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BOARD OF REVIEW DECISION 
 
 
 
 

Title of Publication:  Irreversible 
 
 

Other Known Title:  Not Stated 
 
 

Format:  Film 35mm 
 
 

Director/Author:  Gasper Noë 
 
 

Producer/Publisher:  Christophe Rossignon 
 
 

Country of Origin:  France 
 
 

Language:  French with English subtitles 
 
 

Classification: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years 
and for the purposes of theatrical exhibition or study in 
tertiary institutions only. 

 
 

Descriptive Note:  Brutal sexual violence, graphic violence and sex scenes. 
Strobe lighting and sound effects may affect some people. 

 

Display Conditions:  Nil 
 
 

Date of entry in Register:  25 January 2005 
 
Date of Board’s Decision:  08 December 2004 
 
 

Date of direction to issue a label: 25 January 2005 
 
 

Applicanta:  Society for the Promotion of Community Standards Inc. 
  Viewers for Television Excellence 
 

Applicant to the Labelling Body: Accent Films Entertainment Pty Ltd 
 
 

OFLC No:  401958 
 
 

Unexcised version of publication: 
 
 

 Components Running time 
Feature: Irreversible 98.30 
Trailers: Nil  

Total running time:  98.30 
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Excisions: No Excisions Recommended. 
 
 

Reasons for excisions:  
 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
 

Summary of reasons 
for classification:   
 

Section 3(1) of Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (the Act) 
 
Pursuant to section 3(1) of the Act, the Board finds that the publication passes through the 
“gateways” of sex, violence, crime and cruelty.  There is an argument that the “gateway” of horror 
also applies, but those aspects may be more appropriately addressed when considering the 
“gateways” of cruelty and violence. 
 
Parts of the film encompass several of the “gateway” matters.  The rape of Alex encompasses crime, 
cruelty, and violence, and possibly horror.  Marcus misguided quest for revenge for the rape shows 
more cruelty, crime, violence, and possibly horror in, for instance, the way Pierre retaliates with the 
fire extinguisher. 
 
The Board finds the depictions and expressions of “gateway” matters are of such magnitude to be 
likely to be injurious to the public good, unless restricted to an adult viewing audience in a 
theatrical or tertiary educational setting. 
 
Section 3(2) 
 
Section 3(2)(b) 
 
The Board finds that the events in “Irreversible”, including the rape, are not promoted or supported, 
nor do they tend to promote or support the criteria laid out in section 3(2)(b).  The Board 
therefore finds “Irreversible” does not meet the required test in section 3(2)(b) of the Act. 
 
Section 3(2)(f) 
 
Under section 3(2)(f) of the Act, the Board finds that the unedited depictions of violence in the fire 
extinguisher scene are portrayed in a similar manner to the unedited rape scene.  Both make the 
point about past events influencing current behaviour.  Neither “promote or support or tend to promote or 
support” the activity portrayed. 
 
The Board does not find the test in respect to section 3(2)(f) is met.  
 
Section 3(3) 
 
Section 3(3)(a)(i) 
 
In respect of section 3(3)(a)(i) of the Act, the Board finds the rape of Alex, and the assault with the 
fire extinguisher by Pierre, are of such “extent and degree” as to require restrictions on the ability to 
view the publication. 
 
There are some other incidents of “serious physical harm” and “significant cruelty” to the taxi driver, the 
patron in the Rectum Club and the transsexual prostitute.  
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Section 3(3)(a)(ii) 
 
Pursuant to section 3(3)(a)(ii) of the Act, the Board accepts the violence or sexual coercion in the 
rape scene is significant in terms of both “extent and degree and manner”.  There are also threats of 
rape to Marcus at the Rectum club and by other people at the club. 
 
In the Board’s opinion, the totality of the depictions and descriptions require restrictions to be 
imposed. 
 
Section 3(3)(a)(iii) 
 
With regard to section 3(3)(a)(iii) of the Act, there are numerous scenes in “Irreversible” which 
involve either sexual or physical conduct of a “degrading or dehumanising or demeaning” nature.  The 
rape degrades both the victim and the perpetrator.  It is also arguable that the rape dehumanises 
the victim and perpetrator.  The assault with the fire extinguisher can be seen in similar terms. 
 
In the Board’s opinion, the depictions and descriptions described are of sufficient “ extent and degree” 
to require restriction as to audience. 
 
Section 3(3)(a)(iv) 
 
In terms of section 3(3)(a)(iv) of the Act, there is one scene in which a man, at the beginning of the 
film, states he has been incarcerated for having sex with his daughter, whom he called “cute”.  The 
Board finds that the “extent and degree” in respect of this section is not significant, but it adds to the 
general tenor of the film. 
 
