 4 apples and your mother has four times as 
many apples them you, what is the total number of 
apples that your mother has? Then I used my way to 
teach him by asking him, "What if I have four video 
games and you have four times as many video games 
than me. What is the total number of video games you 
have?" Using this example, he got interested and 
found the correct answer on his own! 

Encouraging Kids Towards a 
Brighter Future! 

Tommy Ruiz 

Listen Up! Staff 

For my Social Action Project, I chose to mentor and 

tutor younger kids at a library near my house: the 

Bernal Heights Public Library. The reason why I picked 

this for my project was to show little kids that people 

do care about them. They need to know that people 

are willing to take time out of their personal life to help 

They need to know that people are 
willing to take time out of their 

personal life to help them. 

them and make sure they get a better education for 

their future. I expected the kids to not really want to 

work with me because they were unfamiliar with me. 

I was hoping to learn how to be patient with younger 

kids and to keep my composure if they were to start 

acting like little kids do. 

I was nervous about the project because I thought 

the kids might not like me and might not want me to 

help them. At first they were shy and quiet but once 

they got to know me they were comfortable. One of 

the things that really surprised me was how disciplined 

the children were for their age (ten to twelve years 

old). Tutoring younger kids made me realize that 

helping others could lead to a brighter future for them. 

A few kids told me how much I helped them—like 

Christopher, a ten year old boy, who was having prob¬ 

lems with his multiplication. I kept going over it with 

him and then I gave him some problems to do on his 

own. It took him a while to do it, but he was finally 

able to do it without asking me. This made me feel 

good inside because I helped someone learn something 

new. It was also fun working with him. 

This project has taught me to be patient with younger 

children. When the children were being too loud, I 

didn't over react. Instead of yelling at them, I got them 

to be quiet by just talking to them. I believe, when a 

kid has someone that wants to teach them and help 

them, the child will want to learn. 

We Are You 
Shirelle Roberson 

We are not all headed for down hill, 

with no fortune to support ourselves. 

We are not all criminals ready to kill the 

police or hurt other people. 

We are not all interested to learn our 

education or go to college. 

We are not all just willing to be 

sports stars or rappers. 

But we are all people with feelings that 

wander through this world like 

everyone else, looking for something 

good to grow on. 

We are people that hope for the best 

each day, for we are not perfect. But we 

are just like you! 

Unselfish Acts 
Anna Vongvixay 

Listen Up! Staff 

Social action is a chance for people to assist others 
in need. It means going out to help your community, 
to make it a better environment and a safe place. 

Social action affects the young people foremost by 
instilling in them a sense of responsibility and consid¬ 
eration for others. These are important characteristics 
that will aid them in other aspects of their life and fu¬ 
ture. It shows the community that the youth do care. 
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and they do have an interest in things other then them¬ 

selves. 

I chose to volunteer at Laguna Honda Hospital to 

help out the elderly. I assisted them, kept them com¬ 

pany and basically showed them that someone cared. 

I hope that when I am their age someone will care as 

much as I do. My first time volunteering there was a 

lot of fun because I got to know a lot of people. I had 

even more fun once I went there more often. 

During my volunteer hours at the hospital, I pre¬ 

dominantly participated in activities. For example, I 

was in charge of Saturday matinees or Monday morn¬ 

ing bingo. In the process of doing these activities I re¬ 

alized that this "task" was much more pleasant than I 

had expected. I was no longer doing a mandatory as¬ 

signment, but simply watching movies, playing bingo, 

and simply having fun. The people in the hospital are 

always joyful and grateful that young teens go there 

and volunteer. 

This project showed me that just because someone 
is old doesn't mean that you can't converse with them 
like you converse with people your own age. Older 
people might not have the same perspective as you 
but you eventually learn something out of talking to 
them. 

It makes me feel good to see them laugh and smile 
when I look at their faces. This project made me think 
about my future. How is it going to be, am I going to 
be living in a hospital or a house? Well, I am not go¬ 
ing to find out pretty soon. I will just have to wait and 
find out. 
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Teaching the Future: 
It’s Time to Care! 

Local children share their artwork and spirit. 

Jay Miranda 

Listen Up! Staff 

The issue I chose to investigate for my 

project was Child Development. I chose 

this issue because I wanted to learn 

about the difficulties that kids have in 

learning and growing up. I expected to 

get tired and frustrated at times, but I 

didn't really think that I was going to 

have a hard time understanding the 

kids. I hoped to learn strategies on how 

kids could learn and behave better. 

I decided to work with kids between 

the ages of 2 and 5. I played games with 

them for a while to familiarize myself 

with them and so they could get to know 

I learned that surroundings do influ¬ 

ence the development of children a lot. 

Children learn how to act and react by 

what they see going on around them. A 

lot of times what a child sees going 

around in his community will be what 

will influence him and teach him how 

to act and respond. For this reason we 

must strive to make our communities a 

better place so kids can have an easier 

time growing up and understanding 

things that go on around them. When I 

was at the school, a lot of kids really 

liked me and said that I was their "best 

friend". One boy in particular, named 

William, thought that I was the coolest 

person in the world because I played 

What a child sees going around in his community will be 

what will...teach him how to act and respond. 

me. Then, I picked out certain kids to 

observe. A distinctive pattern that I no¬ 

ticed was that the kids who were louder 

and played a lot in the yard were the 

ones who participated the most in the 

classroom. It seemed to me that the kids 

who played and talked a lot expressed 

themselves better and were more cre¬ 

ative. The quiet ones just seemed to be 

careful to try to do things right. 

I also had to break up small fights and 

arguments but I was amazed to see how 

some kids just solved the arguments on 

their own by sharing or getting another 

toy! A good thing the teachers did was 

to have the kids doing different activi¬ 

ties after a certain amount of time so that 

they wouldn't get bored. I was afraid of 

not having enough energy or patience 

to deal with the kids but it didn't turn 

out so bad. 

games with him. Then when I stopped 

playing for a while he thought that it was 

a sign that I didn't want to be his friend 

anymore. That's when I learned that it's 

easy to gain a child's respect and trust, 

so you should always be careful about 

what you say and do around them. 

I also realized that children are very 

perceptive and each of them act in dif¬ 

ferent ways so you have to take time to 

observe each child because they will all 

have different ways of responding to a 

situation. I learned that a child needs 

time to learn and develop their charac¬ 

ter and opinions, so when teaching them, 

the instructor has to make sure that ev-- 

ery kid knows what's going on so no one 

is left behind. The most important thing 

that I learned from this project is that 

raising a child is a full-time job! 

Hoops For Fun! 
Gus Nevarez & Shiante Lewis 

Listen Up! Staff 

Our social action project was to go 

to the community gym and teach kids 

the basics in basketball. We flipped a 

coin to see which one of us would help 

them out on their homework before 

they got to play. The kids were 5 to 9 

years old and we were amazed to see 

how quickly the kids caught on to the 

basics, such as the lay-ups and 

handles. Even though they would run 

up and down the court fouling each 

other, airballing and running with the 

ball, they still learned other things and 

had a lot of fun. 

We expected the kids to not like us 

or to not want youth to teach them , 

but we were shocked that the kids 

liked us so much. One day, one of the 

kids came up to Shiante and grabbed 

her hand, asking her to play basketball. 

The project made us see that we could 

teach little kids about basketball and 

that even the "bad" kids don't want to 

be running around the streets. Every¬ 

one just needs a place to go to and see 

that people care about them. 

Graphic by: Gustavo Munoz 

411 For Young Women! 
Amela AJickovic & Paulina Cazares 

Listen Up! Staff 
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Bridging the 
Generation Gap! 

Xuyen Phoi Tran • 

Listen Up! Staff 

A generation gap is when there are 

conflicts between two generations, like 

my father's generation and mine. There 

are differences in opinions, ideas or de¬ 

cisions between people because they 

come from different generations. Diffi¬ 

culties in communication happen in ev¬ 

ery culture and every generation as a re¬ 

sult of this gap. 

My parents and I have a lot of argu¬ 

ments with each other. I seem to never 

get along with their ways of thinking and 

talking. This situation also happens to 

most of my friends. I wanted to give 

myself a chance to hear older people's 

opinions and also young people's opin¬ 

ions so I decided to interview people on 

the topic. 

For my social action project, I con¬ 

ducted interviews at the Basic Brown 

Bear factory, where there are 7 tours a 

day. They are about 30 minutes long, so 

it was a good time for me to interview 

people. I met different kinds of custom¬ 

ers, from a one year old kid to an 80 year 

old lady. During the interviews, I found 

out that a lot of young people do not 

Young people have 
done most of the 
social action in 
history. 

-Clarence Pang 

get along with their parents, but that 

some have a really good relationship 

with them. Youth told me that most of 

the things they fight about is making de¬ 

cisions and respect. 

There was a number of answers that 

pleasantly surprised me. Some families 

joined a community group where they 

express their opinions and get sugges¬ 

tions on how to communicate. I had a 

chance to give a suggestion, which was 

for youth to talk with their parents in a 

respectful way, to try to express thier 

opinions and hopes constructively. If we 

keep doing this, one day our parents will 

know we are doing right and they will 

trust and listen to us. 

It helped me understand that all of the 

parents love their children very much. 

They just want their children to be good 

people. Parents sometimes scold us be¬ 

cause they care too much for us. They 

do not mean to harm us. So we need to 

understand that parents love us and 

want the best for us. 
Graphic by: Li Qiu 

To submit something, find out more 

about this publication or HOMEY 

(Homies Organizing the Mission & 

Empowering Youth) contact: 

Kaira Espinoza 

Education & Media Coordinator 

(415) 863.1100 

ISAListenup(a>yahoo.com 
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The Future of 
the Next 

Generation 
Al Caylao 

Listen Up! Staff 

I volunteered at an after 

school program in an elemen¬ 

tary school, mostly helping kids 

out with their homework. I re¬ 

member when I was helping 

some kids with their spelling 

and this little first grader, 

named Armando, came up to 

me and asked if I could help 

him in his math (he had to count 

coins) so I said sure. But as soon 

as I asked how much, he knew 

the answer and didn't even 

have to think about it. I guess 

he just wanted to talk. 

After helping them with their 

homework, we went outside to 

play some games. I had to help 

solve a conflict between Manual 

and Justin. They had a little 

fight but I didn't see it so I asked 

the other kids what had hap¬ 

pened. One girl said that Justin 

kicked Manual in his leg but he 

missed. Justin said that Manual 

threw the basketball in his face. 

Manual admitted that he threw 

the ball but Justin denied the 

kicking. At the end Justin told 

the truth and they apologized 

to each other. That conflict was 

easy to resolve since they told 

the truth and other kids saw 

what happened. 

Doing this made me think 

about how fun it was to make a 

difference by helping them 

solve their problems and help¬ 

ing them learn new things. I 

was surprised by how the kids 

kept calling on me. They made 

me feel needed because when 

they had to leave they asked 

when I was coming back. They 

made me feel my time there was 

worth- while. 

My life has been affected by 

this project because it has made 

me more patient with myself 

and others, especially when 

working with kids. I learned 

Being Smart Isn’t 
Only About 

Getting Good 
Grades! 

Robert Hernandez 

Listen Up! Staff 

I volunteered at George R. 

Moscone Elementary School. At 

first I thought that this would 

just be a waste of my time, but 

now I have a different opinion 

on what social action is. 

I expected to help students 

that were doing badly and were 

slow learners, as well as behind 

in the class. I worked with 4 

nine-year-olds: Denise, Fran¬ 

cisco, Elliot and Eduardo. These, 

students were actually the 

smartest in the class and I got 

to know them better when they 

got done with their work. They 

started asking me questions, 

like what school I went to, how 

old I was, and other stuff. 

We should try to in¬ 
volve other classes and 
schools so that we can 
all make a difference. 

While I was helping the kids 

out, I was very pleased at how 

smart they actually were. One 

kid stood out, his name was 

Francisco. He asked me what 

sports I liked and I said base¬ 

ball. He asked if I knew his 

brother who goes to Mission 

and plays baseball and I said no. 

Later on he told me a bunch of 

statistics off the top of his head 

and he asked what player that 

was. I had no clue, but I could 

not believe that this little kid 

knew all the stats for one player. 

I asked him how he knew and 

he said he studied them. 

