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Advertifement by the Tranflator.

H E royal author of the following

memoirs has fometimes affefted fa-

miliarity of ftyle, and the ufe of words

feldom employed but in the converfation of

the common people : for this reafon fome

accidental liberties of language have been

taken, to give fentences a more uniform

and hiftorical air. He wrote with all the

eafy indifference of a king
;

the tranflator

might have been accufed of negligence,

perhaps of vulgarity, had he too fervilely

copied his manner, and of which it is pro*,

bable he has ftill been too refpeftful : to

avoid being colloc^uial was impoffible. But

not the fmallefl deviations from the mean-

ing of the text have been wilfully admitted.

The nature of the work, and the ftyle of

the monarch, have inevitably occafioned a

repetition of words and phrafes
;

for which

before the tranflator is cenfured the juftice

4oubtlefs will be done him to confult the

original.

In fpeaking of commanders the king

feldom notices their rank
;
but writes M.

de Soublfe, M. de Schwerin, &c. inftead of

the prince de Soubife, or marihal Schwerin «

As it was impoffible the tranflator fhould^



VI ADVERTIS EMENT
by any induftry, difcover the different ranks

of all the commanders, whether of armies

or of fmall detached parties, mentioned in

this hiftory, he has adopted a general me-

thod of writing the furname without any

epithet* On fome occafions, when the

perfons fpoken of are evidently German,

he has for the fake of propriety fubftituted

the epithet von^ which is prefixed to

German proper names of rank, inftead of

the epithet de^ ufed in like manner by the

French* The reader, unacquainted with the

German language, is requefled likewife to ob-

ferve that when the article the is found before

the proper name of a place it will as fre-

quently denote a hill or a rock as a river

;

as, the Bafberg, the Kohlberg, the Lilienftein,

the Konigftein, &c. and it is fometimes

placed before the name of a wood, as the

Nonnen-Bufch, &c. The proper names

Konigftein, Silberberg, Sonnenftein (and

others compounded after the fame manner)

are fometimes written without the article

;

and probably they refer to fome neighbour-

ing,town or village when fo written. •

As an additional aid to the geographer

it may not be amifs to obferve that in the

German language Berg fignifies hill
\
Burg,



by t h s translator, vli

or Stadt^ a town ; Steln^ ftone
; Bufch^

wood or copfe
;
and that wherever rivers

or brooks are fpoken of, they will generally

be known by the defcription of the march

or encampment of the troops. In the firft

part of the firft volume the king diftin-

guifhed the fpelling of the river Neifle from

the town of Neifs
;

this diftindiion he has

afterward dropped, but the tranflator has

retained, perhaps erroneoufly. It is there-

fore his duty to warn the reader. There is

indeed no fpecies of literary confufion fo

great as that of the fpelling the proper

names of places in geography. Sounds are

imitated, in one language, and the fpelling

copied, by another
;
though in the fecond

inftance the found fhall be totally different.

The burg of the German (pronounced

boorg) is written bourg by the French and

by the Englifli burg, burgh, bourg, or

borough
;
though the laft is now become ob-

folete; thus—Peterlburg, Peterfburgh, Pe-

terfbourg. Other variations deftrudive of

all accuracy are frequent : As—Marburg,

Marpurg, Marbourg<—Nuremberg, Nuren-

berg, Nurnberg, and ftill more erroneoufly

Nurem^^r^.

Though it is remarked in a note, it may
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not be improper here to repeat, that the

king has not been confiftent in his nume-

rical epithets to Auguftus, the lafl king of

Poland. As king of Poland, he was Au-

guftus II. but^ as elector of Saxony, he was

Auguftus IIL He is in the text indiffe-

rently called Auguftus II. or Auguftus IIL

In the firft part of the firft volume^ where

the king has mentioned philofophers who
wrote before the year 1740, fome erro-

neous dates have been corrected. It is

alfo neceflary to notice that the tecapi-

tulation of numbers, given by the king at

the end of the fecond part of the firft

volume, is in fome inftances different from

the numbers given by him in his re-

lations of the actions to which they both

refer, as the reader will perhaps obferve

:

in this cafe the tranflator could not correft,

he could only faithfully tranfcribe.

Several Englifh names in the fervice of

Auftria and that of Pruffia are fo difguifed

by German fpelling as not to be known

:

fuch are marfhal Braun, generals Laudon,

Lafcy, Okelli, Obirn, Macquire, and others

;

inftead of Brown, Loudon, Lacy, O’Kelly,

O’Burne, and Maguire.

4 P R E-



PREFACE.

M O S T of oilr hiftorians are compilers

of falfehood interfperfed occafionally

with truth. Among the prodigious num-

ber of events which are tranfmitted to

pofterity, none may be perfedly relied on

except thofe which concern fome hiftorical

epocha, whether of the rife or of the fall

of empires. It appears indubitable that

the battle of Salamis was fought, and that

the Perfians were vanquiflied. There can

be no doubt but that Alexander the Great

conquered the empire of Darius, that the

Romans fubje£ted the Carthaginians, and

that Antiochus vanquiflied Perfia. Such

evidence is confirmed by the conquerors

having taken pofTelfion of the countries.

Hiftory acquires additional Credit in what

VOL. I. PART I, b relates
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relates to the civil vv^ars between Marius and

Sylla, Pompey and Csefar, Anthony and

Auguftus, by the authenticity of cotem-

porary authors, who have defcribed thefe

events. The fall of the weftern and the

eaftern empires cannot be dlfputed, for

kingdoms have arifen and been formed from

the difmemberment of the Roman domains.

But when invited by curiofity we would ex-

amine circumftantially fafts which happened

in times fo remote, we lofe ourfelves in a

labyrinth abounding in obfcurities and con-

tradictions, without any clue to guide us in

refearch. The love of the marvellous, the

prejudices of hiftorians, their ill-placed zeal

for their own nation, and their hatred to

Its enemies, have each infpired paffions

which have influenced their opinions
; and

the ages that have paflTed away, fince they

have written, have fo much altered, by dif-

guifmg, fads that to develope them at pre-

fent would be impoflSbIe, even did we pof-

fefs the eyes of the Lynx,

Neverthelefs among the multitude of an-

cient authors we diftingulfh with pleafure

the
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the defcription which Xenophon has given

of the retreat of the ten thoufand, com-

manded by himfelf, and brought back into

Greece. Thucydides enjoys nearly the

fame advantages. We are delighted to find

in the fragments we poffefs of Polybius, who

Was the friend and companion of Scipio

Africanus, events recorded of which the

writer was himfelf a witnefs. The letters

ofCicero to his friend Atticus bear the fame

ftamp. He was an a£tor in the grand

fcenes which he delineates. I ihall not for-

get the Commentaries of Caefar^ written

with the noble fimplicity of a great man,

and, whatever may be affirmed by Hirtius,

the narratives of other hiftorians are con-

formable in all refpefts to the incidents de-

fcribed in his Commentaries. But from the

time of Csefar hiftory contains nothing but

panegyric or fatire. The barbarifm of fuc-

ceeding times has made the hiftory of the

lower empire a chaos, inwhich not any thing

interefting is to be found, except the me-

moirs written by the daughter of the em-

peror Alexis Comnenes, a princefs who re-

b 2 lates
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lates what flie herfelf beheld. The 'monks,,

who alone polTeffed fome knowledge, have

left annals found in their convents which

appertain to the hiftory of Germany, But

what materials are thefe for hiftory ! The

French alfo have had their bifliop of Tours,

their Joinville, and their Jolirnalift de

I’Etoile
;

compilers who wrote what they

learned by chance, but who muft have

written feebly, for they fcarcely could have

been well informed. Since the revival of

letters, the pafTion for writing is become

ungovernable ;
we have now but too many

memoirs, anecdotes, and narratives. Among

the authors of thefe we muft felefl: the few

who have held employments, who have

been themfelves in aftion, who have refided

at courts, or who Jaave had the permiffion

of fovereigns to learch the archives
;
fuch as

the ftate prefident de Thou; Philip dc

Comines; Vargas, fifcal of the council of

Trent ;
Mademoifelle d’Orleans

;
the car-

dinal de Retz, &c. To thefe let us add

the letters of d’Eftrades, and the memoirs of

de Torcy, well worthy of curiofity, efpe-

cially
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daily the latter, for they develope the truth

of the will of Charles II. king of Spain,

concerning which there has beep fuch di-

yerfity of opinions?

Refleftions like thefe on the incertitude

of hiftory, which I have often made, gave

birth to the idea of tranfmitting to pofterity

the principal events in which I have taken

part, or of which I have been a witnefs, in

order that thofe who hereafter fhall govern

the kingdom may know the true fituation

of affairs, when I came tq the crown
; the

reafons that impelled me to a£l
;
what

were my means
;
what the fnares of our

enemies ;
what the various negotiations,

wars, and particularly what the heroic ac-

tions of our officers were, by which they

have juftly acquired immortality.

Since the revolutio^ which overthrew

^irft the empire of the weft, afterward that

of the eaft
;
fmce the wonderful fuccefs at-

tendant on Charlemagne
;
fmce the famous;

reign of Charles V. fmce the troubles which

were excited by the reformation In Ger-

many, and which were of thirty years con-

b 3 tinuancei
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tinuance

;
and laftly, fmce the war which

arofe for the Spanifh fucceffion, there have

been no events more remarkable or more

interefting than thofe produced by the death

of the emperor Charles VI. the laft male

defcendant of the houfe of Hapfburg.

The court of Vienna faw itfeif attacked

by a prince whom it could not fuppofe fuf-

ficiently ftrong to undertake fo difficult an

enterprife. A confpiracy of kings and fo-

vereigns was foon after formed, all deter-

mined to have fome part of that immenfe

fucceffion. The imperial crown pafled into

the houfe of Bavaria ;
and, when every inci-

dent feemed to concur in the ruin of the

youthful queen of Hungary, that princefs

by her fortitude and addrefs extricated her-

felf from a fituation thus dangerous, and

fupported her monarchy by facrificing Si-

lefia, and a fmall part of the Milanefe. This

was all which could be expefted from

fo young a princefs who, fcarcelya queen,

was imbued with the fpirit of government,

and became the foul of her councU.

This work being deftined for pofterity,

I ant
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I am relieved from that reftraint which

bids us refped: the living, and obferve cer-

tain delicacies Incompatible with the free-

dom of truth. I am permitted to fpeak

without referve, and aloud, what might

otherwife only be thought : I fliall paint

princes as they are, without prejudice in

favour of ray allies, or hatred for my
enemies ;

I lhall mention myfelf only when

obliged by neceffity, and muft be permitted,

after the example of Caefar, to fpeak of what

relates to myfelf in the third perfon, to

avoid the difagreeable effeils of egotifm. By
pofterlty we muft be judged

3
but if we are

pmdent we fhall anticipate pofterlty by ri-

goroufly judging om*felves. The true merit

of an excellent prince is to have a fincere

love of the public good, of his country,

and of fame
;

I fay of fame, for that happy

laftinQ; which animates men with the de-

fire of acquiring fame is the true principle

of heroic aiftions. It is that impulfe of the

foul which raifes it from its lethargy, in-

citing it to ufeful, neceffary and vv^orthy en-

terprifes.

b 4 Whatever
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Whatever is affirmed in thefe memoirSj^

whether it refpeds negotiations, letters of

fovereign princes, or treaties figned, is

affirmed from proofs preferved in the ar-

chives. Concerning military fa£ts I may

be credited, as an ocular witnefs. Accounts

of battles were deferred two or three days

to render them more exaft and conformable

to truth.

Pofterity, perhaps, will fee with furprife,

in thefe memoirs, a recital of treaties con-

cluded and broken. Numerous as fuch

examples are, example would not juftify

the author of this work, if he had not

better reafons to excufe his condu£t.

The intereft of the ftate ought to ferve

as the rule to the monarch.

Cafes in which alliances may be broken

are, i. When the ally fails in fulfilling his

engagements
; 2. When the ally meditates

deceit, and there is no other refource than

that of being the firft to deceive
; 3. When

a fuperior force opprefles and renders the

breaking of a treaty an aft of neceflity;

4, and laftly. The want of means to con-

tinue
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time the war. That defpicable thing called

money, by I know not what fatality, in-

fluences all affairs. Princes are flaves to

their means ;
the intereft of the ftate pre-

fcribes law to them, and that law is inviola-

ble. If the prince is under an obligation

even to facrifice his life for the fafety of

his fubjeds, how much more ought he to

facrifice thofe connedions the continuation

of which would to them become preju-

dicial ! Examples of treaties in like man-

ner broken are frequent. It is not our

intention to juftify them all, yet dare we

affirm there are fome treaties which either

neceffity, wifdom, prudence, or the good of

the nation, oblige us to tranfgrefs; for

kings only poffefs thefe means of avoiding

ruin. Had Francis I. fulfilled the treaty of

Madrid, he would, by the lofs of Bur-

gundy, have eftablifhed an enemy in the

heart of his dominions. This would have

reduced France to the unhappy condition in

which fhe was in the reign of Louis XI.

and Louis XII. If after the battle of

Muhlberg, won by Charles V. the pro-

teftant
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teftant league in Germany had not ftrength-

ened itfelf by the fupport of France, it

could not but have worn thofe chains which

the emperor had long been forging. Had
not the Engllfh broken the alliance, fo con-

trary to their interefts, by which Charles II.

was united with Louis XIV. a diminution

of their power would have been rifked,

and the more fo becaufe France would have

had greatly the advantage over England in

the political balance of Europe. Sages,

who predid; effeds from caufes, ought early

to refill all fuch caufes as are thus dia-

metrically oppofite to their interefts. Suffer

me to explain myfelf exadly, on fo delicate

a fubjed, which has feldom been other-

wife than dogmatically treated. To me it

appears evident that a private perfon ought

to be fcrupuloufly tenacious of his promife,

though he fhould have made it inconli-

derately. If he is injured he can have re-

courfe to the protedion of the laws, and,

be the llfue what it may, an individual

only fuffers. But where is the tribunal

that can redrefs a monarch’s wrongs, fliould

another
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another monarch forfeit his engagement?

The word of an individual can only involve

an individual in misfortune, while that of a

fovereign nxay draw down calamities on

nations. The quellion then will be reduced

to this, muft the people perifh or muft the

prince infringe a treaty ? And where is the

man weak enough to hefitate a moment

concerning his anfwer? Hence, from the

cafe we have fuppofed, is deduced the ne-

ceflity of firft carefully examining the

circumftances under which the monarch

afts, the conduct of his allies, the refources

he may be able to obtain, or his incapacity

to fulfil his engagements, before any deci-

five judgment ought to be pafled upon his

proceedings. For, as we have already faid,

the good or ill ftate of the finances is the

pulfe of the kingdom, which has a greater

influence than is either known or believed

on political and military operations. Igno-

rant of this, the public judges only from

appearances, and confequently is deceived

in its judgments. Prudence will not admit

that they Ihould be better informed, for it

would
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would be the excefs of phrenzy to vain-*

glorioufly publifh the weak fide of a nation.

Delighted by fuch a difcovery, its enemies

would not fail to profit by the intelUgence.

Wifdom therefore requires we fhould leave

to the public the rafh liberty of deciding,

and, unable to juftify ourfelves, while we

live, without danger to the ftate, we mull

reft fatisfied with that juftification which

may be obtained from difinterefted pofte-r

rity.

No one perhaps will take offence if I add

fome general reflettions on what I have

faid, concerning events which happened in

my own times. I have feen fmall Hates

able to maintain themfelves againft the

greateft monarchies, when thefe ftates pof-

fefled induftry and great order in their

affairs. I find that large empires, fertile

in abufes, are full of confufion, and only

are fuftained by their vaft refources, and

the intrinfic weight of the body. Thofe

intrigues which exift in fuch courts would

bring deftrudtion on lefs powerful princes*

They always injure, but they do not pre-

vent
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vent numerous armies from preferving their

preponderance. I obferve that all wars car-

ried far from the frontiers of the people by

whom they are undertaken, have not equal

fuccefs with thofe which are made nearer

home. Is not this the refult of a fentl-

ment natural to man, who feels it is more

juft to defend himfelf than to rob his

neighbour ? It may be indeed that the

phyfical reafon is too mighty for the moral,

becaufe of the difficulty of finding provi-

fions when the diftance from the frontiers

is great, and of furnifhing recruits, horfes,

clothing, ammunition, &c. Let us add,

alfo, that the farther troops have adven-

tured into diftant countries the more they

fear left retreat ffiould there be cut off, or

rendered difficult. I view the undoubted

fuperiority of the Englifh fleets Over thofe

of France and Spain united, and Lwonder
how it could happen that the naval force of

Philip II. which formerly had fo much

the afcendant over that of the Englifh and

the Dutch, did not prefer^^e advantages fa

great ; I further remark, with furprife, that

all
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all thefe naval armaments are rather fox'

oftentation than effedf, and that inftead of

protecting commerce they do not impede

Its deftruCtion. Here we behold the king

of Spain, fovereign of Potofi, overwhelmed

by debt in Europe, and accepting credit at

Madrid from his officers and domeftics

:

there the king of England profufely Mat-

tering his guineas, which thirty years of

induftry had accumulated in Great Britain,

to fuftain the queen of Hungary and the

Pragmatic fanCtion
j
Independant of which

this fame queen is obliged to facrifice fome

provinces that flie may preferve thofe that

remain. The capital of the Chriftian

world receives the firft invader; and the

pope, not daring to utter anathemas on

thofe who lay it under contribution, is

obliged to give them his benediction.

Foreigners inundate Italy, who combat each

other to accomplifli its fubjeCtion. The

example of the Englifli, like a torrent,

draws the Dutch into a war with which

they have no concern; and thofe repub-

licans, who, when the heroes Eugene and

Marl-
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Marlborough commanded their armies^ fcnt

their deputies to regulate military opera-

tions, no longer fend any when a duke of

Cumberland finds himfelf at the head of

their troops. The brand is kindled in the

north, and a war fatal to Sweden is the

confequence. Denmark awakes, is agi-

tated, and is calmed ;
Saxony twice changes

its party, and gains nothing with either

:

on the contrary the Pruffians are intro-

duced into the country, and it is ruined.

Confuting events alter the caufe of dif-

pute
;

effeds however continue, though

the motive has ceafed
;
fortune rapidly flies

from fide to fide, but ambition and the

defire of vengeance feed and maintain the

flames of war. We feem to view an

affembly of gamefters who demand their

revenge, and who refufe to quit play till

they are totally ruined. If an Englilh

minifter be afked what madnefs induces

him to prolong the war, he replies, becaufe

France cannot furnifh the expences of the

next campaign. Should a fimilar queftion

be put to the French minifter, the anfwer

3 would
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would be much the fame. The moft de-

plorable efFeft of fuch policy is that the

lives of men are fported with, and human

blood is ineffediually and profufely flied.

Could war fix any certain limits to the

frontiers of ftates, and preferve that ba-

lance of power fo neceffary among the

nations of Europe, we might regard thofe

who have perifhed as viftims facrificed to

the tranquillity and fafety of the public.

But American provinces are obje£ts of cu-

pidity, and foon we fee all Europe engaged,

on different fides, to combat by fea and

land* The ambitious ought never to for-

get that arms and military difcipline, being

nearly the fame throughout Europe, and

that alliances having the general effedl of

producing equality between the forces of

the belligerent parties, all that princes may
hope from the greateft advantages, in thefe

times, is to acquire, after accumulated fuc-

cefs, either fome fmall town on the fron-

tiers, or fome fuburb which will not pay

intereft for the debts incurred by war, and

the population of which is far inferior to

2 the
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the number of inhabitants which have

perifhed in the field.

Whoever has a heart capable of com-

panion, when he coolly examines fiich ob-

jedls, muft be agitated at the remembrance of

evils which ftatefmen, either from the want

of wifdom, or hurried on by their paffions,

have brought upon nations. Reafon pre-

fcribes a rule on this fubjedl from which it

appears to me that no ftatefman ought to

depart: which is to feize occafion, and

when that is favourable to be enterprifing

;

but neither to force occafion, nor leave

every thing to chance. There are moments

which require us to exert all our activity,

in order to profit by them
;
but there are

others in which prudence requires we fhould

remain inactive. This is an affair worthy

of the moft profound refledion ; for, it is

requifite, not only perfedly to examine the

prefent ftate of things, but, to forefee all

the confequences of any undertaking, and

to weigh the means we ourfelves poffefs,

in oppofition to thofe of our enemies, in

order to find which muft ultimately pre-

voL, I, PART ! c ponderate.
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ponderate. If reafon alone does not de-

cide, and if paffion takes any partj it is^

ImpolTible that fuccefs fhould be the tefult.

State politics exad: patience
;
and the height

of wifdom in a great man is to do all things

in their proper feafon. Hiftory fupplies us

with too many examples of wars inconfi-

derately undertaken. To be convinced of this

we have, only to read the life of Francis L
and what Brantome tells us was the caufe

of the unhappy expedition into the Mi-

lanefe, where this king was made prifoner

at Pavia. We have but to call a retrofpe£t

on all the advantages Charles V. derived,

from the opportunity he had, after the

battle of Muhlberg, to fubjugate Germany.

We have but to examine the hiftory of

Frederic V. the elector Palatine, and the

precipitation with which he engaged in a

conteft fo much above his flrength. In

our own times let us recal to. mind the

condud: of Maximillian of Bavaria, who,

\a the war of the fucceflion, when his

country may be faid to have been blockaded

by the allies, took part with France, only
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to fee himfelf ftripped of his ftates. Charles

XII. will furnifh us with a more recent,

and more ftriking example ftill, of the

fatal confequences which the headlong and

falfe conduct of monarchs entails upon their

fubjefts. Hiftory is the fchool of princes ;

it is their duty to inform themfelves of the

errors of paft ages, in order to fliun them,

to learn how elTential it is for them to form

a fyftem, and purfue it ftep by ftep
; and

that he, among them, who bell calculates

confequences, is the competitor who alone

is able to carry the prize, from others who

ad: lefs rationally than himfelf.

C 2 C O N-



m V
. f

;.a5'isi) ciij tliifiK’* •: -4 of

.’.
f’-'i '

jj.;
' '' f--''' ••' ' "-•.T' ^ •:••

'

J-.
'

. ;q'. j io“.; ‘v-'i'i

;

:
' '

. *
/*

'*
' n '

'

’lO'
'''

v
'"'

'to

,'H

.•'.'ft u3 nt

^:•;• s q;ft Yii '-•f' 'w.--- -
,'

'v ^

.<.ti':'.^3i*9-''ft'>d orfvv- ;
jymK

''.I'jiXi -oriw •joiiix/q
• e^on: . : ..'1.

* >: . 1.1 cn3 V*

'.
,

r.
'

' •

• ‘

..
‘
'

' ’

• * -\
'

:> ‘. *'•.•, V

'

I'; :

‘

^ t'tV: .
. -'A-

\ 1

• t

,-5 ' • f
I

'
'

•



CONTENTS
O F

PART I.

CHAP. I.

O TATE of PrulHa at the Death of Frederic Wil*.

liam. Charadlers of the European Princes, their

Minifters, and Generals. An Eftimate of their

Strength, Refources, and Influence in the Syftem of

Europe. State of the Sciences and fine Arts. Ori-
gin of the War againft the Houfe of Auftria. page t

CHAP. II.

Reafons for making War on the Queen of Hungary
after the Death of the Emperor Charles VI. Winter
Campaign in Silefia. p,

6 CHAP.



C O N t E N T gj

CHAP. III.

Campaign of 1741. Negotiations for Peace. Homage

of Breflau. Return to Berlin. -p.

CHAP. IV.

Political Reafons of the Truce. War of the French and

Bavarians in Bohemia. Spain declares againft Au-

ftria. Diet of the Empire. Revolution in Rullia.

Various Negotiations* i 5f

CHAP. V.

Irruption of the Auftrians into Bavariai Departure of

the King. Events which happened at Drefden,Prague>

and Olmut^i Negotiation of Fitzner. Expedition oP

Moravia, Auftria, and Flungary. Negotiation ofjanini.

Blockade of Brieg. The King evacuates Moravia^

and joins his Army at Chrudim in Bohemia* What
happened in Moravia after his Departure. Change

of the Englifli Miniftry. Ffuitlefs Negotiation at

Chrudim, which occafioned a Battle to bring the

Auftrians to a Decifion. p. 175

CHAP. VI.

Events previous to the Battle of Chotufitz. Dirpofition

of the Battle. Affair of Sahe. Marfhal Belleille at

the Prulfian Camp* His Departure for Saxony. Peace

of Breflau. p. 200

CHAP*



CONTENTS.
CHAP. VII.

'

Of the Peace. Notification to the Allies. ^V'ar of

Italy. The Hanoverians join the Englifh on the

Frontiers. War of Finland. Capitulation of

Fredericftiam. Duke of Holftein called to the

Swedifh Succeflion. .Maillebois marches into Bo-

hemia, and afterward into Bavaria. Negotiations of

the French and Englifh at Berlin^ and other Events

to the Y«ar 1743. p. 222





TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE*.

Various circumftances and reafons,

which have occurred in the courfe of the

tranflation, have induced me to write a ge-

neral preface to the verlion which I have

given of the Pofthumous Works of the King

of Pruflia. Though the period fince they

were publifhed be but fhort, they have al-

ready, by thofe who underftand the French

language, been generally read. A man fo

remarkable, in youth, manhood, and age,

and for his contentions and opinions, public

and private, could not fall to excite general

curiofity
;
nor will curiofity, in the perufal

of his works, find itfelf difappointed. No

* The preceding advertifement appertains to the hif-

torical part only, which, in order to gratify the public

curiofity as foon as poffible, was publifhed before the

remainder was completed.

VoL. I. a maa
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man can give fo true a pidure of the mind

of another as that mind will infallibly give of

itfelf, whatever difguife may be attempted.

To the hiftorian, the writings of Frederic II.

are an ineftimable treafure
;
the man of wit

will find great amufement in them
j
and the

phllofopher ample and precious materials.

The true hiftorian, the true philofopher, will

read the veryfoul of this king,which foul had

an Influence almoft incredible upon the ge-

neral politics of his age, its wars, its govern-

ments, and its revolutions. Europe, it is

true, is roufing from her flumbers. Men
begin to underftand fomething of their own
worth, and the general fyftem of defpotifm

totters. Yet is there no affurance that the

meafures he took, to extend the individual

grandeur of the hoilfe of Hohenzollern, will

not excite ftruggles the moft violent, and

again, and perhaps again, deluge Chriftendom

in blood. That his mind was ardent, reftlefe,

and capacious, his ads prove
;

his writings

contribute to fhew the manner In which it

was fo : and the objed is fo grand that it

fcarcely can be examined too minutely, or

furveyed with too much admiration.

Having
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Having faithfully tranflated his opinions

and alTertions of evety kind, and in general

without noticing any of them, however per-

nicious they might be at fome moments,

and virtuous or magnanimous at others

;

I have faid thus much, left it might be ima-

gined that no fuch thoughts, no fuch fenfa-

tions, had pafled through my mind. But he

who could perform my tafk, arid like me
think it his duty to refrain from couriter-

adling dodrines deftruftive of political vir-

tue, which is the higheft of virtues, and

from applauding the tolerant fpirit of Fre-

deric, for which he will deferve eternal

praife—-he, I repeat, who fliould tranfcribe,

yet feel no pain, on fuch occafions, muft be

incapable of moral dignity, and indeed of

the talk he had undertakeri< Some very few

notes of fuch a kind I have added, for Which

I have to alk pardon : it was erroneous
;
for

It implies, as far as the reader confides in

the judgment of the tranflator, that there

was nothing in the work which merited like

animadverfion, except this or that folitary

palTage. To have made as many remarks

as might have been neceffary would have

a 2 been
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been to have doubled the fize of the work

;

and, in all probability, their dijffufe and de-

fultory nature would have rendered them

inefiedual ; there ought therefore to have

been none. I wifh the reader to diftinguifli

that I do not fpeak of the notes in general,

'which I have added, but only of thofe of

this defcription
;
of which, if I rightly re-

coiled, there are not fix.

The works I have tranflated are of five

clafies
;

hiftorical, political, philofophical,

belles lettres, and epiftolary. Of the hifto-

ricaf it may be obferved that, in his youth,

Frederic, like Caefar, was ambitious of being

the narrator of his own exploits : all his

readers will regret that this ambition de-

clined with age. While Prince Royal, he

had imbibed a certain portion of the fpirit

of candour
;
and with a certain portion of

this fpirit he began to write the Hiftory of

his own Times : infomuch that Voltaire, to

whom he fhewed the work, thought proper

to warn him of the conclufions which the

world would draw from his own 'v\^ords.

Of this falfe complaifance Voltaire after-

ward very jufily repented. It is the duty

7 of
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of the philofopher carefully to colleit data

of the progrefs of the mind, toward vice

or virtue, and not to deftroy fuch data.

It is now generally faid that the Hiflory of

the Seven Years War, -after having been writ-

ten, was burnt by the negligence of a fer-

vant
;
and that the King wrote the work

entirely anew. The fame authority afferts

that the copy burnt w^as much fuperior to

the copy publifhed. Of this 1 know no-

thing
;

I only repeat what I have read. If

the fuppofed fuperiority be real, the accident

is highly to be lamented : neverthelefs, the

work preferved will, as I have faid, be an

ineftimable addition to the annals of the

age
;
and a leflbn of terror to ftates, in their

advances toward wifdom.

The narrative of the means Frederic took

to repeople and recover his ruined pro-

vinces, after the peace, will produce a for-

giving figh for the ravages of pride and

ambition
;
and again will impel the philo-

fopher to enquire how it happens that a

great mind can approach fo near wifdom,^

and yet remain in error
; and thus can min-

gle and confound virtue and vice,

a 3 That
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That fo little fliould be faid of the parti-

tion of Poland, It was but natural to expefl:.

Nor is this the place to make further men-

tion of the tranfad^ion
; except to exprefs

that abhorrence of it which it deferves.

The Bavarian war is a very oppofite

theme, and is the only one, in which Frederic

was engaged, that was as reconcilable to

true policy as to the degraded policy of

kings and nations. It was to prevent the

encroachment of ill-confided power.

In the political effays and dodrines of

Frederic II. the fage will not exped: to find

perfed: wifdom. His principles were in-

evitably warped by his prad:ice
;

and he

who adiually, but falfely, imagined he go^

verned all Prufiia, and could have governed

the world, was ill fitted to difeufs forms of

government
;
except to prove his total ig-.

norance of the fcience of government. I

know this will, by many, be thought an

abfurd afiertlon
;

but I leave pofterity to

render it full juftice. Frederic wrote as well

in favour of abfolute monarchies, nay betr

ter, than moft men could have written ;
and

will have his admirers, though I do not

happen to be me of tfiem.

Among
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Among the Dialogues of the Dead, that

between Marcus Aurelius and a Recollet

Friar was written by Voltaire, and not by

the King of Pruflia; It is inferted in the

Berlin edition, and in other editions, as the

King’s, and I was not foon enough aware

of the miftake.

The Refledions on the Charader and Mi-

litary Talents of Charles XII. as the leader

of an army, could fcarcely be other than

excellent. Of the horrible trade of war

Frederic was an almoft perfed mafter.

The divine fpirit of religious freedom re-

quires that each man flaould be left to form

his own opinions on the metaphyfical and

theological dodrines of the King. I have

rendered them fuch as I found them : on a

fubjed fo ferlous, fo vaft, if I faid any

thing, I w^ould fay more than the fcanty

limits of a preface can contain.

The writing of corhedies Is indeed an

arduous talk
;
nor can I think it miraculous

that no king ever yet wrote fuch w^orks in

a manner equal to Congreve and Moliere.

Frederic has written fufficiently well to af-

ford a degree of amufement, though he cer-

a 4 tainly
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tainly made no judicious, proper, or manly

choice of a fubjed. In his Tantalus at Law.

And here I think it my duty to counter-

ad the impreffions which the King’s fatirical

failles, and narrative, concerning Voltaire,

might occafion, by relating the truth, and

by obferving they were the failles of pafEon,

and the narrative of falfe information. In

behalf of himfelf, as in behalf of truth, Vol-

taire was fo ardently adive, while he ima-

gined himfelf right, that he was fometimes

precipitately led to do wrong: but of the

ads of which he is accufed in this comedy,

and in the ftatement of the cafe, he was

utterly incapable. He fo far forgot himfelf,

I own, as to wifli to purchafe the Steuer bills

of Saxony
;
he had the King’s example in

his juftification, and he certainly had too

great a defire to amafs money. This defire

blinded him fo far that he did not confidcr

the pradice with that deteftation which it

deferved, and which it was ftrange that Vol-

taire did not feel. The truth is this

:

Steuer or government bills had been if-

fued by the court of Saxony to an amount

beyond its ability to pay. Thefe bills were

funken
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funken In their value fifty per cent. At the

peace of Drefden. Frederic ftipulated with

Auguftus III. eledor of Saxony, that the

PrufTian fubjeds holding Steuer bills fhould

be indemnified
;
that is, that the bills fhould

be paid to the full amount. The negligent,

the fluggifh Auguftus forgot to enquire what

this amount was; and to buy up Steuer

bills for half their value, and to bring them

to the bank of Drefden for full payment,

became a traffic with the Pruffians: Han-

way and others afliire us the King himfelf

was one of thefe traders. That Voltaire

fhould wifh to profit by fuch illicit commerce

was ftrange. He however employed a Jew
of the name of Hirfch, or Herfcheld, to

purchafe Steuer bills for him in Saxony, and

for this purpofe furnifhed his agent with

money and notes. As a fecurity for this

truft, the Jew left fome diamonds in the

pofleffion of Voltaire, which vrere the pro-

perty of M. Chafot, a French officer, and a

favourite with the King, as well as with the

See Hanv/ay’s Travelsj quarto, London, 1762,

vol, i, p. 444.

duchefs
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duchefs of Mecklenburg, from whom he

himfelf had received them. Of this Voltaire

being informed, and learning that he was

trading with a fufpeded knave, he haftily

fent in queft of him into Saxony, forbade

him to negociate the bills of exchange, and

wrote to Paris to have them protefted . A
demand of two hundred crowns was made

by the Jew, to defray the expences of his

journey, and thefe were paid
; but an ad-

ditional fallacious charge of five hundred

Voltaire refolved not to defray.

Deceived in his hopes, the Jewrefufed to

receive the diamonds; pretending that, in lieu

of large, fmall brilliants had been fubftituted.

He became daring by being openly protefted

by Maupertuis, and all the French who were

of his cabal. Jealous of their rivals the French,

the German literati rejoiced, and fomented

the quarrel. The King was told that Voltaire

treated his poetry with contempt
;

orders

w^ere given to the divine author of the

Henriade not to appear at Potfdam
;

and,

left the judges ftiould wink at mlfdemeanour

in his fuppofed favourite, count Rothemburg

was fent by Frederic to his grand chancellor,

Cocceilj
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Coccell, direftlng him to admlnifter ftri£t

juflice: and Voltaire, the fo lately univerfal,

potent, fublime genius. In whofe prefence

hlftorians, orators, poets, philofophers, nay

thegods themfelvesjfhrunkinto dwarfifhnefs,

was in danger of being recorded a villain.

Some months elapfed before the caufe

was tried, but truth at length was trium-

phant. The never-indolentVoltaire, impelled

by all the indignation of impending infamy,

was peculiarly aftive in the detection of a

foe fo contemptible. The Jew was caft, in

defpite of Maupertuls, his cabal, and the

German literati
;
and foon afterward, for for-

geries and other crimes not relative to this

caufe, was condemned to imprifonment in

the citadel of Magdeburg

Thus much is due to genius, truth, and

Voltaire.

Of the correfpondence between Frederic

II. and other confpicuous men, that with

Voltaire holds the firft rank. Thofe who
are but partially acquainted with the hiftory

of this poet, will here receive infinite plea-

fure and information. I do not by praifing

* See Vie de Fred. II. tome iv. page 41 ; a Strafe

bourgjxhez Treuttel, edition de 1788, in-8vo.

mean
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mean to exculpate Voltaire from the charge

of flattery
;

for, though much may be urged

to foften this charge, it cannot be annulled.

Voltaire was of a nation which, by the

perverfity of its government, was habituated

to adulation. What would here, and will

foon there, be thought fulfome, was fcarcely

fufBcient for the common forms of good

breeding. The language of a parafite, in a

free country, would not, in the courtefy of

its terms, equal that of the mofl: indepen-

dent of the children of Defpotifm. This

however was a truth too obvious long to

lie concealed from the genius of Voltaire

;

but his v/ritings in favour of freedom were

fo pointed, and fuppofed to be fo dangerous,

that the moft powerful patronage was ne-

ceflTary, to fave him from deftrudion. Yes;

the hard conceffion is wrung from us, that

Voltaire mufl either have been filent, a

fawner, or a martyr. That he was not

filent, that he was not a martyr, are the hap-

pinefs and the glory of France. The only

error he was guilty of was that of overading

adulation. Let this be remembered, while

his letters are read, and the pleafure they

will afford \vill induced be great. Frederic

may
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may juftly be called his pupil, in all that he

underftood of virtue
;

for, though others no

doubt were as willing as Voltaire to teach

him virtue, who could teach it with the

fame inimitable art ?

I would not be thought the unqualified

panegyrift of Voltaire ;
many of his adions

merit cenfure, and many of them v/ere cen-

fured by himfelf. But the powers of his

mind, and the general difplay of thofe

powers. It is impoffible fufficiently to admire,

or to praife.

The correfpondence of Frederic with

Jordan and D’Arget, exhibits his turn for

wit and humour, and highly contributes to

pourtray charader. His pretenfions to ge-

nuine friendflilp, contrafted with the far-

cafms, and even fomething more than far-

cafm, with which he treats his friends^ not

only teach the philofopher what Frederic

was, but what his equals, minds of high

worth, are ever in danger of becoming,

under fimilar circumftances. Small things

In this are equal to great, for they do not

lefs emphatically mark the dangerous con-

fequences of exceffive power. It is fcarcely

hyper-
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hyperbolical to fay that none but an angel

can be an Alfred and a king.

For fimilarj arid for additional reafons,

the correfpondence with the marquis d’Ar-

gens is ftill more precious. PofTeffed of fuch

materials, the true hiftorian can feldom be

miftaken in fads, and never in the man.

The irritation of humbled haughtinefs, the

dignity of confcious courage, the fpleen of

writ, the magnanimity of defponding forti-

tude, and the exultation of reviving hope,

are energetically contrafted. Such remarks

are almoft fuperfluous. I fhould have but

a mean opinion of the underftanding of the

man who fhould read this correfpondence,

and not feel, though he might not trouble

himfelf accurately to define, thefe emotions.

Exclufive of other merits, the correfpon-

dence with D’Alembert has, in conjundlon

with that of Voltaire, the peculiar one of

affording materials to the hiftorian, as well

as of gratifying curiofity, during thofe years

of peace when the ordinary vehicles of in-

telligence make little mention of the ads of

kings, and nations. After what has been

faid of adulation, it were In vain to accufe

D’Alembert.
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D’Alembert. He had as much indepen-

dence of mind as a man of his talents, fo

fituated, . could have; to expe£l more were

unjuft. I would only warn thofe of my
readers who wifh to be very polite, and who,

perhaps from good motives ill underftood,

might imitate that repetition of fulfome

phrafeology, which is fo often iterated by

D’Alembert, and indeed by other of the cor-

refpondents of the king, that fuch phrafes

are as unfuitable to the Englifh language as

they are to the fpirit of the Englifti nation.

Few are confcioufly mean, though many are

fo from example.

As an illuftration of the charader of

Frederic, the reader no doubt will be glad to

learn, from himfelf, what his opinions were

of many of the moft famous literati of the

age
; but there is little fear that the farcaftic

and fevere manner in which men like Lin-

nseus, Euler, Helvetius, the abbe Raynal,

both the Roufleaus, and various other per-

fons are treated fliould mlflead any one

:

their true worth is too generally known to

fear defamation. The contempt of the king

for mathematicians was fingular. When he

held
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held geometry to be inferior to ethics, and

the knowledge of the human heart, he

judged foundly
;
but when he thought it of

little value, nay ridiculous, his error was ex-

treme and aftonifhing. D’Alembert has

been cenfured, for never having recom-

mended a man of genius to Frederic, except

M. la Grange, the mathematician, and the

fucceflbr in the academy of Berlin to M.
Euler

;
but the cenfure perhaps will be

thought unjuft, when it is remembered that

this only man of genius of his recommen-

dation, who was with difficulty obtained

from the court of Sardinia by Frederic, re-

moved to Berlin there to live in equal if not

in greater negledt than that in which he had

lived at Turin. Count Mirabeau, in the

Hijioire Secrette de la Cour de Berlin pleads

with great energy, to M. de Calonne, to ob-

tain an afylum for him in France, after the

death of Frederic, by whom he was left,

notwithftanding the labours with which he

had enriched the Memoirs of the Academy

* The Secret Hiftory of the Court of Berlin—a book

the moft fingular, and in fome refpedls the moft inftruc-

tive and amiifing, of any the world has lately leen.

of
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of Berlin, without, as I believe, the fmall-

eft additional promotion, or reward. La

Grange no doubt poffefled that proper phi-

lofophic dignity which difdains adulation,

and importunity. Kings are affaulted by

men of lefs modefty and worth, and when

not reminded are prone to forget the man

of merit. I know no better apology for

their conduct. To be farcaftic was habitual

with Frederic II. ;
and confirmed habits are

too mechanical to be at all times juft and

wife.

The remainder of the correfpondence,

though not of equal confequence, is of fome
;

as it contributes to form a whole, and as it

fhews the progrefs of the mind of Frederic,

from that period when, while prince royal,

he wrote to Rollin and Fontenelle, to the

laft ftage, in which he correfponded with

Grimm and Condorcet.

Flow much is it to be regretted that this

whole correfpondence has been garbled by

the editors of Berlin ! Let me be juft ; of

this we have not at prefent any pofitive, but

we have the ftrongeft prefumptive, proofs.

The king’s memory muft be refpeCted
;
the

b feelings
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feelings of the living muft not be Infulted
;

yet, in what is publiflied, the memory of the

king is not refpeded, and the feelings of the

living are infulted. Thefe are contemptible

pleas
;
yet men of the honour and worth of

the editors of Berlin are aduated by fuch

motives, for they can have no better. When
will mankind know that the egotifm of in-

dividuals ought not to {land in competition

with the leffons which fads afford
;

and

that, of all refpedable things, truth is the

moft refpedable ? How noble an example

has Jean Jaques Rouffeau afforded mankind,

by writing his Confeflions ! Where is the

felfifh coward who would not damn his

own fame, could he by that teach wifdom to

the world ? Let us hope thefe editors wnll

repent of their error : at leaft let us hope

that, though they have curtailed, they have

not annihilated
;

but that they have left

their fucceffors the power of being honeft.

It is neceffary I fhould add that the omiC-

fions, which I fufped, appear rather to .be

important for their contents than for their

bulk. I imagine them to be few, but ef-

fentiah

1 I have
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I have now to give fome account of the

work in Englifh, and of myfelf as the trarif-

lator. Confiderable time and attention have

been bellowed, firft on the arrangement of

the whole, and afterward of certain parts of

the correfpondence. Where I have differed

in arrangement from every other edition,

it has been with a view to confiftency,

and the connexion of parts that relate to

each other. The inattention of the edi-

tors of Berlin, to arrangement, fpeaks a very

blameable degree of indolence. Inftead of

inferting each letter with its correfponding

anfwer, they have printed the letters of the

individual correfpondents feparately
;
and left

the trouble of feeking for order and con-

nexion, through different volumes, to the

reader. Nay, they have occafionally jum-

bled the letters together, without fo much

as clafling them according to their dates
;
or,

when they wanted dates, enquiring from the

contents to what period they ought to

belong. Rumour fays thefe editors are

fcholars, courtiers, and men of wit and

breeding
;
but, if they thought the tafk be-

neath them, why not commit it to others ?

b a The
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The key to this enigma feems to be the feaf

of having the edition pirated
;
better how-

ever pirated than fpoiled. The labour re-

jected, by the editors of Berlin, thofe of the

edition printed at Bafil bellowed, but ftill

not with fuiEcient accuracy. The latter ap-

pear to have been deceived in obtaining a

copy to print from fo foon as they had hoped,

and wanted leifure to equal their intentions.

Nor can I boaft of having completely re-

ftored order. There are fome, but very few,

undated letters, to which I could aflign no

pofitive place.

As the dates frequently differ, in the two

editions of Berlin and of Bafil, I. generally

have inferted one date in the text and the

other in a note. Errors of the prefs feem to

be more frequent in dates, and in figures,

than in any other part of printing.

I have inferted fome pieces not to be found

in any of the editions I have feen, of which

pieces I happened to have colleded copies.

Thefe are the Prince of Pruffia’s Correfpon-

clence : The Eulogium on Voltaire: The

Catechifm for the Young Nobility : and The

Eflay Oil German Literature. Of thefe I

imagine
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imagine the world will be glad to be in pof-

feffion. The Prince of Pruffia’s Correfpon-

dence is indeed peculiarly interefting, and

amalgamates exceedingly well with that be-

tween the King and General Fouquet. As

far as they go, they both form an additional

and excellent commentary, for the lovers of

hiftory, on the feven years war.

As a fpecies of compofition, there cannot

perhaps be a worfe than that of eulogium ;

but, as a fpecimen of this compofition, there

can be but few happier fubjeds than Voltaire.

Of catechifm I fhould fay the very re-

verfe
;

it is logic of the moft conclufive and

elfediual kind : and, though there be fome,

there is but little falfe logic in Frederic’s

Catechifm for the Nobility.

The Effay on German Literature is a

memorable example of the power of preju-

dice
;
and it is not a little fingular that, after

having evidently paid fo much court to the

literati of France, to whom Frederic appeared

to appeal for future lame, he fhould fo out-

rageoiifly attack the whole army of fcholars,

and of wits, which Germany could produce-

Still how^ever, in the mid ft of error, his m-

teiUions
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tentions were good
;
and error itfelf may

here, as it often has been, be produdive of

good effects ; it may induce the learned to

fpeak the truth, and the whole truth, of

him by whom they have not been flattered

;

and, which is better, it may excite them to

redify the abufes he enumerates, which,

though exaggerated, were many of them

real. To this it muft be added that the EflTay

contains many marks of good tafle.

Of the poetry, not mingled with profe, I

have given no tranflation. The wifh to be

a poet was with Frederic much greater than

the power. Whoever fliould tranflate his

poetry, and leave it fuch as it is, would en-

danger his own reputation, with the few

readers whom he fhould have
;
and even to

infufe beauties, not in the original, would ex-

pofe the tranflator to blame. Ages have unit-

ed in allowing the tranflation of profe to be a

talk almoft infuperably difficult ;
and there is

no temerity in adding that a poetical, accu-

rate, and literal verfion ofpoetry is impoffible..

As there is much poetry in the profe

which I have tranflated, it is proper here to

add what I intend to fay on that fubjed.

The
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The number of verfes thus tranflated are

fufficient to fill a tolerably large volume;

yet are they divided into feveral hundred

Ihort/craps, many of which are the trifling,

the fportive effufions of men who did not

think of poetry, but of rhiming, I have, in

fome few inftances, imitated much of their

manner, for which I imagine myfelf to be in

danger of cenfure ;
that is, I have, in perhaps

a dozen inftances, written with that jocular

carelelTnefs which difregards poetical lan-

guage and harmony
;
though thefe, next to

the fubjedt, form the very foul of poetry.

I doubt the poffibility of an exadt imitation

of fuch poetry as the King wrote fo gaily,

and fo much at his eafe : the fpirit of it was

frequently good ; I cannot fay fo much of

the performance. The fpecimens I have

given are chiefly in the correfpondence with

Jordan, and are found in and after Letter

CXLVI. I confefs I would not wi(h any

man, in the lead poflTefTed of the foul of

poetry, to be obliged again to undertake the

tranflation of thefe morfels. To talk of ink-

ftands, printers, pens, counters, and pills,

and to introduce fuch names as Remufberg,

Alga-
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Algarotti, Baltimore, and Bonarotti, with a

thoufand et caeteras, in all the raptures of

poetry, is a talk not greatly to be envied.

Like the French, the King was, moft unfor-

tunately for the tranflator, a great admirer

of a mixture of poetry and profe
;
in imita-

tion of the Vyyage de Bachaumont et Chapelle^

Voltaire’s Temple of Tafte, and fimilar pro-

dudions. A rigid adherence to the author,

in a poetical verfion of poems like thefe, is a

virtue which I renounce. If to confult the

fpirit of the fubjed rather than the words,

if to endeavour to catch an Englifh fpirit of

poetry, congenial to the poem, and, when

the mind was awakened, not feverely to

rejed an additional correfponding thought—

-

if thefe be unpardonable, there are many

palTages in which I do not wait to be ar-

raigned
;

I plead guilty. The King himfelf

fays, vol. viii. p. 150, ‘‘A few folecifms

‘‘ and bad rhymes ought not to be confi-

dered as defeds, when the poetry of an

emperor is tranflated.” I might with

truth fay the fame of the poetry of a king :

but I have endeavoured to obviate the necef-

fity of fuch a plea,

I have
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I have not only omitted the poetry, fome

of which was indeed too indecent for tranf-

lation, but likewife the Dialogue between

the Virgin Mary and Madame Pompa-

dourj and the Thoughts on Religion. The

Dialogue is only fhort, would have given

great offence to many very worthy people,

and might have produced much mifchief,

without anyprofped: of good. TheThoughts

on Religion, notwithftanding their being in

total contradiction to the religious opinions

of Europe, ought to have been tranflated,

had they been written by the King, becaufe

they are argumentative, and arguments on

all fides ought to be heard : if falfe, there is

no danger but they will be refuted
;

if true,

truth ought not to be concealed. But, as

many reafons are urged, which feem more

than plaufible, that the work is not the

produdion of the King juflice to him

requires the queftion fhould be afcertained,

before it is given as authentic.

None but the notes with the fignature T.

are mine. Some readers will think many

* See Vie de Frederic II. tom. vii. p. 258, a Straf-

bourg, chezTreuttel, edition de 1789, in 8vo,

C of
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of the notes I have added fuperfluous, and

perhaps impertinent
; but the majority will

be forry I have not added more. Neither of

them however will eafily conceive the time

and trouble that were neceflary, or the nume-

rous books that were confulted, in order to

afcertain certain things that were doubtful,

and to re£lify others that were erroneous.

Memory muft not be trufted
; neither is the

reading of any man fufficient to embrace

the reading of all men. A tranflator is not

indeed culpable, if he preferve the errors of

his original
;
but to corred them appears to

be meritorious.

Whether it be likewife meritorious to

preferve errors of metaphor, and of lan-

guage, is a queftion on which men differ.

Some allege they wifh to fee the author as

he Is, and not the author new dreffed ; but

a tranflator on this point feels his own dan-

ger, and feels juftly. Moft of his readers

would attribute the blunders of metaphor

and of flyle to him, and not to the original.

Befide, let his abilities and care be what

they will, the chances are, in a work of

magnitude, that he fhall commit fome fuch

7 himfelf.
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himfelf. There are metaphors too In which

one language indulges, although they almoft

appear abfurd in another
:
yet fome of thefe a

tranflator will be almoft compelled to retain;

fuch, for example, as the word monument^

when fpeaking of literary produdfions, to

which I frequently could find no equivalent

with which I was fatisfied, and which there*

fore is preferved. The fame will be found

true of others. The firft duty of a tranC-

lator is, as far as poflible, to glye the exad:

value of the author’s idea. Hence, when

the languages correfpond, the very words

of the original, if not offenfive to idiom,

and as far as they are of the fame exadt

value, ought to be tranfmitted. Indeed

much more has been faid againft idiom itfelf

than it deferves. Languages mutually en-

rich each other, by the introdudlion of new

idioms, as well as ofnew words
;
and many

of the charms of our greateft poets, is the

novelty which they have introduced, by the

aid of idioms caught from the ancient and

modern languages. Thefe, no doubt, were

fometimes introduced purpofely; but we

may
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may fuppofe they generally were floating

unconfcionfly in the imagination.

By an overfight, the French fpelllng Ma-

yence is fometimes followed, inftead of

Mentz, a city in Germany^

I have nothing further to add, but that I

believe I have faithfully difcharged my duty

to my readers
;
and that, againft thofe of

my readers who fliall not be equally juft to

me, I fhall cherifh no enmity. Each of

them will have thoughts, and opinions, li-

terary, political, and moral, different, more

or lefs, from mine. Let opinions be dif-

cuffed ;
let them be praifed, blamed, ridi-

€uled, nay contemned; but let them be free.

fifewman-Jtreef, London,

Marsh, 1790,
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introduction.

CHAP. I.

Stat€ of Pmjfia at the Death of Frederic William*

Characters of the European Princes^ their Mi-

nifterSy and Generals, An EJHmate of their

. Strength
y RefourceSy and Influence in the Syflem

ofEurope, State of the Sciences andfine Arts,

Origin of the War againft the Houje of Auftria,

1 740. T the death ofFrederic William, king

dom amounted only tofeven millions four hundred

thoufand crov/ns; population, in the various pro-

vinces, to three millions* . The late king left be-

hind him eight millions feven hundred thoufand

crowns, unincumbered by debts, and the fi-

nances well adminiftered, but with few refources.

The balance of trade annually loft one million

two hundred thoufand crowms, which money

enriched foreign nations. The army was feventy-

* This is a round number which the king has put

:

population in 1740 really amounted only to 2,240,000.

VOL. I. PART I. B fix

of Pruflia, the revenues of the king-
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fix thoufand ftrong, and about twenty-fix thou-

fand of the foldiery were foreigners. This proves

it to have been an effort beyond the natural

flrength of the kingdom, and that three millions

of inhabitants were infufficient to recruit even

fifty thoufand men, efpecially in time of war.

Frederic William entered into no alliances ; he

wiflied to leave his fucceffor entirely at liberty,

concerning the choice of thofc he fhould form,

and which after his death might be the moft

advantageous to the nation.

Europe was in a ftate of peace, England and

Spain excepted, which nations made war in the

New World for two Englifli ears cut off by the

Spaniards. Thefepowers mutually expended im-

menfe fums concerning a contraband trade highly

unworthy ofth^ great efforts they mutually made.

The emperor Charles VI. had lately concluded

peace with the Turks at Belgrade, through the

mediation of Mr. de Villeneuve, the French

aml)affador at Conflantinople. By this peace

the emperor ceded to the grand feignior the

kingdom of Servia, a part of Moldavia, and the

important city of Belgrade. The latter years

of the emperor Charles VI. had been fo unfor-

tunate that he had feen himfelf ftripped of the

kingdom of Naples, of Sicily, and a part of the

Milanefe, by the French, the Spaniards, and the

Sardinians.,
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Sardinians. He had, likewife, by the peace of

1737, ceded the dutchy of Lorrain to France,

which had been in poffeflion of the family ot

the duke his fon-in-law from time immemoriaL

By this treaty the emperor beftowed provinces,

and France vain guarantees. Tufcany excepted,

which mull be regarded as a precarious pof-

feflion, France guarantied to the emperor a

family law, which he had publifiied concerning

the fucceflion, fo well known in Europe by the

name of the Pragmatic Sanction. The purport

of this law was to afcertain the fucceflion un-

divided to his daughter. There is, no doubt,

good reafon to be furprifed at perceiving the end

of the reign of Charles VI. fo inferiour to the

renown of its commencement. We ought to

attribute the caufe of the misfortunes of this

monarch to the lofs of prince Eugene. Charles

had no one to replace this great man. After

his death, the ftate loft its vigour, became

languid, and its members perifhed. Charles VI.

had received from nature qualities which con-

ftitute the good citizen, but none of thofe which

form the great man. He was generous but

without difcernment; his mind was limited,

and deftitute of penetration ; he had induftry,

but not genius ; fo that, while he laboured much,

he performed little. He well underftood the

^ B 2 German
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German conftitntional forrris, and fpoke fever al

lariguages, particularly the Latin, in which

he excelled. He was a good father, a good

hufband, but a fuperflitious bigot, like all the

princes of the houfe of Auflria. He had been

educated to obey, not to command. His mini-

fters amufed him by making him a judge of

fuits in the Aulic council, and by pun6tually

attaching him to the minuti^ of ceremony, and

the etiquette of the houfe of Burgundy. Thus,

while he was employed in trifles like thefe, or

wafting his time in hunting, his minifters, the

true mailers of the monarchy, difpofed of all.

The good fortune of the houfe of Auftria

had brought into its fervice prince Eugene of

Savoy, of whom we have juft fpoken. This

prince had worn the clerical band in France,

Louis XIV. refufed him a benefice; Eugene

requefted a company of dragoons ; this he was

likewife refufed, becaufe they miftook his genius,

and becaufe the young lords of the court had

given him the nick-name of Dame Claude.

Eugene, perceiving every gate of fortune fhut

upon him, left his mother, madame de SoiflTons,

and France, and offered his fervices to the emperor

Leopold. He became colonel, and obtained a

regiment. His merit rfiade rapid ftrides. The

fignal fervices he performed, and the fuperiority

of
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of his talents^ foon raifed him to the firfl; military

commands. He was generaliffimo, prehdent of

the council of war, and, finally, prime-minifter

to the emperor Charles VI. This prince faw

himfelf the chief of the Imperial army ; he go-

verned not only the Auftrian provinces but the

empire itfelf
;
properly fpeaking he was emperor.

So long as prince Eugene preferved the vigour

of his mind, the arms and negotiations of

Auftria profpered ; but the head which had fo

long laboured for the welfare of the Imperial

houfe was, when enfeebled by age and infirmi-

ties, incapable of continuing the fame labours,

and of rendering the fame fervices. How hu-

miliating to our vanity are refleftions like thefe !

A Conde, an Eugene, a Marlborough, behold

the underftanding extind while the body con-

tinues to live, and men of the, mod bound-

lefs genius end in imbecillity ! Pride thyfelf

hereafter, poor Humanity, in thy powers if

thou dareft. The mental decline of prince

Eugene was the moment of intrigue among all

the Auftrian minifters. Count Zintzendorf ac-

quired the moft control over the mind of his

mafter; he had little induftry, but was fond of

good cheer ; he was the Apicius of the Imperial

court, and the emperor faid that the excellent

ragouts of his minifter were the caufe of the

B 3 ill
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ill fuccefs of his affairs. The count was in-

folent and haughty ; he imagined himfelf an

Agrippa, a Mecenas ; the princes of the empire

were offended at the feverity of his government,

very different, in that refped, from the govern-

ment of prince Eugene, who employed gentle-

nefs only, by which he guided the Germanic

body at his pleafure.

When count Zintzendorf was employed at

the congrefs of Cambray, he imagined he had

penetrated into the charadler of cardinal de

Fleuri. The Frenchman, more artful than the

German, deceived him, and Zintzendorf re-

turned to Vienna perfuaded that he governed

the court of Verfailles as he did that of the

emperor. Soon after this, prince Eugene, who

faw the emperor was continually occupied on

the means of maintaining the Pragmatic fandion,

told him the mofl; effedual would be to keep

up an army of an hundred and eighty thoufand

men, and that he woUld indicate how the fupplies

might be obtained for the payment of this aug-

mentation, if the emperor would confent. The
genius of Charles, fubjeAed to that of Eugene,

dared not to refufe. An augmentation of forty

thoufand men was refblved upon, and the army

was prefently completed. The counts of

Zintzendorf and Stahrenberg, enemies of prince

Eugene,
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Eugene, reprefented to the emperor that his

provinces, labouring under enormous contribu-

tions, were infufEcient for the maintenance of

fo vaft an army, and, unlefs he would intirely

ruin Auftria, Bohemia, and his other ftates, he

muft difband the new-f^ifed troops. Charles

VI. who knew as little of the finances as he did

of the countries he governed, yielded to the

remonftrances of his minifters, and difbanded

thefe forty thoufand men, a little before the de-

ceafe of Auguftus I. king of Poland.

Two candidates rofe up, defirous of afcend-

ing the vacant throne of Poland. The one was

Auguftus, eledor of Saxony, fon of the late king,

and fupported by the emperor, the emprefs of

Ruflia, and the money and men of Saxony.

The other was Staniftaus Lezinfky, invited by

the wilhes of the Poles, and proteded by his fon-

in-law Louis XV. But the aid which he obtained

from France confifted only in four battalions.

He once more faw Poland, was befieged in

Dantzic, and, unable to maintain himfelf there,

a fecond time renounced the mournful diftindion

of being the king of a republic in which anar-

chy reigned.

Zintzendorfdepended fo intirely on the pacific

fpirit of the cardinal de Fleuri that he incon-

fiderately engaged his court in the troubles of

B 4 . Poland.
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Poland. The*pleafure of beftowing the crown

of this kingdom coil the - emperor three king-

doms and fome fine provinces. The French

had palTed the Rhine, and were befieging Kehl

at 'the. very time Vvdien the people of Vienna were

laying wagers, concerning their inadlivity. The

war that had been undertaken was ,the work of

vanity, and the peace which followed that of

weaknefs. The name of prince Eugene, v/hich

ftiil was awful, fufta.ined the Auftrian arms .upon

the Rhine during the campaigns of 1734 and

1735. He ceafed to live foon after, but too late

for his own glory. The command of the army

and the prefidency of the council of war, which

united places had been held by prince Eugene,

were feparated.. Count de Harrach was made pre-

fident, and Konigfeck,Wallis, Seckendorff, Neu-

perg, Schmettau,Khevenhuller,and the prince of

Hildbourghaiifen, intrigued for the dangerous

honour ofcommanding the Imperial armies. To
wreflie againft the reputation of prince Eugene,

and to occupy a pofl: which he with fo much

honour had held, was a conteft highly liable to

difgrace. Thefe generals were, befide, as much

divided among themfelves as were the fuccefTors

of Alexander. As a fubftitute for the merit they

wanted, they had rccourfe to faction. Seckendorff

and the prince of Hildbourghaufen relied on the

credit
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credit of the emprefs, and that of the minifter,

named Bartenftein, a native of Alfatia, of low

extradion, but laborious, and who, with two

affociates, Knorr and Weber, formed a tri-

umvirate who at that time governed the affairs

of the empire. Khevenhuller had a party in the

council of war; and Wallis, who gloried in

hating and being hated by the whole world,

had no party any where. The Ruffians were

then at war with the Turk's. The fuccefs of

the former inflamed the courage of the Au-

ftrians. Bartenftein imagined the Turks might

be driven out of Europe. Seckendorff had the

command of the army. Thefe two perfons,

under the pretence that the emperor ought

to aflifl: the Ruffians, his allies, againfh the

enemy of the Chriftian name, plunged the houfe

of
.
Auftria into an abyfs of ills. Every body

was ambitious of giving the emperor advice.

His minifters, the emprefs, the duke of Eor-

rain, each and all were in cabals. Every new day

new projeds ifliied from the Imperial council.

The fadions of the great, who laboured for

each other’s ruin, and the jealoufy of the gene-

rals, califed every enterprHe to fail. The
orders which the commanders daily received

from the court were each contradidory to the

other, and obliged them to undertake things
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impra6ticable. Such domeftic diforder became

more fatal to the Auftrian arms than to the

power of the infidels. The Hoft was carried in

proceffion at Vienna, while battles were loft in

Hungary, and recourfe was had to the forceries

of fuperftition to repair the errors of incapacity.

Seckendorff was imprifoned at the conclufion

of the firft campaign, becaufe it was alleged

his herefy drew down celeftial wrath. Kdnig-

feck, after having commanded the fecond

year, was made grand mafter of the emprefs.

This gave occafion to Wallis, who had the

command the third year, to fay that his firft

predeceflbr had been caged, the fecond was

become a eunuch of the feraglio, and that it

remained for him to be beheaded. He was

but little wide of the truth, for, after the lofs

of the battle of Kreutzka, he was imprifoned

in the caftle of Brunn. Neuperg, whom the

emperor and the duke of Lorrain had ftrongly

conjured to accelerate peace, concluded a

treaty with the Turks at Belgrade, and, in

recompenfe, was, on his return, confined in

the caftle of Glatz. Thus the court of Vi-

enna, not daring to examine the origin of its

misfortunes, and to which its moft auguft mem-

bers had contributed, puniflied its fubaltern

inftruments to obtain confolation.

1739 *
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1739. After the conclufion of this peace the

Auftrian army was found to be in a dreadfully

ruinous ftate. It had fuftained confiderable

Ioffes at Widden, and Meudia, Panchova,

Timoc and Kreutzka. Foul air and unhealthy

water had occafioned epidemic difeafes, and

from the neighbourhood of the Turks it had

caught the plague ; it was at the fame time

difcouraged and deftroyed. Mod of the troops,

after the peace, remained in Hungary, but

their number did not exceed forty-three thou-

fand men, and no one thought of re-eftabliih-

ing the army. Befide thefe, the emperor had

not more than fixteen thoufand men in Italy,

twelve thoufand, at the mod, in Flanders, and

five or fix regiments difperfed through his

hereditary domains. Thus, indead of the army

amounting to one hundred and feventy-five

thoufand men, its effe(dive force was lefs than

eighty-two thoufand. In the year 1733 it had

been computed that the revenues of the em-

peror might be about twenty-eight millions *.

Since this period he had lod much, and the

expences of two fucceffive wars had over-

* In the French language the word millions, without

another explanatory fubftantive, ufually fuppofes millions

of livres
;

but in this work it feems to fuppofe crowns of

3 livres, or 2s, 6d. value. T.

whelmed
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wlielmed him with debts, which he fcarcely

could pay with twenty millions, which ftill

remained ; his finances were, befide, in the

iitmoft coiifufion ; difcord openly reigned among

his rninifters, and jealoufy between his generals.

The emperor himfelf, difcouraged .by fuck

repeated ill fuccefs, was difgufted with the

vanity of grandeur. The Auftrian empire,

however, notwithftanding its hidden vices and

weak parts, was enumerated among the moil

mighty of the European powers in the year

1740; its refources were remembered, and how

poffible it was for an adlive mind to effedl a

total change ! Meantime, its pride fupplied its

want of ftrength, and its pafl: glory fcreened its

prefcnt humiliation.

France was in a very different ftate. This king-

dom had not found itfelf in a more profperous

fituation fince the year 1672. It was indebted

for a part of its advantages to the fage admi-

niftration of cardinal de Fleuri. Louis XIV.

had made this cardinal, then bifhop of Frejus,

the preceptor of his grandfon. Priefts are as

ambitious as otlier men, and often more fubtle.

After the death of the regent, duke of Or-

leans, Fleuri drove the duke of Bourbon, who

then occupied that place, into exile, that he

might obtain it himfelf. His manner of go-

verning
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Verning was rather prudent than aftive. While

in the arms of his miftrefles he perfecuted

the Janfenifts. He would have only orthodox

billiops, and yet, during a dangerous fit of

iicknefs, he refufed receiving the facraments of

the church. All the refpedt which the pride of

pomp can infpire had been exhaufted by Rich-

lieu and Mazarin. Fleuri, in contraft, would

have his grandeur to conlifc in fimplicity. He
left but little wealth to his defcendants, but he

enriched them by immenfe benefadions, which

were liberally fliowered among them by the

king. This prime-minifter preferred negotia-

tion to war, becaufe in fadion he was powerful,

but knew not how to command armies. He
affeded to be pacific, that he might become

the umpire rather than the conqueror of kings :

he was bold in his projeds, but timid in execu-

tion ; an ceconomift of the revenues of the

date, and endowed with the fpirit of order

;

qualities which rendered him ufeful to France,

the finances of wFich had been exhaufted by

the war of the fuccefiion, and a vicious admini-

ftration. He negleded the army too much, and

was too much prejudiced in favour of the finan-

ciers. The naval force was alnioft annihilated

while he governed, and the military fo much

negleded that they could not ered their tents
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during the firfl campaign of 1733. Willi

fome good qualities for interior adminiftration,

the charader of this minifler in Europe was

that of weaknefs and knavery ; vices which he

derived from the church in which he had been

educated. The good oeconomy of the car-

dinal, however, procured the kingdom the

means of liquidating a part of the immenfe

debt contraded under the reign of Louis XIV.

He repaired the diforders of the regency, and,

by temporiling means, France recovered from

the confufion in which flie had been thrown by

the fyftem of Law.

Twenty years of peace were neceflary to this

monarchy, after fo many calamities. Chauve-

iin, the fub- minifler, who aded under the car-

dinal, rouzed the kingdom from its inadivity

;

it was he who brought France to undertake the

war in 1733; the pretext for which was king

Stanifiaus, but by which France gained Lor-

rain. The courtiers at Verfailles faid that

Chauvelin had juggled the cardinal into war,

but that the cardinal had juggled him into

peace. Chauvelin, encouraged, and trium-

phant to fee his firfl; effay fo fuccefsful, flattered

himfelf he might become prime-minifler. To
effed this it was neceffary to dethrone the car-

dinal, and calumny was not fpared, in order to

blacken
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blacken him in the mind of Louis XV. : but

this monarch, fubordinare to the cardinal,

whom he ftill fuppofed his preceptor, retold

all he heard. Chauvelin fell the vi6lim of his

ambition ; his place was given by the cardinal

to Mr. Amelot, a man without genius, in whom
the prime-minifter boldly confided, becaufe he

poiTeffed no dangerous talents. The long peace

which France had enjoyed had deprived the

army of a fucceffion of great generals. Vi liars,

who had commanded the firft campaign in

Italy, was dead, Broglio, Noailles, and De
Coigni, were men of mediocre abilities; nor

were they furpafled by Maillebois. Noailles

was accufed of wanting that warlike inflindt

which confides in its own powers. He one

day found a fword hung before his door, with

the infcription. Thou shalt do no mur-

DER. The genius of marechal Saxe was not

yet developed, marechal Belleifle, among mi-

litary men, moft had won the affedion of the

public. He was regarded as the fupport of

military difcipline ; his mind was vafl, his mt
brilliant, his courage daring ; the trade of war

was his paffion, but he yielded, without referve,

to his imagination. He invented projeds, and

liis brother reduced them to order. The mare-

clial4
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chal was called Fancy, and his brother Good-

fenfe.

After the peace of Vienna, France became

the arbitrefs of Europe. In Italy, as in Ger-

many, her arms were triumphant. Her arnbafTa-

dor, Villeneuve, had concluded the peace of

Belgrade. She held the courts of Vienna, Ma-

drid, and Stockholm, in a kind of dependance.

Her military forces confided in a hundred and

eighty battalions, each of fix hundred men

;

two hundred and twenty-four fquadrons, of a

hundred men each; which together amount

to one hundred and thirty thoufand four hun-

dred men, befide thirty-fix thoufand militia. Her

marine was confiderable ; fire could fit out

eighty vefTels of different rates, including fri-

gates ; and, for the fervice of thefe fleets, fixty-

thoufand failors were enregiflered. In the year

1 740 the revenues of the kingdom amounted to

fixty millions of crowns, ten millions of which

were fet apart to pay the interefh of debts that

flill remained of the war of the fucceflion. The

cardinal de Fleuri called the farmers general,

who fuperintended thefe revenues, the forty pil-

lars of the ftate ; becaufe he confidered the wealth

of thefe farmers as the moft certain refource of

the kingdom. That rank of men which is moil

ufeful to fociety, called the people, and who

culti-
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cultivated the earth, were poor and opprefled,

efpecially in what were called the conquered pro-

vinces. In revenge, the luxury and opulence of

Paris equalled, perhaps, the profufe fplendor of

ancient Rome in the time of Lucullus. It was

fuppofed there were more than ten millions of

wrought filver in the houfes of the individuals

of that immenfe capital: but manners were

become degenerate ; the French, and efpecially

the inhabitants of Paris, were Sybarites, ener-

vated by voluptuoufnefs and effeminacy. The

money which the cardinal had amalfed during

his adminiftration was fpent
;
part of it in the

war of 1733, and the remainder in the fearful

famine of the year 1740; which ruined the

mod flourifhing provinces of the kingdom*

Out of the evils which Law had brought upon

France a kind of good had refulted, which

confided in the South-fea company, edablilhed

at Port Orient : but the fuperiority of the Eng-

lidi fleets ruining this commerce in every war,

which the naval force of France could not fuf-

ficiently prote<d, at length the company was no

longer able to fudain itfelf. Such was the

(ituation of France in the year 1740 ; rerpe<ded

abroad, abounding in abufes at home, and

ynder the government of a weak prince, who

VOL. 1. PART I. C had
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had abandoned himfelf and his kingdom to th^

direcflion of cardinal de Fleuri.

Philip V. for whom Louis XIV. had ruined

himfelf to feat him on the Spanifh throne, ftill

there reigned fovereign. This prince had

the misfortune to be fubjed to attacks of

gloomy melancholy, which much refembled

lunacy. He had abdicated the crown, in 1726,

in favour of his fon Louis, and again took the

reins of government in 1727, after the death

of that prince. This abdication was contrary

to the will of the queen, Elizabeth of Farnefe,

born princefs of Parma. She would have

governed the whole world ; flie could exift only

on the throne.

That fhe might prevent the king in future

from being difgufted with fovereignty, (he con-

tinually engaged him to undertake new wars

againft the Moors, the Englifh, or the houfe of

Auftria. The pride of a Spartan, the obftinacy

of an Englifhman, the cunning of an Italian,,

and the vivacity of a Frenchman, jointly formed

the charader of this fmgular woman ; who

marched audacioully to the accompliftiment of

her defigns ; whom nothing could furprife, no-

thing could impede.

Cardinal Alberoni, a man fo celebrated in

his time, bad a genius refembling that of this

princefs;
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princefs ; he long adied under her. This mi-

nifter was undone by the confpiracy of prince

Celamare, and the queen was obliged to banifh

him, in fatisfadion to the vengeance of the

duke of Orleans, regent of France. A Dutch-

man named Ripperda fupplied the important

poll he had held. Ripperda had underftanding,

^but his malverfations made it impoflible he

fliould long continue in office. Thefe changes

of the miniftry were not perceptible in Spain,

becaufe the minifters were but the inftruments

of the queen, and becaufe it was her will which

at all times regulated affairs.

In the year 1740 Spain glbrioufly terminated

the war of Italy. Don Carlos, whom the Englilh

had efcorted into Tufcany, to fucceed Cofmo,

the lafl: duke of the houfe of Medicis ; Don
Carlos, I lay, was become king of Naples, and

Francis of Lorrain had received Tufcany in

recompenfe for Lorrain, which France had

united to her monarchy. Thus thefe very

Englifli who had fought with fuch fury againft

Philip V. were the promoters of the Spanifh

power in Italy ; fo liable are politics to change,

and fo variable are the opinions of men !

The Spaniards are not fo rich in Europe as

they might be, becaufe they are not induflrious.

The treafures of the newwor^d are the property

C 2
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of Other nations, who have appropriated this

commerce to themfelves, under Spanifli names.

The French, Dutch, and Englifh, properly

fpeaking, enjoy Peru and Mexico ; Spain is

become a ftore-houfe, whence riches glide, and

where thofe who are the cunningefl catch the

moft. Spain has not inhabitants enough to culti-

vate the earth ; wife laws have hitherto been

negleded, and fuperftition has placed this witty

people in the rank of the moft feeble nations.

The revenues of the king^ amount to twenty-

four millions of crowns, but the government

is indebted. Spain maintained from fifty-five

to fixty thoufand regular troops: her naval force

might amount to fifty fhips of the line. The

ties of kindred, which unite the two houfes of

Bourbon, had produced a ftrid alliance; but the

queen, however, was enraged at the peace cf

1737, which cardinal de FJ,euri had concluded

without her knowledge : to revenge herfelf, flic

involved France in every vexation which was in

her power.

Spain was then at war with England, for pi1>

tcfting her fmugglers. The cutting offan Englifh

fiiilor’s ears kindled the fire, and the armaments

of the two nations coft imraenfe fums ; trade fuf-

fered, and, according to cuftom, merchants and

private perfons expiated the follies of the great.

Cardinal de Ficuri was not forty for this war;

he
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lie was in expe<^ation of acting die part of me-

diator, ox arbitrator, that he might increafe the

commercial advantages of France.

Portugal made no figure in Europe : Don

Juan was confpicuous only forhis ^bfurd pafiion

for the ceremonies of the church. By a brief

from the Pope he obtained the privilege of

having a patriarch ; and, by another brief, the

right of faying mafs, confecration excepted.

His pleafures were the performance of faeerdotal

fundtions, and the building of convents ; his ar^>

mies were monks, his miftrelTes nuns.

England of all the European nations was the

moft opulent ; fhe traded over the whole earth ;

her wealth was excefiive, her refources almoft

inexhauftible
: yet, endowed with all thefe ad-

vantages, fhe held not that rank among nations

which feemed to be her due.

George 11. eledlor of Hanover, was then

king of England : he poireffed virtues and abili-

ties, but his paflions were warm to excefs ; he

was firm in his refolutions
; rather avaricious

than (Economical ; capable of labour, incapable

of patience ; valiant, violent, but governing

England according to the interefts of his eledlor-

ate, and tpo little mafter of himfelf to manage a

pation whofe idol was liberty.

The minifter of this monarch was Sjr Robert

C 3 Walpole,
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Walpole. He had captivated the king by the fav-

ings he had made out of the civil lift, from which

George filled his Hanoverian treafury. Wal-

pole direded the national fpirit by the places and

penfions which he timely beftowed, that he miglit

procure a majority in the Houfe of Commons.

His genius could not extend itfelf beyond the

fliores of England ; he depended on the fagacity

of his brother for what related to the general

affairs of Europe. One day, when fome ladies

perfuaded him to make one at a card party,

he replied, I abandon play and Europe to my
brother. He undcrftood nothing of the political

fyftem : this occafioned his enemies to calum-

niate him, and to accufe him of being corrupt.

Notwithftanding all the knowledge which

Walpole had of internal government, he un-

dertook an important projed, in which he

failed He wiflied to introduce the excife in

England. Had he fucceeded, the fums which

this tax would have produced would have been

fufficient to render the royal authority defpotic.

The nation felt it, and took the alarm. The

members of parliament told Walpole that he.

paid them the currency of common follies,

but this was a folly beyond all purchafe*

1727^

Walpole
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Walpole was attacked as he left the parliament-

houfe; they feized his roquelaur, which he

quitted in good time, and efcaped by the affift-

ance of a captain of the guards, who, fortunately

for him, happened to be in the crowd. This

experiment taught the king to refped Englifli

liberty; the affair of the excifefell to the ground,

and his prudence feated hini more firmly on the

throne. The inteftine troubles of England

prevented the nation taking part in the war of

1733. War foon after broke out with Spain,

contrary to the wifhes of the court. The city

merchants produced the ears of the Englifli

fmuggler, which had been cut off by the

Spaniards, before the Houfe of Commons. The

bloody robe of G^far, difplayed by Antony

before the Roman people, caufed not fenfations

more ftrong at Rome than thefe ears excited

at London : the minds of men were agitated,

war was tumultuoufly determined on, and the

miniftry was obliged to confent. The court

derived no other advantage from this war than

that of fending admiral Haddock from Lon-
don, whofe eloquence was more prevalent in the

Houfe of Commons than the corruption of Wal-

pole ; and the minifter, who had faid he knew

the price of every Englifhman, becaufe there

were none whomjae had not attempted to bribe

C 4 or
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or buy, faw that his gold could not always

conquer the ftrength and evidence of reafon.

England at that time had eighty fhips of the

four firft rates, and fifty^hferior veflels, with

about thirty thoufand land forces : her revenues,

in time of peace amounted to twenty-four mih

lions, of crowns, belide which (he had immenfe

refources in the purfes of individuals, and the

cafe with which taxes might be levied on her

opulent fubjedts. She granted fubfidies to

Denmark for the maintenance of fix thoufand

jjien, and to HelTe for the like number, which,

added to twenty-two thoufand Hanoverians,

furnifhed her with a body of thirty-four thou-

fand men, at her difpofal, in Germany. Wager

and Ogle enjoyed the reputation of being her

bell admirals : the duke of Argyle and the

earl of Stair were the only perfons who had any

well-founded pretenlions to head the military,

though neither of them had ever ccxnmanded

armies*

Littleton was faid to be the mofl: vehement

orator, lord Hardwick the beft informed man,

lord Chefherfield the mofl witty, and lord

• Carteret the mofl violent politician.

Though the arts and fciences had taken root

ifi the kingdom, their native mildnefs had not

foftened the ferocity of the national manners.

The
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The unfeeling charader of the Englifh required

tragedies of blood : they perpetuated thofe

combats of gladiators which are the difgrace of

humanity. They had produced the great New-

ton, but no painter, no fculptor, no good muh-

xian. Pope ftill flourilhed, and adorned poetry

with thofe bold opinions with which he was

fupplied by Shaftefbury vand Bolingbroke.

Swift, whofe parallel is no where to be found,

was fuperior to his countrymen in tafte, and

fignalized himfelf by refined criticifms on man-

ners and cuftoms. The city of London ex-

ceeded that of Paris in population by two

hundred thoufand fouls. The inhabitants of

the three kingdoms amounted to nearly eight

millions. Scotland, then full of Jacobites,

groaned under the Englifli yoke ; and the Ca-

tholics of Ireland complained of the oppreflion

in which they were held by the high church.

Holland followed after this nation as a floop

follows the track of a fhip of war, to which

fhe is lafhed. After the abolition of the ftadt-

holderfhip, that republic had aflumed an arifto-

cratical form. The grand Penfionary, aflifted

by his clerk, propofed public affairs to the

affembly of the States General, gave audiences

to foreign minifters, and laid the reports before

fhe council. The deliberations of thefe aflem-

blies
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blies are flow ; fecrets are ill kept, becaufe they

muft be communicated to too great a number

of deputies. As citizens, the Dutch abhor the

ftadtholderfhip, which they regard as the high

road to tyranny ; and, as merchants, their only

policy is their intereft. By the principles of

their government they are better enabled to

defend themfelves than p attack their neigh*

bours.

With furprife and mingled admiration wc

confider this republic, fituated in a marlhy and

fterile country, and half furrounded by the

ocean, which threatens to wafli away its dykesj^

and inundate its provinces. Two millions of

people there enjoy that opulence which they

owe to commerce and to thofe wonders

which induftry has effedled. The city of

Amflerdam, it is true, complained that the

Danidi Eall-India Company, and that of the

French, eftablilhed at Port Orient, was of fomc

prejudice to its trade. Thefe were the com-

plaints of the envious ; a more real calamity

afflided the republic ; a fpecies of worms

found in the Afiatic ports had been brought*

home in their (hips, and afterward had intro-

duced themfelves into the piles that fupport the

dykes. Thefe worms deflroyed both the fhips

and the piles, and Holland dreaded left its

bulwarks
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’bulwarks fliould be thrown down by the firfl

tempeft. The council aflembled, but could

find no better remedy for the evil than that of

ordaining faft-days throughout the country. A
wit obferved that the worms ought to have been

ordained to fall. The ftate was, neverthelefs,

exceedingly rich ; it had debts which had re-

rnained lince the war of the fucceffion, but

which rather ftrengthened than enfeebled the

national credit. The Penfionary, Vander

Heyni, who governed Holland, was (aid to

be but a common man, phlegmatic, circum-

fpefl, and even timid, but attached to Eng^

land from habit, religion, and the fear in which

he flood of France.

The revenues of the republic might be

twelve millions of crowns, without eflimating

the refources of credit. She could fend forty

fhips of war to fea. She maintained thirty

thoufand regular troops, which principally

ferved to guard her borders, as had been

refolved upon at the peace of Utrecht ; but

her army was no longer, as formerly, the fchool

of heroes. After the battle of Malplaquet, in

which the Dutch lofl the flower of their fol-

diery, and the niirfery of their officers, and

fince the abolition of the fladtholderfhip, their

froops declined for want of difcipline and re-

fpect*
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fped. They no longer had generals capable of

commanding. A peace of eight and twenty years

continuance had deprived them of their old offi-

cers, and they had negleded to form new. The

young prince of Orange, William of Naflau,

flattered himfelf that, being of the family of

the iladtholders, he might obtain the fladt-

holderfliip himfelf. He had but a fmall party,

however, in the province of Guelderland, and

all the zealous republicans were his opponents :

his biting and fatirical wit had made him ene-

mies, and he had wanted opportunities to dif-

play his talents. In this fituation was the re-

public of Holland
;
pracslifed upon by her neigh-

bours, of little confideration in general affairs,

pacific from principle, and warlike from accir

dent.