Section 3(3)(a)(v) 
 
In consideration of section 3(3)(a)(v) of the Act, the rape of Alex is physical conduct which appears 
to give sexual satisfaction to the rapist by the infliction of cruelty or pain.  The rapist talks, while 
raping Alex, about class issues and describes his own sexual satisfaction.  The Board considers this 
to be confirmation of the rapist’s sexual satisfaction in inflict ing cruelty and pain on Alex. 
 
The Board finds the “extent and degree” to be significant.  The abhorrence generated for the audience 
by the rapist’s attitudes and actions are pivotal to the film.   
 
Section 3(3)(c) 
 
The extent of “degrading, dehumanising or demeaning” behaviour is outlined in the earlier section of this 
decision.  The Board finds that the “extent and degree to which, and the manner in which” the publication 
addresses these issues is significant under section 3(3)(c) of the Act, particularly in the rape and fire 
extinguisher scenes. 
 
Section 3(3)(d) 
 
The Board finds that, pursuant to section 3(3)(d) of the Act, although there are criminal acts, 
Irreversible does not promote or encourage the activities.  There are consequences, both intended 
and unintended, for the perpetrators of the rape and the assault, which do not encourage the 
activity. 
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Section 3(3)(e) 
 
The Board finds that section 3(3)(e) of the Act does not apply in that Irreversible does not represent 
groups as “inherently inferior to other members of the public by reason of any characteristic of members of that class 
…”. 
 
Section 3(4) 
 
Section 3(4)(a) 
 
Under section 3(4)(a) of the Act, the dominant effect is harrowing and tragic. Irreversible is a darkly 
hued story which may be nauseating to some viewers in its camera effect and its deliberate attempt 
to shock. 
 
Section 3(4)(b) 
 
The Board finds that in terms of section 3(4)(b) of the Act, Irreversible has a huge impact as a film, 
which would be diminished on DVD.  It is direct and confrontational with vertiginous camera 
work. 
 
Section 3(4)(c) 
 
The Board finds, that in respect of section 3(4)(c) of the Act, Irreversible is of high merit.  The film 
shows directorial skills.  The impact is sophisticated, with assured cinematography.  
 
Irreversible contains serious and thoughtful themes and comments, such as “the future is already 
written”. 
 
Section 3(4)(d) 
 
In the Board’s view, in consideration of section 3(4)(d) of the Act, Irreversible is likely to appeal to 
adults, including tertiary students with an interest in film or psychology or other similar disciplines.  
 
Section 3(4)(e) 
 
In terms of section 3(4)(e) of the Act, the Board finds that the purpose of the publication is 
entertainment, but it goes beyond entertainment and may be of interest to tertiary students of some 
disciplines. 
 
Section 3(4)(f) 
 
Pursuant to section 3(4)(f) of the Act, the Board accepts the Society’s concern that in non-
theatrical use there is more possibility of electronic manipulation of the publication, for the 
purposes of titillation.  It is for this reason that the publication is restricted to theatrical use and 
tertiary education. 
 
The potential release of Irreversible on television is beyond the jurisdiction of the Board. 
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Excisions 
 
Excisions were considered. 
 
In particular the smirk on the face of one of the participants in the fire extinguisher scene was 
considered.  The Board finds that by removing the smirk, it would remove the audience discomfort 
at it. 
 
The Board finds that if excisions were made, in respect to the rape or fire extinguisher scenes, it 
would destroy the high impact of two significant events in the film. 
 
The Board finds that either scene would be difficult to edit and, even if edited, it would not lessen 
the impact, and the risk of harm to viewers.  In respect to either scene, excisions could in fact 
reduce the anti-rape and anti-violence messages, which are reinforced by the length and brutality of 
the events. 
 
The Bill of Rights 
 
In consideration of the Bill of Rights, the Board applied the five steps in Moonen 1. 
 
The Age Restriction 
 
It is the Board’s opinion that restriction of viewing by persons under 18 years is justified due to 
society’s wish to protect children and young persons from likely injury, yet providing the minimum 
interference with rights under the Bill of Rights Act. 
 
It is the Board’s expert opinion, that because of the extent and nature of the activities in section 
3(1) of the Act and the way they are presented, an age restriction is required.  
 
Differing Media 
 
The Board by this decision prohibits the release of the publication “Irreversible”, whether on film, 
video, or DVD, for domestic retail and rental.   
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