At the end of the day I 

walked away with the satisfac¬ 

tion that I helped out in a posi¬ 

tive way. There is nothing to it 

and your reward is great. Noth¬ 

ing went wrong; the teachers 

and students were nice. Next 

time, we should try to involve 

other classes and schools so that 

we can all make a difference. If 

we all help out, we can make a 

difference no matter what the 

problem is. This was a great 

chance for me to find out that 

helping others is more impor¬ 

tant than helping yourself. 

that kids have many different 

ways of learning, from working 

alone to working in groups. 

This project was to see how 

teenagers could make a differ¬ 

ence by doing little things but it 

ended up being big because I 

actually taught new things to 

kids that someone else taught 

me, but I didn't even know it 

until I was there tutoring. 

I was willing to teach new 

things to these kids and I even 

learned from them so it was like 

a give and take process. It 

showed me how people affect 

each other by teaching and 

learning from each other. 

Graphic by: Alex Irwin 

Agua 
Elliot Contreras 

I am the flow of life. 
I am the element that keeps things alive. 
I am the stream that pushes the boat down the Nile River. 
I am the great Pacific Ocean; I hold life that has never 
been discovered. 
I am hidden from those who cannot see, and those who do 
not realize. 
I am the beginning of this world. 
I am the bringer of life. 
I am the wave, constantly battling with the still beach sands. 
I am the unstoppable wave. 
I am a drop in time. For all eternity will effects still occur. 
I am a single drop. 
From a single drop, you get this tremendous tidal wave 
that will wipe your city off the map. 
I am the whispering water when all is quiet. 
I am the flow of life. 

Digital Imaging 
514 Frederick St. San Francisco. CA 94117 
(415)682-3982 Fax (415) 682-3983 

ISA Healthy Start 
Collaborative Wants YOU! 
ISA is in the process of creating a comprehensive supple¬ 

mental service program for ISA students, teachers, and 

families through the California Healthy Start Initiative. The 

goal of the Healthy Start is to ensure that each child re¬ 

ceives the physical, emotional, intellectual support that he/ 

she needs- in school, at home, and in the community- to 

achieve academic success. 

We are looking for agencies that may be able to provide 

our diverse community with needed culturally and linguis¬ 

tically appropriate services’1'. If you are looking for a popu¬ 

lation to serve we may be just right for you. Please fax or 

mail a description of the services your agency provides, as 

Well as, a contact person to: 

Kelly Wilkerson, Healthy Start Coordinator 

International Studies Academy 693 Vermont 

St., SF, CA 94107 Fax: 695-5864 

"Services and activities may include health care, dental 

care, mental health counseling, child welfare services, em¬ 

ployment services, crime prevention, child care, supplemen¬ 

tal food and nutrition education services, service exchange 

banks, English as Second Language (ESL) or citizenship 

classes. 

What’s new @ Listen Up! 

This summer, LISTEN UP! will become a project of 
HOMEY's Education A Media component. HOMEY is a 
non-profit organization dedicated to empowering young 
people. We work with the most disenfranchised youth, 
offering them self-empowering programs with a holistic 
approach. Through our four components: Education & 
Media, Economic Development, Coalition Building, and 
Street Outreach, youth gain life skills and develop men¬ 
tally, spiritually and culturally. By addressing the root 
causes of youth alienation, we prevent violence and en¬ 
able youth to sustain a culture of peace. 

This past issue has been made possible through the 
support of the Just Think Foundation (www.justthink.org). 
Just Think is a dynamic non-profit dedicated to teaching 
young people literacy for the 21st century by providing 
them with the skills to be critical thinkers and creative 
producers. The Just Think Foundation is committed to 
promoting media literacy education focused on critical 
inquiry, learning, skill-building and hands-on production 
for and by youth. Just Think and HOMEY hope to col¬ 
laborate on the Listen Up! project where HOMEY works 
with youth to deliver the traditional newspaper while the 
Just Think Foundation plans to expand the model through 
an on-line version. Stay tuned for more 411 in the fall! 

It Hurts 
Chris Kyrimis 

When I go for a walk, I am stepping on you. 

When I kick around the ball, I am kicking 

around your weakened body. 

When I put on my shirt, I am wearing 

your sweat. 
When I wear this hat, I am holding a 

piece of you. 
When I pay for these items, this money does 

not go to you. 
While I am out here "flossin", 
being complemented for my style, you are 

slaving away in a dark hole. 

And do I bother to think of you? 

Am I the one to blame? 
It hurts to even think of what you go through, 

but I know it hurts you even more. 
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The bird’s the word - Snap your fingers 
to the sounds of the Wurlibird Jazz Trio 
while sifting through books @ Bird and 
Beckett Books & Records, 2788 Diamond 
SL, 3 p.m, free. Call 586-3733. 

22T«cwy 
Active resistance - Partner Voices: 
Reception and Talk, "Non- Violent Social 

Change in Hostile Environments". A 
panel of four activists from Bangladesh, 
Rajasthan, and Chiapas, Mexico, who 
have experienced life-threatening situa¬ 
tions in their social work. Women’s 
Building, 3543 18th St., 6-9 p.m., $10. 
Call 824-8384. 

A night for day laborers - A screening of 
Bread and Roses, a Cannes Film Festival 
film about a group of LA Mexican janitors 
who united against their corporate bosses 
to demand equal rights and quality of life. 
A benefit for the SF Day Laborers 
Program as a part of the Laborfest com¬ 
memoration of the SF General Strike of 
1934. Herbst Theater, 401 Van Ness, 7:30 
p.m., $12-$20. Call 642-8066. 

Bardic duet - Readings from a new col¬ 
laboration of the two poets Jorge Argueta 
and Theresa Kennett, entitled Painting 

Shadows/ Pintando Sombras, plus an open 
mic @ Bird and Beckett Books & Records, 
2788 Diamond SL, 3 p.m, free. Call 586- 
3733. 

22 WCI^CSIW 
Put in your two cents - Supervisor Tom 
Ammiano invites his constituents to a 
community meeting to discuss service and 
program priorities in the 2001-2002 bud¬ 
get for District 9. George R. Moscone 
Elementary School, 2576 Harrison St., 1-3 
p.m. For info call 554-5144. 

21TH(fl$IW 

Free Debka - Free pool and belly dancing 
class at Arabian Nights, with dance music 
from the Arab world, Mediterranean food, 
and Henna tattoos. Special performance 
by Debka w/Dyas at 11 p.m El Rio, 3158 
Mission St, 9 p.m., $8. Call 282-3325. 

2)J1 
Keep cool with Cooley - Carolyn 
Cooley, a local multidisciplinary artist, 
continues developing a work called 
Passion of the Bees, a modem parable told 
by bees. Jon Simms Center for the Arts, 
1519 Mission St., 8 p.m, $5-$10. Call 
554-0402. 

Three Nations Circle - Spiritual and cul¬ 
tural performance by indigenous artists to 
provide earthquake relief to San Ramon, 
El Salvador features poetry by Jorge 
Argueta, dramming by Bear Clan Lodge 
and music by Los Andes. Mission Cultural 
Center, 2868 Mission, 7 p.m., $5. Call 
821-1155. 

26 mmx 
The art of urban living - You may not 
have room for your fifth roommate but you 
can always find space for a compost. SF 

League of Urban Gardeners offers a 
free, bilingual workshop on the basics of 
composting. Alioto Park, 20th SL at Capp, 
10 am -noon, free. Call 285-7584. 

27KMfl 
Hep cats - Community Music Center 
Jazz Band performs the works of Stock, 
Miles Davis, P. Jacobo, and Rodgers & 
Hart. Community Music Center, 544 Capp 
SL, 3 p.m., free. Call 647-6015. 

Memorial Day meat and music - 
Memorial Day Shit Kicking Country 
Bands perform, with complimentary BBQ. 
El Rio, 3158 Mission SL, 3-9 p.m., $8. 
Call 282-3325. 

29T«CMy 
Verdi flicks - Two films featuring the 
music of Guiseppe Verdi: In the Shadow 

of . the Stars, a documentary on the San 
Francisco Opera chorus and Luna, an 
angsty cult classic by Bernardo 
Bertolucci. Castro Theater, 429 Castro, 
Shadow 7:00, Luna 9:15, $7.50. This is 
part of the Verdi Goes to the Movies cele¬ 
brating the 100th anniversary of his death. 
For a complete schedule of films go to 
www . sffs.org. For more information call 
561-5003. 

10 WOtvCSiAt 
Mother Jones Photography - A guided 
tour and discussion of the Mother Jones 
2001 Documentary Photography grant 

recipients with the former director of the 
Photo Fund. Ansel Adams Center, 655 
Mission St., 12:30 p.m, $7. Call tick- 
etweb at 800-965-4827. 

21 TWtSM 

Mad Dog returns - Erica Lopez reads 
from Hoochie Mama: The Other White 

Meat, the third installment of her Tomato 
“Mad Dog” Lopez trilogy, in which 
Tomato returns from jail to an SF neigh¬ 
borhood quite different from how she left 
it, with outrageous rent, and cell-phone- 
carrying, vest-wearing “Latte People”. . . 
sound familiar? @ Modem Times 
Bookstore, 888 Valencia St., 7:30 p.m 
free. Call 282-9246. 

ONGOING THEATER AND DANCE 
History and fable - A Traveling Jewish 
Theater presents Reconciled in the Book of 

Secrets or How to Find Romania, a story¬ 
telling by Laura Simms about coming of 
age in Brooklyn and tragic family secrets. 
Through May 6 at A Traveling Jewish 
Theater, 470 Florida SL, 8 p.m, $22.50. 
Call 399-1809. 

Chinese cowgirls - Thick Description pre¬ 
sents local playwright Eugene Chand’s 
production of Rancho Grande, a play 
about a Chinese American girl’s adoles¬ 
cence, mixing the American West with 
Chinese mythology. Through May 13, 

Sunday @ 8 p.m, Thick Description, 1695 
18th SL, $10-$20. Call 401-8081. 

Look twice - Campo Santo + Intersection 
present the world premiere of Luis 
Saguar’s Hotel Angulo, a play set in the 
Mission District about people struggling 
with life on the outskirts of society, the 
very people we might not notice as we 
pass them on our streets. Through May 

13, Intersection for the Arts, 446 Valencia 
SL, 8 p.m, $9-$15. Call 626-3311. 

Go girl - Brava! For Women in the Arts 
Presents... Apertura Modotti, the world 
premiere of Ellen Gavin’s play document¬ 
ing the life, art, and social activism of the 
modernist photographer Tina Modotti. 
Through May 20, Brava Theater Center, 
2781 24th SL, Wed. - Sundays at 8 p.m, 
$22-$28. Call 452-8535. 

Raw and risky theater - Paducah 
Mining Co. presents an evening of one-act 
plays with innovative takes on the 
American Dream. Through May 26, Exit 
Stage Left, 156 Eddy St., 8 p.m., $15. Call 
285-4319. 

Puppets and priests - Playwright Liebe 
Wetzel explores the phenomenon of clergy 
sexual abuse through the unlikely medium 
of puppetry in Snake in the Basement: The 

Prosecution of Rev. Bill Pruitt, a critically 
acclaimed production by Lunatique 
Fantastique. May 3- June 10 at the Marsh, 
1062 Valencia St., $15-20. Call 826-5750. 

Portrait of the writer as a young 
bohemian - Henry Miller in Brooklyn, a 
new play by Goat Hill Productions, is 
about the author’s pre-fame cavorts in the 
roaring twenties with his wife and her 
lover. May 4-20, Potrero Hill 
Neighborhood House Theater, 953 
DeHaro St., 8 p.m, $20 general, $12 
senior/studenL Call 289-6877. 

Some classics were overlooked - Theater 
Rhubarb puts on Penthesilea, the play by 
controversial German Romantic Heinrich 
von Kleist in which the Amazons declare 
war on all men in the midst of the Trojan 
War. May 5-26, Studio 210, 3435 Cesar 
Chavez, 8 p.m., $15 general, $10 
senior/studenL Call 751-0439. 

Post-PoMo Afro Homos - Marvin K. 
White, a local poel performer, visual 

artisL and former member of Post Modem 
African American Homosexuals, presents 
a stage adaptation of his poetry, covering 
being gay in the black community, being 
black in the gay community, family, loss, 
camp, and other issues. May 5-June2, 
Theatre Rhinoceros, 2926 16th St., 8 p.m, 
$20. Call 861-5079. 

mmt m. 

Hip Hop Nation - Yerba Buena Center 
for the Aits explores the diverse world of 
hip-hop through a multidisciplinary arts 
festival. Through August 12, Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, 701 Mission SL, $6 
general, $3 students and seniors, free on 
the 1st Tues. of every month. Call 978- 
2700. 