If from Holland we caft our eyes northward,

we there behold Denmark and Sweden ; king-

doms nearly equal in power, bu^ lefs famous

than they had formerly been.

Denmark, under the reign of Frederic
.
IV.

had ufurped Slefwic from the houfe of Hol-

fiein : under Chriftian VI. it was wilhed alfo to

ufurp the kingdom of heaven. Queen Magde^

laine of Bareuth employed bigotry, that this

facred bridle might prevent her hulband from

deferting her bed ; and the king, become an
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outrageous partifan of Luther, had, by his exam-

ple, led the whole court into a (late of fanaticifm.

A prince whofe imagination is full of the holy

Jerufalem difdains the dirty earth ; the mo-

ments fpent on the affairs of this world are

fuppofed to be loft
;

political axioms become

cafes of confcience, the rules of the gofpel a

military code, and the intrigues of priefts

influence the deliberations of the ftate. From

the pious Eneas to the crufades of St. Louis

hiftory affords no example of fanatic heroes.

Mahomet, far from being a bigot, was only a

knave, who made religion a ftalking-horfe to

acquire dominion and eftablifh an empire.

The king maintained thirty-fix thoufand regu-

lar forces ; he bought recruits in Germany, and

fold his troops to the power who could pay him

belt. He could colled thirty-thoufand militia ;

among which the Norwegian had the charader

of being the beft. The naval force of Den-

mark confifts in twenty-feven fliips of the line,

and thirty-three of an inferior rate, and the

marine is the moft perfed part of the admini-

ftration in this country ; it is praifed by all who

underftand naval affairs. The revenues of

Denmark do not exceed five millions fix hun-

dred thoufand crowns. She was then in the

pay of the Englifh, from whom flie received a

fublidy
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fubfidy of a hundred and fifty thoufand crowns

for the maintenance of fix thoufand men. The
prince of Culmbach Bareuth commanded the

land forces. Neither this prince nor any of

the other Danifh generals merit to be farther

named in thefe memoirs. The minifter, Schu-

lin, ought to be placed in the fame rank. The
refult of what we have faid is, that Denmark

muft be numbered among the fecondary powers

of Europe, and, as an acceffary, might throw a

grain into the balance of that nation with which

Ihe fliould take part.

If we pafs from Denmark to Sweden, we

fhall find nothing in common between them,

except the avidity of obtaining fubfidies. The
Swedifh government is a mixture of arifto-

cracy, democracy, and monarchy ; of which

the two firfl were the moft prevalent. The

general diet affembled every three years, and

elected a marfhal, who had the utmoft influence

over all deliberations. If their votes were

equally divided, the cafling vote remained with

the king. The diet feleded three candidates

for the king to choofe which of them he pleafed,

to fupply vacant places : it eledled a fecret

committee of a hundred members, taken from

the nobility, clergy ,
burgeflfes, and peafants,

which examined the condud of the king and

the
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the {enate, during thofe intervals when the diet

did not fit, and gave inftrudion to the fenate

concerning the adminiftration as well of home

as of foreign affairs. Queen Ulrica, fifiier of

Charles XII. had given up the reins of govern-

ment to her hufband, Frederic of Heffe. This

new king fcrupuloufly refpeded the rights of

the nation ; he confidered his poll much as an

old invalid lieutenant - colonel confiders the

fmall governihent which procures him an

honourable retreat. Before he married queen

Ulrica, this prince loft the battle of Mont-

Caffel, in Lombardy, that he might Ihow his

father, who was then in the army, what a battle

was. Count Oxenftiern had been chancellor of

the kingdom, and was difplaced by count

Gillenburg. This count won over the ofHcers,

and by that means procured a oonliderable

party in Sweden : he wiftied for war, flattering

himfelf he could again make his nation refped-

able by conqueft. France ftill more earneftly

wiflied to make ufe of the Swedes ; hoping by

them to lower Ruffian haughtinefs, and re-

venge the affronts her ambaffador, Monti, who
had been made prifoner at Dantzic, had fuf-

fered at Peterfburgh. For this purpofe France

paid Sweden an annual fubfidy of three hun-

2 dred
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dred thoufand crowns; which, however, did

not oblige her to the eommiffion of hoftilities;

Sweden no longer was what flie had been

:

the nine laft years of the reign of Charles XII.

had been lignalized by misfortunes ; the king-

dom had loft Livonia, a great part of Pome-

rania, and the dutchies of Bremen and Verden :

this difmemberment had robbed it of revenues,

foldiers and corn, which it had formerly pro-

cured from thefe provinces. Livonia had been

its ftorehoufe of abundance. Though Sweden

only contains two millions of fouls, its fterile

foil and numerous barren mountains, with Which

it is covered, do not fupply fufficient food for

this feeble population. The ceflion of Livonia

reduced it to the extremity of diftrefs. Sweden,

notwithftanding all the misfortunes brought upon

it, revered the memory of Charles XII. yet

with inconftancy, which is fo common to the

human mind,/ infulted it, after his death, by

bringing Gdrtz to the block, as if the minifter

had been guilty of the errors of the king.

The revenues of this kingdom amounted to

nearly four millions of crowns, which main-

tained only feven thoufand ftanding troops ; there

was a different fund for the payment of thirty-

three thoufand militia. In the time of Charles

XI. lands had been beftowed on this nurnber of

peafants.
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peafants, who were likeiwife foldiers, atid

obliged to aflemble every Sunday to perform

their exercifes, and learn to combat in defence

of their country ; but v/hen Sweden fent thefe

troops out of the kingdom they then were

paid from the public treafury. Her ports con-

tained twenty-four fhips of the line and thirty-

lix frigates : a long peace had rendered her

foldiers hufbandmen ; her beft generals Were

dead. Buddenbrock and Lowenhaupt were

not comparable to Reinfchild ; but the nation

ftill was animated with a warlike inftindf, and a

little difcipline and good commanders only were

wanting. It is the land of Pharafiiianes, which

produces only iron and foldiers. Of all the

nations in Europe Sweden is the pooreft. Gold

and filver (I do not include fublidies) are there

as little known as they were at Lacedemon*

Large plates of ftamped copper‘ pafled inftead

of money ; and, to avoid the inconvenience of

carrying fuch heavy pieces, paper had been

fubftitutedi The exportation of this kingdom

is confined to Copper, iron, and wood; but

Sweden annually lofes five hundred thoufand

crowns in the balance of trade, becaufe that

her wants are greater than her fuperfiuities.

The fevere climate in which this country is

fituated prohibits all induftry ; its coarfe wool

VOL. I, PART I. D can
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can only produce clothing for the common

people. The fineft buildings of Stockholm^

and the beft country feats of the nobility, were

iere6ted during the war of thirty years.

This kingdom was, in efFed, governed by a

triumvirate, conlifting of the counts Thuro

Bjelke, Eckeblat, and Rofen. Sweden, under

a republican form of government, ftill pre-

fcrved the haughtinefs of monarchical times.

The Swede fuppofed himfelf fuperior to the

citizen of any other nation ; the genius of Guf-

tavus Adolphus, and of Charles XII. had made

fuch deep impreffions on the minds of the peo-

ple that they were not to be effaced either by

time or the viciffitudes of fortune. Sweden

underwent the fate of all monarchical ftates

which become republican. She was enfeebled

;

the love of fame was changed into the fpirit of

faction ; difmtereftednefs into avidity ; and the

public was facrificed to perfonal welfare. Cor-

ruption increafed fo much that fometimes the

French, and fometimes the Rufiian fadion, was

fuperior in the diet ; but no one fupported the

national party. With thefe defefts the Swedes

ftill preferved the fpirit of conqueft, directly

oppofite to the republican fpirit, which ought

to be pacific if it would continue the eftablifhed

form of government. This kingdom, fuch as

it
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It is here defcribed, could have but little in-

fluence on the general affairs of Europe ; con-

fequently, had loft much of that refpedt in

which it had formerly been held.

Sweden has one of the moft formidable of

powers for its neighbour. From the utmoft

north, beginning at the frozen fea, to the ftiores

of the Euxine ; and from Samogitia to the

frontiers of China ; a fpace including eight

hundred German miles in length, and from

three to four hundred in width, the empire of

Ruflia extends. This formerly barbarous coun-

try had been unknown in Europe till the time of

the czar Iwan Bafilides. In order to polifti the

nation, Peter I. worked upon it as aqua fortis

does upon iron ; he was the legiflator and founder

of this vaft empire ; he created men foldiers and

minifters ; founded the city of Peterfburgh ; efta-

bliflied a confiderable marine, and made his

nation and his hngular abilities refpeftable

over ail Europe. Anne Iwanowna, * the niece of

Peter I. at this time governed the vaft empire

of Ruffia. She was the fucceffor of Peter II.

the fon of the firft emperor. The reign of

Anne was remarkable for a multitude of me-

morable events, and, by the aid of fome great

men, whom fhe had the wifdom to employ.

1740.

D z her
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her arms gave Poland a king. She fent ttn

thoufand Ruffians on die banks of the Rhine

a country where this nation had before been

little known, to the fuccour of the emperor

Charles VI. The war fhe made on the Turks

was one fucceffion of profperities and triumphs;

and, at the time that the emperor Charles fent

to folicit peace in the Turkifh camp, (he dictated

laws to the Ottoman empire. The fciences were

proteded by her in her country ; fhe even fent

learned men to Kamfchatka to find a fliorter

route, which might favour the trade between

die Mufcovites and the Chinefe. This prin-

cefs poffefTed qualities that rendered ^ her

worthy of the rank fhe held. She had forti-

tude and elevation of mind ; was liberal in re-

warding, fevere in her chaflifements ; conftitu-

tionally good ; and voluptuous, without being,

diforderly.

She had created her favourite and minifher,

Biron, duke of Courland. The gentlemen of

his country difputed even his title to nobility :

he was the only perfon who had an evident

afeendant over the mind of the emprefs. He
was naturally vain, unpoliflied, and cruel ; but

firm in his adminiflration, and did not recede

from enterprifes the moft vaft. It was his

J73S^

ambi-
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ambition to make the name of his miftrefs fa^

liiQVis to the fartheft ends of the world. He was

equally avaricious in amaffing and prodigal in

expending wealth ; he had many ufeful qua-

lities, without polTeffing fueh as were either good

or agreeable.

Experience had formed, under the reign of

Peter I. a man made to fuftain the v/eight of

government beneath the fucceflbrs of this prince.

This was count Oftermann, who, like an able

pilot, with a jfteady hand fleered the ftate during

the florms of revolution. He was originally

of the county of Marck in Weflphalia, and of

obfcure birth ; but talents are diflributed by

nature, without the leaft refpefl to genealogy.

Mufcovy was as well known to this minifter as

the human body to Verney. Bold or circuniT

fpedl as occafions required, he renounced the

fadlions of a court, that he might preferve the

diredion of affairs.

Befide count Oftermann, we may include

count Ldwenwolde, and old count Golowkin,

among the minifters who might be ferviceable

to Ruflia, Count Munich, who had left the

fervice of Saxony for that of Peter I. was at

the head ofthe Ruffian army : he was the prince

Eugene of Mufcovy ; he had the virtues and

vices of great generals ; was able, enter-

P 3
prizing
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prizing and fortunate; but haughty, magnifi-

cent, ambitious, and fometimes too defpotic ; and

would facrifice the lives of foldiers to his re-

nown. Lafcy, Keith, Ldwendahl, and other

able generals, were formed in his fchool. The
government maintained at that time ten thou-*

fand guards, a hundred battalions, amounting

to fixty thoufand men, twenty thoufand dra-

goons, two thoufand cuiraffiers; which in the

total amounted to ninety-two thoufand regular

forces ; apd thirty thoufand militia, with as

many GbfTacs, Tartars and Calmucs as they

wifhed to colleft ; fo that this monarchy could

bring without any effort a hundred and feventy

thoufand men into the field. The Ruffian fleet

at that time was eflimated at twelve fliips of the

line, twenty-fix of an inferior rate, and forty

gallies. The revenues of the empire amounted

to fourteen or fifteen millions of crowns. This

appears to be but a moderate fum, if we com-

pare it to the immenfe extent of thefe countries ;

but every thing there is cheap. The commodity

which fovereigns ftand moft ii> need of, foldiers,

do not coft the half for their maintenance which,

is paid by the other powers of Europe. The

Ruffian foldier only receives eight rubles a year,

and provifions, which are but at a low price.

Thefe provifions occafion that enormous bag-
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gage which is dragged after their armies. In

the campaign made by marflial Munich, during

the year 1737 againfl; the Turks, itw'as fuppofed

that his army contained as many carts as comba-

tants. Peter I. ha3 formed a projed, fuch as had

never been conceived by any prince ; inftead of

extending like other conquerors^ he wiflied to

retrench his frontiers. The reafon was that

his provinces were ill peopled, comparatively

with their vaft extent. He vvilhed to colled be-

tween Peterfburgh, Mofeow, Cafan, and the

Ukraine, the twelve millions of inhabitants who

were fcattered throughout his empire, that he

might well people and cultivate that country,

which might be eafily defended, becaufe of the

deferts by which it would have been fepa-

rated from the Perfians, Turks, and Tartars.

This projed, with many others, was rendered

abortive by the death of that great man.

The czar had only time to form the outlines

of commerce ; the merchant fleets of the Ruf-

fians, under the emprefs Ann, could not any

way be compared to thofe of the fouthern

powers ; all things however predided that the

population of this empire, its forces, its wealth

and commerce, would make mod confiderable

progrefs. The national charader is a mixture

of fufpicion and art. Indolent, but interefted,

D 4 the
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the Ruffians poffiefs the capability of imitation^

but not inventive genius. The grandees are

fadious, the guards formidable to their mor

narchs, and the people ftupid, drunken, fuper-

ftitious, and unhappy. This ftate of things^

fuch as we have defcribed, has no doubt hither-

to been the caufe that the academy of fciences has

never produced any men of eminence, who were

natives. After the death of Charles XII. and

the re-eftabli(liment of Auguftus of Saxony in

Poland, and efpecially after the vidories of

marQml Munich over the Turks, the Ruffians

became the real arbiters of the North. They

were fo formidable that no power might hope

to gain by an attack, having what may be cal-

led deferts to traverfe in order to come to them

;

but had every thing to lofe, by being reduce4

to a defenlive war, fliould the Ruffians themfelves

attack. What gives the latter this advantage

is the number of Tartars, Coffiics and Cal-

mucs that they have in their armies. Thefe vaga-

bond hordes of marauders and incendiaries are

capable, by their incurfions, of carrying deftruc-

tion into the moll fiouriflhng provinces, though

they never fhould be entered by their army.

To avoid fuch devaftations, all their neighbours

hre obliged to temporize
;
and the Ruffians con-

fider the alliances which they contrad with foreign

States as a protedion granted to their clients.

Tli<?
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The influence of Ruffia is more diredly ex-

tended over Poland than over its other neigh-

bours. After the death of Auguftus I. this

republic was obliged to eled Auguftus II. as

their Sovereign. The national voice was for

Staniflaus, but the wiflies of the people were

obliged to be fubjed to the will of the Ruffians.

Poland is in a perpetual date of anarchy ; the

great families are all divided by intereft ; their

individual advantage is preferred to the public

welfare ; and they are only unanimous in the fe-

verity with which they opprefe their fubjeds,

whom they rather treat as beads of burden than

as men. The Poles are vain, haughty when

fortune fmiles upon them, and mean in adverfity

;

capable gf any ad to amafs money, which,

having obtained, they fcatter without care; fri-

volous, wanting in judgment, ever ready to

change parties without a motive, and by their

inconfiftent condud to plunge themfelves into

the mod difagreeable fituations. Laws they

have ; but thefe they do not obferve, for they

have no executive judicc. The party of the

court increafes whenever places become vacant

;

die king has the privilege of difpofing of thefe,

and by every new grant of incurring new ingra-

titude. The diet affembles every three years,

fometitnes at Grodno, fometimes at Warfaw.

Jhe court exerts its politics in fecuring the

elcdioi^
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eledHon of a marflial of the diet in favour of

one of its partifans. During the reign of Au-

guftus II. its whole influence could not give lia-

bility to any one diet, except the diet of pacifi-

cation. This cannot be otherwife, fince any

fingle deputy who fliall oppofe the deliberations

of thefe aflemblies can break up the diet. Theirs

is the veto of the ancient tribunes of Rome.

The principal families of Poland at this time

were Czartorinlki, Potocki, Tarlo, and Lu-

bomiriki. The human mind in this kingdom is

become feminine, the women are the fupporters

of all factions, and difpofe of every thing while

their hufbands are getting drunk. The fruits of

the earth are abundant in Poland ; 'the inhabi-

tants are not fuificient for their confumption.,

Their only cities are Warfaw, Crakow, Dantzic,

and Leopold ; for the remainder would be

clleemed bad villages in any other country.

As the republic is entirely in want of manufac-

tures, the furplus of wheat alone after the na^

tional confumption amounts to two hundred thou-

fand winfpels *. To thefe may be added wood,

pot-aflies, raw hides, black-cattle and horfes,

with which they fupply their neighbours. So

many branches of exportation render the ba-

* Or wlfpel. Twenty-four bulliels, T.

lancc
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lance of trade advantageous. The merchandize

is fold at the cities of Brellau, Leiphe^ Dantzic,

Frankfort, and Kdniglberg, the inhabitants of

which profit by the traffic, and make this ig-

norant people pay dearly for their agency. Po-

land maintains twenty-four thoufand effeftive

men, ill difeiplined. In times of public danger,

(he can proclaim the arriere ban, known by the

title of Pofpolite Rufzenie. It was in vain

however that Auguftus I, would have enforced it

pgainfl Charles XII.

What has been faid proves how eafy it was

for Ruffia, though the government had been

more perfed, to benefit by the weaknefs of this

neighbouring country, and to gain an afeendant

in a ftate fo little advanced. The revenues of

the king do notfurpafs a million of crowns. The

Saxon fovereigns employed the greateft part of

this in corruption, hoping by that means to per-

petuate the government in their family, and in

time to render the kingdom hereditary. Auguf-

tus II. was mild through indolence, prodigal from

vanity ; the (lave of .Jiis confeflbr and his wife,

though deftitute of love or religion ; to which we

may add his inclination to fubmit to the direc-

tions of his favourite count Bruhl. His indo-

lence was the grand impediment that was to be

yanquiflied in order to place him on tke

ilirone
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throne of Poland. The queen, his wife, was

the daughter of the emperor Jofeph, and the

lifter of the eledrefs of Bavaria. She was

morofe, haughty, and fuperftitious. She wiflied

to have converted Saxony to the catholic reli-

gion ; but this was not the work of a day. Count

Bruhl and H^nachen were the Saxon minifters

;

the firfl had been a page, the fecond a laquais.

Bruhl had been in the confidence of the former

king, and became the principal inflrument of

placing Auguflus II. on the throne, for which

the latter in gratitude made him the affociate of

his then favourite Sulkowfki. Competition ex-

cites jealoufy, which prefently flamed between

thefe two rivals.

Sulkowfki had formed a projed, by which

Auguftus was to feize on Bohemia, after the

death of the ernperor Charles VI. as on a fuc-

ceflion which reverted to him in right of his

wife, who was the daughter of the emperor

Jofcph, the eldefl; of the two brothers, and who

confequently ought to fucceed in preference to

the daughter of the younger brother. The king

began to approve the plan ; and Bruhl, in

order to dethrone his competitor, communi-

cated this projed to the court of Vienna, which

concurred with him, in procuring the banifh-

mcnt of the author of a defign fo oppofite to
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its Intereft ; but by this .ftep Bruhl became en-

llaved as it were to the advancement of the new

houfe of Auftria.

This minifter underflood only the fubtleties

and arts which conftitute the politics of petty

princes. Of all the men of his time he had the

mod coats, watches, laced ruffles, boots, llioes,

and flippers, C^far would have ranked his

head among thofe which are fo well perfumed

and pomatumed that they have nothing to fear.

A fovereign fuch as Auguftus II. was necefTary,

for a man like count Bruhl to a6l the part of

prime minifter. The Saxon generals certainly

were not the greateft commanders in Europe.

The duke of Weiflenfells had courage but not

fufficient genius. Rutowfki, the baftard of

Auguftus I. had diftinguiflied himfelf at the af-

fair of the Timoc; but he was too much an Epi-

curean, and too indolent for the command.

Saxony pofTefted fome people of underftanding,

whom the jealoufy of Bruhl kept out of employ-

ment. The court was well ferved by its fpies,

and ill by its minifters ; it was fo dependent on

Ruffia that it durft not contradl any engage-

ment without the permiffion of that power. RuL
fia, Auftria, England, and Saxony, were then in

alliance. Saxony is one of the moft opulent

provinces of Germany, for which it is indebted

to2
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to the goodnefs of its foil, and the indiiftry of

its people, which have caufed manufa6lures to

flourifh. The revenues of the prince amount to

fix millions, of which fifteen hundred thoufand

crowns are fubtraded for the acquittal of the

debts which have been incurred by the two Po*

lifh eledions. The eledor maintained twenty-

four thoufand regular troops, and the country

could furnifh a militia of eight thoufand men.

Next to the eledor of Saxony, the eledor of

Bavaria is one of the moft powerful princes of

Germany. Charles was at that time the reigm

ing prince ; his father Maximilian took part with

France in the war of the fuccefTion, and with

the battle of Hdckftedt loft his ftates and his

children . Charles himfelf had been educated at

Vienna in captivity. When he fucceeded to his

father, he found nothing but evils to redrefs*

He was mild, beneficent, and perhaps too pli-

ant. Count Torring was both prime minifter

and general, and perhaps equally incapable of

executing either office. Bavaria yields a revenue

of five millions, about one of which are em-

ployed as in Saxony for the liquidation of old

debts. France at that time paid the eledor a

fubfidy ofthree hundred thoufand crowns* Ba-

varia of all the countries of Germany is that

where there is the leaft genius and the greateft

fertility

;
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fertility ; it is a terreflrial paradifc inhabited by

beafts The eledoral troops were in a ruin*

ous condition. Of the fix thoufand men which

the eledor had fent into Hungary, in the fervice

of the emperor, not one half had returned. Ba-

varia could not bring more than twelve thoufand

men into the field.

The eledor of Cologne, brother to the elec-

tor of Bavaria, had placed as many mitres on

his own head as he could procure. He was

eledor of Cologne, bifhop of Munfter, Padcr-

born, Ofnabruck, and grand mafter of the Teu-

tonic order. He maintained from eight to twelve

Thoufand men, whom he bought and fold as gra-

fiers do cattle. At this period he was purchafed

by the houfe of Auftria.

The eledor of Mayence, dean of the elec-

toral college, has not the refources of the eledor

of Cologne. Of all the eledors he of Treves

is the worfl provided for. Baron Eltz, then elec-

tor of Mayence, had the charader of being a

good citizen, a worthy man, and the friend of

his country. As he was without pafllons and

prejudices, he did not blindly make himfelf the

ilave of the court of Viefina. The eledor of

Treves was capable only of crawling.

The French word is here employed as a pun, and

cannot be tganflated. T,
The4
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The eleftor palatine did not ena6t any greac

part. He had maintained a neutrality in the

war of 17333 and his country fuffered all the

diforders committed in it by the two armies. He
keeps from eight to ten thoufand men, has two

fortrefles, Manheim and Duffeldorff, but has not

foldiers for their defence.

The remainder of the dukes, princes, and

provinces, of the empire were governed by the

Imperial court with an iron feeptre ; the feeble

were Haves, the powerful free. The domains

of the duke of Mecklenburgh were in fequeftra-

tion. The commiflaries of the court of Vienna

fomented diffenfion between the duke and his

fubjedls, and devoured both the one and the

other. Petty princes wore the yoke, becaufc

they were unable to fhake it olf ; and their mi-

nifters, receiving bribes and titles from the em-

perors, fubjeded them to Auftrian defpotifm.

Conlider the number of kings, eledors, and

princes, which compofe the Germanic body, and

it will appear puiffant ; examine the various in-

terefts by which its members are divided, and

its debility will be evident. The diet of Ratifbon

is but a kind of phantom, which recalls to mind

what it formerly was ; an alTembly of civilians

attached to forms rather than to fubftantials-

The envoy which a fovereign fends thither re-

femble-6
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fembles a yard-dog who bays at the moon. If

k be a queflion concerning war, the Imperial

court very artfully confounds its individual quar-

rels with the interefts of the empire, that it may

employ the ftrength of the empire as an inilru-

ment to forward its ambitious views.

The different religions tolerated in Germany

no longer, as formerly, occafion violent convul-

fions ; the fedaries remain, but their zeal is be-

come lukewarm. Many politicians are afto-

niflied that a government fo lingular as that of

Germany coujd fo long have fubfifted, and, with

very little reafon, attribute its duration to na-

tional phlegm : they are wrong. The emperors

were eledive, and, fince the extindion of the

race of Charlemagne, princes of various families

have been raifed to the imperial dignity. Thefe

had quarrels with their neighbours. They

had the famous difpute with the popes, concern-

ing the invelliture of bifhops with the crofier

and the ring : they were obliged to be crowned

at Rome. Thefe were each of them fhackles

which impeded the eftablifliment of defpotifm

in the empire. On the other part the eledors

and fome princes and bifhops, by uniting, were

fufficiently powerful to oppofe the ambition of

the emperors, but not to change the form of

the government. Since the Imperial crown has

VOL. I. PART I. E be«n
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been perpetuated in the houfe of Auftrla, the

danger of defpotifm has become more apparent.

Charles V. after the battle of Muhlberg, might

have made himfelfabfolute
; but he let the moment

efcape : and when the Ferdinands, his fuccelTors,

would have attempted the fame tiling, they were

foiled by the jealoufy of the French and the

Swedes. With refped to the chief part of the

princes of the empire, their reciprocal equilibri-

um and mutual envy prevent their aggrandize-

ment.

Proceeding weftward from the fouth of Ger-

many, we meet with that lingular republic an-

nexed, as it may be faid, to the Germanic

body ; and in fome manner free. Switzer-

land from the time of Ctefar had preferved

its liberty, a fliort period excepted, during

which it was fubjeded to the houfe of Habf-

pourg. It did not long bear this yoke. The

Auftrian emperors in vain attempted on dif-

ferent occafions to fubdue thefe warlike moun-

taineers : their love of liberty and their fteep-

rocks defended them againfh the ambition of

their neighbours. During the war of the Spanifli

fucceffion, the count du Luc, ambaflador for

France, incited an inteftine war in Switzerland,

under the pretence of religion, that the republic

might
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might be prevented from interfering in the

troubles of Europe. The thirteen cantons held

a general diet once in two years, over which a

Schultheifs from Bern or Zurich alternately pre-

fides. The canton of Bern holds the fame

power in that republic as does the city of Am-
fterdam in the republic of Holland, and enjoys

a decided preponderance. Two thirds of the

Swifs are Calvinifts ; the remainder are catholics :

the former, from their rigidity, refemble the pref-

byterians of England and the moft fanatical of

the catholics of Spain. The wifdom of the go-

vernment confifts in not opprefling the people,

but fuffering them to enjoy fu ch happinefs as is

confident with their condition. Thus, by never

departing from principles of moderation, they

have fagely preferved their independence. The
republic can without effort affemble a hun-

dred thoufand men for its defence ; and it has

accumulated fufheient treafures to pay this

number of troops for three years. All thefc

worthy and wife regulations feefn degraded by

the barbarous cuflom of felling their fubjeds to

fuch as can pay for them. Hence it happens

that the Swifs of one canton in the fervice of

France make war on the Swifs of another in the

fervice of Holland. Where in this world may
perfedion be found !

E a If
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If from Switzerland we caft a glance on

Italy, we there fliall find that ancient empire

of the Romans difmembered as much as poffi-

ble by the ambition of its princes. Lombardy

is divided between the Venetians, Auftrians,

Savoyards^ and Genoefe. Of thefe pofleffions

the king of Sardinia appears to have the

greatefl; part. Charles Emanuel had lately

concluded the war which he had fuftained

againfl the houfe of Auftria, by which he had

intrenched upon the dutchy of Milan. The
revenues of his various dates amounted to about

five millions; with which, during peace, he

maintained thirty-thoufand men, and thefe, in

time of war, he could augment to forty-thou-

fand. In Italy he had the chara(der, among

the bed informed, of a prince well acquainted

with politics and his own intereds. His mi-

nider, the marquis of Ormee, had the reputa-

tion of being a fuccefsfui pupil of the fchool

of Machiavel. The policy of the date con-

fided in maintaining an equilibrium between

the houfe of Audria and the two branches of

the houfe of Bourbon, that by management

it might acquire .the means of extending its

The text erroneoufly reads Victor Amadeus. T.

pofTeflions..
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poffeffions. His father, Vidor Amadeus, had

.often faid, The Milanefe fon is like an arti>

choke, which muft be eaten leaf after leaf.*^

At this period the king of Sardinia, ill difpofed

toward the houfe of Bourbon refpeding the

peace of 1737, which cardinal de Fleuri had

concluded without his knowledge, inclined to

favour the houfe of Auftria.

The remainder of Lombardy was divided,

as we have faid : the emperor poflefled the

Milanefe, the provinces of Mantua and Pla*

cenza, and had eftablilhed his fon- in -law, the

duke of Lorrain, in Tufcany. The republic

of Genoa, fituated on the weft of Savoy, ftill

was famous for its bank, its remains of trade,

and its beautiful marble palaces. Corfica had

rebelled : the firft revolt had been appeafed

by the forces the emperor had fent thither in

die year 1732 ; the fecond by the French, un-

der the command of the count de Majllebois :

but thefe foreign fuccours did but for a time

ftifte the fire which they could not well extin-

guifh.

Venice, fituated toward the eaft, is a more

confiderable city than Genoa. This fuperb

place, ftanding on feventy-two iflands, and

containing two hundred thoufand inhabitants,

E 3 is
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is governed by a council, at the head of which

is a doge, fubjeded to the ridiculous ceremony

of being annually married to the Adriatic fea.

The republic loft the illand of Candia in the

feventeenth century, and the Morea in the

eighteenth, when allied to the Auftrians, at the

time that the great Eugene conquered Belgrade

and Temefwar. Venice poftefles fliips (in 1 740),

but not fufficiently numerous to form a fleet. She

maintains fifteen thoufand land forces ; the ge-

neral of which is the fame Schulenbourg who,

in the Polifh war, efcaped by his dexterity

from Charles XI I • at the battle of Frauftadt,

and made the famous retreat into Silefia at the

paflage of the Bartfch.

The Venetians and Genoefe, previous to the

difeovery of the compafs, fupplied Germany

with all the merchandize which luxury colledls

from the extremities of Afia. The Englifh and

Dutch, having at prefent deprived them of this

trade, have robbed them of their former ad-

vantages.

The war of 1733 had removed don Carlos

from Tufeany to the throne of Naples. This

kingdom had been wrefted from Louis XII. by

Gonfalvez de Cordova, furnamed the great cap-

tain, for Ferdinand the catholic. The death of

Charles II, king of Spain occafioned it to pafs

6 into
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into the power of Auftria during the war of the

fucceffion ; and the vidory of the battle of

Bitonto, in- the war of 1733, again reftored it

to Spain and don Carlos. This prince, too

young to govern, was guided by the count St.

Eftevau, who did but execute the orders of

the queen of Spain. The kingdom of Naples,

including Sicily, yields but four millions to its

fovereign, who only maintains twelve thoufand

men.

In this abftrad we (hall make no mention of

the duke of Modena, the republic of Lucca,

nor that of Ragufa ; they are miniatures mif-

placed in a grand gallery of paintings.

The holy feat had lately become vacant by

the death of Clement XII. of the houfe of

Corhni. The conclave remained fitting twelve

months. The Holy Ghoft was held in fufpence

till the fadions of the powers of Europe could

agree. Tired with thefe delays, cardinal Lam-
bertini, addrefling the other cardinals, faid, I

advife you to come to a decifion : if you

wifh for a bigot, choofe Aldobrandi ; if you

prefer a man of learning, eled Cofcia ; if you

like a buffoon, here I am.” The choice of

the Holy Ghoft fell on this merry cardinal.

Lambertini was eleded pope, aQ4 affumed the

name of Benedid XIV. Rome and her bifhops

E 4 no
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no longer governed the world as formerly, when

he acquired the pontificate ; the emperors no

longer were the footflools of the pope ; nor did

they travel to Rome to degrade themfelves

like Frederic Barbarofla. Charles V. had

taught them to feel his power : nor were they

treated with greater mildnefs by the emperor

Jofeph, when he feized on Comachio. In the

year 1 740 the pope was only the firft Chriftian

bifhop : he was fuffered to be at the head of

the department of the faith, but he no longer

had any influence in politics. The revival of

letters and the reformation had given fuperfti^

tion a mortal blow. Some faints occafionally

were canonized, that the ceremony might not

be forgotten; but die pope who would have

preached a crufade in the eighteenth century

would not have had twenty ragged followers.

-He was reduced to the humiliating office of

cxercifing his facerdotal fundions, and haftily

making the fortunes of his relations and baf-

tards. The only fervice the pope could render

the emperor when, in the year 1737, he was at

war with the Turks was, to authorize by his

briefs a levy of the tenths on the polTeffions of

the eccleliaflics, and to fend miffionaries to

credl croffes in all the towns dependant on him

;

round which the people crowded to ejaculate

their
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their holy imprecations on the Turks. To thefe

the Ottoman empire Teemed to be infenfible

;

though beaten by the Ruffians, they were every

where vidorious over the Auftrians.

The famous adventurer, Bonneval, was then

at Conftantinople : he had left the fervice ot

France for that of the emperor ;
which, from

levity of temper, he had forfaken to turn Turk,

He was not deftitute of talents. He propofed

to the grand vizir the forming of the artillery

according to the European mode, to difcipline

the janiffaries, and to introduce order into that

innumerable multitude of troops who fight only

in confufion. This plan might have become

^langerous to the neighbours of the Ottomans

;

but it was rejeded^ as contrary to the Alcoran^

in which Mahomet efpecially recommends no in-

fringement (hould ever be made on ancient ufage.

The Turks are naturally endowed with iinder-

ftanding; it is ignorance that has rendered

them flupid : they are brave, but artlefs ; they

do not underfland internal government, and

external politics ftill lefs. The dodrine of

fatality, in which they have great faith, caufes

them to impute all their misfortunes to God,

and is the reafon why they never corred their

errors. The city of Conftantinople contaii^s

two millions of inhabitants. The puiffiance of

the
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the empire conllfls in its vaft extent : it could

not, however, longer fubfift were it not fup-

ported by the jealoufies of the European princes*

The Padifehah, Mahomet V. was then fultan.

A revolution had drawn him fiom the prifons

of the feraglio, and feated him on the throne.

He had been rendered by nature as impotent

as his eunuchs ; and his was the moft unfortu-

nate of reigns for the beauties of the feraglio.

The mod formidable neighbour of the Turks

was Nadir Schach, known by the name of

Thamas Kouli Khan. It was he who enflaved

Perfia and fubjedled the mogul. He often

gave employment to the Porte, and was a

counterpoize to power that would otherwife

have undertaken warlike enterprifes againft the

Cliriflian dates.

Such is the fketch of what the forces and

interefts of the courts of Europe were toward

the year 1740. It was an outline neceflary to

make the following memoirs better underftood.

We have only to give fome account of the

progrefs of the human mind in philofophy,

fcience, the fine arts, the art of war, and what

immediately relates to certain eftabliflied cuf-

toms. The progrefs of philofophy, political

occonomy, the art of war itfelf, and manners,

undoubtedly afford more interefting matter of

reflec-
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refledion than the recolleftion of thrones on

which imbecillity is feated, clothed in pur-

ple, knavery adorned with the tiara, and thofe

fubaltern kings called minifters ; few of whom
merit a place in the annals of pofterity. Who-
ever induftrioufly (liall read hiftory will per-

ceive that the fame fcenes are continually re-

produced, and that they have only to change

the names of the adors. But to trace the

difcovery of truths till then unknown, to pene-

trate into, the caufes which have eifeded a

change in manners, and have diffipated the

darknefs of that barbarifm which clouded the

light of the underftanding, are certainly fubjeds

worthy of all thinking beings.

Let us begin with experimental philofophy,

which a hundred years ago fcarcely was known.

Defcartes publifhed his Principia in the year

1644. Newton followed, and explained the

laws of motion and gravity and difplayed

the mechanifm of the univerfe with aftonifliino;o
precilion. Long after his time philofophers

‘f*

vilited the places, and verified, as well in Lap-

land as under the equator, thofe truths which

this great man had divined without leaving his

chamber. We have now learned with.certitude

* In 1687.

f Condamme and Maupertuis,

that
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that the earth is flattened toward its polcs^

Newton did more. Aided by his prifms he

decompofed the rays of light, and manifefted its

primitive colours. Toriceili weighed the air 'f,

and found the proportion ,^of weight between a

column of the atmofphere and a column of

mercury. To him we are indebted for the

barometer. The air-pump was invented at

Magdebourg by Ottq Gueric ;j;. He perceived

from the fridion of amber a new property in

nature, that of eledricity. Dufaie
§ made ex-

periments, in confequence of this difcovery,

which demonftrate that the fecrets of nature arc

inexhauftible. It feems exceedingly probable

that only by the multiplication of eledricab

experiments can any knowledge be colleded

from that fcience which Ihall be ufeful to fo-

ciety. Ellert by mixing two liquors tranf-

parently white, produced a water of a deep

blue colour. He farther made experiments on

the transformation of metals, and the folid and

nitrous particles of waters. Lieberkuhn
||,

by

the aid of injedions, rendered the ramifications

of the fineft fibres and veins palpable ; the

infinuating threads of which ferve as canals

for the circulation of the blood. This is the

f In 1643, X In 1642.

f In 1746. 11
In I743-

4 geogra-

* In 1704.

§ In 1733*
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geography of organized bodies. Boerhaave

after Ruyfh, difcovered the volatile liquor

which circulates in the nerves and evaporates

after death. The exiftence of this had never

been fufpeded. This liquor, doubtlefs, is fent

at the will of man to ad upon his mufcles and

members with a fwiftnefs equal to that of

thought. Hartlbcker T found animalcula in the

human femen, which may perhaps ferve as the

feeds of propagation. Louwenhoeck and Trein-

bley I difcovered, by their experiments on the

polypus, that this fingular animal multiplies by

being divided. Curiofity has incited men to an

immenfity of refearch : their efforts to difcovcr

the firft principles of nature have been wonder-

ful, but vain. They are fituated between two

infinites ; and it appears to be demonftrated that

the Author of all things has refer v^ed this fecret

to himfelf.

The advance of philofophy bore the torch

of truth into the darknefs of metaphyfics. A
fage arofe in England, who, fhaking off all pre-

judices, took experience for his guide. Locke

tore the bandage from error, which had in part

been loofened by his precurfor the fceptical

Bayle. Other fages alfo have appeared ; fuch

* In 1707. f In 1678. i Tin 1703 and 1740.

as
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as Fontenelle and Voltaire, in France ; the cele-

brated Thomafi us in Germany'^; Hobbes, Collins,

Shaftefbury, andBolingbroke, in England. Thefc

great me5i and their difciplcs have given reli-

gion a mortal blow. Men began to examine

what they before had ftupidly adored ; reafon

overthrew fuperfhition ; difguft was conceived for

fables, which before had been credited ; and the

blafphemies to which men had piouHy been at-

tached were held in horror. Deifm, or the

fimple worfliip of the Supreme Being, obtained

numerous followers. W ith this religion of rea-

fon, toleration was eilabliflied, and enemies no

longer were created by a difference of opinion.

Not lefs fatal to the Judaic vilions adopted by

our anceftors was Deifm, in the prefent times,

than the dodrine of Epicurus formerly was to the

idolatrous worlhip of the Pagans. The liberty

of thinking which England enjoyed had highly

contributed to the progrefs of philofophy. Not

fo the French ; the works of their philofophers

labour under tlie conftraints with which they

were fhackled by theologians. An Englidi-

man thinks aloud; a Frenchman fcarcely dares

fuffer his opinions to be fufpeded.

The French authors, in revenge, recompenfe

themfelves for the want of freedom in their

At Halle.

works
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works of philofophy, by treating matters of tafle

4nd what relates to the belles lettres with fuperi-

ority, and by equalling the polilhed graces and

levity of all that time has preferved the moft

precious in the writings of antiquity. A dif-

paffionate man would prefer the Henriade to the

Iliad. Henry IV. is no fabulous hero. Gabrielle

d’Eftrees will not fuffer befide the princefs

Nauficaa*. The Iliad paints the manners of the

Canadians. Voltaire has transformed his per-

fons into real heroes ; and his poem would be

perfedl, had he pofTeffed the art of interefling us

more for Henry IV. by expofing him to greater

dangers. Boileau may be compared with Juvenal

and Horace. Racine furpafles ail his rivals of

antiquity. Chaulieu, incorredl as he is, furely, is

much preferable in various of his little pieces

to Anacreon. Roufleau excelled in fomeofhis

odes ; and, to be equitable, we muft allow that,

with refped to method, the French have van-

quifhedthe Greeks and Romans. The eloquence

of Bofluet approaches that of Demoflhenes.

Flechier may pafs for the Cicero of France, with-

out enumerating Patru, Cochin, and fo many

others who have been celebrated pleaders. The

Plurality of Worlds and the Perfian Letters form

a fpecies of writing unknown to antiquity, and

will attain the Tateft pofterity. Though the

* In the OdylTey, not the Iliad. T.

French
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French have no author who may be compared

to Thucydides, they poflefs the difeourfe of

BolTuet on Univerfal Hiftory
; and the works of

the fage prefident De Thou ; the Revolutions of

Rome by Veitot, a claffical work ; the Decay of

the Roman Empire, by Montefquieu ; and in

fine too many other fragments, either of hiftory,

belles lettres, commerce, or wit, to be here enu-

merated.

It may perhaps excite furprife, that, while

letters flourilhed in France, England and Italy,

they have not been equally refplendent in Ger-

many. The reafon is, that they have a fecond

time been brought out of Greece, after having

enjoyed, toward the downfal of the republic,

and under the firft emperors, ail the refpedt

they merited. The land was prepared to re-

ceive the feed ; and the protedion of the Me-

dicis, efpecially that of Leo X. greatly contri-

buted to its growth. Literature extended itfelf

with facility in England, becaufe tliat the form

of government authorifes the commons to ha-

rangue in parliament. The fpirit of party ani-

mated them to ftudy, in order that, by employ-

ing all the aids of rhetoric, and efpecially of lo-

gic, in their orations, th^y might gain an afeen-

dency over the party they oppofe. Hence does

k happen that the Englifti poifefs moft of the

claftical
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ciaflical authors ; and that they are converfanc

in the Greek arid Latin languages, as well as in

ancient hiftory. The charadler of their gloomy

minds, their taciturnity, and obftinacy of pur-

fuit, have made them fuccefsful in the fublimer

parts of the mathematics*

In the time of Francis I. the French had at-

tracted fome learned men to their court, and

thefe, it may be affirmed, fcattered the feeds of

knowledge in this kingdom ; but the religious

wars which fucceeded ftifled their progrefs ; as

a froft in fpring retards the productions of the

earth. This crifis continued to the end of the

reign of Louis XIII. after which cardinal de

Rich lieu, cardinal Mazarine, and Louis XIT.

more efpecially, gave a molt powerful protec-

tion to the arts and fciences. The Frendi were

envious of the Spaniards and Italians, who had

been their predeceflbrs in literature; and na-

ture, among them, was productive of thofe men
of happy genius who foon furpafficd their compe-

titors.—The French authors have particularly

diftinguiflicd themfelves by method and refined

tafte.

It was the civil wars that broke out between

the reign of Charles V. and the death of

Charles II. of Spain, which retarded the pro-

grefs of the arts in Germany. The people were

VOL, I. PART I. F miferable.
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liiiferable, and the princes poor ; neceffaries

were firft to be procured by the return of agri-

culture ;
manufadures were to be eftablifhed

in proportion as materials could be obtained ;

and thefe, almofl: general cares, prevented the

nation from fhaking off that ruft of barbafifin

with which it is ftill encumbered. To this we

may add, that the arts in Germany wanted that

central force which is found in Rome, Florence,

Paris, and London. True it is their univerfities

maintained learned profeflbrs, but pedantic and

dogmatical. Their ruftic date deprived them of

pupils. Two men only have diftinguifhed them-

felves by their genius, and done honour to the

nation—The one was the great Leibnitz ; the

other the learned Thomafius : I make no men-

tion of WolfF, who did but ruminate, and give

a new drefs to that fyftem which Leibnitz had

developed with fo much ardour. The learned

of Germany were moft of them apprentices

;

the French were mafters. This was the reafon

that French works fpread fo univerfally, that

their language replaced that of the Romans, and

that at prefent whoever underfhands French may

travel through Europe without the aid of an inter-

preter. The cuftom of fpeaking that language

was alfo injurious to the German tongue, which,

being only fpoken by the lower orders, could

not
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not acquire that poliftied harmony which a lan-

guage gains in good company.

The principal defed of the German is its ver-

bofity ; it muft be compreffed, and by foftening

fome words^ the pronunciation of which is dif-

agreeable, it may be rendered fonorous. The

nobility ftudieA only the civil law^ and, wanting

tafte for the belles lettres, they imbibed at

the univerlities a difguft for pedantry and its

inftitutors. From the candidates, or theologians,

fons of (lioe-makers, or taylors, muft the Men-

tor for every fuch Telemachus be feleded ; the

education which tutors like thefe were capable of

beftowing may well be imagined. The Ger-

mans had theatrical exhibitions ; but they were

grofs, and even indecent. Filthy buffoons re-

prefented pieces, deftitute of genius, which put

modefty to the blufli. Our barrennefs obliged

us to have recourfe to the abundance of the

French; and, in moft German courts, French

comedians were found, who reprefented the beft

dramas of Moliere and Racine.

But what can more merit the attention of the

philofopher than the vile degradation into

which that nation of kings, that miftrefs of the

univerfe, in a word, into which the Roman
people have fallen ! Inftead of confuls leading

kings into captivity, as in the days of the re-

F 2 public.
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public, we behold the fuccelTors of Cato and

Emilius robbed of their virility, that they may
afpire to the honour of finging on the theatres

of princes, who, in the time of Scipio, would

have been held in as much contempt as are at

prefentthe Iroquois—

0

fem-pora ! 0 mores! Sixty

years ago operas, tragedies and comedies were

unknown, in Germany*. In 1740 the ad-

vancement of induftry and commerce had ren-

dered Germany a participator of the treafures

which the Indies annually fliowered on Europe.

Thefe fources of opulence had brought with

them eafe, pleafure, and, perhaps, thofe difor-

derly manners which have followed. Popula-

tion, equipages, furniture, liveries, coaches,

and fumptuous tables, all received increafe.

Whatever of good architedure is to be found

in the north takes its date about the fame

period. The palace and arfenal of Beiiin,

the chancellery of the empire, the church of

St, John Borromeus at Vienna, the palace of

Nymphenbourg in Bavaria, the bridge ^nd

Chinefe palace in Drefden, the palace of the

eledlor at Manheim, and of the duke of Wur-

temberg at Louifburg, are all of them, though

^ The royal author fuppofes himfclf writing In the

year 1740, T.

unequal
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unequal to the edifices of Athens and of Rome,

fuperior to the Gothic architedlure of our an-

ceflors. In former ages the courts of Ger-

many appeared to be temples where the bac-

chanalian rites were celebrated. This debauch-

ery, unworthy as it is of good fociety, is at pre-

fent banillied into Poland, or it is become the

amufement of the populace ; at lead is only

found in fome ecclefiaflical courts, where priefts

eonfole themfelves with wine for the abfence of

a more amiable paflion, which their vows oblige

them to renounce. There was no court of Ger-

many, formerly, that did not abound in buf-

foons, the grolTnefs of whofe witticifms was

food for the ignorance of the guefts, and who,

themfelves incapable of wifdom, were contented

to liften to the folly of others. This cuflom,

which is an eternal difgrace to good fenfe, has

been aboliflied, and was only preferved in

the court of Auguftus II. king of Poland

and eledor of Saxony *. Ceremony, in

which the imbecillity of our anceftors feemed

to make all the fcience of fovereigns to conlift,

appeared to undergo a fimilar fate. Etiquette

* The royal author furely forgets that, ^t the death of

his father, in 1740, the academicians of Berlin were the

court buffoons. T.

F 3 daily
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daily fuffered infringement, and there are courts

in which it is intirely aboliflied. The court of

the emperor Charles VI. was, however, an ex-

ception ; he was too zealous a fedlary of the

formalities of the etiquette of Burgundy to

fuffer them to be violated.
.
In his laft ficknefs,

even a few moments before his death, he gave

orders for malfes to be faid ; appointed the hour

of the celebration of his funeral pomp ; and

named the perfons who were to carry his heart

in a golden box to I know not what convent*.

His courtiers admired his grandeur and digni-*

ty ; fages blamed his pride, which feemed to be

his furvivor..

Let us particularly remark, that, in confe-

quence of the money fpread through Germany,

the amount of which certainly was triple to the

circulation of former times-, luxury not only

was doubled, but the number of troops which

princes maintained had augmented in propor-

tion. The emperor Ferdinand I. kept an army

of fcarcely thirty thoufand men : Charles VI.

in the war of 1733, paid one hundred and

feventy thoufand, without opprefling his people

:

Louis XIII. kept fixty thoufand ; Louis XIV,

* The father of Frederic did much the fame
; and

pharles VI, and Frederic William both died in 1 740. T.

two
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two hundred and twenty thoufand, and even as

many as three hundred and fixty thoufand, dur-

ing the war of the fucceflion. From this epocha,

every, even the moft petty, prince of Germany

had augmented his military force : this was the

effe6t of imitation. In the war of 1613, Louis

XIV. raifed as many men as he could, that he

might have a decided fuperiority over his ene-

mies—he difbanded none after the peace. This

obliged the emperor, and princes of Germany,

to keep as numerous forces on foot as they had

the power of paying. This cuftom, once efta-

blifhed, was afterward perpetuated. Wars be-

came more expenfive. The fupplies neceflary

for magazines, and for the maintenance of a nu-

merous cavalry, and affembling them in their

cantonments before the opening of the cam^

paign, and feafon of forage, were immenfe.

The infantry continually kept up underwent

an almoft total change, in confequence of

the adivity of tadicians to bring it to per-

fedion. Before the war of the fucceffion one

half of the battalions carried pikes, and the other

mufkets, and they fought armed fix deep. The
pikes were ufed againfl; the cavalry; their mufkets

kept up a weak fire, and their matches often

made them flalh in the pan. Thefe inconveni-

ences occafioned a change of arms
;

pikes and

mufkets were thrown afide, and were replaced by

F 4 fttfils
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fufils and bayonets, which unite all that fire and

fword poffefs the moft terrible. As they con-

fiituted the ftrength of . battalions in the fire

they kept up, they, ftep by ftep, diminifhed

their depth, and gave them a more extenfive

front. The prince of Anhalt, who may be

called a military mechanic, introduced iron

ramrods, and placed the ranks three deep.

The late king, by his infinite afliduity, intro-

duced ^ wonderful order and difeipline among

his troops, and a precifion before unknown in

Europe in their motions and manoeuvres.

The Prufiian battalion became a walking bat-

tery ; the quicknefs of the charging of which

tripled the fire, and made a Prufiian equivalent

to three adverfaries. Other nations, afterward

imitated the P ruffians, but imperfedly. Charles

XIL had introduced the cuflom of adding two

cannon to each battalion ; and cannon were

founded at Berlin, three, fix, twelve, and twen-

ty-four pounders, fufficiently light to be worked

by ftrength of arm, and to advance in battle with

the battalions to which they appertained. So

many new inventions transformed an army into

a moving fortrefs, the accefs to which was for-

midable and murderous. The French, in the

year 1672, invented tranfportable copper pon-

toons. This eafy cuftom of conftruding bridges

rendered
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rendered rivers but iifelefs barriers. To tbe

French alfo is due the art of attack and defence

of fortreiFes—Vauban efpecially approached per-

fe6tion in the art of fortification. He made the

works razant, and covered them fo by the gla-

cis that, in order to erect batteries in breach,

if they are not at prefent placed on the creft of

the covered way, the balls cannot touch the

line of mafonry which they are fent to ruim

Since Vauban they have conftruded covered

ways doubly ftone faced, and perhaps have too

much multiplied the fedlions.

The art of mining has, in particular, made

the greatefi; progrefs. The branches of the

covered way are extended to thirty fathoms

from the glacis. Well mined forts have major

and commanding galleries ; their branches rife

to three ftories. The miner can blow up the

fame point of defence as often as feven times.

Globes of compreflion have been invented for

attack, which, when they are well applied,

ruin all the mines of the place at the diftance of

twenty-five paces from the focus. The true

ftrength of places at prefent confifts in their

mines, and by the ufe of thefe governors may

prolong the duration of fieges. Fortrelfes can

no longer be taken but by the aid of a nu-

merous artillery. Three cannon are fup-

pofed
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pofed neceffary for each battery to difniount

one on the works. To thefe are added ricochet

batteries, which fweep the lines of prolongation ;

and a ftrong place is feldom ventured to be

befieged with lefs than fixty mortars to ruin its

works of defence. Demi-faps, common-faps,

turning-faps, places of arms and cavaliers, with

embrafures, are fo many new inventions which

are made ufe of for attack ; and which fpare

men, and accelerate the redudion of fortreffes.

This age has feen the revival of light-armed

troops ; the Auftrian pandours, the French le-

gions, the P ruffian free battalions, and the

huffars, originally of Hungary, but imitated in

all other armies, have replaced the Numidian

and Parthian cavalry, fo famous in the Ro-

man wars. Any uniform was unknown to the

ancient military ; and it is not a century fince

this pradice was generally adopted. The ma-

rine has alfo made great progrefs as well in the

conftrudion of fliips as in rendering the calcu-

lation of pilots more exad. But this fubjedt

being vaft, I quit it, fearing to engage in too

long a digreffion.

From what we have ftated, concerning the

progrefs of the arts in Europe, it refults that

great advances had been made in the north

iince the war of thirty years. France then en-

joyed
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joyed the advantage of every thing that apper-

tains to the belles lettres and tafte ; England of

mathematics and metaphyfics ;
the Germans of

chymiftry, experimental philofophy, and eru-

dition : while the Italians began to decline

;

and Poland, Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark,

were an age behind the other more polilhed

nations. The fubjedt which mod; merits our

attention is the change which has been feen in

the power of kingdoms fmee the year 1640.

Some we have contemplated in their growth,

others may be faid to have remained ftationary,

and a third kind falling to decline and me-

naced with ruin. The fire of Sweden burft

forth under Guftavus Adolphus. She, con-

jointly with France, didated the peace of Weft-

phalia. Under Charles XII. fhe vanquifhed

the Danes, Ruffians, and, for a time, difpofed

of the throne of Poland. She feems then to

have colledled all her powers to appear like a

comet, which cafts an excefs of light, and is

afterward loft in the immenfity of fpace. She

has been difmembered by her enemies, who
have wrefted from her Eftonia, Livonia, the

principalities of Bremen and Verden, and a

great part of Pomerania.

The fall of Sweden gave date to the eleva-

tion of Ruffia. The latter power feems to

have
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have rilen from oblivion fuddenly to appear

with grandeur, and, in a fhort time afterward,

to rank with other powers the mofl: formidable.

What Homer fays of Jupiter * may be applied

to Peter I. he made three fteps and arrived at

the end of the earth : and, in fa61:, to crufh

Sweden^ give fucceffive kings to Poland, abafe

the Ottoman porte, and fend armies to Combat

the French on their own frontiers, may well be

called ftepping to the end of the earth.

The houfe of Brandenbourg too has been

feen to leave the eledoral bench, and feat itfelf

on a throne among kings. It made no figure

whatever in the war of thirty years ; the peace

of Weflphalia gave it provinces which, by

good adminillration, were rendered opulent.

Peace and the wifdom of the government

formed a growing power, almoft unknown in

Europe, becaufe it laboured filently, and bc-

caufe its progrefs was not rapid, but the work of

time : the' world was aftoniQied when it began

to difplay itfelf.

The aggrandizement of France, due alike to

its arms and its policy, was more prompt and

more confiderable, Louis XV. found his pof-

feffions fuperior by one third to thofe of Louis

* Read J^cptiuic. To

4 XIIL
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XIII. Franche Compte, Alfatia, Lorraine, and

a part of Flanders, annexed to that empire, im-

parted to it a force highly fuperior to that of

pafl: ages. We muft not forget to add, the

fubjedion of Spain to one branch of the houfe

of Bourbon ; which delivering France, at lead

for a length of time, from the inenrfions which

k always had to dread, while the Auftrian branch

were kings of Spain, has at prefent given it the

ability of employing its whole force, againft; fuch

of its neighbours as it IhaH judge neceffary to

combat.

Neither are the Eno-lifh forgotten : Gibraltaro o
and Port Mahon are important acquihtions for

a commercial nation. They are prodigioufly

enriched by every fpecies of traffic. Perhaps

the eledorate of tianover, now fubjeded to

them, is not ufelefs, confidering the influence it

gives them in the affairs of Germany ; concern-

ing which they formerly gave themfelves no

trouble. It is generally fuppofed that the Eng-

Jifli nation, fufceptible of corruption as it is at

prefent, is become lefs free : it is at leaft; more

tranquil.

Nor fhall we pafs the houfe of Savoy in

filence ; it has acquired Sardinia and royalty ;

has grafped a part of the Miianefe ; and poli-

ticians regard it as a canker which is eating into

Lom^
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Lombardy. Spain had fixed the throne of

don Carlos in the kingdom of Naples. The

houfe of Auftria did not enjoy equal advan-

tages ; the war of the fucceffion had rendered

the emperor, Charles VI. one of the moft

powerful monarchs of Europe. The envy of

his neighbours foon ftripped him of a part of

his acquilitions, and placed him on a level with

his predeceflbrs. After the defcendants of

Charles V. became extind in Spain, the houfe

of Auftria firft loft that kingdom, which pafled

into the family of Bourbon; next a part of

Flanders ; and afterward the kingdom of Na-

ples and a part of the Milanefe. Nothing

therefore remained to Charles VI. of the luc-

ceftion of Charles II. fome towns in Flanders

excepted, and a part of the Milanefe. The

Turks alfo took Servia from him, which in like

manner was ceded at the peace of Belgrade.

The only thing which the houfe of Auftria had

gained was an eftabliflied prejudice, in its fa-

vour, a prejudice fpread through the empire,

in England, Holland, and even in Denmark,

that the liberties of Europe were annexed to the

deftiny of that houfe.

PoiTugal, Holland, Denmark, and Poland,

ftill were what they had been, without lofs or

increafe. France and England only had a de-

2 cided
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cided preponderance over other powers; die

one by its Handing army and great refources,

the other by its fleets and the wealth its com-

merce had acquired. Thcfe rival powers were

each jealous of the other’s aggrandizement

:

they imagined they held the balance of Europe,

and fuppofed themfelves two chiefs of parties,

with one of which princes and kings ought to

league. Exclufive of the ancient hatred which

France preferved againft England, flie was

equally inimical to the houfe of Auftria, in

confequence of her continual wars with that

houfe from the time of the death of Charles

the rafli duke of Burgundy. France wiihed to

fubjed: Flanders and Brabant, and extend the

limits of her domains as far as the very borders

of the Rhine. A project like this could not

at once be executed ; it mufl; be promoted by

opportunity and ripened by time. The French

deflred vidory that they might make con-

quefts ; the Englifh wiflied to buy princes that

they might make flaves ; and each held out falfe

pretences to the world, that its attention might

not be fixed on their ambition.

Spain and Auftria were nearly equal. Spain

only could make war on Portugal, or on the

emperor in Italy. The emperor could carry

war on every fide ; he had more fubjeds than

Spain,
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Spain, and, by the aid of intrigue, might add

to his forces thofe of the Germanic body. Spain

had the greateft refource in her wealth. In

this Auflria had little ; and, whatever tax (he

might lay upon her fubje6ls> if war was pro-

traded, foreign fubfidies were neceffary to

maintain her armies in the field. At this period

file was exhaufted by a war with the Turks

;

and incumbered with the debts which this war

had occafioned her to contrad.

Holland, though opulent, interfered in no

foreign quarrel; at lead, not unlefs neceffity

obliged her to defend her frontiers againfl

France* She was chiefly employed in avoiding

all occafion of eleding a new fladtholder.

Pruflia, though lefs powerful than Spain and

Auftria, might neverthelefs appear next in

rank. The revenues of Pruflia, as we have

faid, did not exceed feven millions ; the pro**

vinces, poor, and indebted by the misfortunes

they had fiiftered in the war of thirty years,

were incapable of furnifliing their fovereign

with refources ; he mud therefore depend on

what he could fave. This the late king had

done; and, though the treafures he left were

nov very confiderable, they might, in a cafe of

neceffity, be fufficlent not to let any favourable

opportunity flip; but prudence was requifite

in
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hi the condudl of affairs, that wars might riot

be tediouffy continued, and that projeds might

be immediately executed. The circumftance

moff: to be complained of was that the kingdom,

had no regular form. It confifted of fmall

provinces, which might be called Scattered,

extending from Courland to Brabant. This

interfedled fituation multiplied the neighbours

of the (late, without giving it conffftency, and

was the caufe that it had many more enemies to

fear than if it had been more compad. Pruffia

therefore only could ad when fupported by

France, or England. The road to France was

open, for fhe had her own glory and the abafe-

ment of the houfe of Auftria at heart. Subfidies

only could be obtained from the Englifli, who

wiflied to employ foreign forces for their own

proper interefts-.

Ruflia had not fufScient weight, at that time,

in the politics of Europe to give a balance iix

favour of the party (he might efpoufe. The
influence of this new empire extended over the

Swedes and Poles. Refpeding the Turks,

politics had eftablifhed it as an axiom that,

when theFrench fhould excite them either againft

Auftria or RufEa, thefe two powers (hould recur

to Thamas Kouli Khan ; who, by making a

diverfion, would free thena from their fears on
VOL. I. part I. G the
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the part of the Porte. What we have repeated

was the common train of politics; exceptions

there no doubt occafionally were, but we here

confider only the ordinary calculation of pro-

babilities.

The fubje6l that moft interefted Europe was,

at this time, the fucceflion of the houfe of

Auflria, in cafe of the death of the emperor

Charles VI. the lafl male defeendant of the

houfe of Habfpourg. We have faid that, to

prevent the difmemberment of this monarchy,

Charles VI. had made a family law, known by

the name of the Pragmatic fan<51:ion, to afeertain

the heritage to his daughter, Maria Therefa.

This Pragmatic fandion had been guarantied by

France, England, Holland, Sardinia, Saxony,

and the Roman empire ; nay by the late king

Frederic William alfo, on condition that the

court of Vienna would fecure to him the fuc-
*

celTion of Juliers and Berg. The emperor

promifed him the eventual fucceffion, and did

not fulfil his engagements ; by which the king

of PrufTia, his fuccefTor, was freed from this

guarantee, to which his father, the late king,

had pledged himfelf, conditionally.

The fucceffion of the dutchies of Juliers and

Berg, which was in agitation about the year

1740, was at that time the moft interelling

objedt
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objed of the politics of the houfe of Branden?

bourgw Frederic William, feeling his end ap-

proach, had contradled no alliance ; that he

might leave his fon free to form fuch connexions

as circumftances and occafion fliould require.

After his death, the court of Berlin began to

negotiate at Vienna, Paris, and London; that

ihe might perceive which of thefe powers was

the moft favourably difpofed to forward her

interefts. They appeared equally cold, be-

caufe the view^ of ftates only unite when reci-

procal wants form alliances ; and Europe trou-

bled itfelf little whether the king of Pruflia, or

any other prince, obtained the dutchy of Berg,

France indeed cohfented that the king might

have a part of this dutchy ; but this was little

fatisfaXory to the willies of a youthful and am-

bitious king, who would have all, or nothing.

Let us accurately remark that the emperor

Charles VI, did not content himfelf with ob-

ferving the fimple guarantee of the dutchy of

Berg, but that he had promifed it to the king of

Poland, eleXor of Saxony; and that, during

the embafly of prince Lichtenftein to Paris, he

gave a limilar iand formal promife in favour of

the prince of Sulzbach, heir to the eleXor

Palatine. Mull every thing be facrificed to the

court of Vienna ? Was it neceffary to reft con-

G a tent
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tent with a flip of the dutchy of Berg, whicli

France promifed Pruflia (hould poffefs, or muft

recourfe be had to arms, for the purpofe of

felf-juftice ? In this crifis, the king refolved to

exert all his refources, that he might make

himfelf more formidable; which plan he im-

mediately put into execution. By the aid of

ceconomy he raifed fifteen new battalions

and thus waited for thofe events which fortune

ihould pleafe to fupply, that he might do him-

felf that juflice which others refufed.

Reafons for making War on the ^een of Hungqry

after the Death of the Emperor Charles Vf,

Winter Campaign in £ilefia.

H E acquifition of the dutchy of Berg

met with many difficulties in carrying it

into execution. To obtain precife idea§, it is

neceffary to imagine ourfelves in the exad ftate

in \fhich the king, at that time, found himfelf;

He fcarcely could bring fixty thoufand men

into the field ; his only refource, for the fup-

The reginTents of Camas, Munchow, Dolma, Henry,

rerfod, Brunfwick, Eifenach, and EinfiedeU

CHAP. II

port
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port of any enterprife, was in the treafure which

the late king had left. If he wilhed to under-

take the conqueft of the dutchy of Berg, it was

neceflary to employ all his forces ; becaufe, it

was flrongly to be prefumed, he muft ftruggle

with France, and at the fame time take the

city of Duffeldorff. The fuperiority of France

was alone fufficient to make him defift, had he

not had other impediments, equally confiderablo

and repugnant to his views. Thefe difficulties

arofe from limilar claims, to thofe of the king,

which the houfe of Saxony made to Juliers and

Berg ; and from the jealoufy with which the

houfe of Hanover beheld that of Branden-

bourg. If, under fuch circumftances, the king

had led his whole force to the banks of the

Rhine, he might w'ell exped that, leaving his

hereditary domains void of troops, he would

expofe them to be invaded by the Saxons and

the Hanoverians ; who would not have failed

to have made a diverfion : and fliould he leave

a part of his army in the marche of Branden-

bourg, to guard his Hates againft the ill inten-

tions of his neighbours, he would then be

every wffiere too feeble. France had guaran-

tied the Palatine fucceffion to the duke of Salz-

bach
; thereby to obtain the neutrality of the

old eledor, during the war Ihe made on the

G 3 Rhine.
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Rhine, It would not have been this guarantei^

which would have flopped the king; for

guarantees are generally only words, which are

no fooner given than broken : but it was the

intcrefl; of France to have feeble neighbours on

the banks of the Rhine, and not puifTant

princes, capable of refiflance. About the fame

time count Seckendorff, who had been con-

fined in the prifons of Grtetz, obtained his

liberty, on condition of remitting, into the

hands of the emperor, all the orders by which

he had been authorifed to give the late king of

Pruflia the mofl folemn affurances of affiftance

;

which the emperor had promifed him, in fup-

port of his rights of fucceflion to the dutchies

of Juliers and Berg.

This introduftion fhews how little favourable

circumftances were to the houfe of Branden-

bourg ; and what were the reafons which de-

termined the king to abide by the provifional

treaty, which his father had concluded with

France. But, if thefe forcible arguments mode-

rated that ardour after fame with which the

king was animated, motives not lefs powerful

impelled him to give, at the beginning of his

reign, marks of vigour and fortitude, which

fhould render his nation refpedable in Europe.

Good citizens fighed to fee the little refpedl in

which
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which Other powers had held the late king,

particularly during the latter part of his reign,

and at the contempt thrown on the Pruffian

name, by the world in general. As thefe con-

fiderations had a great influence on the condud;

of the king, we think ourfelves obliged to fay a

few explanatory words on that fubjed.

The fage and circumfped condud of the

late king had been imputed to his weaknefs.

In the year 1727, there were fome differences

between him and Hanover, concerning trifles,

which ended in reconciliation. Shortly after he

had other difputes, equally unimportant, with

the Dutch ; and which were in like manner

accommodated. From thefe two examples of

moderation, his neighbours and thofe who en-

vied him concluded he might be infulted with

impunity ; that, inftead of real, his was but

apparent ftrength ; that his ofiicers were not

men of underftanding, but fencing-mafters

;

and his brave foldiers mercenaries, who had

little afledion for the (late ; and that, with

refped to himfelf, he continually threatened

but never ftruck. The world, fuperficial and

frivolous in its judgment, gave credit to fuch

opinions ; and thefe prejudices were foon fpread

over Europe. The fame to which the late king

afpired, a fame more juft than that of con-

G 4 querors.
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qiierors, was to render his country happy ; to

difcipline his army ; and to adminifter his.

finances with the wifefh order, and oeconomy.

War he avoided, that he might not he difturbed

in the purfiiit of plans fo excellent. By thefe

means, he travelled filently on toward grandeur,

without awakening the envy ofmonarchs. In the

lafl years of hjs life, the infirmities of his body

had entirely ruined his health ; and his ambi-

tion never would have confented that the com-

mand of his troops Ihould have been confided

to any other than himfelf. Thefe various

caufesj united, rendered his reign happy and

pacific.

Had the opinion which was entertained of

the king been only a fpeculativc error, truth

would in time have undeceived the public;

but princes prefumed fo much to the difadvan-

tage of his cliarader, that his allies treated him

with as little ceremony as his enemies. As a

proof of this, the courts of Vienna and Ruflia

agreed with him to place a prince of Portugal

on the throne of Poland. This projed was

quickly abandoned, and they declared them-

felves in favour of Auguftus 11. eledor of

Saxony, without deigning to fend the leafi: in-

timation of fuch a change to the king. The
emperor pharles VI. had, on certain conditions,

obtained
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obtained a fuecour of ten tlioufand P ruffians,

whom in 1 734 the late king fent tq the banks

of the Rhine, againft the French. The em-

peror believed himfelf placed above the ne«

ceffity of fulfilling fuch paltry engagements.

George II. of England called the late king, his

brother the corporal ^ and faid he was king of

the high roads, and arch-duftman of the holy

Roman empire. Every a6f of this monarch

[lamped an impreffion of the moft profound

contempt. The Pruffian officers, who, accords

ing to the privileges of ele6lors, enlifted fol-

diers in the Imperial cities, were expofed to a

tlioufand vexations ; they were arrefted and

thrown into dungeons, where they were con-

fined with the vileft rafcals. In fine, thefe ex-

cefles became infufferable. An infignificant

bifhop of Liege prided himfelf on the mortifi-

cations which he gave the late king. Some

fubjeds of the lordfhip of Herftall, appertain-

ing to Pruffia, had revolted, and the bifhop

granted them his protedion. The late king

fent colonel Kreutz to Liege, with a credential

letter to accommodate the matter. And who

fliould think proper to refufe fuffering him to

come into his prefence ? Why truly my lord

the bifliop ; who, three fucceffive days, faw the

attend-
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attendants of this envoy in the court of his

palace, and as often refufed him adniiffion.

This event, and many others, the omiffion

of which brevity occafions, taught the king

that a monarch ought to make himfelf, and

particularly his nation, refpeded ; that rnodera-

tion is a virtue which ftatefmen ought not too

rigoroufly to pradife ; becaufe of the corrup-

tion of the age; and that, at the commence-

ment of a reign, it was better to give marks

of determination than of mildnefs.

That we here may colled whatever might

tend to animate the vivacity of a youthful

prince, afcending the throne, let us add that

Frederic I. when he ereded Pruffia into king-

dom, had, by that vain grandeur, planted the

fcion of ambition in the bofom of his pofterity ;

which, foon or late, muft frudify. The mo-

narchy he had left to his defcendants was, if I

may be permitted the expreffion, a kind of

hermaphrodite, which was rather more an elec-

torate than a kingdom. Fame was to be ac-

quired by determining the nature of this be-

ing: and this fenfation certainly was one 6(

thofe which ftrengthened fo many motives, con-

fplring to engage the king in grand enterprifes.

If the acquifition of the dutchy of Berg had

not even met with almoft infurmountable im-

pediments.
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pediments, it was in itfelf fo fmall that the pof-

feffion would add little grandeur to the houfe

of Brandenbourg. Thefe refleftions occafioned

the king to turn his views toward the houfe of

Auftria, the fucceffion of which would become

matter of litigation, at the death of the em-

peror, when the throne of the Csefars Ihould

be vacant. That event mud be favourable to

the diftinguiflied part which the king had to aft

in Germany, by the various claims of the

houfes of Saxony and Bavaria to thefe dates ;

by the number of candidates which might can-

vafs for the Imperial crown ; and by the projefts

of the court of Verfailles, which, on fuch an

occafion, mud naturally profit by the troubles

that the death of Charles VI. could not fail to

excite. This accident did not long keep the

world in expeftation. The emperor ended his

days at the palace La Favorite^ on the twenty-

lixth day of Oftober, 1 740. The news arrived

at Rheinfberg when the king was ill of a fever.

Infatuated by ancient prejudices, the phyficians

would not adminider the bark ; he took it in

their defpite, for he meditated things much

more important than the cure of a fever. He
immediately refolved to reclaim the principali-

ties of Silefia ; the rights of his houfe to which

were incontedable ; and he prepared, at the

4 fame
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fame time, to fupport thefe pretenfions, if ne-*

celTary, by arms. This project accomplifhed

all his political views ; it afforded the means of

acquiring reputation, of augmenting the power

of the ftate, and of terminating what related to

the litigious fucceffioil of the dutchy of Berg,

Before however he would come to a fixed refo-

lution, he weighed the dangers he had to en-

counter, in undertaking fuch a war, and the

advantages he had to hope.

On one hand flood the powerful houfe of

Auftria ; which, pofTeffed of advantages fo

v-arious, could not but procure refources. The

daughter of an emperor was to be attacked,

who would find allies in the king of Eng-

land, the republic of Holland, and the prince*

of the empire; by whom the Pragmatic fan6lion

had been guarantied. Biron, duke of Cour-

land, who then governed Ruffia, was in the

pay of the court of Vienna, and the young

queen of Hungary might incline Saxony to her

intereft, by the cefiion of fome circles of Bo-

hemia. The ftcrility of the year 1740 might

well infpire a dread of wanting fupplies, to

form magazines and to furnifh the troops with

provifions. Thefe were great rifks. The for-

tune of war was alfo to be feared ; one loft bat-

tle might be decifive. The king had no allies^

and^
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and only had raw foldiers to oppofe to the vete-

rans of Auftria, grown grey in arms, and by fo

many campaigns inured to war.

On the other part, a multitude of reflexions

animated the hopes of the king. The ftate of the

court of Vienna, after the death of the emperor,

was deplorable. The finances were in diforder;

the army was ruined, and difcouraged by ill

fuccefs in its wars with the Turks ; the miniftry

difunited, and a youthful, . unexperienced

princefs at the head of the government, who

was to defend the fucceflion from all claimants.

The refult was that the government could not

appear formidable. It was befide impoflible

that the king fhould be deftitute of allies. The

fubfifting rivalry between France and England

neceflarily afcertained the aid of one of thofe

powers ; and all the pretenders to the fucceflion

of the houfe of Auftria would inevitably unite

their intereflis to thofe of Pruflia. The king

might difpofe of his voice for the Imperial elec-

tion; he might adjufl his pretenflons to the

dutchy of Berg in the befl manner, either with

France or Auftria. The war which he might

undertake in Silefia was the only offenflve war

that could be favoured by the fituation of his

ftates, for it would be carried on upon his fron-

tiers.
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tiers, and the Oder would always furnifh him

with a fare communication.

The death of Anne, emprefs of Ruffia,

which foon followed that of the emperor, finally

determined the king in favour of this enterprife.

By her deceafe the crown defcended to young

Iwan, grand duke of Rufiia, fon of prince An-

thony Ulric of Brunfwick, brother-in-law to

the king, and of the princefs of Mecklenburgh.

Probabilities were that, during the minority of

the young emperor, Rufiia would be more oc-

cupied in maintaining tranquillity at home than

in fupport of the Pragmatic fandion, concern-

ing which Germany could not but be fubjed to

troubles. Add to thefe reafons, an army fit to

march, a treafury ready prepared, and, per-

haps, the ambition of acquiring renown. Such

were the caufes of the war, which the king de-

clared againft Maria Therefa of Auftria, queen

of Hungary and Bohemia.

This feemed to be the period of change and

revolution. The princefs of Mecklenburgh

Brunfwick, mother of the emperor Iwan, was

with her fon under the tutelage of the duke of

Courland, to whom the emprefs Anne dying

confided the adminiftration of the empire. This

princefs fuppofed herfelf by birth fuperior to

fubjedrion. As the mother of the emperor,

Ihe
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ftie rather imagined Ihe herfelf was his pro-

per guardian than Biron, who was neither a

native of Ruffia nor a relation of Iwan. She

artfully excited the ambition of marihal Mu-

nich ; Biron was arrefted, banilhed to Siberia,

and the princefs of Mecklenburgh feized on the

government.

This change appeared to be advantageous to

P ruffia ; for its enemy Biron was exiled, and

the hufband of the regent, Anthony of Brunf-

wick, was brother-in-law to the king. To a

good underftanding the princefs of Mecklen-

burgh united the caprices and defects of a wo-

man ill educated. Her hufoand, weak and

deftitute of genius, had no merit, except the

bravery of inftind. Munich, the engine of

their elevation and the true hero of Ruffia,

was the depofttary of fovereign authority. Un-

der the pretence of this revolution, the king

fent baron Winterfeld on an embaffiy into Ruf-

fia, to congratulate the prince of Brnnfwick,

and his confort, on the fortunate fuccefs of their

undertaking. The real motive, the hidden

objed of this miffion, was to gain Munich,

who was the father-in-law of Winterfeld, that

he might favour the defgns which were foon to

be put in execution. In executing this Win-

terfeld
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terfeld had all the happy fuccefs that could be

hoped.

Whatever precaution might be taken at Ber-

lin, to conceal the meditated expedition, it was

impoffible to form magazines, prepare aitillery,

and put the troops in motion fo fecretly as not to

be feen : the world began to fufpe6t fomething

was intended. Damrath, the Imperial envoy

at Berlin, informed his court that a ftorm was

gathering, and that it might probably burfl:

on Silefia. The council of the queen replied,

from Vienna, We will not, we cannot, give

taith to the intelligence you fend.’* The

marquis of Botta however was fent to Berlin,

to compliment the king on his acceffion to the

throne ; or rather to judge if Damrath had not

excited falfe alarms. The art and penetration

of the marquis foon perceived what was intend-

ed ; and, on the day that he received his au-

dience, after having paid the ufual congratula-

tions, he enlarged on the inconveniences of the

journey he had made, and dwelt much on the

bad roads of Silefia, which had been fo deftroy-

ed by inundations that they could no longer be

travelled. The king did not feem to under-

fland him, and anfwered that the worft that

could happen, to thofe who fliould travel thefe

roads, would be to befpatter themfelves.

Though
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Though the king was firmly determined on

the part he (hould take, he thought proper

to attempt accommodation with the court of

Vienna, for v/hich purpofe count Gotter was

fent thither. He was to declare, to the queen

of Hungary, that, in cafe flie would do juftice

to the claims of the king on Silefia, he offered

his afliftance againfl: all her enemies, open or

covert, who fhould wifh to difmember the

fucceflion of Charles VI. and to give his vote

for the imperial eledion of the grand duke of

Tufcany. As it was to be fuppofed thefe of-

fers would be reje6i:ed, Gotter was, in that cafe,

authorifed to declare war againfl: the queen of

Hungary.

The diligence of the army was fuperior to

that of the ambaffador ; it entered Silefia, as

will be feen, two days before the arrival of

count Gotter at Vienna. Twenty battalions^

and thirty-fix fquadrons were fent toward the

frontiers of Silefia, and were to be followed by

fiX battalions, deflined to blockade the fortrefs

of Glogau. Feeble as fuch an army was, it

appeared to be fufficient to feize on a defence-

lefs country, it had befide the advantage of

amafling magazines for the coming fpring,

* December,

VOL. I. PART I. H which
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which a large army would have devoured dur-

ing the winter. Before the king departed to

join his forces^ he gave another audience to

the marquis of Botta^ in which he repeated the

declarations that were to be made at Vienna by

count Gotter. Botta exclaimed,— You are

going, Sire, to ruin the houfe of Auftria and
‘

‘ overwhelm yourfelf/* It depends upon the

queen/’ replied the king, to accept the of-

fers which are made/’ This occafioned the

marquis to paufe ; he recolleded himfelf, how-

ever, and replied, with an ironical air and tone.

Yours are fine troops, I allow. Sire ; ours have

not the fame appearance, but they have feen

the wolf. Think I conjure you on what you

are going to undertake.” The king was

vexed, and anfwered, warmly, You think my
troops are fine ; I will convince you they arc

good.” The marquis made further remon-

ftrances that the execution of this projeft might

be deferred ; but the king gave him to under-

ftand it was too late, and that the Rubicon was

pafTed.

The attack on Silefia, having become public,

was thought fo daring as to caufe a very fingu-

lar effervefcence in the minds of men. The

feeble and the timorous prefaged the deftrudion

of Pruflia. Others fuppofed the prince aban-

doned
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doned every thing to chance, and apprehended

that he had taken Charles XII. for his model.

Soldiers hoped for good fortune, and foretold

preferment. The grumblers, fome of whom

are found in all countries, envied the ftate that

increafe of which it was fufceptible. The

prince of Anhalt was enraged that he had not

conceived the plan, and that he had not been

the great engine of its execution. He, like

another Jonah, prophefied of miferies which

fell neither on Nineveh nor Pruffia. This

prince regarded the Imperial army as his cra-

dle : he had obligations to Charles VI. who

had beftowed the brevet of princefs on his

wife, and he feared the aggrandizement of the

king, who would annihilate a neighbour like

himfelf. Thefe fubjeds of difeontent induced

him to infpire diffidence and terrors in all

minds. He wifhed to intimidate the king him-

felf, had that been pradticable ; but every

thing had been too well planned, and affairs

were too far advanced to be able to recede.

To prevent however the ill effe6t which the

opinions of a great general, as was the prince

of Anhalt, might make upon the officers, the

king thought proper, before his departure, to

affemble thofe of the garrifon of Berlin, and

fpeak to them in the following terms—

I

H 2 have
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have undertaken a war, gentlemen, in which

my only allies are your valour and good will.

My caufe is juft, and my refources are in the

hands of fortune. Remember inceflantly the

fame your anceftors have acquired, on the

plains of Warfaw, at Fehrbellin, and during

the expedition into Prullia. Your deftiny is

in your own hands. Diftindion and recom-

penfe attend the ads of thofe by whom they

fliall be merite^. But I have no need to

incite in you the love of renown, for that is

continually before your eyes, and is the foie

objed worthy your attention. We are to

face foldiers who, under prince Eugene, ob-

tained the higheft reputation. Although this

prince no longer is in exiftence, ftill con-

queft will be an increafe of honour, when we

ftiall have tried our ftrength againft fuch

brave warriors. Adieu : depart, I will im-

mediately follow to the rendezvous of fame,

which now awaits us.”

