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BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING.

|HE Twenty-ninth Annual Meeting of the

Bostonian Society was held in the Council

Chamber of the Old State House, Boston,

on Tuesday, January ii, 1910, at 3 P. M.,

in. accordance with a notice mailed to every

member.

President James Frothingham Hunnewell occupied the

chair, and the records of the last annual and monthly meet-

ings were read by the Clerk, and approved.

President Hunnewell then delivered his

ANNUAL ADDRESS.

Fellow Members of the Bostonian Society

:

The current affairs of the Bostonian Society are so fully

stated in the Reports of the Directors, the Treasurer, and the

Committees, that they need not be retold in the President's

Annual Address. In that, he may speak of Historical sub-

jects which relate to the purposes of the Society.

Two years ago I spoke of works by an important class of

local authors little remembered now— the Boston Ministers,

1700 to 1775. Last year my subject was Historical Museums,

of which we maintain one. Now I propose remarks on what
may concisely be entitled,



Destruction and Preservation.

Treatments that are thus described have been practiced in

many places, and among them Boston. In Boston nearly all

the old buildings and the old aspects of the streets have dis-

appeared. The structural evidences of the old people,— espe-

cially the domestic, and of their lives and times, have been

swept away. It may have been said that those who live, or

have lived here, have been destructive, but let us observe the

causes of the changes, and find if they really are not, to a large

extent, reasonably explained.

We are considering results that have been reached in the

life of a settled town nearly three centuries old, one always

large in its time and place, and constantly and rapidly growing.

Three facts, at least, greatly determine the history and com-

position of such a town, indeed of any town— position, shape,

and area. The site of Boston was chosen because it was well

situated for maritime and other business by which its people

must live. It was almost an island, defensible, bounded by

navigable waters, connected by a narrow neck with the main

land. Its area, not very extensive, was at first and for a long

while ample. Its shape was very irregular— creeks and

marshes reached into its solid land. Its surface was uneven,

hills, high and steep, occupied much space. The town begun

and continued here was built on the lower firm ground con-

veniently by the water, with highways and byways to a great

degree engineered by Nature.

Building materials most accessible or of least cost were

used, here as elsewhere, and consequently here a town largely

wooden began, and for generations continued. Not only decay,

natural, and often somewhat rapid, ensued, but fires, many of

them large and destructive, occurred with trying loss and fre-

quency. They are a marked and dismal part of our history,

continued to our time— the greatest and worst of them within

recollection of many who are now living—and showing how

former landmarks and aspects may be thus swept away, and

also how Boston enterprise triumphs over disaster.



A far greater cause of changes is, however, the constant

growth of population, that not only affects the buildings and

streets and their styles and uses, but also the surface and geog-

raphy of the town itself. Many places, large or small, are on

ground where they can grow in every direction, as, for instance,

Rome, Paris and London, or, near us, Worcester. But Bos-

ton, as has been stated, had on all sides water.

There was water on State Street nearly to Kilby Street, a

cove to Congress and Federal Streets ; water reached east of

the United States Hotel, and nearly to Washington Street,

and closely beside that to beyond the Neck. The sites of

Shawmut Avenue, Church Street and Charles Street were all

under water, like the South End and all the modern Back

Bay. Over the North Station territory, and all along the pres-

ent shores of the North End, and extending well in to North

Street was water. The great area of the Mill Pond, joined by

a canal to the Harbor, made the North End an island. Yet

farther encroaching on the solid land were, at least, half a

dozen marshes, and half a dozen hills also—" Centry," steep-

sided, half a mile long, part of it a hundred and eighty feet

high. Room enough in the earlier times, but as population

and business increased ten-fold, even over thirty-fold, some-

thing must occur ; there must be crowding and overturning,

and pushing outward. So the leveling and filling-in processes

began and continued. Also began the passing away of the

old, and the making of the new, continued to this day.

Structures are built, kept, and superseded, and sundry rea-

sons determine their nature.

Through two centuries Boston was in many ways really or

practically an English town, and English thought, fashions and

practices were dominant. So far as circumstances allowed, the

styles of buildings were English of the current date. One
simple matter of fact had great effect. Building materials

accessible or of least cost were, and must be, used ; conse-

quently, as already remarked, the wooden, combustible, decay-

ing town, with its inevitable changes, began.