HTML & PhotoShop Workshops - 
Learn the basics of digital artistry with 
PhotoShop in two Monday classes. May 7 
& 14. Artist’s Television Access, 992 
\hlencia, 6:30 p.m - 9:30 p.m., $195.00. 
Classes are limited to six people. Call 824- 
3890. 

rnirv 
Mondays 

Hootenany redux - Eric Shea and Molly 
Tuttles perform their Monday Night Hoot 
of early sixties acoustic folk rock and stuff 
like that in the Songwriters Showcase. 
Cafe Du Nord, 2170 Market St., $5. Call 
861-5016. 

Tuesdays 

Habla espanol? - SF Public Library hosts 
an all-levels Spanish conversation group at 
the Bernal Heights Branch, 500 Cortland 
Ave., 7:30 p.m., free. 

Wednesdays 

Scrabbled Eggs - Bring your dictionary' 
and your meet your vocab-loving soul 
mate @ Scrabble Nights, Wednesdays @ 
Bernal Heights Branch Library, 7 p.m, 
free. 

Thursdays 

Soul-like, soulful... - “Soulness” with 
DJ Goldmyne, English Steve and special 

guests, spinning the good ol’vintage soul 
and R & B, Thursday s at Hush Hush, 4% 
14th St. @ Guerrero, $3. Call 241-9944. 

Fridays 

There’s no ‘R’ in “May” - Free oysters 
and a world beat dance party with DJ Jose 
Ruiz. El Rio, 3158 Mission SL, 3-9 p.m, 
$8. Call 282-3325. 

Saturdays 

All aboard - Mike Duvall & Friends 
perform their wild comic ride in extended 
performances Saturdays, the Marsh, 1062 
Valencia SL, 7:30, $7. Call 826-5750. 

ENCANTADA 
Gallery of Fine Arts 

904 Valencia Street @ 20th 
Tues.-Sun. 11-7pm, Fri.-Sat 12-8pm 

Telephone: (415) 642-3939 
email: encantadagallery@yahoo.com 

Encantada Gallery presents a 

Mexican Culinary Arts Series 
Laurie MacKenzie, Mission resident and chef specializing in 
Latin American cuisines, will emphasize the use of seasonal, 
organic produce, cheeses, meats and herbs in Mexican 
cooking. This four part series will introduce cooks of all lev¬ 
els to the art of Mexican cuisine, from the historical, cultural 
and regional contexts, to hands on cooking experience. 
Select a class for yourself or give as a gift for a friend. 
Pre-registration required. Call 642-3939. 

Vxe (eve* jtloUf <4 Omma 
Saturday June 10, 10am to 2pm 

ft Cutih&Hj Xouk of Oaxaca in ^tity 
An afflordable insiders culinary tour of Oaxaca for the 

adventurous spirit. Travel arrangements with Toni of 

Americas Travel at (415) 552-4245. 

M«»(eoeeMOOMOMMM«OOOeOMeMOM»»HOeCMM«»»»KeoeOCOeweNM««0««COM»MC«MMMOMOOMeHOCCM«a«MMMN09N9MM0OOMeMN*C«OOMMMMM 

GALLERY EXHIBITION 

tfohcetoHa 
Works by Jose Ramon Lerma 

Opening Reception 
Saturday, May 26 

4 to 6pm 

Cmhiho be h liiifioh 
A Culinary Walking Tour 

& Buffet Sampler 
highlighting speciality shops, 

including lunch. Meet at Cafe Fanari, 

2773 -24th St. near York. Cost is $40. 

Saturday, May 19 • 10am to 2pm 
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24th St. BART Plaza redesign plans 
move forward at third public meeting 

by Joanna Mattson 

The plan to renovate the BART sta¬ 
tion at 24th and Mission is now 
being finalized. BART, in partner¬ 

ship with MEDA (Mission Economic 
Development Association), Urban 
Ecology, the SF Planning Department, and 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission, has held three community 
meetings in the past several months to dis¬ 
cuss various options, ideas, and designs. 
The current unimaginative look of the sta¬ 
tions will make way for new plazas which 
will offer a balance of urban beauty and 
efficiency. Plans will be completed by the 

end of May, but actual construction is still 
probably four years away. 

The major objective of the redesign 
project, which emerged from the first two 
community’ workshops, is to make the new 
plazas safe, more attractive, and reflective 
of the unique identity of the neighborhood 
of which they are a part. In the second 
workshop, people discussed actual design 
ideas to accomplish these objectives. 
Many people suggested removing unwel¬ 
coming structures like the spiked fences 
and the dumpster. 

Demands were made for around-the- 
clock lighting and shelter canopies; others 

asked for more open space, landscaping 
w ith flowers, sturdy trees, perhaps a grassy 
area, seating with mosaics, kiosks, vendor 
carts, or a weekend market to bring activi¬ 
ty and vibrancy to the plaza. It was felt tliat 
tire new design should somehow express 
the flavor of the Mission District; this led 
to suggestions that local artists design 
mosaics or canopies, that there be a com¬ 

munity bulletin board or a space showcas¬ 
ing local art, and that activities be held 
there encouraging local culture and pride. 

At the third community meeting, held 
April 5 at the Mission Presbyterian 
Church, three alternative designs were pre¬ 
sented to representatives of community 
organizations, local residents and business 
owners. The three designs were presented 
by Fernando Marti, the Urban Ecology 
architect who created them, and they were 
then discussed in smaller groups. 

At this point, people in the audience 
were able to participate and voice their 
concerns. Marry people expressed a desire 
to see the stations redesigned entirely, 
either by moving the openings away from 
the center of the plaza, or by turning them 
around so the openings face the street. 
This would make the foot traffic going in 
and out of the stations more visible and 
safe, and would make the space more open 
and inviting. BART representatives 
agreed, but said that kind of overhaul 
would cost millions of dollars and at this 
point was not feasible. For the most part, 
the renovators will have to work with what 
is already there. 

People also wanted to be assured that 
making the plazas more “welcoming” 
would not cause them to be overrun by 
undesirable elements. A BART policeman 
at the meeting pointed out that seating and 
lawns inevitably create “a place for people 
to hang out and sell dope all day.” Others 
suggested seating that can be removed at 
night, or that is impossible to sleep on. 

In the end, all this discussion of mak¬ 
ing BART stations into more comfortable 
and attractive places for people to gather 
only points to a broader issue: there is no 
open space in the Mission. BART can’t 
solve this problem with its new plaza 
designs, but it can at least keep them from 
making the problem any worse. As BART 
representative Peter Albert pointed out, 
BART is aware of these issues. “This will 
not be a solution to the problems in the 
Mission,” he said. “This is not a cure-all.” 

The final design will be presented at a 

community meeting, to be held on May 31. 

Call Ada at Mission Economic 

Development Association at 826-3334 ext. 

16 for time and location. 

One of three versions of the new BART Plaza at 24** and Mission. The final design will include 
elements from all three. 

CHECK OUT OUR TOOLS! 

SAN FRANCISCO 
TOOL LENPINC CENTER 

We are a new resource for renters and property owners of San Fran¬ 

cisco to borrow tools for free - anything from a hammer to a compound 

mitre saw. Sponsored by the San Francisco Public Library and the San 

Francisco League of Urban Gardeners (SLUG). 

2713 San Bruno Avenue @ Bacon 
San Francisco, CA 94134 

415.467.TOOL (8665) 

www.toollending.org 

11-7 

Sat., Sun 

9-5 
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Dan Sudran shows two students some of the finer points of ostrich anatomy. 

A new kind of classroom 
Mission Science Workshop offers hands on learning that’s also lots of fun 

by Jill Winkelstein 

Think back to the last science course 
you took. What pops into your 
head? A sterile classroom with rows 

of desks all facing the front of the room? A 
professor in a white lab coat? The Periodic 
Table of the Elements posted prominently 
on the wall? If that’s your image of the 
proper setting in which to learn science, 
you’ll need to rethink it when you visit the 
Mission Science Workshop, which is any¬ 
thing but your typical classroom. 

Walking into the Mission Science 
Workshop can be somewhat overwhelm¬ 
ing to the senses. Bright, interesting and 
colorful objects cover (and are crammed 
into) every available space. Reconstructed 
mammal skeletons, glass habitats for rep¬ 
tiles, shelves stacked high with clay ready 
to be fired in a kiln, books, posters, and 
brightly painted work surfaces are the 
norm - it’s not the kind of atmosphere any¬ 
one could call “minimalist.” 

Since 1991, the Mission Science 
Workshop has operated out of a large 
classroom at City College in the Mission, 
and has taught science to school children 
in the Mission District. With four full-time 
staff members, the Mission Science 
Workshop hosts anywhere between 300 
and 400 school children per week in two- 
hour time slots. The Workshop is open to 
public schools in the Mission for grades K 
- 12, and also serves City College students 
who are interested in becoming science 
teachers. 

The idea behind the Mission Science 
Workshop is that kids learn best by doing 
hands-on experiments rather than just sit¬ 
ting and listening to a lecture. Director 

Dan Sudran feels the Workshop provides a 
unique opportunity for school children to 
learn science. “This is an opportunity for 
children to learn about their world, both 
the natural world and the world of technol¬ 
ogy - not by being talked at - but by using 
their hands and minds to build and investi¬ 
gate both human and natural systems.” 

The Workshop takes an active 
approach, focusing on doing rather than 
learning only through books or lectures. 
Kids create models and learn about the 
material they’re working with - whether 
it’s clay, wood, plastic or metal. 
Traditional teaching methods don’t neces¬ 
sarily address children’s need to figure out 
for themselves how things work. For that 
reason, the Workshop aims to keep lec¬ 
tures to a minimum, and gets kids working 
with materials and accomplishing things 
on their own. 

A typical project for the Workshop’s 
afterschool program is making a wooden 

box. it might sound easy, but kids use 
many skills making these boxes. They 
learn about measurement, use of tools and 
other skills necessary to assemble their 
projects. Then they get to adorn their box 
with paint and other decorations. The live¬ 
ly and creative atmosphere of the 
Workshop helps them integrate art into all 
aspects of learning. 

Sudran believes that learning science 
is not just accepting what’s being told to 
you by adults. He wants kids to question 
authority and learn critical thinking. “I 
don’t want kids to believe something is 
true just because I say it is.” In addition, 
Sudran thinks mistakes are a healthy part 
of the learning process. “Kids often feel 
helpless, or they just want adults to do 
things for them. I want the kids who come 
here to be unafraid to make mistakes, 
because that’s how they will learn to find 
things out for themselves,” says Sudran. 

Sudran also feels that many teachers 
tend to forget about the role fun can play in 
learning. “When the kids are having fun 
doing something, their minds are more 
open to learning new things.” Whether the 
students are making clay whistles, creating 
topographical maps of the region or learn¬ 
ing the proper use of tools, the emphasis is 
always on making learning fun. 

In starting the Workshop, Sudran 
drew on his dual background as an elec¬ 
tronics technician in the Engineering 
Department at City College as well as on 
his experience as a union organizer. He 
feels that both disciplines - technology 
and organizing - have made the Mission 
Science Workshop a success by helping 
people learn science so they can take con¬ 
trol of and make changes in their own 
environments. 

The Mission Science Workshop has 
been such a success that there are plans to 
expand the Workshop to a national level. 
In California alone, the Workshop has 
expanded to Oakland, Fresno, 
Watsonville, San Jose and Los Angeles. 
Sudran is excited about the possibility of 
expansion, but also feels strongly -his com¬ 
mitment to the Mission. “Growth is impor¬ 
tant, but not at the expense of what we’ve 
accomplished here. We’re here as a model 
to show what can be accomplished when 
you offer this type of environment to kids. 
The Mission Science Workshop is about 
making a difference in the Mission. That’s 
what we’re here to do.” 

Vitabetes 
100% ALL NATURAL 

• Helps Regulate Blood Sugar 
• Promotes Healthy Digestion 
• Accelerates Weight Loss 
• Reduces Joint & Muscle Aches 
• Relieves Arthritis Symptoms 
• High in Protein (over 40% usable) 

• Absolutely No Side Effects 

The healthful ingredient contained in Vitabetes comes 
from a plant in the legume family. This amazing bean, 
which is found only in the remote jungle valleys of the 
mountains of South America, has long been valued for 
its powerful medicinal properties by the indigenous 
people of those regions. 

Now, lor the first lime, the benefits of this traditional 
health food can be yours! Vitabetes has been shown 
to support the body's natural ability to control blood 
sugar. Many have reported actual reduction in their 
abnormally high blood sugar to normal levels. 