The king departed from Berlin after a grand

mafked ball^ and arrived at Croflen on the 21ft

of December. As chance would have it, on

that very day a cord, apparently worn out, to

which the cathedral bell was fufpended, broke

;

the bell had a fall, and this was interpreted to

be a bad omen ; for fuperftitious opinions ftill

3 influ«
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influenced the national fpirit. To eradicate

luch ill impreflions, the king, on the contrary,

interpreted this to be an advantageous token.

The fall of the bell, according to him, denoted

the abafement of the high ; and, as the hoiife

of Auftria was infinitely higher than that of

Brandenbourg, it very clearly prognofticated the

advantages the latter fliould obtain. Whoever

knows the public knows that fuch reafons are

very fufficient and convincing.

The army entered Silefia on the 23d of

December The troops marched by canton-

ments, as well becaufe there was no enemy as

becaufe the feafon would not admit of encamp-

ment. Wherever they came, they difperfed

a written abftrad of the rights of the houfe of

Brandenbourg to Silefia. A manifefto at the

fame time was publiflied, the fubftance of which

was that the P ruffians took polTeffion of this

province to guard it againfh irruption from any

third power ; which clearly indicated that they

would not be expelled with impunity. Thefe

precautions made the people and nobility not

regard the entrance of the Pruffians into Si-

lefia as the invafion of an enemy, but as the

aid which an officious neighbour would lend

* 1740.

H 3 his
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his ally. Religion Jikewife, that facred preju-

dice among the vulgar, concurred in favour

of Pruffia. Two thirds of Silelia are com-

pofed of proteflants ; who, long opprefled by

Auftrian fanaticifm, looked up to the king, as

to a faviour fent from heaven.

Afcending the Oder, the firft fortrefs that is

met with is Glogau. This place is fituated on

the left fide of the river. It is of moderate

extent, and furrounded by a bad rampart, the

fmalleft part of which was of ftone. The moat

was fordable in many places : the counterfcarp

was almofl: deftroyed. As the feverity of the

feafon prevented a formal fiege, it was block-

aded ; neither indeed was the heavy artillery

come up. The court of Vienna had fent pre-

cife orders to 'Wenzel Wallis, the governor,

not to commit the firft hoftilities. He thought

that a blockade was not a fiege, and fuffered

himfelf peaceably to be cooped up in his ram-

parts. After the peace of Belgrade, the greateft

part of the Auftrian army had remained in Hun-

gary. Onhearingof the irruption of the Pruffians,

general Braun (Brown) was fent into Silefia,

where he fcarcely could affemble three thoufand

men. He attempted to feize on Breflau both

by force and artifice, but without effed;. This

city enjoyed privileges fimilar to thofc of the

Impe-
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Imperial towns. It was a fmall republic, go-

verned by its magiftrates, and was exempted

from receiving a garrifon. The love of liberty

and Lutheranifm preferved its inhabitants from

the fcourge of war. They relifted every folici-

ration of general Braun, wh© however might

at length have prevailed, had not the king

haftened his march to force him to retreat.

While this pafled, prince Leopold of Anhalt

arrived at Glogau, with fix battalions and five

fquadrons. He relieved the troops that were

at the blockade, and the king immediately de-

parted with the army grenadiers, fix battalions,

and ten fquadrons, to gain Breflau without lofs

of time. After a march of four days he came

to the gates of that capital, while marfhal Schwe-

rin, filing along the foot of the mountains, di-

rected his march by Liegnitz, Schweidnitz and

Frankenftein, to drive the enemy from that

part of Silefia.

On the firft of January, the king feized on

the fuburbs of Breflau without refiftance ; and

fent colonels Borck and Goltz to fummon the

city to furrender. Some troops, at the fame time,

paffed the Oder and cantoned at the Dome.

Thus the king was mafter of both fides of the

river, and effectually blockaded this ill-provided

city, which foon was obliged to treat. It is

H 4 farther
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farther to be obferved that, the moats of the

city being frozen, the citizens had reafon to

dread a general aflault. The zeal of the Lu-

theran religion cut (hort the tedioufnefs of ne-

gotiation. A fanatical fhoemaker brought

over the low people, infpired them with his

own enthufiafm, and raifed them in fuch num-

bers that they obliged the magiftrates to fign

an ad of neutrality with the Pruffians, and

open the city gates.

No fooner had the king entered the capital

than he difcharged all perfons in office, who

were in the fervice of the queen of Hungary.

This ftroke of authority prevented all the pri*

vate plotting which might have been pradifed,

by the old fervants of the houfe of Auftria, and

all after cabals againft the interefts of Pruffia.

That affair ended, a detachment of infantry

paffed the Oder, to attack an Auftrian garrifon

of three hundred men, in Namflau; who, a

fortnight afterward, furrendered themfelves pri-

foners of war. One regiment of foot only

was left in the fuburbs of Breflau, and the king

direded his march toward Ohlau, into which

Braun had thrown colonel Formentini, with

four hundred men. This town takes its name

from a fmall river, which runs under its walls.

It was furrounded by a bad rampart, half in

nnns.
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ruins, and a dry ditch. The caftle, which was

fomewhat ftronger, could not be taken without

artillery. While difpofitions were made for a

general affault on this paltry place, the com-

mander capitulated. The garrifon deferted at

leaving the town, and a hundred and twenty

men only remained, who with their commander

were efdorted to Neifs. The enemy had a gar-

rifon of twelve hundred men at Brieg, to block-

ade which, as well as other places, general

Kleift invcfted it with five battalions and four

fquadrons.

While the king had taken or blockaded the

fortreffes on the banks of the Oder, marfhal

Schwerin had arrived at Frankenflein, ap-

proaching the river Neiffe, which feparates

Upper and Lower Silefia. He fell in with the

dragoons of Lichtenftein, whom he drove to-

ward Ottmachau. This epifcopal caftle has a

bridge over the NeilTe. Braun, to cover and

facilitate his retreat, threw in three companies

of grenadiers. Thefe marfhal Schwerin block-

aded, and on the morrow the king joined him

with mortars, and fome twelve pounders. As

foon as the batteries were capable of playing,

major Mufflin, commander of the garrifon,

furrendered at diferetion. There was now only

the town of Neifs to take; but this by its

ftrength
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itrength was fuperior to all the others. This

place was fituated beyond the NeilTe^ fortified

by a good rampart of earth, with a moat-of

feven feet water in depth, an!d furroiinded by

low and marfiiy lands, which had been over-

flowed by Rothe, who was the governor. It

is overlooked, toward Lower Silefia, by a height

which is eight hundred paces diflant. r. ,The fe-

verity of the feafon prevented the operations of

a formal fiege. It therefore only could be taken

by affault, bombardment, or blockade. Rothe

rendered alfault impradicable ; he caufed the ice

of the moat to be broken every morning ; he

watered the ramparts which were immediately

frozen ; and he had furniflied the baftions and

curtains with quantities of beams, and fcythes,

to repel afiailants. Bombardment therefore

was attempted, and twelve hundred bombs

and three thoufand red-hot balls were thrown

in vain. The firmnefs of the commander ob-

liged the Pruflians to abandon the place, and

go into winter quarters. Colonel Camas, who

had been fent on an expedition againft Glatz,

rejoined the army ; he had failed in his at-

tempt for want of taking his meafures well.

While the Prufiians were cantoned round

Neifs, marlhal Schwerin, at the head of feven

battalions and ten fquadrons, penetrated into

Upper
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Upper Silefia. He dillodged general Braun

from J^gemdorfF, Troppau, and the caftle of

Gr^tz. The Auftrians retired into Moravia ;

the Pruflians took up their quarters behind the

Oppa, and extended as far as Jablunka, on the

frontiers of Hungary.

Count Gotter was at Vienna, while thefe

military operations were palling, where he nego-

tiated, rather in, conformity to cuftom than

with any hope of fuccefs. The haughtinefs of

his language might have intimidated any other

court than that of Charles VI. The courtiers

of the queen of Hungary proudly replied that

it was not for a prince, whofe office, in quality

of arch-chamberlain of the empire, it was to

prefent the bafon to walli the hands of the

emperor, to prefcribe laws to his daughter.

Gotter, that he might not be outdone by Au-

ftrian oftentation, had the boklnefs to fhow the

grand duke a letter, which the king had writ-

ten to him, in which were thefe words :

—

If the grand duke will feek deftrudlion let

him.’* The fortitude of the duke feemed

(haken. Count Kinlky, chancellor of Bohe-

mia, the moll haughty man of this fupercilious

court, took up the converfation, treated every

propolition of count Gotter as injurious to the

fuccelTors of the Csefars, reanimated the grand

duke.
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duke, and contributed more than all the other

minifters to break off this negotiation.

Europe was amazed at the unexpeded inva-

lion of Silefia. Some accufed it of being the

flourifh of levity ; others regarded it as the en-

terprize of frenzy. Robinfon, the Englifh am-

baflador, who refided at Vienna, afErmed that

the king of Pruffia deferved political excom-

munication.

At the fame time that count Gotter departed

for Vienna, the king fent general Winterfeld

into Ruffia. He there found the marquis of

Botta, who fuftained the interells of the court

of Vienna with all the warmth of his charadler.

The good fenfe of the Pomeranian however

was, on this occafion, fuperior to the fagacity

of the Italian. Winterfeld, by the credit of

marfhal Munich, concluded a defenfive alli-

ance between Ruffia and Pruffia. This was an

event as advantageous as could have been de»

fired, under fuch critical circumftances.

After the troops had entered into winter-

quarters, the king left Silefia, and came to

Berlin, to make the requifite preparations for

the next campaign. A reinforcement of ten

battalions and twenty-five fquadrons was fent

to the army ; and, as the intentions of the

Saxons and Hanoverians appeared to be equi-

vocal.
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vocal, it was determined to aflemble thirty bat-

lalions and forty fquadrons near Brandenbourg,

under the command of the prince of Anhalt,

to obferve the conduft of thefe neighbouring

powers. The prince chofe Genthin as the moft

proper place for his encampment, and where

he might equally keep both Saxons and Hano-

verians in check. Moft fovereigns ftill re-

mained in a ftate of uncertainty ; they could

not forefee the approaching cataftrophe. The

embafly of count Gotter to Vienna, at the very

time that the Pruflian troops made an irruption

into Silefia, was to them enigmatical ; and they

were endeavouring to divine whether Pruflia

was the ally or the enemy of the queen of

Hungary.

Of all the powers of Europe, France was

undoubtedly the moft proper to affift the Pruf-

lians, in their conqueft. The French had fo

many reafons to be the enemies of the Awflrians

that their interefts muft lead them to declare

themfelves the friends of the king. That he

might found the coaft, he wrote to cardinal de

Fleuri ; and, though he touched but lightly on

affairs, he faid enough to be underftood. The
cardinal fpoke plainer in his reply He an-

In a letter dated at Iffi, January 35, i74t»

fwered
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fwered without difguife— That the guarantee

of the Pragmatic fandtion granted by Louis

XV. to the emperor, was no tie upon the

former, becaufe of the claufeJave and except

the claims of a third

:

that, farther, the late

emperor had not fulfilled the principal article

of the treaty, by which he had undertaken

to procure to France the guarantee of the

empire for the treaty of Vienna/’ The re-

mainder of the letter contained an angry de-

clamation againft the ambition of England, a

panegyric on France, and on the advantages

which might refuk from her alliance, with a

detail of the reafons that might induce the elec-

tors to place the elector of Bavaria on the Im-

perial throne. The king continued this corre-

fpondence ; he (hewed the cardinal the fincerc

defire he had to ally himfelf to the mod chrif-

tian king, and aflured him of every facility,

which fhould depend upon himfelf, promptly to

terminate this negotiation.

Sweden wifhed to play a part in the rifing

troubles. She was the ally of France ; and, at

the infligation of that power, had fent a body of

troops into Finland, under the command of ge-

neral Buddenbrock. This, having infpired

Ruflia with jealoufy, accelerated the alliance the

2. latter
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latter made with Pruffia. But that alliance was

no fooner formed than in danger of being de*

ftroyed. The king of Poland had fent the

handfome count Lynar to Peterfburg. This

ambaffador pleafed the princefs of Mecklen-

burg, the regent of Ruflia ; and, as the paffions

greatly influence the deliberations of the under-

ftanding, the regent was prefently on good

terms with the king of Poland. This amour

might have become as fatal to Pruflia, as that

of Paris and the beauteous Helen had been to

Troy. Its effeds were prevented by a revolu-

tion, which we fliall relate in its place.

The greateft enemies of the king were, as

ufual, his neareffc neighbours. The kings of

' Poland and England, who relied upon the in-

trigues which Lynar carried on in Ruflia, con-

cluded between them an offenfive alliance ; by

which they divided the Pruflian provinces.

Their imagination fattened on that prey ; and,

while they declaimed againfl: the ambition of a

youthful prince, they were already enjoying his

fpoils, in the hope that Ruflia and the princes of

the empire would concur, in giving fuccefs to

their own avidity. The court of Vienna ought

to have feized this moment to have come to an

accommodation with the king. Had it then

ceded the dutchy of Glogan, he would have been

fatisfied.
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fatisfied, and would have affifted this court

againft its other enemies ; but it feldom hap*

pens that the compliances or refufals of men

are well timed. The fignal for war was given

to Europe. Minifters were every where found-

ing, negotiating, and intriguing, to arrange

their parties and form alliances ; but the troops

of no power were ready ; none were provided

with magazines ; and the king profited by this

crifis, to execute his grand proieds.

HE reinforcement for the army in Silefia

arrived at Schweidnitz in the month of

February. The Auftrians on their part alfo

prepared for war. They releafed marfhal Neu-

perg from the prifons of Brunn, where he had

been detained ever fince the peace of Belgrade,

to confide to him the command of that army

which was to reconquer Silefia. The marfhal

aflembled his troops in the environs of Olmutz,

and fent general Lentulus, with a detachment,

to occupy the defiles ofthe principality of Glatz,

CHAP. III.

Campaign of 1741. Negotiations for Peace, TIo^

mage of Brejlau, Return to Berlin,

by
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by which Lentulas found himfelf able to cover

Bohemia, and join the army of Neuperg in its

meditated operations on the Neiffe. The Au-

ftrian huffars already preluded war ; they flipt

in between the Pruffian polls, and endeavoured

to carry olf fmall parties and intercept convoys.

Some trifling fkirmifhes pall, which ail were as

favourable to the infantry as they were unfa-

vourable to the cavalry of the king.

Arriving in Silefia, the king propofed to viflt

all his quarters, that he might inform himfelf

concerning a country with which he was unac-

quainted* For this purpofe he left Schweidnitz,

and came to Frankenllein. General Derfchau,

who commanded in that part, had advanced two

polls further. The one was at Silberberg, and

the other at Wartha, both in the defiles of the

mountains. The king wilhed to vilit them ;

the enemy got intelligence of this, and attempt-

ed to take him. By millake they fell oil an ef-

cort of dragoons, polled in relay near the vil-

lage of Baumgarten, between Silberberg and

Frankenllein, Colonel Ditfort^ who com-

manded that efcort, was too ignorant to

manoeuvre with advantage againll light troops *

he was beaten and loll forty horfemen. A firing

was heard at Wartha. The king, who was there,

hallily affembled fome troops, to fly to the aid

VOL* I. PART I. I of
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of his dragoons, who were at a mile’s diftance ;

but he arrived after all was over. It was a

thoughtlefs ad of the fovereign to become an

adventurer fo ill accompanied. ‘Had the king

been taken prifoner, on this occalion, the war

had been ended ; the Auftrians would have

been triumphant without a blow ; the P ruffian

infantry, excellent as it was, would have be-

come ufelefs, and all the great projeds of the

king would have vanifhed.

The nearer the opening of the campaign ap-»

proached the more ferious was the afped of

affairs. The fpies were unanimous in their re-

ports that Auftrians ftrengthened themfelves in

their pofts ; that new troops were arriving ; and

that they meditated the furprife of the Pruffians,

in their quarters, either by penetrating through

Glatz or Zuckmantel. A hundred dragoons

’and three hundred Auftrian huffars threw them-

felves into Neifs, about the fame period. This

was a fufficient indication of the defigns of the

enemy, and was the reafon that the king gave

orders to narrow his quarters. He ought im-

mediately to have aflembled his troops ; but he

was inexperienced, and this was properly his

firft campaign.

Marck.

The
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The feafon was not fufEciently advanced to

convert the blockade of Glogau and that of

Brieg into fieges. A projed however was

formed fuddenly to feize on Glogau, and prince

Leopold of Anhalt was ordered to put it in exe-

cution, without lofs of time. On the 9th of

March, the town was at once attacked in five

different parts, and taken in lefs than an hour.

The very cavalry freed the ramparts, fo ruinous

were the works. Not ahoufe was pillaged, not

a citizen was infulted ^ and Pruffian difcipline

flione in all its glory. Wallis and his whole

garrifon were made prifoners of war. A new-

raifed Pruffian regiment was put in pofTefTion,

the works w^ere inftantly begun to be repaired,

and prince Leopold, with the corps he com-

manded, joined the king at Schweidnitz.

The taking of Glogau was not all. The
troops were too much fcattered to be able,

in cafe of neceffity, to unite. Thofe quarters

efpecially which marfhal Schwerin occupied, in

Upper Silefia, occafioned the mofl inquietude.

The king wiflied the marlhal to colled them,

and fall back toward the Neiffe, where the king

would join him with all the forces of Lower

Silefia. Schwerin was not of this opinion ; he

wrote that, if he might be reinforced, he would

engage to maintain his quarters till the fpring.

I a For
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For once, the king put more faith in his niar-

ilial than in himfelf. His credulity had nearly

become fatal to him ; and, as if it were necef-

fary he fhould add error to error, he put himfelf

at the head of eight fquadrons and nine bat-

talions, to repair to Jacgerndorff. He came

up with the marfhal at Neuftadt. What

news of the enemy —was the firft queflion.

I have none,’’ replied the marfhal ; except

that the Auflrian troops are difperfed along

the frontiers, from Hungary as far as Braunau,

in Bohemia ; and I expert the return of my
fpies every moment.” The king arrived at

Jtegerndorff on the morrow, and his intention

was to depart the next day, to open the trenches

before Neifs, where marllial Kalckftein waited

his coming, with ten battalions and as many

fquadrons. The duke of Holflein, who was

then at Frankenflein, was alfo to join the king^‘

with feven battalions and four fquadrons.

At the very moment ofthe king’s departure

and while he was giving his lafl orders, as

well to the marfhal as to prince Leopold, feven

Auflrian dragoons arrived. The information

thefe deferters gave was, that they had quitted

the army at Freudenthal, which is only a mile

Apiil 2d.

and
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and a half from J^gerndorfF ; that their cavalry

was there encamped ; and that it waited the ar-

rival of the infantry, and the artillery, to tra-

verfe the P ruffian quarters, and oblige them to

raife the blockade of Neifs. Skirmiffiing at

this very inftant was heard before the town, and

every body believed the van-guard of general

Neuperg was on the point of invefting J^gern-

dorff. There were only five battalions in this

unfortunate place, five three pounders, and

fufficient powder for forty charges. The fitu-

ation would have been defperate, had N euperg

known how to profit by occafion ; but the moun-

tain brought forth a moufe. The enemy wifhed

to know if the Pruffians were flill in their quar-

ters ; and, for this purpofe, they fent their light

troops to fkirmifli before each town, in order

to bring their reports to the officers.

The defign of the enemy being manifefl, the

king did not hefitate a moment to alTemble the

army. The troops of Lower Silefia had orders

to pafs the NeifTe at Sorge, and thofe of Upper

Silefia to join the king at JsegerndorfF. On the

fourth of April, the king left Neufladt, with

all thefe corps colledied, keeping pace with the

enemy’s army, that marched by Zuckmantel

and Ziegeuhals toward Neifs. On the mor-

I 3 row
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row * he inclined toward Steinau, a mile diftant

from Sorge, where he had conftruded bridges

over the NeifTe. The blockade of Brieg muft

be raifed, and general Kleift received orders to

join the army with his detachment. The duke

of Holftein had like orders fent to him repeat-

edly ; thofe who were fent with them could not

deliver their meflage, and he remained in great

tranquillity at Frankcnftein, feeing the enemy

pafs on his right and his left, without in the

lead troubling himfeif. Deferters from the

Auftrian army arrived at Steinau, who affirmed

that general Lentulus had the fame day joined

marflial Neuperg, near Neifs. On receiving

this news, the Pruflian quarters were contraded

immediately round Steinau, and the king chofe

a pofh where he might give the enemy a proper

reception, in cafe the Prnfiians were attacked.

To heighten vexation, the quarters at Steinau

took fire during the night; and it was only

by good fortune that the artillery and ammuni-

tion were faved, dragged through narrow flreets,

the houfes of which were all in fiames. The

troops pafiTed the night under arms, on the

ground which the king had chofen for his camp.

On the morrow -j- this fmall corps, of thirteen

* April 5th, f April 6th*

battalions
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battalions and fifteen fquadrons, after a fatiguing

march, arrived at Falckenberg, where informa-

tion was received that colonel Stechow, who

covered the bridge of Sorge with four battalions,

had feen a large body of the enemy, fortifying

themfelves on the other fide of the river, and

who even kept up a warm fire on the Pruflians.

Prince Charles marched thither immediately,

with four battalions, and fent the king word

that Lentulus was on the oppofite fliore of the

Neiffe, with fifty fquadrons, and rendered the

pafiage abfolutely impradicable ; becaufe that

the ground was too confined. The dire6tion of

marching mufl: therefore be changed. The route

to Michelau was taken, where there is another

bridge over the Neiffe ; where general Marwitz

already was, with the troops affembled from the

quarters of Schweidnitz and the blockade of

Brieg. The bridge of Sorge was raifed without

lofs of time ; and in the evening all thefe dif-

ferent corps joined the king.

On the morrow *, the army croffed the

Neiffe at Michelau, intending to march to

Grotkau. A courier who had paffed that town

brought difpatches to the king, fo that he had

no fufpicions. A very heavy fnow fell and

* April 8th.

I 4 terrupted
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tcrrupted the light, fo as to prevent the difcem^

meat of objects. The march was continued.

The hulTars of the van-guard entered the vil-

lage of Leipe, which is on the road ; and, with-

out knowing it, fell in with a regiment of the

enemy’s huifars, who were there cantoned. The

P ruffians took forty of the enemy, fome on foot

others on horfeback; and from them intelli-

gence v/as gained that, half an hour before,

I^euperg had taken Grotkau. A lieutenant,

pamed Mitzfchefahl, had commanded there,

with fi^;ty men, and defended himfelf for the

fpace of three hours againft the whole Auftrian

army. The deferters further depofed that the

^nemy, on the morrow, would march to Ohlau,

to take the heavy artillery which had there been

depofited by the king.

On this news the different columns of the

army, which were all on the march, were af-

fembled. The king feparated them into four

divifions, and cantoned them in four villages,

pach ftifficiently near to the other for the army

p be affembled, at the given rendezvous, in

lefs than an hour. The king took up his quar-

ters in the villages of Pogrel and Alfen, front

vyhich he difpatched various officers to the gar-

rifon of Ohlau, to inform them of his approach,

^nd to draw to himfelf two regiments of cuiraf-

fiers;^
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fiers, who had lately arrived in thefe parts.

None of the officers could get thither, becaufc

of the enemy's parties, that infefted the country.

The next day, the fnow was fo heavy that ob-

je6ts at twenty paces diftance fcarcely could be

diflinguiflied. Intelligence however was re-

ceived that the enemy had approached Brieg.

Had the bad weather continued, the difficulties

of the Pruffians muft have increafed. Provi^

lions began to be fcarce. Ohlau was to be fuc-

coured ; and, in cafe of misfortune, there was no

pUce of retreat : but chance fupplied the want

of prudence.

On the morrow, the i oth ofApril, the weather

appeared clear and ferene ; and, though the

fnow was two feet deep, there were no obftacles

to oppofe any undertaking. The army was

affembled, at five in the morning, near the mill

of Pogrel. It confided of twenty-feven batta-

lions, twenty-nine fquadrons of cavalry, and

three of huflars. It began its march in five co-

lumns. The artillery was in the center; the two

next were columns of infantry ; and the two

wings of cavalry. The king knew that the

cavalry of the enemy was fuperiour to that of

the Pruffians, to obviate which inconvenience

he placed two battalions of grenadiers between

the fquadrons of each wing. This was the did

pofition
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pofition made by Guftavus Adolphus, at the

battle of Lutzen, and which, according to all

appearances, will never more be pra6lifed. In

this order the army advanced toward the enemy,

following the road which leads to Ohlau.

General Rottembourg, who led the van-

guard, paffing near the village of Pampitz,

took fome twenty prifoners, who confirmed the

intelligence which the peafants of the village

of Molwitz had come to give the king ; which

was that the enemy’s army was cantoned in

Molwitz, Grunigen, and Hiineren.

As foon as the columns came within about

two thoufand paces of Molwitz,. the army ex-

tended itfelf in order of battle, though there

was no appearance of an enemy in the field.

The right was to be fupported by the village

of Herrendorif. Schulenbourg, who com-

manded the cavalry of that wing, took his mea-

fures fo aukwardly that he did not arrive tliere.

The left was fupported by the rivulet of

Lauchwitz, the banks of which are marfhy and

deep. As the cavalry of the right however

had not left fufficient room for the infantry,

three battalions were obliged to be withdrawn

from the firft line, ‘ of which by fame lucky

chance a flank was formed, to cover the right

of the two lines of infantry. This difpofition

was
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was die principal caufc of vidory. The baggage

was flowed near the village of Pampitz, about a

mile behind the lines, and it was covered by

the regiment of La Motte, which juft then

joined the army Rottembourg wirh the van-

guard approached Molwitz, which he faw the

Auftrians leaving. He ought to have attacked

them in this diforder, if he had not received

precife orders not to engage ; he therefore re-

turned with his corps to the right wing, of

which it was a part.

It may appear farprifmg that an experienced

general, like marfhal Neuperg, fhould fuffer

himfelf to be furprifed in any fuch manner. He
however was excufable. He had given orders,

to different officers of huffars, to fcour the

country, efpecially toward Brieg. Whether it

were the refult of indolence or negligence, thefe

officers did not do their duly, and the marflial

had no intelligence of the approach of the

king, till he faw his army in order of bat-

tle facing his cantonments. Neuperg was

obliged to arrange his troops while played upon

by the Pruffian artillery, which was ferved with

promptitude and care. The right wing of

his cavalry, under the command of R^mer,

From Oppeln,

arrived
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arrived the firft. This intelligent and deter-

mined officer faw that the right wing of the

Pruffians was nearer Molwitz than the left, and

faw that, if he kept his poft, Neuperg rilked

the lofs of the battle, before the left of his

cavalry could come up ; therefore, without

waiting for orders, he refolved to attack the

right of the Pruffians. Schulenbourg, to gain

the village of Herrendorff, made an ill-con-

ceived quarter wheel to the right, by fquadrons.

R^mer faw this, and without forming attacked

the wing that Schulenbourg commanded full

fpeed, in a column. The thirty fquadrons of

the queen’s troops, led by him, immediately

overturned the ten Pruffian fquadrons, each of

which prefented its left fiank. This routed

cavalry, paffing by and between the lines of

infantry, would have totally broken them, had

they not fired upon the fugitives, which fire at

the fame time repulfed the enemy. Rsemer

was killed ; but, what may furprife every mili-.

tary man was that, the two battalions of grena-

diers, who had been placed between the fqua-

drons of the right, fingly maintained their

ground, and joined the right of the infantry in

good order.

The king, who thought he might rally ca-

valry as he would ftop a pack of hounds, was

carried
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carried away in their route to the center of the

army, where he accomplillied the rallying of

fome fquadrons, which he led to the right.

They were obliged to attack the Auftrians in

their turn ; but thefe beaten and haftily-col-

ledled troops did not long make head. They

difbanded, and Schulenbourg perilhed in the

charge. The vidorious cavalry then falling on

the right flank of the Pruffian infantry, where

as we have faid the three battalions that could

not enter into the firfl line were placed, made

three vigorous attacks on this infantry. The

Auftrian officers fell wounded among the ranks;

the enemy’s horfemen were difmounted by the

bayonet ; and the bravery of the infantry re*

pelled the Auftrians, who loft many men.

Marfhal Neuperg feized this moment. His

infantry was in motion to attack the right of the

Pruffians,unfupported by cavalry. Seconded by

the Auftrian horfe, he made incredible efforts to

break the ranks of the Pruffians, but ineffec-

tually. This brave infantry refifted attacks like

a rock, and by their fire deftroyed many of the

enemy.

The left of the Pruffians was in lefs danger.

This wing which they had refufed the enemy,

was fupported by the rivulet of Lauchwitz.

Beyond this marlh the king’s cavalry had

z charged
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charged that of the queen, and was vidforious^

The fire of the infantry on the right, however,

continued for nearly five hours to be very hot

;

the foldiers began to want ammunition, and

robbed the cartridge boxes of the dead, in

order to obtain powder. The crifis was fo

great that the oldeft: officers thought there was

no refource, and forefaw the approaching mo-

ment when this corps, deprived of ammunition,

would be obliged to yield to the enemy. So

however did it not happen, and this ought to

teach young commanders not to defpair too

foon ; for the infantry not only maintained its

ground, but gained upon the enemy. Marflial

Schwerin, who perceived this, made a motion

with his left which he brought upon the right

flank of the Auftrians. This motion was the

fi glial of vidlory, and of the enemy’s defeat.

The rout was total. Night prevented the

Pruffians from purfuing their advantages far-

ther than the village of Lauchwitz.

Ten fqnadrons from Ohlaii now arrived, but

too late. The caufeway which they had to pafs

had been barred by the Auftrian huffars, who

long had flopped them there, and who did nqt

abandon the place till they faw their army routed.

This battle cofi: the queen of Hungary a hun-

dred and eighty officers, and feven thoufand

horfe
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iiorfe and foot, killed. The enemy loft feven

pieces of <:annon, three ftandards, and twelve

hundred men taken prifoners. The Pruffians

-enumerated two thoufand five hundred dead,

=among whom was the margrave Frederic, coulin

of the king, and three thoufand wounded.

The firft battalion of guards fuftained the prin-

cipal effort of the enemy, loft half its officers,

and, of eight hundred men, had only a hundred

and eighty capable of ferving that remained.

The battle was one of the moft memorable

of the prefent century ; becaufe that two fmall

armies then decided the fate of Silefia, and

becaufe the troops of the king there acquired

that fame of which they never can be deprived,

either by time or envy.

The reader muft no doubt have remarked, in

the relation of the opening of this campaign,

that it is difficult to fay who committed the

moft faults, the king or marfhal Neuperg. If

the projeds of the Auftrian general were fupe-

rior, execution was in favour of the Pruffians.

The plan of the marlhai was judicious and
wife. By entering Silefia he feparated the

king’s quarters, penetrated to Neifs, where
Lentulus joined him, and was on the point not

only of feizing .the royal artillery, but of carry-

ing the Pruffian magazines.at Brellau, the only

^ maga-
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magazines of which they were polTefled. Bilt

the marfhal might have furprifed the king at

JagerndorfF, and by this lingle ftroke have

terminated the war ; he might from Neifs have

carried the corps of the duke of Holftein,

which was cantoned only at the diftance of a

mile '*. Had he been a little more adtive he

might have prevented the king from paffing

I the Neifle at Michelau. From Grotkau he

ought to have marched day and night to take

Ohlau, and cut off the king from Breflau.

Inftead of feizing thefe opportunities, by an

unpardonable fecurity, he fuffered himfelf to

be furprifed, and was beaten chiefly in confer

quence of his own fault.

The king afforded flill greater caufe for

cenfure. He received timely intelligence of

the plan of the enemy, to prevent which he

took no fufficient meafures, Inftead of march-

ing to JagerndorfF, by which he flill more di-

vided his troops, he ought immediately to have

afFembled his whole army, and to have placed

it in clofe cantonments, in the neighbourhood

of Neifs. He fufFered the duke of Holftein

to be cut off, and put himfelf to the neceflity

* The word mile frequently occurs, and it is to be pre-

fumed it always fignifics a German mile, which contain}

fvom four to fix, or feven miles Englifti. T.
of
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of fighting in a fituation from which, had mif-

fortune come, he could not retreat; and in

which he rilked the lofs of his army, and being

himfelf taken. Being come to Molwitz, where

the enemy was cantoned, inftead of immediately

preffing his march, to feparate the cantonments

of the queen’s troops, he loft two hours in me*

thodically forming before the village, where

there was no appearance of an enemy. Had
he only attacked the village of Molwitz, he

had taken the whole Auftrian infantry, in much

the fame manner as twenty>four French bat-

talions were taken at Blindheim : but he pof-

feifed only marQial Schwerin, in his whole

army, who was a man of genius, and an expe-

rienced general. His troops had all poflible

good will, but they were acquainted only with

the inferior parts of war ; and having never

been in adion, they durft only creep, fearful of

being decifive. The real falvation of the Pruf-

fians was their bravery and their difcipline.

Molwitz was the fchool of the king, and of his

foldiers : he made profound refledions on all

the faults he had committed, and endeavoured

to corred himfelf in future.

The dvike of Holftein had an opportunity of

ftriking a grand ftroke ; but occafions on him
were loft. Not having received any orders

VOL. I. PART I. K from
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from the king, he had marched, without very

well knowing why, from Ottmachau to Strehlen*

Here he was on the very day of battle, and

heard the firing of the two armies. On the

nth the flying Auftrian troops palTed within a

mile of his pod. He might have deftroyed the

remainder, but for want of being able to form

any refolution, he left an open field to marfhal

Neuperg, who alTembled the fugitives on the

other fide of the town of Neifs^ and the duke

of Holftein very contentedly joined the king’s

army near Ohlau. After this jundfion, and the

arrival of other reinforcements, the whole army

confided of forty-three battalions, fixty-fix

fquadrons of cavalry, and three of huffars.

In order to profit by the vidlory, it was re-

folved to undertake the fiege of Brieg. Marfhal

Kalckdein was charged with the conduft of

this fiege, and the army of the king encamped

near Molwitz, to cover his operations. Eight

days after the trenches were opened the gover-

nor Piccolomini capitulated, before the covered

way was carried, or before any breach had been

made in the works. The army remained three

weeks encamped at Molwitz, to afford time to

fill up the trenches, and revidual Brieg, the

ammunition of which had all been expended.

The king profited by this inaftivity to exercife

his
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his cavalry, to teach it to manoeuvre, and to

change its heavinefs into celerity. It was often

fent in divilions that the olScers might learn to

take advantage of the ground, and acquire

greater confidence in themfelves.

At this time AYinterfeld, who had negotiated

an alliance in Ruflia, performed fo remarkable

an adtion, at the head of a detachment, that he

obtained the reputation of being as good an

officer as he was a negotiator. He furprifed

and beat general Baranay, at Rothfchlot, and

took three hundred prifoners. As the Pruffians

enjoyed the countenance of the country, they

obtained the bed intelligence, which in a par-

tifan war procured them various advantages.

We fliall not, however, relate all fimilar fmall

adions ; for inftance, of the manner in which

the Auftrians ruined, near Leubus, a new-raifed

regiment of huffars of Bandemer, took about

a hundred Ulans near Strehlen, and burnt

Zobten, or how the Pruffians beat them at

Friedwalde, and in other rencontres ; for it is

not our intention to write a hiftory of the huf-

fars, but of the conquefl of Silefia.

The battle by which this conqueil was almoft

decided occafioned very different fenfations

throughout Europe. The court of Vienna, in

expeclation of fuccefs, was irritated and enraged

K z at
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at its Ioffes. In hope of obtaining revenge it

drew troops, and a numerous militia, from

Hungary, with which it reinforced mardial

Neuperg. The kings of England and Poland

began to refped the army commanded by the

prince of Anhalt, which at firfl they had con-

temned. The empire ftood amazed, as it were,

to learn that the Auftrian veterans had been

defeated by fuch raw foldiers. France was de

lighted at the news of this vidory ; its court

flattered itfelf that, by taking part in the war, it

fliould in time be able to give the laft blow to

the houfe of Auftria. In confequence of this

favourable difpofition, marfhal de Belleifle, am-

baffador from France, to the diet of eleftion,

which then fat at Frankfort, came to the camp*,

and propofed a treaty of alliance, on the

part of his mafter, to the king ; the principal

articles of which related to the ^eledion of the

eledor of Bavaria, the difmemberment and

divifion of the provinces of the queen of Hun-

gary, and the guarantee which France promifed

for Lower Sileha, on condition that the king

would renounce the fucceflion of the dutchics

of Juliers and Berg, and promife his vote for

the eledor of Bavaria. A flcetch was made of

* At Molwitz.

this
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this treaty ; and it was further ftipulated that

France fliould fend two armies into the empire,

one of which fhould march to fuccour the

eledlor of Bavaria, and the other eftablifh itfelf

in Weftphalia, to keep both the Hanoverians

and Saxons in awe s and finally that, in pre-

ference to all things, Sweden fliould declare war

on Ruflia, to give the latter employment in the

protection of its own frontiers.

Advantageous as this treaty appeared, it was

not figned. The king would not be too preci-

pitate, in affairs of fuch grand confequence,

and he referved to himfelf the liberty of acced-

ing to it as a laft refource. Marflial de Belleifie

indulged his imagination too often. Liftening

to him, it might have been fuppofed that all

the provinces of the queen of Hungary were

put up to auction. One day, in company with

the king, appearing to be more thoughtful and

abfent than ufual, the king afked him if he had

received any difagreeable news. None,^’ re-

plied the marfhal, but I am embarraffed to

know what we (hall do with Moravia.” The
king propofed it (hould be given to Saxony,

that by this lure the king of Poland might be

drawn into the grand alliance. The marfhal

thought the idea admirable, and afterward put

it in execution.

K 3 The.
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The negotiations of Pruffia were not confined

to France alone ; they extended to Holland,

England, and throughout all Europe. The

king having thrown out fome propofitions in a

letter which he wrote to the king of England,

the latter replied that it was true his engage-

ments obliged him to maintain the fucceflion of

Charles VI. entire, and that it was with pain he

beheld any interruption of the good intelli-

gence which had fubfifted between the Pruffians

and Auftrians ; that however he would willingly

interpofe, if his mediation could produce a re-

conciliation between the two courts. He fent

IokI Hyndford as ambaffador from England,

and the fieur Schwichelt as Hanoverian envoy.

Thefe two negotiators, though in the fervice of

the fame prince, had received very different

jnftru(5tions. The Hanoverian required that

the neutrality of his mafter fhould be purchafed

by a guarantee of the bifbopricks of Hildefheim,

Ofnabruck, and of the balliages which were

mortgaged to him in Mecklenbourg. A coun-

ter-proje6t was given him in which the interefts

of Pruffia were better managed. Hyndford

offered the interpofition of his mafter, to engage

the queen of Hungary to cede fome principali-

ties of Lower Silefia ; but all formal negotiation

on thefe points was eluded, till inftrudions were

fil-ft
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fir ft received relative to the dirpofitions of the

court of Vienna. Thcfe minifters were in the

king’s camp, and it feemed fingular that lord

Hyndford gave greater umbrage to Schwichelt

than marfhal de Belleifle ; and ftill more lingu-

lar that the Hanoverian Ihould, as he did,

moft efpecially recommend his negotiations to

be kept fecret from the Englilli ambalTador.

Thefe Englifti and Hanoverians, who flat-

tered the king in his camp, wiflied only to lull

him into fecurity. They did not a6t thus in

the other courts of Europe. In Ruflia, the

Englilli minifter. Finch, fecretly promoted

war. The intrigues of Botta, and the charms

of the handfome Lynar, were the deftruc-

tion of the brave Munich. The prince of

Brunfwic, general in chief of Ruflia, incited by

his grandmother, by the emprefs dowager, and

by thofe foreign minifters, who were fo many

firebrands, would have engaged RuflTia to de-

clare immediate war againft Pruflia. Troops

were already alTembling in Livonia, of which

the king was informed, and this it was which

made him fufped the Englilh, whofe duplicity

he difcovered. Their intrigues had, in like

manner, extorted a letter from the grand Pen-

fionary of Holland which exhorted the king

* Prcfented by Ginkcl, June 15.

K 4 to
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to withdraw his troops from Silelia. Thefe

various machinations of the Englifh, and efpe-

cially what was forefeen in Ruflia, finally de-

termined the king to fign the treaty with France,

on the conditions which had been fiipulated by

marflial de Belleifle. The two following arti-

cles were added—That the French fhould be-

gin their operations before the end of Auguft

;

and that this treaty fiiould be kept fecret till

its publication could not be prejudicial to the

interefts of Pruflia.

No time was loft in concluding the alliance

;

expedition was neceftary ; the ill will of the

Ruftians began to be apparent. Six thoufand

Danes, and fix thoufand Heffians, to whorn

England granted fublidies, were added to the

Hanoverian forces who had been encamped

ever fince the month of April. The Saxons

were alfo preparing, and it was in agitation to

join their troops to thofe of Hanover. Time,

therefore, only could be gained till fuccours

fhould arrive from France, by amufing as much

as poflible lord Flyndford, and the fieur Schwi-

chelt, that they might not even fufped the

treaty which had been figned. In this the king

and his minifters were fo fuccefsful that the

negotiation with thefe ambafladors, which ap-

peared ahyays on the point of conclufion, conti-

nually
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nually found fome new impediment, which ob-

liged lord Hyndford to fend for more ample in-

ftrudions from his court. It was ever near an

end but never ended.

The camp of the king feemed to have be-

come a congrefs ; but the army was put in mo«

tion, and recovered a nailitary air. No fooner

was Brieg revidlualled than the army marched

to encamp near Grotkau. Marfhal Neuperg was

three miles diftant from that place, behind the

townofNeifs, and in an impenetrable camp.

The Pruffian camp was changed for the conve-

nience of fubfiftence ; the army occupied the

heights of Strehlen, from whence, by approach-

ing Brellau, it might draw provifions, and dry

fodder the horfe the reft of the campaign. In

this poft it was at an equal diftance from Brieg

and Schweidnitz*, and covered all the Lower

Silefia. Advantage was taken, of the eight weeks

which it remained in this pofition, to recruit the

infantry, and remount the cavalry ; which was

performed with fp much fuccefs that the army

had not been more cornplete than it then was

fince it had taken the field.

While the king was thus employed in ren-

dering his army more formidable, marfhal Neu-

perg was conceiving plans which would have

been dangerous had time been left him to put

them
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them in execution. We do not fuppofe it will

be here unfealbnable to relate in what manner

the king difcovcred thefe plans. In Breflau

there was a confiderable number of old ladies,

natives of Auftria and Bohemia, who long had

been fettled in Silefia. They had relations at

Vienna and Prague, fome of whom fcrved in

the army of Neuperg. Auftrian pride, and the

fanaticifm of the Romifli religion, augmented

their attachment to the queen of Hungary.

They ached with anger at the very name of

Pmflia; they caballed in fecret, intrigued, and

held a correfpondence with the army of the

marlhal, by the intervention of monks and

priefts who became their emiflaries, and were

informed of all the defigns of the enemy. To
ftrengthen their party, thefe women had ap-

pointed what they called their fittings, which

were aflTemblies held almoft every evening, and

where they communicated their intelligence^

and deliberated on the means that might be

employed to expel an army of heretics out of

Silefia, and deftroy all fuch mifereants. The

king gained intelligence of the chief things

which pafled in thefe congregations, and he

fpared no pains to introduce an infidious filler

into their aflTemblies, who, under the pretence

of
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of hatred to the Pruffians, fhould find a wel-

come, and inform him of all their plots.

It was by this channel that intelligence was

obtained that marfhal Neuperg propofed by his

motions to draw the king from Breflau, to re-

turn thither himfelf by forced marches, and, by

the aid of the information he obtained, to feize

on that capital. This would be to take from

the Prufiians all their magazines, and at the

fame time to cut off their communication with

the eledlorate, which they enjoyed on the Oder*

It was immediately determined to foreftal the

enemy, at all events ; and, with refped to Bref-

lau, to break that neutrality which the magi-

ftrates themfelves had made more than one at-

tempt to infringe. To effed this, the fyndics

and IherifFs the moft attached to the houfe of

Auftria were fent for to the camp of the king.

The foreign minifters were at the fame time

invited thither, that their perfons might not be

expofed to any diforders which the furprife

might occafion. Some battalions were de-

tached, which, by different routes, arrived in the

fuburb *. A paffage through the city was de-

manded for a regiment. While it entered by

one gate a cart made a delay at another. Thre^

Augufl the 7th.

battalions
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battalions and five fquadrons profited by this to

glide into the city. The infantry occupied the

ramparts and fquares, and took charge of the

gates ; the cavalry cleared the principal ftreets

;

in lefs than an hour all was quiet. Neither

diforder, pillage, nor murder was committed.

The citizens paid homage. Three battalions

continued in garrifon and the remainder re-

joined the army. Marlhal Neuperg, who did

not fufpecl he w'as difcov ered, had marched

towai'd Frankenftein, in the hope that the king

would immediately fall upon Neifs, and that

lie then might execute his defign on Breflau

;

biit> perceiving that his projed had failed, he

wiilied to confole himfelf by carrying the ma-

gazine which the PrufTians had at Schweidnitz.

In this likewife he was difappointed, by being

prevented. The van-guard of the king arrived

at the time that his van was at Reichenbacli.

The Auflrians beat their way back, and retired

toward Frankenifein.

The king was joined at Reichenbacli by new

levies, confiding of ten fquadrons of dragoons,

and thirteen of hufTars. The marlhal had chofeii

his poiition judicioufly : he maintained a com-

munication with the fortrefs of Neifs, by

* General J^Iarwitz was appointed governor.

Patfeb.kau ;
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Patfchkau ;
drew fubfiftence out of Bohemia,

by Glatz ; and foraged a country which he

could not preferve. His right was fupported

at Frankenftein, his left on the hills not far from

Silberberg, arid two rivulets covered his front,

and fecured all approaches. Difficulties did

but animate the king j he wilhed to have the

honour of making the Auftrians decamp, and

driving them into Upper Silefia. But before

we come to this operation, it will not be amifs

hrft to call a glance on what was paffing in other

parts of Europe.

The queen of Hungary then began to fee

the perils by which flie was menaced. The

French paffed the Rhine and coafted the Da-

nube, making long marches. Fear caufed her

pride to abate. She difpatched Mr. Robinfon,

the Englifh ambaffiador at her court, to make

fome propofals of accommodation. Robinfon,

affiuming a haughty tone, informed the king that

the queen wiihed to forget the paft ; that (lie

offered him Limbourg, Spaniffi Guelderland,

and two millions of crowns to liquidate his pre-

tenfions on Silelia ; on condition that he would

make peace, and that his troops fhould incef-

fantly evacuate that dutchy.

This ambaffiador was a kind of enthuliafl with

rcfpedl to the queen of Hungary, and negoti-

ated
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^ed with all the emphafis with which he would

have harangued the houfe of commons. The

king, ^ho was fufficiently apt at perceiving ridi-

cule, aflumed a fimilar tone, and replied that—

It was for princes who had no fenfe of honour

bafely to fell their rights^ that fuch propo-

firions were more injurious than the con-

temptuous haughtinefs of the court of Vienna

had been and with a louder voice, added.

My army would hold me unworthy of the

command, were I to fign a difgraceful trea-

ty and lofe the advantages it has given me
by ads which valour has rendered immortal.

Know farther \hat it would be the blacked: in-

gratitude to abandon my new fubjeds ; thofe

numerous proteftants whofe wiflies have

called me hither. Would you have me yield

them vidims to the tyranny of their perfecu-

tors by whom they would be facrificed to

“ vengeance ? How (hall I, in one (ingle day,

belie all the fentiments of honour and pro-

bity with which I w^as born ? Were I ca-

pable of fo cowardly, fo infamous an ad, I

(hould imagine I beheld my anceftors rife

from their graves, and tell me—Thou art no

defcendant of ours. It is thy duty to com-

bat for the rights which w^e have tranfmitted

to thee, and thefc thou haft bartered ; that ho-

nour
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nour which we have left thee as the moft

precious part of thy inheritance haft thou alfo

bartered. Unworthy to be a prince, a fo-

vereigH prince> thou art a vile trader, who

haft preferred gain to glory.—But no, I will

never merit fuch-like reproaches, I will bury

myfelf and my army under the ruins of Silefia,

** fooner than permit the honour and renown of

the Pruffian name to fuffer the fmalleft taint.

This, fir, is the anfwer I have to return/’

Robinfon ftood amazed at this reply, which

he little expelled, and with which he returned

to Vienna. But though the king fent back the

fanatic, he continued to flatter lord Hyndford,

and to lull him into perfed: fecurity. The time

for difeovery was not yet come. To keep well

with the maritime powers, the propofitions of

Robinfon were communieated to them. The

king’s refufal was palliated by alleging that,

knowing the barrier treaty tied the hands of the

t|ueen of Hungary, the cefiions fhe would have

made of Limbourg and Guelderland could not

be accepted. In Holland, particularly, great

ftrefs was laid on the deference in which the

king held the interefts of that republic; a de-

ference which he would carry even fo far as to

refufe Brabant itfelf, were it offered.

4 It
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It was about this period that the king figned

the treaty with Bavaria, and promifed his vote

at the diet. Thefe two princes mutually gua-

ranteed to each other Silefia, on the one part^

and, on the other. Upper Auftria, Tyrol, Brif-

gau, and Bohemia. The king purchafed of

this elector the principality of Glatz, for four

hundred thoufand crowns, which the Bavarian

fold, although he never had it in his pof-

feffion.

But one of the moft advantageous and de-

Cifive events which then happened broke forth

in the north. Sweden declared war on Ruffia,

and by this diverfion deftroyed the plans of the

kings of England and Poland, and of prince

Anthony Ulric againfl Pruflia. Auguftus,

fallen from his high hopes of dividing between

himfelf
.

and the king of England the ftates of

Pruffia, fwam with the ftream ; and, unable to do

better, leagued witli the eledor of Bavaria for

the annihilation of the iioufe of Auftria. Mar-

fltal de Belleifle, who had not known what to do

with Moravia and Obermannhartfberg, ereded

them into a kingdom and bellowed them on the

Saxons ; who, in confequence of thefe alms,

figned the treaty on the 31ft of Auguft.

The court of Vienna, unable any longer to

depend on the intended diverfion of the Ruf-

I iiaiis,.
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fians, and prefled on every fide, fent back her

Englilh negotiator to the Pruflian camp^ whi-

ther he brought a map of Silefia, on which
^ with

the ftroke of a pen, the ceflioii of four principa-

lities was indicated. His reception was cold ;

and he was given to underftand that what might

be good at one conjunclure might at another be

the reverfe. The courts ofLondon and Vienna

had placed too much dependance oh the fuc-

cours of Ruffia. Accordiiig to their calculation,

the king m.uft infallibly be humbled, funken,

and reduced, on his knees, to requefl peace ;

and little indeed did this fail of happening. Such

are the fports of fortune, fo common in war,

and which fo often put the conjectural art of the

hioft able politicians to the rout.

The French and Bavarians were already

openly in aClion. Auftria was entered. The
troops approached Lirtt2. By one corhmon

and unanimous effort, only, could they hope to

fubdue the queen of Hungary. This was not

a time to remain with folded arms. The king,

who burnt with impatience to aCt, endeavoured
’

to cut off marfhal Neuperg from the fortrefs of

Neifs, and to give him battle on his march.

This project was n*ot ill imagined, but it failed

in execution. Kalkftein was commanded to

march haftily with tenthoufand men, and pon-

voL. I. PART I, L toons,



toons, to the village of Woitz, there to thro’^

a bridge over, in order that the army, which

would foon follow, might find a palfage on its'
'

arrival. He departed at funfet, marched
.
all

night, and, on the morrow, found himfelf with-

in cannon fliot of the camp. Whether it were

flownefs, want of proper difpofition, or that

the roads were bad and fpoilt by the rains fo as

to flop him ; the army outmarched its van-
'

guard, and arrived, even before Kalkfhein, at the

camp of Toupadel and Siegroth, This lofl day *

could not be recovered ; the king himfelf

marched to Woitz and threw his' bridges

oyer the NeifTe ; but the Auflrian army appeared

drawn up in order of battle at about eight hun-

dred paces from the river. From fome prifoners

it was learnt that marflialNeuperg had only been

there a few hours before the king. The army

could not march to this bridge in lefs than two

hours. It might have been palled if the enemy

had not prevented the king ; but to have crolfed

the bridge in prefence of an army, which cer-

tainly muft have beaten the troops in detail,

and as they took ground to form, would of all

imprudent ads have been the moft imprudent.

This was the caufe that it was determined, for

^ - September 4th.

the
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ttie day, to take poft on the heights of Woitz:,

Sbon after the Pruflians took the camp of Nen-

dorff ; and, that they might derive their fubfift-

cnce from Brieg, they afcertained a commiinica-

tion, by occupying the pods of Ltrwen and

Michelau.

The dorms which threatened the houfe of

Audria, and the .dangers which daily became

more evident, at length made the queen of

Hungary ferioudy.} determine to difencumber

herfelf of one of her enemies, and break the

formidable league by which die mud have been

overwhelmed. She was dneere in her requid-

tions for peace. She no longer cavilled for the '

city of Bredau ; die only indded on preferving

Neifs. ' Lord Hyndford, who then negotiated

in her name, pretended that the king,, in favour

of cedions ' fo great,, mud afdd the queen of

Hungary with his whole force. To this the

king replied, that he was forry he was under the

necedity of rejeflirrg his offers, but that he

could not violate the faith of treaties which he

had fo lately dgiaed with France and Bavaria.

So great was the didrefs at Vienna that the Ba-*

varians were every moment expected there.

The roads fwarmed with none but fugitive tra-

vellers : the court was about to depart. Du-

ring this general conderiTatlon, the emprefs

q . La dowager
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dowager wrote to prince Ferdinand of Brunf-

wic, who then ferved in the army, the follow-

ing letter, which is too Angular to pafs un-

noticed.

“Vienna, September 17^ 1741*

MY DEAR NEPHEW,

I BREAK that cruel filence which your

condudl impofed upon me by ferving againft

us, and \^'liich I fhould not do had I any other

means of conjuring the king of Pruflia to re-

(lore me, in himfelf, a nephew whom I no

longer can call dear, and worthy of efteem,

“ after the afflidlion you have mutually brought

upon me. Confolation is in the power of the

king. The queen my daughter will grant

him all that which no other perfon can gua-

rantee, if he will aid to reftore her to a

of entire tranquillity, and to extinguifli the

“ fire which he himfelf has kindled, and will

not aflift to increafe his own enemies ; for

“ nothing more than the death of the eledor

Palatine is wanting to acquire him new foe« ;

fmce the aggrandizement of Bavaria and

Saxony will not allow that he fhould remain

in peaceable pofTefTion of what the queen has

relin qiiidled to him in Silefia. Perfuade the

“ king, therefore, to become our good ally, to

afTifl the queen with troops to preferve thofe

Hates
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ftates the poffeflion of which (he is envied by

fo many enemies. A ftrid alliance between

the two houfes would be to their mutual ad-

‘‘ vantage, the fituation of their dates being

fuch as to aid and fudain their reciprocal

rights. I wholly rely on your reprefentation,

and on the high qualities of the king, who,

having drawn fo many evils on us, would

naturally wifli to have himfelf the honour of

fnatching us from the precipice, and ofpaying

fome attention to his individual intered, as

well as to an afflicled aunt and mother, who

yet, without rancour, is able to fign herfelf

your affedionate aunt,

ELIZABETH/*

The fubdance of prince Ferdinand’s reply to

the emprefs dowager was that the king could

not, with honour, depart from the engagements

he had entered into with France and Bavaria ;

that he fincerely pitied the emprefs; that he

wiflied he was able to change her fituation, on

which he had compaflion, but that the time of

accommodation, and of freely ading with the

court of Vienna, was pad. A few days after,

another letter from the emprefs dowager, writ-

ten to prince Louis of Brunfwic, who then was

in Ruflia, was intercepted, in which, though

L 3,
the



POSTHUMOUS WORKS^50

the ftyle was not better^ there was more

rity. The foliowing is a copy of this letter.

‘
‘ September 21, - .1741.

MY DEAR NEPHEW,

OUR affairs have taken fo defperate a turn

“ that our cafe may be called that of being ge-

‘‘ nerally abandoned. We have no longer

‘‘ any one for us. What may confole us in our

misfortune is, that God may call more than

“ one Pharaoh into the Red-Sea, and confound

our falfe Teeming friends, the moft of whom
cannot any longer believe in a God. True

it is I have not been lulled by fiich falfe ap-

pearances ; and though the eleftor of Bavaria

has drawn the French upon us, and drives

me hence, I efteem him to be a worthy prince

;

he has not a&ed with diffmulation and falfe-

hood, but honeffly, and Ihewn himfelfimme-

diately. I doubt ‘ \Vlibther 1 fhall any more

date from this place. This is a mournful

year. Preferve our alliance, and bevVare of

falfe and apparent friends. I am your affec-

tionare aunt,

ELIZABETFI.’^

Ihc ffyle of thefe letters difcovers the anger

of the court of Vienna at the progrefs of the

3 Prufhans
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Pruflians in Silefia, and that this court breathed

only vengeance. But what language is here ?

Whoever attacks the houfe of Auftria does not

believe in God ! To offer peace at a time when

there is liberty to make peace, and to refufe

propofed conditions, after other treaties have

been figned, is falfehood and perfidy ! This is

the language of felf*iove and pride fupprefling

truth and reafon. Thus the alliance formed

againfl: the Pragmatic fan6lion was confidercd

at Vienna as the war of the Titans, who would

have fcaled the heavens to dethrone Jupiter.

The Swedes were not, for their part, fo fuc-

cefsful as their allies. A detachment of twelve

thoufand men had been cut in pieces by the

Ruffians, near Willmanftrand. This was a

confiderable check to a kingdom enfeebled

and ruined as it had been ever fince the time

of Charles XII. France was mortified, and

propofed, in other parts, to repair that re-

verfe of fortune which her allies had fuftained.

She intended that marfhal Maiilebois with the

army that he commanded fliould penetrate into

Hanover, and make himfelf mafter of that elec-

torate. The king at this time committed a

great error, by employing his whole credit to

diffuade the French from this purpofe, alleging

that fuch an enterprize would render them

L 4 odious
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odious to all Europe ; would make every prince

of Germany revolt againft them ; and that, by

employing themfelves on a thing of little imr

portapce, they would negledl the principal ob-

jed, which was to crufh the queen of Hungary

with their whole forces. The French might

eafily have refuted fuch feeble reafoning. Had
they at that time taken Hanover, the king of

England never could have made diveiTions on

the Rhine, as he did in Flanders.

Nothing was wanting to render the treaty

which the king had entered into with the elec-

tor of Bavaria perfed but the guarantee of

France. This Mr. de Valori was prefled to

procure. His court continued to llart difficul-

ties relative to the ceffion of the principality of

Glatz, and other portions of Upper Silefia. It

happened, as he was fpeaking to the king, that

he by chance let fall a letter from his pocket,

The king, wkhout taking any notice, put his

foot upon it, and difmiflfed the ambaffador

with all poffible expedition. This letter was

from Mr. Amelot, the fecretary for foreign

affairs. It indicated that Glatz and Upper Si-

lefia fhould not be guarantied to Pruffia, iinlefs

fome other greater inconvenience (hould refult

from refjfal. This difeovery being made, Mr.

de
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cle Valori was obliged to accede to whatever

was propofed.

The defigns of the French on Hanover took

vent, and prefently came to the ear of the king

of England, who believed his ele(d;orate loft.

He wanted time to parry this blow which me-

naced him fo immediately. The meafures he

had taken with RiilTia and Saxony having

equally failed, he became ferious in endeavour-

ing to eftablilh peace between the king of

PrulTia and the queen of Hungary. In confe-

quence of this lord Hyndford repaired to the

Auftrian camp, where he made fuch ftrong

remonftrances to the court of Vienna, and

prefled this court with fo much energy, by

fhewing that, in order to fave the remainder of

its ftates, how neceflary it was feafonably to lofe

a part, that this court confented to the ceflion

of Silefia, as well as of the town of Neifs, and

a flip of Upper Silelk, renouncing at the fame

time all afliftance againft its enemies. The

king, who knew the duplicky of the Englifli and

Auftrians, underftood thefe offers to be fnares

;

and, that he might not be amufed by fine words,

which would have kept him idle in his camp,

he ftole a march on the enemy, pafTed the

Neifle at Michelau, and encamped the next

day at Katfgher, while a detachment feized on

Oppeln,
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Oppein, whichwas made a depofit for provi-

lions. Marfhal Neuperg, on thefe motions,

quitted Neils, and inclined toward Opperfdorlf.

The king turned by Friedland, and encamped

at Steinau.

Perhaps thefe different manoeuvres accele-

rated the negotiation of lord Hyndford. He
came to inform the king that his negotiation

had been fo fuccefsful that marfhal Neuperg

was ready to abandon Silefia, provided the king

would verbally declare he would undertake

nothing againft the queen. The enemy would

reft fatisfied with a word, by which Pruffia

ihouid acquire provinces, and the troops winter

quarters, after having been fatigued by eleven

months operations. The temptation was ftrong.

The king wilhed to try what might be the refult

®f this conference. He fecretly repaired to

Obcrfchnellendorff, accompanied only by co-

lonel Goltz, where he found marflial Neuperg,

general Lenfulus, and lord Hyndford.

It was not without refle<ftion that the monarch

took this ftep. Though he had fome caufe

of complaint againft France, this was not fufti-

cient to break with her. He knew from expe-

rience the propenfities of the court of Vienna

:

nothing friendly was there to be expefted. It

was evident that the queen of Flungary acceded

to
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£0 this convention only to fow diftruft between

the allies by making it public. It therefore

was neceffary to exaft from the Auftrians, as a

condition fine qua non^ that, if they divulged

the lead part of the ftipulations agreed on, the

king fhould be authorifed to break off all farther

treaty. The king was certain this could not

fail to happen. The draught of the ftipulations

was in the hands of lord Hyndford, as ambaffa-

dor from England. It was agreed that Neifs

iliQuld, for form fake, be befieged ; but that

the Pruffian tfoops fhould not be difturbed in

their quarters, which they fhould take as well

in Silefia as in Bohemia, and particularly that,

unlefs rigid fecrefy was obferved, every thing

that ha,d been agreed on fliould be to all intents

and purpofes null.

It muft be acknowledged that, if there be

fuch a thing as fatality, it was efpecially manifeft

in marfhal Neuperg, who feemed deftined to

conclude the mod humiliating treaties for his

fovereigns? The marfhal foon after led his

army toward Moravia. The fiege of Neifs

was immediately begun. The town held out

only twelve days; nor was it entirely evacuated

by the Audrian garrifon before the Pruffian

engineers had traced new works, which after-

y^ard cjaded it among the drong towns of

Europe,
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Europe. The place t)eing taken, the arnay

was divided; one part marched into Bohemia,

under the command of prince Leopold of

Anhalt; fome regiments were employed in the

blockade of Glatz, and the remainder of

the troops of Schwerin took up their quarters

in Upper Silelia.

Francis grand duke of Tufeany, who was at

Prefburg, flattering himfelf that the king would

regard thefe parlies as treaties of peace^ wrote

to demand his vote at the Imperial eledion.

The anfwer returned was civil, but conceived

jn a ftyle fo obfeure and perplexed that the

author himfelf underftood nothing of what he

had written. The campaign terminated eleven

months after the entrance into Silefia ; and the

king, after receiving the homage of his new

fubjecls at Breflau, returned from thence to

Berlin. He began to underftand the trade of

war by the faults he had committed ; but the

difliculties he had furmounted formed hut a

part of thofe which ftill remained to be van-

quiflied, before the finifhing hand could be put

to the grand work which he had undertaken.

CHAP.



( 157 )

C H A P* IV.

V'oUtical Rea/ons of the ^ruce. War of the

Freneh and Bavarians in Bohemia, Spain de-

clares againfi jiuftria. Diet of the Empire*

Revolution in RuJJia. Various Negotiations*

O T to interrupt the narrative of military

events, we iliali fatisfy ourfeives with

only luccindily touching on the caufes which

occafioned this kind of fufpenfion of arms be-

tween Pruflia and Auftria. The fubjedl is de-

licate. The condudl of the king was liable to

ccnfure. It is necefTary, therefore, to developing

the moft fecret motives. I'he reader will par-

don our beginning at the fourcc, in order to

be the more clear.

The purport of the war which the king had

undertaken was the conqueft of Silefia ; the en-

gagements into which he had entered with

Bavaria and France were but to accomplidi this,

.grand objed;. But France and her allies had

very different views. The miniltry of Ver-

failles were perfuaded that the period of the

Auftrian power was come, and that it was foon

to be for ever dedroyed. This minlftry wiflied

to raife four fovereigns on the- ruins of that.

empirr,
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empire, the forces of whom might reciprocally

balance each other ; that is to fay the queen

of Hungary, who was to keep that king-

dom, Auftria, Styria, Garinthia, and Carniola ;

the elector of Bavaria, who fliould becortie

mailer of Bohemia, Tyrol, and Brifgau-; the

king of Pruffia, who lliould acquire Lower

Silelia ; and the eledlor of Saxony, who fliould

have Upper Silelia, and Moravia, in addition

to his other polfclfions. Four fiich heigfibdurs

never could long have agreed, and Ftance wa^

preparing to ad the part ofarbitrator, and to go-

vern defpots which Ihe herfelf had created. This

would have been to have renewed the politics

of the Romans in the moll flourilliing period

of their republic.

This projed was incompatible with the liber-

ties of Germany, and in no wife fuited the king,

who laboured for the elevation of his houfe,

and who was far from wifliing to facrifice his

troops to gain experience, or to raife up rivals

to himfelf. Had the king become the fervile

inftrument of French politics, he would have

prepared the yoke which he muft have worn ;

he would have done every thing for* France,

and nothing for Pruffia ; and perhaps Louis
^

XV. would have realifed that univerfal mo-

narchy, the chimerical projed of which has

been
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been attributed to Charles \ . Let us add,

fince the truth niufl be fpoken, that had the king

feconded, with all vigour, the operations of the

French troops, he would have been fubjefted

by their excefs of good fortune ; from an ally

he would have become a fubjed ; would have

been carried farther than he intended; and

would have found himfelf under the neceffity

of confenting to every wifh of France; not

having the power to refift, or to find allies who

might rid him of fuch flavery.

Prudence therefore feemed to require that

the king fhould hold a medium condu61:, by

which he might eftablifh a kind of equilibrium

between the houfes of Auflria and Bourbon.

The queen of Hungary was on the brink of

the precipice. The truce gave her time to

breathe, and the king was certain he might

break it, whenever he fhould think proper,

becaufe that the politics of the court of Vienna

would induce her to divulge the fecret. Let

us add, for the entire juftification of the king,

that he had difeovered the fecret conneC“

tions which cardinal de Fleuri maintained with

Mr. de Stainville, ambafiador from the grand

duke of Tufeany, at Vienna. He knew that

the cardinal was difpofed to facrifice the allies

of France, fhould the court, of Vienna offer

him
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him Luxembourg and a part of Biabant. It

was requifite therefore to manoeuvre adroitly $

and efpecially not to be outwitted by an old

politician, who in the laii war had fported with

more than one crowned headi

The event foon juftified all that the king had

forefeen of the indifcretion of the court of

Vienna. The pretended treaty with PrufTil.

-was divulged in Saxony, Bavaria, at Frankfort

on the Main, and wherever that court had

emifTaries. Count Podowils, minifter for foreigH

affairs, had been charged to pafs through Dref-

den as he returned from Silefia, that he might

found that court, which had inceffantly indi-

cated great' jealoufy and ill-will, concerning

whatever interefled Pruflia. He there found

marlhal de Belleifle, enraged at what he had

juft heard froin one Koch, an emiflary of the

court of Vienna, who, after having made pro-^

pofitions of peace, which the marfhal rejedted^

declared K> him that his court had, at all events,

come to an accommodation with the king of

Pruffia. Still further, the city of Drefden was

inundated by hand - bills, which advifed the

Saxons to fufpend the march of their troops

for Bohemia ; becaufe that the king of Pruflia,^

being reconciled to the queen of Hungary, wa^

preparing to invade Lufatia. The clouded

4 timidity
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timidity of count Brulil was encouraged by the

daring fortitude of count Podowils, and the

Saxons marched for Bohemia.

In the mean time, the eledor of Bavaria

communicated a letter to the king, from the

emprefs Amelia, who exhorted him to come

to an accommodation with the queen of Hun-

gary, by the month of December; other-

wife, that princefs would be obliged to ratify

preliminaries, which were ffipulated between

herfelf and the P ruffians. This condudt of the

court of Vienna releafed the king from all his

engagements. We ffiall hereafter fee that this

colart paid dearly for its indifcretion.

The theatre of war, during thefe negotia-

tions, had often changed. It feemed as if

armies had all appointed a general rendezvous

in Bohemia. The eledor of Bavaria was with-

in two days march of Vienna : had he pro-

ceeded, he would have been at the gates of

that capital; wffiich, ill-fupplied with troops^

could have made but feeble oppohtion. The
elector abandoned this grand obje(51:, from the

puerile apprehenlion that the Saxons, being

left alone in Bohemia, might conquer and keep

that kingdom. The French, with ill-conceived

findle, imagined that the ele(51:or, by taking

Vienna, would become too powerful ; for which

yoL. I. PART I. M reafon
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reafon they fortified him in his fufpicion of tlnr

Saxons. This capital fault was the fource of

all the misfortunes that afterward overwhelmed-

Bavaria. The army of French and Bavarians

was divided. Fifteen thoufand men were con^

hded to M. de Segur, that he might cover

Auflria and the electorate ; and the eleClor,

with the chief of his forces, feized on Tabor

and Budweis, and marched immediately for

Prague, where they were joined by the Saxons,

as well as by M. de Gaflion ; the former

coming from Lowofitz, the latter from Pilfen.

Marflial Tarring, and M. de la Leuvillc,

who commanded at Tabor and Budweis,

abandoned thofe towns at the approach of the

Auftrians ; in which the enemy not only found

a confiderable magazine, but by their then

pofition M. de Segur perceived himfelf cut off

from the army of Bohemia. Marfhal Neuperg

and prince Lobkowitz, who both came from

Moravia, fortified themfelves in this poft. The

elector of Bavaria, who then lay before Prague,

unable to beliege the city in form, becaufe of

the feverity of the feafon, determined to take

it by furprife. The circumference of the place

was vaft, and the garrifon was too feeble for its

defence. By multiplying the attacks it muff

neceffarily happen that fome part of the city

would
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Would be found without refiftance, and here

it might be carried. Prague Was therefore

alTaulted on three different tides. Count Saxe

fcaled the flanked angle of the baftioh of St.

Nicholas, toward the new gate; he lowered

the drawbridge, ahd introduced the cavalr}^

through that gate, who, clearing the ftreets,

obliged the garrifon to abandon the gate of St.

Charles, which count Rutowfky vainly endea**

voured to force. He did not make his aflault

till the enemy had quitted the rampart. The
numbers of their enemies obliged the Auftrians

to lay down their arms. The third attack,

which was under the diredion of M. de Po-

laftron, totally failed.

The duke of Lorraine, grand duke of Tuf«

cany, deteritiined at that time to head his

armies, and advanced by hafty marches to fuc-

cour Prague. Scarcely had he arrived at Kd«

nigflaal before he received intelligence that the

allies were already mafters of the place. This

was a thunderbolt ; he returned with precipita-

tion, and his return was lefs a retreat than a

flight. The foldiers difbanded, pillaged the

villages, and deferted in bodies to the French.

Marflials Neuperg and Lobkowitz took refuge

with their difeouraged troops behind the marfltes

qf Budweis, Tabor, Neuhaus, and Wittengau ;

M s fitie
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the famous camps where Zifka, the chief of the

Huffites, braved the whole forces of his ene-

mies. Marfhal Belleille, who had been de-

tained at Drefden by the fciatica fo long as

affairs appeared to remain critical in Bohemia,

immediately fet off for Prague, after its reduc-

tion. He detached Polaftron to Teutfehbrod,

and count Saxe to Picheli, to clear the banks

of the Safawa ; and d’Aubigne inclined toward

the Wotawa, with twenty battalions and thirty

fquadrons. The intention of the marfhal was

to pufh forward to Budweis, but the circum-

fpedion of this general ftopt him fliort at Pi-

feck. Thus the inadtivity of the French ge-

nerals gave the Auftrians time to breathe, and

to fortify themfelves in their quarters. Marflial

Belleifle, who was more flattered by the embaf-

fies he undertook than the command of armies,

fent to inform the cardinal that his health would

not permit him to fuftain the fatigues of a

campaign, and requefted to be relieved. The
cardinal therefore gave the command to marfhal

de Broglio, enfeebled as he had been by two

apoplexies ; but, being then at Strafbourg, of

which he was governor, he appeared to be the

general who could join the army in Bohemia,

with the greateft fpeed.

The
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The marfhal no fooner arrived than he quar-

relled with de Belleifle, and changed all the

difpofitions of his predecelTor. He colledied a

large body of troops, with which he repaired

to Pifeck. The grand duke made pretences

to attack. His attempt was fruitlefs. Lob-

kowitz fucceeded no better on Frauenberg.

The Auftrians at length, fatigued to no pur-

pofe, returned to their quarters. The French,

who loved their conveniences, took it very ill

of the enemy to difturb them fo often. They

would have been very glad that the Prufllans

had advanced to cover them ;
but an idiot only

would have agreed to fuch a propofition. M*
de Valori, the French ambalTador at Berlin,

exhaufted himfelf in complaints. He affirmed

that the Germans, who were good for nothing

but to fight, ought to tilt with the Auftrians, to

give repofe to the French, who were in every

refped their fuperiors. He was quietly heard,

till he at laid wearied himfelf with vain impor-

tunities.

*30 many powers allied againft the houfe of

Auftria, defirous of dividing its fpoils, had ex-

cited the cupidity of princes who hitherto had

remained in tranquillity. Spain would not

continue idle, while every body dreamt of

s^ggrandizerne^t. The queen of Spain, a prin-

M 3 cefs
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cefs of Parma, formed pretenfions on thsi%

principality, and on Piacenza, which (he called

her under petticoat, there to fix her fecond

fon, don Philip. She fent twenty thoufand

Spaniards, under the command of Montemar,

through the kingdom of Naples, at the fame

time that don Philip, with another corps, paffed

through Dauphiny and Savoy, to penetrate in-

to Lombardy. Thus the fire, which in its

origin feemed to be but a fpark in Silefia, con-

tinued to fpread from kingdom to kingdom,

and prefently fet all Europe in flames.

While fo many armies were rather commit-

ting follies, with refpedl to each other, than

performJng heroic actions, the diet of the em-^

pire, which was affembled at Frankfort for the

election of an emperor, loft its time in frivolous

deliberation ; and, inftead of electing a chief,

difputed concerning robes and gold lace, which

fecondary ambafladors pretended they had as

great a right to wear as thofe of the firft order.

The diet was divided into two factions. ITe one

confifted of fanatical partifans of the queen of

Hungary, the other of her outrageous enemies.

The firft were for eledting the grand duke, the

fecond were as obftinately bent on the eleeftor

of Bavaria. Fortune ftill favoured the arms of

die allies, and the latter gained the afcendancy

by
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by which fortune is always followed. The diet

however made but a flow progrefs.

To form an idea of this affembly, and the

tedioufnefs of its deliberations, a fkctch of it

may not be mal-apropos. The golden bull is

regarded as the fundamental law of Germany ;

to that appeals are made on every occafion ;

and, if there be any chicanery, it arifes frdfn

the manner in which this bull is explained.

The princes therefore choofe thofe doftors who

ere bed read in this law, the heavieft pedants,

and thofe who are mod; confummate in all me
pundilios of formality, and fend them as their

reprefentatives to thefe general aflemblies. Such

civilians difeufs forms, but with a fpirit too

bounded to confider objedts in the whole. They

are intoxicated with their dignity, and think

they enjoy the fame power that was enjoyed by

that auguft body in the time of Charles oi

Luxembourg.

In fine the diet, on the firft of December

1741, was no further advanced than it had been

before the convocation of that illuftrious af-

fembly. Had the Andrians been fuccefsful in

the field, the grand duke would have had a

plurality of votes. Under fuch circumdances

it was neceffary to cut fhort the eledion, and

take advantage of the fuperiority of votes, to

M 4 prevent
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prevent the Imperial dignity becoming here-

ditary in the new houfe of Auftria, by raifing

another family to the throne. To attain this

end, the king propofed to appoint a limited

term for the day of eleftion. This expedient

was approved, and the diet fixed on the 24th of

January, 1742.

This diet and its deliberations made lefs im-

preffion on the king of England than matters

which concerned him more nearly. The dread

he had of the army of Maillebois, which me-

naced his electorate, was fo great that he de-

termined to ad the fuppliant at Verfailles, for

the guarantee of his pofTeflions, He fent his

minifter Hardenberg thither, to fign a treaty of

neutrality with France. Cardinal de Fleuri

afked the king of Pruffia what he augured from

this negotiation ; who anfwered, it was danger-

pus to half offend, and that whoever threatened

ought to ftrike. The cardinal, rather cunning

than refolute, had not a charader fufiiciently

mafeuline to be decilive. He thought he

yielded nothing to chance, while he kept things

in fufpenfe, and figned the treaty. Such

temporizing and mitigated condud has often

been prejudicial to the affairs of France ; but

nature difpenfes her gifts as flie pleafes. He
on whom fhe bellows boldnefs cannot be timid

;

anc|
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and he who is born too circumfpedt is incapable

of being audacious.

This year feemed to be th^ epocha of grand

events. All Europe was at war for the divifion

of a litigated fucceffion. The reprefentatives

of princes were aflembled to eledt an emperor

who ihould not be of the houfe of Auftria ; and,

in Ruflia, the young emperor, who was ftill in

his cradle, was dethroned by a revolution in fa-

vour of the princefs Elizabeth, A furgeon%

by birth a Frenchman, a mufician, a gentleman

of the chamber, and a hundred of the Preobraf-

zenfkoi guards, corrupted by the money of

France, conduced Elizabeth to the Imperial

palace, the guards of which they furprifed and

difarmed. The young emperor, his father

prince Anthony of Brunfwic, and his mother

the princefs of Mecklenbourg, were arrefled.

The troops were alTembled and fwore fidelity to

Elizabeth, whom they acknowledged for their

emprefs. The unfortunate family was fliut up

in the prifons of Riga, and Oftermann, after

having been treated with ignominy, was ba-

nifhed into Siberia ; all which was the work

pnly of a few hours. France, hoping to profit

by
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by this revolution, which flie had accomplifhcd,

prefently faw fuch hopes vanilh.

The deiign of cardinal de Fleuri was to re-

trieve Sweden from the rafli ftep he occafioned

that nation to take. He thought that a change

of fovereign in Ruffia might render the new

monarch inclined to conclude a favourable

peace. With this intent, hefent one d’Avennes,

with verbal orders, to the marquis de la Chc-

tardie, the French ambaflador at Peterlburg,

that he might employ all poflible means to

overthrow the regent, and the generaliflimo.

Such enterprifes, which would appear rafli in

other governments, may fometimes be accom-

plifhed in Ruflia. The national fpirit is inclined

to revolt. The Ruffians, in common with

other people, are diflatisfied with the prefent

and hope better from the future. The regent

had rendered herfelf odious, by the weakneffes

(he had indulged in favour of a foreigner, the

handfome count Lynar, envoy from Saxony.

Yet her predeceflbr, the emprefs Anne, had

more openly diftinguifhed Biron, a native of

Courland and a foreigner likewife. So true it

is that the fame things ceafe to be the fame,

when they happen in other times, or to other

perfons. If love was the downfal of the regent,

^ more general love, which the princefs Eliza-

beth
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beth taught the Preobrafzenfkoi guards, raifed

the latter to the throne. Thefe princeffes each

had the fame inclination for voluptuoufnefs.

The former concealed it under the veil of

prudery ; her heart only betrayed her ; but it

was carried by Elizabeth even to the excefs of

debauchery. The one was capricious, with

malice ; the other a dilTembler but compliant.

Both hated labour, and neither of them was

born for government.

Had Sweden known how to profit by the

occafion, fomething great might have been ef-

feded, while Ruffia was agitated with inteftine

troubles. Every thing prefaged fuccefs ; but

the deftiny of Sweden was not that of triumph-

ing over her enemies. She continued in a kind of

lethargy, during and after this revolution.

Opportunity, that mother of great events, flie

fuffered to efcape. The lofs of the battle

of Pultowa was not more fatal to her than was

the prefent indolence of her armies.

Elizabeth no fooner believed herfelf firmly

{bated on the throne, than fhe diflributed the

highefl offices in the empire among her partifans.

The two brothers Beftuchef, with Woronzow,

and Trubetfkoi, were admitted of the council.

Lefloc, the promotor of her elevation, became

a kind of fubaltern minifter, though a furgeon.

He
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He was for France^ Beftuchef for England.

Hence arofe divifiions in the council, and never-

ending intrigues at court. The emprefs had

no prediledion for any one power, but fhe felt

a repugnance for the courts of Vienna and

Berlin. Anthony Ulric, father ofthe dethroned

emperor, was the coufin-german of the queen

of Hungary, the nephew of the emprefs dow-

ager, and the brother-in-law of the king of

Pruffia. She apprehended left the ties of blood

fhould make thefe powers adive, in favour of

the family on the ruins of which flie had raifed

herfelf. She preferred liberty to the ties of

marriage, which fhe held to be too tyrannical.

The better to confirm her government, fhe ap-

pointed her nephew, the young duke of Hol-

Itein, to the fucceflion ; and had him educated

at Peterfburg, in quality of grand duke of

Ruffia.

The public are prone to believe that thofc

events which turn to the advantage of princes

are the fruits of their forefight, and ability. In

confequence of this prejudice, the king was

fufpeded of being concerned in the late revo-

lution of Rufiia, but he was not. He took no

part in the affair, and was only informed of it

when it became public. Some months before,

when marfhal de Bellcifle was at the camp of

Molwitz#
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Molwitz, the converfation turned on Ruflia. The

marlhal appeared exceedingly diflatisfied v/ith the

conduct of prince Anthony, and his wife the re-

gent ; and, in the moment of anger, heafked the

king if he fhould be forry to fee a revolution

in Ruffia, in favour of the princefs Elizabeth,

to the detriment of the young emperor Iwan,

who was his nephew. To which the king replied

he acknowledged no kindred among fovereigns,

except thofe who were his friends. Here the

converfation ended and this was all that palfed.

Berlin, during the winter, was the center of

negotiation. France preffed the king to ad;

with his army ; England exhorted him to con-

clude a peace with Auftria ; Spain follicited his

alliance ; Denmark his advice, relative to a

change of party ; Sweden demanded his af-

fiftance * Ruffia his good offices at Stockholm ;

and the Germanic body, fighing after peace,

made the ftrongefl: interceffions that all troubles

might be appeafed.

Affairs did not long remain in this fituation.

The Pruffian troops fcarcely remained twomonths

in their winter quarters. The deftiny of Pruffia

again hurried the king on that theatre which was

to be blood-ftained by fo many battles; and

where the viciffitudes of fortune were alter-

nately to be felt by the powers at war. The

greateft
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greateft advantage that the king derived frorrt

this fpecies of truce, was that of rendering his

forces more formidable. The acquifition of

Silefia procured him an augmentation of three

millions fix hundred thoufand crowns to his

revenues. The greateft part of this money

was employed in the increafe of his army. It

then confifted of one hundred and fix battalions,

and one hundred and ninety-one fquadrons^

fixty of which were huffars. Wc foon (hall fee

the ufe he made of thefe.

CHAP,
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C H P. V.

Irruption of the Auftrians into Bavaria. De^

parture of the King. Events which happened

at Drefden, Prague^ and Olmutz. Negoti-

ation of Fitzner. Expedition of Moravia^

Auftriay and Hungary. Negotiation of Janini.

