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AT OUR LAST MEETING

The March meeting was devoted to discussing two main items of 
business. First was the Spring Primary elections. The questionaire is 
being sent out - in Philadelphia, by Gay Campaign '80, and in the 
center of the state by Central Penna. Gay Alliance. The Network 
plans to send it to candidates in other areas of the State who might 
hold key positions in the General Assembly, if elected. We also hope 
to get a mailing out on the positions of candidates for US Senate and 
Pa. Attorney General.

The second half of the meeting took a more philosophical tone, 
as we talked about the Network, where it is going, how it is serving 
the Pennsylvania Lesbian/Gay community, what more we should be 
doing, and how to get more people involved in our work. Much needs 
to be done and there are too few people to do it. Most of the people 
who regularly attend our meetings are involved, heavily, in local 
Lesbian/Gay activities and we ask a lot when we ask them to work 
with the Network too.

A number of suggestions were made on membership and Network 
projects. These may become more formalized at future meetings. As 
a State-wide organization, the Network can be very effective. We can 
provide resources, skills and services to the smaller communities in 
the State who are not yet ready or able to support such activities 
themselves. And we can sometimes speak to the leaders of govern
ment with an effectivieness that local groups are denied because they 
are not in a legislator's home district.

The Network is not about to go out of business. At least not until 
every Lesbian and every Gay Person in Pennsylvania is fully protected 
by the law, will not be subject to economic or social harassment and 
oppression, and feels completely secure in the rightness of their life 
style. If you can help us, join us.

PAT BOND

Our series of fundraisers last month were a qualified success. We 
had large crowds in Philadelphia - for An Evening With Gertrude 
Stein, in Harrisburg — for Conversations With Pat Bond, and an en
thusiastic audience in Pittsburgh - again for Conversations. Everyone 
we have talked with thoroughly enjoyed themselves, not to mention 
their enjoyment of Pat Bond. Those of us who were able to spend 
some extra time with Pat during her five day stay in the Keystone 
State, were able to renew friendships, begun at PRIDE *79, with this 
extraordinarily talented and warm woman. We look forward to any 
opportunity to see her again. Incidentally, An Evening With Gertrude 
Stein has been recorded by PBS, and will be televised nationally this 
Fall. Check with your local Public TV station for an exact date.

The only minor dissapointment is that we did not raise much 
money. The event was originally budgeted to cost us $2700, and we 
had hoped to make $500 - $1000. Though the final expenses were 
below budget, we did not sell as many tickets as expected. As of this 
writing (all the figures are not yet in), it appears that we cleared $50- 
$100, which may not be as much as we'd wanted, but we did not 
loose money, and a lot of people had a great time.

A NOTE ABOUT THE MARCH NEWSLETTER

You may have noticed that you never received a Network News
letter for March. Don't blame the US Postal Service. We never sent 
one out. The weather-delayed February meeting, a bout with the flu, 
and the work that had to be done for the Pat Bond fundraisers left 
the editor unable to prepare and mail the last issue.

Our appologies to each of you; the editor has been properly chas
tised for not meeting responsibilities; and we hope it will not happen 
again.

AT OUR NEXT MEETING

SATURDAY APRIL 19th, at 1PM the Network will meet in 
STATE COLLEGE, not in Harrisburg. The meeting will be in the 
Hetzel Union Building - HUB, which is on Pollock Road, the first 
major street west of College Ave. (Route 26 South), on the main 
campus. At HUB, go to room 212, the offices of HOPS (Homo
ph iles of Penn State) to get directions to the Network meeting room.

We will begin with a regular business meeting, including discussion 
of the Primary and Fall elections, Summer activities of the Network, 
and PRIDE '80. At approximately 3PM, we will be showing the film 
Gay, Proud and Sober. Following the film will be a discussion of the 
probelms of alcoholism in our community, some of the services 
available for treatment and how we might begin to tackle this most 
serious disease.

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS

At PRIDE '80, the Network will present our second annual “Ex
emplary Community Service" awards, to individuals and organiza
tions - honoring... consistent consideration of the needs of the total 
Lesbian/Gay community; committment to the Pride, Dignity and 
Seif-worth of Lesbians and Gays; and selfless service to our commu
nity. Nominations for an individual or group are encouraged from 
any member of ourcommunity. A brief explanation of the nomination 
should be sent to the Network at the address below. Final selection 
will be made by the Executive Committee, members of which are in
eligible for the award. The results will not be made public until the 
Annual Pride Banquet at PRIDE '80.

At PRIDE '79, the Persad Center, in Pittsburgh, received the or
ganization award for their work as a counseling center for sexual 
minorities and their active involvement in many community programs. 
Two individual awards were presented: one to Arleen Olshan and Ed 
Hermance - co-owners of Giovanni's Room bookstore in Philadelphia 
for their community work; and the other was given to Mary Nancarrow 
for her years of service in the Harrisburg area and State-wide. All of 
the other nominees for the 1979 awards will automatically be in
cluded in this year's considerations.

AT THE MAY MEETING

The May Meeting will be Saturday May 17th, at the Friends Meet
inghouse, 6th & Herr Sts., Harrisburg. This meeting will primarily 
deal with the State conference - PRIDE '80 - October 3,4,5 in Harris
burg. We will finalize the theme, generally outline the schedule, plan 
the publicity, and adopt a budget. Help will be needed, and at this 
meeting we will be asking for volunteers to chair sub-committees on 
Facilitators (people to work at the conference), Publicity, Enter
tainment, Guest Speakers & Workshop Leaders, Hospitality, and 
other needs. If you would like to be a part of the 5th State-wide 
Lesbian/Gay conference, please attend this meeting. Ideas about 
PRIDE '80 are more than welcomed, and you can send them to us at 
our address below, marked to the attention of the conference co- 
chairs, Mary and Rodger.

April 23rd: Secretaries' Day

These "Carbon-collar' workers are under-paid, often misused, and 
keep the business of this country going. Salute them today, and 
every day!

P.O. Box 4031 ALLENTOWN, PA. 18105

(clip here and mail to: Pa. Lesbian/Gay Support Network - P.O. Box 4031, Allentown, Pa. 18105)

( ) I am enclosing $5.00 for a one year subscription to the Network newsletter
( ) I would like to support the work of the Network with a contribution of $

NAME____________________________ ____________ ______________________ _________—----------------------------------------- - -----

ADDR ESS_________________________ _______

CITY----------------------------------------------------------- - STATE _____--------------------------- ZIP------- - ---------------------------------
Please make check or money order payable to; Pa. Lesbian/Gay Support Network

(all information on this form will be kept confidential)