CALL US TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

1-800-700-7507 
www.vitabetes.com 

Mention this ad for your 

When friends & family come to town, 

treat them to the elegance they deserve. 

Tours are Available by Appointment 
Please phoue: 

(415) 282-0337 or 1 (800) 967-9219 
Our Fax is: 

(415) 282-2608 
Send E-Mail to: 

Amkuta5F@aol.com 

The .Andora Inn is a raut restored 

Victorian Manor first buju in 1875, 

located in the heart of San FraAciscoi 

ricjjly international Mission District, 

known as one'of the most extiting 

and colorful neighborhoods in the Gty, 

with wonderful art galleries, murals, 

bookstores/cafes and exciting 

new restaurants. 

Among the amenities you will find at the Inn: 

• Expanded Continental Breakfast 

• Five Star Serta Mattresses 

• Color TV with Remote & VCR 
(Complimentary Video Selection) 

• A M/FM Clock Radios 

• Free Local Calls 

• Pleasant Garden Sun Deck 

• Grand Library & Tranquil Ambiance 

TW Aafa» M* it leutM mm . 
uio ua mi UULT he. 
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Introducing MyAccess™ checking from Bank of America. 
Free checking with direct deposit. 

Can you really bank on your own time? Definitely. With MyAccess checking, your account is free with monthly direct 
deposit. It’s that simple. And you’ll have access to your money 24-hours-a-day, 7-days-a-week via any of over 13,000 
ATMs, telephone and online. Simply put, we give you a place to keep your money - you decide when, where and how 
you want to manage it. To find out more about how our new MyAccess checking works, visit www.bankofamerica.com, 
call us at 1.800.900.9000 or stop by. Can you really bank your own way? Why not?- 

MyAccess checking features: 

■ Free checking with monthly direct deposit 

■ No minimum balance requirement 

Free Photo Security® Check Card for added safety 

Free Online Banking with Free Bill Payment Service 

24/7/365 Telephone Banking 

Bank of America. 

For each statement period .ha. a direc. deposi. is no. received u, .he accoun.. a mon.hly service charge applies. Online Banking is always free of«i monthly fee. The minimum deposit to open .he: Kcoun. is 
$100 Bill Payment Service an optional feature of Online Banking. is free of a monthly lee with a monthly direct deposit to your MyAccess checking account and when the accoun is designated as the bill 
... Olherwice a monthly service charge applies. Charges for overdrafts and other account related services still apply. Speak to a Bank of America associate for lull details. payment account. Otherwise, a monthly service charge applies. Charge: 

Bank of America. N.A. Member FDIC. 02001 Bank of America Corporation 

Needs: 

MyAccess checking 

MyAccess checking 

A 25-hour day 

Wants: 

Free checking 

To bank when 
I want to bank 

Enough time to get 
everything done 
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Camaval problems 
Editor, 

I am writing in regards to the 

re-direction of this year’s SF Camaval 

Festival out of the Mission 

District. Many of my friends in the arts 

community have expressed their 

regret at MECA’s decision to do this and 

they will not be attending the 

festival. I have always been under the 

impression, and perliaps incorrectly, 

that this Camaval was a community event 

and as such, a celebration of the 

diverse arts and cultures that are represen¬ 

tative of the Mission District. I 

am writing to you because I would like to 

know the New Mission News 

position regarding this. 

Sincerely, Ann M. Blankenship 

While most other neighborhoods are 

able to have successful street fairs and cel¬ 

ebrations, it is ridiculous the Mission, a 

community with an abundance of artists 

and rich in cultural diversity, cannot. I do 

not think the problem lies with the com¬ 

munity but rather with the organization 

that stages the event. MECA’s contract 

with Mission Neighborhood Centers to 

produce Caranval expires after this year. 

This means there is an opportunity to 

bring in another producer capable of hold¬ 

ing Carnaval in the neighborhood. The 

many people who have been active in 

Carnaval over the years and who want to 

see it remain in the Mission should urge 

the Mission Neighborhood Centers' board 

of directors to pursue that opportunity. 

Victor Miller, Editor 

Editor, 

I recently tore down Camaval flyers 

posted to the palm trees on Mission. I am 

offended that the Camaval organizers des- 

icrate the little bit of greenery we have on 

Missioa There are plenty of poles they 

could use for posting. Trees are living 

things which will die if the bark is 

destroyed - and they will if it becomes 

customary to post on them. The Camaval 

organzation should act as community 

leadens and not set a bad precident for 

every rock band or organization that wants 

to post flyers. Trees are not for the posting 

of flyers! 

Gordon Rowe 

Housing afflicitons 

Editor, 

I picked up your publication at Cell 

Space. I love art and support local artists 

by purchasing their work and making cash 

donations to Cell Space. As an artist and 

creative person myself, I believe artists 

need affordable space to work. I am also a 

property owner and pay a great deal of 

taxes to live in the Mission. I have lived in 

a number of apartments over the years in 

San Francisco. Three times, someone has 

bought the building and they have told me 

to move out. I moved out, and I moved on. 

I’ve finally had it with the constant 

whining and complaining of your paper 

regarding the “displaced” as you wish to 

call them. I worked my ass off to buy my 

property, many nights until 10 or 11, los¬ 

ing sleep, receiving no help from anyone. I 

am not longer going to keep quiet while 

you attack people that are merely trying to 

thoughtfully and responsibly plan out their 

retirement through hard work and sound 

Letters to 
the Editor 

investment, the latter in my case being real 

estate. For the amount of money I have 

spent, on a condominium and single fami¬ 

ly home, I could have bought an apartment 

building and why didn’t I? Because of 

dead beat tenants that wish to suck at the 

breast of the system where they are 

allowed to pay below market value for the 

rest of their lives. How can you justify 

someone paying $700 a month rent on an 

apartment where the purchaser of the 

building paid $750, 000? That rent would 

not even cover the property taxes. Why 

should the tenant get a free ride, while the 

owner pay the brunt of the costs, not mak¬ 

ing a molecule of profit, plus being open to 

being sued for the most minimal issues? 

What would you do if you were a 

property owner? How would you want 

things to work out to be fair for both par¬ 

ties? Wake up. This is a capitalist society 

and real estate is a business. This is 

America and the opportunities are there, 

for everyone, but it takes hard work and 

sacrifice to make dreams a reality. Stop 

focusing on how negative things are and 

your victim-like attitude. Instead of beat¬ 

ing drums and harassing hard working 

business people like Mr. Khorge, use your 

time productively and concentrate on your 

own lives. 

If you want to spend your time 

“afflicting the comfortable,” make YOUR¬ 

SELVES comfortable and stop being so 

angry. Positive energy and moving for¬ 

ward will get you everywhere. 

D James, Mission resident 

Silicon Satanic Curses 

Mr. Satan, 

Who do you think patronizes the busi¬ 

nesses that advertise in your paper? Many 

of those are employed by Silicon Valley 

Companies, who made those businesses 

successful during the 1996-2000 boom. 

Some of the people who started those busi¬ 

nesses are long time local residents that 

may have not thrived had it not been for 

the flood of business they received. 

Marion Trimble 

SS, 

You dumb ass. Johnny Two Wheelss 

was not stating that you were specifically 

referring to his friend, (letters to the editor 

April 2001) he told you he regarded your 

column as sarcastic. I agree with him, it’s 

not funny. Grow up and leave your 

“Wayne’s World” mentality behind you. 

Linda Smith 

Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts and Horizons Unlimited present 

Mes de la 
T uventud 

An of uounq artists from the community. 

Opening Reception 

Friday, May 4, 2001 
6:00-9:00pm 

An evening with music, poetry and 

videos. Refreshments provided. 

At Horizons Unlimited 
440 Potrero Ave at 17th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
Tel. 415.487.6713 

Exhibit 
The show will be at both MCCLA and 
Horizons Unlimited of San Francisco 

MAY 4-26, 2001 
($2 Donation at MCCLA / free tor youth 12-19) 

MCCLA gallery hours: 
Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:00pm 

Horizons Unlimited gallery hours: Call to 
make an appointment for gallery viewing. 

MCCLA 
2868 Mission Street 

San Francisco, CA 9411b 

Tel. 41S.82L115S 

MCCLA will feature artwork of youth alongside "The 

Pan American Unity Interactive Exhibit: An 

Exploration of the Mural by Diego Rivera." an 

interactive computer program from City College. 

At Horizons Unlimited we will celebrate the opening 

of a new youth gallery for all youth from the 

community. 

Art by: Mariana Gan bay R (top), Mario Fusco (bottom) 

Save $90 
on Water Bill 

If you own a single-family home or an apartment building, 

you can qualify to buy one or more toilets from the San Fran¬ 

cisco Water Department for only $10 per toilet. Bring a pic¬ 

ture I.D. Sales will be held from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. on: 

Saturday, May 5 
Crocker-Amazon Recreation Ctr. 

Moscow and Geneva 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Memorial Day, May 28 
Farmers' Market, 100 Alemany 

8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Contact SFWD at 923-2571. 

Buy a New, 
Water-Efficient 

Toilet 
for only $10 
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In My 
Opinion 

Road Rash 
Opinion by Joe Donohoe 

On April 27, Critical Mass experi¬ 
enced one of the largest turnouts 
of bicyclists ever at Justin Herman 

Plaza. That same day, a protest had been 
organized at noon on the steps of City Hall 
to protest the reduction of charges against 
Reuben Espinosa, who the District 
Attorney's office was prosecuting for the 
death of former Mission resident and bike 
messenger Chris Robertsoa Espinosa had 
run his 18-wheeler over Robertson and his 
bike on November 17th of last year in 
what he described to authorities as "play¬ 
ing chicken." 

If there wasn't enough bad feeling 
towards the City among bike riders, the 
death of yet another bicyclist, this time a 
young woman in her 20s, on the morning 
of the same day, made things even worse. 
One of the City's dailies mentioned that 
the young woman had been "swerving" in 
and out of traffic. Once again, the respon¬ 
sibility of staying alive was laid at the feet 
of the bicyclists, and the burden of driving 
safely seemingly removed from any 

motorist. 
There is a psychological perception in 

the United States, not shared in Europe or 
Asia, that a bicycle is a toy, and that any¬ 
one who rides one is somehow a child who 
refuses to grow up, buy a car and get a reg¬ 
ular job. Many motorists seem smugly 
convinced that bicyclists should stay off 
the road and out of their way out so the 
grown-ups can get about their important 
money-making business, as facilitated by 
the efficiency and speed of their internal 
combustion engines. 

But there is another point of view in 
the world, and it goes like this: the bicycle 
is a non-polluting, completely efficient 
means of transportation that is, in addition, 
good exercise and an activity that con¬ 
tributes to a sense of freedom, which used 
to be considered an important American 

When Judge Herb Donaldson 
reduced Rueben Espinosa's bail from $1.5 
million to $ 10,000 and reduced two felony 
assault charges to misdemeanors in the cir¬ 
cumstances surrounding Robertson's 
death, lack of evidence was given as the 
reason. It was also brought up that 
Robertson had a blood alcohol content of 
.015% at the time, so maybe his own reck¬ 
less riding is what killed him. 

That Espinosa, who once went to 
prison for murder, was also under the 
influence of alcohol and narcotics while 
driving a huge commercial vehicle was not 
mentioned by the daily newspaper in its 
coverage of the incident He was in a 
motor vehicle and the bicyclists were in 
his way, so the dead man got what he 
deserved for riding his silly bicycle on a 
public street It's an attitude that's both 
simpleminded and cruel, and in light of its 
tragic consequences it is hard to believe it 
is the perspective of the status quo. 

Espinosa, who was up for a third 
strike and 25 to life, may, as he claimed, 
not have seen Robertson, and maybe the 
Judge was right for not wanting to make a 
man spend the rest of his natural life in 
prison on the strength of the 
evidence ...but using a truck to "play 
chicken" with a group of bicycles is the 
behavior of a jerk, and a dangerous jerk at 
that. Should he really be allowed to drive 
an 18-wheel vehicle on the streets of San 
Francisco once he finishes whatever 
reduced sentence he will have to serve? 