Blockade of Brieg. P‘he King evacuates Mo-

raviay and joins his Army at Chrudimy in Bo-

hemia, What happened in Moraviay after his

Departure. Change of the Englilh Minijiry.

Fruitlefs Negotiation at Chrudim, which oc-

caftoned a BattUy to bring the Auftrians to a

Decifion.

Although the French were mafters of

Prague, and occupied the banks of the

Watowa, the Moldau, and the Saffawa, ftiii

the Auftrians did not defpair. They had drawn

ten thoufand men from Italy, and feven thou-

fand from Hungary, to which they added three

thoufand from Brifgau, that came through

Tyrol. Thefe corps, which amounted to

twenty thoufand men, were headed by marftiai

Khevenhuller ; who immediately formed the

plan of falling on the quarters of de Segur, and

driving him from the banks of the Ens. We
muft not omit inferting a memorial on this fub-

3
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jed, dated June 29th, 1741, which the king

fent to the eledor of Bavaria, The reader

there will fee that all the evil which happened

was forefeen ; and that princes who do not

quickly corred the bad difpofitions they have

made, in the field, never fail to be punilhed

;

for an enemy is an ill courtier. Far from flat-

tering, he feverely chaftifes the faults of his op-

ponent, whether king or emperor. The fol-

lowing is the memorial.

Reafons which fliould induce the Eledor of

Bavaria to pufii the War in Auftria.

THE pofition of the Pruflian troops, by

giving employment to a confiderable part of

die Auftrian forces, will keep marfiial Neu-

perg in Silefia. The army of the allies, hav-

ing no enemy to oppofe, ought to pufh its

operations along the Danube, and gain Au-

flria with promptitude. The eledor will

find his enemy unprovided, and will meet

with no refiftance infeizing on Paflau, Lintz,

Ens, and from thence approaching to Vi-

enna. Should this capital be taken, the

puifiance of Auftria may be faid to be torn

up by the roots. Bohemia, which by fuch a

march will be feparated, unprovided with

2 troops.
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troops, and deprived of fticcour, mull fall of

itfelf. War muft be made in Moravia, Au-

ftria, and even in Hungary. In the prefent

ftate of alfairs, this operation is equally eafy

and fafe ; and it is indubitable that it will

oblige the queen of Hungary to accept fuch

conditions of peace as_^ lhall be prefcribed,

' without delay. Should the eledor defer to

profit by the prefent advantageous circum-

fiances, he will give the enemy time to af*

femble forces. What is certain to-day will

be doubtful to-morrow. By turning toward

Bohemia, the eledor will expofe his here-

ditary fiates to the caprice of accident. He
will hold out a lure to the enemy who will

well know to profit by the opportunity. My
opinion is that Romans will never be taken

but in Rome ; that therefore the occafion

of feizing on Vienna ought not to be fuffered

to efcape. This is the only means of ter-

minating the prefent differences, and of ob-

“ taining a glorious peace.

This memorial v/as no fooner read than for-

gotten. The eledor, who was no foldier,

thought that fuperior reafons engaged him to

ad otherwife. Khevenhuller profited by his

errors. Toward the end of December * he

VOL, I, PART I, N palTeci
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pafied the Ens in three places. Segur^ inftead

of falling with all his forces on o|ie of thefe

three corps^ to cut them off in detail^ retired

toward the town of Ens, and even there did

not think himfelf in fafety, A panic terror

haftened his flight. He fled in a breath to

Lintz, where he fortified himfelf. Khevenhuller

did not give him time to recover his under-

ftanding, but hotly purfued ; and the world

heard, with aflonifhment, that fifteen thoufand

Auftrians blockaded fifteen thoufand French,

in Lintz. Such is the afcendancy that a. fingle

man may give his tro©ps over thofe of hi$

opponent.

The eledor of Bavaria, in confternation at a

reverfe fo little expeAcd, had recourfe to the

friendfhip of the king, and conjured him in

the mod tender terms not to abandon him,

but to fave his date and his troops, by a pow-

erful diverfion. He requeded the Pruflians

might penetrate through Moravia into Audria,

that Segur might have time to breathe.

It is necedary, for a moment, to recoiled the

fituation of the armies. The pofition of the

principal army of the queen of Hungary was

very judicious. It had the Danube on its

back ; its right was covered by the marfhes of

Wittingau ; its left by the Moldau and Bud-

weis

;
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weis ; and its front by Tabor. The allies, with

their troops, defcribed a kind of femicircle

round thefe quarters ; fo that, in their opera-

tions, they would have an arch to defcribe, and

the Auftriaris, who were in the centre, only the

chord. Still more, the Auftrian troops, being

in clofe quarters, covered the operations of

Khevenhuller againft the French. They ap-

proached Auftria, from which they drew their

provilions and fuccours> They kept one foot

in Bohemia ; fo that, at the opening of the

campaign, they might hope to re-eftablifli their

affairs. To diflodge their army from a poft fo

advantageous, it was abfolutely neceffary tha^

the allies fhould make a general effort ; in order

that the Auflrians, attacked on all fides, fliould

fall beneath the number of their enemies.

This plan was propofed to marfhal Broglio,

whofe concurrence never could be obtained.

Though the want of harmony and good-will,

among the allies, was the caufe that the mod
decifive projedl for obtaining a fuperiority for

the arms of the French and Bavarians was

rejefted, it was neverthelefs important to fup-

port the eledlor, oi\ the eve of his obtaining

the Imperial crown. Mitigated condudl was

no longer feafonable. Either a verbal truce

muft be kept, which afcertained nothing, and

N 2 which
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which the Auflrians had fo openly infringed, or

the allies of Pruffia imid: be relieved from their

fufpicions, by fome bold ftroke. The expedir

tion into Moravia was the only one which cir-

cumflaaces permitted the king to undertake ;

becaufe it would render him more neceffaryj

and would place him in a fituation of being

equally courted by both parties. On this he

determined ; well refolved however to employ

as few troops as poflible, and as many of thofe

of the allies as he could obtain. The Saxons,

who at that time guarded the banks of the

Safawa, were in readinefs to join a corps of

Pruflians, who were to enter Moravia, Thence

that fmall army might march toward Iglau,

diHodge prince Lobkowitz, who commanded

there, and pufh forward as far as Horn, in

Lower Auftria. This manoeuvre mufl; either

force Khevenhuiler to abandon M. de Segur,

or oblige the principal army of the queen to

quit Wittingau, Tabor, and Budweis ; in which

cafe de Broglio, having nothing before him,

might march to the fuccour of Lintz.

The difficulty of the plan confifled in ob-

taining the confent of the court of Drefden, to

the jundion of the Saxon and Pruffian troops.

Marflial Schwerin received orders to feize on

Qlmutz, with the corps which had wintered in

Upper
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iJpper Silefia; and the king afterward ex-

plained, 'to M. de Valori, the purport of this

expedition, and the utility which would thence

refult to France. Such being the only means

which could fave the troops blockaded in Lintz,

the king determined to go to Drefden, and fent

M. de Valori off a day before his departure,

that he might found the miniftry, and prepare

them for the propofitions that were to be made.

It was agreed that M. de Valori fhould give a

lignal on the arrival of the king. The fignal

was given, and no fooner had the king rid him-

felf of the firft cuftomary compliments, and

ceremonies, than he entered into converfation

with count ^ concerning his proje6l.

Of this project we fhail give an abftrad ;

but to underftand it well we muft go a little

back. Auguftus, the late king of Poland, had

drawn up a plan for the divifion of the fuc-

ceflion of the emperor Charles VI. Of this

the court of Vienna obtained information.

Prince Lichtenftein, paffing through Drefden

in 1735, under the reign of his fucceffor, being

diffatished with count Sulkowfky, minifter and

favourite, affured * * that, if he could pro-

cure him a plan of this partition, he and his

court would fpare nothing which might accom-

pliili the dovvTifal of Sulkowlky, and procure

N 3 him
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him his place. had the perfidy to ac-»

cept this propofitiori. He had the writing

copied y and remitted to the prince of Lich-

fenftein.

The Saxons declared againft the houfe of

Aiiftria; and, precifely before the arrival of

the king, the queen of Hungary had fent the

old maid Kling to Drefden, whofe profefiion

was that of intrigue, and who, having taken

part in the education of the queen of Poland,

malked the commiffion with which flie was

charged under the pretence of an ordinary

journey ; the foie end of which commiffion was

to gain upon the affedions of a princefs, with

whom the had long been conne6led.

Scarcely had fhe arrived at Drefden before

ilie repaired to count ^ ^ Taking him

afide, fhe drew the partition project from her

pocket, and alked— Do you know this >

Either promife me immediately to make the

Saxon troops evacuate Bohemia, or I will

difcover your treafon, and you are undone.’^

* * promifed whatever flie pleafed. Nei-

ther would his timidity fuffer him to difoblige

the king ;
and he had a repugnance to entruft

the Saxon troops to the command of a neigh-

bour, whom fix months before he had wiflied

to ftrip of his ftates. Add to this he was averfc

to
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to contribute to the elevation of the eledlor of

Bavaria, whom he envied the acquiiition of the

Imperial dignity. Thefe different fenfations

contended in his mind ; fear was at laft vidtori-

ous, and led him to confide the Saxon troops

to the king, well determined to withdraw them

as foon as poffible.

In the afternoon, the king held a conference.

Count * ^ count Saxe, M. de Valori, Mr.

Defaleur, and count Rutowfky, were prefent.

The king explained the means which he thought

might befi: fave Segur and Bavaria. He had a

map of Moravia, on which he pointed out the

plan of the campaign. His intention was to

fall on the quarters of the Auftrians, from all

parts : de Broglio, in confequence, was to

attack prince Charles of Lorraine, who com-

manded the army near Frauenberg, while the

Pruffians and Saxons fiiould take them in flank,

toward Iglau. Count Saxe objedled that mar-

flial de Broglio had fcarcely fixteen thoufand

men, and that the expedition of Iglau would

fail for want of forage and fubfiftence. The firft

objedlion was unanfwerable. The king undertook

to obviate the fecond, by going to Prague and

concerting with Sechelles, the intendant of the

army, the means of furnifhing^the Saxons with

provifions.

,

N 4 The
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The king of Poland in the interim entered

the chamber. After mutual civilities, the king

wiflied to do him the honour of communicating

the ufe to which he meant to put his troops.

Count * * * had immediately folded up the

map of Moravia. The king re-demanded this

map ; it was again opened, and his majefty

became a kind of itinerant flage dodor, dif-

playing his merchandize to the bed: of his

ability. He particularly infilled that the king

of Poland never could pofTefs, if he would not

give himfelf the trouble of taking, Moravia.

Auguflus replied yes and no, with a counte-

nance that denoted languor. whom
this converfation rendered impatient, inter-

rupted it, by announcing to his mafter that the

opera was going to begin. The conquering of

ten kingdoms would not have detained the king

of Poland a minute longer. To the opera

therefore they went, and the king obtained, in

defpite of all opponents, an affirmation and final

refolution.

It was neceffary to cut proceedings fhort,

like a city taken by alTault : there were no

other means of fucceeding at this court. On
the morrow, at fix in the morning, the king

invited father Guarini to come to him, who was

at once a kind of favourite, minifter, buffoon,

and
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and confeffor. The king fpoke fo as to per-

fuade him that he only hoped fuccefs by his

intervention. The cunning of the Italian was

the dupe of his pride. Father Guarini quitted

the king, and went to Auguftus, whom he

confirmed in the refolution he had taken. The

king at length departed from Drefden, after

having overcome all impediments, the ill-wilL

of count the want of refolution of Au-

guftus, and the tergiverfations of count Saxe ;

who, little occupied concerning Bavaria, ftill

had the chimeras of Courland in his brain, and

believed that, in order to make his court, it

was necefiary he fhould, as far as pofiible,

counteract the PrulTians.

When the king arrived at Prague, Lintz ftill

held out; but count Tsrring had very incon-

fiderately fuffered himfelf to be beaten by the

Auftrians. Some attempts were made to infpire

marftial de Broglio with activity, but in vain.

The king immediately concerted with M. de

Sechelles the means of farniftiing fubliftrence to

the Saxons. Sechelles anfwered— impofiibi-

lities ihall become poffible ”—a fentence which

ought to be written in letters of gold over the

office-doors of all army-contradlors. Sechelles

did not fatisfy himfelf with flying this ; he per-

formed all he promifed.

From
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From Prague, the king paffed by his quarter?,

in Bohemia. On the road, he learnt that Glatz

had capitulated ; and he continued his journey

toward Moravia. He had appointed to meet

count Saxe and Polaftron at Landlkron, to

confer on the enfuing operations. Polaftron

was a man of fo much religion that he feemed

to be born rather to tell his beads than to make

war. The king from thence repaired to Ol-

mutz, on which marflial Schwerin had lately

feized. Magazines were to have been formed

in this town, but Sechelles was not there to

fuperintend. The ftay of the king in this

place was too fliort to obviate this inconve-

nience, and the beft meafures which feemed to

prefent themfelves were obliged to be taken.

While the king was at Olmutz, one Fitzner,

a counfellor of the grand duke of Tufcany,

came thither, charged with fome propofitions

from the court of Vienna. The king, giving

too much way to his impatience, and without

hearing what Fitzner had to fay, fpoke without

full-fliop or comma in his difcourfe ; an un-

pardonable fault in negotiation, during which

prudence requires a patient hearing fhould be

given, and a deliberate reply. He rehearfed

all the infractions which had been committed

by his court on the truce of OberfchnellendorfF,

and
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and exhorted the queen to come to an accom-

modation with her enemies. Fitzner informed,

the king of the difgraceful capitulation which

Segur had lately figned at Lintz ; from which

the king took an opportunity of extrading new

reafons to haften peace, by infmuating that the

Englilh had only their own intereft in view,

and would finally facrifice the queen, to the

advantages they v/ould endeavour to obtain for

their commerce. Thus was Fitzner obliged to

re-fwallow the things he was ordered to fay,

and it was mutually agreed to maintain a fecret

correfpondence, by the means of a certain

canon named Janini.

While thefe things were pafiing, news arrived

from Frankfort on the Main, which announced

the eledion and coronation of the eledor of

Bavaria, Charles VII. The court of Vienna

however did not reft inadive ; and, while ne-

gotiations were ardently carried on, nothing

was negleded, which refource could yield, to

repel by force its numerous enemies. Fifteen

thoufand regulars were raifed in Hungary ; the

ban and arriere ban were proclaimed throughout

the kingdom, which muft produce nearly forty-

thoufand men* The intention of this court

was to form two armies ; one of which was to

penetrate by Hradifch into Moravia ; and the

other
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Other to pafs by the Jablunka, and gain, in

Upper Silefia, the rear of the Pruffian army,

while prince Charles Hiould advance from Bo-

hemia, to attack the king in front.

The king had not taken more than half the

troops that wintered in Upper Silefia, amount-

ing to fifteen thoufand men; at the head of

whom he joined the French and Saxons, near

Trebiich. Another corps by his orders occu-

pied Wifchau, Hradifch, Kremfir, and the

frontiers of Hungary, to cover his operations.

The flownefs, added to the ill-will, of the

Saxons, was the occafion that days and even

weeks were lofl in this expedition, which lofs

was of great prejudice to affairs. A fingle ex-

ample will afford fuflicient proof. Budifchau

is a pleafure-houfe, rich and magnificent, ap-

pertaining to count Bur. This, out of com-

plaifance, was appointed the head quarters of

the Saxons, and counts Rutowfky and Saxe

found themfelves fo much at their eafe there

that it was impoffible to make them proceed.

They flaid at this place three days. Prince

Lobkowitz, in confequence of this delay, had

time to withdraw his magazines from Iglau ;

and, on the approach of the allies, he fell back

toward Wittingau. The Saxons occupied Ig-

lau > but no remonflrances could prevail on

them
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tiiem to advance, either toward the Taya or

Horn in Auftria. It is the fortune of moil ge-

nerals, who command auxiliary troops, to fee

all their projeds fail, for want of obedience

and execution. The Saxons, who were the

moft interefted in this expedition, were thofe

who were guilty of the moft ill faith, to coim-

terad its effeds.

Thefe difappointments obliged the king to

make new difpofitions. He gave the Saxons

the quarters neareft to Bohemia, and the Pruf-

fians occupied the banks of the Taya, from

Znaym as far as Godingen, a fmall town which

is on the frontiers of Hungary. A detachment

of five thoufand men foon departed from

Znaym, and made an irruption into Upper

Auftria. The panic fpread to the very gates of

Vienna. The court recalled ten thoufand men
out of Bavaria to the fuccour of that capital.

Ziethen’s huflars advanced to Stockerau, which

is only a poft from Vienna. This irruption was

of great utility, by the quantity of fubfiftence

which it procured. But the Saxons were very

much alarmed in their quarters; every bufla

was an Auftrian ; fear magnified every objed,

and they demanded permiflion to occupy the

quarters of the Pruftians, which was granted.

Polaftron, recalled into Boherqia by the orders

of
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of de Broglio, had quitted the army ; fo tha^

the remainder fcarcely amounted to thirty*

thoufand men.

The king difcovered, by intercepted letters,

that the Hungarians began to aflemble, on the

frontiers of Moravia. There was not a moment

to lofe. This militia muft be difperfed before

its numbers became too conliderable. Prince

Thierry of Anhalt was appointed to this com*

mand ; who, with ten battalions, as many fqua*

drons, and a thoufand hulTars, entered Hun-

gary, carried three of the quarters of the

pandours, took twelve hundred men, and fpread

fuch an alarm in the kingdom that a part of

the arriere ban foon feparated. The expedi-

tion thus happily terminated, the prince re-

turned to the army in the vicinity of Brunn

;

for the Saxons were at Znaym, Sab, and

Nickellbourg ; and the Pruffians at Bohrlitz,

Aufterlitz, Schlowitz, and in the neighbour^

hood of Brunn. Artillery had been demanded

of the king of Poland, to befxCge this town

;

which he, for want of money, refufed. He had

lately expended four hundred thoufand crowns,

in the purchafe of a large green diamond.

He wilhed pofTeffion, yet refufed the means.

The expedition of the king therefore failed

for many reafons. Segur had fuffered liimfelf

to
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to be taken before fuccours could arrive ; Bro^^

glio was paralytic ; feared Mifs Kling

more than he hoped for Moravia ; Aiiguftus

III. wanted a kingdom, but would not be at

the trouble of conquering a kingdom. Should

Brunn not be taken, the allies could not

even maintain themfelves in Moravia. What

was ftill worfe, the king could place no de-

pendence on the fidelity of the Saxons ; he had

caufe to expe6l they would abandon him at the

approach of the enemy. One day, without the

ieaft intimation, the Saxons all forfook their

quarters, and with precipitation threw them-

felves into thofe which the Pruflians occupied.

About a thoufand Auftrian huffars had imparted

this panic terror. Quarters were procured for

them, and Brunn was more clofely furrounded

than before.

The commander of the place was an intelli-

gent man. He fent people in difguife, to fet

the villages, where the troops were quartered,

on fire. There were conflagrations every night.

More than lixteen fmall towns, villages, or

hamlets, were ellimated to have been confumed

by the flames. Three thoufand men, of the

garrifon of Brunn, one day attacked the regi-

ment of Truchfes, in the village of Lefch.

This regiment defended itfelf for five hours

Z with
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with admirable conftancy and valour. The
village was burnt, but the enemy was repulfed,

without having acquired the lead advantage.

Truchfes, Varenne, and leveral officers, were

there wounded, and there acquired fame.

The efforts which had been made, for the

relief of Segur, naturally drew the Audrians

into Moravia. Prince Charles of Lorraine

prepared to march to the relief of Brunn.

It was neceffary to choofe ground on which to

affemble the troops, wiiich would at the fame

time be an advantageous camp. Thefe pro-

perties were found to be united in the environs

of the town of Bohrlitz. The king communi-

cated his defign of waiting for the enemy in

that fituation to count Saxe ; which might have

been executed with fo much the more fecurity

becaufe that the king had been reinforced, by fix

battalions and thirty fquadrons of h\s own troops.

The count gave an ambiguous anfwer, which

was preparatory to excufes of dlfobedience.

The mod fpecious reafbn he alleged was founded

on the number of his troops, which did not

amount to more than eight thoufand men.

The little faith to be placed in the Saxons

caufed the king to refledl on his fituation. His

own forces did not confid in more than twenty-

fix thoufand men. He could rely only on

thefe^
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thefe, and they were infufficicnt to make head

againfl: the army of prince Charles of Lorraine*

And wherefore perfift in conquering that Mo-

ravia for which the king of Poland, who was

to pofTefs it, teftified fo much indifference ?

The only part he had to take was to join the

Pruflian troOps, that were in Bohemia. The
army of the prince of Anhalt, which would be

ufelefs near Brandenbourg, might be employed

to cover Olmutz and Upper Silefia. The prince

therefore received orders to divide his forces

immediately, to fend a part to Ghrudim, in Bo-

liemia> and to condudt feventeen battalions and

thirty-five fquadrOns into Upper Silefia, where

he would be joined by his fon, prince Didier,

with the troops the king would leave in thofe

parts.

Notwithftanding thefe difpofitions, the king

flill found himfelf in a perilous fituation. He
had continually had caufe to fufped the Saxons,

but their ill faith was not fufficiently manifeft.

De Broglio releafed him from this embarraff-

ment, by demanding the Saxon troops to rein-

force himfelf, as he faid, againfl: prince Charles,

who v/as coming to attack him; though the

prince was adiiially leading his army into Mo-
ravia. The king feembd to credit the falfe

VOL, I. PART I. O intelii-
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intelligence of marflial de Broglio, to rid inm*

felf of allies in whom he could not confide.

The departure from Moravia was determined

on. Fifteen fquadrons and twelve battalions

attended the king into Bohemia. Twenty-five

fquadrons and nineteen battalions remained,

under the command of prince Thierry, in an

advantageous camp near Olmutz ; where this

pritice might have maintained himfelf, had

marfhai Schwerin taken proper care to colled

fufficient provifions for the troops. De Bulow,

who followed the king in quality of Saxon

tnvoy, feeing him ready to depart from Mo-
ravia, faid— Who, fire, then fhall crown my

mafler The king replied, crowns were

not obtained without heavy artillery ; and that

it was the fault of the Saxons if this had beeti

\Vanting for the fiege of Brunn. The king,

well determined never more to command troops

that were not at his own difpofal, and who were

not capable of obediened^ purfued his route,

palling by Zwittau and Leutomifchel, and

arrived on the feventeenth of April at Chrudim,

to be near prince Leopold, where he fent his

troops into quarters of refrefliment.

The Saxons fufFered a fmali check in their

retreat. The enemy’s huflars carried off a

battalion which conftituted their rear - guard.

Vain
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Vain were perfuafions to induce them tojoin die

French. They traverfed the Pruffian quarters,

to canton themfelves in the circle of Satz, on

the frontiers of their eledorate. By their de-

fedion, the enfeebled French remained at

Pifeck, without fuccour. The burden of war

refted almoft wholly on the Pruffian (boulders,

and in the weaknefs of the allies the enemy

found the mod flattering hopes of fuccefs.

While the Pruffians were recovering from

their fatigues in Bob/'rnia, the French flumber-

ing at Pifeck, and the Saxons removing with

all poffiblefpeed from the hazards of war, prince

Charles re-entered Moravia. Prince Thierry

of Anhalt offered him battle, near Wifchau.

He had taken his pofition fo well that the troops

of the queen feared to attack. The Prtiffians

remained in that pofition, which they did not

quit till they had firft confumed the lafl: barrel

of flour. Prince Thierry pafled the mountains

of Moravia, and encamped between Troppau

and J^gerndorff, while the army of the enemy

gave no figns of purfuit. In this retreat, the

new-raifed dragoons of NafTau had an affair

with the Auftrian huflars *, where they fignal-

ized themfelves by their valour and behaviour.

At Napagedell,

O z At
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At the fame time, the regiment of Canneberg *

opened themfelves a paffagc through three

thoiifand enemies, who would have cut them

off from the army^ and acquired much renown.

The gendarmes, who were cantoned, were at-

tacked by night in a village, to which the

enemy had fet fire. Half of the fquadrons

fought on foot amid the flames, that they might

give the other half time to mount; after which

they fell unitedly on the Auftrians, repulfed

them^ and took fome prifoners. One colonel

Bredow commanded.

Thefe are unimportant fads, but why fhould

fuch glorious adions be fuffered to perifli in

oblivion, efpecially in a work of gratitude, con-

fecrated to the renown of troops fo brave ?

What however might be hoped from this war,

after refleding on the little intelligence to be

found among the allies ; on the pitiable gene-

rals of the Freiich ; on the feeblenefs of their

army ; and on the flill greater feeblenefs of the

army of the emperor ? What could be fore-

feen, except that the vaft projeds of the cabinet

of Verfailles, which the preceding year had

feemed capable of accomplifhment, were now

become more than doubtful ?

* Between Prerau and Gratz.

Such-
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Such-like prognoftics, founded on indubita-

ble fadls, warned the king not to adventure

too far into the labyrinth, but immediately to

fearch the clue. Other reafons were added

to thofe we have related, which induced him to

renew the negotiation for peace with the queen

of Hungary. Lord Hyndford was employed

to accomplifli this agreement. He was more

proper than any other, having already been

concerned in the reconciliation of the two

powers, and having his own vanity intereCled

to complete the work he had begun. He found

the court of Vienna lefs pliant than before. The

affair of Lintz, the evacuation of Moravia, and

the defedtion of the Saxons, had reftored its

innate haughtinefs. Its fecret negotiations at

the court of VerfaiUes gave birth to views ftill

more extended. In all ages the fpirit of the

court of Auflria has been feen to follow the

brute impreffions of nature. Inflated in good

fortune, crouching in adverfity, never could it

arrive at that fage moderation which renders

men invulnerable to the good or evil that

chance diftribqtes. Its pride and cunning were

again predominant. The ill fuccefs of this at-

tempt of lord Hyndford flrengthened the king

in his opinion, that, in order to make any ne-

gotiation for peace fucceed with the Auftrians,

O 3 it
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it was firft neceffary they fliould be well beaten.

A fine army that now had taken reft invited

him to tempt the fate of a battle. It was com-

pofcd of thirty-four battalions and lixty fqua-

drons ; amounting to nearly thirty-three thou*

fand men.

Before this was determined on, a change had

happened in the Englifti miniftry. That free

and reftlefs nation was diftatisfied with govern-

ment, becaufe the war in India was to its dif-

advantage, and becaufc that Great Britain did

not ad the refpedable part becoming her on

the continent. They chaftifed the king on

the back of his minifter, and he was obliged to

part with Sir Robert Walpole, who was re-

placed by lord Carteret. A fimilar kind of dif-

content in the paft century had coft Charles I.

his life. The latter was the work of fanaticifm ;

the fall of Walpole only could be attributed to

the cabals of a fadion. The nobles all ftruggled

to be minifters : Walpole had too long occupied

his place. After having overthrown him, the

pofiibility of fuccefs imparted new effervefcence

to the ambition of the great, which occafioned

this poft to pafs from hand to hand, and to be-

come of all the offices of the kingdom the leaft

(table.

Cardinal
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Cardinal de Fleuri was very ill fatisfied with

this change. The moderate condudb of Wal-

pole was very commodious to him, and he

dreaded every thing from the impetuolity of

Carteret, who, like Hannibal, had fworn im-

placable hatred to all that bore the name of

French. Carteret did not belie the opinion

that had been entertained of him. He caufed

fubfidies to be paid to the queen of Hungary,

took her under his protcdlion, fent Englifh troops

over to Flanders, and, to diminifh the number

of the enemies of Auftria, pledged himfelf to

the king to procure an advantageous peace.

Thefe offers were gratefully received ; though

the king was well determined to owe the obliga-

tion of peace to the valour of his troops alone^

and not to found his hopes on the incertitude of

negotiation.

Marfhal Broglio, who faw himfelf at Pifeck

with a dozen of dukes and peers at the head of

ten thoufand men, made fo many remonftrances

that the cardinal refolved to fend him fome fuc-

cour. The men were not affembled till the

fpring, and they arrived too late. The French

are often reproached with the fault of tardinefs.

When the friends of the Auftrians, they oc-

cafioned them the lofs of Belgrade. Now that

they were their enemies, they did them no

O 4 liarm ^
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harm : that peace refembled war, and this

war refembled peace. By fuch childifh con-

dud they were the deftrudion of the emperor,

and prudence taught moft of their allies to

abandon them. The prefent age was barren of

great men, in France ; that of Louis XIV. pro-

duced a multitude. The adminiftration of a

priefl had deftroyed the army. Under Maza-

rine they were heroes ; under Fleuri they were

Sybarite courtiers.

Events previous to the Battle of Chotufitz^ Dif-

pofition of the Battle. Affair of Sahe. Mar-

Jhal de Belleifle at the Brujfian Camp. His De-

parture for Saxony. Peace of Brejlau.

H E army of the king in Bohemia was in

three divifions. Sixteen battalions and

twenty fquadrons covered the general quarters

of Chrudim. Ten battalions and twenty fqua-

drons, under the command of general Gotz,

were in the vicinage of Leutomifchel ; and

Kalckftein occupied Kuttenberg with a fimilar

number. Thefe three corps might be affembled

ip eight and forty hours. There were befides

CHAP. VI

two
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two battalions in the fortrefs of Glatz. One

battalion guarded the ntagazines of Kdnigf-

gr^tz, and three others covered thofe of Par-

dubitz, Podiebrad, and Nienbourg ; fo that the

Elbe ran in a line parallel to the rear of the

Pruflian quarters, and the magazines were

diftributed in Rich a manner that, let the enemy-

approach on what fide he would, the army might

face him as he advanced.

The prince of Anhalt being ftronger than

was neceflary, and having no enemy to oppofe,

kept eighteen battalions and fixty fquadrons to

cover Upper Silefia, and detached general

Derfchau, with eight battalions and thirty fqiia-

drons, to reinforce the army of Bohemia. This

reinforcement was on the march when intelli-

gence was brought that prince Charles had

quitted Moravia, and marched through Teutfch-

brod and Zwittau, to enter Bohemia. It was

known alfo that marfhal Konigfeck, who com-

manded that army a latere^ had faid that it

was neceflary to march immediately toward

Prague, and to give the Pruflians battle on the

way. He fuppofed the latter only fifteen thou-

land ftrong, and judged his own fuperiority Rif-

ficient to attack a corps fo feeble without dan-

ger. Many people have condemned the mar-

shal, becaufe that, while making war in the pro-

vinces
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vihces of the queen herfelf, he was fo ill in-

formed. This was not entirely his fault ; Bo-

hemia inclined more toward the Bavarians than

the Auftrians. The PrufTians were vigilant,

and attentively obferved thofe perfons by whom
they might be betrayed. Troops arrived,

others departed ; fo that movements fo compli-

cated might not eafily be unravelled, by country-

men or the common people. The fpies of

Konigfeck might do their duty ill, but he ought

not to be too lightly condemned. That general

perhaps thought that, if marlhal Neuperg had,

by his own fault, been beaten at Molwitz, this

was not a good reafon for fuppofmg the Pruf-

fians invincible ; and his projed of expediting

the Pruffians on his road, and taking Prague by

furprife, was great.

On the approach of the Auftrians, the king

had the choice of two parties ; either to have

the Elbe in his front, or to meet prince Charles

and give him battle. The latter was prevalent,

not only as the moft glorious but the moft

utile ; becaufe that it muft haften a peace, the

negotiations of which, as we have faid, de-

manded a decifive blow. The army of the

king aftembled ^ immediately round Chrudim,

Prlay 13 th.

which
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which was its center. The right was fupported

by Trzenitz, and the left by the rivulet of thQ

Chrudimka. The fcouts and fpies, as well as

defertcrs from the enemy, gave notice that

prince Charles would encamp the fame day at

Setfch and Boyanof, and that he would remain

there on the 1 5th. On other fides it was heard

that a detachment of the enemy occupied

Czallau ; that another corps marched to Kuc^

tenberg ; and that the huflars had feized ou

the bridge of Kollin. The dehgn of Konig-?

feck appeared to be that of carrying the Pruf-

fian magazine of Nienbourg, and afterward of

advancing toward Prague.

To counterad; this, the king, departed on the

15th with the van~guard, followed by the army,

to gain the poll ofKuttenberg before the enemy.

It was requifite to haften the march, that the

ovens of the army might be fet up at Podiebrad.

This van-guard was compofed of ten battalions,

ten fquadrons of dragoons, and ten of hylTars.

The king encamped on the heights of Podert-

zau befide Cotibortz, where this corps though

feeble was in an impregnable poft. The king,

that he might perfedly know his ground, went

to reconnoitre, and faw from the height a body

of feven or eight thoufand men, who en-

camped at the diftance of half a mile toward

Wilincof.
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Wilincof. CoQibining circumftances with the

march of prince Charles, this corps was fuppofed

to be that of prince Lobkowitz, coming from

Budweis, to join the grand army. Prince Leo-

pold who followed the king had orders to ad-

vance on the morrow, that thefe two bodies

might be capable of reciprocal fuccour. No-

thing however wasfeen in the environs of Po-

deitzau, except numerous fmall parties, pro-

bably fent by the enemy to reconnoitre the

camp. The Pruffian patroles were active aU

the night, the horfes were kept faddled, and the

foidiers dreffed ,* which put the van-guard be-

yond the danger of furprife.

On the morrow at break of day, the huf-

fars brought word, that the camp which had

been feen at Wilincof, had difappeared. The

troops that had been taken for thofe of prince

Lobkowitz were, in fad, the van-guard of

prince Charles ; who, that they might riik no-

thing, had retired at the approach of the Pruf^

fians. As foon as prince Leopold had pafled

the defile of Hermanieftitz, the van-guard con-

tinued its march. The king, on the route,

chofe a pofition for the army ; and fent prince

Leopold orders to encamp the right at Czaflau,

* May i6th.

I^ndI
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and the left at the village of Chotufitz. The

van-guard preceded the army only half a mile.

It took cantonments between Neuhof, to the

right of the PniiTian army, and Kutteaberg.

Here they found a batch of bread prepared for

the Auftrians, and every thing of which the

troops might ftand in need. The van-guard

was to affemble upon the heights of Neuhof,

on a difcharge of three cannon. This was eafy

to be done, becaufe the moft difhant reginients

were not more than a quarter of a mile from the

others.

Toward the evening, prince Leopold fent

an officer to report to the king that the march

of the army had been retarded, by the artillery

and heavy baggage ; that, not arriving at the

camp till fun-fet, he had been prevented from

taking Czaflau, and that he had learnt that prince

Charles encamped at Wilincof, that is to fay at

a mile’s diftance from the Pruffian camp. This

was all preparatory for the enfuing battle ; to

begin which the king departed, on the 17th,

at four in the morning, to join prince Leopold.

Arriving on the heights of Neuhof, the whole

Auftrian army was difcovered ; which, during

the night, had gained Czaflau, and which was

advancing in four columns to attack the Pruf-

hans.

The
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The following is the order in which prince

Leopold arranged the troops. They were on a

plain, the left of which inclined toward the park

of Spillau. Between this park and the village

of Chotufitz the ground was marfby, and in-

terfeded by fome fmall rivulets. At the end of

the right was the neighbourhood of Neuhof,

fupported by a continuation of ponds, having a

height in front. The king ordered marlhal

Buddenbrock to occupy that height with his

cavalry, and prince Leopold to ftrike the tents,

place two thirds of the infantry in the firfl: line,

and leave a fpace in the right of the fecond

line, where the infantry of the van-guard

might form. The whole of the van-guard, as

well cavalry as infantry, arrived on full trot to

join the army. The dragoons were placed on

the fccond line, at the wing which marfliai

Buddenbrock commanded, and the huffars on

the flanks ; and in the third the infantry formed

the flank, and the fecond line of the right

wing; for the P ruffians had been taught, by

the battle of Molwitz, the importance of guard-

ing the flanks.

Scarcely were the troops incorporated before

the cannonade began. Eighty-two pieces of

Pruffian artillery kept up a hot fire. Marfhal

Buddenbrock had formed his cavalry on a

height
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height which was in his front, fo that his right

outwinged the left of prince Charles. He at-

tacked the enemy with fo much impetuofity

that he overthrew all oppofition. The dull

was prodigious, which was the caufe that the

cavalry could not profit by its advantage fo

much as might have been expeded. The

huflars of Bronikowfky, newly raifed, had been

part of the van-guard of the king. Their uni-

form was green. The cavalry did not know

and miflook them for the enemy. A cry ran

through the corps, PFe are cut and this

firfl vidorious line fled as if routed.

Count Rottembourg, who was with the dra-

goons of the fecond line, overthrew a body of

the enemy that had flood firm. He afterward

fell on the flank of the Auflrian infantry, which

he ufed very ill, and which he would have cut

in pieces, had not fome cuirafliers and Auflrian

huffars fallen upon him, flank and rear. Rot»

tembourg was wounded, and his forces, thrown

into confufion, retreated from the pell mell

multitude with difficulty. The cavalry how-

ever rallied ; and when the dufl: was laid there

did not appear on the ground where the com-

bat had been fo hot above five fquadrons of

the enemy. Thefe were the dragoons of Wurr
temberg, commanded by colonel Bretlach.

During
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During this conteft of the cavalry, there ap^'

peared a certain wavering in the enemy's in«

fantry, which befpoke its indecifidn ; and mar-

flial Konigfeck refolved to make an attack on

the left of the Pruflians with his right. This was

a judicious ftep, becaufe prince Leopold, hav-

ing been too dilatory in forming the troops, had

not Had time to occupy the moft advantageous

ground on the left. He had haftily garnifhed

the village of Chotufitz, which was occupied

by the regiment of Schwerin ; but diforderly^j

and in a bad manner. His own regiment was on

the left of this village, but at too great a dif-

tance; becaufe he had fuppofed, without ex-

amining the ground, that the cavalry of the

left mull occupy the fpace which lay between

his regiment and the park of Spihau : butj

this ground being interfedled by rivulets, it was

not poffible for the cavalry to form there;

whence it refulted that the left wing of his

regiment was in the air The good will of

the cavalry however induced it to attempt im-

poffibilities. It hied off, in part, through the

village of Chotufitz, and in part over bridges^

to form. Here it found Bathiani, with the

Auftrian cavalry, ready formed in front. On

* A military term fignifying, at a dillance, cut off from

l^ccour. T.

this,
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this, the regiments of Waldau, Pruffia, and

Bredow, forced the firft and fecond line of the

enemy, cut in pieces the regiments of Hunga-

rian infantry, Palfy and Vetefch, which formed

the referve of the Auftrians, and, perceiving

that their ardour had led them too far, forced

the fecond and after that the firft line of the

enemy’s infantry, and thus returned, loaded

with trophies, to rejoin the army.

The fecond line of the left wing of the Pruf-

fian cavalry was attacked by an Auftrian corps^

as it left Chotulitz, before it had time to form,

and was beaten in detail. Konigfeck, perceiv-

ing that the regiment of Leopold, being aban^

doned by the cavalry, had no fupport, dire(5led

all the efforts of his infantry on that fide.

This regiment was obliged to give back, and

the enemy profited by the motion to fet fire to

the village of Chotufitz, in which they were

guilty of great folly ; for a village which is

intended to be taken ought not to be burnt, as

the flames prevent entrance ; although it is

prudent to fet fire to a village abandoned, in

order to impede the purfuit of the enemy.

The regiment of Schwerin, perceiving the fire

in good time, forfook the village, and formed

the left flank. The fire rofe as a barrier, that

VOL, I. part I, P pre-*
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prevented the affault of the two armies on tha|:

fide.

Notwithftanding this obftacle, the enemy

attacked the left of the Pruffians on the right

of the village. Among others, a Hungarian

regiment of infantry wilhed to enter that line

fword in hand ; but their effay was fo unfuc-

cefsful that foldiers and officers, as well as the

regiment of Leopold Daun> lay extended be-

fore the Pruffian battalions as if they had thrown

down their arms : fo formidable is a well-

handled mufket become.

The king feized this moment promptly to

attack the left flank of the enemy’s infantry,

which motion decided the vi6tory. TheAuftrians

fell back on their right, and were driven to

Dobroya. They were forced upon ground

where they could not fight, and their confufion

became general. The whole country was co-

vered with fugitives. Marfhal Buddenbrock

followed hotly at their heels, and purfued them

with forty fquadrons, fupported by ten batta-

lions, to the diftance of a mile from the field of

battle. The Pruffian trophies confifted in

eighteen cannon, and two pair of colours : they

took twelve hundred prifoners. Though thij

may not be ranked in the firfl: order of battles,

ftill the enemy lofl: a number of officers ; and.

if
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sf the dead, prifoners, wounded, and deferters

are included, their iofs may be eftimated, with-

out exaggeration, at feven thoufand men* A
quantity of ftandards would likewife have been

taken had they not had the precaution to leave

them in the rear, under the guard of three

hundred horfe. The PrufTians loft eleven ftand-*

ards, which ought to be the lefs furpriling,

becaufe it was the cuftom of the Auftrian

Cavalry, at that time, to fire on horfeback. It

was always beaten, but ftill it was fatal to the

horfes of the aftailants.

The dead of the Pruflians amounted to nine

hundred horfe, and feven hundred foot. There

were full two thoufand wounded* Generals

Werdcck, and Wedel, and colonels Bifriiarck,

Malzahn, Kortzfleifch, and Britz, gloriouily

loft their lives on that day. The troops did

wonders. The battle only lafted three hours#

That of Molwitz had been hotter, more bloody,

and was in, its confequences more important#

Had the Pruffians been beaten at Chotufitz,

the ftate would not have been without refource

;

but by gaining the vidlory they gained peace.

The generals of each army were guilty of

errors, which it will be well to examine, that

fuch faults may be avoided in future. Let uS

begin with marfhal Konigfeck, His prqjciS

P a Was
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was to furprife the Pruffians. He feized by

night on Czallau, and his light troops fkirmifhed

till the morning with the grand guards of the

Pruffians. Was this purpofely to keep them

alert, and to prevent their being furprifed ; or

did he intend to inform them of his own de-

fign ? On the day of battle he might, at day-

break, have fallen on the camp of prince

Leopold, where the king did not arrive till fix

in the morning. What did he ? He waited

till eight o’clock before he put his army in

motion, and the van-guard arrived. What
were the faults he committed during the battle ?

He gave marfhal Buddenbrock liberty to feize

on an advantageous height, from which the

Pruffian cavalry fell upon and overthrew his

left wing. He took the village of Chotufitz

;

and, inftead of employing it intirely to turn the

left flank of his enemy, he deprived himfelf of

this advantage by fetting it on fire, and pre-

venting his own troops from paffing through it,

which protected the left of the Pruffians. He
kept his whole attention on the right, and

negleded his left wing, which the king out-

winged, and forced to retire, as far as the rivu-

let of Dobroya, whence the confufion of that

wing was communicated to the whole army.

,
May i;th.

-Thus,
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Thus, at the moment when he held vidory in

his grafp, he fuffered it to efcape, and found

himfelf obliged to fly to avoid the ignominy of

throwing down his arms.

The condud of the king may be cenfured,

becaufe he did not rejoin his army in this camp.

He might have confided his van-guard to ano-

ther officer, by whom it might have been con-

duded to Kuttenberg as well as by himfelf.

But the reproof due to the manner in which the

ground was occupied appertains folely to prince

Leopold. He ought literally to have obeyed

the inftrudions fent by the king. He ought

to have been roufed from his fecurity, being

informed of the defigns of the enemy by fkir-

mifhes, which continued all the night. He did

not make a judicious ufe of the ground on

which he was to fight. His errors confifted in

not having thrown fome infantry into the park

of Spiflau, which covered the left. This might

well have prevented the approach of Bathiani

and his cavalry. The cavalry of the prince

ought to have fupported itfelf at this park :

had he been vigilant enough to do this in time,

the thing was not impradicable. His order of

battle, on the right, was lefs defedive. By

making the changes which have been indicated,

his cavalry, on the left, would have had the
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fmall rivulets in its rear, which it was obliged

to pafs in the prefence of the enemy, and

would have found itfclf on ground where no*

thing could have jH'evented it from adiing freely.

Let us further add that the village of Chotufitz

had not, at the moft, any thing more than the

appearance of a poll. The church-yard was

the only tenable place ; but that was furrounded

by wooden cottages, which would have been in

flames as foon as the firing of the infantry

Ihould begin. The only means of defending

this village would have been intrenchment

;

Sind, as there was no time for fuch a work,

^ny intention of maintaining it ought not to

have taken birth. The principal fault which

prince Leopold committed, in what preceded

the adion, was that he would not believe the

enemy was coming to attack him, till he faw

the columns begin to form in his front. It

was then too late to think of good difpofitions.

But the valour of the troops triumphed over

enemies, obftacles, impediments of ground,

and faults which appertained only to their com*

manders. Such an army w^as capable of re*

trieving a general, and the king himfelf allows

that he ha^ more than one obligation, of this

kind, to its excellence.

The Auftrians, after their defeat, halted only

when
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when they arrived at the village of Habor,

three miles diftant from the field of battle,

where they took a fortified camp on the top of

the hills. Prince Charles was here joined by a

reinforcement of four thoufand men. The

king, at the fame time, received fix thoufand,

under the condud ofgeneral Derfehau, fent him

by the prince of Anhalt, out of Upper Silefia*

The Pruffians followed the foe : but, when

their van-guard appeared, toward evening, in

the neighbourhood of Habor, prince Charles

decamped that very night, and, pafTing through

thick woods, obtained the road of Teutfehbrod*

The Pruflian troops, unable to march further

into Bohemia, for want of provilions, went and

encamped at Kuttenberg, that they might be

near their magazines.

While prince Charles fuffered himfelf to be

beaten by the Pruffians, "Lobkowitz pafled the

Muldau, at the head of feven thoufand men,

and audacioufly appeared before Frauenberg,

the caftle of which might have held out a week,

to which he laid fiege De Broglio, having

received a reinforcement of ten thoufand men,

and beingjoined by marihal deBelleifle, becaufe

that the diet of Frankfort had broken up;

* Relation of WllUch an cya-vvijnefs,

P 4 de
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de Broglio, I fay, undertook to fuccour the place.

He font his v/hoie corps through a very narrow

defiie, near Sahe, in which Lobkowitz had

placed fome infantry. The French fquadrons,

leaving the flrait without order or difpofition,

attacked the cuiraffiers of Hohen^ollern and

Bernis, that formed the rear-guard of Lob-

kowitz, and beat them. In the rear of the

Auftrians was a wood, where the Auftrians

feveral times rallied; but, as the number of

the French increafed, they at length forced

their enemies, and Lobkowitz did not think

himfelf in fafety till he had haflily gained Bud-

weis. The Auflrian cuirafTiers formerly had

the charader of the pillars of the empire ; the

battles of Crutzka and Molwitz deprived them

of their bed officers, whofe places were ill fup-

plied. This cavalry therefore fired or attacked

in diforder, confequently was often beaten, and

loft that confidence in itfelf which is the very

inftind of bravery,

The French vaunted of the affair at Sahe as

of a vidory of the firft magnitude. The bat-

tle of Pharfalia did not excite more rumour in

Rome than this trifling combat at Paris. The

feeblenefs of cardinal de Fleuri had need of

being propped by fome fuccefsful events, and,

two tHarfhals who were prefent at the con-

teft
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teft wifhed to new burnifli old reputation,

Marfhal de Belleifle, intoxicated with his fuccefs,

as well at Frankfort on the Main as at Sahe,

and vain of having given Germany an emperor,

repaired to the camp of the king, to concert

with him the means of awakening the Saxons

from their political ftupor. He chofe an un-

lucky moment; the king was very far from

entering into his views. The many fecret ne-

gotiations which were whifpered between the

Auftrians and cardinal de Fleuri, as well as

anecdotes difplaying his duplicity, had robbed

the king of confidence. It was known that

Ja Chetardie had told the emprefs of Ruffia

that, the moft certain means of reconciling

herfelf with Sweden was to indemnify that

power in Pomerania, at the expence of the

king of Pruffia*. This expedient the emprefs

tefufed, and imparted the projed: to the Pruf-

fian ambaffador. Cardinal Tencin meanwhile

declared to the pope, in the name of his court,

that his holinefs ought not to difturb himfclf

concerning the rife of the Pruflians
;

for thatj.^,

in fit time and place, France would take good

care to humble, as Ihe had done to aggrandize,

thofe heretics. The dark condud of cardinal

^ See ReJaUQTL Martefddt^

de
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de Fleuri rendered him deferving of every fuf-

' picion. He kept one Dufargis at Vienna, who

was his emiflary and negotiator. To circum-

vent him was therefore indifpenfably neceffary

;

efpecially when we add to fo many political

reafons that of finance, the ftrongeft and moft

decifive of all. There fcarcely were a hundred

and fifty thoufand crowns in the treafury. With

a fum fo fmall, it was impoflible to make the

neceffary preparations for the following cam-

paign. No refource was to be had in loans,

nor thofe expedients to which fovereigns have

recourfe, where opulence is the charadteriftic of

their kingdoms.

Thefe confiderations colledlively were the

caufe that full powers were fent to count Pode-

wils, who was then at Breflau, authorizing him

to fign a peace with lord Hyndford, who alfb

had full powers from the court of Vienna. This

too was the reafon that the king entered into

none of the meafures propofed to him by mar-

Ihal de Belleifle, and that the audiences of the

latter paffed only in compliments and panegy-

ric. It might be forefcen, by the fituation in

which marllial de Broglio had put himfelf,that he

was expofed to receive fome check. It was nOt

for the interefts of Pruffia that Auflria fhould be

inlitited with any new advantage, pre\ious to

6 the
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the figning of the peace. To prevent any fuch

adverfe accident, the king informed marfhal

de Broglio of the motions of prince Charles^

which tended to a jundion with prince Lob-

kowitz. He remonftrated to him that he muff

exped to be attacked by the united forces of

Aiiftria, and that if he. would not vigoroufly

pufh Lobkowitz, before the arrival of prince

Charles, he ought at leaft to revisual Frau*

enberg.

The marflial laughed at the advice of a young

man, paid no regard to it, and tranquilly re-

mained at Frauenberg, without very well know-

ing why. The Auftrians prefently came up,

carried one of his detachments at Tein, and,

paffing the Muldau, pillaged the whole bag-

gage of the French, Broglio, infinitely afto-

nifhed at what had happened, could only fly to

Pifeck, from which place, having given hi$

whole command in the few words, the army

muft march,’’ he retired to Braunau ; whence

he was driven by three thoufand Croats, and

purfued to the very walls of Prague.

This ill news occafioned a courier to be fent

off to Breflau, to haften the conclufion pf peace.

The eloquence of lord Hyndford, flrengthened

by the vidlory of the Pruflians, appeared more

perfuafive to the Auftrian miniflry than it had

done
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done formerly. They liftened to the counfels

of the king of England, and the following arc

the preliminary articles which were figned at

Breilau.

I. The queen of Hungary ceded to the king

of Pruffia Upper and Lower Silefia, with the

principality of Glatz ; except the towns of

Trcppau, JscgerndorfF, and the high mountains

htuated beyond the Oppa.

II. The Pruffians undertook to repay the

Englifh one million feven hundred thoufand

c/owns ; which fum was a mortgage loan on

Silefia.

The remaining articles related to a fufpenfion

of arms, an exchange of prifoners, and the free-

dom of religion and trade.

Thus was Silefia united to the Prufiian ftates.

Two years were furEcient for the conquefl of

that important province. The treafures which

the late king had left were almofh expended ;

but provinces that do not cofl more than feven

or eight millions are cheaply purchafed. Cir-

cumftances particularly favoured this atchieve-

ment. It was neceffary that France fliould fuf-

fer herfelf to become a party in the war ; that

JR^uflia fhould be attacked by Sweden ; that

timidity fhould caufe the Hanoverians and

Saxons to remain inaftive ; that fuccefs fliould

b«
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be uninterrupted ; and that the king of England,

though an enemy of the Pruflians, fhould, in

his own defpite, become an inflrument of their

aggrandizement. What moft contributed to

this conqueft was an army that had for two and

twenty years been forming, and by its admir^

able difcipline rendered fuperior to all the fol-

diers of Europe. Add to this, generals that

were true citizens; wife and incorruptible mi-

nifters ; and, finally, a fpecies of good fortune

which often accompanies youth, and deferts

age.

Had the undertaking failed, the king would

have been deemed a rafh prince, enterprizing

beyond his flrength. Succefs made him fup-

pofed happy. In reality, fortune only beftows

fame ; and he whom fortune &,vours is ap-

plauded, while he on whom (he frowns is

blained.

After the ratifications were exchanged, the

king withdrew his troops out of Bohemia : fome

of them marched through Saxony to return to

their native country, others were fent into Si-

lefia, being deftined to guard this new con-

queft.

C H A P,



( 222 )

CHAP. VII.

Of ihe^ Peace- Notification to the Allies- TVar

of Italy- The Hanoverians join the Englijh in

Flanders- War of Finland- Capitulation of

Friedrichfham- Duke of Holftein called to the

Swedijh Succejfion, March of Maillehois into

Bohemia i and afterward into Bavaria- Ne-

gotiations of the French and Englijh at Berlin ;

and other Events to the Tear 1743.

Propriety required that a peace fo

lately concluded fliould be notified to the

former allies of PrufTia. The king had good

reafons for what he did ; but fome of them were

of a nature not to be made public, and others

could not be repeated without loading France

with reproaches. Far from wifhing to offend

that power, the king was defirous of paying her

every refped : he only would not fuffer himfelf

to incur the dangers to which fhe had expofed

herfelf ; and, after having been an adlor, de-

termined to become a fpedator of the feene.

The feelings of the cardinal at this reverfe

of fyftem, by which his mofl: hidden purpofesr

were overturned, were well forefeen. His fe-

cret motives were very ddferent from thofe with

which

I
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which he amufed the public. They were really

as follow. He prefumed fo highly on the name

of France that he imagined a handful of men

were fuffici^nt to maintain Bohemia. His in-

tention was to make the allies bear the whole

weight of the war, and to be adlive or remifs,,

in military affairs, according as the interefts of

France fliould didate ; that thus he might ma-

nage the negotiations for peace to the utmoft

advantage of Louis XV. This was a very dif-

ferent condud to that which he was obliged to

hold by the treaty of alliance.

The emperor, of all the allies of France, had

the greateft caufe of complaint. Marfhal de

Broglio was neither a Catinat nor a Turenne ;

and little dependance could be placed on mar-

fhal Torring and the Bavarian troops. As for

the eledor of Saxony, jealous as he was of the

aggrandizement of the houfe of Brandenbourg,

he had this obligation to the king, that being

included in the peace of Breflau he thus might

honourably retrieve an ill-advifed ftep. Auguf-

tus III. indeed was fo little informed of the man-

ner in which his troops were employed that,

when count Wartenfleben was fent to announce

to him, in the name of his ally, the gain of the

battle of Czaflau, he afked the count if his

troops had behaved well. Wartenfleben re-

plied
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plied diey were not prefent ; and that, long be-

fore the battle, they had retreated into the

circle of Saatz, on the frontiers of Saxony. The

king appeared afloniflied, and called for count
* * who gave him fome infignificant reafons,

by which he was appeafed.

There being fo little good will on the part of

his allies, the king found no great difficulty in

making his apology. The following is the

copy of a letter which he wrote to cardinal de

Fleiiri *.

SIR, AND COUSIN,

IT is known to you that, hnce the corn*

mencement of our mutual engagements, I

have, with inviolable fidelity, feconded every

plan of the king your mafter. By my re-

monftrances I affifted in gaining the Saxons

from the party of the queen of Hungary. I

gave my vote in favour of the eledor of

Bavaria ; I accelerated his coronation ; with

my whole power I aided in overawing the

king of England ; I brought Denmark over to

your interefl; ; in fine, by negotiation and by

war, I contributed as much as in me lay in

fuffaining the party of my allies ; although'

June 10, 1742.

the
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the effects have never been fufficiently cor-

refpondent to my good wifhes. Notwith-

ftandiiig that my troops, exhaufted by the

continual fatigues of 1741, demanded reft,

which feemed to be their due, I was not deaf

to the preffing folicitations of marfhal de

Belleifle, but employed them in Bohemia,

there to Cover the left wing of the allies. I

did more. To relieve M. de Segur, when

blockaded in Lintz, rny zeal for the com-

mon caufe tranfported me into Saxony

;

where, by importunity, I obtained the con-

fent of the king of Poland that his troops, in

concert with mine, fhould make a diverfion

in Moravia. They marched to Iglau, from

which prince Lobkowitz haftily retired. This

diverfion muft have been effective, had M.
de Segur patiently waited its confequences ;

and had marfhal de Broglio been fufficiently

in force on the Wotawa to fecond my efforts.

But the precipitate hafte of the firft, the fmall

army of the latter, the want of will in the

Saxon generals, and finally the want of artil-

lery for the fiege of Brunn, rendered this ex-

pedition fruitlefs ; and obliged me to quit

a province the Saxons were to poffefs, but

which they had not a defire to conquer. On
my return from Bohemia, I marched againfl

YOE. I. PART I. prince
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prince Charles of Lorraine^ whom, that I might

fave the city of Prague, I attacked ; and

v/hich, had he not been routed, he would
have beheged. I purfued him as far as the

fubfiftence of my army would permit. No
fooner did I hear that prince Charles had

taken the road to Tabor and Budweis, than

I informed marlhal de Broglio of this, and

advifed him to force prince Lobkowitz to re-

treat, whom he had lately vanquilhed at

Sahe, before the prince fhould be joined by

the army of the queen of Hungary. Inftead

of thinking proper to ad thus, or of returning

to Pifeck, where the ground was favourable,

the marflial divided his troops into detach-

ments. You are informed of the misfor-

tunes which were the refult. At prefent Ba-

varia is cut off from Bohemia, and the Au-

flrians, mafters of Pilfen, in fome manner

intercept the fuccours which marfhal de

Broglio may exped from France. Notwith-

ftanding the promifes which the Saxons

made to marfhal de Belleifle, far from pre-

paring to fulfil thefe promifes, and join the

French, I learn that they quit Bohemia, and

return to their eledorate. In a fituation like

this, the condud of the Saxons being more

than fufpicious^ and from wliich there is no-

tiring
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thing to hope, on the part of M. de Flar-

court, I behold in the future, a tedious, an

endlefs war, the principal burden of which

would fall upon me. The money of Eng-

land, on one hand, fets all Hungary in arms

;

and, on the other, by the efforts of the em-

prefs queen, her provinces are productive of

nothing but foldiers. The Hungarians pre-

pare to fall on Upper Silefia. The Saxons,

ill-difpofed as I know them to be, are capable

of acting in concert with the Auftrians, and

of making a diverfion into my hereditary

ftates, which at prefent are without defence.

Thus doth futurity prefent the mofh gloomy

profpeCts ; and, in a fituation thus critical,

though with bitternefs of heart, I fee myfelf

obliged to fly 'from the fliipwreck, and feek

an afylum. Though events fo unfortunate

have obliged me to take a part which is juf-

tided by neccffity, you will ever find me faith-

fully fulfilling engagements, the execution of

which depends upon myfelf alone. 1 fliall

never revoke that renunciation I have made
“ of the countries of Juliers and Berg ; nor ever

trouble, direCUy or indireClly, the eflablifhed

order of fucceflion. I will rather turn my
arms againft myfelf than againfl the French.

I lhall ever be found equally eager in con-

0^2 curring
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curring to procure advantage to the king

your mafter, and good to his kingdom. The
courfe of the war has been one continued

fucceffion of marks of good will toward my
allies ; of this you muft be as much convinced

as of the authenticity of the fa6ls I have here

dated. I am perfuaded, Sir, you will re-

gret, with me, the caprice of that dediny

which has rendered defigns fo falutary to

Europe, as ours were, abortive.

I am, &c.”

The following is the Anfwer of the Cardinal

SIRE,

YOUR majedy will eafily judge how great

was the grief which the letter you did me
^ the honour to addrefs to me, on the loth

of this month, occafioned. The melancholy

event, which overthrows all our proje6ts in

Germany, might have been redrefled, could

your majedy have fuccoured marflial de

Broglio, and at lead have faved the city of

Prague. But you found this to be im-

pofllble, and we are obliged to fubmit to

your better judgment and prudence. Great

June 20, 1742*

faults
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faults it is true have been committed. Any

rehearfal of them would be ufelefs ; but,

^ could we have united all our forces, the evil

would not have been without remedy. The

paft muft be forgotten ; and we muft think

only of peace, fince your rnajefty believes

peace to be necelTary, and fmee that the

king is no iefs defirous of it than is your ma-

jefty. Do you, Sire, regulate the conditions,

and we will give full powers to marfhal de

Belleifle to fign whatever (hall be (lipulated.

‘‘ I know the good faith and generofity of your

majefty too well, to entertain the lead ful-

picion that you will confent to abandon us,

after the authentic proofs we have given of

our fidelity and zeal for the interefts of Pruf-

(ia. Your majefty becomes the arbitrator of

Europe, nor will you ever a61; a more glo-

rious part. Conclude this part therefore. Sire,

by protecting your allies, and the interefts of

the emperor, as much as poflible. In my
prefent affliction I have nothing farther to

add, but that my good wiflies will incef-

‘‘ fantly be for the profperity of your majefty,

and that I am, with all refpeCt, 8cc.'*

0.3 Thus
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Thus ended an alliance in which each party

endeavoured to outwit the other ; in which

the troops of the various fovereigns were as dif-

obedient to their commanders as if difobedi-

ence had been their duty ; in which camps

refcmbled a ftate of anarchy ; and the plans of

generals were fubmitted to be revifed by an old

prieft ; who, without any knowledge of war,

or the fituation of places, unfeafonably often

rejeded or approved thofe important projedls

by which war was to be decided. This was the

true miracle which was the falvation of the houfe

of Auftria ; a more prudent condudt would have

rendered its deftruftion inevitable.

As foon as the ratifications were exchanged

between the Pruffians and Auftrians, the peace

was guarantied by the king of England, with

all formal folemnity. Lord Carteret was the

principal promoter of this peace ; for he flat-

tered himfelf he foon fliould engage Pruflia to

take part in the war he meditated againfl France.

He had already aflTembled in Flanders, as we

have faid, flxteen thoufand Englifli, as many

Hanoverians, and fix thoufand Hefiians. The

king of Sweden, landgrave of Heffe, had a

like number in the fcrvice of the emperor

;

and it might have happened that HefTians muft

have been bound in honour to have murdered

Heflians :
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Heffians : fo blinded are men by fordid in-

terefl.

Thofe troops that were colledling in Brabant

did not infpire France with fufficient fears to

make her neglect all endeavours to fave marfhal

de Broglio. Maillebois was fent with his army

into Bohemia, to the aid of the marfhal and the

army of France befieged in Prague. The

Parifians, who delight in turning all things to

fidicule, called this the army of the Mathurins,

becaufe it went to the releafe of prifoners,

Maillebois paffed the Rhine at Manheim, and

direded his march toward Eger. After the

Pruffians had concluded peace, and the Saxons

had returned home, fortune had openly declared

for the queen of Hungary. Prince Charles,

having taken Pilfen, came and encamped near

Prague. De Broglio had taken a pofition, near

Bubenkz, which was exceedingly difadvanr

tageous. This the enemy’s- cannon obliged him

to abandon, and to feek refuge, with all his forces,

in Prague, in which city he was foon beheged.

The German troops of the queen invefted iton the

•leafl: extended hde^ and the Hungarians, Croats,

and irregular troops, furrounded it from the

Ratfehinto the New-gate, and eftablilhed com-

munications, by bridges, on the Upper and

Lower Muldau. The moft memorable event dur-

Q- 4 ing
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ing this liege was the grand fally of the French,

in which they killed and took three thoufand

men of the enemy, and fpiked the cannon of

their batteries. The marflials de Belleifle and

de Broglio re-entered Prague triumphant, foF

lowed by their prifoners, and their trophies.

Although the French rendered themfelves

formidable {o the Auftrians, by their vigorous

defence, the Hate of their ^rmy was not the

}efs to be pitied. Their fituation was worthy

of companion, as well from the want of har-

mony among their chiefs as the miferies to

which they were expofed. So great was the

dearth that they killed and ate their horfes

;

the fhambles could fcarcely fupply the tables of

the marflials.

In this defperate fituation they had no prof-

pe£t but of death or ignominy, till marfhal de

Maillebois was fent to their deliverance. Had
full powers been ^ven to this marlhal, the

affairs of Bohemia might have affumed a diffe-

rent afpe(ff ; but the cardinal at Verfailles led

him in a firing. Opportunities were loft to

him, becaufe he durft not profit by them. The

court of Vienna was fenfible of the blow which

the cardinal might ftrike. To parry this they

had recourfe to artifice, which to them was a

fubftitute for ftrength. Count Ulefeld, minifter

of
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of foreign affairs to the queen of Hungary,

knowing the charadter of the cardinal, amufed

him fo effedually by negotiation that he gave

Khevenhuller time to haflen from Bavaria, and

join prince Charles of Lorraine. The French

fliffered themfelves to be fo far trifled with that

the Auftrians gained a march upon them, and

reduced Maillebois to the choice of a battle

or a retreat. He was generally blamed for not

coming to adlion with prince Charles ; but he

was innocent. We know with certainty that

his court had given him pofitive orders to rifle

nothing. Thefe he obeyed ; and, as it was

impoflible he fhould approach Prague without

a battle, he fell back toward Eger.

This diverfion, though incomplete, produced

advantageous effedls in favour of the troops

fhut up in Prague. Marfhals de Belleifle and

de Broglio, freed from the Auflrian army, fent

out large detachments, to colledt provilions,

and revidlual the city. Maillebois, having

become ufelefs in Bohemia, in which he fcarce-

ly had gained footing, marched by Ratifbonne

and Straubingen, and joined marfhal Secken-

dorff, who commanded the emperor’s troops in

Bavaria. Had the army of Maillebois been

able to keep that of prince Charles longer in

^ojiemia, SeckendorfF might have recovered

Paffau,
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PafTau, Straubingen, and all the towns which

then held out for the Auftrians. Maillebois in

vain attempted to retake Braunau. Prince

Charles followed him into Bavaria; and, as

the feafon was advanced, and both the armies

exhaufted by fatigue, each went into winter-

quarters.

The affairs of the houfe of Auftria were in

an uncertain fituation in Italy. The Spaniards,

under the command of Montemar, had pene-

trated into Ferrara. Marlhal Traun having

obliged them to retreat a little, the queen of

Spain, who would not fuffer her generals to

become effeminate, fent count Gages into Italy

to relieve Montemar.

The year 1742 might be called the year of

diverfions. The incurlion of marfhal Kheven-

huiler in Bavaria ; that of the king in Moravia

;

the army of the Englifli affembied in Flanders

;

the march of Maillebois into Bohemia ; the

fleet of admiral Matthews threatening to bom-

bard Naples in order to force the king to a

neutrality ; and the paffage of don Philip

through Savoy, to engage the king of Sardinia

to withdraw his troops from the Auftrian army

on the river Panaro ; all are inftances of this.

But not one of thefe diverfions intirely anfwer-

ed the end which thofe who projected them had

propofed.
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propofed. After the retreat of Maillebyois^

Prague was invefted by a corps of light troops,

Croats, and Hungarians.

While all this was paffing in the fouth of

Europe, the government of the new emprefs

grew ftrong at Peterfburgh. The minifters of

that princefs were fufficiently adroit to lull the

ambalTador of France, and Lowenhaiipt who

commanded the Swedifli troops in Finland, to

fleep. The Ruffians very ably employed this

time in reinforcing their army. Islo fooner did

general Lafcy, who commanded the Ruffian

troops, find himfelf fufficiently in force, than

he advanced ; and no fooner did he appear

than the Swedes every where retreated. The

name of Ruffian, which they had held in fuch

contempt at the battle of Narva, was to them

become a name of terror. Impregnable polls

were no longer thought places of fafety. After

having fled thus from place to place, they

faw themfelves (hut up, at Friedrichfham, by

the Ruffians, who there cut off their laft retreat.

The Swedes had finally the weaknefs to throw

down their arms, and fign an ignominious capi-

tulation, which ftamped difgrace on the nation.

Twenty thoufand Swedes paffed under the yoke

of twenty-feven thoufand Ruffians. Lafcy dif-

armed

3
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armed the Swedes, and fent them home. The

Finlanders took the oath of fidelity.

How humiliating was this example to the

pride of nations ! Thus do kingdoms and em-

pires, after having raifed themfelves, become

enfeebled, and haften toward their fall ! Well

may we exclaim, on this fubjedl, vanity of

vanities, all is vanity.’' The political caufe

of thefe changes may, in all probability, origi-

nate in the various forms of government which

have happened in Sweden. While the ftate was

monarchical, war was held honourable. It was

ufeful for the defence of the country, and never

could become formidable. In a republic it

was the reverfe. The government muft, in its

own nature, be pacific, and foldiers held dif-

gracefui. Every thing was to be feared from

generals who might gain the affedion of the

army; for they might effed a revolution.

Ambition and intrigue are adive in republics,

which are infenfibly degraded by corruption ;

and the true ftimulus to honour is loft, becaufe

fortune may be attained by means which do

not require any merit in the candidate. Neither

are fecrets ever kept in republics. The enemy

is informed of, and enabled to counterad, all

their defigns. But the French took an ill time

to awaken the fpirit of conqueft, which was

not
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not then intirely extindt in the minds of the

Swedes, and to engage them in a war with

Ruflia, when Sweden wanted money, difeiplined

troops, and more efpecially good generals,

The fuperiority which the Ruffians obtained

obliged the Swedes to fend fenators to PeterP-

burgh, to offer the fucceffion of the crown to

the young grand duke, prince of Holftein, and

nephew of the emprefs. Nothing could be

more humiliating for that nation than the re-

fufal of the grand duke, who held the crown

unworthy his acceptance. The marquis of

Botta, at that time Auflrian ambaffador at Pe-

terfburgh, paid the duke the compliment of fay-

ing—

I

wifli it were as eafy for the queen my
miftrefs to preferve as it is for your highnefe

to rejedl kingdoms.’’

On this refufal of the grand duke, the prielis

and peafants, who have votes in the diet, wiQied

the prince royal of Denmark might be chofen

to fucceed their king. The fenators of the

French fadtion gave their fuffrages in favour of

the prince de Deux Ponts ; but the emprefs

declared for the bilhop of Eutin, the uncle of

the grand duke, and her will was fuperior to the

influence of every other party. The eledion of

this prince did not happen till the year 1743,

fg» much were the refolutions of the diet held

in
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in fufpcnfe by the cabals that were formed at

Stockholm.

After the peace of Breflau there was no end

to negotiation. The Englilh defigned to impel

the king to become a party in their projeded

war. The French would engage him in mea-

fures wholly incompatible with that neutrality

which he had promifed to obferve. The emperor

folicited his mediation. But the king remained 1

unfliaken. The longer the war fhould conti-

nue the more would the refoiirces of the houfe

of Auftria be exhaufted ; and the longer Pruffia

fliould remain at peace the more would fhe

acquire power.

The moft difficult thing in fuch a conjun^lion

was to keep up the balance between the belli-

gerent powers, that neither might too much

preponderate. The emperor muft not be fuf-

fered to be dethroned, nor the French to be

driven out of Germany ; and though arms were

interdided to the Pruffians, by the peace of

Breflau, they might effect thefe purpofes by the .

aid of intrigue. An opportunity foon offered.

The king of England propofed to fend troops

from Flanders to the aid of the queen of Hun-
|

gary. Such a fuccour would inevitably have
*

been deftrudiive to the emperor and France.

A danger fo preffing reduced the king to the

neceflity
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necefiity of employing the ftrongefl: remon-

ftrances. He went fo far as to menace the king

of England with invading his eledorate^ Ihould

he venture to pafs the Rhine with foreign

troops, and introduce them into the empire

without the confent of the Germanic body.

Gentler infinuations induced the Dutch not

to fuffer their forces to join thofe of the allies

of the queen of Hungary, The French, thus

having time to breathe, provided for their de-

fence.

Pruffia did not fucceed fo well in the projed:

fhe had formed for the fupport of the emperor,

the purport of which was to maintain the troops

of this prince in Bavaria. The French had two

reafons to induce them to concur. The firft

was that, by abandoning Bavaria, they would

be obliged to repafs the Rhine, and to think of

defending their own provinces. The fecond

that, having made an emperor, it would have

been difgraceful to them to have abandoned

him ; and, as it may be faid, to have delivered

him up to the mercy of his enemies. But their

generals had loft all rccolledlion, and were

fubdued rather by terror than by reafon. To
replace their troops, in fome fort, it was in

contemplation to procure an aftbeiation of the

circles, which fhould form an army of neutra-

lit}%
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lity. Under this pretence, the king might

have fent thither his own forces, and that army

would have covered Bavaria; but the alfair

failed from the fervile fear in which the princes

of the empire were held by the houfe of Au-*-

ftria. The queen of Hungary threatened

;

they trembled, and the diet came to no refolu-

tion. Had France fupported this projed, by

money properly diftributed, it would have fuc-

ceeded. The worfi ceconomy of a king is

that of not knowing when to expend his trea-

fures.

Thus ended the year 1 742, the various events

of which ferved as a prelude to a war that was

carried on with the greateft fury. The French

alone were defirous of peace. The king of

England, prefuming too much on the feeblenefs

of the French government, believed it might

be deprelfed by a fingle campaign. The queen

of Hungary concealed her ambition under the

veil of felf-defence. We fhall hereafter fee

how (he became, inftead of a principal in the

war, the auxiliary of her allies.

Pruflia endeavoured to profit by the peace

fhe poflefTed for the re-eflablifhment of her

finances. Her refources were exhaufled, and

It was neceffary laborioufly to colled new ones,

to bring what ftill was defedive in the receipts

of
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of Silelia to perfedion, which hafle had hither-

to prevented, and to pay the debts of the Aii-

ftrians to England. Five towns were at the

fame time undertaken to be new fortified; which

were, Glogau, Brieg, Neifs, Glatz, and Cofel.

An augmentation of eighteen thoufand men

was made to the troops ; all which demanded

money, and great oeconomy, to accelerate its

execution. The guarding of Silefia was com-

mitted to thirty -five thoufand men, who had

been inftrumental in its conqueft. Thus, far

from growing effeminate in times of tranquil-

lity, peace became to the Pruffian troops the

fchqol of war. Magazines were formed in the

fortreffes ; the cavalry acquired agility and in-

telle6l ; and all the military departments con-

curred, with equal ardour, in the ftrengthening

of that difeipline which formerly rendered the

Romans the conquerors of the world.
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PART II.

CHAP. VIII.

Of the Events of the Tears 1743, and i^w^and

of all which preceded the PruJJian War,

I
T is faid to be a capital fault in politics, to

confide in a reconciled foe, and the maxim

is well founded; but it is ftill a greater fault

for a feeble power long to wreftle with a puiffant

monarchy, which has refources not to be ob-

voL. I. PART II. B rained
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tained by the former. This is a neceflary re-

fledlion, to give a previous anfwer to thofe who

cenfured the condudl of the king. Was it necef-

fary, faid they, he fhould head a league to

crufli the new houfe of Auftria, and afterward

fuffer that fame houfe to recover the force which

drove the French and Bavarians out of Ger-

many ? But what was the intention of the king ?

Was it not the conqueft of Silefia ? How might

he execute this had the war continued, not har-

ing fufEcient refourccs to furnifh thofe great ex-

penditures which muft neceffarily have been

incurred ? It became him to be aftive in nego-

tiation, and, as much as in him lay, to preferve

an equilibrium between the belligerent powers.

Peace gave him time-to breathe, and to prepare

for war. The anlmofity between France and

Auftria was likewife fo great, and their interefts

were fo oppolite, that any reconciliation between

thefe inimical empires appeared to be very dif-

tant. He had therefore to referve himfelf for

great occafions. The ill fuccefs of the French

armies had made fo ftrong.an impreflion upon

the mind of cardinal de Fleuri, that his health

was affe<fted, and ficknefs carried him off at the

beginning of the year. He had formerly been

biftiop of Frejus, preceptor to Louis XV. was

a cardinal of the Romifti church, and during

feven-
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feventeen years prime minifter. In this poft he

had maintained himfelf, where few minifters

grow old, by the art of captivating the confi-

dence of his mafter, and carefully banifhing

thofe from the court whofe genius was liable to

give him umbrage. He healed the wounds which

the war of the fucceffion and the fyftem of Lavy

had given France. His oeconomy was as ufe-

ful as his acquifition of Lorrain was glorious to

the kingdom. If he negleded the army and

the navy, it was becaufe he would owe all to

negotiation, for which he had abilities. His

mind, like his body, ceded to the weight of

years. He was too much praifed during his

life, too much blamed after his death. His

was neither the haughty foul of Richlieu, nor

the fubtle fpirit of Mazarin ; thefe were lions,

who devoured the fheep ; Fleuri was a wife

pallor, who watched for the prefervation of his

flock. Louis XV. wifhed to ered a monument

to the memory of the cardinal, for which a

delign was made, but never was executed.

Scarcely was he dead, before he was forgotten.

Chauvelin, who had been exiled by cardinal de

Fleuri, imagined that, though in dillant banifh-

rncnt, ftill he could carry the vacant place. He
wrote to Louis XV. blaming the adminiftration

of his enemy, and highly vaunting of himfelf.

B a This
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This hafty ftep was the caufe that the place of

his exile was made ftill more diftant from the

court than Bourges, to which he had firft been

baniihed. The king of France gave notice of

the death of his minifter, to foreign courts, much
in the ftyle of a prince who announces his accef-

fion to the throne. The following is a literal

copy of a letter he wrote to the king of Pruflia.

Sir and Brother,

“ After the lofs I have lately had of the

cardinal de Fleiiri, in whom I placed all

my confidence for the adminiflration of my
affairs, and the wifdom and information of

whom I never can fufficiently regret, I would

not defer perfonally to renew thofe affurances

to your majefty, which he communicated to

you in my name, and which I often have

charged him to repeat, of the perfedl friend-

fhip which I have for your majefly’s perfon^

and of the fincere defire 1 always have had to

be able to confer with you on all things which

may promote our common interefls. I doubt

not I fliall receive from your majefty fuch an

anfwer as I wifh, and your majefty may be

allured you will, on all occafions, find the

fame difpofition in me to contribute to your

glory and advantage, and to prove how much

I am, &c.’’

Notice at the fame time was given from the

depart-
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department of foreign affairs^ that the king was

henceforth determined to govern for himfelf, and

required to be perfonally addrefled. Hitherto

Louis XV. had been the pupil, and the cardi-

nal de Flcuri the tutor. After the death of Ma-
zarin, Louis XIV. went into mourning for

his minifter. No one mourned for de Fleuri
; he

was forgotten before his funeral oration had been

delivered. During the adminiftration of the

cardinal, the different reins of government,

uniting and ending all in one, were in his

hands; he was the center of the date radii, all

of which, whether appertaining to finance, war,

naval, or political affairs, ended in, and were

by him diredled. After his death the king

wifhed, in concert with his minifters who were,

at the head of thefe four departments, to fuper-

intend himfelf. In eight days his ardour was

extindt, and France was governed by four

fubaltern kings, each independent of the other.

This mixed government was produftive of cir-

cumftantial infpedion in each department. But

thofe general views, which reunite and embrace

one great whole, for the good and interefl of

the (late, were wanting to the royal councils.

That we may form fome idea of the choice oj

minifters, let us fuppofe a chancellor of the

duke of Orleans, his imagination full of Cuja$,

B 3 and
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and Bartholius, appointed minifter of war, at

a time when all Europe was in flames ; and a

former captain of dragoons, named Ori, placed

at the head of the finances. Maurepas dreamed

of rendering Louis XV. fovereign of the ocean,

and the king would have become fo, if the dif-

courfes of an amiable man could have effedled

this miracle. The confined mind of Amelot

refembled eyes afllided with the myopes, which

fcarcely can diflinguifh the nearefl objects. This

Areopagus at that time governed France; it

was properly an ariftocracy, or rather a vefTel

navigating a ftormy fea without a compafs, and

having no other guide than the impulfe given

by the winds. The armies were not profperous

under this new adminiflration, though the army

of Maillebois, in concert with the Bavarians, was

ftill on the frontiers of Auftria. Prince Lob-

kowitz, with fixteen thoufand Hungarians,

continued to keep marfhal Belleifle blockaded

in Prague, with fixteen thoufand French. The

troops of the marfhal were moftly compofed of

infantry, and thofe of the prince of cavalry.

This fituation diflurbed Mr. d’Argenfon ; and,

whether from impatience, ill-humour, or want

of "confideration, this heroical lawyer expe-

dited an order to marfhal Belleifle to evacuate

Prague. Such an order was much more eafy

to
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to give than to execute. The marfhal, on its re-

ception, made proper difpofitions, and the gar-

rifon left the city on the i8th of December at

night, during a very fevere froft. He gained

three marches on prince Lobkowitz, and filing

through a difficult route, which gave but little

advantage to the cavalry of the enemy, he

marched along the banks of the Eger, and, on

the loth day of his march, arrived at the city

of that name. Four thoufand men perifiied of

cold and hunger, in confequence of the forced

marches they were obliged to make; and this

ruined army, reduced now to the number of

eight thoufand, was divided. Such as were

ftill capable of ferving joined Maillebois in

Bavaria, and fuch corps as were entirely thin-

ned were fent into Alfatia to recruit. Thus

was Bohemia conquered and loft, without a

vidory gained either by the French or‘Au-

ftrians fuch as might decide the fate of king-

doms. Iti any other country than France, a

retreat like that of marfhal de Belleifie would

have excited a general confternation ; but there

fmall things are treated with dignity, and great

with levity. The Parifians only laughed, and

wrote fongs on the marfhal. Sonnets certainly

do not merit a place in a grave hifiorical work

like this, except fo far as they mark the ge-

B 4 nius
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nius of a nation, for which reafon wc think we
ought not to omit the following

:

Quand Belle^Ifle partit une nuit

De Prague a petit bruit,

II dit voyant la lunc

;

Lumi^re de mes jours,

Afire de ma fortune,

Conduifez-moi toujours.

At London, on a like occafion, a fall would

have been proclaimed; the hoil would have

been expofed at Rome, and men beheaded at

Vienna. An epigram is a better confolation.

The retreat of marfhal Belleifle underwent the

fate of all human actions ; there were fanatics

who in their zeal compared it to Xenophon’s

retreat of the ten thoufand, while others on the

contrary faid a flight fo fliameful had no pa-

rallel but in the defeat of Guinegaft, They

both were wrong. Sixteen thoufand men, who

evacuated Prague, and retired from Bohe-

mia before fixteen thoufand other men, by

whom they were purfued, had neither the fame

dangers to encounter nor countries fo vaft to

traverfe as the troops of Xenophon, returning

from the farthefl: part of Perfia into Greece.

But neither ought we to run into the excefs of

aflirming that a march, on which the French

could not be furrounded by the enemy, was a

total defeat. The difppfitions of marfhal Belle-

ifle
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ifle were good ; the only reproach to which

he is liable is that of not having taken fufEcient

care of his troops.

From that time fortune fmiled on the queen

of Hungary. Marfhal Traun defeated Gages

in Italy, who had paffed the Panaro to the at-

tack. This vidory did not fatisfy the court of

Vienna. Marlhal Traun had not done enough

;

battles were required which fhould produce

the greateft eflfeds. The marfhal was judged

as Apollo was by Midas; he however was the

firfl of their generals who had been vidorious

over their enemies. The houfe of Auftria began

to regain provinces loft, and fecuxe thofe which

were threatened ; but this did not prevent its

being opprefled by the weight of the war, under

which perhaps it would have funken, had not

the good will of its allies revived with the

firft glimmerings of profperity. The king of

England fhewed marks of the utmoft zeal for

the fupport of the queen of Hungsiry. One of

the principal motives which occaftoned him to

ad thus was the inveterate hatred in which he

held France. In his youth he had ferved

againft that nation at the battle of Oudenard ; he

charged at the head of a Hanoverian fquadron,

and gave very diftinguilhed tokens of valour.