8

In regard to the nature and styles of the buildings, we are

to remember that there were, and could be, none of certain

sorts that characterized Old World towns and cities. There

was none of the military architecture. Encompassing walls,

towers, portals, and the castle and defensible houses or palaces,

never existed here. There was no ecclesiastical organization

that produced the Cathedral, or even the great Parish Church

as in the Lincolnshire Boston, and indeed in every English

town, large or small. There were no monastic institutions

that in many an English place for centuries gave it never-rival-

led beauty and dignity. There was no social life that created

the palace or its approximate. Even the civil government,

and the tastes and means of the people, did not create large,

imposing and enduring structures. Then what was there to

preserve, or that could be preserved for any long time ? What
were the buildings .'*

First, the Public Buildings— and again the materials are

to be considered. The times of prevalent wood passed. In

the eighteenth century bricks became more and more used,

until they were the chief material. By the middle of the

century some stone was used, but quarrying and transporta-

tion were little understood, and not until the nineteenth cen-

tury was stone largely used. The prominent early wooden

buildings from time to time disappeared. In 171 1, the Town
House was burned, as was also the First Church near by, both

to be replaced by brick. The Old North Meeting House,

burned in 1676, was rebuilt of wood in 1677, and stood until

the British destroyed it for fuel in 1776. The early Old South

was taken down in 1729, as was Brattle Street of 1699, in

1772, both to be replaced by brick. The first Hollis Street,

of 1732, was burned in 1787 ; the West Church, of 1736, was

taken down in 1806, again both to be replaced by brick. The

early Trinity Church lasted from 1735 to 1828; its successor,

of stone, was burned in 1872.

In the eighteenth century, the Age of Brick as we may
call it, — were more numerous public buildings of that mate-



rial. From 17 12, date the Old State House, of which the

walls remain, and the First Church, removed in 1808. The

New Brick, Hanover Street, 1721, was removed for street

widening in 1871. In 1723, Christ Church was opened, and

still endures, one of the most notable buildings in Boston.

Another of these is the Old South, opened in 1730, now

changed in use and internally, but outwardly its old self,

strong and complete. In 1740 was begun a very famous

building— Faneuil Hall. It was injured by fire in 1761, and

much enlarged in 1805, but has retained its original Roman
style, and has been made more imposing. Near the close of

the century, in 1795, was begun a brick building, larger and

more prominent than any of the others— the existing State

House on Beacon Hill, with its dignified, good old Bulfinch

front, in style worthy of the Age of Washington, and unique

among American civic edifices. Of these seven brick build-

ings, five are well preserved. One other distinguished brick

building dated from the preceding century, the Old Province

House erected in 1679, and for nearly a hundred years the

most eminent house in Boston, but in the nineteenth century,

by degrees degraded and ruined, an example of stupid insen-

sibility to historic value.

What may be called the Age of Stone in Boston, began, in

any marked way, in 1754, in the erection of King's Chapel,

still one of the treasures of the city. In the course of a hun-

dred years the Stone Age developed so greatly that several

parts of the place gave such character„that it might be called

granite Boston. The Great Fire of 1872 destroyed many of

the largest and finest granite blocks or buildings, among them

one block that might fairly be called palatial, the one fronting

Winthrop Square. Blocks far larger and longer, but simpler

in style, were built near the water, Quincy Market, State

Street Block, Commercial Street Block, and Commercial and

Lewis Wharves, but the four latter have in recent years been

sadly patched. No more noble work of the Stone Age has

existed than St. Paul's Church, built in 18 19, still complete

and in full use.
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Now we come to observe the Private or Domestic Buildings,

the dweUings and business structures, and again the character-

istics made by materials and English fashions. These build-

ings, usually two or three stories high, were seldom of great

size. Ways and means did not allow elaboration, but in the

Age of Wood, as we call it, mostly in the seventeenth century,

if there was simplicity there was quaintness and picturesque-

ness. The fashion, French and German as well as English, of

projecting an upper story over a lower, much increased the

latter effect. Once numbered by hundreds, fire, decay, and

growth of the town, have left only here and there in the older

streets forlorn relics of those early wooden buildings. One of

the last preserved in good order until recent years, and it was

one of the largest and best, was the Wells house in Salem,

near Prince Street. It was solid and long, with three stories,

the upper projecting over the lower. Of the early brick do-

mestic buildings one remains noted and prominent, though

showing changes wrought by time— the " Old Corner Book-

store " at the corner of School Street, dating from 171 1 to

1 7 12. It always was plain.