Critical Mass, despite the climate of 
mourning and fear, was for the most part 
peaceful as I rode with it. Most of the peo¬ 
ple involved just seemed to be glad to be 
there and to be alive. If traffic conditions 
and motorist mentalities remain as they 
are, perhaps by this time next year some of 
them won't be. 
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Armed robbery on 19th Street 
19th and S. Van Ness, March 21,10:30pm 

A man brandishing a knife and brass 
knuckles approached a man fixing his car 
in the area. The suspect demanded all the 

money the victim had. The victim told the 
suspect he did not have any money but 
gave the suspect his cel phone. The sus¬ 
pect fled the area on foot. Paper work was 
issued to the victim. 

Shooting on 16th Street 
16th and Mission, April 7,11pm 

While hanging out with a friend a woman 
was shot at this location. The suspect 
approached the woman and asked her for 
all her money. The woman refused at 
which time the suspect attempted to reach 
into her pockets. The woman pushed the 
man away from her. The suspect drew a 
weapon and shot the woman in the leg. 
The suspect was detained in the area and 
transported to Mission Statioa The victim 
was transported to SF General Hospital 
and treated for a gunshot wound. 

Stabbing on Valencia Street 
500 Block of Valencia April 13,11:30pm 

A man was stabbed in the stomach while 
having a drink in a local bar. The suspect 
walked up ‘ the victim and told him he was 
sitting in his chair. The victim refused to 
move. The suspect drew a knife and 
stabbed the man in the stomach. The sus¬ 
pect was arrested at the scene of the crime. 

Bank robbery on Mission Street 
23rd and Mission April 16,12pm 

A male suspect walked into the Bank of 
America and approached one of the tellers. 
He told the woman that he had a gun and 
demanded all the money from her station. 
The woman gave the man thousands of 
dollars and the suspect fled the area on 
foot. The suspect was detained in restau¬ 
rant a few blocks from the bank and was 

identified by eyewitnesses. The suspect 
was booked at Mission Station on charges 
of armed robbery and the FBI was noti¬ 

fied. 

Assault on 17th Street 
17th and Treat, April 22,1:30am 

A man was attacked by a male suspect 
while sitting in his car. The suspect walked 

up to the car and struck the vehicle with a 
hard object. He the struck the victim on the 
head with the same object. The victim was 
unconscious when police arrived and was 
transported to San Francisco General 
Hospital. 

Stabbing on Mission Street 
Mission and Cesar Chavez, April 23,4am 

A man in his car was attacked by three sus¬ 
pects. One of the suspects grabbed the 
steering wheel from the side window of 
the vehicle and demanded all of the vic¬ 
tim’s money. The victim tried to drive 
away at which time he was stabbed by the 
suspect. 

Dog Fighting - Think twice 

The SFPD is making it clear that to 
arrange a dogfight for any purpose is a 
felony and that the police will not hesitate 
to enforce the law. 

Police Chief Fred Lau said, “Anyone 
found arranging or spectating such inhu¬ 
mane activity will be arrested”. The 
Housing Commission warns that dog 
fighting could easily result in immediate 

evictioa 

If you have information regarding dog 
fighting, call Crime Stoppers Hot Line at 
553-9755. A reward of up to 41000 is 
offered for information leading to an 
arrest. You may make the call anonymous. 

This column is brought to you as a public 

service of the SFPD Office of Public 

Affairs and Crime stoppers. If you have a 

question, please call the office at 553- 

1651. 

value. __ 
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Youth Rising on a Mission 
o 

Sunrise Sidewalk Cleaners 

Call Todav for a Free Estimate 41 5-861-8202 

Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 

599 VALENCIA (at 17th) 

(415) 861-7300 

We Buy & Sell Everything 

for Home & Office 

Old, Like New & Antique 

a 5 5 5 \'.ill in u mi-lvI san lfdiKi>u> C.-\ 94105 

<415) SM-S202 
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I 

Instituto Familiar de la Raza, Inc. 
Community Celebration, 

21 Years of Service and a New Home! 

The only known sighting 
of Mother Nature 

Open House Celebration 
May 2.0th, 2001. Open House 1130am- A^opm/Fiesta 930-1130pm 

Cinema Night 
May 21th, 2001,4:00 pm/Mission Cultural Center for Latino Art 

Mr. o Miss Gay, 10th Year Celebration 
lune 18th, 2.001.8:00 pm/Brava Theater Center 

There was a woman outside my window yesterday, 
jabbing broken glass into her cheek and screaming, 

“kill me, kill me”, to passing motorists. 
I thought about helping her, but realized 
it would behoove us both, if I just watched and learned. 
A passion play acted out with no ego, the id allowed to run rampant, 

the super-ego AWOL. 
Freud would have been delighted. 
I watched this rare display with horror, fascination, 
and something resembling envy (ennui) 
Honesty laid naked for all to see with no fillers 
no preservatives, no prejudices, no preferences between 

Lester Young and Cole man Hawkins. 
She was free, improvising as she went along, 
hugging parked cars (mostly newer luxury models) 

and talking to used condoms, 

of love and tragedy, 
or was it concerning the vacant lot ($7.00-Park All Day) 
filling the void of our hearts’ discontent. 
Finally a patrol car arrived and 2 twenty three-year-old cops, 
put her in the back seat/cage, as she schooled them on matters relating to 
violence among certain uppity paramecii and other microscopic 
misdeeds of a similar nature, 
of which she knew an awful lot about an awful lot. 
As the cruiser pulled away, she waved at me, 
silently thanking me for my undivided attention, cowardice, 
laziness, callousness, curiosity and stupidity. 
No one had ever thanked me for these things 

Lee Vilensky 

17 REASONS 

1. You’ve always known you’ve just forgotten 
2. You always wanted to do it 
3. Everyone’s doing it 
4. No one’s doing it 
5. It felt good 

6. You were confused 
7. You were bored 
8. You were abused as a child 
9. You wanted to see what would happen 
10. It was that or the state pen 
11. You were being controlled by forces outside yourself 
12. Sounded like a good idea at the time 
13. Someone had to 
14. You’ve always done it 

15. Why not? 
16. You didn’t want to die without doing it 
17. You wanted to manifest god 

Corazon de laMision 2001 

Delta 

Send poetry submissions to: 
New Mission News, 3288 21ST Street #202, SF, CA 94110. 
vmiller@sirius.com 

2919 Mission St. San Francisco, CA. 94110 
Tel. (415)647-4141 

EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7 p.m. 

Botanas 

COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool Tables 

4 CD Playe^ 

16th & Caff ih. 

Radio Habafia 
Social Club 

Poetry 

Reading 
Sat/Sabado 

May 19 

A.K.A 

Cafe, 

CARLOS VEGA - IMPUNITY, NO MORE 
Carlos Vega is a plaintiff in an upcoming trial against two 

Salvadoran generals acused of human rights violations. 

Near -22nd 

Cuttubd 
1MCDA (415) 824-7659 

1109 
VALENCIA STREET 
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H 
Palatino 

a Roman Trattoria 

Lunch fie Dinner 

weekdays 

closed Tuesday 

Brunch fie Dinner 

Saturday fie Sunday 

803 Cortland 641-8899 
Youth Mural Award winner - ‘Mission Empire’ directed by Eric Norberg with youth from Homey. 
(24*’ and Capp) 

Mural art celebrated with a 

Help Plan New Services and Features 
For the Branch Libraries 

Community discussions will be held at the following branches: 

May 21 Excelsior Branch 

May 22 Marina Branch 

May 24 Richmond Branch 

May 30 Bayview/Anna E. Waden Branch 

May 31 Parkside Branch 

June 4 Eureka Valley/Harvey Milk Branch 

All meetings will be held at 7:00 pm 
For more information, please call 415 557-4353 

San Francisco Public Library 

Neighborhood Self-Reliance Loan Program 
Bank of Canton of California is now offering a special program that may meet your 
special financial needs. Our Neighborhood Sdtf-Reliance Loan Program can help you 
get a loan faster than you think! Our program is desig'ned to offer loans which are 
more affordable, especially for families-with limited annual household income and 
for small businesses with limited capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS 

Purpose of Loan Education, Job Training, Personal (family emergency 
needs), Small Business and Purchase of Commercial 
Vehicle (e.g. Truck) with commercial registration 

Clean Credit History, Annual Household Income of 
$17,000 or less for Education, Job Training, Personal; or 
Initial Capital of $30,000, or less for Small Business and 
Purchase of Commercial Vehicle 

Op to $15,000 per household or per business entity 

Up to 84 months 

5.75% Annual Percentage Rate Fixed* 

* For example, on a loan of $5000, with an 84-month term, 

monthly payment is $72.45 

Please contact Bank of Canton California Loan Reptesentatives to 
find out more about this special loan program. 

San Francisco/Bav Area: 415/391-8912 • 415/421-5215 
415/989-4088 • 415/681-5333 

Qualifications 

Loan Amount 
Repayment 
Interest Rate 

tsrfin 
LENDER 

RANK OF CANTON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

A Tradition of Honest Banking 
Established in 1937 Member FDIC 

We reserve the right to change our lending program, practices, current 
rate, and requirements at any time without notice. 

month of special events 
by vmiller It is almost impossible to walk more 

than a block in the Mission without 
seeing a mural. They’re one of the 

biggest visitor attractions and one of the 
things that make living here a real plea¬ 
sure. No other area of the city, and perhaps 
no other community in the country, is as 
rich in public art as this one. Hard as it is 
not to be aware of them, there is neverthe¬ 
less a month set aside each year just in 
case our consciousness wavers. 

The Precita Eyes Mural Arts and 
Visitors Center, a twenty-four year old 
organization that has created, restored or 
maintained many of the Mission’s murals 
celebrates this vibrant public ait form in 
May during Mural Awareness Month. 
This year there will be four special events 
(as well as the ongoing mural tours) which 
should interest anyone who has ever been 
the least bit curious about how these 
gigantic paintings suddenly appear on the 
scene, who does them and why. 

Things get going with a kickoff party 
at Precita Eyes (2981 24th Street) on 
Friday, May 4th, from 7 p.m. to midnight. 
There will be live music and food, and one 
of this year’s Mural Award winners will 
discuss his or her work. Admission is 

$5.00. 

On May 9th at 6 p.m., Jim Prigoff 
will give a slideshow/talk featuring selec¬ 
tions from the San Francisco Mural 
Archive, his photo archive of over 800 
murals. This free event will be held at 
Koret Auditorium at the San Francisco 
Main Library. 

On Sunday, May 12 from 10 am. to 5 
p.m., Precita Park will be the scene of the 
Mural Awareness Month Festival, which 
will cover every conceivable aspect of the 
genre and should be lots of fun. Guest 

artists will create a mural on stage, atten¬ 
dees will be welcome to join in and create 

a portable mural, and Urban Youth Arts 
will give a demonstration of spray can 
muralism. Artists will explain and demon¬ 
strate the fresco, mosaic and painted tile 
mural styles. And, of course, there will be 
live music (Dr. Loco and others), chil¬ 
dren’s activities, food, arts and merchan¬ 
dise. Admission is free. 

The best murals of the year will be 
honored at a gala awards ceremony at San 
Francisco College’s Diego Rivera 
Theater. The event gets underway at 5 
p.m. with a docent tour of Diego Rivera’s 
stunning Pan America, which is in the the¬ 
ater lobby. The awards ceremony includes 
dancing, a buffet dinner and a no-host bar. 
Tickets are $25 and proceeds go to Precita 
Eyes’ cultural activities and capital cam¬ 
paign. 

Precita Eyes also offers a variety of 
weekend walking tours that continue all 
through the year. Every Saturday and 
Sunday at 1:30 p.m., starting at Precita 
Eyes Center, you can join a tour of over 
70 local murals, preceded by an historical 
slide show, for $10. 

A tour of over 60 murals leaves from 
Cafe Venice at 11am at 3325 24th Street 
(near the BART station) every Saturday 
and costs $8. 

Every Sunday, a third tour begins at 
the Park Bench Cafe at Folsom and Precita 

includes a visit to the original Precita Eyes 
studio and continues with an eight-block 
tour of 40 murals in the Precita Park area. 

A bicycle tour leaves from Precita 
Eyes every Sunday at 11am and costs $10. 

For information on any of these activ¬ 
ities, contact Precita Eyes Mural Arts and 
Visitors Center at 285-2287 or go to their 
website at www .precitaeyes.org. 

Urban Youth Mural Award winner - ‘Dream’, directed by Flame with the Urban Youth Arts Class, 
(The Deli-Up Cafe, 20*’ and Bryant) 
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Be a visionary, bike to work May 17 
by Linda Atkins 

As you cycle to work May 17 on 
Bike to Work Day, whether for 
the very first time or as you do 

every day, remember that you’re not just a 
responsible commuter. Remember to 
appreciate yourself for being a visionary. 