He was ambitious of heading armies, that he

might
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might participate the glory of heroes: occafion

now prefented itCdf ; he had troops in Flanders,

and thus, declarilng for the queen and paffing

the fea, no perfon could difpute with him the

commandl ofhis forces. What was more, he found

means to augment his Hanoverian treafury by

the fubfi(dies which his Englifh fubjeds paid

him for his Hanoverian troops. War was

neceffary to lord Carteret, that he might

maintain himfelf in the good opinion of his

fovereign, and in that of the Englifh nation. The

commerce of diefe iflanders had found impedi-

ments fince th ey had been at war with Spain

;

in order to brii ig this contefl: of commerce to a

decifion, fome great flroke was neceffary by
,

land, and in ^Europe. France was faid to be
|

half ruined by the efforts fhe had made in fup-
j

port of Bavarh i and Bohemia ; fhe was allied to
j

pain, and by enfeebling one of thefe powers
^

the other wo uld be enfeebled. The French •
•

therefore mull be vanquifhed, either in Ger-.
|

many or in F landers, in order to gain a fuperi-
^ |

ority by fea, which might produce real advan^ T

tages to the t rade of England. The king, his

minifter, and the nation, all concurring to effed
;

the fame en«d, though from different views, it

was determined to fend thofe Englifli, Hano-^

verian, and Heffian troops, that were then in

Flanders,
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Flanders, into the heart of Germany. Convenient

as this projedt was to the king of England, it

was equally inconvenient to the king of Pruffia;

he was obliged not to lofe fight of that political

equilibrium, which during the war it was his

intereft to maintain, between the belligerent

powers. Should the houfe of Auflria gain a de-

cifive fuperiorityinthe empire over the houfe of

Bavaria, Pruffia would lofe the influence it had -

in genera! affairs; therefore the king of England

and the queen of Hungary, blinded by the

fuccefs which they well might exped, muff be

prevented from dethroning the emperor. Re-

monftrance was the only means which fuited

the king of Pruffia; and making ufe of thofe ar-

guments which a German prince might properly

employ, who fliould be zealous for his country,

and the liberty of the Germanic body, he con-

jured the king of England, unlefs he had moft

important reafons, not to render the empire the

theatre of that war which was ready to burft

out; and to recoiled that no member of the

Germanic body was permitted, without the

fandion of the diet, to introduce foreign forces

into his country. This was all the king was

able to perform, under the circumftances in

which he was : he could not depend upon

France, having rendered her indij^ofed toward

him
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him by the peace of Brellau; he could not

break with the Englifli, who were the folc

guarantees he had for the confervation of that

peace ; things were not yet at that extremity

which fliould require him again to plunge his

dates in a new war ; he therefore could do no

more than content himfelf with the promife of

the king of England, who engaged to under-

take nothing againft either the dignity of the

emperor, or his patrimonial provinces.

Not with the Englifh alone did he negotiate ;

another treaty was attempted by the king at Pe-

terlburgh, concerning matters which interefted

him more diredlly. This was to obtain from the

emprefs of Ruffia her guarantee of the treaty of

Brellau. Here he was oppofed by the Englifh

and Auflrians with all their powers, though

not avowedly. The two Beftuchefs, brothers

and minillers of the emprefs, found means, by

the difficulties to which they themfelves gave

birth, continually to put off the conclulion of that

bufinefs. The queen of Hungary held the

ceffion die had made of Silelia to be an adt of

conftraint, from which flie might appeal, when

time fhould ferve, by acculing neceffity as having

forced her, from the rigorous circumftances in

which fhe then was, to accede to this ceffion.

The Englifh were defirous of depriving the king
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©fall fupport, that they might make him entirely

their dependent. However princes may endea-

vour to conceal views like thefe, it is very dif-

ficult to render them impenetrable.

About this time the peace of Fredericfliam was

ratified between Ruffia and Sweden ; the lofs of a

barren part of Finland was the leaft evil of which

Sweden had to complain. The defpotifm ex-

crcifed by the Ruffians at Stockholm was the

very excefs of national difgrace. A fubjedf of

the emprefs was confidered, in Sweden, as a

Roman fenator in the time of C^efar would

have been in Gaul. An unfortunate nation

never wants enemies. The Danes were defirous

of profiting by the calamities of Sweden. The

diet of Stockholm had affembled to ratify the

peace fo lately concluded with Ruffia, and to

nominate a fucceffor to the throne. The king

of Denmark, with a defign of uniting the three

crowns of Sweden, Denmark, and Norway on

the head of his fon the prince royal, excited a

rebellion in the province of Carelia, raifed the

clergy, and corrupted fome citizens ; but the

execution of the plan was attended with fo

many difficulties, that it was abortive before

it took birth. The Danifh and Swedifh troops

were affembled on the frontiers; the diet of

Stockholm eagerly fought for aid, and requefted

4 the
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the interpofition of the king of Pruflia, that he

might effedt an accommodation between his

neighbours. The king interefted himfelf in their

behalf ; and the king of Denmark replied that^

out of refpedt to his exhortations, he would

not be too precipitate. What will feem almoft

incredible is that thefe fame Swedes, who

had fo lately made fuch a dilhonourable peace

with Ruffia, implored the protedlion of the em-

prefs againft the Danes ! Elizabeth granted their

requeft, and fent general Keith, with gallies

containing ten thoufand men^ to their relief.

It was then that by the aid of thefe troops

the prince of Holftein, bilhop of Lubec, wai

eledled inftead of the Danifh prince to be the

fucceflbr of the old king of Sweden, landgrave

of Hefle. Thus, almoft in the courfe of the fame

year, Sweden was vanquifhed, prote<fted, and

finally beftowed upon the prince of Holftein, by

the emprefs of Ruffia. The fenate of Stockholm

€onfoled itfelf for fo many misfortunes by the

cxercife of cruelties. Generals Buddenbrock and

Lowenhaupt perifhed upon the fcaffold. Perfidy

and treachery were laid to their charge, but

neither was proved ; they were guilty only of

ignorance and excefs of weaknefs.

But it is time to quit thefe tragical feenes of

the north, and, turning fouthward, take a view

6 of
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of what paired in Bohemia, af ter it had been

abandoned by the French. The queen of Hun-

gary went to Prague to receive homage from that

kingdom, toward the recovery of' which her for-

titude had contributed as much a .s or more than

the valour of her armies. The \»ery day of her

coronation (he learnt that marflial Xhevenhuller,

having marched from Schardinc^ to Braunau,

had driven general Minucci, who commanded H

corps of feven or eight thoufanci imperialills,

from the latter place. The parti*culars of that

affair were related to us by Prullian officers, who

ferved that campaign among the Auftrians as

volunteers. Khevenhuller advanced toward

Scharding, which is fituated upon the Inn near

the frontiers of Auftria. His troops, leaving their

winter quarters, marched thither by different,

routes. Notwithftanding the precautions v^^hich

that able officer took to conceal his intentions^

marfhai Seckendorff was informed of them, and

fent orders to general Minucci to retire from

Braunau. This general of little underftanding

neither knev/ how to make his retreat according

to the orders of his fuperior, nor to choofe aa

advantageous poft, where he might wait for,

and refift the enemy. Khevenhuller prefently

came in the front of the Bavarians, which he

found was not to be attacked^ having a deep

ra\dne
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ravine which feparated the two armies; its right

was fupported by Braunaii^ which had been

haftily fortified during the laft winter; but equal

to the ftrength of this fituation in the front

and on the right, was its weaknefs on the left.

Khevenhuller faw this at the firfl glance, and
detached Berlichingen at the head of a body of

cavalry, who turned the imperialifts, and, tak-

ing a private road, fell upon the weak wing

which was unfupported, while Nadafti with his

Huflars attacked the forces of Minucci in

front. It was not a battle ; the Bavarians took to

flight without thinking of defence; a part of

their cavalry efcaped into Braunau, and their

infantry found refuge under the glacis of the

town. Minucci, with the greateft part of his

troops and the town of Braunau, immediately

furrendered to their conqueror ; fome remains of

the cavalry took the road to Burghaufen, where

the imperialifts ftill had a body of troops. The
French, who were at Ofterhofen, did not exped:

the approach of the Auftrians. Old Broglio,

who commanded that army, in conjundion

with marlhals Maillebois and Seckendorff, had

been earneftly entreated by the latter to be

before-hand with the enemy, and to aflfemble

troops before Khevenhuller could undertake any

enterprize, but in vain. Broglio’s enemies have

even
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even pretended, that he was not forty to fee th$

ill fuccefs of a war to which marlhal Belleifle

had moft contributed. Others affirm, with more

appearance of truth, that he had orders from

his court to return into France and abandon

Bavaria : be this as it may, his condudl feemed

to authorize this latter opinion; for the court, on

his return, gaVe no tokens of diflatisfadion-

The Auftrians knew how to profit by the ad-

vantage they had of bdng united in a body,

ahd a6ling againfl feparate corps. The prince

of Lorrain arrived in the camp, and immedi-

ately diflodged the French from Deckendorff

;

all gave way before him, and the French troops,

as he approached, continually received orders

to retire. Some confiderable rivers, the fources

of which are in the province of Tyrole, and

which, traverfing Bavaria, empty themfelves

into the Danube, gave thofe generals who

vvifhed to defend themfelves an opportunity of

difputing the paffage;*but prince Charles paffed

'them unrefifted. Broglio decamped from Strau-

bingen, where he had a large magazine, leav-

ing behind him a feeble garrifon, which was

facrificed to the enemy. A fuccour of ten

thoufand French had already arrived to join

him at Donawerth; thefe became the compa-

nions of his flight; and, in defpite of the moft

voE. I, P ART II, C earneft
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carneft remonftrances of Seckendorff, the

French abandoned him, and did not halt till

they came to Strafbourg, where marfhal de

Broglio gave a ball the very day of his arrival,

apparently to celebrate the brilliant campaign

which he had juft concluded. The unfortunate

Seckendorff employed himfelf in affembling the

remains of his imperialifts, who had behaved fo

ill at Eraunau, and joining them to the corps

which was at Burghaufen, haftily retired thence

toward Munich, which he forfook to join the

French army; but, being aflured that thefe

troops determined to re-pafs the Rhine, he wrote

to inform marflial Broglio that, as the French

abandoned the emperor, the emperor faw him-

felf obliged to abandon them, and feek for

liafety where it could be found. He immediately

requefted prince Charles of Lorrain and mar-

fhal Khevenhuller to agree to a fufpenfion of

arms, and obtained fomething equivalent, for the

Auftrians promifed him not to moleft the Im-

perial troops fo long as they fhould occupy a

neutral territory in the empire. Blinded by their

fuccefs, the Auftrians defpifed thefe troops too

much to willi to difarm them. They flew toward

the Rhine, inflaied by the chimerical hope of

re-conquering Lorrain. Profperity in war is

often more dangerous than misfortune; fonie it

infpires
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irifplres with too much fecurity, and others with

too much temerity. The greatefl general in the

world would be one who, under various for-

tunes, fhould preferve an equal mind, and

who never fhould feparate adivity from pru-

dence. While prince Charles of Lorrain was

journeying toward the Rhine, Germany was

over-run by a new foreign army, which, under

the pretence of proteding it, concurred in its

ruin. The king of England had fent his Ha-
noverian and Englifh troops toward the Lower

Rhine, under the command of lord Stair.

George pafled the fea himfelf and came to

Hanover, to put himfelf afterward at the head

of his army. Lord Stair, who was at Hochft,

diked the paffage ofthe Maine. The French, who

were watching him, foon obliged him to return

to his former polition. This fchool-boy con-

du6l made the king of England apprehenfive

that his general, whofe temperament was too

hot, might commit fome greater imprudence,

and he haftened to take upon himfelf the com-

mand of his forces. His army confxfted of

feventeen thoufand Engliih, fixteen thoufand

Hanoverians, and ten thoufand Auftrians,

amounting in all to forty- three thoufand men.

Some Hanoverian regiments and fix thoufand

Heffans were likewife on their march to join

C 2 diem,
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them. Lord Stair had a6led with fo littla

prudence that his men wanted bread, and

his hories forage : to remedy this incon-

venience, the king marched and encamped

near Afehaffenbourg; but this means was infuf-

heient to repair the negligence they had been

guilty of, in not colleding fufficient provender

:

the Rhine might have afforded fupplies, and

the king, by marching further from that river,

found himfelf more ftraitened than by the

Maine and the French, who guarded the op-

pofite fliore, and by the barren mountains of

Spelhard which lay in his rear. He perceived

his fault but too foon; marflial Noailles could

ftarve the Englifh monarch in his camp; and, as

he forefaw he could not long there remain,

Noailles conceived adefign worthy of the greateft

commander. He took Dettingen, and threw two

bridges over the Maine, by the fide of which

he caufed fords to be prepared for his cavalry r

all thefe things were executed without their

coming to the knowledge of the king of Eng-

land; they were the prelude to the battle

which foon was to be fought. To obtain a more

precife idea, it is neceffary to know that the

Englifh army, famifhed near the fources of the

Maine, could only find fubfiftence by taking

the road to Hanau; its left extended on the

banks
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banks of the Maine, where it leaves the hills, and

crofled the fmall plain of Dettingen. Marfhal

Noailles confequently had a detachment ready

to feize on Afchaffenbourg the moment it

Ihould be vacated by the Englifli. Along the

Maine he had ere(5led maiked batteries, the

very mouths of which the columns of the

allied army muft face on their march. The
chief of his army was to pafs the Maine, and

draw up behind a rivulet which runs from

the Spefhard-hills, and falls into the Maine.

Thefe troops were precifely to intercept the road

to Hanau. At this pafs then the king of Eng-

land was to meet with an army in front and

batteries in flank. Had marfhal Noailles exadly

followed the projedt he had fo wifely conceived,

the king of England muft have been forced

either to attack the French army in a moft

advantageous poft, to open the road to Hanau

fword in hand, or to retire into the deferts of

Spefliard, which muft infallibly have made him

difband his troops for want of fubfiftence.

Hunger drove theEnglifh from Afchaffenbourg,

as Noailles had forefeen. The troops which had

been encamped in corps did not march by

columns, but followed at dated diftances, firft

the Hanoverians, then the Englifh, and laftly

the Auftrians. The king was in his coach near

C 3 his



22 POSTHUMOUS WORKS.

his Hanoverian troops, when he was informed

that his van- guard was attacked by a heavy

body of French cavalry, and foon after that

the whole French army had pafled the Maine,

and, to oppofe hirn, had formed itfelf in order

of battle. The king mounted his horfe, that

he might examine for himfelf : the French be-

gan their cannonade; his horfe took fright, and

was running away with him into the midft of his

enemies, had he not been flopped by the adivi-

ty of a groom. George difmounted and fought

on foot at the head of one of his Englifli bat-<

talions. The troops had a fmall copfe to pafs,

which gave them time to advertife the other

corps of the danger with which they were

threatened. The duke of Aremberg and ge-

neral Neuperg haflened, with their Auftrians, to

form their army in front of the French, as well

as circumftances would permit; the field of bat-

tle, not having more than twelve hundred paces

in front, obliged the allies to arrange themfelves

in feven or eight lines. The French did not

fuffer them tranquilly to finifh this difpofition

;

they were attacked by the royal houfehold troops,

who pierced through four lines of cavalry, over-

threw all they encountered, and enaded pro-

digies of valour: they would perhaps have

carried off the honours of the day, had they

not
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not continually found new lines to encounter,

Thefe reiterated attacks having thrown them

into diforder^ the Auftrian regiment of Stirhein,

perceiving it, made them retreat in their turn.

This would not have made the French lofe the

battle : we muft attribute the true caufe of this

lofs to the imprudent motion of the duke de

Grammont and the count de Harcourt. They

were on the right of the army with the brigade

of the French guards, and, without receiving

orders fo to do, thought proper to take the left

of the allies in flank, which was toward the

Maine. By this manoeuvre they prevented their

own batteries from playing, which were on the

Other fide of the Maine, and which greatly

incommoded the allies. The French guards

did not ftand the firft difeharge of the Auftrians,

but took to flight in a fhameful manner,

and threw themfelves into the Maine, where

fome of them were drowned, and others carried

difeouragement and terror through the re-

mainder of the army. It was with great diffi-

culty that prince Louis of Brunfwick, who
ferved in the Auftrian troops, could perfuade

the king of England to fuffer the Englifh to

advance. It was they however who decided

the retreat of the French, and drove them to

repafs the Maine. The French, with their ufual

C 4 pleafantry.
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pleafantry, called this adlion the battle of broken

ftafFs, becaufe Grammont and Harcourt had

made their attack entirely with the hope of ob-

taining the ftaff of marfhal, as a recompenfe due

to their valour. They alfo named the French

guards the ducks of the Maine, and a fword

was hung up at the Hotel de Noailles, with

the before-mentioned infcription, Thou shalt

DO NO MURDER. This marflial, no doubt, ought

not to have continued at his battery beyond the

Maine. Had he been prefent at the army, he

never would have permitted that unfeafonable

attack of the French guards; and had the troops

remained in their polls, they never could have

been diflodged by the allies. The king of

England by this vidory gained nothing but

fubfiftence for his forces. The cannon of the

Hanoverians was well ferved. Some of their

regiments, as well as fome Auflrian regi-

ments, efpecially that of Stirhein, diftinguifhed

themfelves. Neuperg had the greateft flrare

in the vidory, and was well feconded by prince

Louis of Brunfwick. I know an officer who

was on the ground where the king of England

ftood during the battle, at the head of his

Hanoverian battalion, with his left.foot behind

his right, his fword in his hand, and his arm

extended, nearly in the fame attitude as a fenc-

ing
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ing mafter would put himfelf, when was

preparing to make a lunge in quarte. He gave

marks of bravery, but no orders that related

to the battle. The duke of Cumberland fought

at the head of the Englifli guards, and gained

admiration for his courage and humanity.

Though wounded himfelf, he infilled that

the furgeon fhould firft drefs a French pri-

foner who was full of gaflies. The allies

never dreamt of purfuing the French; their

great care was to gain fubfiftence from their

magazine at Hanau. The vidor, after hav-

ing fupped on the field of battle, imme-

diately continued his march that he might

approach his provifions. A very extraordinary

circumftance was that, after the battle had been

won, lord Stair wrote a note to marflial dc

Noailles, intreating him to take care of the

wounded, left on the field which the conquerors

abandoned. As the allies all wore green rib-

bons in their hats, a laurel branch was faftened

on the hat of the king, which he without fcruple

wore. Thefe are wretched trifles, but they paint

men.

This vidlory did not give the king of Pruflia

fo rnuch pleafure as it had given to the king of

England. It was to be feared that the French

miniftry, whq had little fortitude, and were dif-

couraged
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couraged by a continuation of ill fuccefs, would

facrifice the glory of Louis XV. and the intereft

of the emperor, to extricate themfelves from

difficulties which were continually taking birth,

and by which they were furrounded. That he

might difcover the intentions of the allies, the

king fent young Finck, under the pretence of

congratulating the king of England on his vic-

tory, but in reality to watch the condud of

lord Carteret, and difcover any negotiations

which might be carried on in the camp. ' The
prince of Heffe, William, brother of the king

of Sweden, was very well difpofed toward the

interefcs of the emperor. Fie was inftrumental

in remitting to lord Carteret fome propofitions of

accommodation, which fliould tend to recon-

cile Bavaria and Aullria; but the Englifhman

w^as not Efficiently cunning to diffcmble his real

ijiclinations, and it was perceived that he did not

wiih any accommodation, that his mailer was for

w^ar, that the queen of ITungary defired the Im-

perial throne for her hulband, and that they

both were alike delirous of ruining Bavaria..

The king of England foon renounced the cha-

raftcr he had alTumed of protedor of the em-

pire. A borrowed part is difficult to fullain,

and men ad bed when they ad naturally He
haughtily refufed granting indemnification to va-

rious
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nous princes, which had been demanded for the

fpoils committed by his troops in their ftates

:

he would not even pay for the provifions and

forage which thefe princes had delivered. He
employed a fingular expreffion in a paper which

he caufed to be printed to elude thefe gratifican

tions. It is the lead/' faid he, the princes

of the empire can do to maintain the army of

their deliverer and their faviour. However,

he fhould think proper to reimburfe thefe

ftates according to their future condu(ftf* By

this haughtinefs he completely alienated their

affecHons. The moft defpotic monarch does

not exprefs himfelf in more imperious terms.

The king afted from intereft, and Carteret was

violent. Characfters like thefe feldom make ufe

of moderate expreffions.

While all this was palling upon the Maine,

prince Charles of Lorrain purfued the French

to the banks of the Rhine. His army was di-

vided into three columns ; and, while it advanced

toward the frontiers of Alfatia, he and marftial

Khevenhuller repaired to the Englilh army ; this

they cpuld the more eafily do, becaufe raarflial

de Noailles had repaired the Rhine at Oppen-

hein. The king of England wilhed to form a

plan by which the two armies Ihould mutually

be fo well regulated that their motions Ihould

aU
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all tend to the fame purpofe, which was, accord-

ing to the project they had agreed on, to recover

Lorrain. For this end, the king of England

was to pafs the Rhine at Mayence, and to march

dire6tly into Alfatia, that hq might facilitate

the paffage of the Rhine at Bafil for prince

Charles of Lorrain ; then to take Lorrain, and

afterward to diftribute the vidorious troops in

winter quarters through Burgundy and Cham-

paigne, Defigns like thefe were vaft, but the

execution of them ill correfponded with their

grandeur. The king of England, finding no

impediment, pafied the Rhine at Mayence, and

proceeded toward Worms. Prince Charles, lefs

fortunate, caufed fome troops to pafs on an ifland

of the Rhine, and fome Hungarians to the

other fide : the latter were driven back with lofs,

the ifiand of the Rhine was abandoned, and this

prince languidly remained in Brifgau to the end

of that campaign, the commencement of which

had been fo brilliant.

The camp at Worms, by the inacitivity of

the troops, became the centre, of negotiations.

The French employed every kind of means to

difeover the temper of the allies; they made fe-

veral overtures to lord Carteret, and ventured

fome propofitions, that they miglit found the

iliore, and find on what conditions peace was to ho

obtained.
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obtained. The intentions of the king of Eng-

land went much beyond any thing that France

could offer with propriety. George, who knew

that the king of Pruffia was informed of thefc

conferences, and wifhed to delude him by tak-

ing advantage of the prefent circumftances,

communicated to him a plan of pacification, in

which France offered to affift the queen of Hun-

gary in recovering Silefia, on condition that fhe

would acknowledge the emperor, and put him

in peaceable pofTeffion of Bavaria. Lord Hynd-

ford made a journey into Silefia, where the king

then was, to communicate this intelligence

;

but this wore an air of fuch hafte that, inftead

of convincing the king of the truth of what was

told, he was led to fufpedl that fuch propofi-

tions on the part of France were falfe and

forged. The difpofition of the king of England

toward Pruffia was too well known, and his evil

intentions were manifefl in his conduct to

count Finck. All this confirmed the king in

the opinion that this friendly communication

was a fnare fpread for him by the political craft

of Carteret. He notwithflanding allured lord

Hyndford that he was exceedingly fenfible of

the tokens of friendfifip which the king of Eng-

land tellified for him on this occafion, but that,

depending on the good faith of the queen of

Hungary,
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Hungary, on the wifdom of king GeorgO, and

on the guarantee itfelf, he was certain that thefe

two powers would never enter into views fo op-

pofite to their engagements, and the accom»

plifhment of which might be more difficult than

was fufpedted. The Englifli minifter was un-

prepared to receive an anfwer like this, and

fcarcely could prevent his difcontent from be-

ing vifible on his countenance. But what ap-

pearance was there that the king of France

would have recourfe to an expedient fo ridicu-

lous to obtain peace from the emprefs queen, as

that of plunging himfelf in a new war, and

becoming the inftrument of the grandeur

of the lioufe of Auftfia, which every perma-

nent intereft of his own kingdom obliged him

to oppofe r Was it not more natural to imagine

that this was a fable invented by lord Carteret,

purpofely to incite the king of Pruffia againft

France ? Might not Carteret thus reafon : the

King of Pruffia is paffionate, - and eafily takes

fire ; a propofition like that which we haveient

him will tranfport him with anger; lord Hynd-

ford will eafily profit by this fo far to increafe his

vexation as to induce him to declare againft

France, in which cafe we fliall have purchafed

his affiftance at an eafy rate.

It mufi: neverthelefs- be allowed that the in-

formation
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formation given by lord Hyndford was fup-

ported by circuinftances fo fpecious that they

merited to be examined before they were wholly

rejedled: they were as follow.—A certain emif-

fary of France, named Hertzel, had come to

the eledor of Mayence, to infinuate certain

propofitions to this prince, which he wiQied

might be known to the EngliOi. The intrigues

of the Auftrians had caufed the count of Oftein

to be chofen eledor of Mayence, inftead of

Schdnborn, who had crowned Charles VII.

Oftein was the creature of the Auftrians, and

likewife was in the pay of the Englifh, to whom
he had fold himfelf without referve. Count

Finck was fent to Mayence to fearch into the

fad, and every effort was made in France in

order to penetrate and arrive at the truth. This

was all loft labour
;

perhaps Hertzel had him-

felf made the propofitions which gave birth to

this ftory on his own authority. It was a chaos

of treachery, and another CEdipus was requifite

to refolve the enigma.

A more important negotiation began at this

time to be formed: the court of Verfailies pro-

pofed to engage the king of Sardinia to take

part in the interefts of France and Spain. A
provifional treaty indeed fubfifted between

Charles Emanuel and Maria Therefa, but it

was
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was in fuch ambiguous and general terms tbafc

it might without ill faith be broken. The tie-

gotiation of the French was in a fortunate train

at Turin, and might have been concluded>

had not the French and Spaniards infilled too

much in bargaining concerning trifles. Lord

Carteret was informed of what was tranfa(fling

at Turin, and he did not thus bargain. His

offers at the expence of the Auflrians furpaffed

thofe of France, and he was fuccefsful with the

king of Sardinia. By this treaty the queen

of Hungary ceded to the latter the diflrift of

Vegevano, the Tortonefe, and a part of the

diitchy of Parma; while the king of Sardinia

guaranteed whatever Ibe poflfefled in Italy^

which polfeflions he engaged to defend with all

his forces. This treaty was made and concluded

at Worms. The court of Vienna was outrage-^

ous at the ceflions which the Englifli continually

obliged it to make, and looked on the Englifh

as very flrange guarantees of the Pragmatic

fandion, on which they were inceffandy mak-

ing infradions. The king of Pruffia thought

this difpofition favourable toward infpiring the

Auflrians with more pacific fentiments. He

caufed it to be reprefented to them that the part

they were ading in Europe was ill fuited to

their interefls, that if the emperor was but the

puppet
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ptippet of Louis XV. they alfo had the charac-*

ter of being the puppets of George II. and that

peace was the only means to refcue them from

the tutelage of England. Such reprefentations

piqued them the more becaufe that they were

founded in fa6l. This, however, did not pre-

vent the hope they entertained of conquering

Lorraine, which induced them to purfue their

meafures.

The king of Pruffia wifhed for peace; he

preached moderation to all the belligerent pow-

ers, endeavoured to foften fome, and to bridle

others. It was not eafy to prevent oil being

thrown in the fire, but at length it mufl; be

extinguiflied for want of fuel. The beft in-

tentions are not always fuccefsful. The guineas

of England began to put the republic of Hol-

land in a fermentation. The Orange party was

for war, the true republicans for peace. The
power of gold at length was fuperior to all the

eloquence of the beft citizens, and the United

Provinces efpoufed the intereft of the queen of

Hungary, which was foreign to themfelves, and

the defigns of Carteret, of which they were ig-

norant. They fent * twenty thoufand men to

reinforce the army of Worms ; about fourteen

thoufand of whom joined it, and the reft dis-

banded themfelves.

* In Augufl.

VOL. I. PART IT. D Marfhal
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Marfhal de Noailles, after having paffed a

part of the campaign behind the Spcyerbach,

abandoned that pofition to approach Landau

;

where he was ready to join marfhal de Coigni,

who had taken the command of the troops of old

de Broglio, in cafe prince Charles of Lorraine

Ihould force the paflage of the Rhine, and

penetrate into Alfatia. King George followed

the French as far as the Speyerbach, where he

ended the campaign, after having razed the

lines which the French had formed on its

"banks. He returned to Hanover, and the

troops w^t into quarters in Brabant, and the

bifhopric of Munfter, During his refidence at

Hanover, the king married his daughter Maria

to the prince royal of Denmark ; after which

he began his journey for London, there in a

pompous harangue to make a recital of his ex-

ploits to his parliament.

To convince ourfelves how inconfequent are

the adions of men, we have only to analyze this

campaign. An army is affembled on the Maine

without fubfiftence being provided ; hunger and

furprife oblige the allies to give battle; they

vanquifh the French, pafs the Rhine, and pro-

ceed to Worms ; they are flopped by the Speyer-

bach, without finding any expedients to diflodge

their enemies; afterward they advance along

the
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the Speyerbacli, which is abandoned to them

by de Noailles ; and they receive fuccoiirs from

the Dutch, only to retire into winter quarters

in Brabant and Weftphaiia. In the whole of
• • •

this conduct, there is nothing confiilent r it

refembles the operations of a chymift, who, in

fearch of the philofopher’s fhone, difeovers a

colour of which he flood in no need. It is not

intentionally to criticife the condudl of the king

of England that we make thefe reflexions, for

many other generals have aXed in like manner

:

it is folely to convince our readers, that men

are not fo rational as they wifh ^ believe

themfelves.

The fmall fuccefs attendant on the Auflrians

and Engiifh, during the campaign of 1 74J, gave

the French time to confider, and to take necef-

fary meafures. It was true, they had lofl Ba-

varia; but their felf-love was flattered by hav-

ing prevented their enemies from pafling the

Rhine, and penetrating into Alfatia. Though

fortune had often changed fides in this war, in-'"

terefl had as often changed the politics of mo-

narchs. We have faid that the king of Sar-

dinia had figned the treaty of Worms : this

treaty was made public at the very time when

he was negotiating with France and Spain, and

when the news of the conclufion of an oppofite

D 2 treaty
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treaty was hourly expelled at Verfailles. Th^

ininiftry of Louis XV. were unable to diffemble

their refentment, which broke forth at finding

fuch marks of duplicity and contempt in the

condudfofthe king of Sardinia. The French am-

bafiador was immediately recalled from Turin ;

a corps of ten thoufand French troops was fent

to join the marquis de la Mina, who command-

ed under don Philip in the Genoefe river. Mina,

in order to force the pafiTes of Piedmont, en-

deavoured to penetrate by Chateau Dauphine;

but he was intercepted by the king of Sardinia.

He had intrenched himfelf there, and occupied

two forts which are on hills to the right and left

of the pafs. The Sardinians defended them-

felves fo vigoroufiy there, that the French and

Spaniards, repelled on all fides, retired intoDau-

phiny, after having loft fix thoufand men in

that fruitlefs expedition.

The facility which the court of Vienna had

found in engaging the king of Sardinia to be-

come her ally, perfuaded her fhe might procure

a like advantage in Ruffia, and, by the afiiflance

of that empire, fortify what fhe called the good

canfe. France knew this, and fent the marquis

de la Chetardie to Peterlburg, to oppofe the

defigns of her enemies. This ambaffador, who

by his add refs had placed Elizabeth on the

throne.
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throne, fuppofed that during his miffion he

fhould receive marks of gratitude from that

court. He was miftaken : he received the very

reverfe. The country was in a ftate of great

commotion; fo many fovereigns depofed had

raifed jealoufies among the grandees who fol-

lowed their fortunes. A chief only was want-

ing to give rebellion birth. Thofe powers

that were fo determined on obtaining fuccours

from Ruffia, finding they were not to be ob-

tained, profited by the feeds of difeontent which

then began to fprout, to carry on a confpiracy

againft the emprefs, which fortunately for that

princefs was difeovered. In order to develop

this dangerous projed, it is necefiary to recoi-

led that the court of Vienna had, with chagrin,

feen that cataftrophe which dethroned prince

Anthony of Brunfwick and his wife. France

having taken part in that revolution was fuffi-

cient to have rendered it odious ; and the more

fo, becaufe it was to be prefumed that the em-

prefs Elizabeth would not forget the fervice

Ihe had received from France, and would have

a prediledion for that power rather than for

Auftria, efpecially eonfidering the near relation^

Ihip of the queen of Hungary to the family de-

throned. Recolledions like thefe were fufficient

to induce ^ belief, in the Auftri^n tniniftry, that

E) 3 they
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they would do right to undertake every thing

to etfed the ruin of the emprefs of Ruflia. The

marquis of Botta Adorno, ambalTador from the

queen of Hungary to Peterfburg, had fecret

inftru(flions to carry on this plot. He was the

leaven of that court, which foursd the minds of

thofe by whom it was frequented. He excited

the anger of the women, and aflbciated with

perfons of every rank and every charader. He
added calumny to treafon, by giving affurances

of the protedion of the king of Pruffia, for

thofe who fliould. ad in behalf of his brother-in-

law and nephew, the young dethroned emperor.

It was the intention of the marquis of Botta,

when he employed the king’s name ,in this

plot, to engage him in a quarrel with Ruflia, if

the confpiracy fhould be difcovered. This it

happened to be, and the knout informed the

emprefs of Ruflia that Botta was its author. It

was firfl: learnt from a riotous drunken Ruffian,

who held fome treafonable converfation in one

of the coffee-houfes of Peterfburg. He was

arrefled by the police ; and the fear of the tor-

ture made him, and fuch of his accomplices as

were caught, confefs all they knew. Forty

perfons were feized at Mofcow, whofe depo-

fitions refembled thofe of the former. The

countefs Beftuchef had her tongue cut out ;
the

wife
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wife of one Beftuchef, the minifter’s brother, was

fent into Siberia; and a great number of perfons

owed the fucceeding misfortunes of their lives

to the fedu6tions of the marquis of Botta.

This minifter had taken the precaution to

procure his own removal, by the appointm.ent of

another minifter, before the confpiracy broke

forth, that he might not expofe his perfon and

his charafter if it Ihould happen to fail. He
was in credit at the court of Berlin when the

plot was difeovered ; and the king of Pruflia

having learned what had pafled in Ruffia, for-

bade him the court, and joined the emprefs of

Ruffia in demanding fatisfaftion of the queen of

Hungary, inafmuch as Botta had equally of?

fended the emprefs and the king. The odious

condud of the marquis of Botta was in part caft

upon the court to which he belonged. Although

the French had given an example of a like en-

terprife, they ought not to have been imitated

by the Auftrians. What muft become ofpublic

fafety, or of the fafety of kings themfelves, if

the door was thus opened to rebellion, poifon,

and affaffination ? What jurifprudence could au-

thorife attempts like thefe? Has not the policy

of nations honourable means of which it may
avail itfelf ? And muft it lofe every fentiment of

probity in its mterefted views, which themfelycs.

D 4 aix
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are deceitful? It is lamentable that, in the eigli^

teenth century, humanized and enlightened as

it comparatively is, France and Auftria have

rendered themfelves liable to fuch reproaches.

The queen of Hungary neither avowed nor

difavowed the ad of her minifter. The falfe

conduct of the court of Vienna might furnifli

that of Berlin with the means of a more in*

timate union with' the court of Peterfburg. The

king wrote to Mardefeld, his ambaflador in

Ruflia ; who, being an able negotiator, attempt-

ed to extend the treaty which fubfifted between

the two powers. After many delays, he could

obtain nothing more than a fufficiently vague

guarantee of the Pruffian ftates, which was con-

ceived in terms fo ambiguous that it was not

worth the pains of procuring. Although this

treaty was ineffedual, it might awe courts

whofe intentions were inimical to Prulha.

French pafte may dazzle as elfedually as a dia-

mond. It was the count Belluchef who per-

fuaded the emprefs not to conclude a more

intimate alliance with the king of Pruflia. The

marquis de la Chetardie, diflatisfied with this mi-

nifter, endeavoured to difplace him, and Mar*

defeld was authorifed to fecond his endeavours

;

but the experience of Mardefeld could not pre-

vail againft the fortunate ftar of Beftuchef. We
referve
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referve a more ample difcuffion of the refult of

all thefe minifterial intrigues, at the court of

Ruflia, to another opportunity. Foreign courts

as bufily plotted at Berlin ; the Engliflh did not

quit their projeft of infenfibly engaging the

king in the war they were then making on

France; and the French were defirous he fhould

come to riieir fuccour, and make fome diver-

hon in their favour. At this interval Voltaire

arrived at Berlin : having fome protedors at

Verfailles, he imagined that was fufficient to au-

thorize him in affuming,the airs of a negotiator.

His lively imagination fhot forth without re-

ftraint into the vaft field of politics : he had np

credentials, and his miflion became a fport,

a fubjed of merriment. Two objeds were ever

prefent to Pruffia, during the peaceful mo-

ments fhe enjoyed : thefe were, the fupport of

the emperor, and a general peace. As the.

emperor had been abandoned by France, the

foie refource that remained for his fupport, was

to form, as we have already faid, a league

among the princes qf Germany, who might

raife the ftandard in aid of the chief of the Ger-

manic body. Vain attempts had already been

made to infpire the princes of Germany with

thefe fentiments. In order to make new efforts,

>vhich might determine them to undertake that

g which
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which their intereft and glory required, the king

thought proper perfonally to converfe with

fome among them. Under pretence of vifiting

his fillers, the one margravefs of Bareith, the

odi@#^.of Anfpach, he made a journey into the

empire : he even went as far as Hohen-Oet^

tingen ; feigning a curiofity to fee the remains

of the Bavarian army, but really to delibe-.

rate witli marfhal Seckendorff, concerning the

wheels which might be fet in motion to aid

the emperor. Temptations, remonftrances, rea-

foQS were all ineffectual : the enthufiafts of the

houfe of Auflria were ready facrifices in her

behalf; while thofe who were attached to the

emperor, were fo intimidated by the reverfe of

fortune which had overwhelmed that prince,

that they imagined their poffeffions would be

loft the very moment they fhould come to his

fuccour. The duchefs dowager of Wurtem-

burg was then at Bareith. She demanded the

reftoration of her fons from the king, to whom

file had confided the’ care of their education.

The king thought it would be more decent for

thefe princes to depart under the moft favour-

able aufpices, for which purpofe he had obtain-

ed a difpenfation of age before the ufual time

from the emperor. This was a means of at-

taching thefe young princes to the interefts of

4 France
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France and Bavaria. While attentive thus to

politics, the king did not negledl the interior

government of his Hates : the fortifications in

Silefia advanced rapidly ; the grand canal of

Plauen was cut, to obtain a fhort commur^^ation

between the Elbe and the Oder ; the port of

Stetin had been deepened, and the clannel of

the Swine rendered navigable. Silk manufa6lures

fprang up ; the infed which produces that pre-

cious material became a new Iburce of wealth to

the inhabitants of the country, and every door

of induftry was thrown open. The academy

of fciences was renewed ; Euler, Lieberkuhn,

Pott, Marggraf, became its ornaments ; and

Maupertuis, fo famous for his knowledge, and

his voyage to Lapland, its prefident.

Thus ended the year 1743. All Europe was

bufied in wars and cabals, the cabinets of princes

were more adive than their armies ; the caufe

of war was changed; its firft end was the fup*

port of the houfe of Auftria, its next was pro-

jeds of conqueft. England began to gain an

afcendancy in the balance of power, which

prognofticated nothing but misfortune to France.

The fortitude of the emprefs queen degenerat-

ed into obflinacy, and the apparent generofity

of the king of England into a contemptible

intereft for his eledorate. Ruffia was ftill at

peace*
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peace. The king of Pruffia^ ever occupied

in keeping an equilibrium between the belU-

gerent powers, hoped to obtain this purpofe,

fometimes by amicable infmuations, fometimes

by threats, and fometimes even by oftentation.

But what are the projeds of man? To him the

future is hidden : he knows not what (hall hap-

pen to-morrow. How may he forefee events

which a chain of fecondary caufes may within

fix months produce ? Circumfhances often ob-

lige him to a6h contrary to his intention ; and,

in the flux and reflux of fortune, prudence has

only to conform, to ^d: with copfiftency, and

never to lofe fight of her fyftem: it is impofli-^

bie fhe fliould forefee all events.

CHAP- IX-

!^egotiations of the Year 1744, and of all which

preceded the JVar which Prujfia undertook

againjl the Uouje of Aufiria.

^|“^HE affairs of the emperor became mor®

S and more embroiled. Auftrian ambition

augmented with fuccefs, there no longer were

any doubts, it was their intent to dethrone the

emperor. The king of England fijently en-

deavoured to effed the fame purpofe. The

feeblenefs
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feeblenefs of Charles VII. and the enormous

pretenfions of the queen of Hungary, announ-*

ced, efpecially to thofe princes who were en-

amoured of their liberty, that they could not

long remain fpedators of a war, in which their

intereft and fame demanded they Ihould not

fuiFer the ancient enemies of Germanic freedom

to gain the afcendancy. In addition to thefe

general confiderations, the king of Pruflia had

others ftill more weighty. Neither the queen of

Hungary nor the king of England had fufficient

art to conceal their evil intentions; they were

manifeft on every occahon. Maria Therefa

complaining to king George of the ceflions

which he obliged her to make, efpecially that of

Silefia, George replied, Madam, that which is

good to receive is good to return.” This anec-

dote is certain truth ; the author has feen a

copy of the letter. In fine, it was known that

England and Auftria propofed to force France

to conclude peace, in fuch a manner as that the

guarantee of Silefia Ibould not be a part of the

treaty. To this let us add the conduct of the

marquis of Botta at Peterfburg; and it will

evidently appear that the king of Pruflia was

not to blame to be on his guard, and even to

prepare for war, if war fhould be required by

neccfTity,

As
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As the king had always fufpeded the enemieis

with whom he had made peace, he had paid

particular attention in preparing for whatever

might happen. GEconomy had in fome man-»

ner repaired the breaches of the laft war, and

fufBcient fums had been amaffed to fupply,

with prudence, the expences of two campaigns.

The fortrefles, indeed, were rather begun than

in a ftate of defence ; but the augmentations of

the army were achieved, and ammunition and

provifions were amaffed enough for one earn*

paign. In a word, the acquilition of Silefia

having added new ftrength to the ftate, Pruflia

was capable of executing with vigour the de-

figns of him by whom it was governed.

It remained for him to take fuch meafures

as that he might have nothing to apprehend

from his neighbours, and particularly to pre^

ferve himfelf at liberty, if it ftiould be propofed

to him to ad in another manner. Of all thefe

neighbours, the empire of Ruffia merited the

moft attention, as being the moft dangerous. It

is puiffant and near. The king had lefs dread of

the number of its forces than of that fwarm of

Coffacks and Tartars, who fet provinces oil firci

and murder the inhabitants, or lead them

into llavery : they ruin thofe ftates which they*

inundate. Evil might be returned for evil to

other
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otKer enemies; but to Ruffia this was impofli-

ble, at leafl: without a confiderable fleet, which

fhould proted and fupply an army the efforts

of which fhould be direded againft Peterfburg

itfelf. With intent to conciliate the friendfhip

of Rufiia, the king fet every engine in motion;

he even negotiated for that purpofe in Swe-

den. The emprefs at that time propofed to

marry the grand duke, her nephew, in order to

obtain fucceffors. Although her choice was

not fixed, her inclinations led her to give the

preference to the princefs Ulrica, the king's lifter#

It was the defign of the court of Saxony to.

marry the princefs Marianne, fecond daughter of

Auguftus, to the grand duke, that, by the favour

of that alliance, credit might be obtained with

the emprefs. The Ruffian minifter, whofe

venality would have put his royal miftrefs up to

audion, had he found any one rich enough to

bid for her, fold the Saxons a premature con-

trad of marriage. For this the king of Poland

paid, and received nothing but promifes for his

money. Notffing could be more contrary to

the good of the P ruffian date than to fuffer

fucli an alliance to be formed between Saxony

and Ruffia; yet nothing could have been

more unnatural than to have facriheed a princefs

of
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of the blood royal to fupplant Saxony : rccourfc

was had to another expedient.

Among all the marriageable princelTes of

Germany, no one better fuited the intentions

of Ruflia, and the interefts of Pruflia, than the

princefs of Zerbft. Her father was marflial of

the king’s armies; and her mother princefs of

Holftein, lifter of the prince fucceflbr to

the throne of Sweden, and aunt to the grand

duke of Ruffiaw We fhall not here enter into

a minute detail of this negotiation : it will be

fufficient to know that more labour was necef-

fary to make it take effect, than if the fubje(ft

in queftion had been the moft important in the

whole world. It Was oppofed by the very fa-

ther of the princefs, a Lutheran, fuch as lived

in the age of the reformation. He would

not confent to fee his daughter become a fehif-

matic, until a prieft, not over rigid, had de-

monftrated to him that the Greek religion

and the Lutheran were much the fame. Mar-

defeld fo artfully hid all the fprings to which

he gave a6lion, from the chancellor Beftuchef

in Ruflia, that the princefs of Zerbft arrived at

Peterlburg, to the utter aftonifliment of all

Europe, and was received by the emprefs at

Mofcow with evident marks of flitisfadion and

friendfliip. The road yet was not wholly

fmooth

;
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fmootli ; there was another impediment to re*

move. The youthful prince and princefs were

coufins* To vanquifli this difficulty the popes and

the biffiops were gained, and they decided that

the marriage was exceedingly conformable to the

laws of the Greek church. BarOn Mardefeld,

not fatisfied with this firft fuccefs, undertook

to transfer the imprifonment of the dethroned

family from Riga to fome other place of Ruffia,

and he fucceeded. The fafety of the emprds

required thefe perfons fhould be more diftant

from the neighbourhood of Peterfburg. One

revolution had deprived them of the fceptre i

they might regain it by another. They were

taken beyond Archangel, into a place fo bar-

barous that the very name of it is unknown*

While we are now writing thefe memoirs, prince

Anthony Ulric of Brunfwick Is ftill there.

The baron of Mardefeld, arid the marquis dc

la Chetardie, who believed themfelves powerful

after the arrival of the princefs of Zerbft,

wifhed to crown their undertaking by the re-

moval of the grand chancellor, Beftuchef, who

from caprice was the enemy of France and

attached to England. He was a man without

genius, little able in adminiftration, haughty

frorri ignorance, deceitful from character, and

double in his dealings even to thofe by whorri

von. I, PART II, E h«
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he had been bribed. The intrigues of thefe

minifters were of fufficient effedf to feparate the

two brothers. The grand marfhal Beftuchef

was fent to Berlin, in quality of plenipotentiary

fromRuffia; but the chancellor had taken too

deep root at court, and fuftained every affault

they could make. Mardefeld was artful enough

not to appear concerned in thefe fadions. La

Chetardie, lefs cautious, a6ted without difguife^

immediately, without any regard either to his

charader or the fervices he had rendered,

he was obliged haftily to quit RujfTia, and in

a manner very little honourable.

The emprefs having come to a determination

in her choice of tlie princefs of Zerbfl, for the

i poufe of the grand duke, there was the lefs diffi-

culty in obtaining her confent to the marriage

of Ulrica, princefs of Pruffia, with the new

prince royal of Sweden. Pruffia founded her

fafety on thefe two alliances: the princefs of

Pruffia, in expedation of the Swedifli feeptre,

could not become the enemy of the king her

brother ; and a grand duchefs of Ruffia, edu-

cated and maintained in the Pruffian territories,

and indebted to the king for her fortune, could

not, without ingratitude, do him ill offices.

Although a more folid alliance with Ruffia

could not then be accompliflied, nor could a

% more
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more favourable minifter be fubftituted for the

chancellor Beftuchef ; flill, however, other

means were employed to open an iron heart.

Such was the fpecies of rhetoric which the baron

de Mardefeld made ufe of, till the year 1745,

that he might temporize with the ill will of a

man fo inimical.

The fads we have related will demon-

ftrate that the intrigues of the king of Prullia

had not been entirely fuccefsful, and that all

he could obtain from the court of Ruffia did

not perfedly correfpond with his hopes. It was

hill a great point gained, to have foftened for

a time the evil intentions of fo dangerous a

power. He who gains time gains every thing.

Another attempt was made to form an aflbcia-

tion among the princes of the empire. The
langrave of Heffe, the duke of Wurtemburg,

the eledor of Cologne, and the eledor palatine,

might be depended upon ; the • biHiop of

Bamberg began to waver : but their affiftance

muft be bought. No money no prince in

Germany. France would not confent to pay

the fubhdies which were required, and the at-

tempt a third time failed. It were to have been

wilhed that a good underftanding could have

been had with the court of Saxony ; but here

more obhacles were met with than iji any other

E 2 part;
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part. The king of Poland was diffatisfied that

the peace of Brellau had not put him in poffef-

fion of Moravia; he wifhed to conquer pro-

vinces with the pen. He was jealous at per-

ceiving the houfe of Brandenbourg had acquired

Silefia, and that he had gained nothing by

this war : he believed his to be the beft found-

ed pretenlioDS to the fucceflion of Charles VI.

he envied the eledor of Bavaria in his attain-

ment of the Imperial crown, and he detefted

the French, by whom he affirmed he had been

deceived. Propenlities fo favourable did not

efcape the court of Vienna : that feminine nego-

tiator, an old maid, named Kling, was continu-

ally at Drefden; and fhe afted fo artfully on

the minds of the king the queen, count *

and the confeffor, that (he induced them to re-

folve on an alliance with the queen of Hungary.

All obftacles faon were removed ; a defenfive

treaty was concluded between Auftria, England,

and Saxony, the fecret articles of which were

figned at Warfaw. The contrading parties took

good care not to make them, public, but this did

not prevent the king of Pruffia from procuring

a copy.

As this treaty was one of the principal caufes

of the war which the king afterward declared

agalnft the queen of Hungary, it will be necef-

fary that we here fhould infert fome articles,

4 which
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which (hall juftify in the eyes of pofterity that

war of which they were produdive.

Article II. To this effed the allies

engage themfelves anew in an expreC^

guarantee of all kingdoms, ftates, countries,

and domains, which they now poffefs, or

ought to 'pojfejs^ in virtue of the treaty of

alliance made at Turin in 1703; of the

treaties of peace of Utrecht and Breda;

of the treaty of peace and alliance, com-

monly called the Quadruple Alliance; of the

treaty of pacification and alliance, concluded

at Vienna the loth of March, 1731 ; of the

** ad of guarantee, granted in confequence,

and made a law of the empire, the nth of

“ February, 1732; of the ad of acceffion, in

like manner ligned in confequence at the

Hague the 20th of February, 1732; of the

treaty of peace (igned at Vienna the i8th of

November, 1738, the acceffion to which was

made and (igned at Verfailles the 3d of

February, 1739. All which treaties are fully

referred to and confirmed here, fo far as

they may concern the allies, and as they arc

not fpecifically departed from by the prefent

treaty,”

Whoever reads this article with impartiality

mufl: find therein the feeds of an offenfive alii-

E 3 ance
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ance againft the king of Pruffia. The queen of

Hungary has thofe dates guaranteed which die

poflefled at the time of the treaties referred to,

and which fhe afterward loft. If that princefs

and the king of England had been upright in

their intentions, ought they not to have equally

referred to the treaty of Bredau in this alliance ?

Strip the above article of the enigmatical ftylc

in which it is enveloped, and we there (hall fee

a formed guarantee of the dates which the em-

prefs queen ought to podefs, in conformity to

the Pragmatic fandion, ^d confequently of

Silefia. But the thirteenth article of the treaty

of Worms, to which the king of Poland had

acceded, will even explain the means the court

of Vienna meant to make ufe of, for the recovery

of its loft provinces. It is as follows

:

Article XIII. And fo foon as Italy diall

be delivered from its enemies, and free from

any apparent danger of being again invaded,

her majefty the queen of Hungary may not

only withdraw a part of her forces, but, diould

die make the requilition, the king of Sar^

dinia diall furnidi her with his own troops,

that die may employ them for the fecurity of

her dates in Lombardy, to the end that die

may have the aid of a greater number of her

own troops m Germany. In like manner as, at

the



THE HISTORY OF MY OWN TIMES. ^5

the requifition of the king of Sardinia, the

queen of Hungary fhall fend her troops into

the ftates of the faid king, if fo it ihould be

necelTary, to defend the paiTes againll; the

army of any enemy that fhall undertake to

force them, and to deliver the ftates of the

king of Sardinia from enemies, and pur them

out of danger of being invaded anew.'’

The queen ofHungary then wifhes to withdraw

her forces out of Italy to employ them in Ger-

many. Againft whom ? Againft Saxony ? She

had concluded an alliance with the king of Po-

land, eledor of that country. Againft; Bavaria ?

She had fo humbled the emperor that Ihe pofj-

feffedhis patrimonial provinces. It therefore could

only be againft the king of PrufTia that flie me-

ditated a new war. According to the engage-

ments entered into by the treaty of Breflau, the

king of England ought faithfully to communi •

cate fuch treaties as he fliould make to the king

of Pruffia. He took good care to be filent con-

cerning this treaty. The reafon was evident.

What had been planned at Worms, and had

been ratified at Turin an,d Warfaw, was to

overthrow whatever the king of England himfelf

had ftipulated to perform by the treaty of Bref-

lau. Thefe new alliances were communicated

to the States General, and the tenor of them

E 4 wa?
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was learnt at the Hague. According to thq

rules of good politics, the courts of Vienna and

Jl^ondon ought not fo foon to have unmalked
their intentions. Thefe courts were then in

arms, combating againft France and Spain,

from Lombardy to the Rhine, and as far as

Flanders, Might they not have forefeen that, if

the king of Pruflia was not become entirely

an idiot, he would not patiently wait till they

fhould have taken meafures for his deftrudiion,

and that he would rather ufe his utmoft eiforts

to prevent the defigns of his enemies ? It was

indubitable that Pruffia could find no fecurity

in the peace of Breflau. Security muft there-

fore be fought elfewhere. The fituation was

critical ; cither the king muft abandon himfelf

to the accidents of chance, or he muft take vio-

lent meafures, fubjecft to the greateft vicifli-

tudes. Minifters reprefented to this prince, that

whoever is at prefent well ought fo to remain,

and to be fatisfied that it is a falfe aflertion in

I

politics, that war is to be made, in order to be

avoided ; adding, that it would be wife to wait

for the good which time fhould bring. The

king replied, they were blinded by their timi-

dity ; that it was great imprudence not early to

anticipate, when we enjoy the means of guard-

ing againft, misfortune ; that he was fcnfible by

a ne\y
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a new war he (hould expofe his nobility, his

fiibjeds, his ftates, and his perfon, to inevita-

ble dangers ; but that the crifis required de-

ciiion, and that the word part he could take

would be that of not taking any.

In order to perceive at one view the reafons

the king fuppofed he had to declare war againft

the queen of Hungary, and the reafons urged

by his minifters on the contrary part, we fhall

here make ufe of a memoir which he fent them,

written by himfelf, of which the following is a

copy

:

To a6t judicioufly, we muft not ad too

hadily. I have well confidered our prefent

fituation, and here are the remarks I have

" made on the condud of my enemies, which

I have colleded, the better to prove their in-

‘‘ tendons, i . Why did the queen of Hun-

gary, at the peace of Breflau, fo obdinately

perfid in preferving to herfelf the high moun-

tains of the Upper Silefia, which are of fuch

fmall worth? Intered certainly was not the

reafon. I perceive another. It was, by the

pofleffion of thefe mountains, to preferve ad-

vantageous pafles, of which fhe might affure

herfelf whenever flie fhould think proper.

^^ 2 . What reafons had the Audrians and Eng-

lidi clandedinely to oppofe the guarantee

of
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of the treaty of Breflau, which Mardefeld en-

deavoured to obtain at Peterfburg, if it were

not that fuch a guarantee would have pre-

vented thefe powers from breaking the treaty.

To this I am anfwered, that the politics of

the Englilli are fimple; that they wifh to de-

prive me of all other fupport, to the end that^

having no guarantee but that which they fliali

grant, I may entirely become their depen-

dent. I will venture then to afk the mini-

fliers, if we admit that the Englifh fhould

have either of thefe intentions, are they fa-

vourable or unfavourable? 3. Why is not

lord Carteret in greater hafte to terminate tri-

fling differences that exift, relative tofomeliti-

gated frontiers, between the country of Minden

and that of Hanover, to a toll of the Hano-

verians on the Elbe, and to the bailiwicks

which are mortgaged to us in Mecklenburgh ?

It is that he has little wi(h to eflablifh a per-

fe6l harmony between the two courts. Count

Podewils fuppofes that the houfe of Hano-

ver has an equal intereft with that of Bran-

denbourg to terminate thefe differences.

Wherefore then are they not terminated ? But

the king of England defires to invade Meck-

lenburgh, Paderborn, Ofnabruck, and the

bifhopric of HildeBieim ; and he perceives that

fuch
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fuch views of aggrandizement are incompatible

with any ftridt connexion between Pruffia and

England. 4. Are the promifes of a prince

who fails in his engagements to be depended

ppon? When the king of England afiembied

his army on the Rhine, in the year 1743,

he promifed not to utldertake any thing

either againft the hereditary ftates of the em-

peror or his dignity; and, at prefent, com

jointly with the queen of Hungary, he is tak-

ing meafures to oblige him to abdicate. 5.

Do you recoiled the intrigues of the marquis

of Botta, at the court of Peterfburg ; and did

“ they net tend to reftore the banifhed family

to the crown ? Why did they fo ? Becaufe he

knew the emprefs Elizabeth was in our in-

terefts, and expeded that prince Anthony,

being indebted to the court of Vienna for the

reftoration of his family, would forever be-

come devoted to it, and would participate

its hatred for every thing that is Pruffian. To
what purpofe did he make ufe of m_y name,

in that abominable confpiracy, if it were not

to embroil me with the emprefs, fhould his

plot happen to be difeovered? That, fay you,

was the effed of the love of the queen of

Hungary for her relations. Alas ! find me
the fovereign who pays any refped to ties of

blood.
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blood. 6. You believe the guarantee whick

the king of England has granted to the treaty

of Breilau ought not to be contemned. I

anfwer that all guarantees are, like works in

fillagre, rather proper to pleafe the eye than

to become ufeful. 7. But I give up all that

I have hitherto faid. Can you poffibly put

any good conftrudion on the treaty of Worms,

and on that of Warfaw? The minifterial ian-

guage of the Auftrlans is that Italy alone is

the objedt of this treaty. Read the two articles

which I have cited, and you will clearly per-

ceive they relate to Germany in general, and

that thefe articles have me particularly in view.

8. The alliance with Saxony is ftill lefs inno-

cent ; it affords a paffage and aid to the Au-

ftrians to attack me in my own provinces.

You maintain this alliance is only made to

procure reciprocal prefents, for the minifters

who are at the head of affairs, in thefe two

courts. This I own was an anfwer I did not

expert. I muft confefs you have very tran-

fcendant underftandings. 9. Here is another

queftion. Shall we wait till the queen of

Hungary is free from all embarraffment; till

(lie has made peace with France, and has

obliged the emperor to abdicate? 1 repeat,

fliall we wait till flie can employ her wholo

forces^
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forces, thofe of Saxony, and the money 6f

England, to attack us, with all thefe advan-

tages, at the very moment when we (hall be

deftitute of allies, and when we fhall have

no other refources than thofe of our own

troops? You aflert that the queen of Hun-

gary cannot terminate the war in a hnglc

campaign ; that her provinces are ruined

;

her revenues ten years in arrear ; and that

‘‘ fhe will not feel how much fhe herfelf is ex-

haufted, till after the peace. I anfwer that

«« every body is not of the opinion that her

finances are fo much exhaufted as you fuppofe.

Yaft: provinces furnifh vafi; fuppiies. Let it

be remembered that, at the conclufion of

the war of fuccefiion, a war which had en-

gulphed mints of money, the emperor Charles

VI. fingly fufiained one campaign againfl

the French, without foreign fubfidies, after

queen Anne had concluded a feparate peace

at Utrecht. Muft we wait till Hannibal is at

our gates, before we fhall declare againfl

him ? Remember count ZinzendorflF, in the

‘‘ year 1733, betted that the French would not

pafs the Rhine, at the time that they had aeVu-

“ ally bombarded and taken Kehl. Security adds

that, when the late king acquired the ulterior

Pomerania, it was generally imagined Swe-

den



62 POSTH0MOUS WORKS.

den would foon or late revive its claims on

that province, and yet that no fuch claims

have been revived. The comparifon is de-

ceitful, and fuch reafoning deftroys itfelf.

How can any parallel be drawn between a

ruined, exhaufted and difmembered king-

dom, like that of Sweden, and the puiffant

“ houfe of Auftria; which, far from having

fuffered lofs, ' actually meditates conqueft?

The pertinacious partizans of the queen of

Hungary affirm that, there is no example

of the houfe of Auflria’s having begun

a war for the recovery of loft provinces.

Such affirmations muft be made only to

the ignorant. Did not that houfe endeavour

to re-conquer Switzerland ? How many wars

has it undertaken to render Hungary heredi-

tary ? And what was the v/ar which Fer-

dinand II. made to drive the eledlor palatine

Frederic V. out of Bohemia, of which he

had been eleded king by the fuffrages of

the people ? Was not that a bloody war

which the houfe of Auftria made on Bethlem

Gabor, to wreft from him Tranfilvania ?

In fine, what is it at prefent that excites tho^

‘‘ queen of Hungary to prefs tVe French with

fo much ardour, if not the hope of re-con-

quering Alfatia, LorrrtinCa ^nd of dethroning

thO'
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the emperor ? Would they reafon rationally

at Vienna, fliould they fay, it is impoffible

‘‘ that the king of Pruffia Ihould attack us, for

none of his anceftors ever made war upon

us ? Let us not deceive ourfelves. Examples

drawn from the paft, even were they true,

would prove nothing concerning the future.

The following aifertion is much more cer-

tain : Whatever is poffible may come to

pafs. 10. To ftrengthen all thefe arguments

by more palpable proofs, I need but recal to

mind what was laid by the Auftrian general.

Mole, when he paffed through Berlin, to

Mr. von Schmettau. My court is not fo ill

informed as to attack Silefia. We are in

alliance with the court of Drefden ; the road

through Lufatia leads more immediately to

‘‘ Berlin ; it will be moil agreeable to us there

to conclude the peace. You fay Mole fpoke

at a venture ; but hear what confirms the

fuppofition that the court of Vienna intend-

ed to make this peace at Berlin. Prince Louis

of Brunfwick had heard the fame plan men-

tioned by the queen of Hungary, in whofe

fervice he \vas. This he told in confidence

to his brother, the reigning duke
3 and the

latter communicated the fact to me. An
avowal frorn the mouth of an enemy is equal

to
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to demonftration. My conclufion is tliati

we have nothing to gain by waiting, but

every thing to lofe ; that war therefore mull

be made, and that it will be better if fo it

fliould be, to perilh with honour than to be

overwhelmed with fhame, when we no

longer have the means of defence/*

The king however aded not precipitately.

It was not yet time to declare himfelf ; he

waited a more favourable conjundure, that he

might gain every poffible advantage. At this

period the emperor, believing his affairs def-

perate, fent the cqunt of Seckendorff to Berlin,

to obtain the fupport of the king of Pruffia.

Seckendorff imagined he had power enough to

oblige Saxony to change fides. He affirmed

the French would ad vigoroully, and that their

intentions were hncere. He preffed the king

very much to declare himfelf, but the moment

was not yet propitious, and he received an an-

fwer to the following purport.

I. Before he would ad in concert with the

emperor and France, his majefty previoufly

“ required that the alliance between himfelf,

Ruffia, and Sweden fliould be concluded.

II. That Sweden fliould promife to make a

diverfion in the province of Bremen, at the

fame time that a French army fliould attack

Hanover.
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Hanover. III. France fhould engage to a6t

ofFenfively on the Rhifie, and to purfue the

Auftrians with vigour, when the diverfion

which the king propofed to make fliould draw

them into Bohemia. IV. Bohemia fliould

be difmembered from the fhates of the queen

of Hungary, and the king fliould be put

into poffeffion of the three circles that lie

the neareft to Silefia. V. The allied powers

fhould make
^
no feparate peace, but fliould

continue firmly united, to ad for the pur-

pofe of lowering the new houfe of Auflria.’’

The article relative to conquefl: was only

added to the plan at a venture, and in cafe

fortune fliould favour the enterprize. It was

prudent previoufly to agree on a participation,

which otherwife might, in the end, have caufed

difagreement among the allies.

Thefe meafures however were taken with

great circumfpedion. The king knew the

effeminacy of the French in their warlike opera-

tions, and the little attachment they had fliewn

for the interefl; of their allies ; neceflity only

could effed this new connexion. Preparations

mufi: be made againfl thofe contrarieties which

might be fiiifered on the part of England,

governed by a vindidive king and an intem-

perate minifter. The parliament had granted

VOL. I. PART II, F the
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the monarch all the Turns he had requeued*

Supported by To much wealth, he might raife

land armies, and carry war to the ends of the

world. Thefe premifing propolitions of alli-

ance were not, however, received at VeiTailles

lb favourably as might have been expeded.

Negotiations were nevcrthelefs carried on,

that this political crifis might be brought to a

happy conclufion. Two pedants, the one

French the other German, thought proper to

form a projed of aflbciation, for the circles of

the empire. The firfh was the fieur de Cha-

vigni, and the fecond the fieur von Bunau.

Their proceedings were encumbered with all

formalities and reftridions, according to the

laws of the empire, and the golden bull ; and

their dull and heavy labours were no fooner

read than forgotten. Inftead of troubling itfelf

concerning this^ aflbciation, the court of Ver-

failles, by means of fubfidies, took the troops

of Heflb into the fervice of the emperor. This

deranged the meafures of the king of England,

who had depended upon adding them to his

army. An attempt was made to difluade the

duke of Gotha from granting his troops to the

maritime powers; but this was unfuccefsful, for

the duke had already received fubfidies. There

was a new miniflry at Verfailles, that had little

3 confidered
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confidered the hruation of affairs, and that

therefore attributed the feparate peace which

the king had concluded with the queen of Hun-

gary to his levity. For this reafon it v/as

lieceffary to redify the opinion of the miniftry,

on this fubjed, when he defired to ally himfelf

to France. Baron de Chambrier, who had

been twenty years ambaffador from PrufTia to

the court of Verfailles, was aged, had not fuf-

ficient intimacy with the people in power to

employ their credit with the king of France,

was befide little accuftomed to treat on great

fubjeds, and was fcrupuloufly circumfped.

This induced the king to fend a perfon to that

court who was lefs rigid, and more adive, that

he might know what he had to exped. * His

choice fell on count Rottembourg. This count

had quitted the fervice of France in 1 740 for

that of Pruflia, and had connexions of kindred

with the mod illuftrious perfon s of the court

;

for which reafon he might procure intelligence

which would have efcaped any other ambalTa-

dor, and confequently might give the king

information of the inclinations of Louis XV.
his minifters and his miftreffes. To deer the

velTel well a compafs was necedary. The too

great vivacity of count Rottembourg was tem-

pered by the phlegm of the baron de Cham-^

F % brier.
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brier. They might together do the ftate grea$

fervice. Accordingly count Rottembourg de-

parted for Verfailles. He firft infinuated the

purport of his cmbaffy to the duke de Richlieu,

and afterward to thedutchefs de Chateauroux.

By them he was fent to Mr. Amelot, minifter

for foreign affairs, who was not held to be any

partifan of Pruflia. But cardinal Tencin, mar-

llial Belleifle, d'Argenfon the minifter for the

war department, Richlieu, and the king’s mif-

trefs, declared themfelves in favour of count

Rottembourg. Thofe articles which had been

propofed to marflial Seckendorff ferved as a

bafis for the negotiation which was begun with

France. It was principally infifted upon that

the French army, of Alfatia, fhould purfue the

Auftrians and recover Bavaria ; and that an-

other French army fhould, at the fame time,

invade Weftphalia. The king, on his part,

referved entering into adion till after the alli-

ance between Sweden, Ruffia and Pruftia fhould

be concluded. This laft article left him the

liberty of being active or inadtive, according

as circumftances fliould appear to him favour-

able or unfavourable. He flattered himfelf tlie

moment of rupture might ftill be removed ;

but the turn which affairs in general took, and

the fuccefs of the Auftrian armies in Alfatia,

foon
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foon obliged him to declare againft the queen

of Hungary. The Pruffian alliance was at that

time the mod advantageous event which could

happen to France. Her proper intereft de-

manded mod forcibly that die diould rouze

herfelf_, and facilitate thefe arrangements. But

who may depend on the fydem of a court

governed by, and undable from, fadion : or on

the vigour and adlivity of troops that are com-

manded by timid and impotent generals ? To-

ward the fummer of the fame year, count

Teffin came to Berlin, in quality of ambaffa-

dor from Sweden, and demanded the princefs

of Pruffia, Ulrica, in marriage for the prince of

Holdein, who had been eleded fucceffor to the

throne of Sweden. He was attended by the

flower of the nobility. He had all the qualities

neceflary for fliew, thofe of dignity, and even

thofe of eloquence. But his mind was frivo-

lous and fuperficial. The nuptials were cele-

brated at Berlin with magnificence-}-. Prince

William, brother of the king, efpoufed the

princefs by proxy. Thefe fefhivals were more

magnificent than the preceding had been.

A juft medium, between frugality and profufion,

beft becomes the ftate of princes. But, while

* In the month of May.

f In Auguft.
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thefe balls and rejoicings were held at court,

adive preparations were making for that cam-

paign which was foon to open.

"The Campaigns of Italy^ Flanders^ and the Rhine-,

andfinally the Campaign of the King,

HE campaign of Italy opened, in the

month of April, by the palfage of the

Tanaro, and the taking of Nice and Villa-

Franca. The , French and Spanilh generals

could not agree concerning their future opera-

tions. The prince of Conti alleged that the

paffes, which lead from Nice into Piedmont,

were impradticable, and that to penetrate into

that country other routs mull be fought. For

this purpofe, he marched through the defile

of Tenda, attacked the Savoyard forces at

Montalbon, forced their barricadoes and nature

itfelf, took fort Dauphine by aflTault, and thus

cut his way into Piedmont. It muft be allowed

that this beginning of the campaign was one of

the mofi; brilliant that had been feen during the

war. The prince of Conti advanced and be-

fieged Coni. The king of Sardinia marched

to meet him, that he might raife the fiege. He

CHAP. X.

was
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was beaten by the prince, but the fwell of the

waters, the vigorous refiftance of the befieged,

and -the want of fubfiftence, obliged the prince

to raife the fiege and retire into Savoy, after

having blown up the fortifications of Demont.

This campaign was more honourable to his

abilities than ufeful to France. Prince Lob-

kowitz, who was then on the full march to

attack the king of Naples, hearing of the fue-

cefs of the prince of Conti, was difcouraged :

he defpaired of fuccefs, retired to Monte-

Rotondo, and from thence to Florence, with

don Carlos and count Gages continually at his

heels. We (hall fupprefs the trifling advan-

tages which the French and Spaniards gained

over the Andrians, that we may come to naval

expeditions.

Early in the fpring, the French and Spanifli

fleets left the road of Toulon, and attacked

the Englifli fleet, commanded by admiral

Matthews, in the Mediterranean, The French

and Spaniards retired after the battle to Car-

thagena, and the Englifh to Port Mahon,

Beyond doubt the adion was undeciflve, liiice

both the fleets retreated. It was neverthelefs

honourable to the Spanifh admiral Navaro, and

to the French commander. The court of

France fent admiral Court into exile, and pu-

F 4 niflied
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nifhed various officers who had ferved on board

the fleet, by which (he tefliiied her difcontent.

The Englifh, on their part, traduced admiral

Matthews before the council of war : the vice-

admiral was imprifoned, and both parties were

equally diffiatisfied with a drawn battle, the

difgrace of which fell on the French and

Englifh, and the reputation ^gained on the

Spaniards.

Thefe naval adions were but the prelude to

the great flrokes which were meditated by the

court of Verfailles, during this campaign. The

principal objed was to oblige the Englifli to

recal home the troops they had in Flanders.

For this purpofe, even before the opening of

the campaign, count Saxe marched ten thou-

land men to Dunkirk, whither the pretender

prince Edward alfo repaired. Preparations for

embarkment were made. England, alarmed,

called for foreign fupport. Six thoufand Dutch

and fix thoufand Englifli, of the troops of lord

Stair, were tranfported into that kingdom. The

Dutch, not having fhips of war, armed mer-

chant veflels, and fent them to their allies to

fulfil their engagements. The king of Great

Britain, ftruck with a panic, claimed the Pruf-

fian contingency. The king of Pruffia replied

he would himfeif head thirty thoufand men, and

pafs
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pafs into England, if her king was attacked.

George thought this fuccour too powerful, and

defifted from his claims. The intention of the

council of Verfailles, concerning that enterprife,

was a political problem for Europe to folve.

Did the French mean to place prince Edward

on the Englifh throne; or was it a lure to en-

feeble the allied army in Flanders? Thefe fim-

ple preparations for a defeent produced every

advantage of a real diverfion, in favour of

France, at the commencement of the campaign.

As far as the reftoration of prince Edward in

England was projeded, the plan owed its origin

to cardinal Tencin. He had received his hat

from the nomination of the pretender, and, to

teftify his gratitude, he attempted, as far as he

had the power, to procure the crown of England

for this pretender’s fon. The expedition failed,

becaufe the winds were contrary ; the common-

place excufe of failors. It is very certain that

the admiral of the fleet, whofe name was Ro-

quefeuille, durft not attempt the paffage of the

Straits, in prefence of a fuperior fleet.

The armies of France had never feen a king

at their head, fince Louis XIV. had ceafed to

appear as their commander. They had been

difeouraged by fome unfortunate campaigns.

It was believed that the prefence of their mafter

6 was
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was the only fpur capable of awakening, in the

troops, the inftindt of honour and fame. A
woman, for the love of her country, undertook

to roufe Louis XV. from the indolent life he

then led, and fend him to command his forces.

She facrificed to France the interefts of her heart

and her fortune. This woman was the dutchefs

de Chateauroux. She fpoke with fo much

energy, exhorted and prefled him fo power-

fully, that the king refolved on a journey to

Flanders. An a6lion fo generous, and even her

roic, merits the more to be inferted in the an-

nals of hiftoryj becaufe fuch royal miftreffes as

had been her predeceffors employed their power

only to the deftrucUon of the kingdom.

Louis XV. opened the campaign in Flan-

ders by the flege of Menin. Little inftru(^led

in his profeflTion, the governor furrendered after

an infignificant refiftance. The French imme-

diately undertook the fiege of Ypres, which

though better defended fuftained the fame fate.

The fuperiority of the French armies confifts in

laying fiege. The French are the bed engi-

neers in Europe, and the numerpus trains of

artillery they employ afcertain the fuccefs of

their attacks. Brabant and Flanders form the

theatre of their exploits; becaufe there they

may difplay all the art of their engineers. Nu-

merous
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merous canals and ftreams facilitate the tranf-

portation of warlike ammunition;, and they have

their frontiers in their rear. They fucceed

much better in a war of fieges than in the open

field.

Let us return to the allies, whom for a mo-

ment we have left. Thp troops that had been

commanded by the king of England, the pre-

ceding year, wintered, as we have faid, in Bra-

bant and Weftphalia. Thofe of prince Charles

of Lorraine had taken up their quarters in Brif-

gau and Bavaria. Marflial de Coigni com-

manded in Alfatia. The poor remains of the

Imperial troops were diftributed among the em-

peror’s friends. The moft part of them how-

ever were in the environs of Oettingen. This

winter the court of Vienna loft marflial Kheven-

huller. The queen of Hungary flied fome tears

in honour of his memory. He was replaced by

marflial Traun, who received the command of

the grand army, which bore the name of the

prince of Lorraine, but of which in effedt Traun

was the chief.

As this prince Charles of Lorraine is to ad: a

great part in the prefent hiftory, we imagine a

word concerning his charader may not be with-

out its utility. He was brave ; beloved by the

foldiers; underftood well the providing of ma-

gazines*
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gazines ; was perhaps too eafy in receiving im-

preffions from his favourites; and, indulging in

the charms of fociety, was faid to drink fome-

times to excefs. He had efi:>oufed the arch-

dutchefs Marianne, younger filler of the queen

of Hungary, at Vienna; and had taken his

bride into Brabant, of which he had been ap-

pointed governor. He afterward returned to

Vienna, there to receive the orders of the court

for the approaching campaign.

The defign of the Auftrians was to recover

L.orraine, and to oblige the emperor to abdi-

cate the Imperial throne, that he might by

this facrince regain his hereditary eftates. Their

army alTembled at Hailbronn, from thence it

advanced toward Philipfbourg, where Secken-

dorff had taken refuge with the remains of the

Bavarian troops. At the news of the approach

of prince Charles, marflial de Coigni reinforced

the Imperialifts, with ail the German regiments

that ferved in his army. Every preparative of

the prince of Lorraine announced his intention

of pairing the Rhine, which pallage had been

facilitated by the treaty which the king of Eng-

land had lately concluded with the elector of

Mayence. The partiality of this prince for the

court of Vienna was too obvious to efcape no-

tice, and the fubfidies he received from England

left
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left no doubt that, notwithfhanding his neii=^

trality, he would grant the troops of the queen

of Hungary a paflage through Mayence, fliould

it be required.

The Auftrians, who, in imagination, antici-

pated their good fortune, could not forbear

letting occafional traits efcape of haughtinefs and

arrogance. They built a bridge at Manheim,

and a(5led defpotically in the Palatinate. The

eledfor, with good reafon, took offence. This

gave occafion to difputes, and ended in a mef-

fage from prince Charles to the eledor, fignify-

ing that, if he did not immediately grant the

bridge of Manheim, it would be carried by

force. In the mean time marflial de Coigni,

whofe intention was to defend the (bores of the

Rhine, from Mayence as far as fort Louis, had

pofted himfelf with his principal forces on the

banks of the Qiieich, whence he advanced toward

Spire, and fent detachments as far as Worms,

and even to Oppenheim. He made this motion

in confequence of having learnt that baron Ba^-

renklau, with a detachment from the arm.y of

the queen of Hungary, had marched to Ger-

merfheim, toward Fribourg. Bcerenklau threw

a bridge over an arm of the Rhine near Stock-

ftadt, that he might millead the French, and

draw them to that quarter. Prince Charles at

the
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the fame time made a motion with his army, as

if it were his intention to pafs the ISI ecker with

his right, and join Bgerenklau. The too cre-

dulous de Coigni fuffered himfelf to be de-

ceived by thefe falfe appearances, and was guilty

of two fucceffive errors; the one in making

SeckendorfF pafs the Rhine, whom he charged

to defend that part of the river which runs be-

tween Spire and Lauterbourg; the other in

wheeling with his army to Worms and Frank-

enthal. It was eafy to imagine that prince

Charles had determined to penetrate into Alfa-

tia, and to employ every ftratagem of war to

fend the marflial as far from that country as

poffible. He ought iikewife to have known

that the bridge of Mayence was in the power of

this prince, in the way of which the French

army could throw no impediment. It appears

that his plan of defence was defective in every

refpedl. His army was divided into corps, that

did not even occupy the true pofts where they

might have difputed the palTage of the Rhine

with the enemy. The well informed have been

of opinion that he ought to have collected the

troops into one body, as well Imperial as

French ; to have encamped between the Queich

and the Spcyerbach; to have lined the banks of

the Rhine with fmall detachments, from fort

Louis
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Louis as far as Philipfbourg; to have made his

cavalry fcour thefe banks, that he might have

been informed in time of the part where the

enemy Ihould make preparations to pafs ; to have

kept his troops ready to march at a moment^s

warning; and without hefitation to have at-

tacked the firfl; Auftrian corps which fhould

have pafled the Rhine with his whole force.

Should prince Charles have made this palfage

at Mayence, it remained for marflial de Coi-

gni to have chofen the polls of the Qiieich or

the Speyerbach, which the prince would not

have dared to attack. Thus might he, by this

pofition, have equally covered Lower Alfiitia

and Lorraine. The marflial, whofe army was

not fo ftrong as that of the enemy, and who

was too much reftridled in his orders, took

very different meafures.

No fooner were prince Charles and Trauii

informed of the falfe fbeps of the French than

they detached Nadafty, on their left, with all

the boats that they had fecretly colleded, to

throw bridges over the Rhine, at a village

called Schreck. Nadafty immediately caufed

two thoufand Pand6urs to pafs the Rhine, in

boats, under the command of the partifan

Trenck. They furprifed and defeated a de-

tachment of three Imperial regiments ; who, by

an unpardonable negligence, had taken no pre-

cautions
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cautions whatever. Nadafty himfelf already

had paffed the Rhine/^ at the head of nine

thoufand huflars; while the troops behind him

were very tranquilly fininiing the conftru6lion

of the bridges.

When this paffage was known, SeckendorfF

with twenty thoufand men joined a body of

French, under the command of young de

Coigni. They flew to fuccour the three Im-

perial regiments, above mentioned, before

prince Waldeck had ftruck his camp at Re-

tingheim to join Nadafty. All the officers of

this army conjured SeckendorfF to attack Na-

dafty, whom he might eafily have driven back

into the Rhine, by which ftroke he would have

deftroyed the plans of prince Charles of Lor-

j aine. SeckendorfFwas obftinate in refufal, and

fatisfied himfelf with a flight fkirmifli with the

tlungarians ; after which, learning that mar-

itial de Coigni had retired to Landau, he

marched, in ail hafte to join him, through

Germerlheim.

On the fecond of July, prince Charles faw

himTclf mafter of the Rhine from Schreck to

Mayence. Nadafty and the prince of Waldeck

were already on the oppofite fliore. Basrenklau

too had paffed the river, near Mayence.

* July ifl:.

Prince
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Prince Charles employed three days in croffing

the bridges with the grand army. Scarcely had

he fet foot on the oppofite fhore before he fent

a detachment to take Lauterbourg, arrd feize

on its lines. Nadafty pufhed forward to Weif*

fenbourg, which he likewife took, and polled

liimfelf in its lines. The Auftrians captured

iixteen hundred men in this expedition. De
Coigni now perceived how important it was

that he (hould gain the Lower Alfatia before

prince Charles, whom he anticipated by re-tak-

ing Weiflenbourg by efcalade, and forcing the

intrenchments, where he met with a vigorous

refiftance. Nadafty, diflodged from this poft,

retreated toward the grand army, which en-

camped near Lauterbourg, and w^hich durft not

fuccour Weiftenbourg, becaufe that it had not

yet been joined by the detachments of Baeren-

klau and Leopold Daun. De Coigni profited

by thefe delays and a fwell of the Rhine, which

impeded the jun6lion of the enemy’s forces: he

pafled the Motter, near Haguenau, and en-

camped at Bifchweiler.

The diftance of marfhal de Coigni infpired

prince Charles with the projed of blockading

fort Louis, which w^as faid to be ill provided.

Nadafty and Basrenklau, in confequence, took

VOL. PART If, G poft.
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poft at Woerd/* at Beinheim, and on the illands

which furround fort Louis. The fwell of the

Rhine faved the place. The garrifon recovered

a communication with Strafbourg, and was

reinforced and vidualled. This plan having

failed, prince Charles fent his light troops

toward the wings of the French army, and into

the wood of Haguenau, which prevented the

latter from fending parties beyond the Motten

Embarralfed by his fituation, marflial de Coigni

fent information of it to his court. Louis XV.

to fave Alfatia refolved himfelf to lead forty

thoufand of his beft troops from his army in

Flanders to the fuccour of de Coigni, who was

ordered to temporize and take particular care

of his forces. This made the marflial deter-

mine to change his meafures and to avoid an

engagement.