The very picturesque black frame and light plaster style of

building prevalent in the West of England, does not seem to

have been much, if at all, used ; most of the settlers were from

the Eastern Counties where the style was not as common.

In the Age of Brick, the English style of minor buildings of

that material were the models. The period had passed when

most of the largest and noblest structures of brick were built,

and if it had not, resources here would not have allowed copy-

ing. But for common use the English style grew plainer,

until in the eighteenth century, and later, it was plain to ugli-

ness, and when the use of brick developed here the patterns

made in the Old Home were about the meanest ever there,

and did not inspire beauty in Provincial regions. Still we wish

that at least one of the quaint, simple, old brick streets had

survived. Notwithstanding very sweeping changes and mod-

ernizing, whole old streets have been kept in Antwerp, Co-

logne, Berne, and elsewhere.
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But among the minor buildings here, there were certain

houses of distinction by size, style and occupancy, with rooms

stately in fact, as well as by comparison with others in their

neighborhood. The most notable of all has already been

mentioned— the Province House. I happily saw its interior

before degradation began— the spacious stairway, the great

drawing room with its panelled walls, the old-time stateli-

ness were there. But no Bostonian Society existed ; the

spirit that made it had not yet been developed ; the earliest

and noblest historic residence of the city became a bar-room,

then a negro minstrel hall, and finally fuel for one of the

many local fires.

Half a mile away, on the slope of Beacon Hill, was another

historic house, already mentioned, the Hancock, built in 1737,

better placed and more elaborate externally than the Province

House. Offered at a bargain to the State, and its preserva-

tion urged by intelligence and patriotism, it was refused, and

the home of the great signer of the Declaration was sold for

old junk. Illustration of the spirit that prevailed at the time

is shown in the collections of this Society, by a large view of

the Old State House, in 1870, m^de a magnified bill-board by

horrors of advertising.

About half way between the two building just mentioned,

was the Mansion built in 1722 by Edward Bromfield, with

three stories, plain outside, spacious and richly finished inside.

Near it, opposite King's Chapel, was the Faneuil-Phillips

House, more ornate, and also three stories high. Growth of

the town and grading the Hill accounted, at least to some ex-

tent, for their disappearance.

At the North End, on Garden-Court Street, was the fa-

mous Frankland House built in 1735, and abounding in as-

sociations. It was of brick, three stories high, and had twenty

rooms, a spacious central hall, and a great staircase. Its out-

side was plain, but it had a very rich interior. Next door to

it was Lt. Governor Hutchinson's House, also externally plain,

but internally very rich, nearly destroyed by a mob August

26, 1765. The very great changes that have occurred in this
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part of the town would prevent continued occupancy of such

houses by such families.

In the older rural parts of the State, town or country, there

are not infrequently estates that are occupied from generation

to generation by the same family, as was often the case in

England, but in Boston there seems less of such succession.

Permanence was exceptional ; shifting about of families rather

was the rule, and this may be one of the reasons why family

homes were not apt to be preserved.

The residential part of the city, as it is called, has indeed

for various causes always been shifting, we might say by

necessity, and the movement has been continuous to our time.

Persons now living remember quaint and fine old Franklin

Street, Summer Street with its trees and great respectability,

and Colonnade Row in simple dignity. But advancing trade

now holds possession, and is without need invading the most

picturesque and effective residence streets ever in Boston, or

indeed, America.

After review of occurrences here, let us look at what has

been done elsewhere. Our virtues and our failings may be all

our own, but comparison shows that they are not unique, and

that history is repeated or duplicated. It has been remarked

that our town, English for some two centuries, was apt to fol-

low English ways ; so we turn to London, the great exponent

of things and acts English, to find what those there were.