Now that you’re a visionary, what will 
you conjure into being? For starters, see 
your grandchildren and their grandchil¬ 
dren breathing clean air and drinking pure 
water, our dependence on cars eliminated 
in favor of sustainable modes of trans¬ 
portation such as walking, cycling and var¬ 
ious forms of mass transit This revolution 
was spearheaded by dreamers like you. 

See uncrowded city streets that are 
peaceful, inviting places for strollers to 
stroll, friends to meet, shoppers to shop 
and diners to dine. Imagine being able to 
step off a curb without fearing for your 
life; imagine your children walking safely 
through your neighborhood to school. 
Imagine quiet. 

Now visualize your wallet full of 
money that you didn’t have to spend on car 
payments, insurance, repairs, parking and 
traffic tickets, and gasoline. What will you 
do with all that extra cash? With substan¬ 
tially reduced financial demands, you 
might even be able to work a little less 
each week. 

Picture yourself on the phone to your 
gym, canceling your membership. You 
don’t need to go there now that commuting 
doubles as exercise. That’s more extra 
money in your bank account, and extra 
time to spend playing with your children, 
learning to tap dance, or whatever it is you 
don’t have time for now. 

If that’s not enough inducement, think 
of the extra Cheetos (or Barbara’s Natural 
Cheese Puffs) you’ll probably need to eat 
now and then to replace the extra calories 
you’ll bum cycling to work. Visualize 
guilt-free junk food! 

Imagine the end of parking hassles: as 
a bike commuter, you will never again 
drive around for 45 minutes or longer 
looking for a parking place.Picture your¬ 
self enjoying your commute to work 
instead of arriving there in a foul mood. 
(For an unscientific preview of this, go 
over to Valencia Street and observe the 
expressions on the faces of cyclists travel¬ 
ing in the bike lanes. Do you know why 
many of them look so happy? They’re 
thinking, “How great to be riding my bike 
and not trapped inside a stuffy car!”) 

Tty on the idea that happiness doesn’t 
depend on getting to your destination 
faster, maybe the supreme temple of 
enjoyment is located right where you are 
this very moment, not around the next cor¬ 
ner or ten minutes hence, but right now 
and right here. 

Rather than saying, “But this is how 
it’s always been,” dare to ask, “How would 
I like things to be? What kind of neigh¬ 
borhood, city and world do I want to live 
in? How do I want things to be for my 
children and the other people I love mostT’ 

Ask not how we will accommodate 
more cars in our finite bit of space, but 
how we can use cars less. With Bay Area 
auto traffic predicted to increase 250 per¬ 
cent in the next 20 years, the world is 
lucky you’re considering that question, 
and even luckier that you rode your bike 
on Bike to Work Day. Happy cycling and 
ride safely! 

Bike to work and get free stuff. 

MISSION CAMERA SHOP 
Black & White develop and print 
3"x5" or 4"x6" with or without borders 

$1263 24exp. $1625 36exp. one to two days 

B&W Film (35mm) 

develop only 52Z5 

(no prints or proof sheet) 

Check out our large selection of Black & White film, 
used camerds and lensej, assorted camera accessories, 
darkroom supplied and color photofinishing service. 

1089 Valencia at 22nd Street 641-8396 
10am to 5:30pm Monday through Friday 11am to 5pm Saturday 

2 
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niman ranch beef burgers, rocky free range chicken, 
hot dogs, freshly cut french fries and milkshakes 

Arriba Juntos 

Tech n®l»gy 

Center 

Now Offering: 

Office Skills Training: Word 

Processing, Spreadsheets, 

Internet, Windows 95/98 

Introduction to Computers and 

the Internet (in Spanish) 

Free computer access during 

drop-in hours 

Orientations for Computer Training 

Every Thursday at 9:30 

Call for details! 

Computer Training: 487-7830 

Other Services: 487-3240 

Also available at Arriba Juntos: 

Employment Services 

Job Information Center 

The Health Careers Training for 

Certified Nurse Assistant and 

Home Health Aide 

Employment Development 

Department (EDD) Services 

1850 Mission Street San Francisco, CA 94103 

Palatino, a restaurant that 
cooks with love 
By Jane Anne Doherty 

Had dinner with a friend at Palatino 
the other night and was pretty 
much blown away. I knew it had 

replaced Barking Bassets, but I’d always 
found that name a little off-putting, so I’d 
never been there. I was surprised at how 
sweet it was (nothing like Barking Dogs) 
and how filled with nice people who love 
great food. It’s on Cortland Street, which 
is worth (for me) taking the bus to get 
there. 

Aldo Blasi is the moving force behind 
Palatino. He is from Rome, and he 
explained that Rome has a particular style 
of Italian cooking. That makes sense for 
countries that are homogenous: most of the 
cooking in Italy is Italian, so regional dif¬ 
ferences are the nuances people appreci¬ 
ate. In the States, (or to this only slightly 
sophisticated palate), I really only get the 
difference in Italian cooking between 
Tuscan (north) and Sicilian (south) styles. 
And, true to form, Roman style Italian 
cooking seems to fall between the two. I 
would say it’s less rustic, more sophisticat¬ 
ed, and a compromise between heavy and 
light, spicy and pure. The chef, Dino 
Scopazzi, first opened a restaurant with 
Aldo fourteen years ago. They are a well- 
matched and well-experienced team. 

As I said, the place is quite cozy. The 
overall look is warm, earth-toned and 
unobtrusive. A few splashes of rustic reds 
appear in a couple of paintings. The sound 
level is quite tolerable. The music was in 
the background where it belonged. The 
tabletops are at present shiny copper, 

which will only get nicer with age—that 
wonderful verdigris that aging copper gets. 
I love things that get better with age— 
there are so few of them, it seems. 

And to describe the ambiance just a 
bit more, there is a loving efficiency 
(sounds almost like another oxymoron, 
doesn’t it?) permeating Palatino. From the 
minute you enter, you are welcomed as 
probably only Italians can welcome you. 
Aldo appears to be truly delighted to have 
a guest he can feed. I know that feeling - 
I have it, too. That caring spirit extends to 
the staff as well. 

The menu is classically Italian—the 
courses go on and on, and they don’t even 
list the desserts (dolcies), fortunately, 
because just having it in my hand would 
cause me to gain weight. 

The dinner menu consists of Antipasti 

e Insalate, (you can figure that one out). It 
includes, however, three pizze, very thin 

cmsted but not so small items I used to call 
pizetti. There are two specials daily and a 
regular. Then Prima Piatti (pasta dishes 
and heavier soups), then Secundi Piatti 

(which is the real entree: meat and fish 
entrees). 

If someone were to choose from each 
of these courses, not to mention the 
Contornie (vegetables, side dishes), or 
desserts, it would take a long, Italian 
evening to enjoy, or even survive. We 
Americans seem unwilling to give a great 
meal the time it deserves. So Palatino 
offers a variety of ways to eat as much or 
as little as you choose. 

And those long Italian meals have 
wine to sip between courses and keep 
things going at a peaceful pace. The wine 
list at Palatino also shows the loving effi¬ 
ciency which has gone into Palatino. It 
covers a great variety of balance and 
prices, all Italian, of course. But it isn’t 
pages long. Many are sold by the glass. 

We started with an appetizer and a 
salad. I had blue tuna tartare and my com¬ 
panion had a romaine salad. The tuna was 
paper thin, wrapped around a mixture of 
aromatics, and a lovely light starter. The 
romaine was very, very lightly dressed; 
our waiter pointed that out, and we asked 
for a little more balsamic vinegar. 
Perfecto! 

Next was the pasta course, and from 
here we chose to select our entrees. My 
friend had an absolutely perfect rendition 
of homemade ravioli stuffed with butternut 
squash, ever-so-lightly dressed with a but¬ 
tery broth. 

I’d never had gnocchi before. Didn’t 
know how to pronounce it, and wondered 
about pasta filled with potatoes. Might 
that not be a bit of starch overkill? Well, 
now I know differently. These tiny little 
nuggets that surely float to the top when 
they’re cooked (correct me if I’m wrong) 
were the lightest clouds of soft white puffs, 
and I couldn’t tell where the pasta stopped 
and the potatoes begaa It was sauced with 
wild mushroom broth. Heaven! 

There are about as many vegetarian 
dishes offered as fish and meat Some of 
the meat dishes, however, (that’s the next 
course, remember) include rabbit, oxtail, 
lamb chops and steak. This is the sort of 
place which draws you back in order to try 
everything. 

The desserts looked entirely sinful; 
we split a tiramisu, a dessert by which I 
test Italian Restaurants. Again, the love 

with which everything is prepared and pre¬ 
sented came through. I really can’t say 
enough about this wonderful addition to 
our dining-out options. Go there. 

RESTAURANT 
SERVING 

THE BEST MARCARITAS AND 
AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE 

IN THE BAY AREA 

NEW 
WEEKEND BRUNCH 

8AM-2PM 
SATURDAY 

AND SUNDAY 

< 
I 
f 

Palatino is located at 803 Cortland, open 

for lunch and dinner daily, brunch on 

Saturday and Sunday, accepts credit cards, 

but not reservations. Perhaps calling 

ahead would be a good plan. Their phone 

number is 641-8899. 
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A look behind the scenes 
A few unseen hands that have helped form our local music 

By Sonny Smith 

First: Ring, ring, ring, the telephone 
rings. “Hello.” “Hey Ralph, can you 
come down Thursday night and sit 

in with my band?” “Yeah, o.k., all right” 
Thursday night: at a club somewhere in the 
Mission district of San Francisco, a man in 
a fedora or perhaps two large muttonchops 
walks in with a suitcase, maybe a clarinet 
case. He finds the band, opens his box, 
pulls out a nose flute, a clarinet, and two 
penny whistles, a piccolo, a saw and per¬ 
haps a brick, or maybe a pair of scissors. 
He sits down to play with the band and he 
chimes right ia That’s Ralph Carney and 
he’s been doing this for 20-some-odd 
years. 

He’s been on so many albums by local 
artists it’s too hard to count; Map of 
Wyoming, Granfaloon Bus, Drizzoletto, 
Brass Monkey, Beth Custer, and Tom 
Waits to name a few, not to mention his 
own incredible bands. And Ralph has had 
the unique ability to be a sought-after ses¬ 
sion player and yet also keep his own per¬ 
sonality as a sideman. Not many session 
players graduate to that level. This point in 
particular leads to a Ralph Carney touch, a 
touch that unifies, in small parts or large, 
all the bands he performs with. 
Considering how many recording sessions 
and gigs he’s done with little or no pay, 
he’s now elevated to the status of a patron 
of the arts. 

More importantly, this dedication and 
persistence has done something amazing: 
it’s left an imprint on the San Francisco 
musical body. That’s not something many 
can boast of. He’s helped develop and 
mold the local sound. It’s added continuity 

to San Francisco’s own ‘BIG SHOW’ as it 
were. He’s created unity. 

Second: Ring. Ring. Ring. “Bottom of 
the Hill booking.” “Hey Ramona, I need 
something for second half of April.” “O.K. 
Let’s see what we can do”. Next scene: 
any given night at the Bottom of the Hill: 
a woman behind the bar is looking out 
over a packed house. On stage is a local 
band, opening for another local band, 
opening for perhaps a national act That’s 
Ramona Downey looking out from the bar. 
What sets her apart from other bookers in 
this town? Consistency and persistence in 
working hard WITH local acts to give 
them a magical night on stage. 

This unique combination has ulti¬ 
mately affected the musical life here in the 
City and in the Mission, particularly since 
so many of these bands reside in the 
Mission neighborhood. It’s created a 
‘touch,’ you might say: the Ramona touch. 
This sense of what will work and what 
won’t has helped shape, mold and nurture 
the San Francisco music scene. She’s been 
doing this for over 10 years at the Bottom 
of the Hill, constantly supporting and nur¬ 
turing the local music scene. She also con¬ 
sistently leaves an indelible print on the 
local aits just by the choices she makes 
and her insistence on collaborating with 
bands rather than merely hiring them. 

“I really like to keep it fresh and to 
keep it new. First thing I ask is ‘whom do 
you wanna play with?”’ And we just 
brainstorm on who will work. We try to 
draw from a similar aesthetic.” Then she 
added “I love jazz the most, but my per¬ 
sonal aesthetic can’t run the club so I try to 
get in the head of whomever we’re book¬ 
ing.” And right there is testimony to the 

fact that she is an unfaltering supporter of 
artists rather than taking them for granted, 
and that is the key to her success in help¬ 
ing this local music grow. 