Nadafly, reinforced by regular troops, began

to extend his corps toward the heights of

Reichfhofen and W afenbourg, as if he meant

to turn the, French camp by Lichtenberg,

and Buchfweiler; on which de Coigni retired

by Brumat to Strafbourg T. He took pofl: on

the canal of Moiflieim, which he prefently

abandoned to gain the defiles of Pfalzbourg

and St. Marie aux Mines. Thefe movements

July 1 2th.

t 3
^'^'

were
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were to prevent prince Charles, who was at

Brumat and who was throv/ing bridges o\^er

the Motter, from occupying the palTes of the

mountains, through which the army of the king,

coming to join him, was to pafs. On the

fourth of Auguft, the king of France arrived

at Metz, where he waited for the troops from

Flanders; that, at their head, he might fall

on the army of prince Charles, and if poffible

effecEl its deflrudion.

Marfhal Schmettau had been fent by the king

of PrufTia to Louis XV. as well to give an ac-

count of the motions of the French army as to

prefs the king to fulfil his engagements, by

purfuing the troops of the queen of Hungary

into Bavaria, when they fliouid repafs the

Rhine. Schmettau informed the moft chriftian

king that the king of Pruffia would take the

field on the 17th of Auguft, and that he would

employ a hundred thoufand men in the diver-

fion which he was going to make, in favour of

Aifatia. The marftial made every effort to

impart adivity and vigour to the French

ai-mies, and perhaps would have been fuccell-

ful, had not Louis XV. fallen ill at Metz.

His iicknefs began by head aches, which his

phyhcians and furgeons believed were occa-

fioncd by an abfcefs in the brain, and declared

G 2 the
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the difeafe incurable. Immediately was the

king furrounded by confellbrs, priefts, and all

the paraphernalia which the Kmman church

employs, to expedite the dying into the other

world. The bifliop of Soiffons, a filly fanatic,

would not fell his oils and his facraments to

his royal mafter, but on condition that he

would part with the dutchefs of Chateauroux.

This lady was obliged to leave Metz, after

receiving a moft rigorous order never more

to appear in the king’s prefence.

But neither could extreme undlion nor all the

facraments fave the life of the king. A com-

mon furgeon offered his fervices, and affirmed

he would cffed: a cure, provided he had liberty

to ad: as he pleafed. He met with no compe-

titor; and, by the aid of a flrong emetic, he

removed the malady which had only been occa-

fioned by indigeftion. The court phyficians

loft their reputation, hut general affairs did not

fufter the Icfs.

. During the king’s illnefs, the duke de Har-

jraxirt arrived at Pfalzbourg. Nadafty already

had taken Saverne, and endeavoured to pene-

trate through the defiles which the duke occu-

pied, but in vain. Though frequently attacked,

the duke kept his poft till the i6th, when

the fuccour from Flanders drew near to join

The
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the army. Prince Charles had received orders

to retreat, which he was taking meafures to

execute. To profit by this depended only on

marfhal de Noailles; but all was ruined by his

cxcefs of circumfpedion. Schmettau did but

lofe his time and his trouble, in endeavouring

to infpire him with courage. And what rifk had

France to run ? Had marfhal de Noailles been

beaten, the forces of the queen muft flill have

been obliged to quit Alfatia ; and fhould the

French be victorious they muft deftroy the Au^

ftrian army; who, hotly purfued, inflead of rc-

paffing their bridges over the Rhine, muft have

been drowned in the river^

The French and Bavarians then flowly ad-

vanced toward Hochfeld, to which Nadafty

had retreated. Noailles fent three detach-

ments over the Motter, and learnt from

LcEwendahl, who had marched toward Dru-

fenheim, that the Auftrians had abandoned

their canap of Brumat, to regain their bridges

at Beinheim. The count de Belleide was then

fent to SufFelffieim with a corps, and the French

pafTed the Motter and followed the Auftrians.

M. de Belleifle obliged the enemy to quit the

village of Suffelflieim with lofs, and de Noailles

began his march to join Loewendahl. The
farne evening, the French grenadiers attacked

G 3 the
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the village of Achenheim, which was defended

by Auftrian grenadiers and Hungarian troops.

The French carried the village, and trifled their

time in fuperfluous formalities; by which

prince Charles profited to repafs the Rhine,

at Beinheim, over his bridges, which he de-

ftroyed by break of day.

The French highly vaunted of this affair;

but it was mere rhodomontade. The lofs on

either fide did not amount to fix hundred

men; and prince Charles peaceably continued

his march, through Suabia and the Upper

Palatinate, toward Bohemia.

Schmettau, who remained with the king of

France, was in abfolute defpair at the effemi-

nacy of the French. He prefented memorials

to the king; he prefled the miniftry; he wrote

to the marfhalsj but he might fooner have

moved mountains than have awakened this

nation from its lethargy.

The decifive moment in which the French

might have ruined the army of the queen being

paft, Schmettau endeavoured to diffuade the

marfhals from the defign they had taken of lay-

ing fiege to Fribourg; but ffill it was in vain.

All he could obtain was an engagement to fend

fome reinforcements, of German troops, to the

Imperial forces, to aid marfhal Seckcndorrf to

drive
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drive the Auftrians out of Bavaria. The court

promifed that, in the fpring of 1745, the num-

ber of thefe troops fhould be augmented to hxty

thoufand. Thus, from the commencement of

the alliance between Pruffia and France, the

latter failed to fulfil the two principal articles

of their treaty. They fuffered prince Charles

to efcape, unpurfued; and the army they had

engaged to fend into Weflphalia never made

its appearance.

Seckendorff however marched heavily on,

counting his fteps, to approach the Lech ; and

Louis XV. at the head of feventy thoufand

French, laid fiege to Fribourg; which he took

at the end of the campaign, and rafed the forti-

fications.

The advantages of prince Charles, in Alfatia,

induced the king of Pruffia to declare himfelf

fooner than he had intended. It was to be

feared that the afcendancy of the Auftrian forces

would oblige the French to confent to fuch

conditions as the arrogance of their enemies

would have prefcribed ; and, in that cafe, there

could have been no doubt but that the queen

would have employed all her power for the

recovery of Silefia. The political arrange-

ments, however, which the court of Berlin had

projected, were very far at this time from be-

ing realized. Count Beftuchef, who imagined

G 4 himfelf
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himfelf firm in power, after he had driven the

marquis de la Chetardie out of Ruffia, engaged

the emprefs Elizabeth to undertake a voyage

to Mofcow, there to be crowned ; and after-

ward to make a pilgrimage to Kiowie, in

honour of I know not what faint.

The emprefs had her favourites, and Beftu-

chef defired that thefe fhould have their rivals.

A new amour rendered the emprefs invifiblc

at court. This was the triumph of the minifter.

Orders were prefently given that whoever

had any negotiation with Ruffia, inftead of

addreffing themfelves to the emprefs, muft in

future apply to the minifter. This new regu-

lation brought in large fums to count Beftuchef;

and Mardefeld perceived with regret that the

guineas of England began to prevail, with this

minifter, over the crowns of Pruffia. We
muft ever be contented, in all our proje(fts,

with partial fuccefs. The alliance with Ruffia

was not all it might have been wiflied; but,

by vigoroufty pufhing the war, the king might

hope to bring it to a conclufion before Ruffia,

flow in her relolutions, had taken any decifive

meafures, to impede him in the operations of

the campaign.

The following is the general arrangement

for penetrating into Bohemia, and obliging the

queen
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queen to recal her troops out of Alfatia, The

grand Pruffian army was to enter, by three

columns, into Bohemia : that, at the head of

which the king was to be, was to march along

the left fliore of the Elbe, toward Prague.

The fecond, under the conduft of prince

Leopold of Anhalt, was to traverfe Lufatia;

and, keeping the Elbe on the right, arrive at

the fame time at Prague. Thefe columns

covered the artillery and provifions for three

months, which had been embarked on the

Elbe, that they might be fent to Leutmeritz.

Marflial Schwerin, with a third column, was to

leave Silefia by Braunau ; and, in like manner

and in like time, join the remainder of the

army, for the inveftiture of Prague.

Exclufive of this army, the old prince of

Anhalt, with a corps of feventeen thoufand

men, covered the electorate: and twenty-two

thoufand, under the command of Marwitz,

were deftined to defend Upper Sileiia. The
emperor had expedited requilitorial letters, to

the king of Poland eleCtor of Saxony, in which

he demanded a pafTage through his ftates, for

the auxiliary troops which Pruflia was to fend

into Bohemia. Auguftus was then at Warfaw.

Thefe letters were conveyed to his minifters,

who governed Saxony in his abfence, by the

fame



90 POSTHUMOUS WORKS.

fame Winterfeld who had negotiated at Peter!-

burg, and had fo highly diftingiiifhed himfelf

during the firft campaigns. The Saxons flood

petrified at this propofition. They endea-

voured to gain time, but the Pruflians were

already in their territories. In vain did they

protefl, and recriminate, againfl a flep the

principal end of which was to prevent the em-

pire from fulfering the affront of beholding its

emperor oppreffed, and dethroned. Thus,

while they murmured at Drefden, became fu-

rious at Warfaw, faw themfelves outwitted at

London, and were terrified at Vienna, the

king marched immediately toward Pirna, where

he was joined by the regiments of the dutdhy

of Magdebourg, which had taken their rout

through Leipfic.

All Saxony was in motion. The troops afr

fembled in platoons round Drefden, which they

haflily began to Tortify. Artifans were even

employed to make cuts, in the quarter called

the New City. The Saxon miniflers endea-

voured to affume haughtinefs at the very mo-

ment they were in a panic. At fome times

they granted too much ; at others were obftinate

concerning trifles. Had the king defired to

feize on this country, every thing would have

been over in a week. They granted fubfifl-

enpe;
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ence ; they lent boats to pafs the Elbe ; they

fuffered the fleet, loaded with provifions, to

fail through the middle of Drefden; but they

doubled the garrifon, mounted the batteries

with cannon, clofed and barricadoed the g:^|es,

and refufed the Pruflian officers entrance.

This condu6t of the Saxons clearly announced

their ill will. They were fuppofed to be ill

neighbours, capable of profiting by the mif-

fortunes which might happen to the Pruflians

in this war
;
but they were not thought to be

fufffciently rafh to facrifice themfelves, in be-

half of the queen of Hungary ; efpecially when

the corps, which was under the command of

the old prince of Anhalt, ought to hxve in-

fpired them with greater prudence.

A manifello preceded the march of the troops,

which contained in general the motives of tlie

league of Frankfort, formed between the em-

peror, Pruffia, the eledor P^.atine, and the

landgrave of Heife, for the fupport of the fyf-

tem of the liberties of the empire, and its chief.

Letters patent were at the fame time diftributed

through Bohemia; by which the fubjedts of that

kingdom were required not to take part againft

the auxiliary troops of the emperor, whom they

were henceforth to coniider as their lawful fove-

reiga.

The
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The king arrived on the frontiers of Bohemia

on the twenty -third of Auguft. Four regiments

of huflars and four battalions were one day’s

march before the army; in order to collect

neceffary provifions for the troops. The mar-

grave, who commanded the fecond line, en-

tered the camp which the king quitted ; and no

enemy was found to oppofe thefe operations.

The fmall fleet, loaded with the magazines, was

the firft which met with any obftacles in enter-

ing Bohemia. It was obliged to pafs at the foot

of a rock, on which Hands the caftle of Tet-

fchen. The enemy, who occupied this caftle,

rolled huge ftones into the Elbe ; and added a

ftaccado of piles, to render navigation impra61i-

cable. General Bonin was obliged to be de-

tached with fome troops, who attacked and

took prifoner a Hungarian captain, with

feventy men. The river was prefently cleared,

and the navigation rendered free. This inci-

dent retarded the march two days. The army

inclined toward the river Eger. The huflars

furprifed fome troops of the enemy at a fmall

town named Murzifai ; three hundred of whom

they defeated, and took fifty prifoners. From

thefe it was learnt that Bathiani was come, from

Bavaria toward the Beraun, with a corps of

twelve thoufand men; and alfo that he had

throwq
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thrown three thoufand men into Prague, to

which were added a body of militia confifting of

twelve thoufand. The king arrived before

Prague on the fecond of September, with the

various corps that compofed his army. He en-

camped near the chapel of vidory. MarOial

Schwerin and prince Leopold invefled what is

called the grand fide of the city. A week was

neceffary to tranfport the heavy artillery and

provifions, from Leutmeritz to the camp. A
battalion was fent to garrifon this place and

guard the magazines, which could not be for-

warded for want of horfes; for the Muldau,

which falls into the Elbe at Melnick, is not

navigable. This time was employed in mak-

ing every preparative for the fiege.

During this interval, intelligence was ob-

tained, from the fpies, diat Bathiani had col-

leded a large magazine in the town of Beraun

;

and the report was confirmed by the hufiars,

who were fent to reconnoitre the roads to that

town. The king was tempted to feize on this

magazine, for which purpofe he detached gene-

ral Plaake, with five battalions and fix hundred

huffars. Bathiani was informed of the project,

though every poflible precaution had been taken

to keep it fecret. He reinforced the place; and,

when Haake paded the bridge of Beraun and

7 had
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had forced die gate of the town, he perceived

two large bodies of cavalry, that were palling

the river, on his right and his left, to fall on his

two flanks. He immediately abandoned the at-

tack, and polled himfelf on the heights, where

he formed his infantry into a fquare. Having

been hotly attacked, by this cavalry and a large

body of Hungarian infantry, he found means to

inform the camp, at Prague, of the danger with

which he was menaced. The king flew to his

fuccour, with eighty fquadrons and lixteen bat-

talions; but general Haake had bravely re-

pelled the enemy, and freed himfelf before this

aid could come up.

The projedt on Beraun having thus failed,

-

Bathiani haftily tranfported his magazine to

Pilfen. It would no doubt have been right to

have returned to Beraun, driven Bathiani fi‘om

Pilfen, and carried off his magazine. This

would have been the means of preventing the

Aullrian army from profiting by the llorcs which

it had found time to colledl ; and thus would

prince Charles have been obliged to remain in

Upper Aufiria, and the Pruflians have been

empowered to have kept poflefiion of Bohemia.

But the provilions of the army were ill ferved,

and the Pruflians wxre in want of a Mr. de

Secheiles.

The



THE HISTORY OF MY OWN TIMES. 95

The trenches were opened, on the evening of

the’ loth, before Prague, in three different

parts ; that is to fay, at the platform of St.

Laurent : at Bubenitz, oppofite the mill of the

Lower Muldau; and at the hill of Zifka. Count

Truchfes commanded the firft attack; the mar-

grave Charles the fecond; and the third was

committed to marlhal Schwerin. No time was

loft in the firft night. The marflial caufed the

fort of Zilka to be attacked on the morrow, in

open day ; which he carried, after having thrown

bombs into the fort, and taken two fmali re-

doubts, that were behind the firft, and which

the French, who had built them, called fvval-

low’s nefts.

The king, at this time, was at the trench of

Bubenitz, which he left, in company with many

officers, to take a view of the attack of Zifka.

The enemy perceived the crowd, turned their

artillery that way, and a fatal ball carried off

prince William, the brother of the margrave

Charles, and the fame who had fo valiantly

fought at Molwitz for his country’s glory.

Batteries were advanced with all fpeed; info-

much that the curtain, between the baftion

of St. Nicholas and St. Peter, was battered in

breach. On the 1 5th, the batteries of the mar-

grave Charles, by throwing of bombs, fet fire

to1
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to the water-mill, and deftroyed the dams of

the Muldau. The waters became fo low that

they were every where fordable, and the city

was liable to be taken by aflault; there being a

iufficient fpace, on that fide, without Wall or

rampart.

The governor Harfch began to defpair; and

perceiving that, on the morning of the i6th, a

heavy body of grenadiers was filing off, from

the fide of Bubenitz, he forefaw the meditated

afiault, demanded to capitulate, and furren-

dered himfelf and garrifon, which confifted of

twelve thoufand men, prifoners of war. The

fiege only continued fix days, and cofi: the be-

fiegers forty dead and eighty wounded. Tiie

fame day the gates were given up, and the gar-

rifon was led into Silefia ; among the fortrelfes

of which it was diftributed.

The taking of Prague was a brilliant opening

of the campaign. It was highly probable it

would make an impreflion on the Saxons ; that

they would now kfs than ever declare in favour

of the queen of Hungary ; and that they would

not, by dripping their cleftorate of troops, de-

liver themfelves up to the prince of Anhalt, who

might ruin Leipfic, which was the centre of

their commerce, the nerve of the date, and the

fource of their credit. But Engliih gold was

more
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hiore prevalent^ at Drefden, than the interefl of

Saxony.

The Prufllan army now had the choice of two

operations. The one, which the king prefer-

red, was to pafs the Beraun, drive Bathiani out

of Bohemia, feize on Pilfen and the confidsr-^

able magazine vdiich there had been formed

for the army of prince Charles, and to pu(h for-

ward to the defiles of Com and Fort, which, to

the Auftrians, open the road into Bohemia, on

the fide of the Upper Palatinate. True it is

that prince Charles might advance toward Eger,

where the Saxons might join him ; and that, by

marching along its banks, he might follow the

road whiqh marlhal de Belleifie had taken,

in his retreat from Prague. But whence mufi:

fubfiftence have come for this army ? The mar-

gravate of Bareuth was too fterile to' furnifh

provifions. Who alfo mufi; have defended Au-

firia, which Marwitz alone might have con-

quered, not finding any oppofition? This no

doubt was the projed: that ought t6 have been

executed. The emperor, the king of France,

and particularly marflial de Belleifie, infified

that the Prufiians Ihould advance toward Tabor,

Budweis, and Neuhaus; in order to efiablifii

a communication with Bavaria, and make prince

Charles fear for the fafety of Aufiria. Marfiial

YOL. 1. part u. H de
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de Belleifle affirmed that the not having occu-

pied thefe pods, in the year 1741, had been the

caufe of all the misfortunes of the French and

Bavarians. But is that which is good under certain

circumdances equally good under certain others ?

There is no doubt that thefe pods were necef-

fary to the allies^ in 1741, who then were in

podeffion of Bavaria, and even Upper Audria.

But, in 1744, Andrians only were in thefe pro-

vinces. This was befide affording excellent

fpert to the enemy, by obliging the army of

Pruffia to leave its own frontiers, and giving

the Saxons the freedom of joining prince

Charles, or even of making an attempt upon

Prague. The wifed part would have been not

to have marched too far from Prague; to have

amaffed in that capital, as well as in Pardubitz

and other towns, fubfidence for the troops ; and

to have waited the approach of the enemy. On
this occafion, the king difeovered too much

weaknefs, in condefeenhon to his allies; he

paid too great a deference to their opinions;

and, . fearing to be accufed, if he kept his army

refolutely near Prague, of having no other ob-

than that of affuring to himfelf the three

circles, which had been promifed him, he un-

dertook that unfortunate expedition.

Similar faults were committed in the execu-

tion
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rion of this plan. The tranfport of flour, from

Leutmeritz to Prague, was negleded; the ar-

tillery, which had been employed in the fiege,

was not fent back into Silefia ; and only iix bat-

talions were left to garrifon tl\at immenfe city;

the half of which they were infufficient to de-

fend. Afcending on the right of the Muldau>

and leaving Prague in the rear, a hilly and dif-

ficult country is found, equally fterile and ill

peopled. Advancing eleven miles eaftward,

the town of Tabor is difcovered; fituated on a

rock, and built in the fifteenth century by

Zifka, the famous Huflite marauder; who ra-*

vaged, while he fought for, his country. In

thofe diftant times, Tabor was held to be

impregnable; but at prefen t it may be taken by

aflauit. Though its fituation is advantageous,

it is but fmall and has only an old wall for its

defence.

From thence proceeding fouthward, the

Lufchnitze, a fmall river every where fordable,,

is found; but the banks of which are in many

places fleep. Paifing this rock, woods are tra^

verfed for the fpace of three miles; and, at

leaving them, we come to a fruitful plain, on

which, at two miles diflance, Hands Budweis,

This town is fituated on the Muldau, fortified

with works of earth, and an envelope, which

H 2 had
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had been begun on one fide, advancing from

Budweis toward the fouth. Three quarters of a

mile on the oppofite fide of the Muldau is

Frauenberg ; a caftle that Bands on the top of

a hill, become famous by a fix-months liege,

which the French there fuftained. Such was

the country in which the Pruffian army was to

ad.

As the Saxons had not hitherto declared thcm-

felves, the army began its march, on the 17th

of September, for Conraditze. General Nalfau

was detached, with ten battalions and forty

fquadrons, to form the van-guard of the army,

which was itlelf divided into two columns: the

right j
under the command of prince Leopold,

kept befide the Muldau, and was obliged to

make roads for itfelf. The left column, led

by marfhal Schvverin, took the high road from

Prague to Tabor, following the van-guard flep

by ftep. Orders were iffued that thefe columns

fhould not leave a dHlance of more than half a

German mile between their camps. Behind

the left column the chefls of Hour followed,

covered by fifteen hundred men, under the

orders of general Pofadowfky.

Tabor, Budweis and Frauenberg yielded, al*

moft without defence, to general Nalfau. The
ai'my arrived at Tabor on the 26th, where the

columns
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columns reunited; but Pofadowfky brought up

only the half of the chefts, that is to fay flour

for a fortnight. The draught horfes and oxen

had been fo negledled that half of them had

periflied ; although not an enemy had appeared,

during the whole march. This was the prin*

cipal caufe of all the misfortunes that followed.

Scarcely was the army two days march from

Prague before Bathiani fent a detachment, of

fome thoufands of Croats and huffars, to Bcraun

and Kdniglaal. This latter town is lituated at

the confluence of the Beraim and the Muldau,

two miles above Prague. Thefe light troops

fo much infefted the avenues that they inter-

cepted all the quotas, which the flat country

was to have fent in ; and fo efledually cut off

all communication that the Pruflian army was

four weeks without receiving any news, either

from Prague or of what was pafling in the reft

of Europe. Two mails, deftined for the king,

were taken ; fo that he was not only ignorant

of the march of the Saxons but of the part in

which the army of prince Charles at that time

was.

It may appear ftrange that an army, fo ftrong

as the Pruflian, could not hold the flat country

in awe, oblige it to fend the neceffary quotas,

procqre fubflfteiice for it, and maintain fpies in

H 3 abun-
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abundance, who ihould bring information of

the lead motion of the enemy. But it ought to

be known that, in Bohemia, the nobility, priefts

and land-bailiffs, are very loyal to the houfe

of Auftria; that a difference of religion infpires

this people, who are as flupid as they are fuper-

ftitious, with averfion invincible ; and that the

court had commanded the peafants, who all are

ferfs, to Leave their hamlets at the approach of

the Pruffians, hide their corn under ground,

and fly into the neighbouring forefts. To this

was added the promife of repairing every da-

mage they might fuflain, on the part of the

Pruffians.

Thus the army found wilderneffes only, on

its palTage, and deferred villages. No peafant

came to the camp to fell his provifions ; and

the people, who dreaded the rigorous punifli-

ment of the Aufbrians, could not be induced,

by any fum however great, to bring the rcqui-

fite intelligence of what related to the enemy.

Thefe difficulties were further increafed by a

corps of ten thoufand huffars; whom the Au-

fhrians had fent out of Hungary, and who cut

off the communication with the army, in a

country which is compofed of marflies, woods,

rocksj and every fpecies of defile of which any

country is capable. With this fuperiority of

light
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light troops, the enemy had the advantage of

knowing all that palTed in the camp of the king

;

nor durfl: the Prnffians fuffer their flying parties

to venture out, at lead; not without giving them

up for loft, becaufe of the fuperiority of thofe

of the enemy : fo that the troops of the king,

intrenched like Romans, were confined within

the precinds of their camp.

The want of fubfiftence, added to this re-

flraint of fituation, obliged the Pruftians to re-

turn. The advice of marfhal Schwerin was to

proceed to Neuhaus, that the fear of the enemy

might be increafed, with refped to Auftria.

Prince Leopold maintained it would be beft to

march toward Budweis, which was occupied by

general Naffau. Amid thefe differences, a fpy

brought information tliat the army of prince

Charles was at Protiwin. This intelligence v/as

decifive, concerning the part that was to be

taken. The army repaffed the Muldau, and

encamped on the heights of Wodnian, where

it fcarcely was arrived before this advice was

found to be falfe. A mifunderftanding in con-

fequence enfued, between marlhal Schwerin

and prince Leopold; and the king was often

obliged to interpofe, authoritatively, to prevent

the envy of thefe two marfliais from injuring the

public good.

H4 Lieu-
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Lieutenant-colonel Janus, of the Thiery hiif-

fars, had been detached to prefs the delivery of

the quotas, from the inhabitants, which were

to be fent to Tabor; and the neceffiry was the

more immediate becaufe that the flour for the

army was almoft finilhed. Janus marched,

with two hundred hiiflars, to a village named

Muhlhaufcn, fituated on the banks of the Miil-

dau. Tiie enemy was informed of this, and a

confiderable corps of hulTars fell on the P ruffian.

He was brave, and loft his life rather than fuffer

the difgrace of having been beaten. His de-

tachment was difperfed, Nadafty conftrudted

bridges, at this very place, and immediately

advanced to attack Tabor. But prince Henry,

the king’s brother, who had fallen ill there, and

colonel Kalnein the governor taught him to

know that a town, defended by Pruffians, was

not to be taken by light horfp.

It was now that information was obtained

that prince Charles occupied a ftrong camp be-

hind the Wotawa, two miles from Pifek; that

the Saxons had joined him, and that his inten-

tion was to ctit off the Pruffians from the Safawa,

confequently from Prague, by paffing the Mui-

dau in the rear of the army. The want of fub-

fidence, the impediments which Nadafty threw

in the way of obtaining any, and the poffibility

that
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that the Auflrians might make this motion, de-

termined the Pruffians to approach Tabor.

They palTed the Muldau, over the bridge of

Teyn, on the 8th of Odober, The rear-guard

was hotly haraffed by the pandours and buffers,

upon which they did not make the impreffion

they expeded. The brave colonel Rouch of

the huffars took a battalion of Dalmatians, that

had beeh too adventurous, and rejoined the

army, triumphant over a corps, very fuperior

to his own, by which he had been attacked.

The army again encamped at Tabor, that ge-

neral du Moulin, who had been detached to

Neuhaus, might have time to come up. The
Auflrians were lu certain of cutting offthePruf-

fian army, from Prague, that, by their orders,

magazines had been amaffed for them at Benef-

chau, and even in the circle of Chrudim.

The king repented too late of not having

better garrifoned the city of Prague. The pro-

jed of taking winter quarters, between Tabor,

Neuhaus, Budweis and Frauenberg, was ill con-

ceived. From thence to Prague there was no

town which had fo much as walls, and, confe-

quently, by means of which a communication

might be eflablilhed with the capital. The
Muldau was every where fordable, and covered

with impenetrable forefts on its left, in which

light



lo6 POSTHUMOUS WORKS.

•Ijght troops might take poft, to Iiarafs the

Pruffian quarters incefTantly. Had not provi-

iions however failed, the king might have

maintained himfelf between the Safawa and

the Lufchnitze; but the want of thefe is the

‘flrongeft of arguments in war; and, the danger

of lofing Prague being added, the Pruffian army

was obliged to take a retrograde motion.

It was fhill undetermined whether the polls

of Tabor and Budweis were or were not to be

abandoned. When the army totally departed,

it was no doubt to be feared that the enemy

would force thefe towns; and, on the other

hand, it was to be confidered that three hundred

fick or wounded had been obliged to be left at

Tabor, for want of baggage waggons. To
forfake thefe brave men was painful. It was

therefore determined to leave a garrifon in each

place, and it was hoped that, if the army (liould

come to adion with the Auftrians, which ap-

peared probable after their junction with the

Saxons, the beaten enemy would find thefe

polls in their road, and would be obliged to

fall back toward Pilfen. This was entirely

falfe reafoning; for, in urgent cafes, it is bet-

ter to lofe three hundred fick than to hazard

fome thoufands of men in towns where they are

incapable of defence. If, on the contrary, it
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was propofed to give battle, the army ought to

be in full force, the better to afcertain vidory;

and two fuch miferable forts could not prevent

prince Charles from retreating, in what manner

he Ihould pleafe. But, it was urged, mardial

SeckendorfF was already in Bavaria: he had

driven Bterenklau back into Auftria, and had

cleared the eledorate of the enemy, Ingold-

ftadt, Braunau, and Straubingen excepted. Be

it fo; but the fuccefs of the Imperialifts ought

not to prevent the Prufiians from acting pru-

dently: nor were thefe advantages fufficiently

great, for faults to be committed with impunity.

In this htuation, the pod of Benefchau was

become of the laft importance. It was necelTary

to occupy it before prince Charles, becaufe it

could not be attacked ; and, if in the hands of

the enemy, it might decide the fate of the

army. The foie remaining refource would

have been to pafs the Safawa, at Rattay, in

order to procure provifions from Pardubitz.

To this effed, marflial Schwerin put himfelf

at the head of fifteen thoufand men, and took

not only the camp of Benefchau but feizcd alfo

on confiderable magazines, which had there

been amalTed for the Auftrians, The king

joined him on the 14th of Odober. The van-

guard of the enemy was at that time on its

march
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march for this place. The army remained

eight days between Benefchau and Konopitz;

and there the difagreeable news was brought,

which well might be expedled, that a detach-

ment of ten thoufand Hungarians had made
the regiment of Creutz prifoners, at Budweis,

and that of the pioneers, at Tabor. Thus

three thoufand able men were loft, to fave

three hundred fick. The king, who repented

of having as it may be faid abandoned thefe

regiments, fent eight different orders to general

Creutz, who commanded at Budweis, to eva-

cuate the town and follow the army; but he

received not one of them. Budweis furren-

dered, after having confumed fuch ftores as

the prefent circumilances allowed to be left.

Tabor was taken, after the trenches were

opened, by a breach which the enemy had

made in the wall. The firft of thefe towns

luftained a fiege of eight days; Tabor one of

four; and Frauenberg capitulated becaufe the

Auftrians had cut off the foie canal by which the

garrifon could obtain water.

As it was to be feared the army would

want provifions, Winterfeld was detached, with

fome battalions and a regiment of huffars, to

maintain a communication with the magazine

of Leutmeritz. But the van- guard of prince

Charles,
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Charles, of which we have fpoken, perceiving

that the PrufTians had anticipated their projed

on Benefchau, retreated toward Neweclow,

and from thence to Marfchowitz, wl'bere it was

joined by the combined army of the Auftrians

and Saxons. The king heard this intelligence

with pleafure, hoping the moment of reveng-

ing the affronts he had received at Tabor and

Biidweis was come. With this view, on tlie

24th of Odober in the afternoon, the army be-

gan its march, in eight columns, to attack the

enemy. After having paffed roads which never

before were trodden by foldiers, toward the de-

cline of day he arrived on a height, which was not

more than a quarter of a mile from the Auftrian

army. Here the P ruffians formed, and paffed

the night. On the morrow, at day-break, the

king and his principal officers went to recon-

noitre the enemy, and found the Auftrians

had changed their camp, and had taken poll

oppofite the right flank of the P ruffians, on a

fteep height, at the foot of which, over marfliy

ground, ran a muddy ftream. This wholly

Separated the two armies : the Auftrians were

not to be attacked on this fide. Some bat-

talions of grenadiers were placed in an opening

through whicli the right of the enemy might be

feen, which was found to be as advantageoufly

fltuated
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fituated as its left. The impoffibilky of fuccefs,

in fuch an attack, oceafioned the dcfign to be

abandoned; and it was determined to return to

the camp, at Benefchau.

The grenadiers, who were employed to recon-

noitre the. enemy, conflituted the rear- guard.

The Auftrians, who expeded an attack, did

not perceive the retreat of their enemies ; whofe

motions were concealed by a mountain. There

only happened a flight fkirmifli with the rear-

guard, and the P ruffians peaceably recovered

their pofi: at Benefchau. It is not aftonifhing

that an enemy, in which are a hundred and

fifty fquadrons, remaining above eight days

in the fame camp, fhould at length want forage;

efpecially in a mountainous and woody country,

in which it was impoffible to oblige the fiat

country to bring in fubfiflence. This con-

ftrained the king to choofe another camp, that

he might obtain forage and at the fame time

approach his ovens.

The army therefore decamped on the mor-

row, pafled the Safawa at Borfchitz, and took

poll at Pyfcheli. General Naffau w^as at the

fame time detached, with ten battalions and

thirty fquadrons, to diflodge a corps of the

enemy, confiding of ten thoufand Hungarians,

regulars and irregulars, from Kamerbourg.

7 Naffau
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Nafiau attacked the enemy on an advantageous

height which he occupied. Some difcharges

from the artillery threw the foe into confufion,

who abandoned the poll to repafs the Safawa

at Rattay. Naffau kept pace with the An-

ftrians, and, perceiving they wiQied to gain

Kolin before him, prevented them and feized

on this poll himfelf. No one had received

any news of this general after the fkirmiili of

Kamerbourg; nor could he for his part fend

any, fo greatly did the light troops of Aufliria

outnumber thofe of Pruffia. The former were

in an enclofed country, where they were fa-

voured and informed of all that paffed, while

the PrulTians could obtain no intelligence.

The Auilrians were on all fdes active, to

procure this fuperiority over the Pruffians.

They thought to have furprifed colonel Zimer-

nau, at Pardubitz, with his regiment, who,

in their fort, had the guard of the magazine.

Fifteen hundred grenadiers and fix hundred

huflars came from Moravia, difguifed them-

felves like peafants, and, under pretence of

bringing their waggons to the magazine,

endeavoured to introduce themleives into the

place. The plot was difcovered by an Au-

Rrian, who imprudently difcharged his piftoi.

The guards of the gates and raveiines lired on

this



il2 POSTHUMOirS WORKS.

this corps, and killed fixty men. The defenC<^

was very honourable to the vigilance of Zimer^

nau ; and the enemy had the regret of having

loil their foldiers to no purpofe.

Soon after the king encamped at Pyfcheli.

Prince Charles alfo came and encamped at

Bcnefchau. The country was at his devotion:

the circles brought him provilions, and he found

means of fubfiflence fome days longer, at a

place where the P ruffians mufi: have perilhed

with hunger, had they there remained. He
afterward inclined to Kamerbourg, where he

paffed the Safawa, dire(5fing his march toward

Janowitz, keeping the marflies on his back.

The defign of the prince, or rather of old mar-

fhal Traun, was to oblige the king to choofe

between Silefia and Bohemia. Should he re-

main at Prague, the enemy would cut off his

communication with Silefia; and, if he with-

drew to Pardubitz, Prague and Bohemia were

loft. This was an excellent projed, worthy

of admiration, to which marftial Traun added

the fage precaution of choofing camps that were

not to be attacked, that he might not be obliged

to fight. Had the king been able to attack

the enemy at the moment he fliould decamp,

he would either have brought on a battle or

have gained the poft of Kutfenberg from him,

4 by



TKE HISTORY OF MY OWN TIMES.

by which all his defigns would have been

fruftrated. The want of bread, a reafon fo

often ahigned in the narrative of this campaign,

prevented his majefly from thus adlng.

fdowever, that he might do every thing in

his power, the king advanced on the morrow,

with one wing of the array. Prince Leopold

was to follow with the bread which was expeded

from Prague. It was the will of good fortune

that the king fliould find, at Kofteletz where

he encamped, bread, wine, and viands fuf-

ficient for three days, which were intended for

the enemy. Thefe he diftributed among his

troops. His intention was to have gained

Janowitz on the morrow, but he was deceived

by fpies, who alTured him that prince Charles

was there already. The army therefore turned

to the left, and encamped at Kaurzim, a mile

from the Elbe. It was then only that informa-

tion was brought that general NafTau was at

Kolin, and that a convoy of bread was incef-

fantly expeded from Leutmeritz, for the army.

To facilitate this tranfport, grenadiers were

pofted at Brandeis and Nienburg.

Prince Leopold, on the morrow, rejoined

the army; and the day after it marched to

Planiany. It was the enemy’s defign to have

come thither, for which reafon fubfiflence was

I thereVOL. I. PART II.
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there abundantly found. The right wing of

the Pruflians was at the convent of Zafmucky,

a quarter of a mile diftant from the left of the

Auftrians. The two armies were feparated by

marfhes and woods. Every thing however was

to be feared for Pardubitz, to which the Au-

ftrians were half a march nearer than the Pruf-

fians. Eight battalions and ten fquadrons were

fent thither, under du Moulin who paffed

through Kolin, and covered Pardubitz and the

magazines. The principal point therefore was

to gain Kuttenberg, and no time muft be loft

if the enemy was to be outmarched. Although

the tr^oops were fatigued by three fuccefiivc-

marches, it was refolved by an effort to arrive

at Kuttenberg on the morrow, or to force

prince Charles to a battle. But neither of

thefe things came to pafs. A thick fog, which

continued from fix in the morning till noon,

occafioned half the day to be loft; and no

diligence, in the part that remained, could

bring the army further than Grofs-Gubel, where

the tents were erected. The army had the

town of Kolin and the Elbe in the rear, at the

diftance of half a mile; its two wings were fup-

ported by villages; a fiuall plain was in front,

bound by a tufted wood, where prince Charles

encamped. The prince profited by his ad-

vanced
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Vanced pofition, and at night fent a large

detachment to occupy the height of St. John

the baptift, which is very fteep, and which

overlooks all the environs.

The king wiflied for a battle before he had

confumed his magazines. This was to his

intereft but not to the intereft of the Auftrians;

and it was therefore by them very careful^'y

avoided.

While prince Charles and Traun eflabliflied

themfelves on the fummits of rocks, Nadafly

came, and placed himfelf on the right of the

Pruflians, with fix thoufand Hungarians. Guilan,

with an equal force, threw himfelf into the

wood, which bounds the front of the plain.

Trenck and Moratz polled themfelves with

their light troops on the left, to coop up the

army in its camp, and prevent all foraging. It

may perhaps appear fcange that the Pruflians

made no attempts to diflodge thefe detachments

from their neighbourhood; but they had defiles

in their van, and could only arrive at the enemy

with difadvantage. The bad nourifliment of

the troops, and the mifery and fatigues they

had undergone, occafioned a great number of

lick; there were not above a hundred men per

regiment free from the dyfentery. The officers

were no better. The camp forage was con-

I 2 funded ;
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liimcd; fubliflence was only to be had froiTi

the other fide of the Elbe. The feafon daily

became more fevere. All thefe reafons obliged

the repaffing of the Elbe, at Kolin, and the

cantonment of the troops, for the prefervation

and recovery of the fick.

The army decamped on the 9th of Novem-

ber, and retreated in' fuch good order that,

even iTioiild prince Charles attempt a battle,

the Pruffians would have had the advantage of

ground. Ten battalions garrifoned the town of

Kolin, pofted behind walls which formed a

natural entrenchment. Batteries were placed on

the eminences moft near to the town, whence

they overlooked the whole ground. Kolin and

Pardubitz then became polls of importance,

becaufe they afcertained the communication

with Silefia as well as with Prague. Between

thefe two head pofts others were eftablifhed.

Befide the river and behind it the troops were

cantoned. Scarcely had the Pruffians paffied

the Elbe before the pandours attacked Kolin;

but they met with fuch an ill reception that they

had no defire to return. The night of the 1 2th

the queen's grenadiers, with all the Hungarian

troops, made a new attempt, and were every

where vigoroufly repulfed. They had three

hundred foldiers killed. The famous marauder

Trenck was wounded here.

Prince
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Prince Charles thought the campaign ended,

and wiflied to give repofe to the troops^ who

lb well had merited reft, by the fatigues they

had undergone in Alfatia and Bohemia. The

court of Vienna thought differently, and gave

cxprefs orders to the prince to continue his

operations. The king flattered himfelf that

the enemy would take quarters between the

Elbe and the Safawa; defigning to fall upon

them from Pardubitz and Kolin, and to clear

the circles of Czaflau and Chrudim of Auftrians.

He had taken up his quarters at Turnow near

Pardubitz. Thofe of prince Leopold were not

far diftant from Kolin. At this time the enemy

made movements that feemed to denote they

had fome defign on Pardubitz, which induced

the prince to approach the place with his quar-

ters on the left.

In the mean time, letters from Vienna were

intercepted, which announced a grand defign,

that was to be executed on the i8th of Novem-

ber. General Einfiedel, who commanded at

Prague, fent word that the enemy was making

ladders in all the neighbouring villages: and

general Naflau gave intelligence that he ex-

peded to be attacked, at Kolin, in a few days.

The left wing of the army was at Pardubitz

;

for which nothing was to be feared.

13 From
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From mile to mile, befide the Elbe, thero

were polls of infantry ; and forty fquadrons of

huffars were diflributed between them, to

patrol and watch the fmallefl motions of the

troops of the queen. By thefe precautions, the

king muft neceflarily be informed in time,

fhould the enemy attempt the paffage of the

Elbe. Properly fpeaking, therefore, there was

nothing to apprehend, but for the city of

Prague. The king fent Rottembourg thither,

with his dragoons and three battalions, to

reinforce the garrifon. The i8th, that critical

•day, at length arrived, and produced nothing,

on the part of the enemy, but numerous marches

and counter-marches. The 19th feemed to be

more decifive: difeharges of heavy artillery,

and a warm firing of infantry, were heard, by

five o’clock in the morning. The king fent

on every fide to know whence it proceeded.

All were of opinion that it was fome new at-

tempt on Kolin. The firing they heard was on

the right of the army ; and, as general Naflau

had expe6led prince Charles would make fome

attack on his poll, and as no other intelligence

had been received, faith was too eafily given to

thefe fuppolitions. This incertitude continued

till noon, when an officer of huffars brought

intelligence to the king that the troops of the

7 queen.
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queen, during the night, had made bridges

near Solnitz; that the negligence of the pat-

roles had been the caufe that this was not

perceived till break of day; that lieutenant-

colonel Wedel, whofe battalion was the neared,

had marched thither ; that, notwithdanding the

fire of fifty cannon, he had three times repelled

the Audrian grenadiers ; that he had difputed

the padage with prince Charles for five hours

;

that the hudars, whom he had fent to the army

to bring the news of his dtuation, had been

killed on the road by the Ulans, who had

fecreted themfelves in the neighbouring woods

;

and that, for wiint of being fuccoured, he had

retired in good order, through the fored of

Wifchenjowitz, to rejoin the army.

This padage of the Elbe was unfortunate.

Whether it proceeded from the negligence of

the hudars or not, it decided the fate of the

campaign. To wade time in complaining of

ill fortune would be to no purpofe : the fird

care was to remedy the evil, as far as circum-

dances would permit. The army received

immediate orders to ademble at Wifchenjowitz,

which was the centre of its cantonments. Only

three battalions were left at Pardubitz, under

the command of colonel Retzau. The army

was at the rendezvous at. nine in the evening,

I 4 and
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and drawn up in order ; except the corps of

ISI aflau, which was at Kolin, and two detached

battalions, the one at Brandeis, and the other

at Nienburg. The battalion of Wedel loft

two officers and an hundred men, killed and

wounded, at the action of Solnitz, which will

remain for ever memorable in the annals of

Pruffia. It gained Wedel the furname of

Leonidas. Prince Charles, furprifed that a

fingle Pruffian battalion had for five hours dif-

puted the paffage of the Elbe, faid, to the

officers who accompanied him— The queen

would be happy indeed, had (he officers ia

‘‘ her army equal to this hero
!”

The critical fituation of affairs induced the

king to affemble the chief among his officers,

and to deliberate on the part that ought to be

taken. Two principal objefts were to be con-

fidered : whether it were beft to march to

Prague, to maintain a footing in Bohemia, or

to evacuate Prague, and that kingdom, and re-

tire into Silefia. Inconveniences attended each

fide of the queftion. Prince Leopold was of

opinion it were beft to march to Prague; fince

there ftill was a quantity of flour at Leutmeritz,

and becaufe that, if Prague were abandoned,

the heavy artillery muft be fo likewife, for the

roads would not permit its retreat; exclufive of

the
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the rilk which the retiring garrifon would run,

having at leafl: thirty miles to march before it

could regain, through Leutmeritz and Lufatia,

the frontiers of Sileha. The king’s opinion was

that it were better to march for Silefia : becaufe,

that was the moft certain ftep. The projed

of keeping Prague gave the enemy an oppor-

tunity of catting off all communication between

the army and Silefia. The Saxons might have

done the fame, on their frontiers; fo that the

army >vould have been ruined, before the fpring,

for the want of provilions, recruits, arms, am-

munition, and horfes to remount the cavalry.

Befide, all communication being flopped, how
might money arrive to pay the troops, purchafe

rnagazines. See ? How could general Marwitz,

with twenty-two thoufand men, cover the two

Silefias, againft the army of the prince of Lor-

raine ?

Thefe reafons were decifive for returning into

Silffia; where the army might find every re-

fource, of which it flood in need, for its re-

eflablifhment; where the forts were full of ma-

gazines, and the country abounded in fubfifl-

ence; where the communication with Brand en-

bourg might be regained ; and, in fine, where

neither money, horfes, nor refources, could b®

wanting. And, to view things in their true

lights
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light, the king incurred no other lofs, by re-

treating out of Bohemia, than that of his heavy

artillery. The generals were all of this opinion.

This refolution, which had been fuddenly

taken, muft as fuddenly 'be executed. The

king fent a confidential and capable man, whofc

name was Bulow, his aid du camp, to give or-

ders to all the detached corps, as well as to the

garrifon of Prague, to evacuate Bohemia. Ge-

neral NafTau was inft'ructed to take the road

to Chlumetz, or to Nechanitz, to rejoin the

army; while the king would make fuch mo-

tions, in the prefence of prince Charles, as

befl: might facilitate this jundion. Bulow

was fortunate enough to pafs fafe through de-

tachments of the enemy's hulTars, and to carry

the orders to thofe to whom they were addreffed.

This mode of afting became the more neceflary

becaufe that the garrifon of Prague had only

fubfiftence for fix weeks ; and it would have

been taken by famine, had it remained beyond

that period.

On the 2 0th of November the king ap-

proached 'Chlumetz, in order to fecond the

motions of NafTau ; in which pofh he remained,

to give this detachment time to gain Bitfehow

and Nechanitz. On the 2 2d the army came,

between Pardubitz and Konigfgrtetz, to the

village of Wokitz, which covered the defile of

Nechanitz.
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Nechanitz. The Tick and the baggage were

fent before, under a good convoy, toward

Silefia, in order to lighten the march of the

troops. Pardubitz was evacuated by Retzau.

On the 24th, the cavalry marched to meet ge-

neral Naflau, and efcorted him to the army.

The infantry was made to file off through

Kdnigfgr^tz, that it .might canton in the vil-

lages which lie on the other fide the Elbe.

They remained in this pofition on the 25th and

26th.

On the 27th, the army divided into three

columns; one of which took the road of the

county of Glatz ; the fecond, led by the king,

paired through the defiles of Braunau ; and the

third, under the condud; of du Moulin, marched

along the road of Trautenau, to Schatzlar.

The firft column was not difturbed in its march.

The brigade of Truchfes, which compofed the

rear-guard of the fecond column, was attacked,

as it paffed the rivulet Metau, near the village

of Plefs. Truchfes idly amufed himfelf with

Ikirmifhing with the pandours, and had forty

men killed and wounded. An incident that

here happened will charaderife the Hungarian

foldier. During the fkirmifh, fome pigs were

heard fqueaking in the village of Plefs. This

was the fignal of a truce : the pandours left th©

PrufhafiP,
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Priiffians, and ran to the village, to kill ani-

mals which they were fonder of eating than they

were of fighting. Hiftory certainly affords few

examples of fkirmifhes, fo hot, which have had

fo burlefque a conclufion.

, The column of du Moulin was attacked at

the village of Elfe; but with fo little vigour

that it merits no confideration.

, The column of the king arrived at Tann-

haufen on the 4th of December; where,, almoft

at the fame time, the old prince of Anhalt ar-

rived. Prince Leopold v/as attacked by a dif-

eafe which put his life in danger. Marflial

Schwerin was out of temper, and had left the

army before the return into Silefia. The king

was obliged to go to Berlin, in order to make

the neceffary arrangements for the approaching

campaign ; and, at the fame time, to pave the

way for fome negotiations, which might be

purfued with greater eagernefs, flrould circum-

flances fo require.

The following is what happened to the other

corps, in their retreat. Winterfeld fortunately

brought his detachment to Leutmeritz, in Si-

lefia: he was haraffed on his march, but the

good difpofitions he made held the Hungarians

pi refped:.

The garrifon of Prague did not literally fol-

3 low
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low the orders it had received. Einfiedel ought

to have blown up the works of Wifcherad and

St. Laurent; to have burft the heavy artillery

and burnt the carriages; to have thrown- the

fufees, belonging to the garrifon of the queen,

into the water. But he falfely fuppofed that

this order would be revoked; and fufpended

the execution of it till the moment of his de-

parture, when it was too late. When he per-

ceived the time of quitting the city approached,

he colle6ted all the horfes he could find, to

bring with him the forty-two Andrian field

pieces, indead of the heavy artillery he was

obliged to abandon. The garrifon left Prague

on the 26th of November. Einfiedel had fo ill

taken his precautions that, while his troops were

filing through the gate St. Charles, four hun-

dred pandours were introduced into the city,

on the oppofite fide. Thefe Hungarians at-

tacked the rear-guard. Count Rottembourg,

who commanded there, played fome cannon

loaded with cafe-fhot on them, which kept them

in awe. The garrifon arrived at Leutmeritz

on the 30th, where it remained fome days ,to

procure bread and provilions. When Einfiedel

arrived at Leipe, he learnt that the Saxons

ineant to difpute his palfage into Silefia; for

prince Charles liad only followed the king as far
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as Nachod, after which he had taken the road

to Moravia, and the Saxons that of the circles

of Buntzlau and Leutmeritz. He had fome

Ikirmifhes on the way with the enemy’s light

troops, but of little importance. Arriving at

Hochwald, a fmall town two miles diftant from

Friedland, and three from the frontiers of SileBa,

he perceived a large corps, and heard from

fome fugitives and fpies that this was a Saxon

corps, under the command of count Saxe, re-^

inforced by two thoufand Auftrian grenadiers.

Einfiedel, who had never been in a limilar htu-

ation, loft all firmnefs; he remained long un-,

determined, whether he ftiould attack the Saxons,

who were intrenched behind heaped-up fnow,

or whether he fhould traverfe Lufatia to gain

Silefia. The enemy had fo encumbered the

road to Friedland, with rubbifti, that it was

become impradicable in this feafon.

Count Rottembourg, perceiving that the in-

certitude of Einfiedel would fulfer the troops to

perilh with cold and hunger, caufed the roads

of Lufatia to be reconnoitred, and determined

to attack count Saxe; taking all confequences

upon himfelf. A captain named Cottwitz, by

birth a Saxon, deferted during night, and in-

formed count Saxe of the deligns of Rottem-

bourg. The latter, feeing himfelf betrayed,

profited
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profited by treachery itfelf. Early next morn-

ing, he began his march, and entered Lufatia.

The Saxons were wholly occupied concerning

their defence; and they received information

at the fame time that a large body of Prufiians,

under general Naflau, was marching through

Silefia, to fall upon them in the rear. They

were fo amufed by this intelligence that the gar-

rifon of Prague fortunately efcaped. As Rottem-

bourg continued his march, one colonel Vitz-

thum, who commanded on the frontiers of Lu-

fatia, wifiied to oppofe him on his paifage;

but when he perceived the number of the Pruf-

fians, whom he had to encounter, he defiiled.

The Saxon general Arnheim, under whofe or-

ders he was, fent another officer to intercept

the march of the Pruffians ; but Rottembourg,

overwhelming him with civilities, purfued his

route, and arrived the 13 th of December on

the frontiers of Silefia, where thefo troops were

employed to form a chain of quarters, extend-

ing from Lufatia to the county of Glatz.

Such was the end of a campaign the prepa-

ratives for which befpoke the mofl: fortunate

fuccefs. This grand armament, which was to

fwallow up Bohemia, and even inundate Au-

ftria, had the fate of the famous armada, pro-

nounced
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noimced invincible, which Philip II, of Spain

fent to conquer England.

It mufl be allowed that it is more difficult to

make war in Bohemia than in any other country.

This kingdom is furrounded by a chain of

mountains, which render invafion and retreat

alike dangerous. The city of Prague, when

taken, muft have an army for a garrifon ; which

too much enfeebles the main body that is to ad
againft; the enemy. Magazines can only be

colleded there in winter, when the rigour of

the feafon obliges the inhabitants to remain in

their villages. Some fertile diftrids may fupply

-fubfiftence for grand armies
:

grafs and hay will

not there be wanting; but other mountainous and

woody circles are too barren, for an army to

remain in them long. Befide that Bohemia con-

tains no tenable fortrefs ; and, if the Anftrians

wifli to chafe the enemy from this kingdom

without coming to battle, they have it in their

power to ftarve him, by cutting off all com-

munication. The chain of mountains, which

furround Bohemia, fupply every thing that an

intelligent officer can defire, from defiles and

polls, proper to intercept convoys. Only one

method can be taken to conquer this kingdom.

No general committed more faults than did

the
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the king, during this campaign. The firft, cer«-

minly, was that o( not providing magazines,

hifficient to maintain his army fix months in Bo-

hemia, It is well known that, to raife the great

fuperftrudlure of an army, it muft be remem-

bered the belly is the foundation. But this was

not all. He entered Saxony, although he knew

that the Saxons had acceded to the treaty of

Worms; therefore, he either fhould have

obliged them to change fides or have crulhed

them before he had fet foot in Bohemia. He
laid fiege to Prague, and fent a feeble detach-

ment to Beraun againfl; Bathiani. Had not the

troops enabled prodigies of valour, they mud
have been loft. Prague being taken, good

policy certainly required he fhould immediately

march, with the half of his army, againft Ba-

ihiani ; ruin him before the arrival of prince

Charles, and take the magazine of Pilfen ; the

lofs of which would have prevented the return

of the Auftrians into Bohen^iia. They would

have been obliged again to amafs fubfiftence,

which requires time; fo that, to them, the

campaign would have been loft. If fufficient

zeal were not fhewn in fuppljing the Pruffian

magazines, the fault muft not be imputed to

the king, but to the contradors, who received

tlie money and left the magazines empty.

VOL, I. PART II. K But
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But how might the king have the weaknefs

to adopt marfhal de Belleifle’s project for the

t:ampaign, which led him to Tabor and Bud-

weis, when he himfelf allowed that this proje6l

was neither conformable to prefent circum-

fiances, his own interefl, nor the laws of war?

It is erroneous to carry condefeenfion too far.

The commiflion of this error drew on numerous

others. Was he juflified in putting his army

into cantonments, when the enemy was en-

camped within a march of his quarters ? The

advantage of the campaign was wholly for the

Auftrians. Marfhal Traun adled the part of

Sertorius, and the king that of Pompey. The

condu6l of the marfhal is a perfect model, which

every general who delights in his profeflion

ought to fludy, and if he has the abilities to

imitate. The king himfelf owned that he re-

garded that campaign as his fchool in the art of

war,;/and Traun as his preceptor. Good for-

tune is often more fatal to princes than adver-

fity: during the former they are intoxicated

with prefumption, the fccond renders them cir-

ciimfped and modefl.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XL

^he Jujirians invade Upper Silejia and the County

of Glatzi are repelled by the Prince of Anhalt

and General Lehwald, Negotiations in France^

Death of Charles VIL Intrigues of the French

in Saxony, Other Negotiations with the French^

Negotiations for Peace with the Englijh, Im^

pediments to the Peace^ and the "Treaty of War^

faw. Preparations for the Campaign, Depar->

ture of the King for Silefta, The young Elellor

of Bavaria concludes the Peace of Fujfen^ with

Auftriay in 1745.

1745.0 CARCELY had the king quitted the

O army before the Auftrians attempted

to profit by what they called the panic of the

Pruffians. They entered the Upper Silefia and

the county of Glatz. Marwitz> whofe corps

was cantoned in the environs of Troppau, re-

tired, before the enemy’s approach, to Ratibor,

where he died. Prince Thierry led this corps,

through Coflel and Brieg, to join the army in

the neighbourhood of Neifs. General Lehwald,

who commanded in the county of Glatz, in like

manner retired toward the capital, before the

enemy came up, Thcfe retreats wer©' made

K z witiv^
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without lofs; becaufe, being made timely, thc-

Auftrians had no opportunity of profiting by

them. The king then faw himfelf obliged to

return into Silefia; that, in concert with the

old prince of Anhalt, he might take meafures

capable of deranging the projeds of princd'

Charles of Lorraine.

The prince of Anhalt colleded a large body,

near Neifs. On the 7
th of January*, he pafTed

the river and marched immediately to the ene-

my. His troops diurnally affembled at break

of day ; and, when night came on, went into

clofe cantonments. Traun, on his approach,

abandoned the poft of Neufladt, and fell back

on the road to Moravia. The Auflrians, in

this retreat, lay five days in the fnow; many of

them perifhed with cold, and many deferted.

The prince of Anhalt could only come up with a

paVt of their rear-guard, fome of whom he made

prifoners; after which he took poll at J^egern-

dorff and Troppau. NafTau, with a corps of

fix thoufand men, cleared Upper Silefia, to-

ward Ratibor and on the other fide of the Oder,

of the Hungarians by whom it was infefted.

Lehwald, with a like number of troops, re-

turned to Glatz, to chafe the Auflrians out of

this country, in which they wifhed to eflablifh

themfclves. NafTau cafily diflodged the Hun-

1745.

garians
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garians from Troppau, and fell fuddenly on

Oderberg, and from thence on Ratibor, as

foon as marfhal Traun made his retreat toward

Moravia. Three thoufand of the enemy were

furprifed in Ratibor. The Hungarians, having

vainly attempted to cut a palfage fword in hand,

wilhed to efcape over the bridge of the Oder;

but the crowd was fo great in paffing that the

bridge broke down. The Pruffians at the fame

time forced the town, and thofe of the enemy

who were not put to the fword were either

drowned or taken. Another Hungarian corps,

commanded by general Caroli, did not wait

the approach of Naffau, and retired from Plefs

in the principality of Tefchen.

Lehwald at the fame time advanced toward

Wenzel Wallis, who had marched to Habelfch*

werd, a town fituated in a valley, on the con-

fines of Moravia. Lehwald entered the county

of Glatz by Johann^fberg, and foon came up

with the enemy, advantageoully polled near the

village of Plomnitz. A rivulet meandered in

their front, the banks of which were in many

places difficult of accefs. Nothing could flop

general Lehwald. He attacked the Auftrians^^

The troops furmounted all obftacles, forded

the rivulet, climbed the hill, and fell fo im-

* February 13th.

K3 petuoufly
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petuoufly and audacioufly upon the enemy that

they drove him from his poft. The Auftrians

^tempted to form again, in a wood which was

behind the field of battle; but they were pre-

vented by the Pruffian grenadiers, by whom

they were purfued with the bayonet. On the

back of the wood was a fmall plain, and beyond

this a coppice, by which the enemy a fecond

time endeavoured to profit
;

but they were at-

tacked with fuch ardour that the confufion and

flight became general.

Lehwald had not above four hundred huffars,

which number was thought fufficient, in a hilly

and difficult country. Had he been flronger

in cavalry, few of the enemy could have

cfcaped. This corps, which fled into Bohemia,

loft nine hundred men on the occafion. The

Pruflians took three cannon and one hundred

prifoners, and only loft thirty foldiers killed

and wounded. The brave colonel Gaudi, an

officer of reputation, was highly regretted : he

had rendered an important fervice to the late

king, at the fiege of Stralfund, where he pointed

out a paffage, by which the intrenchment of

the Swedes might be taken, by turning it to-

ward the fea, which then was at ebb. Succefs

fo rapid encouraged the Pruflians, and deprived

the troops of the cjueen of Hungary of all defire

to
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to prolong the campaign. Each party returned

into winter quarters, where they peacefully re-

mained.

Fortune had likewife fhewn another mark of

favour, in behalf of the P.ru(hans, by the birth

of a prince*, fon of the prince and pilncefs of

PrufTia. This afcertained the fucceffion to the

reigning branch, which till then had only ex-

tended to the three brothers of the king.

The court of Berlin waited the arrival of

marfhal de Belleifle, whom Louis XV. fent to

l]is allies, that he might concert meafures with

them for the opening of the approaching cam-

paign. The marflial had repaired to Munich,

and from thence to Caliel, where he was ad-

vifed not to pafs through the eledorate of Ha-

nover, on his road to Berlin. A furer route was

indicated, which took him by the Eichsfeld to

Halberfladt, The marlbal, inflated with his

charader oLambaffador and title of prince of

the empire, rejeded the cautfon; and, in con-

fequence of this obftinacy, took the ufual road.

Scarcely had he arrived at Eibingerode be-

fore he was arrefted by the Hanoverian dra-

goons. He had the prefence of mind to dedroy

his papers. He was led in triumph to Hano-

ver, the council of which applauded itfelf for

* September 2 ^, i744*

K 4 having
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having taken a marfhal of France, the confi-

dential perfon of the league of Frankfort, and

one who enaded fo fuperior a part in Europe.

He was fent to England, where Windfor-caftle

became his prifon, and where he remained fome

months, not being exchanged till after the

battle of Fontenoy.

The pride of the king of France fuffered by

the affront the Hanoverians gave him, in the

perfon of his ambaffador. At Verfailles it was

affirmed the Hanoverians had, in this inftance,

failed in the refped due to the Imperial crown,

and the rights of nations, by arrefting a man of

a public character, like a thief, on the high

road. At London they replied that, after war

was declared, any French officer who, without

paffport, fhould enter the territories of the king

of England, might legally be taken : that they

regarded marfhal de Belleifle as an officer, and

not as an ambaffador, die latter character not

being indubitable, and only real at the court to

which he was fent in that capacity. In reality,

this was only an a6t of revenge, on the part of

the king of England, to humble niarflial de

Belleifle. George regarded him as the author

of the German war, as the man who had obliged

him to give his vote in favour of Charles VII.

and by whom he had been conftrained, \n 1741,

to
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to accept a neutrality, when marfhal de Maille-

bois threatened his eledorate. Marflial de

Belleifle therefore was held to be the fvvorn

enemy of the houfe of Brunfwick.

Louis XV. to thefe public vexations had

others of a private nature. The dutchefs of

Chateauroux, baniflied from Metz, died of

grief, at being fo rigorouHy treated. The re-

covery of the king awakened his former fires.

Love, offended by religion, took vengeance

in turn, by rekindling, with additional force in

the heart ofthe king, his paflion for his miftrefs.

At the moment that her return was in agitation,

news was received of her death. Never did

facrament occafion fo much remorfe as that

which Louis XV. had received at Metz. He
reproached himfeif with the death of a perfon

whom he had tenderly loved, felt defires he

was unable to gratify, and his ineffedual regret

fo violently agitated his fenfibility that, for a

time, he retired from the world. The illnefs

of this prince, fatal as it was to his allies and

Ids miftrefs, procured him the beft fatisfaeftion

a fovereign can enjoy; it procured him the

name of Louis the well- beloved; an epithet

preferable to that of faint, or great; which laft

flattery often, but truth feldom, beftows on

Icings,

If
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If the king of France was counteraded in hit

views^ Pruflia was expofed to more real mif-

fortiiries, after the difgraceful campaign of 1 744.

Id Bohemia, from an auxiliary llie became a

principal in the war ; the theatre of which was

tranfported from Alfatia to the frontiers of

Sileha. The ill-will of the Saxons was fiiffi-

cicntly manifeft to forefee that, if it depended

upon them, they would endeavour to render

the Pmffian fliates the feat of war. To repel

thefe enemies exorbitant expences were necef-

fary j and even thefe fcarcely could enfire the

flat country from ruin. Such conliderations

caufed peace to be confidered as the foie means

of retiring from fo critical a fituation. France

was engaged efficacioufly to aflift the Pruffians.

The king wrote a pathetic letter to Louis XV.

recalling thefe engagements to mind. By the

anfwer of the latter it appeared tiiat he was

as unfeeling for the intereft of his allies as he

was fenf ble to what concerned himfdf. The
Bohemian war however was purpolely under-

taken to fave Alfatia.

Nothing was wanting more to embroil the

politics of the European powers except the

death of the emperor Charles VIL which ac-

conlingly happened, on the i8th of January,

1745. This emperor carried benevolence to

excefs.
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excefs, and liberality to fuch an extreme that

he was himfelf reduced to indigence. He

twice loft his ftates ; and, had not death pre-

vented the misfortunes which awaited him, a

third time he would have been obliged to leave

his capital like a fugitive. This was the period

of the diffolution of the league of Frankfort,

which had already been infringed by the French,

who had not fulfilled any one article of that

alliance. The name of the emperor had ren-

dered the aflbciation of thofe princes who had

taken up his defence legal; the proceedings had

all been conformable to the laws of the empire.

No fooner was he dead than the obje6t of this

combination was deftroyed. The princes of

the empire had no longer any common caufe;

nor did the fame interefts any longer attach

them to Pruftia.

It was eafy to forefee that the new houfe of

Auftria would make all pofiible efforts to re-

gain poffeffion of the Imperial crown. The

death of the emperor was regarded at Verfailles

as a happy cataftrophe, which would relieve

France frorn her embarraffments. She was

tired of paying him confiderable fubfidies ; and

(he flattered herfelf (he could make a good

exchange, of the Imperial crown for a lucrative

peace, with the queen of Hungary. The court
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of Vienna had the iitmoft advantage in what

related to the election ; becaufe that a third of

the eledlors were in the pay of England; and

becaufe the eledor of Mayence, whofe in-

fluence was of weight in the deliberations of the

empire, was devoted to the queen of Hungary.

And who was the candidate that could be op-

pofed to the grand duke of Tufcany ? The
eledor Palatine was too feeble. The young

cledor of Bavaria was not, according to the

law of the golden bull, yet of age. The Im-

perial throne was held to be incompatible with

that of Poland; therefore the eledor of Saxony

feemed to be excluded. Thus was there only

the grand duke of Tufcany; who was fupported

by the armies of the queen of Hungary,

Engliih gold, and the intrigues of the clergy.

The court of Verfailles felt the difficulties

file had to encounter, at prefent, in excluding

the grand duke from the throne. Yet did Ihe

wifli to raife up rivals, that the conditions of

accommodation might be more advantageous.

Count Saxe mofl; contributed to make the

choice of the court fall on Auguftus III. king

of Poland. Mr. d’Argenfon warmly efpoufed

the idea ; hoping, by this competitorfhip, to

embroil Auguftus with the queen of Hungary.

He expeded to find no oppofition to the exe-

cutiou
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ciition of this defign, except from Priiffia;

being exadly informed of the fubjecls of dif-

content which fubfifted between the two kings.

The king of Poland had, in effed:, neglefted

nothing to render the king of Pruffia irrecon-

cileable. From the beginning of the year 1 744,

he had attempted to make the republic of

Poland accede to the alliance which he had

lately concluded with the houfe of Auflria, and

which was properly no more than a renovation

of the guarantee of the Pragmatic fandion.

He reprefented to the diet, at Warfaw, the

neceffity of augmenting the army of the crown

to twenty thoufand men, that he might refiR:

the dehgns of an ambitious neighbour, who

would immediately fall upon the republic. He
concluded ^n offenhve and defenfive alliance

with Ruflia; which was every where whifpered

to be againft Pruffia. Having palled through

Silelia, to repair to the diet of Poland, there

was no deceit he did not fpread, as well at

Warfaw as at other European courts, concern-

ing the little regard that was fliewn to his per-

fon and his family; though every refped: was

paid him which is due to crowned heads. The
paffagc of the Pruffian troops through Saxony

made him exclaim Hill louder. As an example,

IX Yvas alleged that, in the year 1711, the

Saxoi'4^
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Saxons had pafled through Brandenbourg^

to attack the Swedes. Thefe examples were

found right, in one cafe ; wrong, in the other.

Attention had been paid to the interefts of the

king of Poland, by offering to marry his

daughter, the princefs Marian, to the fon of

the emperor. The French and Pruffian mini-

fters did not even fpare very confiderable temp-

tations to gain count * and to perfuadc

him to take part with the emperor, but all in

vain: the place was already feized on, and

occupied, by the Englifh, the Auftrians, and

the Ruffians. So many marks of ill-will, on

the part of the Saxons, did not, previous to the

war, prevent the king from permitting fix re-

giments, they had in Poland,^ to traverfe Silefia

on their march into Lufatia.

According to the treaty between the king of

Poland and the queen of Hungary, he was,

in cafe of war, only to furnifh fix thoufand

men. No foonerwere the Pruffians in Bohemia

than twenty-two thoufand Saxons joined the

Count BruhU Aikrifms occur wherever this mlniftcr

of Poland and Saxony is meant. An expedient fo puerile

muft have been imagined by the editor: the inveteracy of

Frederic was too glaring, too deep, too outrageous, to

admit of fuch falfe delicacy, by which nothing is concealed.

The tranllator however has conformed to his original. T.

1 Auftrians i
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Auftrlans ; and Saxony forbade the paffage of

the Pruffian fubhftence and ammunition. This

was equivalent to a formal declaration of war.

The king of Pruffia thought proper to inform

thefe neighbours, fo furiouHy his enemies, of

the danger they were bringing upon themfelves.

The information, which was perhaps ilbtimed,

offended their vanity, and increafcd the hatred

they had to the Pruflians. When the latter

abandoned Bohemia, count * ^ ^ attributed

their rnisfortunes to his abilities; affirmed the

queen of Hungary owed Bohemia to the valour

of the Saxon troops ; and vaunted of having

driven back the Priiffians,

Not contented with this rhodomontade. It

was the willi of his heart to involve the king of

Pruffia and the republic of Poland in a quarrel.

It is neceffary to recolledt that there is a fevere

Jaw, in the republic, againft thofe who fhouid

corrupt a member of the diet. The count, by

the aid of bribery, prevailed on a ftaroftc,

named Wilczewlky, to declare, in open diet,

that the Pruffian minifter had corrupted him

with a bribe of five thoufand ducats; which

declaration he made with fo repentant an air,

and in a tone of fo much truth, as to induce

belief. But he was feverely examined and con-

founded by his own depofitions. The diet of

Grodno
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Grodno immediately broke up ; after having re-*

jed;ed the alliance of Auftria^ arid the augmen-

tation of the army.

Poland, at that time, fwarmed with male-

contents ; as is ufual in republican ftates, where

liberty only fubfifts by the different parties that

alternately overawe the ambition of contending

factions. Thefe malecontents offered the king

of Pruffia to enter into a confederation, againft

the families of Czartorinfky and Potocky; or,

properly fpeaking, againft Auguftus This

would have raifed the king of Poland fome

difficulties; but the king of Pruffia, far from

defiring to blow up, wifliing to extinguifli the

embers of war, had the moderation to counfel

thefe Palatines not to difturb the peace of their

country. He even offered this prince, by

whom he had been fo highly offended, and who

wifhed to return into Saxony, every fecurity

he could defire on his paflage through Silefia.

The refufal of Auguftus did not partake of that

politenefs which formerly reigned at his court.

He took the road through Moravia, the conqueft

of which he had meditated in 1742. He had

a conference with the emperor at Olmutz ; and

* He has before been called Auguftus II. part i.

page 41. That is, as king of Poland, Auguftus II. and, as

elector of Sajiony, Auguftus III. T.

from
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from thence he continued his journey, by

Prague to Drefden. and the queen paiTed

through Vienna^ where they gathered the fruits

of their politics.

No fooner was * returned to Drefden

than he expedited his firfl: clerk, a man of con-

fidence, one Saul, to the court of Vienna, to

regulate, with Baitenftein the miniftef of the

queen of Hungary, the partition of Silefia.

This was a fccret article, in addition to the

treaty of Warfaw. The principalities of Glogau

and Sagau were promifed to the king of Poland,

who engaged that his troops fhould act of-

fenfively in Silefia; that he would renounce

his pretenfions to the Imperial crown ; and

that he would vote for the grand duke of

Tufcany. He further offered to increafe his

auxiliary corps to thirty thoufand men. Some

people differ concerning the advantages which

the queen of Hungary promifed the king of

Poland ; and pretend that the court of Vienna

merely undertook to guard his interefls at the

general peace ; and that it promifed to count

^ * the principality of Tefchen, with the dig-

nity of prince of the empire. Be this as it may,

it is little apparent that the king fhould be fe-

duced by thefe latter conditions. Probability

gives force to the partition of Silefia, flipulated

VOL. I. PART a, L by



146 POSTHUMOUS WORKS.

by the treaty, and appearances are flrengthened

becaufe that the count de St. Severin, the

French amballador in Poland, imagined he had

difcovered this particular, which was generally

enough noifed abroad.

So many treaties between the courts of Vienna

and Drefden increafed that umbrage which

Pruffia could not but take. The time of march-

ing into field drew on. Cagnoni, the Pruffian

envoy at Drefden, received orders to demand

an explanation, from count * concerning

the ufe to which the SaXon troops, that were

in Bohemia, were deftined; and, in a word,

to obtain a categorical declaration, whether

thefe troops would or would not attack the pro-

vinces under the government of Pruflia. * *

anfwered evafively and endeavoured to diflem-

ble intentions which were known to all Europe.

Such were the terms on which the two courts

were, when France propofed to place the Im-

perial crown on the head of an enemy, by

whom the king had been fo grievoufly offended.

Had he confulted his refentment only, he would

inflantly have reje61:ed fuch a propofition. He
was more moderate. Good policy required he

fnould employ all poffible means to difunitc

the two courts that were leagued againflhim;

for, fhould the king of Poland be flattered J

by
,



THE HISTORY OF MY OWN TIMES. I47

by the title of emperor, his pretenfions and

thofe of the queen of Hungary mufl: render

them irreconcileable foes. The king would tjien

have had excellent diverfion; for, by coming

to an accommodation with the houfe of Auftria,

he might fruftrate Auguftus of the throne for

which he caballed.

But the proje6t of France was, in execution,

impoffible. The Imperial and Polilli crowns

cannot be united on the fame head. Hence

it was previoufly requifite Auguftus fhould ab-

dicate that of Poland, which he was not per-

mitted to do, according to the laws of the king-

dom. The king of Pruffia, tlierefore, made

no difficulty in agreeing to whatever France

required, of adling conjundively in the per-

formance of fo chimerical a proje(ft. The ne-

gotiation at Berlin had been committed to the

chevalier de Court, who expeded to have

found more reliftance on the part of the king,

in what related to the elevation of his enemy

;

and he fuppofed his confent was a mark of con-

defcenfion. for the court of France.

But the king had no reafon to be equally

%vell fatisfied with the plans which this ambaf-

fador propofed, for the enfuing campaign.. In

defpite of honeyed words, it was perceptible

that France had no intention to make- any ef-

2. forts



148 POSTHUMOUS WORKS,

forts in favour of her allies. No arrangement

could be obtained for the fubfiftence of the

army of Bavaria. The opening of the cam-

paign was to be deferred as long as poffible.

The Germans were to befiege PafTau, the

French Ingoldftadt, and no one troubled him-

felf concerning the attempts the Auftrians

might make in the mean time. The army of

Maillebois had retired from the Lahn behind

the Maine : this the French wifhed to rein-

force, and leave inadive. The chief flrength

of the monarchy was to be exerted in Flan-

ders ;
where Louis ,XV. had refolved to make

a fecond campaign : and the diverfion into the

eledorate of Hanover, ftipiilated in the treaty

of Verfailles, was now abfolutely rejeded.

After the king had exhaufted all the reafons

he could urge, to induce the French ambafla-

dor to change his opinion, he wrote a kind of

memorial, and fent it to Louis XV. in which

the military operations were adapted to the po-

litical views of the two courts, and their move-

ments arranged according to prefent fituations,

prefent circuraftances, and the pofhbility of

execution. It was there propofed, the army of

Maillebois fhould pafs the Lahn, and enter

Franconia, Weftphalia, and the circle of the

Lower Rhine, in order to awe the eledor of

Hanover,
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Hanover, and prevent him from fending fuc-

cours into Bohemia, to favour the eledion of

the grand duke. This army would likewife

ferve as a check to thefe circles, and to prote^l:

the eledor Palatine and the landgrave of Hefie,

with the other allies of the deceafed emperor.

Should fuch means even be infufficient totally

to exclude the grand duke from the Imperial

throne, they would ftill empower the French to

keep the eleflion in fufpenfe ; and whoever

gains time gains every thing.

In like manner, the king inlifted that fubfift-

ence fhould be provided for the army of Bavaria,

as well as a good general ;
and that this army

Ihould alTerabie as foon as the Auftrians began

to leave their quarters ; in order that the Pruf-

lians and Bavarians fhould unite their efforts,

againft the common enemy. He alfq informed

his allies that the campaign of 1 744 had made

him renounce the maxim of purfuing his plans

with fo much ardour; and that he would no

longer penetrate far into the provinces of the

queen of Hungary, unlefs he could be fupplied

with provifions. That, having the Auftrians

and Saxons his enemies, and being likewife

menaced by the Ruffians, he had need to re-

double his caution; and that, if the French

did not take good meafures to counterad the

L 3 Imperial
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Imperial eledion, he fliould be obliged to make

peace witli the queen of Hungary.

The French, on this, fent Mr. de Valori to

Drefden, to perfuade the king of Poland to con-

tend for the Imperial throne; but the treaty of

Warfaw, the afcendancy of the Ruffians at that

court, and Englifh guineas, tied up the hands

of Saxony.

This prelude confirmed the court of Berlin

in the opinion that the grand duke would be-

come emperor; that the allied army would be

unfortunate, in Bavaria; that the French were

only intent on the campaign of Flanders; and

that their allies would do wifely to take care

of themfelves. It were to be wiflied that all

thefe troubles might have been pacified, and

the ufelefs effufion of blood prevented: but the

embers of difcord call forth new fparks, over

ail Europe, and the treafuries of the great

powers were not yet exhaufted.

The Pruffians, at all events, began to nego-

tiate with the Engliffij founding their hopes on

the fuppofition that the minds of men were

inclined to peace, and on a late revolution in

the Englifh miniftry. Since lord Carteret had

concluded the treaty of Worms, the opinion of

the Englifli nation, with refped; to him, was

changed. He was reproached with being

violent
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violent and paffionate, and to proceed to ex-

tremities from too great heat. A general difcon-

tent obliged the king to part with his minifter,

who had entered into all his views, and who,

under the appearance of national good, con-

cealed every ftep George made in favour of his

eledorate. The king had the mortification of

not being left to difpofe of the feals, but was

obliged to commit them to the duke of New-

caftle. Lord Harrington was made minifter,

and the people called this new miniftry the

party of the Pelhams ; becaufe the perfons

who compofed it were of that family. All

the adherents of Carteret were difplaced, by

his fucceftbrs; but they neither could break

the treaties he had concluded nor fuddenly ftop

the impulfe he had given to the general affairs

of Europe. Carteret was deceitful, without

regarding thofe appearances which the moft

vicious employ, to difguife their purpofes.

Harrington had the reputation of a man of pro-

bity; more timid than his predeceflbr, he re-

paired this defe<ft by every quality of a worthy

man.

Encouraged by the perfonal characler of the

minifter, difpofitions for a general peace were

attempted, through his means. The following

L 4 i?



1^2 POSTHUMOUS WORKS.

is the fketch offome ideas which were comrnunir

cated to Harrington. Don Philip was to have

an eflablifhment in Italy. France was to keep

Ypres and Fumes, which fhe had conquered?

In lieu of thefe, Spain Ihould, for twenty years

or more, fuffer the contraband trade of the

Englifh. The allies fhould accede to the elec-

tion of the grand duke of Tufcany, and Pruf-

fia remain in the pofieffion of Silefia, agreeable

to the treaty of Breflau. The Englifh miniftry

declined negotiating, according to thefe articles;

for the king defired a continuation of the war,

and counteraded every meafure of the Pelhams

to bring it to a conclufion.

The caufe of this obftinate refufal was at

length difcovered at the Hague. The man

of the greateft genius, and at the fame time the

mod eloquent, in England, lord Chefterfieldj,

was then in tfolland. This lord did not con-

ceal from count Podewils, the Pruflian ambaf-

fador to the States General, that the treaty of

Warfaw (hackled the good will of the Pelhams;

that, confequently, the king of Prulha could

hope for no fuccefs from negotiation, but

ought vigoroufly to oppofe the defigns of his

enemies, who fought his deftrudion. This

did not prevent the frequent infinuations of the

Pruffian ambaffador, at London, from entirely

conciliating
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conciliating the new miniftry to the king of

Fruffia; by whom he was affured they only

waited opportunities to do him fervice. The

advice of lord Chefterheld was the befl that

could be followed.

Negotiations were continued; but the prin-

cipal attention of the king turned on every

obje6t which befl; might infure fuccefs to the

following campaign. One of the moft impor-

tant no doubt was to form large magazines in

Silefia; to accomplifh which no expence was

fpared. Efforts were made to complete the

regiments.- The foldier was well provided for

in winter quarters. The cavalry was remounted

and completed. More than fix millions were

drawn from the treafury, to fuppiy all thefe

difburfements. A loan was obtained from the

States of one million five hundred thoufand

crowns. All thefe fums were expended to

enable the king to repair, in 1745, the errors

he had committed in Bohemia, in 1 744. Thefe

preparations being made, the king departed

from Berlin to Silefia^.

He learnt, on the road, that the eleeflor of

Bavaria had figned the treaty of Fuffen, with

the queen of Hungary. This peace was thus

prought about. Immediately after the death

Mard. i5th^

of
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of the emperor, Seckendorff refigned the com-

mand of the army; but he had fo ill diipofed

of their quarters that the troops were all fcat-

tered; the ground they occupied was too ex-

tenfive. The Auftrians, being mafters of the

forts and the courfe of the Danube, faw of what

importance it was to them to finilli, in one

place, before they began their operations, in

another; and judged, by the pofition of the

Bavarians and their allies, they might make an

eafy purchafe. Bathiani anticipated his ene-

mies, who were thrice his ftrength, but who

did not intend to affemble before the end of

May: at the head of twelve thoufand men,

conftituting his whole force, he appeared be-

tween Braunau and Scharding, fell upon the

fcattered quarters of the allies, and took Pfarr^

kirchen, Wililiofen, and Landlhut, with the

few magazines which the Bavarians there had

amalTed. At the fame time another Auftrian

detachment palled the Danube, at DeckendorfF,

cut off the HefTians from the Bave.rians, obliged

them to crofs the Inn, afterward to lay down

their arms, and drove the fugitive Bavarians

beyond Munich. The young eledcor, fcarcely

afovercign, was, after the example of his father

and grandfather, obliged to fy from his capi-

tal. He retired to Augfbourg.

Segur,
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Segur, with the French and Palatines under

his command, met a fate not more favourable.

He was beaten, on his retreat, near Pfaffen-

hofen. The Auftrians were in poffeflion of the

bridge of the Rhine, which obliged him to gain

Donauwert before the enemy.

While the Bavarians fled like fheep without

a fhepherd, and efcaped to Friedberg, Secken-

dorff made his appearance at the court of Bava-

ria, during this total overthrow, not as a hero

who finds refources in his genius when meaner

people defpair, but as a creature of the court of

Vienna, and with the intention of feducing a

youthful unexperienced prince, overwhelmed

by misfortunes. During the preceding cam-

paign, the French had fufpeded that this mar-

flial had fuflered himfelf to be corrupted; be-

caufe he had not a6led as might have been ex-

pelled, in Alfatia, againft the Auftrians. He
was found to want energy, when he meant to

attack, and to be dilatory, when he might

purfue the enemy to deftru6lion. He was

accufed of having purpofely feparated the quar-

ters of the allies, to deliver them, tied hand

and feet, to their foes. It was even affirmed

that he had received three hundred thoufand

florins of arrears, from the emprefs cjueen, which

were due to him from the emperor Charles VI,

that
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that he might prevail on the eledor of Bavaria

to make peace. It is probable that the court of

•Vienna had given him a profped: of advantage,

and perhaps had promifed him that fum; but

it \yas little capable of difcharging fuch a debt,

at that time.