Of course ancient London is out of our limit of view. With

our dates and conditions here, there is no parallel in the large

Roman city and the awful desolation that followed the end of

Roman power, or ensued in the Saxon period, nor in the long

story of the Middle Ages. There have been, indeed, three or

four Londons on one site. The vast city that we know stands

on solid, even land, with space for growth indefinitely in every

direction. But in order to have the present surface there has

been a vast amount of leveling and grading. North of the

Thames were hills with valleys traversed by streams running

into it ; south, east, and westward were marshes. Then, where

about the existing surfaces were made and buildings to greater
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and greater extent covered them, the changes caused by con-

stant growth ensued.

Thirty-six years after Boston was founded came the Great

Fire of London that swept from near the Tower to Temple

Bar, and made far greater and more widely spread changes

than those caused by our Great Fire in 1872. A large part

of the old London disappeared, and a new city took its place.

Then for a long time, while people here were building our

town, the citizens there were engaged in a like way, and their

fashions, as already said, were followed here. There, of course

were edifices, public and private, on a far greater scale than

was possible here, together with a vast amount of common

building. Numerous engravings show us that much of it was

plain externally, even in huge houses of the nobles and the

rich. Church, State, and Corporations adopted, almost exclu-

sively, modified Roman styles and used much stone ; but brick

was the chief material for shops and houses. There were

many town residences of the great families, often with exten-

sive gardens, and such residences while apt to be plain exter-

nally, had sumptuous interiors. So far as means here allowed,

we observe the same characteristics.

There, as here, came the changes made by growth of popula-

tion and business. Grounds and sites of the great houses were

needed and occupied. Fashion was continually moving west-

ward. There were destructions farther and wider indeed.

South and east of London a surprising number of monastic

buildings and palaces disappeared. West of Temple Bar there

has been even more marked change in the Strand : once a

street of palaces it is now a street of shops, varied by a few

hotels and public buildings— the latter large and imposing.

Even many a lesser but fine city house of merchants and others

dating from the Georgian period has disappeared or has been

altered. Destruction of the great old houses from Charing

Cross eastward ended only when the last one of them was torn

down in 1874— Northumberland House, the largest, most im-

posing and most historic of all, associated long with some of

the noblest families in the British Empire. Many living per-
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sons can remember it. On part of its site is now a tall and

not lovely hotel. The enormity of the Hancock House demo-

lition is rivalled, or surpassed, by this English vandalism.

Very recently, in 1908, Crosby Hall, part of a stately city

house that held its ground for centuries, has had to give way

to business, but as its stones were removed, they were, I am
told, numbered, so that they can be elsewhere re-erected.

Temple Bar had to leave the city boundary, but it has risen

again in a Park some miles in the country, where at least,

it will not be splashed with mud as it was in its original

position.

Along with the changes, magnificent additions are made
;

the greatest historic monuments are carefully kept— never

were they finer, and London flourishes, one of the most attrac-

tive cities ever in the world.

Conclusions that we reach after retrospect seem evident.

Destruction in Boston has been great, but a large part of it

has been by accidental fires and by necessity. Much of it

could hardly have been avoided. Of Public Buildings dating

from before 1800, considering the moderate number substan-

tial enough to last long, the preservation has really been gen-

eral, and fairly can be called a credit, an honor, to the city.

In aggregate of number, interest and importance, they are

unsurpassed, if equalled, in the country ; they are precious

historic assets to be guarded and held. Of early Private

Buildings we have preserved very little ; we have followed

London fashions to an extreme— those hardly pardon, but

may account for our failings.

In the city of the Old World and the town of the New were

like conditions, caused by grading and filling, by fires, and by

constant growth. We might be very glad to see standing the

old State Street of 1802, as shown in the painting owned by

the Historical Society, quaint and picturesque, a monument

of earlier life, but that would not be possible. The needs

of our times could not be met by it, and the street in our

day is, after all, a far more imposing monument, long to

remain.
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If we cannot, however, have this one old street, we have

the arrangement of nearly all the streets of the old town—
crooked, irregular, effective, and also convenient, by their plan

often eloquent as inscriptions of their origin, none of the ugly

and sometimes senseless " gridiron " rectangles of modern

American places, but unmistakably and uniquely old Boston.