Third: Ring. Ring. “What?” “Greg, I 
want to do this weird thing on the album” 
“Alright” Next scene: thrift store; a man 
purchases an old hamburger hotplate, then 
stops at a corner store, buys some bacon 
and then beats it back to Low Down 
Studios, where he spends an hour hooking 
up a microphone to the hot plate so the 
band he’s working with can have the low fi 
fizzle of bacon behind a clarinet-guitar 
duet 

That’s Greg Freeman, producer, engi¬ 
neer, and sometimes musician for bands 
like Ovarian Trolley, Dieselhed, 
Granfaloon Bus, the Buckets, Ed’s 
Redeeming Qualities, Victor 
Krumanucher, Old Joe Clarks, Virgil 
Shaw, Freeman’s own band Virginia Dare, 
J.C. Hopkins, and Barbara Manning to 
name just a tiny, tiny percentage of his 
amazing list He was there with his now 
defunct one-man studio, Lowdown, all 
through the ‘90s, producing, engineering 
and sometimes playing on all these 
albums. That’s amazing. 

Recording so many albums for so 
many artists, and sustaining the ability to 
choose whom he wanted to help and whom 
he wanted to work with has created noth¬ 
ing less than a sound or a‘style’. And this 
style is now part of so many local artists’ 
albums and repertoire that he is yet anoth¬ 
er magnificent example of someone 
behind the scenes who has totally affected 
the musical soul of this community. It has 
made for cohesiveness. It has helped 
establish a unity and even a palpable tex¬ 
ture to so many of the local bands we lis¬ 
ten to. 

Ramona Downey explained it: “He’s 
probably like a lot of greats in that when 
you want to work with an artist you want 
to complement them, you want to find out 
what they are trying to get at and help 
them get there. Everybody respects Greg 
Freeman and wants him to help on their 
albums because he respects them.” And 
this could just as easily be said about 
Ralph Carney as well, and it is exactly 
what makes Ralph such a fantastic part of 
San Francisco music; it could just as easi¬ 
ly be said about Ramona Downey as well, 
and it is what makes her such an important 
and integral part of what we experience in 
our local culture. 

“I agree that they are all kindred 
spirits in the way that they have immersed 
themselves in the local music and always 
brought such faith and good cheer to it 

And they get the job done,” said one 
local artist who’s worked with the three of 
them in their selective capacities. 

Do you have thoughts about 

owning your own home? 

Don't think you'll ever be able to afford it? 

If you answered yes to either of these questions, the San 

Francisco Homeownership Center is the place to be! The 

Center serves as an educational service for low-moderate 

income individuals interested in homeownership in the Bay 

Area. 

The Center's services include; educational seminars, 

individual sessions, referrals to lenders and realtors, 

monthly affordable housing'!is^ings, and much more! 

Lr'> 

If you request a credit repoi4 with our agency 

■ j the c^itiis $15. 
Call Usi (4lSf$82-3334 ext. 5 

V\'N“' 
V...1 

Ma tmove! 

Sign up for an orientation today! 

Our Bilingual Services Include: 

• San Francisco Business consultation and Loan Packaging 

• Commercial Real Estate Consultation & Assistance 

• Home Childcare Business Assistance 

Mission Economic Development Association 
www.medasf.org 415-282-3334 
3505 20th St (@ Mission) AiEDk 
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Low Fee 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

New College of California 
COMMUNITY COUNSELING 

CENTER 

Experienced Therapist Interns 

providing individual, couples and 

family therapy to the community. 

Ill Valencia Street 

(415) 437-3456 

Miracle Mile Makers 
MISSION MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION 

Go to www.RubyGalleiy.com for an 
opportunity to see the exclusive work of 
participating artists. 

Ruby Gallery is located at 3602 20th 
Street. Phone 550-8052 or email: 
Ruby@RubyGalleiy.com 

Mission Merchants 
Association 

General Meeting 

Thursday 

MAY 17 Ruby Gallery is a San Francisco- 
based cooperative, bringing 
together a group of talented arti¬ 

sans and craftspeople who make beauti¬ 
ful and unique jewelry and gifts. Ruby 
carries the best local arts and crafts. 
From jewelry and accessories to hand¬ 
made lamps and furniture, Ruby has gifts 
for anyone and everyone. Special and 
custom orders are welcome. 

NOON 

TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: 
THE HOUSING CRISIS 

CALL FOR LOCATION 

All local merchants welcome 

TO JOIN MISSION MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION 
CALL 979-4171 

Cafe / Restaurant 
FOOD & FANTASY OF SPAIN 

Home of S(h)ANGRI(L)A 

Monday-'Thursday: 5:30-10:30 pm Friday & Satuday: 6-12 midnight 

3120 -16th Street 
431-4009 

CS fe 
it 

Among the few, the only Authentic Spanish restaurant! * 
Monday-Thursday: 11-3 pm, 5-10 pm 

Friday: 11-3 pm, 5-11 pm Saturday: 11-11 pm Sunday: 3-10_pm 

3292 -22nd Street 
262-0067 

Richard Pitt 

The marketing campaign for Sarafem One of the more disturbing trends 
over the last few years has been 
the increase in advertising for pre¬ 

scription chugs on television. This has 
occurred as a result of a 1997 change in the 
policy of the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) regarding how 
drngs can be advertised. As a result of this 
we have seen a huge increase in the num¬ 
ber of adverts on TV for a number of dif¬ 
ferent drugs. One of the most controver¬ 
sial has been for a drug called Sarafem. 
This has been advertised for a condition 
called Premenstrual Dysphoric Disorder or 

PMDD. 

This condition is being distinguished 
from Premenstrual Syndrome (PMS), from 
which many women suffer to varying 
degrees. There are a number of questions 
this brings up. First, the drug Sarafem is 
identical to Prozac, the popular anti¬ 
depressant. One has to wonder how 
appropriate this anti-depressant is for this 
condition. Prozac is given for an emotion¬ 
al and/or chemical imbalance creating 
symptoms of depression, anxiety and other 
mental difficulties. 

It gives the impression that there is a 
pill for every problem in daily life. In fact, 
the FDA also took exception to the nature 
of the advert and stated in a letter to the 
company that it “trivializes the seriousness 

of PMDD,” and the company was asked to 
cease using this broadcast advertisement. 
Eh Lilly agreed to heed the agency’s 
request, but the company could have con¬ 
tinued to run the ads. It was not legally 
obliged to stop the adverts as the FDA can¬ 
not enforce its recommendation. 
However, drug companies generally do 
comply with recommendations from the 
FDA for public relations reasons. 

Therefore, we may wonder how 
objective physicians will be when women 
who have seen the advert ask for the drug. 
Instead of the advert informing people of a 
new option for a clinical condition, it looks 
like it is attempting to persuade people to 
ask for a familiar drug which has been 
repackaged to look new. This is for a con¬ 
dition which is not easy to diagnose and 
which relies on a general description as 
opposed to a more specific medical diag¬ 

nosis. 

Even if there is a distinct condition of 
PMDD, is Sarafem the best option to treat 
it? It looks like the company producing 
Prozac, Eli Lilly and Company, is looking 
for another marketing opportunity for one 
of its most profitable drugs. The advert for 

Sarafem confirms this opinioa It has 
shown a frustrated woman struggling with 
a shopping cart in a supermarket, a situa¬ 
tion many people face with or without 

PMDD. 

This may put more pressure on doc¬ 
tors to prescribe the drug if patients 
demand it. Instead of their supposed aim 
to inform the public of new options for 
various conditions, it is mostly a market¬ 
ing ploy to encourage people to take more 
medications. The question has to be where 
the balance between education, need and 
manipulation lies, and whether a chemical 
answer is the best one for a condition 
which can have many causes. 



New Mission News MAY. 2001 29 

Dear Library Lady: 

Everyone in our family is a music 
lover and we are spending too much 
money on CDs. Does the Mission Library 
lend CDs? 

Compact Disk Family 

Dear Compact Disk Family: 

The Mission Library does have CDs. 
You can borrow them for three weeks for 
free! Let’s start by discussing the youngest 
members of your family. The Children’s 
Room recently started ordering CDs, so 
keep your eye out for new music CDs as 
well as audio books on CDs for children. 

Titles specifically designed for infants 
include the following: 

A Child’s Celebration of Lullaby 
Heartbeat Musical Therapy 

Some titles are from friends your chil¬ 
dren will recognize: 

Barney’s Sleepytime Songs 
Blue’s Big Musical Movie 
Sesame Road 

Will Smith’s Willennium 
LeAnn Rimes’ Sitting On the Top of the 

World 
Ricky Martin’s Ricky Martin 
Grupo Limite’s De Corazon al Corazon 
98°’s 98° and Rising 

The adult collection has a large num¬ 
ber of CDs. It includes country music 
such as Willie Nelson’s Milk Cow Blues, 
jazz titles such as Toni Braxton’s Heat, 
jazz titles such as Branford Marsalis’ 
Contemporary Jazz, and soundtracks 
such as Almost Famous. 

Pop music’s diversity is reflected in 
the following titles: 

Andrea Bocelli’s Sueflo 
Madonna’s Music 

Very Best of Dionne Warw ick 

Tte Mission Library also has a sizable 
Latino CD collection that includes the fol¬ 

lowing: 

Gloria Estefan’s Alma Caribefia 

Son by Four’s Son by Four 

We also own CDs by artists who have 
their own following: 

modern times bookstore 
A progressive resource for 

/VI ay Events: 

5/2 Han Ong 

Fixer Chao 

5/3 Nick Flynn 

Some Ether 

SI 15 Archie Green 

Torching the Fink Books 

SI 17 Francisca Valenzuela 

Defenseless Water 

SI 18 Ripe Fruit Reading 

5/19 Ariel Dorfman 

Blake's Therapy 

5/24 Amber Hollibaugh 

My Dangerous Desires 

the Bay Area - A neighborhood bookstore for the Mission 

5/31 Erika Lopez 
Hoochie Mama 

5/7 & 5/21 Doug Dowd 

Our Indie Press 
of the Month is 

LONELY PLANET 

5/16 Richard Sterling 

World Food Hong Kong 

Connor Gorry 

Central & South America 

5/22 Scott McNeely 

Europe on a Shoestring 

All Lonely Planet books 
25% off during the 

month of May 

888 Valencia Street, San Francisco 
415/282-9246, www.mtbs.com 

PUBLIC EDUCATION WORKS WHEN YOU DO YOUR PART 

2nd Annual Ceneral Meeting 

Saturday. May 19tn 9 30AM - 3 00PM 

Everett Middle School - 
450 Church Street (@ 16"” 

Please register by calling PPS-SF at: 
(415) 642-6260 by May 15"'. 

Lunch & childcare (art by SCRAP) provided for 
those who register by deadline 

Translation on site 
www narpnts4r>uhlic<;rhonls mm __ 

Superintendent Ackerman presents her 
vision for parent involvement at 2 30PM 

PPS is a national organization of grassroots chapters dedicated to recruiting 
students, involving parents and improving public schools 

www Darents4oublicschools com 415 642 6260 

We also have more traditional chil¬ 
dren’s music: 

Burl Ives Sings Little White Duck 
Ella Jenkins’ Songs Children Love to Sing 
Pete Seeger’s American Folk, Game & 

Activity Songs for Children 
Woody Guthrie and Arlo Guthrie’s This 
Land Is Your Land 

There are also a few series that have 
several titles you can choose from. One 
example is the Classical Kids series that 
introduces the music of Tchaikovsky, 
Mozart, Bach, Beethoven, and Handel to 
children while telling them a story. There 

is also the Jim Weiss Greathall 
Productions Presents series whose titles 
include Egyptian Treasures: 

Mummies and Myths, Fairytale 
Favorites in Story and Song, Greek 
Myths, and Shakespeare for Children. 

The Mission Library shelves its teen 
CDs in the Teen Section. They include the 
following titles: 

K.D. Lang’s Invincible Summer 
Susana Baca’s Eco de Sombras 
Eminem’s The Marshall Mathers LP 

‘N Sync’s No Strings Attached 

Use your library card, and start listening to 
CDs for free! 