The ftrongeft teftimonies againil him are the

meafures he took to accelerate the treaty of

Fuflen, He produced falfe memorials to the

young elector; (liewed him fuppofed letters

ifom the king of Pruffia, in which the latter

informed him of the peace he intended to con-

clude with the queen of Hungary; magnified

imaginary advantages, which the arms of tliat

princefs had obtained in Flanders and Italy;

and conjured him to terminate all ditferences

with her, that he might avoid total ruin*. The

deftor, youthful and inexperienced, was led

by the creatures of the court of Vienna, with

whom he had been furrounded by Secken-

dorff. His father, the emperor, had faid to

him, dying— Never forget the fervices which

the kings of France and Pruffia have rendered

you, nor repay them with ingratitude.’’—

Thefe words were fo ftrong in his mind that,

for a moment, they rendered the hand that held

the pen motionlefs : but the abyfs in which he

was plunged, the impofiures of Seckendorffi

anc^
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arid the hope of better fortune, determined him

to fign the treaty of Fuffen on the zzd of April,

J745-

By this treaty, the queen of Hungary re-

nounced all indemnification, and promifed to

re-eftablifli the eledor in the entire poffeflion of

his ftates. The eledfor, on his part, difclaimed,

for himfelf and his pofterky, all pretenfions

which the houfe of Bavaria had to the ftates of

the houfe of Auftria. He acknowledged the

validity of the vote of Bohemia, and engaged to

give his own vote for the elecftion of the grand

duke. He further promifed to difeharge his

auxiliaries, on condition they fliould not oe dif-

turbed in their retreat, and that the queen of

Hungary ftiould engage to levy no more con-

tributions in Bavaria. Thefe laft articles were

fo ill obferved, by the Auftrians, that they dif-

armed the Hefiians, led them prifoners into

Flungary, and, under pretext of arrears, ftill

raifed heavy contributions in Bavaria.

Thus ended the league of Frankfort; and

thus Auftria fhewed that, in the day of profr

perky, there is no yoke more heavy than that

which fhe impofes. But what could better in-

ftru(5t the hijognoft di gloria^ or politicians who

flatter themfelves they can diredl future contin-

gencies, than the abftrad of events at the be-

2 ginning
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ginning of this year. The emperor’s deceafej

his fon at peace with the queen of Hungary; the

grand duke of Tufcany foon to become em-

peror; the half of Europe leagued againft Pruf-

lia, by the treaty of Warfaw; Pruffian gold

keeping RufTia inadtive; and England beginning

to favour PrufTia

!

The king had taken good meafures for felf

defence. The fame and the fortunes of the

Pruffians were at ftake on the iflue of the enfuiiig

campaign.

CHAP. XIL

Campaign of Italy. Campaign of Flanders. Of
what pajfed on the Rhine, Events which pre^

ceded the Operations of the Tear 1745 .

N O

T

hereafter to interrupt the thread of

the narration, we think proper in this

place to give an abridgment of what paffed in

Italy, Flanders, and on the Rhine, before we

come to the operations of the Pruffian troops,

in Silefia. It is neceffiary to recoiled! that count

Gages had taken his quarters at Terny, and

had eftablilhed his Spaniards and Neapolitans

on both fides of the Tiber. Lobkowitz had

7 his
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his quarters at Imola. The army of don Philip

was partly in Savoy and partly in the county of

Nice. The Spaniards opened the campaign

by taking Oneglia. The French and Spanifli

army affembled in the neighbourhood of Nice.

Prince Lobkowitz then advanced to Cefena.

Count Gages met and beat him, on the 31(1 of

March, near Rimini; and, taking feven hun-

dred prifoners, purfued him to Lugo.

Lobkowitz retired thence by Bologna, pafTed

the Panaro, and took pofb at Campo Santo.

Count Gages palTed the Panaro, nearly at the

fame time, at Modena ; and advanced along the

banks of the Trabia ; whence he opened a com-

munication with the Infant don Philip, through

the ftates of Genoa. Lobkowitz marched to

Parma, where he affembled fifteen thoufand

fnen, hoping to prevent the jun6tion of the two

armies : but Count Gages paffed the Apennines

and the river Magra, without troubling himfelf

concerning the troops that haraffed his rear;

,and, marching under the walls of Genoa,

gained the valley of Polfevero, which induced

the Auftrians to march to Tortona.

Don Philip and Maillebois quitted the en-

virons of Nice, on the firft of June, marched

along the fea coaft, and, afeending the river of

Genoa, continued their route without regarding

the
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the twelve Englifh fhips of war, which cannori^^

aded them, and killed fome of their men. The
Spaniards here felt at once the effe<5ts of good

and ill fortune. The Piedemontefe had the

cunning to burn eight of their magazines, in

the neighbourhood of Ventimiglia. At the

fame time, the Genoefe declared againft the

king of Sardinia, and added their forces, con-

fiding of ten thoufand men, to thofe of the

Infant.

The Auflrians, who neither knew the merit

nor the value of good generals, had taken the

command from marflial Traun, who had fur-

pafled himfelf the year before, as well in Alfatia

as in Bohemia, and chofen prince Lobkowitz, to

accompany prince Charles of Lorraine, in his

dead. • Lobkowitz was therefore recalled out of

Italy, and count Schulenbourg fupplied his

place, till the arrival of the prince of Lichten-

flein, on whom the court had conferred the com-

mand of the army in Italy. Schulenbourg was not

more fortunate againft count Gages than his pre-

deceftbr had been ; fo much had the genius of

the Spaniard''^ the afeendant over that of the

* Count Gages was not a Spaniard, but an Englifhman,

of rather extraordinary fortunes: fee a curious note, rela-

tive to, thefe, in Boyfe’s Hiftorical Review, vol. i. p. 377,

oi^tavo. Reading, 1747. • T.

Auftriaa
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Auftrian generals. The count drove his new

adverfary from Novi to Rivalta, while Don

Philip penetrated into Montferrat, by Cairo,

feized on Aqui, and joined the Neapolitan and

Spanifh army at Afti. Schulenbourg pafTed

the Tanaro, and polled himfelf at the conflu-

ence of that river with the Po, near a fmall town

named Baffignano. Don Philip feized the op-

portunity, invefted Tortona, and marched to-

ward the Auftrians; who, retreating beyond the

Po, burnt and deftroyed all the bridges in their

rear.

Tortona and its citadel yielded to the Span-

iards. A fuccour of eight thoufand Spaniards

and Neapolitans arriving from Romania, under

the command of the duke de la Vieuxville,

pafTed through the grand dutchy of Florence,

took Piacenza and its citadel, and obliged the

Auftrians to quit the territories of Parma. Gages

immediately pafTed the Po at ParpanafTo, while

the Infant Don Philip left Alexandria, crofted

the Tanaro, attacked the Auftrians, on the 27th

of September, at BafTignano, and was vi6to-

rious. He laid fiege to Alexandria; which,

except the citadel, furrendered. Valenza, Vi-

gavano, and many other towns, which we fhall

forbear to enumerate, received law from the con-

queror.

VOL. I. TART II. M Under



I6i \VoRks.

Under thefe circumftances, the prince of

Lichtenftein arrived, to take the command of

a beaten, enfeebled, and difcouraged army.

There is no need here to examine whether the

court of Vienna could have chofen other gene-

rals j certain it is the prefent one applied no re-

medy to the ruined (late of affairs. The pro-

grefs of the vidtors found no oppofition : they

took Cafal, Afti, and Lodi, from the king of

Sardinia. The Infant entered Milan vidVorious;

and, with eighteen thoufand men, blockaded

the citadel. The Spaniards, therefore, at the

end of the campaign, were mafters of almofl;

all Lombardy, except Turin, Mantua, and

fome citadels, which they blockaded. This

rapid fuccefs was due to the genius of count

Gages ; and, in part, to the aid of the Genoefe.

Profperity, as we have faid, is confident; and

profperity laid the conquerors of Italy afleep

under the fhade of their laurels. That they

might fecure their quarters, it w-as indifpenfably

neceffary that they fhould poffefs the citadels of

Milan and Alexandria; which, with a little

adlivity, they might have maftered: but they

were out of breath, when they had but a few

paccs^more of the race to run.

The arms of the Bourbons profpered, that

year, in Flanders, as in Italy. Louis XV. put

himfdf
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himfelf at the head of his army, which was

compofed of eighty thoufand men. Marlhai

Saxe commanded under him ; and, at the

opening of the campaign, the French, after

various deceptive attempts on different places,

fuddenly inveiled Tournay. This place, one

of the principal barrier towns, was garrifoned

by nine thoufand Dutch, The goodnefs of its

works and the ftrength of the citadel, which

Vauban had built, prepared the affailants to

exped obftacles, and to furmount difficulties.

The allies, under the command of the duke

of Cumberland and marfhal Koenigfeck, had

only fifty thoufand men, to oppofe to the forces

of France. They advanced, however, toward

Tournay, and came and encamped in the plains

of Anderlech. Their neighbourhood did not

prevent the French from opening the trenches,

on the firfl of May. The allies, feeling how

important was the protedion of Tournay, re-

folved to hazard every thing, that they might

oblige Louis XV. to raife the fiege.

On the fouth fide, afcending the right arm of

the Scheld, (lands the village of F"ontenoy ; till

then an obfcure place, but become famous by

the battle which bears its name. Here it was

that marfhal Saxe chofe ground, which he

thought fufficiently advantageous, to overturn

M 2 the
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the projeds of the duke of Cumberland. He
left a fufficient number of troops to carry on the

iiege, and fupported his right by the Scheld;

garnifhed the village of Antoing, on the banks

of that river, with infantry and cannon ; formed

two angular lines of infantry, toward mount

Trinity, which was at the extremity of his left;

ranged his cavalry in the rear of the infantry,

making a third line; and, further, flanked the

village of Antoing with a battery, from the op-

polite Ihore of the Scheld* Three redoubts,

fupplied with infantry and artillery, covered

the front of his battle. Toward the left of his

army was a wood, where the French threw up

abatis* to render it impradicable.

At break of day. May i ith, the army of the

allies marched from the wood of Bary, and

formed on the plain in two lines, oppofite the

French army. The left of the allies began the

battle. The Dutch were to attack the villages

of Fontenoy and Antoing ; this they did with

little refolution, and were twice vigoroufly re-

pulfcd by the French. The Englilh then de-

tached fome brigades, to feize on the redoubts

which covered the front of the French arm3^

The general who was to perform this duty found

. it

* A fpecies of entrenclimeat, T»
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it perhaps dangoroiis, and it was not executed*

Marfhal Koenigfeck, judging that his men

would be cut off in detail, and to no good pur-

pofe, determined to fliorten the difpute: he

attacked the French army, leaving the villages

and redoubts in his rear. Had his projed fuc-

ceeded, all the French in thefe polls would have

been made prifoners, after the vidory, which

would have rendered this battle limilar to the

famous one of Hdchfedt. But the event did

not anfwer the intent. Kcenigfeck formed two

lines of infantry, oppolite the gap which is be-

tween Antoing and the wood of Bary; and, as

he advanced, received the crofs fire of the vil-

lage and redoubts. His flanks fuffered, and

fell back. His centre, being in lefs danger,

continued to advance; and, as his wings re-

clined to the rear, his corps affumed a trian-

gular form; which, by the continuance of the

centre and the confulion, was changed into a

column.

This corps, unformed as it was, attacked

and overthrew the French guards; pierced the

two lines, and perhaps would have gained a

complete vidory, had the generals of the allies

better known how to profit by the confulion of

the enemy. They had opened the centre of

the French arrny : it was eafy to divide their

M 3 column
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column into two; and, by one on the right

and the other on the left, they might take all

the infantry in flank, which remained to oppofe

them. They fhould at the fame time have

caufed the cavalry to advance, and fuftain their

divided columns. It is probable defeat would

have attended the French, had the allies pur-

fued this plan ; but, while they were endeavour-

ing to remedy their own confufion, marfhal

Saxe attacked them with the houfehold troops

and the Irifh brigade, which he had kept in re-

ferve ; and ftrengthened this attack, by playing

from fome batteries haftily formed.

The Englifh thus faw themfelves affailed in

turn, and preffed on all fides, in front as well

as in flank. After a vigorous refiftance, they

fell back, were broken, and the French pur-

fued them to the wood of Bary.

According to the common opinion, this battle

coft the allies ten thoufand men, fome artillery,

and a part of their baggage. They retired, by

Leufe, under the cannon of Ath, to the camp

of Leffines ; leaving the field of battle and the

city of Tournay to the French.

Louis XV. and the dauphin were perfonally

prefent. They were ftationed near a wind-mill,

which was in the rear. The French foldiers after-

ward called their king Louis of the mill. Certain

it
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it is thatj the day after the battle, Louis faid to

the dauphin, as he paffed over the field, bloody

and covered with dead— Here behold vidims

facrificed to political hatred, and the paflions

of our enemies. Preferve this in mind, that

you may not fport with the lives of your fub-

jeds, and be prodigal of their blood in unjuft

wars.”

Marfhal Saxe, whofe dropfy did not prevent

him from ading as general, received the moft

flattering praifes from the king. He feemed to

have been wrefted from the arms of death, to

vanquifh the enemies of France. The king of

Pruffia congratulated him on the glory he had

acquired, regarding this vidory as an engage-

ment undertaken with the public, who expeded

ftill greater things from marfhal Saxe in health,

than marfhal Saxe expiring. Europe was over-

run with verfified gazettes, proclaiming this

great event : but it muft be acknowledged that

the temple of vidory, on this occafion, was fu-

perior to that of the mufes. The capture of

Tournay attefted the vidory of the French.

The garrifon, that had taken refuge in the cita-

del, furrendered on the 19th of June. The
capitulation was figned, on condition that four

thoufand men, who evacuated the place, fhoultj

M, 4 not.
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not, for the fpace of eighteen months, ferve

againft France.

Louis XV. reinforced his army in Flanders,

by a detachment of twenty thoufand men, from

the army of the Rhine. The prince of Conti

took the command of the latter, inftead of mar-

flial Maillebois, who ferved in Italy. A de-

tachment fo unfeafonable was equally inimical

to the rules of war and of policy. But, as the

motives which occafioned this condud; require

difcuffion, the reader will be glad, for his own

information, that we fhould develope thefe

motives, France had exhaufted every topic of

politics, to perfuade the king of Poland to

become a competitor for the Imperial throne.

She was not difcouraged by the ill fuccefs of

her intrigues : on the contrary, fhe continued

to negotiate at Drefdcn. Count de St. Severin,

who had been a good fervant of France at that

court, had drawn on himfelf the hatred of count

becaufe the arf of the Saxon did not

agree with the penetrating fpirit of the French

negotiator. was fo adive that St. Seve-

rin was replaced, by the marquis de Vaugre-

nant. The latter thought himfelf more art-

ful than In reality, they were neither of

them fo; although, in this negotiation, Van-

grenant was the dupe of the Saxon. ^ *

,
perfuaded
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perfuaded him that the only part France could

take, to obtain an advantageous peace from

the queen of Hungary, was not to oppofe the

eledion of the grand duke; and to keep the

army, which the prince de Conti commanded

on the Rhine, inadive : he further urged that

France might find thefe troops more ufeful on

the Scheld than on the Maine.

‘The minifters of Louis XV. blindly were

caught in this fnare. They neither examined

how fincere this advice might be nor how con-

fiftent it was, with the engagements they had

entered into, with their allies. By enfeebling

the army of the prince de Conti, they rendered

him incapable of oppofing the enterprizes of

the court of Vienna. The grand duke was

eleded in defpite of France. Peace was not

concluded, and the vanity of the miniflry of

Verfailles would not even fubmit to reproach.

The troops drawn from that army arrived in

Flanders, when, after the taking of the citadel

of Tournay, the French army had decamped,

and divided into three corps. One took pofl

at Courtray; the fecond at St. Guiflaiii; and

the third at Conde. Mr. de Chaila beat a

detachment of five thoufand men, under the

command of general Mole ; whom the duke of

Cyniberland had fent to throw himfelf into

Gand,
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Gand. This little check fpread terror through

the army of the allies: it decamped from Bruf-

fels. Gand, Briigges, and Oudenarde, being

no longer protedled, furrendered to the French,

and the campaign ended by the taking of

Nieuport, Dendermonde, Oftend, and Ath:

after which, marfl^al Saxe fent his troops into

winter quarters, behind the Dender. This

campaign reftored to the arms of France the

honour that had been loft by that of Bohemia.

If Louis XIV. fubjugated a greater fpaee of

ground, in the year 1672, he loft it as faft as it

had been conquered: but Louis XV. fecured

his pofteffions, and loft nothing of what he had

gained.

The Spaniards and French had opened the

campaign in Italy and Flanders above a month

before the troops entered upon action in Silefia.

The Pruflian and Auftrian armies had not

peaceably gone into quarters till the end of

February; and they had equal need of reft, to

recover from their fatigues. The king might

have anticipated the foe; it was at his option

TO fall on the Auftrian quarters in Bohemia;

but the rifk of penetrating far, into that king-

dom, was greater than that of waiting for the

enemy. This confideration induced him to

draw his quarters of cantonment clofe, in the

centre
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centre of Silefia, fo as to be equally near to the

defiles of the mountains, through which the

enemy mull pafs. To have wilhed to difpute

fifteen or twenty thoufand roads, which lead

out of Bohemia and Moravia into Silefia, in

an extent of twenty-four German miles, would

have been the projed of phrenzy. The furefl

way was to attack prince Charles of Lorraine, at

the very moment he fliould leave the defiles 5 to

purfue him into Bohemia ; to forage the

country for the fpace of twelve miles, along

the frontiers of Silefia ; and, toward the end

of autumn, to bring back the troops into this

dutchy, there to procure them peaceful quarters.

This plan was fimple, proportionate to the

poffibility of execution, and adapted to circum-

ftances; there was therefore every reafon to

hope it would fucceed.

The army was diftributed in fuch a manner

that ten battalions, ten fquadrons, and five

hundred hufifars, formed a chain, from Lufatia

as far as the county of Glatz. The patroles

extended toward Schatzlar, Braunau, and Boh-

mifch-Friedland. This corps was under the

command of lieutenant-general Truchfes. Ge-

neral Lehwald, with ten battalions and five

hundred huffars, guarded the county of Glatz;

not including three battalions that were in gar-

3 rifon
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rifon in the fortrefs; of which general Fouquet

was governor. The margrave Charles defended

the frontiers of Upper Silefia, with fixteen bat-

talions and twenty fquadrons. Hautcharmoy,

with five battalions and fixteen fquadrons, oc-

cupied and covered that part of Upper Silefia

which lies beyond the Oder. The main body

of the army was between Brellau, Brieg,

Schweidnitz, Glatz, and Neifs. The king

fixed his quarters in the latter town, in which

was a contagious malady ; an ulcerous difeafe,

that, in a few days, ^nded in death. Had it

been called the plague, all communication

would have been interrupted ; as would the

deliver)^ of the quotas, for the magazines ; and

the dread of that malady would have been more

fatal, to the opening of the campaign, than

any thing the enemy could undertake. This

formidable word was therefore foftened ; the

contagion was called the putrid fever, and things

continued in their ufual train. So much greater

is the imprefiion of words than things, on the

minds of men.

Soon after the arrival of the king, ikirmifh-

ing began with great vivacity. The enemy

fuppofed that, by continually haraffing the

P ruffians, they would be cut oif by degrees.

Ten or twelve tboufand Hungarians, under

the
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the command of die old marflial Efterhazi, and

generals Carol!, Feftetifch, Spleni, and Guil-

lani, made incurfions into Upper Silefia, pene-

trating as far as they poffibly could. A major

Schafdedt, who was detached with two hundred

men, in the fmall town of Rofenberg, was

attacked by them. The enemy fet fire to the

place; the major (hewed a bold countenance;

but, furrounded on all fides, he could not

efcape, and obtained a capitulation, to rejoin his

regiment at Creutzbourg. It was neceffary to

revenge this affront, and humble the prefump-

tion of thefe new-raifed Hungarian troops.

The king therefore fent detachments againfl

them, and fought trifling battles, which were

but the prelude to adlions more decihve. As

this work is defined to conferve the memory

and fame of officers, whofe valour merited fo

well of their country, we think it our duty to

inform pofterity of their heroic a6tions, that

pofterity may be induced to imitate fuch ex-

amples of magnanimity.

The uncommon merit of general Winterfeld

caufed him to be chofen for the head of this

expedition. He had fix battalions and twelve

hundred huffiars configned to him, with whom
he paffed the Oder, at Cofel, while Goltz, with

one battalion and five hundred huffiars, paffied

the
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the fame river at Oppeln; to attack Efterhazi

and his Hungarians in concert. Winterfeld fell

on the village of Slowentzit, where he took a

hundred and twenty prifoners. Hearing a fmart

firing on his left, he marched thither diredly,

and found five thoufand Hungarians had fur-

rounded the "detachment of Goltz. They were

attacked, and Winterfeld was completely vic-

torious. Spleni efcaped, with his huffars, after

the lofs of three hundred men, and his baggage.

Winterfeld did not think he had yet done

enough ; he continued his purfuit, and on the

morrow came up with two thoufand hulfars,

who were polled with a marfii in their rean

Into this marfii he drove them, where mofi: of

them perifiied, or were taken. By thefe ad-

vantages, the Pruffian hulfars began to acquire

a fuperiority over thofe of Hungary. Colonel

Wartenberg, of the hulfars, likewife beat a body

of infurgents, near Creutzbourg, and wholly

difperfed them.

Spring advanced, during this prelude to war

;

and, the month of April being almoft over, it

was time to alfemble the army, which entered

its quarters of cantonment between Patlkau and

Frank enllein. Roads were prepared for four

columns, and cantonments at Jtegerndorffi

Glatz, and Schweidnitz; as being the places

toward
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toward which the enemy mufl: leave the defiles

of the mountains. The magazines which the

Auftrians had formed, and the places where

their regular troops began to aflemble, fuffi-

ciently denoted their intentions. It was well

underftood that the infurgents and Hungarians

they had, in Upper Silefia, were but meant to

deceive, in order to draw the Pruflians into

thofe parts, while their grand army fliould enter

Silefia, by Landfhut. This projed was not in

itfelf reprehenfible ; it only failed in the execu-

tion. Had the P ruffians divided their forces,

that they might face the enemy on all fides,

they would have been too weak to efFed; any

great purpofe, on the grand army of prince

Charles ; and, if they remained colledively,

that multitude of light troops, which Ibould find

nothing to flop its progrefs, would have ftarved

them, at length, by cutting off their fopplies*

The beft way then was to remain in force ; but,

at the fame time, to haflen to a crifis, by bring-

ing on a general engagement.

Meafures were taken to evacuate Upper

Silefia, toward the end of May, the fortrefs of

Cofel excepted. The magazines of Troppau

and J'gegerndorff were tranfported to Neifs.

Rochow covered this convoy, with twelve hun-

dred horfe and a battalion of grenadiers. Four

thoufand
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thoufand Hungarians, half hulTars half pari«^

dours, attacked, without being able to make
any impreffion on them. The cavalry here

firft made experience of its new manoeuvres, and

proved their excellence. It was neceffary to

infpire the enemy with fecurity, that prefump-

tion might render them negligent, during their

intended expedition. To this end^ the king

employed a man from Schonberg, who was a

double fpy. He paid him handfomely, after

which he told him that the greateft fervice he

could do him would be to inform him of the

march of prince Charles, that he might retreat

to Breflau, before the Auftrians had pafled the

mountains. Further to confirm this fpy in

error, the roads that lead to Breflau were re-

paired. The fpy promifed largely, heard the

roads were repairing, and haftened back to

prince Charles, to inform him that all was

flight, and that he would meet no enemy to

combat.

As Landfhut now became the principal ob-

ject of attention, the king detached general

Winterfeld thither, to obferve the motions of

the Auftrians. Some battalions and two regi-

ments of huflars, Rufeh and Bronikowfky, were

committed to his charge, nor was he long be-

fore he lignalized himfelf. Near Hirfchberg,

i he
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he defeated eight hundred Hungarians, com-

manded by a partifan named Putafchitz, and

took three hundred prifoners. Nadafty, to re-

venge an affront like this, committed on Hun-

gary, marched at the head of feven thoufand

men, intending to attack Winterfeld, near

Landfliat, who had only two thoufand four

hundred. After a fight of four hours, the Hun-

garian infantry was totally beaten; and, ag

Nadafly was preparing to retreat, general Still,

heading ten fquadrons, belonging to old Mol-

lendorff, arrived, fell on the enemy, and the

Hungarians were defeated and fcourged back

to the very frontiers of Bohemia. The Auftrians

loft fix hundred men in this affair, and fome of

their principal officers, who were wounded and

taken. The prifoners related that Nadafty had

orders to take poft at Landfliut; and that, had

he been fuccefsful, prince Charles would have

certainly followed. Capacity fo great, and

condud fo fage, gained Winterfeld the com-

miffion of major-general.

It was neceffary inftantly to recal the mar-

grave, Charles, out of Upper Silefia. The

Hungarians had profited, by the evacuation of

the quarters, to infeft all Upper Silefia with

parties. Six thoufand huffars hovered between

J^egerndorff and Neuftadt; with intent to pre-

VOL, I. PART II, N vent
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vent the communication of the margrave and

the army. That he might receive orders to re-

tire to Neifs, the king detached the huiTars of

Ziethen, who cut their way, fword in hand,

through the Hungarians and gave him the letter.

The margrave began his march, on the 2 2d of

May, with about twelve thoufand men under

his command. The Auftrians, who forefaw his

retreat, were reinforced, till their number

amounted to twenty thoufand ; a colleftion of

barbarous nations, and fome regular troops,

that were come from Moravia. On the eve,

they occupied all the heights which were in the

road of the margrave, and eftablifhed three bat-

teries; that, with a crofs fire, greatly incom-

moded the PrufTian troops on their march,

Regardlefs of the obftacles which the enemy

threw in his road,, the margrave fent fome bat-

talions to feize the neighbouring heights and

moil confiderable defiles; and, at the mouth

of the pafles, he formed the regiments of horfc

of Gefler and Louis, which fell with all poffible

impetuofity on the regiment of Ogilvy, cutting

the greatefh part of it in pieces; afterward at-

tacking that of Efterhazi, which formed the

fecond line, and putting it to the fword ; and,

rallying again, falling on the dragoons of Gotha,

|hat were to fuftain the Auftrian infantry, and

pqt
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put them to the rout, with a prodigious flaugh-

ter of the fugitives. The enemy left more than

eight hundred dead. Their irregular troops,

who ftood fpedtators of the combat, having feen

the mournful fate of the regulars, fled into the

woods with horrible fhrieks. The margrave,

on that day, gave marks of bravery, worthy the

blood of his grandfather, the eledor Frederic

William. General Schwerin, charging at the

head of the horfe, which fucceffively defeated

three different corps, acquired renown more re-

markable by this being the day on which th«

fame of the Pruflian cavalry commenced.

The promptitude with which audacity or

terror is communicated to a multitude is an

aftonifliing circumftance. In the year 1741, the

Pruffan cavalry was the moft heavy, and the

lead animated, of any corps. to be found in the

armies of Europe. By exerciling it, by im-

parting addrefs and vivacity, and by teaching

it to confide in its own force, it made attempts,

was fuccefsful, and became daring. Rewards,

penalties, blame and praife, properly employ-

ed, change the mind of man, and infpire him

with fentiments of which he would not have

been thought fufceptible, in a brutal date of

nature. Add to thefe fome eminent examples

of courage, which are driking, fuch as that we

N 2 hav«
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have juft related, and emulation enters the

heart; each defires to furpafs his fellow, and

common men become heroes. Talents are

often benumbed in a kind of lethargy; they arc

fliaken, awake^ exert, and develope themfelves.

Merit, efteemed and rewarded, excites the ar-

dour of the fpedators. In ancient Rome, the

civic and mural crowns, and efpecially the tri-

umphs of conquerors, were fpurs to thofe who

might hope to obtain fuch honours.

It was therefore neceflary to take high note

of the glorious adion of J^egerndorfF. The

margrave, general Schwerin, and thofe who

had fignalized themfelves there, were received

as in triumph. The cavalry impatiently waited

an occahon to equal, nay, to furpafs, thefe

heroes. All glowed with the ardour of battle,

and the hope of vidory. Under circumftances

fo aufpicious, the army was aftembled, on the

a8th of May, in the camp of Frankenftein
^

fome garrifori troops excepted, and a corps of

fix battalions and twenty fquadrons; with which

general Hautcharmoy made head againft Efter-

hazi. Thefe might retire into the fortreftes of

Cofel, Brieg, and Neifs, fhould the fuperiority

of the enemy render tliis necellary.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIII.

Battle of Friedherg, March into Bohemia. Of
what faffed there. Battle of Sorr. Return of

the Troops into Silefa.

S
TILL was the fituation of the king criticaL

Politics pointed to precipices; war td

perils; and the exhaufted ftate of the finances

to poverty. On occafions like thefe, the mind

muft difplay its whole force; and, with a firnl

eye, furvey furroundin^ dangers. It muft not

permit the phantoms of futurity to confufe its

powers; but muft employ all poffible, all ima-

ginable, means to prevent ruin, while ruin

may be prevented. It muft efpecially be care»

ful not to depart froiii thofe fundamental prin-

ciples on which the military and political fyftem

are eftablifned. The king’s plan for the cam-

paign was determined on; yet, that nothing

'might be negleded, he addrefled his allies, with

every ardour of intreaty and argument, that he

might obtain aid. France was the foie power

from which he had any thing to expedl. T^lie

king expoftulated on the inipoffibility of his

long maintaining a war, the weight of which

all fell upon himfelf. He fummoned the French

N 3 to



P0STHUM©US WORKS,

to fulfil their treaties, literally; and, as the

enemy prepared to invade hrs flates, he prefled

L.ouis XV. to fend him the afliflance which,

in this cafe, he ought to fend ; or to make fome

pofitive diverfion, which fhould procure him

relief.

The French miniftry feemed little affedted by

thefe remonflrances ; but treated them lightly,

and would have the battle of Fontenoy, and

the captures of fome towns in Flanders, to be

underflood as a confiderable diverfion. The

king addreflTed himfelf immediately to Louis

XV. informed him of the little fatisfa(5lion he

derived from the coolnefs of the miniftry of

Verfailles; alleged that he found himfelf in a

difagreeable and difficult fituation, into which

he had been drawn by his friendfhip for the

moft Chrifhian king; that he fuppofed Louis

had obligations to him, for having feconded

his efforts, at the time when the Auftrians were

making a progrefs in Alfatia ; that the battle

of Fontenoy, and the taking of Tournay, were

indeed glorious incidents, perfonally, to the

king, and advantageous to France; but that

with refpecl immediately to Pruflia, a battle

gained on the banks of the Scamander, or the

taking of Pekin, would have been equally eflec-

tual diverfions. The king added that the French

fcarcely
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fcarceijr afforded employment to fix thoufand

Auflrians, in Flanders; and that his prefent

danger would not fuffer him to reft fatisfied with

fine words, but obliged him to demand more

pofitive afliftance. The fimile of Scamander

and Pekin difpleafed the moft Chriftian king;

his ill humour was apparent in his reply to the

king of Pruffia, and the latter, in return, w^as

piqued at the tone of haughty coldnefs> which

charaderifed this letter.

During thefe altercations, fo prejudicial to that

union which ought to fubfift between allies, the

Auftrians were on the eve of beginning their

campaign. Their army, compofed of the troops

of the queen of Hungary and of Saxony, infen-

fibly approached the frontiers of Silefia* The

Auftrians were come from Kdnigfgr^tz and the

environs of Jaromirtz; and the Saxons from

Euntzlau and Koniglhoff. They formed their

jundion at Trautenau, whence they advanced

to Schatzlar. They could not ftop long on the

road, and their motions might be nearly cab

culated. It was therefore time to give general

Winterfeld notice, at Landfbut, to retire, on

the enemy’s approach, and fall back to the

corps of du Moulin ; and to order them both,

afterward, to retreat as far as Schweidnitz ; tak-^

ing care to fpread the news, as artfully as pofli*

N 4 ble,
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ble, of the preparations which were making to

abandon the foot of the mountains, and retire

under the canon of Brellau.

The double fpy, of whom we have before

fpoken, colledled thefe accounts with avidity,

and haftened in perfon to confirm the intelli-

gence he had brought, to prince Charles, of the

retreat of the Pruffians. Stratagem is often fupe-

rior to flrength, in war; but ftratagem fhould

be employed only feldom, left it fhould lofe its

effedt, and only on important occafions. When
the intelligence the enemy receives flatters his

hopes, he is almofl certain of being drawn into

the net that is fpread. As Winterfeld and du

Moulin were a march in advance of the enemy^

they fell back to Schweidnitz, without fuflering

during their retreat.

The army of the king quitted Frankenftein;

and, on the 29th of May, occupied the camp

of Reichenbach; whence it had only a fmall

march to Schweidnitz. It pafled that fortrefs

on the firil of June. The corps of du Moulin

and Winterfeld formed its van-guard, and oc-

cupied the height of Striegau, on this fide the

Striegauer-Wafler. General Naflau, with his

corps, guarded the Nonnen-Bufeh; and the

army encamped in the plain which lies between

Jauernick and Schweidnitz; fo that a fpace of

two
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two miles, between Striegau and Schweidnitz,

was occupied by one almoft; uninterrupted line

of Pruffian troops. This pofition enabled the

king to procure feveral advantages. General

Wallis, who commanded the van-guard of the

enemy, and Nadafty w^ere the firft who appeared

on the heights of Fribourg. Prince Charles had,

entered Silefia by Landlhut; and, purfuing his

march to Reichenau, he thence came to Holien-

Hennerfdorlf. From this camp he could de-

feend into the plain by four roads, thofe of

Fribourg, Hohen-Friedberg, Schwinahaus, and

Cauder.

The king had been to reconnoitre thefe en-

virons, to examine the parts, and the ground

on which he might arrange his army; and he

employed three days in preparing the roads,

that there might be no impediment to flop his

troops, and that they might rufh on the enemy,

when he lliould appear in the plain. This was

all tliat prudence could do, to guard againft

chance. On the 2d of June, the Auftrian and

Saxon generals held a council of war, near the

gibbet of Hohen-Friedb^g. Although, from

that height, they had a view of the whole plain,

they could perceive only fmall corps of the

Prullian army; the greated; part of which was

covered by the Nonnen-Bufeh, and by the

ravines,
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ravines, behind which it was purpofely pkccd>

to keep the enemy ignorant of its ftrength, and

confirm liim in the opinion the country would

afford no rcfiftance.

Prince Charles chofe the village of Langendls

to encamp, on the morrow. Wenzel Wallis

was ordered to feize on the magazine of Schweid-

nitz, with his van-guard, and thence to purfue

the PmfTians to Breflau. The duke of Weiffen-

fels, with his Saxons, was to take Striegau

;

and from thence to march and lay fiege to Glo-

gau. Prince Charles, in this projed;, had for-

gotten that he had to fight an army of feventy

thoufand men, well determined not to retreat a

foot, without having defended the ground to

the lafl extremity. Thus did the defigns of the

Auflrians and Pruflians counterad: each other ;

like contending winds, that aflemble clouds,

the fliock of which produces lightning and

thunder.

The king every day vifited his advanced polls.

On the fecond, he was on a height before the

camp of du Moulin, from which the whole

country was difeovered, as were the heights of

Furflenfhein, and even one end of the Auflrian

camp, near Reichenau. The king remained

here a confiderable time, till he faw a cloud of

duft, riling among the mountains, advancing

6 and
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and defcending into the plain, and, in a fer-

pentine direction, going from Cauder to Fege-

beutel and Ronftock. The dull afterward fet-

tled, and the Auflrian army was diflinftly feen ;

having left the mountains in eight grand co-

lumns. Their right was fupported by the rivu-

let of Striegau, and inclined toward Ronftock

and HaufdorfF. The Saxons, who were on the

left, extended to Pilgrimfhain.

Du Moulin received immediate orders to

raife the camp, at eight in the evening, pafs

the rivulet of Striegau, and take poft on a rock,

before the town, where there is a topaz quarry,

from which it takes its name. The army was

put in motion at eight in the evening, filing off

on the right in two lines, and obferving the ut-

moft filence : the men were even forbidden to

fmoke. The van arrived at midnight near the

bridges of Striegau, where they waited till the

different corps became compadl. On the 4th

of June, at two in the morning, the king affem-

bled the principal officers, to communicate the

order of the battle. This we fhould omit, were

it not that every thing is of confequence, which

relates to a decifive adion. The difpofition was

as follows :

The army muft immediately begin its

march to the right, in two fines ; it muft pafs

the
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the rivulet of Striegau. Let the cavalry put

itfelf in order of battle oppolite the left of

the enemy, toward Pilgrimfhain, and let the

corps of du Moulin cover its right. Let the

right of the infantry form on the left of the

cavalry, oppofite the groves of Ronftock. Let

the left of the cavalry be fupported by the

rivulet of Striegau ; having the town of this

name at a diftance in its rear. Ten fquadrons

of dragoons and twenty huffars that compofe

the referve muft take poll in the rear of the

centre of the fecond line, to be employed

wherever occahon fhall call. Behind each

wing of the cavalry, let a regiment of huffars

form a third line, to guard the rear and the

flank of the cavalry, left the ground fhould
^

become more extenfive, or to aid in purfuit.

The cavalry muft impetuoufly charge the

enemy, fword in hand, and muft make no

‘
^ prifoners during the heat of adion ; its blows

muft be direded at the bead : after over-

‘^throwing and difperling the cavalry it fhall

affail, it is to turn on the infantry of the

enemy, and take it in flank or rear, accord-

ing as occafion fnall require. The Pruflian

infantry is to meet the enemy on a quick

march ; and, if the leaft opportunity offers, to

• attack with the bayonet. Should it be necef-

Ciry
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fary to charge in the ufual mode, it muft not

fire at a diftance of more than a hundred and

fifty paces. Should the generals find fome

village, on the wings or in the front of the

enemy*, which is not garnifiied with troops,

they are to occupy it, within and without,

with infantry that, ihould circumftances per-

mit, muft take the enemy in flank: but no

troops are to be placed either in houfes or

gardens, that there may be no reftraint or

impediment, in the purfuit of the van-

quifhed.’’

The officers having returned, each to his

poft, the whole army began to be in motion.

Scarcely had its head pafTed the rivulet before

du Moulin fent information that, having per-

ceived infantry of the enemy oppofite him, on

an eminence, he had correded his pofition ; that

he had extended it on the right, in order to

form on a height oppofite to the other, and by

which he outwinged the left of the enemy.

The troops he faw were the Saxons ,* who,

having received orders to take Striegau, were

highly aftoniflied to find Pruffians in their pre-

fence. The king haftened to place a battery

of fix twenty-four pounders on mount Topaz;

which was exceedingly ufeful, by the great

Confufion it caufed among the enemy. The

I Saxons
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Saxons advanced with their whole corps, to the

fupport of the van- guard, that was to take

Striegau ; and were received by this cannonade,

which they little expelled. The right wing of

the Pruffian cavalry in the mean time formed

under this battery ; the body-guard joined the

corps of du Moulin, and the left of the wing

ended at the groves of Ronftock.

The Prullians, after two fucceffive charges,

routed the Saxon cavalry, which fled full fpeed

;

and the body-guard hewed down the two bat-

talions of infantry, that had hrffc prefented them*

felves before du Moulin. The Pruffian grena-

diers and the regiment of Anhalt then attacked

the Saxon infantry, in the groves where they

began to form, repulfed them, and diflodged

them from a mound, on which they were en-

deavouring to form anew. From thence they

croffed a pond to charge the fecond line

on a marfliy ground ; and here the battle, more

murderous than the former, was ended with

equal celerity. The Saxons again were obliged

to fly. Their generals rallied fome battalions

in a triangular form, on a height, to cover

their retreat ; but the vidorious Pruffian ca-

valry, of the right, took them in flank ; at the

very moment they were attacked by the Pruffian

infantry from the wood, Kalckftein alfo came

up,
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up, with fome troops of the fecond line, and

greatly outwinged the Saxons. They faw their

extreme danger; and, not waiting to be at-

tacked, prefently took to flight. The Saxons

were thus totally beaten, before the left of the

army was entirely formed. It was a full quarter

of an hour before this left engaged with the

Auftrians.

Intelligence was brought to prince Charles

at HaufdorfF, where he had taken up his quar-

ters, that the firing of artillery and fmall arms

was heard. He was in the belief that this pro-

ceeded from the attack of the Saxons on

Striegau, and paid no attention to the informa-

tion. Word was afterward brought him that

the Saxons were flying, and that they were

feen fcattered over every field ; on which he

haflily drefled himfelf, and ordered the army

to advance. The Auflrians in confequence

flowly marched through the plain, between the

rivulet of Striegau and the groves of Ronftock*

This plain is level, the ditches excepted,

which mark the pofleflions of the country peo-

ple. When the margrave Charles and the

prince of Pruffla came up with the enemy,

they charged fo hotly that the aflailed gave

ground. The Auflrian grenadiers, with great

good fenfe, took ;^dvantage of the ditches we

h^vc
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have mentioned 5 and they might have retreated

according to rule, had not the regiment of

guards twice put them to flight with the bayonet.

The regiment of Haake, that of Severn, and

all thofe expofed to the enemy’s fire, dif- ^

tinguiflied themlelves by a6ts of bravery.

As there were no more enemies on the right,

the king made a quarter wheel, to fall upon

the left flank and the rear of the Auflrians. His

right crofied through the woods and over the

marflies of Ronftock, which when they left, to

attack the enemy, the left of the PrufTians had

already gained confiderable ground. The ca-

valry of this left had been impeded. Kiau had

fcarcely paffed the bridge of the rivulet of

Striegau, with a brigade of ten fquadrons, be-

fore it broke. Kiau tliought proper to attack

the enemy’s cavalry : general Ziethen joined

him, with the referve, overthrew all opponents,

and gave general NafTau, who commanded the

impeded cavalry, fufEcient time to pafs the

ford. No fooner had NafTau formed his wing

than he fell upon the remaining cavalry of the

enemy, which was in his prefence, and put it

to the rout. General Polentz greatly contri-

buted to this fuccefs. He had flipt into tlfe

village of Fegebeutel, from which he fired

upon the Auflrian cavalry ; and fome difcharges.
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which it received in flank, threw it into con-

fufion and prepared its defeat.

General Gefler, who commanded the fecond

line, feeing there were no laurels here to gather,

turned toward the Pruflian infantry ; and, find-

ing the Auftrians in confufion, commanded the

infantry to open and let him pafs ; after which,

forming in three columns, he fell upon the Au-

ftrians with incredible fury, a great number of

whom were maffacred. Twenty-one battalions

of the regiments of Marchal, Graun, Tungen,

Traun, Colowrad, Wurmbrand, and a regi-

ment the name of which we have forgotten, were

made prifoners. There were many killed, yet

the number of the prifoners amounted to four

Choufand. With thefe were taken fixty-fix pair of

colours. An adion fo remarkable, fo glorious,

deferves to be written in letters of gold, in the

annals of Pruffia. One general Schwerin, coufin

to him of JsegerndorfF, and an infinity of

officer’s, whofe number prevents their names

being cited, here acquired immortal fame.

This glorious aftion paffed at the time that the

right of the Pruffians was marching on the

flank of prince Charles, which rendered the

diforder of his troops total. The men all dif-

banded, and fled in the utmoft confufion to-

ward the mountains. The Saxons retired through

VOL. I. PART II. , O Seyf-
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SeyfFerfdorfF. The main battle of the Auftrlan^

efcaped by Kauder, and their wing through

Hohen-Friedberg ; whither, fortunately, Wah-
iis and Nadafty were come, to cover their re-»

treat. The Pruflians purfued them as far as

the heights of Kauderi where they halted to

take fome relle

The amount of the Pruffian trophies on that

day were—Of prifoners, four generals, two

hundred officers, and feven thoufand men. Of

colours, kettle drums, artillery, &c. feventy-lix

pair of colours, feven ftandards, eight pair of

drums, and fixty cannon. The field of battle

was heaped with the fiain. The enemy there

loft four thoufand men, among whom were

fome officers of note. The dead and wounded of

the Pruffian army fcarcely amounted to eighteen

hundred men. Some officers, who on that day

fell facrifices to their country, merit our regret.

Among thefe were general Truchfes, and

colonels Maffow, Schwerin, and Duringi

This was the third, but not the laft, battle

fought to decide to whom Silefia appertained.

When fovereigns play for provinces, the lives

of men are but as counters. Stratagen^ pre-

pared, valour fought, the battle. Had not

prince Charles beej^ deceived by his fpiesj

who were themfelves deceived, he never could
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fo fhupidly have fallen into the fnare that had

been fpread. This confirms the maxim that,

thofe principles fhould never be departed from

which the art of war prefcribes; and that cir-

cumfpedion fhould invariably be attended to,

which obliges all commanders never to fwerve

from rules which their own fafety, and the execu-

tion of their projects, exa6l : even when every

thing favours fuch meditated projeds, the fureft

way is never to fo far defpife the enemy as to fup-

pofe him incapable of refiftance. Chance never

refigns its rights. In this very adion, a miflake

haT nearly become fatal to the Pruffians. At

the beginning of the battle, the king drew ten

battalions from the fecond line, under the com-

mand of lieutenant-general Kalckftein, to rein-

force the corps of du Moulin^ and fent one of

his aid du camps to order the margrave, Charles,

to take the command of the fecond line of in-

fantry, during the abfence of Kalckftein. The
blundering aid du camp told the margrave to

reinforce the fecond line, with his brigade,

which was at the extremity of the left. The
king perceived the miflake in time, and redi-

hed it with promptitude. Had prince Charles

profited by this falfe motion, he might have

taken the left of the Prufiians in flank, which

was not yet fupported by the rivulet of Striegau.

On trifles like thefe do the deftiny of kingdoms

O z and
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and the renown of generals depend. Good or

ill fortune is decided in an inftant. Yet muft

it be confefled, the bravery of the troops who
fought at Friedberg confidered, the ftate ran no

rifk. Not a fingle corps was
. repulfed. Of

fixty-four battalions, twenty -feven only were in

adion, and carried the vi6tory. The world

refls not more fecurely on the fhoulders of Atlas

than Pruffia on fuch an army.

No one ought to be furprifed that the Au-

ftrians were not more hotly purfued. The night

of the 3d ’to the 4th had been employed in

marching to meet the enemy. The battle,

though fhort, was one continued effort. Am-
munition was expended; and ammunition, ftores

and provifions, were all at Schweidnitz : it was

neceflary to bring them to the army. The
rear*guard of prince Charles was compofed of

the corps of Wallis and Nadafty, that had not

been in the adlion : they occupied the heights

of Hohen-Friedberg, to diflodge them from

which would have been rafhnefs. The P ruf-

fians pofleffed the heights of Kauder, but thofe

of Hohen-Friedberg were on their left. It was

not therefore for the imprudence of ardour to

lofe that which wifdom had gained. Du Mou-

lin and Winterfeld were detached, on the mor-

row, to purfue the enemy. They came up

with prince Charles near Landfhut. The prince

did



TH/E HISTORY OF MY OWN TIMES. I97

did not expcd them, ftruck his camp at their

approach, and charged Nadafty to cover his

retreat. Winterfeld attacked the Jatter, put

him to flight, and purfued him to the fron

tiers of Bohemia ; after killing two hundred of

his men, and taking a hundred and thirty pri-

foners. Du Moulin took pod in the very camp

the Auftrians abandoned.

After the vidory, the king recalled Cagnoni,

his envoy at Drefden, Bulau, the envoy of the

king of Poland at Berlin, was obliged to depart;

as was likewife «tlie Saxon refident from Breflau.

The king declared he regarded the invafion of

Silefia by the Saxons as an open rupture.

On the 6th, the army followed the corps of

du Moulin, and marched for Landfliut, When
the king came there, he was furrounded by a

body of two thoufand peafants who afked his

permiflion to malTacre all the catholics of the

country. This animofity arofe from the feverity

of the perfecutions which the proteftants had

fuflered, from the Romifh priefts, during the

reign of Auftria ; when the Lutheran churches

had been taken from them, to beftow on the

catholics. The king, far from granting a re-

queft fo barbarous, told them they ought rather

to conform to the precepts of fcripture ; to

blefs thofe that curfed them, and pray for thofe

by whom they were perfecuted, tp the end that

O 3 they
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they might inherit the kingdom of heaven.

The peafants replied he was in the right, and

defifhed from their cruel requeft.

The van-guard advanced to Starckftadt, where

it heard that the enemy had quitted Trautenau,

and filed off to Jaromirtz : it then took poll at

Scalitz. The main army marched for Fried-

land and Nachod, which were more commo-

dious for fubfiftence^: after which it left the

mountains, and extended along the Metau, a

fmall rivulet, the banks of which arc fteep, and

which, running from Neuffadt, falls into the

Elbe, near Plefs. The Auflirian camp was be-

hind the Elbe, between Schmirgitz and Jaro-

mirtz. Nadafty, with a corps of about fix

thoufand men, feemed inclined to difpute the

paffage of the Metau with the Pruffian van-

guard; but Lehwald drove off the Hungarians,

without lofs of blood, paffed the rivulet, and

encamped, at a quarter of a mile’s diftance, on

the oppofite fide. On the morrow, the van-

guard was reinforced by eleven battalions, and

marched to Caravalhota; whence the king, put-

ting himfelf at its head, pullied forward to

Kdnigfgr^tz, and occupied the ground between

Rufeck, which lies toward the Elbe, and Divetz,

on the Adler. This rivulet runs from the moun-

tains of Glatz, and empties itfelf into the Elbe,

near
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near Konigfgr^tz. The army, under the com-

mand of prince Leopold, encamped a quarter

of a mile in the rear of the van-guard.

Thefe motions obliged prince Charles to ap-

proach Kdnigfgraetz. He pofted himfclf on a

height, at the conflux of the Adler and the

Elbe, and faced the Pruflians. His right waB

fupported by a marfh; his left was bent toward

Pardubitz; and, in the rear, he had a foreft of

two miles extent, which goes toward Holitfch.

This prince, by means of three bridges over

the Adler, had eftabliflied his communication

with Kdnigfgrsetz, where he had a detachment

of eight hundred men. He raifed a redoubt,

before the town, on a fmall height, which de-

fended it from the approach of the Pruflians.

He was not to be attacked in this pofition; and

the king contented himfelf with fending infantry

into the towns of Jaromirtz and Smirgitz, to

maintain the Elbe, by detachments of dragoons,

and huflars, and to fecure and protect his fora-

gers. To view thefe two armies, ranged round

Konigfgr^tz, they would have been fuppofed

but one body, by which the town was befieged.

The van-guard, however, and the main bat-

tle of the Pruflians, were fo advantageoufly

fltuated that they were out of danger, from the

enemy. Some attempt indeed might have been

O 4 made
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made on Konigfgr^etz; and the place might?

poffibly have been taken. But to what purpofe ?

It neither had fortifications nor magazines; and

it mufl have been abandoned, foon or late. It

would therefore only have been to flied blood

to no effect.

Thofe who judge fuperficially might believe

that, under circumftances fo propitious, the king

ought to have changed the plan of the campaign

which he had formed at Neifs; and, with his

good fortune, to have extended his views. But

they would reafon erroneoufly. Silefia had

been faved by the battle of Friedberg: the

enemy was beaten, but not annihilated. This

battle had not levelled the mountains of Bohe-

mia; over which provifions for the army muft

prfs. The provifion chefts had been loft, in

1 744 : and fubfiftence therefore could only ar-

rive at the camp by the aid of the waggons of

the peafants of Silefia. After the depa,rture of the

margrave, from Upper Silefia, the Hyngarians

had furprifed the fortrefs of Cofel, and made

incurfions even into the neighbourhood of

Schweidnitz and Breflau. They might have

come upon the back of the army, and have in-

tercepted its fubfiftence. The king could not

remove above ten or fifteen miles from Schweid-

liitZj whence he could receive provifions only

once
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oncp in five days. Had he carried the war into

Saxony, he muft have abandoned Silefia, to

the difbretion of the Auftrians. Confiderations

fo important induced him to remain firm to his

former plan; th^t is to fay, to eat up the fron-

tiers of Bohemia, that he might prevent the

enemy from wintering there.

The French continued to make fome attempts

pn the king of Poland, offering the Imperial

crown, which he would not obtain in haile, as

a fiait. The only negotiation proper for the

Pruflians was that with England; becaufe that

this latter power, alone, could induce the queen

of Hungary to make peace. The king of Eng-

land was then at Hanover, whither he had

brought lord Harrington. Young count Podo-

wils, who was ambaffador at the Hague, re-

ceived orders to repair to Hanover, and found

the fliore, that he might difcover how lord Har-

rington and the court were difpofed.

As to what regarded the operations of war,

it was refolved to keep footing, as long as pof-

fible, in Bohemia ; carefully to choofe the befl

camps that could be found, that the troops with

which general Nalfau was detached into Upper
Silefia, for the recovery of Cofel, might be but

little expofed, and that every appearance of an

offenfive war might be affeded, in order to awe

the
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the enemy, and conceal the real defign of adl-

]ng on the defenfive.

Nallaii departed, on the 25th of June; with

twelve thoufand men, paffed through Glatz and

Fceichenftein, drove back the Hungarians to

^euftadt, from which he dillodged them with

lofs, ancj afterward advanced to Cofel, where

he made preparations for the fiege. This place

had been taken by the treachery of an officer of

the garrifon, who deferped. The traitor in-

formed the enemy that the moat was not fi-

iiifbed, and that it was fordable at the angle of

a baftion, which he indicated. He paffed the

moat with two thoufand pandours, fcaled the

baftion and took the place. Foris was gover-

nor. There were fome foldiers killed; the re-

mainder, to the number of three hundred and

fifty, were made prjfoners. This happened two

days after the margrave had evacuated Upper

Silefia.

While general Naflau was thus employed,

the king took every care for the fubhftence of

the troops ; for which purpofe he detached his

heavy cavalry toward Opotfchna, which was

half a mile on the left of the two corps of the

Pruffian army. This cavalry every night gavo

the alarm to prince Charles, to prove what

counte-
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countenance he kept, which often was bad

enough, and to confirm him in the opinion that

the king meditated fome grand dehgn, which

he would execute when lead: expeded. The

Auftrians were held in this fufpenfe for more

than a month. The king had a detachment at

Hohenbruch on his left, and the jealoufy with

which this camp infpired the Auftrians made

them fear to be attacked in rear. In reality, the

Pruffians might extendtoReichenau and Hohen-

mauth, and prince Charles would have been

obliged to cover Moravia, frorn which he drew

his provifions. His magazines were eftablifhed

in gradation ; the nearefl was that of Pardubitz

;

the next that of Chrudim ; and further, toward

Moravia, was that of Teutfchbrod. Should

this march be executed, it woiild derange the

whole Auftrian oeconomy, and put the king in

a condition of having his flour from Glatz, in-

ftead of fending to Schweidnitz, which would

have been at an equal diftance.

If the king (hould prefer afting on his right,

he might pafs the Elbe, not far from Smirgitz,

and aifume the camp of Clumetz, which was

good, and exceedingly advantageous. In his

rear would be extenfive plains, which would

fupply forage in abundance; thence he might

diflurb the Auftrians toward Pardubitz; and.
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in fome manner, cut off the communications of

the Saxons with Lufatia, The latter plan was

preferred to the former; efpecially becaufe ofthe

Saxons; the king having received intimation

that count * * meditated an attempt on the

marche of Brandenbourg.

The better to conceal his meaning from the

enemy, the king detached general Winterfeld,

with three thoufand men, to the camp of Rei-

chenau, while the army made a movement to

the right, to pafs the Elbe not far from Jaro-

mirtz, where all the detachments were to re-

unite. The grand army had its right fupported

by a wood, in front of which was an abatis, and

its left by the Elbe, near the village of Nechanitz,

having the advantage of heights and a glacisj^

from one extremity of the camp to the other.

Du Moulin repaired the Metau, with lix bat-

talions and forty fquadrons, and took poll at

Skalitz, to afeertain the communication of pro-

vilions, between Jaromirtz and Neuftadt, where

there was a battalion in garrifon. Perhaps the

firfl project of which we have fpoken would

have been fuperior to this. It has lince been

known that the duke of WeilTcnfels would not

have followed prince Charles, toward the fron-

tiers of Moravia. It is only five miles from

Reichenau to Glatz, and it is ten from Clum to,

Schweidnitz,
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Schweidiiitz, which rendered the tranfportation

of provifions more difficult. But men arc

guilty of errors, and thofe who commit the

lead obtain the greateft advantages. During

the day of the army at Clum, the time was

wholly employed in foraging by both armies,

and in fending out parties to intercept each

other. Among the Audrian officers, colonel

Derchofi only fignalized himfelf, in this war of

ikirmifhes. He made fome captures, which

general Fouquet revenged, by the parties that

he fent from Glatz, on the rear of the Audrian

army, and who vexed them intolerably by the

frequent prizes they made..

There was a detached pod at Schmirfitz,

which praflifed a newdratagem,to intimidate the

Hungarians who came and fired on a redoubt

and a centinel, placed near the bridge of the

Elbe. It is a jocular affair which will give fome

relief to the continued gravity of the fubje<d.

Some centinels having been wounded by pan-

dours, the grenadiers of Kalckdein thought

proper to drefs up a fcare-crow, in a grenadier’s

coat, and to fet it at the place where the cen-

tinel dood. This puppet they moved with

cords, fo that it might be midaken for a man, at

a certain didance. They then hid themfelves in

fome, brambles, near the place. The pandours

came
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came up, and fired; the fcare-crow fell, and

they immediately advanced running. As im-

mediately they were faluted by a hot fire from

the brambles; and the grenadiers, jumping out,

made thofe they had wounded prifoners. After

this the pandours no more molefled the poll.

Let us return to more important objedls.

After the battle of Friedberg, prince Charles

inceffantly importuned the court for reinforce-

ment. Eight regiments were fent him, drawn

from Bavaria, the army on the Rhine, and the

garrifon of Fribourg, which had lately been

exchanged with the French. But, at the very

time that this fuccdur arrived, the duke of

Weiflenfels quitted the Auftrians ; and, inftead

of twenty-four thoufand, left only fix thoufand

Saxons. The following was the reafon of that

retreat. The king had been informed that the

king of Poland was in treaty with the Bavarians,

to pay them a fubfidy, and take fix thoufand of

their troops into his fervice. Thefe men might

have made a difagreeable diverfion into Bran-

denbourg. Ail mode of accommodation with

Saxony was wanting; the only way to reflrain

that power was to keep it in awe. For this

purpofe, the prince of Anhalt affembled his

troops, near Halle. He was reinforced by four

regiments of infantry; and three of cavalry,

I which
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Which Gefler brought from Bohemia. The

Saxons might exped the prince of Anhalt

would a6l offenfively againfl; them, as his corps

was fufficiently ftrong for their fubjedion. A
manifeflo in the mean time appeared, which

declared that the king, having the example of

the queen of Hungary before his eyes, who had

treated the allies and auxiliary troops of the

late emperor as enemies, that is to fay, the

Heflians, the Palatines, and the Prufiians—the

king, I repeat, thought hirnfelf authorifed to

treat, in like manner, the Saxons as enemies^

who were auxiliaries of the queen of Hungary,

and to retort upon them the evil they had

meditated againft the dates of the king. The

arm of the prince of Anhalt was raifed, and he

Was ready toftrike: the figning of the Hanover

convention fufpended the falling blow.

It mud be remembered that the French had

fulfilled no one of the articles of the treaty of

Verfailles; that they refufed the Pruflians every

fuccour; that the retreat of the prince of Conti

renounced the Imperial throne to the fird

comer; and that the French broke all the ties

by which they were united to the princes of

Germany. To thefe reafons another, dill more

forcible, mud be added ; the totally exhauded

date of the finances. The king therefore was

induced
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induced to negotiate for peace. The bafis of

the Hanover convention was the peace of

Breflaii; and king George further engaged to

procure the guarantee of all the powers of

Europe, whenever there fliould be a general

peace. The king of Pruffia, on his part^

promifed to acknowledge the grand duke of

Tufcany for emperor. George, after having

long wavered between his Hanoverian miniftry

and lord Harrington, llgned this treaty on the

22d of September. It then feemed that the

pacification of the empire would immediately

follow the convention of Hanover. But, to

have calmed the paflions of the king of England

was not fufficient, there were enemies more

irreconcileable, who were bent on lowering the

rifing power of the Pruffians. * ^ * at Drefden,

and Bartenftein at Vienna, imagined the mo*

ment was come, and were defirous of profiting

by circumftances which they fuppofed fo favour-

able. The pofieffion of the Imperial crown

again inflated the court of Vienna; and the wifli

to divide the fpoils of an enemy imparted firm-

nefs to that of Drefden,

For the better underftanding of fadls, it will

perhaps be necelTary to relate in what manner

the Imperial dignity reverted to the new houfe

of Auftria. After the peace of FuflTen, count

3 Segur
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Segiir had marched along the Necker to join

the prince of Conti. Bathiani followed him,

and traverfed the empire to unite himfelf with

the duke d’Aremberg, whofe corps was in

quarters at Weilbourg. France ought, at this

inftant, to have made every effort to prevent

fuch a jundion. She remained inadive. The

pretext for war was to hinder the Imperial dig-

nity from returning to the new houfe of Auftria,

France fhould therefore have affembled her

farces in the environs of Frankfort, which would

have rendered her miftrefs of the eledion.

The prince of Conti fliould have been author-^

ized to drive the duke d^Aremberg out of the

neighbourhood of that city ; and particularly

not to fuffer him to join Bathiani, and thus

permit the Auftrians to gain an evident fuperi-

ority over the French. Louis XV. and the

prince of Conti had often affured the king, in

their letters, that they would oppofe the elec-

tion of the grand duke, at the hazard of au

battle. Thefe were fine words. No battle was

fought. The prince of Conti was obliged to

detach fifteen thoufand men to Flanders. Count

Traun had the command of the army of the

empire; and, detaching Bserenklau, ordered

him to pafs tife Rhine at Biberich. The prince

of Conti took the alarm, blew up his bridge of

VOL. I, pARTii. P Afchaffen-
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Afchaffenbourg, broke down that of Hochft^

and retired to Gerau, on the Rhine. The
grand duke repaired in perfon to his army.

Traun paiTed the Maine. Eserenklau defeated

fome free companies of the prince of Conti,

near Oppenheim, after which the French no

longer flood their ground. The prince of

Conti repaired the Rhine, at Germedlieim and

at Rheinturkheim. His baggage was taken

by the enemy, who diflurbed him much on his

retreat. He encamped at Worms, behind the

rivulet of Oflhofen, and retired from thence to

Mauterlladt, where he ended a campaign dur-

ing which the arms of France gained but little

glory.

The retreat of the prince of Conti was the>

hgnal at which the vertigo of the princes of the

empire and their attachment to the houfe of

Auftria broke forth. It is really aflonilhing,

confidering the haughtinefs and defpotifm with

which this houfe had governed Germany, that

flaves fo vile could be found, as willingly to

fubmit their necks to the yoke. Yet was thS

majority of this temper. The king of England

had the whole eledoral college at his difpofition

;

he was mailer of the diet. The ele6lor of

Mayence owed his fortune to the houfe of

Auftria, and was but the interpreter of its will.

By
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By ancient cuftom, the dfean of the eleftoral

college invites the eledtors to the diet of ele(flion.

After the death of ChaHes VII. the eledor of

Mayence performed this office, and fixed the

opening of the diet for the firft of June. The

baron of Erthal, charged with this embafly,

‘came to Prague, and invited the eledor of

Bohemia, as well as the other eledors, which

was in contradidion to the decifion of the lad

diet, by which it had been determined that the

vote of Bohemia fliould be fuffiered tb dumber.

In the beginning of the year 1745^ it had been

feared, both at Vienna and Hanover, that the

army of the 'prince of Conti would prevent the

partifans of the grand duke of Tufcany from

giving their votes at Frankfort : therefore, it

had been in contemplation to choofe the city of

Erfort for the fitting ofithe diet. This likewifc

was contrary to the fundamental laws of the

Germanic body; efpecially to the golden bull.

The weaknefs of France prevented the queen of

Hungary from thus tranfgreffing.

The diet of the empire alTembled at Frank-

fort on the firft of June. France declared againft

the grand duke ; but the army of the prince of

Conti, which was to have fupported this declara-

tion, having difappeared, this was a tacit confef-

fion, on the part of France, of her impotence, by

P ^ which
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which (he alienated the hearts of all her allies.

The envoys of Brandenbourg and the ele(fl:or

Palatine fent a memorial to the diet, in which

they demanded that three points fliould be

examined. I. Whether the fulfrages of the

ambaffadors invited by the eledtor of Mayence

were admiffible ? II. Whether their refpec-

tive princes enjoyed the freedom required by

the golden bull ? III. Whether fome of them

were not deprived of this freedom, either by

promifes or by bribes ?

The firft of thefe queftions related to the

Bohemian ambaflador, who ought not to have

been admitted ; the fecond to the Palatine

ambaflador, whofe fecretary had been carried

off by the Auftrians,^ at the gates of Frankfort

;

and almofl: the whole eledtoral college was in-

cluded in the third. The two envoys concluded

by protefling againft the aflTembly of the diet,

which mufl: be cenfured as illegal till a redrefs

of thefe grievances was obtained, and withdrew

from the diet.

As one falfe ftep leads to another, the Au-

ftrian cabal overlooked all propriety ; and, with-

out any regard to thefe proteftations, it was

determined that the 13th of September fliould

be the day of eleclion. The envoys from Ber-

lin and the eledor Palatine retired to Hanau,

protefling
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protefling againfl this affembly, as illicit and

ichifmatic, the refolutions and ads of which

muft be regarded as null.

The grand duke was eleded on the 1 3th of

September, to the great content of the king of

England and the queen of Hungary. It re-

mained to examine whether it were better the

king fhould purely and limply acknowledge

the new emperor, or come to an open quarrel

with him, by declaring that he would allow

neither the eledion nor the eleded to be legal.

The king kept a juft medium between the two.

He was profoundly filent ; becaufe that, in the

firft place, he could not bring France to ad fo

as to overturn what had been done at Frankfort;

and, in the fecond, to acknowledge the em-

peror, without any neceflity, would have been

to have deprived himfelf of an ad of compla-

cency, which in negotiating for peace might be

of fome value.

The queen of Hungary peaceably enjoyed,

at Frankfort, the fpedacle of that Imperial

crown which fhe had taken fo much trouble to

place on the head of her hufband. To him flie

left the name of emperor ; to herfelf fhe re-

ferved the authority. Nor w^as fhe angry that it

was remarked the duke was but the phantom

of dignity
; and that flae was the eflence. She

P 3 difcQvered
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difcovered her haughdnefs too openly, while

fhe remained at Frankfort
;

princes flie treated

as her fubjefts ; and was even more than im-

polite to prince William of HeiTe. She openly

avowed in converfation, that flie would rather

lofe her under pett;icoat than Silelia. She

owned the king of PruiTia poffefled abilities,

but affirmed they were tarniflied by inconftancy

and injuftice. The fecret emiflaries of the king

had infmuated fome propofals for peace at

Frankfort, which were all rejedl:ed. The for-

titude of the emprefs degenerated fometimes

into obftinacy. She was as a woman intoxicated,

at having recovered the Imperial dignity for her

defendants. Occupied folely by fmiling prof-

pedls of futurity, fhe thought her grandeur

would be degraded, fhould Ihe negotiate with a

prince, whom^ flie accufed of rebellion, as with

an equal.

To this motive of vanity more folid reafons

of ftate were added. From the time of Ferdi-

nand I. the principles of the houfe of Auftria

tended to the eflablifhment of defpotifm, in

Germany. Nothing could be more contrary to

fuch a defign than to fuffer an elector to acquire

too much power ; or to permit a king of Pruffia,

fhrengthened by the fpoils of the emperor

Charles VI. and employing his forces againfb

Auftrian
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Anftrian ambition, to fuftain the liberties of the

Germanic body againft her with too much
efficacy.

Such are the true reafons which prevented

the court of Vienna from acceding to the treaty

of Hanover. Thofe of the king of Poland

were very different. His principal object was

to preferve the crown of Poland in his family;

and, the better to fecure this, he hoped to gain

a communication between Saxony and Poland,

through Silefia, by the war. He was ambitious

of poffeffing the dutchy of Glogau ; or even

more, if more might be obtained ; and

who fuppofed the king of Pruffia at bay, would

not liften to compofition. Thus the hopes,

well or ill founded, of the two courts pre-

vented the convention of Hanover from ripen-

ing into a peace, between thcfe three bel-

ligerent powers.

The king of England however flattered him-

felf that, by continually infilling on the fame

fubjecff, he might finally bring the emprefs and

Augufcus over to his opinion. The affurances

he gave the king of Pruffia of this occalioned

the expedition of Saxony to be fufpended.

Befide, under thefe circurnllances, it would have

been injurious to have embroiled affairs more

than they already were, and to have undertaken

P 4 anew
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^ new war. This moderation, in the conduA of

the Icing, did but ferve to put his enemies to

confufion ; who endeavoured, by calumniating

his proceedings, to draw the hatred of ^11 the

fovcreigns of Europe on his head.

But the meafures which it was wilbed to keep

with Saxony did not prevent him from pufli-

ing the war, vigoroully, againft the emprefs

queen. He, who, with arms in his hand, ima-

gines he can fbften his enemy by forbearance,

deceives himfelf. Vidtory alone can enforce

peace. For this reafon, the operations of NafTau

were haftened. Cofel made but a feeble refift-

ance. He opened the trenches on the fide of

the Lower Oder. Some houfes by accident

caught fire, and this obliged the governor to

furrender, on the 6th of September. General

NafTau here took three thoufand Croats, and

loft only forty-five men at the fiege. After

having revidualled the place, and left a garri-

fon of twelve hundred men, the general and lus

little army marched to Troppau; from which

he fent parties to levy contributions, in fome

circles of Moravia. He had fome fkirmifhes

with the Hungarians, which always ended to his

honour and advantage.

But it is time to return into Bohemia, where

we have left the Prnffian army, at the catnp of

Clum,
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Clum, and the Auftrian at that of Konigfgr^etz.

The enemy twice attempted to force the fmall

town of Neuftadt, where major Tauenzien com-

manded ; but they were on both occafions re-

pulfed, by the bravery of this worthy officer.

This was a very important poll; becaufe it fe-

cured the communication with Silefia. Prince

Charles, who believed himfelf more ftrength-

ened by the fuccours he had received than enfee-

bled by the departure of the Saxons, paffed the

Adler and took the camp which the Pruflians

had quitted, between Kdnigfgrtetz and Cara-

valhota. The Pruffians, in confequence of this,

made a motion: they kept the Elbe in their

front, Schmirfitz on their right, and Jarominz

on their left. Du Moulin guarded his poft at

Skalitz; and general Lehwald occupied the

height of Plefs, at the confluence of the Metau

and the Elbe; fo that the Prufflans held both

thefe rivers.

M. de Valori had taken up his lodgings in

the fuburbs of Jaromirtz. Information was fent

him that he had better enter the town, which

he did not believe. An Auftrian partifan,

pamed Franquini, between whom and the hofl;

of the marquis there was good intelligence, at-

tempted to carry him off. He paflcd through

the granges and gardens ; but, by miftake, he

feized



£i8 posthumous works,

feized the fecretary, inftead of the ambalTadoi^

This fecretary, named d’Arget^ had the wit to

deftroy all his letters, and to affirm he was

Valori, that he might fave his mailer; taking

care not to undeceive Franquini, till the am-

baffiador was no longer in danger.

The pofition of the Pruffian army was not to

be attacked ; for even, if prince Charles would

have attempted the paffage of the Metau, by

the aid of feveral bridges thrown over the Elbe,

the king might come on the enemy’s rear, and

cut him off from Kdnigfgr^etz. Franquini

was the only perfon who occalioned fome un-

cafinefs, concerning provilions. Fie had takers

poll in the foreft vulgarly called the kingdom of

Silva; this wood communicated with the roads

ofBraunau, Starckftadt, and Trautenau; and

from this he fell on the convoys, that came from

Silefia. Each convoy had a little battle to fight;

and it was often neceffary to fend fuccour.

This fatigued the troops : they could only feed

fword in hand.

The emprefs queen however began to be

weary of the war, by which nothing was de-

cided. Preffed by the king of England to

make peace, (lie wiffied at lead once more to

tempt her fortune, before flie threw up her

cards, and feat precife orders to prince Charles

4
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to aft offenfively 5 and, if poflible, to bring the

Pruffians to a battle. To aid him in this im-

portant project, (lie had formed a kind of coun-

cil, Gompofed of the duke d’Aremberg and

prince Lobkowitz, whom fhe fent to the army,

flattering herfelf die had provided againft all ac-

cidents; and that fortune, who had crowned her

Jiufband at Frankfort, would gain her battles in

Bohemia.

It was foon known, in the P ruffian camp,

that d'Arernberg and prince Lobkowitz had

joined prince Charles of Lorraine ; and the in-r

tentions of the emprefs were nearly divined.

Lobkowitz, whofe temper was violent and im-

petuous, would tilt inceffiantly. He every day

lent huflars to Ikirmidi, and often unfeafonably;

and was very angry when Nadady, or Fran-

quini, had received any check. Prince Charles,

who knew the Pruffians, by having aded againft

them during three campaigns, would have pre-

ferred a war of ftratagem to that he was com-

manded to make: he would have been con-

tented to difpute fubfiftence, to have ftowly

confumed his enemy, and to have accumulated

many fmall advantages ; which, united, are equi-

valent to the higheft fuccefs. The duke d’Arem-

berg, impotent from age, was of the opinion of

the laft fpeaker. The two armies were not

above
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above half a cannon (hot diftant from each other.

The king, whofe tent was on an eminence,

every day faw the generals of the enemy come
to reconnoitre his pofition. They might have

been taken for aftronomers, by their obferving

the Prufiians through their long tubes. They

afterward held their deliberations : but nothing

could be undertaken againft a camp which was

too advantageoully fituated, and too ftrong, to

fuffer infult.

The enemy foon after gave the alarm to the

corps of general Lehwald. Fifteen hundred

pandours pafled the Metau, during the night,

and entrenched themfelves on a neighbouring

height to that of the Pruffians. They were to

be followed by a fwarm of light troops, Leh-

wald did not give them time for this ; but,

marching at the head of two battalions, drove

them with the bayonet from their redoubt, took

forty of their men, and purfued them with his

huffars. During their precipitate flight, the

bridge over the Metau broke down, and feve-

ral were drowned. This brave adion of the

general prevented the Auftrians from eflablifli-

ing a communication with Franquini, who pur-

pofed to intercept the convoys coming to the

P ruffian camp.

Prince Lobkowitz did not remain quiet, be-

caufe
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caufe feme of his projects had failed : he con-

tinually formed new ones, and a third time at-

tempted the taking of Neuftadt. The town

was invefled, September 7th, by ten thoufand

men, of which the king was not informed till

the 1 2th. He inftantly fent du Moulin and

Winterfeld to its fuccour. Winterfeld, with

three hundred foot of the regiment of Schwerin,

forced the paflage of a wood, defended by two

thoufand pandours. The Hungarians loft two

cannon, and were driven down a kind of pre-

cipice, which was in their rear. At the ap-

proach of the Pruflians, the liege of Neuftadt

was raifed : the Auftrians repaffed the Metau,

and retired to their camp. Tauenzien, lliutup

in a paltry defencelefs place, the wall of which

was open in many parts, had five days fuftained

a liege, with trenches opened, againft ten thou-

fand enemies; who, the two laft days, had cut

off the canals, which brought water from the

fprings to the city. The walls had been bat-

tered by ten pieces of artillery ; and a confider-

able gap had been made. We have feen towns,

fortified by Vauban and Cdhorn, that propor-

tionably have not held out fo long. It is not

therefore the ftrength of works which defends

fortreffes; but rather the valour and intelligence

of the commander.

The
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The pofl: of Neuftadt could rio longe«»be de-^

fended, fince water was wanting; yet, by aban-

doning it, all regard to the fafety of convoys

would be loft. However, the forage of the

neighbourhood being confumed, it was time to

change lituation, and the walls of the place were

demolifhed. The army pafled the Elbe, near'

Jaromirtz, on the 1 8th of September^ and en-

camped at Kowalkowitz, without any motion

being made by the enemy, in oppofition. It

was neceflary to detach general Polentz from

the camp, with a thoufand horfe and three bat-

talions, to cover the new marche and the Oder,

againft a corps of fix thoufand Ulans, whorh the

king of Poland had raifed, and wiflied to intro-

duce into Saxony, to join his other troops.

The remaining detachments returned to the

army, the left of which was covered by du

Moulin.

Rejoicings were made on that day in the Au-

ftrian army, to celebrate the election Of the

grand duke, the officers of which exulted in the

title of Imperiah Two days were pafled in feaft-

ing, during which wine was not fpared. This

perhaps would have been the moment to attack;,

but the king was defirous not to depart from his

plan. He therefore refolved to march and en-

camp at Staudentz. The road thither led

through
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through a valley, befide which were woods and

hills, that form a part of the foreft of Silva.

Franqiiini was ih ambufcade> near the village

of Liebenthal, on the way the fecond column

was to pafs. Prince Leopold, who led this

column, detached fome battalions, that fur-

rounded the wood, at the fame time that

Malachowfky, at the head of fome hundreds of

hufiars, afcended thefe cragged rocks; and,

aided by the infantry, drove the partifan from

his ambufli. This adion, one of the boideft

cavalry could undertake, was highly glorious

to Malachowlky. Twenty Pruffians were kil-

led, and forty wounded, in this affair.

It was late before the army gained the camp

of Staudentz. Lehwald with his corps occupied

Starckftadt; and du Moulin marched to Trau-

tenau, with his detachment, to cover the con-

voys ftom Siiefia. Thus the Pruffians extended

along the chain of mountains, which lie on the

frontiers of Sileiia, from Trautenau toward

BraunaUi The country was eaten up, and

the enemy could not be able to fubiifi: there

during winter. This formed a barrier, wdiich re-

lieved Siiefia from incurfions, till the approach-

ing fpring. Forage here was always more

fcarce and difficult than in plains, by the diffi-

cult and interfered nature of the ground, which

furrounded
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llirrounded the camp. In order that th^ troops

might not be expofed to affronts, three thoufand

horfe and eight thoufand foot were necelfary for

convoys, and to cover the forage : each bottle

of draw was bought by a fkirmifli. MoratZj^

Trenck, Nadafty, and Franquini, were daily

in the field. It was the fchool of partifans.

Franquini, of all the Auftrian officers, bad

the mod exacd knowledge of the roads which

lead from Bohemia into Silefia. Between Schatz-

lar and Trautenau, he, with four thoufand

pandours, attacked a convoy of flour efcorted

by three hundred foot. Young Mdllendorff, aid

du camp to the king, condu6ted this convoy.

He fudaincd every effort of the enemy, and

took pod in a church-yard which commanded

the defile, where he protedled the waggons and

defended himfelf for three hours, till fuccour

arrived from du Moulin, by which he was en-

tirely relieved. The enemy left forty dead.

The lofs of the efcort was flight; except that

Franquini unyoked and carried off the horfes,

from about thirty of the waggons.

Though thefe are but trifling aflions, yet are

they too honourable to the nation, and to thofe

by whom they were fought, to leave them in

forgetfulnefs, fince they may teach emulation

to poderity. The enemy each new day under-

6 took
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took fome new cnterprife; Enjoying the favour

of the country^ they were informed of the pro-

vifions and ovens of the army which were at

Trautenau, and this information was fufhcient

to induce them to fet fire to the four corners of

this unfortunate town. In lefs than three hours,

the houfes were one heap of cinders. As pre-

caution had been taken to place the cafks of

flour in well-vaulted cellars, there were only

fome baggage waggons loft, which were con-

fumed by the flames. This inhuman adion

was a punifliment to its perpetrators ; for, in-

ftead of gain, the emprefs queen had another

town ruined in Bohemia.

Such attempts were but preludes to what the

court of Vienna, and its generals, had long

been meditating to execute. Prince Charles

faw the Priiflians were preparing to quit Bohe-

mia. He followed, and came and encamped

at Kdnigftaal, that he might obferve them

more nearly. The camp of Staudentz had

not been taken according to all the rules of

art. The king had weakened his army by de-

tachments, and he had not men enough to fill

the fpace he had to guard. General Naffau

was in Upper Silefia; Polentz in the new march

of Brandenbourg ; du Moulin at Trautenau;

who, being obliged to march thither after Fran-

%^0L. I, PART II. quini
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quini had made fomc attempts on Schatzlar,

was there relieved by Lehwald. There only

remained, after all thefc detachments had been

made, eighteen thoufand men in the army the

king commanded; fo that it did hot occupy all

the ground, which the caprice of nature had

defigned for one more numerous. This army

overlooked in certain places the neighbouring

heights; but its right was entirely overlooked

by a hill, which its weaknefs would not permit

it to occupy. Guards of cavalry and corps of

huflars had however been placed on thefe

heights, to maintain them in cafe of need. The

cavalry could not indeed go on reconnoitring

parties for more than half a mile; becaufe of

woods, defiles, and pafTes am.ong the moun-

tains.

In revenge, the enemy daily fent parties of

four and five hundred horfe, who appeared on

all fides of the P ruffian camp, filing off, paffing

and repaffing the foreft of Silva, and drawing

toward Marchendorff, where was the fmall camp

of Franquini. The Auffrian army was not

more than a day’s march from that of the king,

which made him apprehend prince Charles

meant to gain Trautenau before him. To pre-

vent this, by which the enemy would have cut

off his corps from Silefia^ the king determined

to
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to march on the morrow : but firft, to be bec^

ter informed of the motion of the Auftrians, h^

fent a detachment of two thoufand horfe, com-

manded by general Katzler, to reconnoitre the

roads of Arnau and KdniglTaal, with orders to'

make prifoners, and to capture the peafants of

the neighbourhood, that information might be

obtained of what was paffing in the camp of

prince Charles. Katzler advanced with his

corps; and, without knowing it, marched be-

tween two columns of Auftrians, who were fteal-

ing through the forefts, that he might gain no

intelligence of their march. He perceived a

great number of light troops before him, and a

body of cavalry following them, much fuperior

to his own ; on which he immediately retreated,

in good order, and related what he had feen to

the king. . He had feen but littlci

The troops were ordered to march on the

morrow at ten o’clock. On the 30th of Sep-

tember, at four in the morning, while the king

was furrounded by the generals of the day, to

impart to them the difpofition of his march, an^

officer came to give him notice that the grand

'guards, of the right of the camp, had difeo-

vered a long line of cavalry; and that, as far

as they were able to judge by the extent of the

duft, the whole army of the enemy was ap-

0^2 preaching.
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preaching. At the fame moment, fome

cers came to report that various Auftrian corps

began to appear, oppofite the right flank of the

camp. On the receipt of this intelligence, the

troops had orders to take to their arms inflantly;

and the king repaired to the grand guards, that

he might judge for himfelf of his prefent fitua-

tion, and of the part he had to take.