Happy Reading and Listening! 
Library Lady 

STORYTIMES FOR CHILDREN AT 
THE MISSION LIBRARY 
Pre-school Storytime (English): 
Tuesdays at 10:30 am. forages 3-5. 
Family Storytime (English): Saturdays at 
11:30 a m. for all ages. 
Family Storytime (Spanish): Saturdays at 
12 p.m. for all ages. 
A short craft activity for Family 
Storytime participants follows the 
Spanish storytime._ 
You cart send a question directly to Library 

Lady, do The New Mission News, 3288 
21st Street #202, San Francisco, CA 

94110, or feel free to email her at library- 

lady@sfpl. lib.ca. us 

Spend the 

Evenings 

With Us 

2 Nights for 2 Years 

SCHOOL o/GRADUATE PSYCHOLOGY 

An M.A. in PSYCHOLOGY leading to M.F.T. licensure. 

FEMINIST-CLINICAL and SOCIAL-CLINICAL EMPHASIS. 

Accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges 

Financial aid is available for students who qualify. 

Informational Meeting: 
Thursday, May 10, 6:30pm 

766 Valencia Street 

San Francisco, CA www.newcollege.edu 

415-437-3421 ncwcollcgcttpsych.edu 

Eclipse Dance-Theater 
Summer Day Camp 

at Dance Mission Studios, 3316 24th St./Mission 
Are you ready to learn and have fun? Here’s how it’s done! 

Drama • Capoeira* Games • Hip-Hop • Voice • Modern 

eclipse 

• Create a live performance from the ground up! 
• Work with professional actors and dancers 

• All levels encouraged and challenged 
June 11-29 

Three one-week sessions for ages 5-13 
Daycare & Scholarsips Available 

NOW ENROLLING! CALL 415.550.7915 
www.eclipsedancetheater.com 
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Visit Good Vibrations, the Bay Area’s 
“clean, well-lit place” to buy sex toys, books and videos. 

•women-owned and operated -friendly, knowledgeable staff 
•wide selection—from educational to erotic 

Good 
Vibrations 

San Francisco 
1210 Valencia Street 

Berkeley 
2504 San Pablo Ave. 

(510)841-8987 (4IS) 974-8980 

Open Sun.-Thurs-. I lam-7pm; Fri. and Sat. I lam-8pm 

www.goodvibes.com I-800-BUY-VIBE 

“...it’s d ghetto 4 star restdurdnt.” 

Featuring regional Italian cuisine 

and down home comfort food 

served with equal flair. 

thursddy - Saturday Sunday - tuesday 
6pm-2dm 6pm-12am 

18 Virginia st. at mission, now serving weekend brunch 

206 - 2086 

) ,& NO 
M GRILL 

sis 

A Swank Neighborhood Bar 
in the Heart ot San Francisco s 

New Bohemia 
540 Valencia Street (Between 16th & 17th) 

Open 2 to 2 • Seven Days a Week.864-24 1 9 

New Mission News 

Scholars in the streets 
An estimated 2600 Latino honor students celebrated their academic success with a parade 
down Mission Street on April 30. The march ended up at Mission High field and Everett 
Middle School, where local colleges and universities had set up information tables. The 
two locations were needed to accomodate the large number of students who made the 
grade. This event, the fifth annual, was co-sponsored by the Latin American Teachers' 
Association and the San Francisco Unified School District 

Oops and Aha! 
Clarion Hall was not included in the big demolition at 17th and Valencia as reported here 
last month. The massive destruction (in preparation for condo construction) stopped just 
short of the historic (in our opinion anyway) artists' residence. The days of Clarion Hall 
are nonetheless numbered. On April 29, the scene was embellished with a giant red "A" 
which might mean anarchy, art or achoo (this being allergy season). Then again, it could 
one of the many A's earned by Latino honor students (see above). 

Credit where credit is due 
Last month's article, "Is it art or is it just Dave?" was written by Justine Sharrock 

Back to the Picture Gallery is Back 
After a two-year break, Servio Gomez' Back to the Picture returns to exhibiting original 
art by Mission-based artists. On May 17 his Latin American Gallery presents contempo¬ 
rary Salvadoran painters Isaias Mata and Ricardo Cartagena in "Imagenes de un Mismo 
Afiil/Images of a Same Blue". Cartagena's lushly textured monochromatic aciylic paint¬ 
ings express narratives with a magical realist bent, in contrast to Mata's dreamlike spec¬ 
trum of richly colored circus-like nudes with wheels. These are a departure from his mural 
work- influenced by Mexico's muralists' Orozco and Siqueiros. 

Seven years into his painting career and life in the United States, Cartagena is proud 
to exhibit with a maestro such as Mata, whose prolific career spans twenty years. Mata 
shares his talent for painting by lecturing throughout Latin America and the United States, 
recently teaching at the Josefina Conttee Institute in Corrientes, Argentina. He views 
painting murals as a vital link to people, carrying on a tradition of past muralists-- mak¬ 
ing art public. Watch for Mata's new mural in San Francisco, now being painted at 29th 
and Church Street near St. Paul's Church! Like Mata, Cartagena demonstrates social 
responsibility through his art. He gained recognition this past year from his eviction 
series, evoking the soul and sadness of what it means to lose a home and to be isolated. 
Most recently, he worked as a key organizer and contributing artist for "Por Amor a El 
Salvador," an earthquake relief art benefit held at the Mission Cultural Center in collabo¬ 

ration with CARECEN. 

OPENING Reception at Back to the Picture/Latin American Gallery: Thursday, May 17, 

2001, 8-10 p.m., 934 Valencia @ 20th. Exhibit runs through June 7. For more informa¬ 
tion, please call Servio at 415/826.2321. -- Sarah Henderson 
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Round World 
Music Review 

Robert Leaver 

SANTOS/MATOS 
& BAHIAN SOUL 
One cannot talk about the history of 

Latin music in the Bay Area with¬ 

out mentioning John Santos. A 

world class conga and timbale drummer, 

he is also an arranger, educator, and pro¬ 

ducer whose depth of knowledge and 

enthusiasm has been fundamental to our 

local music scene. A founding member in 

the 70s of Orquesta Tipica Cienfuegos, 

Santos went on to form Orchestra 

Batachanga and the Machete 

Ensemble, which continues today under 
his direction. 

Often thought of as a musician's 

musician, Santos was instrumental in res¬ 

urrecting the career of Cuban bass mae¬ 

stro Cachao and had the courage to estab¬ 

lish connections with musicians in Cuba 

long before the current era of "cultural 

exchange." More recently he has per¬ 

formed and recorded as part of a truly 

dynamic duo with virtuoso Cuban pianist 

Omar Sosa. 

He has a new CD that pairs him with 

Los Angeles based timbalero/percussion- 

ist Bobby Matos and all-star members of 

their respective bands. Released on San 

Francisco's Cubop record label, Mambo 

Jazz follows the great tradition of the 

Afro-Cuban jam session known as a 

descarga. Notables include timbale legend 

Orestes Vilat6, a veteran of the Fania All- 

Stars, pianist/flautist/arranger John 

Calloway and a stellar horn section featur¬ 

ing Machete Ensemble stalwarts Wayne 

Wallace, Malecio Magdaluyo, and Ron 

Stallings along with Matos' horn 'ace 

Michael Tune. 

Recorded in a one day marathon ses¬ 

sion, the result is a high energy Afro- 

Cuban romp rooted in a air tight rhythm 

section; tasteful solos are underpinned by 

jazzy horn passages that erupt into mambo 

vamps while inspired vocal lines (both 

sung and recited) flow like natural impro¬ 

visations. This recording successfully 

captures the magic that is created when 

great musicians get in synch and play 

something fresh. And when it’s done right 

the first time you don’t need a second take. 

Meanwhile, down in the Southern 

Hemisphere, the music scene in Salvador, 

Bahia, Brazil is bursting with energy as 

their popular dance style, Samba-Reggae, 

can be heard throughout the world. A cen¬ 

tral figure in their music scene since the 

’80s, percussionist Carlinhos Brown has 

an electrifying new record entitled Bahia 

Do Mondo. 

Brown first came to attention through 

his bloco-afro group, Timbalada, whose 

high energy Samba-Reggae inspires 

countless carnival revelers. 

Internationally, he teamed up with Herbie 

Hancock, Wayne Shorter, Brazilian drum¬ 

mers Olodum, and a New York street 

musician who bangs on buckets, in a bril¬ 

liant jazz-funk-samba fusion record called 
Bahia Black: Ritual Beating System 

(’92). Later, Sergio Mendes co-opted 

Brown, his musicians and songs on the 

Grammy winning record Brasileiro. He 

has also worked as a session musician on 

records by Gilberto Gil and Bebel 

Gilberto. 

A tall, charismatic figure that dresses 

like a funkadelic Afro-centric futurist. 

Brown recorded his first self-titled solo 

record in ’96, sending shockwaves 

through the tropical music waters. His two 

subsequent albums, Alphagamabetizado 

and Omelete Man were intense records 

that seemed anxious to mix as many ele¬ 

ments as possible. His complex vision and 

dense orchestration were a bit too much 

for most audiences, except the French, 
who adore both his persona and his musi¬ 
cal montage. 

Bahia Do Mondo is his most mature, 

and perhaps most accessible album to 

/date. 

Playing all manner of drums and per¬ 

cussion as well as delivering the lead 

vocals, Brown is complimented by a deep 

rhythm section, guitar, organ, violins, 

female chorus vocals and a full brass sec¬ 

tion; there is even a credit for a musician 

who plays a "robber nose." Grounded in 

the thunderous surdo drums of Afro-cen¬ 

tric Bahia, Brown incorporates funk, soul, 

rock, and reggae in an electrifying mix of 

infectious dance tunes. 

The one tune in English, "mess in the 

freeway," shows his surreal lyrical humor, 

singing, "you kick my ankle and kiss me/ 

and let the freeway break into/ our cool 

house/ and use the bathroom/ but 1 make a 

bigger mess/ in the freeway of your 
heart." 

Salsa Thursday's continue at the Elbo 

Room (647 Valencia between 17 & 18). 

May 3- Mazacote, May 10- Charanzon, 

May 17- Azabache, May 24- Los Compos, 

Saturday May 26- Jesus Diaz y su QBA, 

May 31- Candela. Door opens at 10 PM. 

and, as always, DJ BabaLoup spins for 

your dancing pleasure. 

,Jr. =»L 

WALDEIN GRAPHICS 
L 

540 A Barneveld Ave. 

San Francisco 

CA 94124 

NON 

PROFIT 

DIVISION 

OF 

Walden 

House, 

Inc. 

Fax: 415-861.8265 

Email: walden 1 @pacbell.net 

OFFSET PRINTING 

SCREEN PRINTING 

BINDERY 

FIERY PRINTS 

COLOR COPYING 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 

LARGE INKJET PRINTS 

’ 82 4&OCd 
HAPPY HOUp. MOUVAY7FKIVAY 4-7 WELL VRWKS .$2.50 

j Ik* HOSPITAL 
A Tradition of 
Community 
Healthcare 
in the Heart 
of San Francisco 
for 128 Years 

Centrally Located 
with Available Parking 

St. Luke's Hospital 
Cesar Chavez at Valencia 

San Francisco, CA 94110 
www. stlukes-sf. org 

Comprehensive 
Services Include: 
•24 Hour Emergency 

Department 
• Medical/Surgical 
• Maternal/Child 
• Diabetes Education 

Program (ADA approved) 

• Mental Health Program 
• Integrative Center for 

Culture and Healing 

For More Information 
Call: 
•Referral and Information 

415-821-DOCS 
(415-821-3627) • 

• Maternity Information 
415-626-BABY 
(415-626-2229) 

• Outpatient Pharmacy 
415-641-6550 

•Diabetes Education 
Center 
415-641-6826 

• M.OrM. 

Millennium Occupational Medicine 

415-641-6406 
A private community 
hospital accepting 
most insurance plans 
including Medicare 
and Medi-Cal. 
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For more information, speak to Servio 

Exhibit runs through June 7 

PRESENTS 
Contemporary 

Salvadoran Painters 

Isaias Mata y 

Ricardo Cartagena 

IMAEENES DE UN MM 111 
Images of a Same Blue 

MW. MAY 17 
E ID IDPM 

934 Valencia @ 20th ► Framet@back2picfure.com ► www.back2piclure.com ► Tel: 826-2321 

ff{Q:UT Traditional Mexican Food 
i t * . . 

is fbesk irv theJSa<f 
CALIFORNIA STATE FAIR WINNER FOR BEST SALSA 1998, 1999 AND 2000 

• ;j§ 

1 7th & Valencia 
Open daily 1 Oam to 1 Opm 

3071 16th Street 
Open daily Warn to 12am 

i 