In order to obtain a juft idea of the battle of

Son*, we ftiould have a clear conception of the

ground on which it was fought. The pofition

of the army before the battle was—its right was

fupported by a fmall wood, guarded by a bat-

talion of grenadiers. The village of Burckerf-

dorff was on the right flank, between Prufenitz

and the road to Trautenau, which was not oc-

cupied becaufe it ftands in a bottom, and the

houfes are fcattered. This bottom continued

from- the front to the extremity of the right, and

feparated the camp from a height of a fuperior

kind, which extended from the road of Burck-

erfdorff to Prufenitz, and on which the huffars

and camp guards had been placed. The front

of the army was covered by the village of Stau-

dentz, beyond which was a fucceffion of woods

and hills, that were a part of the kingdom of

Silva, An impradicable ravine fupported the

left of this fmall army. Two roads led from the

2 camp
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camp to Trautenau; the one on the right of

the camp, leaving Burckerfdorff to the left,

paffed through a fmall defile, and afterward led

through a level plain to Trautenau: the other,

from the left of the army, pafTed through a

valley full of defiles, by the village of Ruderf-

dorf, leading to Trautenau rather by paths than

a beaten road.

When the king came to his grand guards, he

faw that the Auflrians began to form, and

judged that it would be more rafh to retreat,

through defiles, in the prefence of an army

which was fo near him, than to attack this army,

notwithftanding his prodigious inferiority of

numbers. Prince Charles had concluded the

king would determine on retreat, and had

taken his difpofitions accordingly. He wiflied

to engage the rear-guard, and he would cer-

tainly have fucceeded. But the king, without

hefitation, refolved to attack ; for it would have

been more glorious to have fallen, felling life

dearly, than to perifli in a retreat, which mufl

affuredly have ended in ignominious flight.

However great the danger of manoeuvring in

prefence of an enemy already formed, the Pruf-

flans, negleding rules, made a quarter wheel

to the right, to prefent a front parallel to that

pfthe foe. This delicate evolution was made

CC3
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with admirable order and celerity ; but the Pruf-

fians prefented only on one line, while the Au-

ftrians were three deep ; and the extending of

their front was obliged to be executed under the

fire of twenty-eight pieces of artillery, play-

ing from two of the enemy’s batteries, and fuf-

fering from numbers of royal grenades, which

they threw among the cavalry. But nothing

could difconcert the P ruffians. No foldier

feemed to fear; no individual forfook his rank.

Still, with whatever diligence this was per-

formed, the right was, for near half an hour,

expofed to the eiwmy’s cannon, bfifore the left

had entirely quitted the camp.

Marfhal Buddenbrock then received orders

to attack the cavalry; which h^ executed with-

out hefitation. The Auflrians ill chofen

their ground. Behind their cavalry was a kind

of precipice; this cavalry was in three lines,

which the narrownefs of the ground would not

admit to be arranged at proper diilances ; there

fcarcely was an interval of twenty p^ces between

each line. They difeharged their carbine?, ac-

cording to cuftom, but had not time to draw

their fwords, being in part driven into the depth

behind them, and in part upon their own in-

fantry. This could not happen otherwife ; for

the firft line, being broken, muft neceffiirily

fall
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fall back upon the fecond, the fecond on the

third, and there was not any fpace wherein

thefe corps, amounting to fifty fquadrons, could

rally and form.

The firft brigade of the Pruffian infantry on

the right, animated by this fuccefs, haftened

to attack the Auftrian batteries, of which we

have fpoken. Twenty-eight cannon, charged

with cafe lliot, in a moment cleared the ranks

of the aflailants and made them fall back. Five

battalions, of which the referve was compofed,

came up very feafonably : thofe who had been

repulfed rallied by their fide; and, with one

common effort, thefe ten battalions carried the

battery. Lieutenant-general Bonin and colonel

Geift; were the prir^cipal leaders ii^ this brave

attack.

A large column of the enemy was then per-

ceived marching from their right, and defeend-

ing frorn the heights, to feize on BurckerfdorlF.

Thefe the king anticipated, by fending a bat-

talion of Kalckftein to the village. The fcat-

tered houfes toward the left were fet on fire, to

cover this battalion : while the infantry of the

left formed in the reaf. This battalion fired by

platoons, on the enemy, as coolly as if on the

parade, and the column retired flying. The
cavalry of the Pruflian right then became ufe*

0.4 left.
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iefs, at the place in which it was. The precis,

pice, dawn which the Auftrians had been

driven, began at the road to Trautenaii; and,

diminifhing as it went, led toward the centre of

the P ruffians, but inclining to the village of

Sorr, which was in the van. The cuiraffiers of

Buddenbrock, and fome huflars, were there-

fore left to follow the infantry, in a fecond line.

The Pruffian, Rottembourg, and Kiau, gen-

darmes, amounting to twenty fquadrons, were

fent to the left of the army, to reinforce that

wing; while the infantry of the right took the

left of the enemy in flank; and, by repeated

advantages, drove it back on the right of the

Imperialifts. The guards in the centre of the

line, led on by prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick,

then attacked a height which the enemy fl;iU

maintained; and, though it was fteep and very

woody, this height was carried. A Angularity

in this a6lion was that the height was defended

by prince Louis of Brunfwick, againft his bro-

ther, prince Ferdinand, wdio diftinguiflied him-^

felf much on this occafion.

The field of battle was alternately heights

and depths, which continually occafioned new

combcits ; for the Auftrians endeavoured to rally

on the heights: but, various times repulfed,

confufion at length became general and retreat
k-

was
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was fucceeded by flight. The whole country

was covered with foldiers without commanders ;

horfe and foot intermingled. While the vido-

rious Pruffians marched with great hafte, in

purfuit of the vanquifhed^ the cuiraffiers of

Bornfttedt, who fought on the left, furround-

ed the regiment of Damnitz and the battalion of

Collowrat, took ten pair of colours, and feven-

teen hundred prifoners. The remainder of the

cavalry, on the left, could not come up with

the Auftrian cavalry, which avoided engaging^

and retired, in tolerable order, into the foreft

of Silva. The king flopped the purfuit at the

village of Sorr, after which the battle was called.

Behind this village is the foreft of Silva, of

which we have made fuch frequent mention,

and into which the enemy muft not be purfued,

for that would have been, unfeafonably and un-

neceffarily, to have rifked the lofs of all that had

been gained; It was quite fufficient that a corps,

of eighteen thoufand men, had beaten an army,

of upwards of forty thoufand : befide that there

was nothing to be gained, by venturing a far-

ther purfuit.

The vi(ftors loft prince Albert of Brunfwick ;

general Blanckenfee ; colonels Bredow, Blanck*

enbourg, Dohna, Ledebour; lieutenant-co-

lonels Lange and Wedel of the guards; and a

thoufand
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thoufand privates. Illuflrious vidlims, who
facrificed their lives fqr the good of the ftate.

The number of wounded were fnppofcd to

amount to two thoufand.

The vangniflied loft twenty-two cannon, ten

pair of colours, two ftandards, thirty officers,

and two thoufand foldiers, who were made

prifoners.

Prince Leopold dffiingiiiffied himfelf on that

day ; and ftill more manhal Buddenbrock and

general Goltz ; who, with twelve fqiiadrons,

conquered fifty. If this battle was not equally

decifive with that of Friedberg, it was beeaufe

of the ground on which it was fought. An
enemy %ing pn a plain muft fuffer confiderable

lofs; but, in a hilly country, he is proteded

from the cavalry, which can m^ake po clofe at«

tacks ; and, however fmall the number of thofe

who rally oq the brink of thefe heights, they

will be fufficient to ftop the purfuit of the vidor.

The plan of this battle, conceived by prince

Charles of Lorraine, or according to others by

Franquini, was excellent and well imagined.

The poft of the Pruffians was without difpute

bad ; they could not be excufed in having neg-

leded their right, and thinking only of their

front, which was in a bottom overlooked by a

height not more than a thoufand paces diftant.

But,
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But, though the Auftrians could projed, they

Wanted the abilities to execute. The following

are the faults they committed.

Prince Charles ought to have formed his

cavalry of the left before the road of Trautenau,

and on the back of the Pruffian camp ; for, by

barring this road, the army of the king would

neither have had ground to form on nor means;

of fupporting its right. The prince might alfo,

on his arrival on the ground, have commanded

that cavalry to attack the Pruffian camp on full

Ipeed. The foldier would then neither have

had time to run to arms, form, nor defend him-

felf ; and vidory mufl: have been certain. It

is faid the duke d’Aremberg had, with his

column, loft his way, during the night; and

that it had formed with its back turned toward

the camp of the king. This is very like the

duke d’Aremberg. And it is further faid that

prince Charles, by this means, loft much time,

which was fpent in repairing the diforder. But,

when the Pruffians firft began to appear in the

field, what then prevented the prince from im-

mediately attacking them with his cavalry ?

His left fliould have defcended from a heignt,

on troops employed in forming, and on others

that were filing off for the field.

The
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The king was found not to have committed

lefs faults than his adverfary. He is particu-

larly reproached with reducing himfelf to the

iiecefhty of fighting, by his ill choice of a pofl

;

inflead of which an able general ought never to

fight, but when he thinks proper. The king,

it is affirmed, ought to have been informed of

the march of the Auftrians. To this he replied

that, the enemy being much fuperior to him in

light troops, he was not able to let the five

hundred hufiars, who only remained after all

the detachments he had made, adventure too

far. But, it is added, he ought not to have

made fo many detachments, and li^ve weakened

himfelf fo much, in face of a fuperior army.

He anfwered that the corps of Gefler and Po-

lentz, gone to join the prince of Anhalt, might

be regarded as equivalent to the Saxons, who

had returned home ; that the detachment of

general Naffau had been neceffary, to dra\t fub-

fiflence from Silefia, which mufi; totally have

failed, had not the Hungarians, who infefted

all that dutchy, been expelled ; that the detachr

ments of du Moulin and Lehwald were indif-

penfable for the paffes of the mountains, which

muft be guarded, or the army would have

rifqued being ftaryed by the enemy. There

were only horfes fufficient to bring, on eacf\

journey;^
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journey, flour enough for five days. Had one

of thefe convoys failed, the army muft have

been without bread and fubfiftence. It is af-

firmed, the king ought rather to have retreated to

Silefia than to have hazarded a battle in Bohemia.

But it was the opinion of the king that a battle

loft in Bohemia was of lefs confequence than

a battle loft in Silefia : befide that a hafty re-

treat muft indubitably have drawn the war into

this dutchy. Add to this that the fubfiftence of

the enemy was confumed, by remaining in Bo-

hemia ; and that his own would have been eaten,

by retiring into Silefia. But we lliall leave the

reader to weigh thefe reafons and determine.

The victory could only be attributed to the

narrownefs of the ground, on which prince

Charles came to attack the king, which deprived

the enemy of every advantage of fuperior num-

bers. The Prufifians could prefent as extenfive

a front as liimfelf; his multitude of foldiers

became ufelels, becaufe that his three lines,

wanting fpace between and prefied one upon

the other, could not combat at their eafe; and,

being once confufed, never could again be

formed. Fortunately for Prufiia, the bravery

of her foldiers repaired the faults of her gene-

ral, and puniihed thofe of her foes.

While
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While the two armies were engaged, th^

Imperial hulTars pillaged the PriifEan camp, the

left and the centre not having had time to ftrike

their tents. Nadafty and Trenck profited by

this. The king ahd many officers there lofl: all

their baggage. The king’s fecretaries even

were taken i they had the prefence of mind to

tear all their papers. But wherefore fiiould fuch

trifles be remembered, when the mind is oc-

cupied by greater and more interefting objedls,

the glory and fafety of the ftate, in prefence of

which every other ought to keep filence ?

Lehwald, attracted by the report of the battle,

came up in time to fave the baggage of the right,

and put an end to the fearful cruelties, which the

turbulent and undifeiplined Hungarian troops

exercifed, on fome of the fick, and on the

women who had remained in the camp. Hu-

manity revolts at fuch adions, which load

thofe who commit or thofe who tolerate them

with infamy. It mufl: be faid, in praife,, of the

Pruflian foldier, that he is brave without being

(duel ; and that he has often been feen to give

proofs of a greatnefs of mind, not to be expeded

from people of low condition.

Poflierity perhaps will be furprifed that an

army, vidorious in two regular battles, Ihould

retire before the vanquifhed, and gather no fruit

after
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alter fuch triumphs. The mountains which

furround Bohemia, the defiles which divide it

from Silefia, the difficulty of providing fubfift-

cnce, the fuperiority of the enemy in light

troops, and finally the enfeebled ftate of the

army, will afford a folution to this problem.

Had the king endeavoured to eftablifh his win*

ter quarters in this kingdom, the following are

the difficulties he mufl have encountered. The

whole country was entirely foraged. Few towns

are to be met with in thefe parts; and thole are

fmall, and mofl of them have bad walls ; the

foldiers therefore for their own fafety mufl have

been huddled together, and the army would

have been ruined by epidemic difeafes. There

were fcarcely waggons enough for the flour

;

how then might any have been found to have

brought forage for the cavalry ? Whereas, by

quitting Bohemia, the king could remount,

recruit, and equip, his troops
;

procure them

abundance, give them repofe, and thus make

them ufefLil, if neceifary, for the approaching

Ipring. Befide which, it appeared probable

that, hearing of the battle of Sorr, the emprefs

queen would have been more difpofed, than

formerly, to accede to the treaty of Hanover.

After having for honour^s fake encamped five

days on the field of battle, the king, withdrew

I with
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with his troops to Trautenau. Prince Charles

was ftill at Ertina, ready to return to Konigf-

gr^etz, on hearing of the approach of the Pruf-

lians. Intelligence was brought to this camp

that general Naffau had, on the day of the

battle of Soir, beaten a body of Hungarians,

near Leobfehutz, and had taken a hundred and

feventy prifoners. General Fouquet alfo had

found means to carry off four hundred huffars,

between Grulich and Habelfchwerdt, who were

taken to Glatz. Warneri, who was at Land-

ihut, with three hundred horfe, having heard

that a new Hungarian regiment, belonging to

Leopold Palfy, had marched to Bohmifeh-

Friedland, intercepted, furprifed them, and

brought in a hundred and forty privates and

eight officers, prifoners. But, as misfortune

often is mingled with happinefs, Chazot, of the

corps of du Moulin, was not fo lucky, in his

attempt on Marchendorff, but was attacked and

beaten by the enemy, and loft eighty men.

After the army had eaten up all the fubfift-

ence, in the neighbourhood of Trautenau, it

prepared to return into Silefia, and took the

road to Schatzlar. Of all the paffes and defiles

of Bohemia, the word; are upon this road.

Whether advancing or retreating, every poffi-

ble precaution muft be taken, to conduct troops

with
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with fafety. The fmall rivulet of Trautenbach

ran in a parallel line> behind the camp of the

king, on the other fide of whith were rocks and

forefts. The baggage, on the 14th of Odober,

was fent before, under a good efcort, in order

to facilitate the march. Fifteen battalions were

pofted on the hills, to proted the retreat of the

army, and afterward to become its rear-guard*

The army decamped on the i6th, and marched

in two columns. Prince Leopold, who led that

of the left, palling by Trautenbach, arrived in

Silelia without having met a foe. The column

of the right, under the condud of the king, was

preceded by the cavalry : the infantry palled the

rivulet before that Franquini, Nadafty, Moratz,

&c. were informed of the march of the Pruf-

fians. They afterward haftened with feven or

eight thoufand men. Though all the heights

were fupplied with infantry, the progrefs of the

march obliged the rear-guard to quit them

fuccelTively, and the pandours, profiting by

thefe fame abandoned heights, fired on this

rear-guard. The Ikirmifliing continued from

eight in the morning till fix in the evening :

they killed a captain and thirty men, and

wounded about eighty. The corps of du Mou-
lin had been employed to cover the lafl: defile,

which leads to Schatzlar, through a valley.

VOL. I- PART n. Pv This
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This corps flopped the progrefs of the enemy,

who fulfered a lofs of three hundred men, in

an attack made by the cavalry, to which the

fmall plain of Schatzlar gave occafion. The
enemy then drew off, and du Moulin, filing to

the right, palTed by the Rehberge (deer hills),

and entered the camp, by the route which the

king had prepared.

The army remained at Schatzlar till the 19th,

when it marched and encamped at Liebau, on

the territories of Silefia. The corps of du Mou-
lin was employed to form a line, along the

frontiers. The remainder of the army entered

into quarters of cantonment, between Ronftock

and Schweidnitz, where it might affemble in

fix hours, and where it ftill was at its eafe, be-

caufe of the numerous towns and villages which

are in that flourifhing country. Here the king

waited the difperfing of the Auflrian army, be-

fore he went into winter quarters.

General Naffau, who defired to fix his quar-

ters in Upper Silefia, furprifed a Hungarian

corps at Haflehim, and drove marfhal Eflerhazi

from Oderberg. The huffars of Wartenberg,

who were of this corps, diftinguiflied themfelves,

vanquifhed the dragoons of Gotha, took a

flandard, and made a hundred and eleven pri-

foners. The general after this marched to Po-

nuba.
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liuba, and the Hungarians fled to Tefchen, and

from thence to Jablunka.

General Foilquet, dehfous of not remaining

idle at Glatz, took two hundred huflars, who

had imprudently fhut themfelves up in Nachod»

This able general gave proofs of genius and

capacity, during the whole courfe of the war.

We fhall only further fay that forty parties, who

made fallies from his garrifon, during this cam-

paign, captured more than eight hundred of the

enemy.

On the 24th of Oclober, the king was in-

formed that prince Charles had divided his

army into three columns. He imagined this

was for the purpofe of afterward extending

them, becaufe the feafon for military operations

was over, and left the command of the troops

to prince Leopold, enjoining him not to feparate

them further, till he fhould receive his, the

king’s, orders ; after which he departed for

Berlin, where his prefence was become necef*

fary ; as well to reanimate the negotiations,

which began to grow languid, as to find fup-

plies for the enfuing campaign, fliould peace

not be concluded during winter.

R2 CHAP.
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CHAP. XIV.

Rehellion in Scotland^ which occafions the King of

England to quit, Hanover, and the Negotiations

for Peace to Jlacken. Beftgn of the Auftrians and

Saxons on Brandenburg difcovered. Contradic-

tions in the Advice of the Miniftry. Plans for

the Cafnpaign, ^e Prince of Anhalt affemUes

his Army at Halle, ^he King departsfor Silefia,

Expedition of Lufatia. The Prince of Anhalt

marches to Meijfen. Battle of Kejfeldjorf.

Taking of Drefden. Negotiation and Conclufion

of the Peace,

Had the negotiations of the Pruffians,

during the year 1745, been as fuccefsful

as their arms, they and their enemies would

have equally been fpared a ufelefs efFufion of

blood ; and peace would have been fooner con-

cluded. But various unexpedted incidents ren-

dered the good intentions of the king inelfedlual.

Scarcely had the king of England (igned, al-

moft againft his will, the convention of Hanover

before the rebellion of Scotland broke out, and

he was obliged to be more expeditious than he

defired, on his return to London. The young

foil
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ion of the pretender palTed fecretly over to Scot-

land, accompanied by fome confidential per-

fons, and concealed himfelf-in one of the north-

ern iflands on the coaft, to give his partifans

time to afiemble, and arm their tenants, raife

the Highlanders, and form a militia, which had

at lead the appearance of an army.

By this diverfion, France armed England

againfl; England ; and a boy, landing in Scot-

land without troops and without fuccour, obliged

king George to recal his Englifhmen, who de-

fended Flanders, to fupport his tottering throne,

France aded prudently in this plan, and to

this diverfion fhe owed all the conquefls fhe

made, as well in Flanders as in Brabant.

The king of England and his minifters at firfl:

defpifed the youthful Edward, his feeble party,

and the rifing rebellion. It was called the fally

of a Jacobite prieft (cardinal Tencin) at Lon-

don, and the knight-errantry of a rafh boy.

This rafh boy however beat general Cope, who

had been fent againfl Irim by government,

with all the forces that could be haftily afTem-

bled. The king was roufed by this check,

which taught hirti that a fpark may prefently

become a conflagration, in an ariflocratical go-

vernment. The affairs of Scotland employed

the whole attention of his council ; foreign bufi-

R 3 nefs
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nefs was fuffered to languifli. The allies of

England, thinking this nation at the laft gafp,

no longer held her in the fame refped. Unfor-

tunately, too, the Hanover convention began

to be known ; it had been talked of by the Au-

ftrians and the Saxons, and this might have

produced a bad effect on the French, who were

the only allies of Pruflia. Thus it happened

that the diverfion of the pretender in Scotland

became favourable to the queen of Hungary

;

for it procured her the liberty of making her

laft efforts againft the king of Pruflia, in defpite

* of the king of England, whofe advice was then

contemned at Vienna.

The king, being at Berlin, exhaufted every

expedient to find fupplies, which might em-

power him to continue the war. The revenues

of Silefia were not received as in time of peace ;

two thirds of them had failed : refources there-

fore muft be fought for, and were very difficult

of difcovery. The embarraffment was great,

and the dangers with which the ftate was

threatened, by the foe, ftill much greater. The

king was informed of thefe by the following

means.

After the marriage of the heir eledive to the

throne of Sweden with princefs Ulrica, the

king’s After, the Swedes were in part inclined

to
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to the intereft of Pruffia. Meflieurs Rudenf-

child and Wolfenftirna, the Swedifli ambafla-

dors, one at the court of Berlin the other at

Drefden, were perfonally and particularly at-

tached to the king. Wolfenftirna was well re-

ceived in the houfe of * * where he made one

at the minifter’s card parties. * was not fo

circumfpedt in his prefence as a firft minifter,

the depofitary of his mailer’s fecrets, ought

generally to be with the whole world. Wol-

fenftirna eafily difcovered that the plan of the

courts of Vienna and Drefden was to fend the

army of prince Charles into Saxony ; where^^

joined by the Saxon troops, it was to march

during the depth of winter immediately to Ber-

lin. He imparted this difcovery to Rudenf-

child, by whom the king was informed of it, on

the 8 th of November, the very day on which

the trophies of Friedberg and Sorr were hung up

in the churches. Rudenfchild added that this

proje6l had been formed by * corred:ed by

Bartenftein, amplified by Rutowfky, and fent

by Saul to Frankfort, to the queen of Hungary ;

that * was convinced Pruffia would be

crufhed by this blow, and that it was this firm

hope which had prevented the courts of Vienna

and Drefden from inclining to the pacific fenti-

ments of the king of England ; that, further, the

R 4 fpoils
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fpoils of Pruffia were fo divided as that the king

of Poland was to have the bifhoprics of Mag-

debourg and of Halberftadt, with Halle and its

territory; and that the emprefs queen was to

recover Silefia. He further informed the king

of the caufe of the hatred which bore

him ; which was that he had been enraged at

the manifefto which the king had publiflied,

and particularly by the following paflages.

While ads of fuch horror were committed

in Silefra, and Fleaven, the juft avenger of

crimes^ was pleafed fo openly to puniili them,

^iby misfortunes fo remarkable and fo fevere,

it was frigidly afferted, at Drefden, that Sax-

ony was not at war with Pruffia ; and that the,

duke of Weiffienfels and the troops under his

command had not attacked the hereditary

ftates of the king, but only his new acquiii-

tions. The miniftry of Drefden gave vent

to reafoning fo captious ; as if fcholaftic

diflindions were motives fufiiciently power-

ful to juftify the illegality of its procedure/*

.And by the next— This might have ap-

peared at length to have put the moderation

and patience of the king beyond all bounds

;

but his majelly, taking pity on a neighbouring

people, innocent of the offences he has re-

ceived, and knowing the miferies and inevita-

bk
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ble defolations which are canfed by war, con«

tinned to fufpend the jnft efFeds of his refent-

ment, that he might tempt new modes o.f

accommodation, with the court of Drefden.

There is reafon to prefume that, after the

repeated and lafl: refufals which he has fo re-

cently received, the confidence of the king

of Poland has been enfnared, by the un-

worthy perfidy of his minifters. The moft

pathetic remonftrances, and offers the mofc

advantageous, prodigal as they were, were

ineffeduah”

It muft be confeffed that ^ * was warmly-

attacked in thefe paffages, which could not be

miftaken by any perfon ; for the minifters, in-

cluded in the plural, were rather his clerks than

his equals. The report too had the greater ap-

pearance of truth, becaufe that the king knew

the charader of count and the haughti-

nefs of the emprefs queen. If the projed of

the Saxons was dangerous to Pruflia, it was not

lefs hazardous to themfelves : but the paflions,

and particularly that of revenge, fo cloud the

underftanding of man that, in the hope of grati-

fying thefe, he is capable of every raftinefs.

The violence of the crifis demanded a prompt

remedy. The army of the prince of Anhalt

received orders to alfemble incontinently at

Halle

;
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Halle ; and, as decifive meafures were necef-

fary, the king believed that, without any thing

derogatory to his own authority, he might af-

femble a council, litlen to the voice of experi-

ence, and follow whatever fage advice might be

given, by thofe whom he confuked. Whoever

takes charge of the intereft of a nation ought to

negled nothing for the fafety of that nation.

The prince of Anhalt was one of the brft to

whom the king difclofed the projed: of * *

This prince was one of thofe men whofe felf

opinion is of that kind as to induce them always

to give a negative, when others affirm. He
feemed to pity the eafe with which this accufa-

tion againft * * * was credited. He faid it

was little probable that a miniiler of the king of

Poland, and a Saxon by birth, would in fport

draw four armies into the flates of his maker,

and expole them to inevitable ruin. The king

Ihewed him a letter, which faid that, in two

days, general Grune would arrive with his corps

at Gera, to join the Saxons at Leiplic; and

produced different letters from Silefia, all of

which related that the Saxons were amaffmg

large magazines in Lufatia, for the troops of

princes Charles, which foon were expeded

there. His majelly concluded by telling him

that he fhould conhde to him the commrend of

the
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the army, which was aflembling at Halle. The

prince perfifted in his incredulity. However,

it was vifible on his countenance, that he was

pleafed to behold himfelf at the head of an army,

that might fupply him with the means of re-

novating his former fame.

Count Podewils entered a moment after, and

the king found him equally incredulous with

the prince of Anhalt. But his incredulity was

not the fpirit of contradidlion, but of timidity.

This minifter had fome money, plated in the

flocks at Leipfic, which he feared to lofe. In-

corruptible in other refpedls, his weaknefs

would not fuffer him to entertain an idea of a

rupture with Saxony. It was a difagreeable

fubje6l ; and, thinking others as fearful as him-

felf, he fuppofed incapable of fo bold a

proje6l. In this excellent council, the falfity or

verity of the fadl was difculTed ; but no one

thought of anticipating the evil which was pre-

paring. The king was obliged to enforce his

authority, to induce the prince of Anhalt to

make the neceffary difpofitions, for the fubfift-

ence of the army at Halle ; and to oblige count

Podewils to prepare difpatches for foreign courts,

by which they might be informed of the plots of

Saxony, and of the refolution of the king to

prevent their elfeds.

As
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As if there were not yet difficulties enough?

additional ones were added. The Ruffian en-

voy came and declared to the king, in the name

of the ernprefs, that the latter hoped the king

would abftain from attacking the eledlorate of

Saxony; becaufe that fuch a ftep would oblige

her to fend her contingent to the king of Poland,

as had been ftipulated in her treaty of alliance.

The king replied that it was the intention of his

majefty to live in peace with all his neighbours;

but that, fhould any one of them hatch defigns

pernicious to his own ftates, there was no power

in Europe which fhould prevent him from de-

fending himfelf, and confounding his foes.

Every letter from Saxony and Silefia con-

firmed the intelligence of Rudenfchild. In

order to be better informed of the motions of

prince Charles, the king alfembled a mixt corps

of cavalry, infantry, and huflars; at the head

of which Winterfeld advanced toward Fried-

land, on the frontiers of Bohemia and Lufatia,

with orders, if prince Charles entered Lufatia,

to march befide him on the banks of the Queis?

which runs on the frontiers of Silefia. The pur-

pofe of the king was to fall on the Saxons on

two fides at once. The army of Silefia was to

ad: againft that of prince Charles ; and, if pof-

4 fible.
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fible, furprife it in its cantonments in Lufatia *

or give battle, to drive it back into Bohemia.

During this danger, which kept the whole

city of Berlin in alarm, the king put on the beft

countenance he could, that the fpirits of the peo-

ple might not be fuffered to droop. His refolu-

tion was taken. The declaration of the Ruffians

gave him no uneafinefs, for Ruffia could not a6l

in lefs than fix months; and the deftiny of Pruffia

and of Saxony mufl be decided in much lefs

time. Things were at that extremity that he

could only vanquifh or fall. The king feared

the incredulity anck tardinefs of the prince of

Anhalt ; and left the corps of Grune, which,

amounted to feven thoufand effedive men,

fhould march immediately to Berlin. In order

to fecure the capital as effedually as poffible,

general Haake was left there, with a garrifon

of five thoufand men; but, as the city was two

miles in circumference, it was impoffibie he

fhould defend it; he was therefore to march,

meet, and fight the enemy, on his approach.

This,’ in reality, was an infufficient precaution,

but there were no means of taking any better.

Arrangements were made, in cafe of misfor-

tune, to remove the royal family, archives,

public offices, and fupreme councils, to Stetin,

as to an afylum, fhould fortune forfake the

P ruffian
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Pruffian arms. The king further wrote a pa-

thetic letter to the king of France; in which he
gave an afFeding pidure of his fituation, and

inftantly demanded the fuccour flipulated by
treaty.

It would be difficult to divine from what

motive the prince of Anhalt endeavoured to

perfuade the king not to take the command of

the army of Silefia. He carried his importu-

nate remonftrances fo far that, at laft^ the king

told him he was determined to put himfelf at

the head of his forces, and that, when the prince

of Anhalt fhould maintain an army, he might

give the command of it to whonlfoever he

thought proper. After this, the prince was

obliged to repair to Halle, and the king de-

parted for Silefia on the 14th of November,

leaving Berlin in confternation, Saxony in hope,

and all Europe in expedation of the events of

this winter campaign.

On the 15th, the king arrived at Lignitz.

Here he found prince Leopold and general

Goltz, who had the infpedion of the provifions.

Letters, received from general Winterfeld, in-

formed him that fix thoufand Saxons, com-

pofing the van-guard of prince Charles, had

entered Lufatia by Zirtau, and that the Aii-

ilrians were preparing to follow. Prince Leo-

7
pold
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pold was informed of all the operations the king

had projeded. The army of Silefia contained

thirty thoufand efFedive men, veteran and

chofen troops, accuftomed to conquer, reco-

vered from fatigue by four weeks reft, and

prompt to encounter difficulties the moft dan-

gerous.

Sorqe neceflary precautions however were to

be taken, before Silefia might be quitted. The

town of Schweidnitz muft not be abandoned;

for it contained magazines, and was not at that

time fortified. General Naflau therefore muft

quit Upper Silefia, and march toward Land-

fliut, to oppofe the corps under Hohenems,

who had received orders, from his court, to

make an incurfion into Lower Silefia, on the

fide of Hirfchberg. The fituation of the king

was fomewhat fimilar to that in which he faw

himfelf before the battle of Hohen-Friedberg,

and he had recourfe to fimilar ftratagems, to

entangle the enemy in fimilar fnares. He af-

feded fcrupuloufty to refped the frontiers of

Saxony, and to place his whole attention on

gaining Croften before prince Charles. To
ftrengthen this opinion, Winterfeld puniflied

fome huflars, who had committed diforders in

Lufatia. The roads to Croften were prepared,

and provifions were colleded on the route, fo

that
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that the country people, whom it is always

necelTary firfl: to deceive, were fully perfuaded

the king had no other objed in view. Win-

terfeld had lately occupied Naumbourg on the

Queis, and gave out that he was there only to

watch the enemy, as he marched befide that

river, and to arrive firft at Croflen.

Prince Charles, who entertained the flatter-

ing idea that the P ruffians were peacefully at re-

pofe in their winter quarters, that they were

difeouraged alfo, and that he had nothing to

fear but a body of three thoufand men, forming

a corps of obfervation, flumbered in this dan-

gerous fecurity, and the fame ftratagem a fecond

time fucceeded. So true is it that fufpicion is

the mother of fafety ; and that a wife general

ought never to defpife his enemy, but watch

his motions, that they may ferve to guide him

in all his operations.

That he might prevent, as much as poffible,

the Auftrians from receiving information of the

movements of the army, the king had three

rivers which were in his front lined ; the Queis

by Winterfeld; theNeiffie by fome light troops;

and the Bober by other detachments. Who-

ever came from Lufatia had free paffage; but

an interdiftion was laid on all thofe who wiflied

to crofs the rivers to go into Saxony, By thefe

means
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nieans he procured intelligence for himfelf, and

robbed the enemy of information. The news he

heard of the latter was the caufe that the army

prefently advanced, and was cantoned on the

Queis.

The king fixed his quarters Holftein; this

was on the 2 2d of Novernber; and he was but

a mile from Naumbourg. Four bridges were

thrown over the river, that it might be haftily

paffed, in four columns. The' intent of the

king was to let the Imperialifls pafs him; then

to take them in the rear; cut off their provifioris,

and thus force them either to fight or ignomi-

nioufly to fly, toward the frontiers of Bohemia.

But, to follow a plan which had been once

adopted, it was neceffary to abftain from fend-

ing parties into Lufatia; and intelligence was

to be obtained only by fpies, which is nevdr fo

certain as that brought by the troops. The ex^

pedition was likewife of fo important a nature

that fafety mufh be preferred to fame.

General Winterfeld, to whom tlie king had

imparted all his projedts, informed the latter

that the enemy advanced by cantonments; but

that they fpread fo far that their left was at

Lauban, and their right at Gdiiitz. He added

that, according to the news the fpies brought,

they would march on the morrow, and that the

VOL. i 6 PART II. S moment
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moment for adion was come. Hearing

the army marched in four columns, on the 23d,

each of which was led by a lieutenant-general.

The rendezvous of thefe columns was at Naum-

bourg, and here the king gave them their laft

inftrudions. A fog rofe in the morning, which

was favourable; for it hid every motion of the

army from the enemy. There is a ftone bridge

over the Queis, at Naumbourg, befide which

were two fords for the cavalry; and a bridge

was haftily thrown over for the fecond column

of infantry. Thefe arrangements made, the

generals who led the columns repaired to Naum-

bourg, and there received orders immediately to

pafs the Queis. They all had guides appoint-

ed, to condud: them to Catholifeh Hennerfdorf

;

and they were commanded mutually to fuccour

each other, according as the column, which

fiiould fall on the quarters of the enemy, might

have need of cavalry, or infantry, to infure fuc-

cefs; for exad information was wanting, con-

cerning the places where the army of prince

Charles was cantoned, in order to make a more

accurate difpofition.

The fog^ difperfed at the moment that the co-

lumns had paired the Queis. The right and the

left were the cavalry; the two central columns the

infantry; each of thefe was preceded by a re-

giment
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'ginaerrt of hulTars, to give timely information,

to the generals, of what was paffing in their

front. The king was at the head of the firft

column of infantry. A miller's man v/as the

guide of this, who led it to a marfh, where

cattle feed, in fummer, but which, after the

rainy feafori, was fcafcely fit for the march of

troops. There was fome difficulty in extricat-

ing the men from this marfh; but, after con-

liderable fearch, a road was found, which was

pradicable, and which led befide a wood.

While the troops were filing off, the huffars

of Ziethen came to the village of Catholifch

Hennerfdorf, and fent advice that it contained

two battalions and fix fquadrons of Saxons,

They added, they would afford the enemy fuf-

hcient amufement to give the column time to

come up. Two regiments of cuirafliers, of the

fourth column, which was the neareft, were im-

mediately ordered to advance; and Rochow

led on the regiments of Gefler and Bornftsdt.

Thefe Polentz was commanded to fuflain, with

three battalions of grenadiers. It was the be-

fore-mentioned marfh, which was thought im-

pradicable, that had deceived the Saxons.

They had kept no guard on that fide; which

was the reafon of their being furprifed. The
village of Hennerfdorf is half a mile long.

S 2 The
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The adion began at four o’clock, toward the

eaftern part, and ended at fix, at the weftern

end. Polentz took the Saxons in the rear;

Rochow attacked them in front; and Winter*

feld in flank. The regiments of Gotha and

Dalwitz, iand the greateft part of that of Obirn,

were made prifoners : among thefe were gene-

ral Dalwitz, colonel Obirn, and thirty officers.

The lofs of the Saxons amounted to fix cannon,

eleven hundred men, two pair of kettle drums,

two ilandards, and three pair of colours. Their

baggage was divided among the huflTars, who

well had merited this trifling reward.

The army encamped at Catholifch Hennerf-

dorf, and the men were informed that, if they

were obliged to endure fatigue for fome few

days, it was but to fpare them future battles.

Though half of the army wanted tents, and

feveral regiments had only linen breeches, they

ail yielded, with a good grace, to that which

they faw neceffity exaded. This fortunate com-

mencement prognofticated that prince Charles

would not witliftand the Pruffians. It was pro-

pofed to profit by the confternation which the

carrying of one of his quarters miift occafion in

his army, and immmediately to march on his

heels, that he might not have time to recover.

On the morrow, the 24th, the day was fo dim

and
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and the fog fo thick that the army was obliged

to advance with great precaution. It encamped

behind the village of Leopoldfhain ; and^ for

the greater fecurity, fifteen battalions were

placed in this village. The fcouts brought in-

telligence that the enemy every where was re-

tiring; that the roads were firewed with wag-

gons without horfes, baggage overthrown, pow-

der carts abandoned, and, in a word, every

thing that could atteft flight. The deferters,

who arrived in great nurnbers, faid that confu^

lion was fpread among their troops; becaufe

that, for the two lad days, twenty different or

contradidlory orders had been iflued.

Early on the morning of the 25th, advice

was received that prince Charles had alfembled

his army at Schonfeld, a league diftant from the

camp of the king. • The weather was fine; the

king did not hefitate, and he immediately began

his march, intending to attack the enemy, As

he approached Gdrlitz, his parties reported that

the enemy had fecretly decamped, and had

taken the road to Zittau. The Pruflian army

encamped near Gdrlitz, which capitulated. Sixty

officers and two hundred and fifty men were

there made prifoners of war. Some of the officers

were^fick; and fome, who had been wounded

^t Catholifch Hennerfdprf, had found means

? 3 w
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to efcape. There was a magazine at GorKtz^

which was of great utility to this expedition.

On the a6th, the army further advanced to

the convent of Radomiritz, and the troops were

put into ^cantonments. Bonin and Winterfeld

were commai^ied to march befide a fmall

river, named the Neiflcj withfeventy fquadrons

and ten battalions. This, manoeuvre, which

threatened to cut off the enemy from Zittau,

caufed prince Charles to abandon his camp at

Oftritz, to gain Zittaq before the Pruffians..

As his retreat was precipitate, the Pruflian huf-

fars made conGderable prizes on the Auftriau

baggage.

On the 27th, the king advanced to Oftrite,

and fent Winterfeld to Zittau. The rear-guard

of prince Charles was then filing through that

town. Winterfeld attacked it, and took three

hundred and fifty prifoners. The Auflrians

lofl all their baggage, and fet fire to their own

waggons, that they might not fall into the

hands of their purfucrs.

This expedition only continued five days.

The Auflrians lofl their magazines and bag-

gage, and returned into Bohemia, weakened

by five thoufand men. Ten battalions and

twenty fquadrons were left in the neighbour-

hood of Zittau, to guard that important pofl;

and
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and Winterfeld was obliged to return into Silefia,

with five battalions and five fquadrons, to fall

on the flanks of Hohenems, while NaflTau pre-

pared to attack him in front. This expedition

was fo fortunate that, in lefs than twenty-four

hours, there were no more Auftrians in Silefia.

The dragoons of Philibert were defeated by the

huflTars of Wartenberg; and Hohenems did not

yield to prince Charles, either in the prompti-

tude of his retreat or in the lofs of his baggage.

The Pruflian troops that were in Lufatia went

into quarters of refrelhment, in the vicinage of

Gdrlitz
;
generalLehwald excepted, who was de-

tached with ten battalions and twenty fquadrons

to Bautzen, with orders to pufh forward toward

the Elbe, that the Saxons might be in fear for

their capital, and the operations of the prince

of Anhalt facilitated. Colonel Brandis, who

had remained at CroflTcn with two battalions,

feized on Guben ; where he took a large maga-

zine from the Saxons.

During this expedition into Lufatia, no news

was received of the prince of Anhalt; but the

Saxons divulged that Grune had paflfed the

Elbe at Torgau, and was marching for Berlin.

While information like this gave rife to flirange

reflexions, an officer came from Halle, with

intelligence that the prince of Anhalt had

S 4 marched
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marched on the 30th of November; that he meant

to have attacked the Saxons in their intrench-

merits at^X^eipfic ; but that he had found them

abandoned^ that Leipfic had fubmitted; and

that the Saxons fled toward Drefden. The
* king fent the oflicer back, to prefs the prince of

Anhalt to gain Meiflen as foon as poflible, and

to let him know that the corps of Lehwald was

only waiting his arrival to form a jundlion. When
it was known at Drefden that prince Charles

had been fo quickly difpatched, the confter-

nation became fo great that the corps of Grune

was immediately ordered back, and count Ru-

towlky was obliged to march his army to protect

* Drefden.

While the prince of Anhalt marched toward

Meiflen, and the army of the king remained in

fufpenfe, the latter employed his time in renew-

ing a negotiation, with the Saxons, which had

fo often been interrupted, and which circum-

flances appeared to throw to a llili greater dif-

tance. To this effed, he wrote to Mr. Viiliers,

the Englifh arnb4flTador at the court of Drefden;

declaring to him that, notvyithftanding the ani-

jnofity which his enemies fo lately and fo mani-

feftly difplayed againft him, and the advan-

tages he had obtained oyer them, he perfeyered

iu
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in the refolutioii he had taken of preferring

moderation to extremity; that he offered peace

to the king of Poland, with forgetfulnefs of the

paft, and left the Hanover convention to be

the bafis of reconciliation. He did not a6t

thus till after deep refledion. Peace may be

obtained when war is fuccefsful; but, when the

enemy is vidorious, he is but little difpofed to

be reconciled. The blood of fo many brave

officers, who facrifice themfelves to render their

country victorious, might be fpared. However

fortunate the war in Saxony at prefent was, it

could only be confidered as fire in the houfe of

a neighbour, which prefently might be commu-

nicated to our own. Befide that it was necef-

fary to terminate the war with ail expedition,

left Ruffia fhould interfere. The king had no-

thing to hope from France ; and, if thefe ftrug-

gles did not end during the winter, it well

might be ^expe6ted that, in the fpring, the

queen of Hungary would recal her army from

the Rhine, which would there be ufelefs, and

incorporate it with that of Bohemia, which

would have given her a great fuperiority. All

pretence for war had likewife fubfided, fince

the death of Charles VII. To this may be ad-

ded, the harveft had been fo bad that corn was

become as fcarce as it was dear ; and finance

was
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was entirely exhaufted. Peace therefore wa^

the only remedy for all thefe evils.

The moderation of the king, in the condi-*

;ions which he propofed for peace, may per-

haps excite aftonilhment ; but it ought to be

obferved that his fituation was fuch as induced

him to calculate every ftep, and to leave no-

thing inconfiderately to chance. Firfl, he main-

tained the dilinterefted principles which he had

proclaimed, in his manifeflos of 1 744 and 1 745

;

had he extorted any ceflion from the king of

Poland, he would have confounded the interefts

of this prince with thofe of the Auftrians; and

would himfelf have planned a union which

good policy required he fhould endeavour to

diffolve. Europe was but too jealous already

of his acquifition of Silefia: fuch impreffions

V ere to be effaced, and not renewed. Add to

this that the fltorteft means of obtaining peace

were to. reftore the poffeffions of all parties to

the ftate in which they had been previous to the

iaft war. As the propofed conditions were

neither fevere nor burthenfome, they might

procure peace ; which fhould be the more ftable,

by not leaving any germeofanimofity or jealoufy.

Thefe principles were to him as a law, and

from which it will be feen that, notwithflarid-

ing the fuccefs with which his enterprifes were.

crowned.
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crowned, from thefe he »ever departed. Wha
\voiild not have fyppofed that propofitions fa

ireafonable would have been welcomed by the

hing of Poland ? Tl^e very reverfe howeyer

happened. Count could think only of

his projed. He had brought prince Charles

into Saxony, intending to fend the army of

Rutowilcy to join him as well as the corps of

count Grune. Proud of fuch ftrength, he pro-

pofed to fubjed the deftiny of his king and the

fafety of his country to the fortune of a battle

;

thus facrificing every intereft, rnoft dear to the

majority of men, in order to gratify his indi-

vidual revenge.

Viiliers repaired to court, with the air of a

man who brought good news. He ddnanded

an audience; and, to the propofitions with which

he was charged, added the moft pathetic ex-

hortations, to induce Auguftus to avoid thofe

misfortunes, by which his people and his perfon

were menaced. The king coldly replied, he

would confider of what was to be done. *

was more explicit with the Englilh ambaflador.

He loudly infifted on the aid he expeded from

the Ruffians; fpoke emphatically on the great

refources of Saxony ; and concluded by faying

that, in deference to the king of England, he

would deliver a memorial to Viiliers, contain-



268 POSTHUMOUS WORKS.

ing conditions, according to which the king of

Poland might determine to make peace.

On the morrow, the ift of December, the

king of Poland departed for Prague; and the

two elded princes for Nurnberg. What a con-

trad of pride and weaknefs 1 After the depar-

ture of the court, one of the Saxon counfellors

gave a memorial to Mr. Villiers, the fubdance

of which was—that the king of Poland would

accede to the Hanover convention, on condi-

tion that the Pruffians would immediately ceafe

all hodilities, would exa6t no more contribu-

tions, would redore fuch as had been received,

would evacuate Saxony inimediately, and would

pay all preceding damage, as well as that which

fhould be caufed by the retreat of the troops.

Villiers augured ill of a peace the conditions of

which Saxony dictated with fo much haughti-

nefs. This memorial he fent to the king, ador-

ing him of the good intentions of the king of

England, and adding that he would not warrant

the declaration of the Saxon miniders. He was

explicit.

The king mean time was informed that prince

Charles had paded the Elbe, at Leutmeritz, and

direded his march toward Drefden. Combin-

ing the motion of this army with the precipitate**

flight of the king of Poland and his children,

it
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it appeared evident that * was determined

not to make peace. That he might the better

be ready to overthrow the projects of enemies

thus enraged, the king removed his quarters

to Bautzen, and Lehwald marched to Konigf-

bruck, a mile from Meiffen. His majefty

anfwered Mr. Villiers that he had fent for

count Podewils to be near his perfon, that he

might facilitate every thing which could contri-

bute to reftore peace ; that he flattered himfelf

the king of Poland, in like manner, would ap-

point one of his minifters, that this falutary work

might be accomplilhed, and that, after the pre-

liminaries were figned, hoftilities might ceafe:

that, with refpe6t to forage and contributions,

for which indemnification was required, the king

might require fimilar indemnification for the

havoc committed by the Saxons in Silefia; but

that the moft certain method would be entirely

to erafe the article. The king added, he hoped

the ambaflTadors of Ruflia and Holland would

become guarantees to this treaty of peace, and

complained of the departure of the king of Po-

land, as of an unamicable fl;ep, injurious to his

manner of thinking, and which foreboded ill to

the prefent negotiation. * had conducted

his mafter to Prague, that he might the more
freely importune him and prevent his being a

fpeftator of the war, or hearing the groans of

3
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his country. He wilhed to continue him, by*

the aid of the Auftrians, in his prefent difpofi-

tion for riiaintaining the war# Thus did ^

facrifice every thing to the intetefts of the queen

of Hungary.

The king well fa'w that there could be no ne-

gotiation, but by the aid of vidtOry. It was

time to have recoiirfe with ardour to the opera-

tions of war. Luiatia was conquered ; all mud
depend on the eriterprifes which the army of the

prince of Anhalt might execute. A Week had

paired fince the king had received any letters

from the prince. This incertitude embarrafled

him the more becaufe that there was not a mo-

ment to lofe in preparing to adt in concert.

The bridge of Meiffen was of the lad impor-

tance, and this was to be feized before the

enemy might think of dedroying it ; but gene-

ral Lehw^ald could not feize on the town, fitu*

ated on the left fhore of the Elbe, unlefs aided

by the prince of Anhalt.

Wanting information, the king calculated the

marches of the prince, according to which he

fuppofed he might arrive at Meiffen on the 8tli

or 9th of December, at the very lated. Leh-

wald repaired thither about this time, but th^

prince did not appear. The river abounded

with flakes of ice, which prevented general

Lehwald
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I^ehwald from conftruding a bridge with pon-

tons; and thefe incidents all retarded the ex-

pedition.

Mr. Villiers, who was at Prague, fent off a

courier to the king, with difpatches, to inform

him that Auguftus would not depute any mini-

fter with full powers ; that, far on the reverfe^

he expected numerous fuccours from his allies,

with which he would revenge the injuries he pre-

tended the Pruffiaiis had done to Saxony on the

«le6torate of Brandenbourg; and that bethought

proper to quit Drefden, expeding to have ftill

lefs refped paid him, during an open war, than

had been paid to him in the manifeftos, by

which this war had been preceded. It was plain

that this latter article rather related to * ^

than to the king himfelf.

The king replied, in fubftance, to Mr. Villiers,

that he admired the haughtinefs and inflexibility,

of the king of Poland ; that, without any ani-

moflty to this prince, it was impoflible to feed

an army of eighty thoufand men, in any coun-

try, without making that country fuffer cala-

mities ; that, had fortune been propitious to the

enemy, inftead of being the contrary, the fame

moderation would not have been fhown, in

Brandenbourg, as had been difplayed by the

king, in Saxony; that all would have been

4 pillaged.
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pillaged, burnt and deftroyed, as had been

proved, by example, in Silefia ; but that, finc^

the king of Poland would have war, war he

fliould have, and hotter than ever.

On the 9th, difpatches came from the prince

of Anhalt, dated at Torgau. He faid he had

taken two hundred prifoners in thi^ place, and

imputed the llownefs of his march to the diffi-

culties of finding provifions, and v/aggotis.

Thefe were pretences to excufe his delay. He
had fpent nine days in marching nine miles.

His condud was the lefs excufable becaufe he

had a magazine, at his own difpofal, at Halle

;

and had taken one from the enemy, at Leipfic;

had no foe in his front, and confequently was

mafter of the forage, provifions, horfes, and

quotas, of the country. His tedioufnefs could

only be attributed to his fpirit of contradidion,

and his age. He would not have been vexed

to have feen the expedition into Lufatia regard-

ed as the fortunate folly of a young man, and

he affeded an air of circumfpedion, and wif-

dom, which, added to his long experience, was

to form a contrail to the ardour with which the

king purfued his operations.

The prince of Anhalt was not praifed for his

Hownefs; which, the king informed liitn by

letter, was exceedingly prejudicial to the good

of



THE HISTORY OF MY Owk TIMES. 273

of the fervice ; for it had given the Auftrians

time to join the Saxons, and break down the

bridge of Meiffen, which rendered the jun6lioii

of the two armies almoft impoflible. He there-

fore enjoined him to ufe diligence, and to

approach with all pofTible promptitude. The

prince in reply promifed he would be at Meif-

fen on the 12th of December; on which, the

inen were all colle6ted from their quarters.

The king left only four battalions and fome

hulTars at Zittau ; one battalion at Gorlitz ; and

two at Bautzen. Thefe troops rhet, on the

13 th, at Camentz
;

general Lehwald excepted,

ivho was already oppofite MeifTen.

Here the prince of Anhalt arrived on the

l2th ; but the Saxon garrifon had efcaped^

through a poftern gate, to the main army.

While the infantry of the prince entered Meilhenj

the liorfe, having a hollow way to traverfe, paf-

fed only one by one. The two laft regiments^

that is to fay the Rohl and Holftein dragoons,

alighted to wait their turn. This was perceived

by Sibilfky, who glided into a thick wood with

his Saxons^ from which he fell unexpededly on

the PrufTian dragoons, and carried off two pair

of kettle drums, three ftandards, and a hundred

and eighty men. Other fquadrons mounted,

and repulfed the enemy, but the affront vVas

received, and the remedy came too late. This

vot. I. PART Hi T affair
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affair cofl; the life of general Rohl, who was fick,

and followed the column in a coach. It mull

be allowed the cold was exceffive, and that the

cavalry had been twelve hours on horfeback

:

but the fin was committed in paffing a wood
which had not been previoufly reconnoitred.

The fmallefh faults are punifhed in war, for the

enemy pardons not.

The 1 2th was employed in repairing the

bridge over the Elbe; and, on the 13th,

general Lehwald joined the prince of Anhalt.

This bridge of Meiffen, concerning which fo

many fears had been entertained, the Saxons

ought to have deftroyed : but the Saxon mini-

ftry, who governed the generals, could not

comprehend how a bridge might contribute to

the lofs of a country. The bridge was built in

part of flone, had coft a hundred and fifty

thoufand crowns, and they would never confent

it fhould be demolifhed. The council was

compofed of a mixture of pedants and upftarts.

Henecke, who was their prefident, raifed by

fortune from being a footman to the dignity of

minifter, added to the talent of a financier the

art of methodically plundering the fubjed. Elis

ceconomy fupplied the prodigalities of the king,

and the diflipations of his favourite. With this

fpecies of credit, he governed Saxony as a fub-

ordinate
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ordinate to count * * iffued orders for the

army, diredted its operations, and to his incapa-

city muft the grofs errors of the Saxon generals^

during this winter campaign, be attributed.

The army of the king arrived at Kdnigfbruck

on the 14th; and the prince of Anhalt, fpurred

forward and impelled as he was, advanced on

the fame day to Neuftadt ; where, in defpite of

the piercing cold, the troops were obliged to

encamp. Prince Charles had arrived on the

13th of December with his arrhy near Drefden.

Henecke, who regulated every thing,, extended

the Auftrian quarters fo much that twenty-four

hours were neceffary to affemble the army.

Prince Charles made proper remonftrances, that

this difpoiition might be changed; but He-

necke, accuftoihed to give law to contradtors

and farmers general, paid them no refpedt. The
prince, who forefaw count Rutowlky would be

attacked, intreated he would give him timely

information, fliould he fland in need of his aid,

that the difperfed troops might be colledted ;

but the count replied^ he had no need of fuc-

cour, for that he v/as fo ftrong, in his prefent

poll, that the Pruffians would never dare to

attache him. After marfhal Saxe had won the

battle of Fontenoy by the fuperiority of his

artillery, many generals have fince followed the

T z fame
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fame method. The difpofition of the Auflrian^^

at the battle of Sorr, was a copy of this;

and the poll which count Rutowfky held at

KelTelfdorf, was on the model of that of Fon-

tenoy. The difference between count Saxe

and his imitators was the eaufe of their different

fuccefs.

The two Pruffian armies however began their

march ; that of the prince of Anhalt toward the

enemy, and that of the king to pafs the Elbe

at Meiffen. The king fent fourteen battalions

into this town ; the remainder of the infantry

and the cavalry was cantoned on the right fliorc

of the Elbe ; fo that, in cafe of need, by affem-

bling his troops, the king might fuccour the

prince of Anhalt, and make head againft the

Auftrians, fliould they pafs the Elbe at Drefden.

The king received, on his arrival at Meiffen,

a letter from Mr. Villiers, which mformed him

that the extreme diforder of the affairs of Au-

guftus, and the neceffity to which he was re-

duced, had finally determined him to accede to

an accommodation ; that Saul, the Mercuiy of

^ would depart for Drefden, with inftruc-

tions and full powers for the miniftry ; in order

that they might labour, conjointly with the

Pruflian miniftry, for the re-eftablifliment of

peace ; that the queep. of Hungary would like-

2 wife
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wife accede, on condition of fome abatements

in the convention of Hanover ; and that he,

Villiers, would immediately come to Drefden,

that he might mediate between the parties,

fliould there be any neceflity, and facilitate re^

conciliation.

Scarcely had the king read this letter before

information was brought him that the atmo-

fphere, toward Drefden, appeared in flames;

and that a dreadful reverberation of artillery

was heard. The king reafonably expeded that

• the prince of Anhalt had engaged the enemy.

The cavalry had inftant orders to faddle ; and

the infantry to take to arms. The king gallop

-

ped with fome hundred huffars along the road

to Drefden ; and fent fmall parties on all fides.

One of thefe brought in fix fugitives, of the

corps of Sibilfky, who aflirmed the Saxons were

beaten. What gave credit to this was that not

^ a Pruflian made his appearance ; which muft

have happened, had affairs taken an ill turn.

But, night coming on, the king was obliged to

return to Meiflen, left he fhould expofe himfelf

to fome affront, fatisfled with the probabilities

of the vidory of the prince.

Had not fortune been favourable to the latter,

the king had determined to affemble his troops

m the heights of Meiffen, to march and meet

T 3
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the beaten army, to, put it in the rear, and ad-

vance with his own army in front to attack the

enemy anew, and purchafe vidory, be the price

what it might. The prince of Anhalt deprived

him of that pain. The fame evening, an officer

arrived from the army, and rendered the follow-

ing account to the king of that glorious battle.

The prince had decamped, early on the

morning of the 15th, and had marched through

Wilfdruf, immediately toward Drefden. Hav-

ing paired Wilfdruf, his huflars attacked a body

of Ulans, whom they drove before them to

Keflelfdorf, where they perceived the Saxon

army in order of battle. Of this they immedir

ately informed the prince. A deep ravine, the

bottom of which was in fome places marlhy,

covered the front of the enemy; the greatell

depth of this ravine was toward the Elbe ; it ex-

tended gradually decreafmg toward Keflelfdorf,

and entirely difappeared beyond, near the foreft

of Tarrant. The Saxons had fupported their

left by Keflelfdorf, where the ground, as I have

faid, was entirely level. This village was de-

fended by all the grenadiers of their army, and

by the regiment of Rutowlky ; a battery of

twenty-four pieces ofheavy artillery rendered its

approach murderous. The corps of Grune was

on the right wing of that army, which was fup-

ported
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ported at Benerlch near the Elbe. This place

was inattackable, becaufe of the rocks and pre-

cipices which interdid all approach. The Saxon

cavalry, before the battle, was on the left of

KelTelfdorf, in a line with the reft of the army,

its left toward the foreft of Tarrant. We know

not why cotint Rutowficy removed and placed

it, in a third line, in the rear of his infantry.

When the prince of Anhalt arrived on the

field with the head of his army, he immediately

judged that the fuccefs of the day would depend

on taking the yillage of Keflelfdorf, to carry

which he made his arrangements. He began by

forming his troops in face of the enemy. The
infantry deftined to attack the village was in

three lines, and the d-ragoons of Bonin formed

the fourth. No fooner were the troops thus dif-

pofed than three battalions of grenadiers, with

three of his own regiment, attacked the village in

front, while Lehwald took it in flank. Twenty-

four cannon, loaded with cafe fhot, aided by

the Saxon grenadiers and the regiment of Ru-

towfky, repulfed the aflailants. The fecond

attack was not more fortunate, for the fire was

too dreadful. But the regiment of PvUtowfky

left the village and would purfue the Pruflians.

By ading thus it placed itfelf in the front of the

batteries ‘which were prevented playing. The

T 4 prince
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prince of Anhalt profited by the moment, and

prdered colonel Luderitz, who commanded the

dragoons, to charge. The colonel fell with im-

petuofity on the Saxons : ail who refifted were

put to the fword, the reft were taken. The in-

fantry feized at the fame time on the village,

which they entered on all fides, and took the bat-

tery that had rendered this poft fo formidable.

General Lehwald crowned this vi6tory, by oblig-

ing all the troops, that had defended the village,

to lay down their arms.

The prince of Anhalt, like an able captain,

profited by this firft fuccefs, and immediately

gained the enemy’s left flank. The cavalry of
^

his right, by one Angle fhock, overthrew the

Saxon cavalry, and fo difperfed k that it could

not rally. All fled, with celerity, to efcape

troops accuftomed to preferve order, and not

to divide. The left of the Pruflians, under the

command of prince Maurice, returned the can-

ponade of the enemy, till the village of KeflTelf-^

dorf was carried ; but, impatient afterward to

take part in the glory of the day, braving alj

obftacles, they marched to the Saxons. Rocks

to climb, fnows which rendered the ground

flippy, and foes to face who fought for their

country and their homes, all were encountered,

and all yielded to the courage of the conquerors.
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The Saxons and Auftrians were driven from their

ciiffs of Benerich. The Pruffians could not

preferve either the order of battalions or

even the fgnn of platoons, fo fteep were the

heights they had fcaled ; and the cavalry of the

enemy attacked them, while thvis difperfed<

Certain it is that, had the Saxons been brave,

the PrufTian infantry muft have been cut in

pieces ; but thjs cavalry attacked fo feebly, and

was fo ill fupported that, after fome difcharges

piade by the Pruffians, it difappeared, and

ceded the field of battle to the vidors. The

cavalry of the left of the Pruffians could not ad,

during the adion, becaufe of the impradicable

precipices by which they were feparated from

the enemy. The prince of Anhalt fent them

to purfue the fugitives, of whom Gefier made

a great number prifoners. The prince of An-

Jxalt gave fuperior marks of his- experience and

capacity, during this battle ; and the generals,

officers> and foldiers, all diftinguiflied them-

felves. Their temerity was juflified by fuccefs.

Of the Saxons, there remained three thoufand

dead on the field : two hundred and fifteen

officers, and fix thoufand five hundred foldiers

were taken ; and they loft five pair of colours,

three ftandards, one pair of kettle drums, and

|brty-eight cannon. The Pruffians had forty-

one
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one officers and fixteen hundred and twenty-one

foidiers killed ; befides twice as many wounded.

If we examine the errors committed on each

fide, in this battle, we fhall firft perceive that

count Rutowlky had only thought of the fafety

of bis right, in the poft he had chofen ; the left

was cut off, and the village of Keffelfdorf might

be turned. Had the Pruffians further extended

their right, the prince of Anhalt might totally

have turned the village, and taken it at lefs

expence ; he was but juft arrived, and, not

having had time to reconnoitre the ground,

this alone may fuffice as an excufe. The

greateft fault of the Saxons was their fally from

the village ; for they prevented their own can-

non, which was their bed defence, from acting

againd the Pruffians. A fault not lefs confider-

able was that the infantry, poded between Kef-

felfdorf and Benerich, did not keep the brink of

the heights, but fell back above a hundred

paces ; fo that they did not defend the paffage of

the precipice with fmall arms, but differed it to

be fcaled, referving their fire till the enemy

'fhould have conquered the greated difficulty.

But fimilar remarks might be made on mod of

the aedions of men ; they all commit faults, be-

caufe none among them are perfed: ; and, if we

here take a retrofped of the errors of this battle,

3
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it is but to teach pofterity not to commit any fo

grofs as were thofe of the Saxons.

Count Rutowfky and his army arrived at

Drefden full fpeed. Here they found prince

Charles employed in colleding his fcattered

troops. He offered the count to join him, and

attack the Pruffians on the morrow ; but the

Saxon had more than enough. He alleged,

in excufe, that his infantry was almofl de-

ftroyed ; that he had loft ten thoufand men

;

that he wanted arms and ammunition ; and that

his foldiers werp not yet recovered from their

panic. He added that the king of Pruffia

would join the prince of Anhalt ; that Drefden

wanted provifions and ammunition ; and that, to

fave the remains of the army, it was necelfary

to efcape to Zeft ; a village in the neighbour-

hood of the mountains, facing Bohemia. This

plan was executed. The Saxons evacuated

Drefden, leaving the militia only in the city.

On the 1 6th, they encamped near Kdnigftein,

and fent their cavalry into Bohemia, wanting

means to feed it longer on the Saxon territories.

On the 1 6th, the army of the king advanced

to Y\^ilfdruf ; and on the 1 7th his troops formed

the firft line, and extended along the rivulet of

Plauen. The fortunate fuccefs of this expedi-

tion caufed the flownefs, which the prince of

Anhalt
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Anhalt had affeded at its cornmencement, to be

forgotten. The battle of Keifelfdorf had caft a,

beautiful veil over thi? error. The king faid

the moft flattering things, concerning the re-

nown he had acquired, and omitted nothing

which might cajole his felf-love. The prince

fhewed the king the field of battle ; and the

furprife excited, by the difficulties to be fur-

mounted, and of the confiderable number of

prifoners made, though great, was lefs than to

fee the whole country covered with the inhabi-

tants of Drefden, who peacefully came to meet

the Prufiians.

When the king pafled through Saxony in

1744, the duke of Weiflenfels had thrown ten

battalions into Drefden ; batteries were raifed

there, fedions were made in the flreets, pali-

fades were planted wherever a flake could be

driven, and no Prulfian durft fet foot in the

capital. In 1745, when the king entered the

country at the head of eighty thoufand men>

after the Saxon troops had been beaten, the

gates of Drefden were thrown open, and the

younger princes of the royal family, the mini-

fters, and fupreme councils of the country, all

furrendered at diferetion. Such are the contra«»

didions of which the human mind is capable,

when it does not ad fyflematically, and when

thofq
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tliofe who are become rulers have learnt to rea-

fon falfely.

It is probable that the city was deftitute of

provifions ; and that the confufed deliberations

of, and the conflernation which reigned among,

thef principal minifters of the king of Poland

occafioned this general defpair. The princes

and minifters might have efcaped : Bohemia

was not above four miles diftant.

A thing not lefs aftoniftiing is that the Saxons,

intending to abandon Drefden, ihould leave fix

thoufand of their militia there, with whom they

might have recruited their troops. The king

foon took pofleffion of the fuburb of Drefden,

and the governor was fummoned to furrender.

He replied that Drefden was not a fortrefs. The

minifter fent a memorial, which was to ferve as

a kind of capitulation. The king regulated the

conditions, according to his good pleafure ; and,

on the 1 8th, the Prufiians entered the city. The
militia was difarmed, and ferved to recruit the

troops. Four hundred and fifteen officers, and

fifteen hundred men, of the wounded of the

battle of Keflelfdorf, were here taken. The
king fixed his quarters in Drefden, with the

head officers of the two armies.

Afperfions the moft injurious were propa**

gated, relative to the intentions of the king on

that
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that capital. It was faid the prince of Aiihalt

had demaiided the pillage of Drefdeh for his

armyj to which the fackage of this city had been

promifedj to encourage it during the battle.

The credulity of man only could give credit to

fucli calumny. The prince of Anhalt never

durft make a propoiition fo barbarous to the

king. Befide that promifes like thefe might

only be made to lindifciplined troops, and not

to the Pruffians^ who combat only for honour

and fame; The calife of their fuccefs ought

folely to be attributed to the ambition of the

officers, and the obedience of the foldiers.

Scarcely was the king at Drefden before he

vifited the royal children, to calm and entirely

free them from fear. He endeavoured to foften

their misfortunes, by fcrupuloully rendering

them all due honours; the guard of the caflle

was even fubmkted to their orders.

The king afterward anfwered Mr. Villiers

that he had been much aftonilhed to receive

propofitions for peace, on the day of battle;

that, to cut fhort negotiation, he had himfelf

come to Dreiden : that fortune, having feconded

his caufe, had given him the power of warmly

xefenting the evil procedure of count ^ ^ and

the duplicity and perfidy he had employed, in

his negotiations; thatj, far however from

thinking
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thinking fo bafely, he proffered, though for the

lad time, friendfliip to the king of Poland ; that

he waited in expedation that the fieurs Bulau

and Rex would receive full powers, in order

delay to come to a conclufion; and that

he wouii \n no manner depart from the en-

gagements into which he had entered with the

king of England, in the convention of Hanover;

that, far from being blinded by fuccefs, he

neither raifed nor lowered his pretenfions, and

that therefore the queen of Hungary ought not

to expect he fliould change any refolution.

The king ended by requefling Mr. Villiers to

make an exad report of the final reply of the

king of Poland; in order that the pacification

of Germany and the north might meet with no

new impediments.

The king foon invited all the Saxon mini^

fters to meet him, to whom he recapitulated

whatever had paffed, difplayed his true fenti-

ments, and the moderate conditions of peace

which he propofed to his enemies. He was

happy enough to convince them that thefe con-

ditions were fuch as they themfelves could have

wifhed, or have didlated, and that their king

had no other part to take than that of figning.

Arrangements alfo were made that the utmoft

order might be obferved by the troops. The

king
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king imparted every poflible gentlencfs to ki5

proceedings ; that this neighbouring and unfor-

tunate country might but lightly feel the fcourges

of a war of which the people were innocent.

In conformity to cuftom, Te Deum Was fung

in the churches, accompanied by a triple dif-

charge of the artillery of Drefden; and the

opera of Arminius was performed, in the even-

ing. Thefe trifles are only mentioned becaufe

of the anecdotes with which they are conneded.

Every circumftance, even to the opera, had

been a means, under the management of * *

of governing the mind of his mafter. He had

caufed the clemency of Titus to be performed,

at the time of the difgrace of Sulkowfky, in re-

ference to the pretended crimes of which he had

been pardoned, by the king. Arminius had

been played during the laft war; which was in

allufion to the fuccour afforded by Auguftus IIL

to the queen of Hungary, againft the French

and Pruffians, whom they accufed of aiming at

univerfal monarchy. The flattering praises of

Italian poetry, heightened by the charms of

harmony, and expreffed by the flexible organs

of eunuchs, perfuaded the king of Poland he

was an example to princes, and a mirror of hu-

manity. The muficians fupprefled a chorus in

the opera, which they durfl: not flng in prefence'

of
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of the Pruffians, becaufe that the words might

juftly have been applicable, after what had lately

happened in Saxony. They were as follow:

Sulk rovine altrui alzar non penji ilfoglio

Colui che alJoV orgoglio riduce ogni virtu.

The chorufes of the opera of Auguftus w^ere as

true as the prologues of Louis XIV

*

While Te Deum and operas were chanted at

Drefden, Mr. Villiers, who was impatiently ex-

peded, arrived from Prague, with full powers

and all necelTary authorities, to the Saxon mi-

nifters, for the conclufion of peace. He was

followed by count Frederic Harrach, who came

on the part of the emprefs queen, relative to

the fame fubjed. When every thing was pre-

pared at Drefden to allay the ftorms of Ger-

many, the king received the following anfwer,

from Louis XV. to the affcding letter, which

he had written from Berlin, to requefl his affift-

ance. This anfwer had been didated by his

minifters, and had only been tranferibed by the

king.

SIR, AND BROTHER,

IN your letter of the 15th of November,

your majefty confirmed what I before knew,

concerning the convention of Hanover, of

the 26th of Auguft. I have good caufe to be

furprifed at a treaty negotiated, concluded,

VOL. I. PART II,
^

U figned.
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ligned, and ratified, with a prince who is my
enemy, without having received the lead in-

timation of it myfelf. I am not aftonifhed at

your refufing to join in violent meafures, and

# ‘‘a dired and formal engagement againft nae;

my enemies ought to have known your ma-

^^jefty. It is an additional injury, to have

dared to make you fuch unworthy propofals.

depended on' your diverfion: I have made

two powerful ones, in Flanders and Italy. I

employed the grand army of the queen of

Hungary, on the Rhine : my expences, my
efforts, have been crowned with the greateft

fuccefs. Your majefty has highly expofed

this fuccefs, in future, by the treaty you have

concluded, without my knowledge. Had the

“ queen of Hungary acceded, her whole Bohe-

mian army would have been fuddenly turned

againft me; and this would not have been the

means of procuring peace. I am not the lefs

fenfible of the extreme peril you run. Nothing

can equal my impatience to hear of your

fafety; and your tranquillity will infure mine.

Your majefty is in force, is the terror of your

foes, and has gained confiderable and glo^

rious advantages over them. Add to this,

winter, during which military operations are

fufoended, will alone fufEce for your defence.

« Who
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Who is more capable of giving your majefty

good advice dian you yourfelf are ? You have

only to follow that which your underftanding,

your experience, arid, ftill hiperior to all,

that which your honoOr ffiall didate. As to

the fuccour, which on my part can only con-

lift in fubfidies and diverfions, I have done

every thing it was poffible I fliould do; and

I (hall continue to ad thus, according to the

means which beft may fecure fuccefs. I in-

creafe my army; I negled nothing. I haften

all that can give an impulfe of the utmofl; vi-

gour'tO the approaching campaign. If your

majefty has any plans, capable of ftrengthen-

ing my enterprifes, I beg you to communi-

cate- them; as I (hall ever with the greatefl;

pleafure concert with you, &c.’’

On a (irft view, this letter might appear mild

and polite; but, when we confider the diftref-

fing circumftances of the king of Pruflia, and

the various preceding negotiations with France,

a tone of irony will be remarked in it, which

was the more mifplaced becaufe it had not bden

any part of the agreement that the reciprocal

engagements, which had been entered into at

the treaty of Verfailles, (hould be anfwered by

epigrams. Let us (trip this letter of its phrafe-

ology, and examine its real contents.

U 2 I am
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I am exceedingly vexed that you have con*

eluded the treaty of Hanover, without con-

fulting me; for, fliould the queen of Hun-

gary accept it, prince Charles will return into

Alfatia. Do not you perceive that the war,

in Italy and Flanders, which I maintain, is

a diverfion, made by me in your favour? For
‘‘ I have no intereft in the conqueft of Flan-

ders; and concern myfelf little with the efla-

blifliment of my fon-in-law, Don Philip, in

Italy. Conti has fo perfedly overawed the

principal forces of the queen of Hungary, in

Germany, that he has repaffed the Rhine,

and left her to make an emperor of whom flie

pleafes. Traun has been able to detach

Grune into Saxony; and may follow him

with the remainder of his troops, fhould the

queen ©f Hungary think proper to fend him

againft you. I have done great things this

campaign. Your name has alfo been men-

“ tioned. I am very forry for the dangerous

ficuation in whicli you are placed, by your

love of me. Renown is only to be ac-

quired by facrificing yourfelf for France.

Shew your conftancy, and continue to fuffer.

Imitate the example of my other allies; whom
indeed I abandoned, but to whom I gave

alms, when they had been ftripped of all their

pofTef-
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poffeflions. Take counfel of yourfelf, and

of that prefumption from which you have,

very officioufly, fometimes given me advice.

You no doubt havefufficient wifdom to relieve

yourfelf from all embarraflment : befide that

the cold will benumb your enemies, and they

will not be able to fight you. However,

fliould any misfortune happen to you, I pro-

mife you that the French academy (hall write

the funeral oration of your empire, when your

enemies have accompliflied its deftruflion.

Your name fliall be inferred in the martyro-

logy, in which are enregiftered the names of

thofe enthufiafts who have fallen vidims in

the caufe of France, and of thofe allies whom
fhe has condefcended to abandon. You per-

ceivelhave made diverfions; and I have offer-

ed you a fubfidy to the amount of a million of

livres. Hope much from the fuperb cam-

paign which I ihall make next fummer, and

for which 1 am now preparing; and you may

depend that I will concert with you, on every

fubjed, in which you will blindly follow my
will, and conform to whatever may promote

my intereft.*’

As foon as the negotiation for peace was fo

far advanced as to be certain of fuccefs, the king

anfwered the letter, the contents of which have

U 3 been
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been recited, by the following; which we infert,

becaufe that the fuhjedt .was equally impoitaiit

and delicate.

AND BROTHER,

AFTEk the letter I wrote to your majefty,

dated ’November the 15th, I might have ex-

peeled fame effedual foiccour, on your part*

I rh/ill not enter into the reafons which you

might have for fubjeding your allies to the

caprices o£ fortune. For this once the bravery

of my troops has relieved me, from the perils

^^into which I had run. Had J been trodden

down, by the number of my foes, your ma-

^^ jefty would have -remained fatisfied with pity-

ing me, and I fhould have remained without

refource. How may any .alliance fubhfl:, if

the contrading parties do not concur, with

TC equal ardour, ,in their common preferyation ?

-Your majefty has wiftied me to reafon and

advife with myfelf; and fmee you think this

proper, I (hall fo ad. Reafon advifes me to

put a qthek end to a war which no longer has

any objed ; fince the Auftrian troops no longer

are in Alfariaj and the ,
emperor is dead*

The battles hereafter to be fought will only

be produdive of a ufelefs effufion of. blood.

Reafon advifes me to think on my own fafety,

;ind refled on the great preparations o-f the

Ruflians^
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Ruffians, which threaten my kingdom from

Courland; on the army commanded by mar-

lhal Traun on the Rhine, which may eafily

fall back toward Saxo-ny ; on the inconftancy

of fortune ; and, finally, on my prefent fitu-

ation, hopelefs as I am of any fuccour from

my alHes, The Auftrians and Saxons have

lately fent their minifters to negotiate peace ;

I have therefore no choice but to fign. After

having thus acquitted myfelf of my duty, to

the fUte I govern, and to my family, I can

have no objed more at heart than to be able

to promote the inter,efts of your majefty.

May I be fortunate enough to become inftrU".

mental to the general pacification ! Your ma-

jefty cannot confide your defigns to .any one

more perfonally attached to you than I am,

or who would labour with greater zeal to re-

eftabiifh concord, and good intelligence, be-

tween the powers which contefts fo tedious

have rendered inimical. I entreat you to con-

ferve the fame friendfliip toward me, which

I (hall ever hold precious, and to remain per-

fuaded that I am

—

This was a polite adieu, by alleging reafons

fo real that it was impoffible for France to reply.

The Auftrians and Saxons however dill re-

plained in the environs of Pirna ; it was necef*

V 4
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fary" to drive them further, that the negotiations

might be carried on with greater tranquillity.

For this purpofe, Retzow was detached, with

five battalions and fome fquadrons of cavalry,

toward Freyberg. The apprehenfions which

he incited, for thefe parts, accelerated the re-

treat of the allies into Bohemia, The Saxon

troops fcarcely amounted to fifteen thoufand

men. The king of Poland, deprived of his re-

venues, no longer had money to pay his troops.

He could not exped the Ruffians would be in

motion before the fpring : he felt how ineffedlual

this fuccour was, and the neceffity of the mo-

ment obliged him to confent to peace.

In the mean time, count Harrach arrived a^

Drefden. He fuppofed that, inflated by fuccefs,

the king, like the Auflrians, would rife in his

demands, which would become exceffive ; but,

prefently undeceived, he thanked the mo-

narch for the facility with which he obviated

difficulties. The king replied that, the caufe

of the war having ceafed, by the death of

Charles VII. he had, from that moment, been

in the fame difpofiuon in which he was at pre-

fent. The count let fame propofitions of an

interview, between the king and the queen of

Hungary, efcape, Thefe were eluded, by ex-

amples of inutility, and bad confequences, re-

fulting
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fulting from fuch interviews. But, praifes of

this princefs being artfully mingled with the re*

fufal, feemed to fatisfy the count.

On the 25th of December, 1745, the peace

was hgned. The acceffion of the queen of Hun-

gary to the convention of Hanover was but,

purely and limply, renewing the peace of Bref-

lau. The Saxons promifed never to grant a

paflage through their country to the enemies of

the king, under any pretext whatever. It was

agreed to exchange the tolls of Furftenberg for

fome lands of equal value. The king of Po-

land was bound to pay a million of contribu-

tions; for which the deflorate flood engaged*

By the fame article, he renounced all indemni-

fication for the expences of the war. The king,

in return, promifed the contributions Ihould

ceafe, on the day of figning; and that his

troops Ihould immediately retire out of Saxony;

except from Meifien, where the Pruffian hof-

pital was, and which he was permitted to hold

till the wounded wsre cured.

Thus ended the fecond war; the continuance

of which was only fixteen months, and which

was by both parties purfued with extreme in-

veteracy ; in which the Saxons difeovered all the

hatred they had conceived againft Pruffia, and

all the envy which the aggrandizement of that

2 neigh-
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neighbouring power infpircd; while thc'Au-

ftrians fought for the empire, and to obtain in-

fluence over the affairs of the empire, in which

they dreaded left the Ruflians (hould gain power

too great; a war in which Pruflia was feeu

expofed to the moft imminent dangers, yet

triumphant, in the difcipline and heroic valour

of her troops.

This war gave place to none of thofe grand

revolutions which change the fate of empires

;

but prevented them, at that period, by obliging

prince Charles to quit Alfatia. The death of

Charles VII. was one of thofe events which

could not be forefeen : it deranged the proje<5t

of tearing the Imperial dignity for ever from the

brow of the new houfe of Auftria. Thus, efti-

mating things at their juft value, we are obliged

to own that, in certain refpefts, this war only

caufed a ufelefs effufion of blood ; and that fuc**

ceflive vidories did but ferve to confirm the

pofleflion of Silefia to Pruflia.

Should we examine the war, relative to the

increafe or enfeebling ofthe belligerent powers,

we fhall find that it coft the Pruflians eight mil-

lions of crowns ; and that, when the peace was

figned, their whole refource, for the continua-

tion of the war, confifted in a refidue of a hun-

dred and fifty thoufand crowns. The Pruflians,
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during their two campaigns, took forty-five

thoufand fix hundred and fixty-fix prifoners:

that is to fay, twelve thoufand men in Prague

;

one thoufand feven hundred and thirty-nine in

fmall parties ; two hundred and fifty in the

ikirmilhes of Plomnitz and Reinertz, fought by

general Lehwald; feven thoufand one hundred

and thirty-fix at the battle of Friedberg ; three

thoufand at the taking of Cofel ; five thoufand,

on different occafions, taken by general NafiTau;

two hundred and fifty by the hufifars of Ziethen 5

two thoufand and thirty at the battle of Sorr

;

four hundred by the troops of the margrave

Charles, in Upper Silefia ; four hundred and

twenty-feven by parties from the garrifon of

Glatz ; one thoufand three hundred and forty-

two by general Winterfeld ; two hundred and

feventy-one by major Warner!

;

one thoufand

three hundred and ninety-two at Catholifeh

Hennerfdorf; fix thoufand fix hundred and

fifty-eight at the battle of Keffelfdorf; and

three thoufand feven hundred and fifty-eight at

the taking of Drefden.

The following is the number taken by the

AuftriaQS. The regiment of Creutz, at Bud-

weis, one thoufand four hundred ; a battalion

of pioneers, at Tabor, feven hundred, and four

hundred fick ; three hundred at the evacuation

3 of
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of Prague ; three hundred at Cofel ; and one

thoufand three hundred and forty in various

Ikirmifhes. In all, four thoufand four hundred

and forty : a number very inferior to the Ioffes

they fuftained.

Upper Silefia fuffered the moft in this war.

Some parts of the Lower, lying in the neigh-

bourhood of Bohemia, as the circles of Hirfch-

berg, Strigau, and Landihut, efcaped but little

better : but thefe are ills which good govern-

ment foon repairs. Bohemia and Saxony equal-

ly felt the abode of the grand armies ; but they

were not totally ruined. The queen of Hun-

gary was obliged to employ all her credit, to

procure refources for the continuation of the war

:

it is true (he drew fubfidies from the Englifh

;

but thefe were infufficient to fupply the fums

her armies expended in Flanders, on the Rhine,

in Italy, Bohemia, and in Saxony. The war

coft the king of Poland more than five millions

of crowns. He paid his debts in paper, by fa-

bricating new bills ; for * * underftood the

art of ruining his mailer methodically. The

firft cares of the king of Pruflia all tended to

the re-eilablifiiment of his army. He chiefiy

recruited it by the Auftrian and Saxon prifoners

;

of whom he had his choice. Thus were his

troops completed at the expence of foreigners

;

and
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and it did not cofl: the country more than feven

thoufand men, to repair the Ioffes that fo many

bloody battles had occalioned. Since the art of

war has been fo well underftood in Europe, and

policy has eftabliftied a certain balance of power

between fovereigns, grand enterprizes but rarely

produce fuch effeds as might be expeded. An
equality of forces, alternate lofs and fuccefs,

occafion the opponents, at the end of the moft

defperate war, to find themfelves much in the

fame date of reciprocal ftrength as at the com-

mencement. Exhaufted treafuries at length are

produdive of peace ; which ought to be the

work of humanity, not of neceffity. In a word,

if the fame of, and refped due to, arms merit

efforts for that attainment, Pruffia, by gaining

thefe, found a recompenfe for the fecond war

file had undertaken : but this was all fhe found.

Yet did this vapour infpire new envy.

END OF VOL. I.
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