And they are here to stay, for the cost of straightening— and

spoiling— them prohibits schemes of the innovator. Devel-

opments of cowpaths they have been called, and may be to

some extent, but often indicators of the early "lay of the land"

that shaped them. They are historic in their varied lines.

Still the old expressive streets run their ways, and here on

its own old ground, at the head of the most historic of all of

them, stands the most historic building saved, or that existed

to be saved, largely by efforts through many a year by mem-

bers of this Society. And here it is for the living, and those

who follow them, to keep, as our late distinguished associate,

Dr. George H. Moore, said it should be, like the ancient Greek

" home of the State " where " the perpetual fire was kept burn-

ing " as it ought to be in this, the

" Prptaneum 25ogtoniens!e."

REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS.

The Rev. J. P. Langley Bodfish, in behalf of the Directors,

presented their Annual Report :
—

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Members of the Bosto-

nian Society

:

At the close of the year 1909 there were in the Society,

Honorary Members ..... 3

Life Members . . . . . . 619

Annual Members ..... 497

Making a total of . . . . .1,119
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This shows the same number of Honorary Members, a gain

of five Life Members and a loss of eight Annual Members,

as compared with the previous year.

An analysis of the Membership Roll shows the following

changes

:

LIFE MEMBERS.

There were at the close of 1908 . . . 614

Added during the year 1909 . . . 22

636

Died during the year 1909 . . . 17

Leaving the present number . . . 619

ANNUAL MEMBERS.

There were at the close of 1908 . . 505

Added during the year 1909 . . . 32

537
Died, transferred and resigned during the

year 1909 ...... 40

Leaving the present number . . . 497

VISITORS TO THE OLD STATE HOUSE.

During the year 1909 the number of visitors to the Rooms

of the Society, who registered, was as follows

:

From Boston . . . . . . 529
" elsewhere in the United States . 3,098

" foreign countries . . . . 173

Total 3,800

This number is smaller than usual, as on many days during

the past six months, free access to the Rooms of the Society

has been greatly interrupted by the alterations made on the

building, during the work of restoration.

It indicates, however, that about fifty thousand persons have

visited the Old State House during the past year.
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PAPERS READ BEFORE THE SOCIETY.

The following papers have been read before the Society at

the Monthly Meetings in the Council Chamber, during the past

year

:

Jan. 12 : Annual Address, "Historical Museums in a Dozen

Countries," by James Frothingham Hunnewell, President of

the Society.

Feb. 9 : "Boston Theatre and Poe's Birthplace," by Walter

K. Watkins.

March 9 :
" The First Two Ministers of the First Church of

Boston, and their Verse," by Alfred P. Page.

April 13 : "Milestones in and near Boston," by Charles F.

Read, Clerk of the Society.

May II :
" Faneuil Hall Market," by George E. McKay.

Oct. 12 : "Madam Sarah Knight; a Gentlewoman of Bos-

ton; her Diary of 1704, and her Times, 1666-1726," by Rev.

Anson Titus.

Nov. 9 : "The Story of Boston Light," by Fitzhenry Smith,

Jr.

Dec. 14 :
" Letters and Memoranda of Sir Archibald Camp-

bell, a Prisoner of War," by Archibald M. Howe. Sir Archi-

bald was captured in Boston Bay, June 17, 1776.

NECROLOGY.

During the past year we have learned of the deaths of

thirty-eight members of the Society. Their names are as

follows :
—

DIED IN 1908.

Edward Preble Motley, born in Boston, May 13, i860, died

in Beverly, July 3.

John Hammond Griggs, born in Boston, May 7, 1823, died

in Roxbury, Sept. i.

DIED IN 1909.

John Davis Weld, born in Boston, Jan. 15, 1850, died in

Boston, Jan. 17.
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William IngersoU Bowditch, born in Salem, Aug. 6, 1819,

died in Brookline, Jan. 24.

Clarence William Jones, born in Boston, Dec. 22, 1837, died

in Brookline, Jan. 28.

George Henry Leonard, born in Middleboro, June 26, 1837,

died in Boston, Feb. 10.

Melancthon Woolsey Borland, born in Boston, Jan. 19, 1824,

died in Boston, Feb. 12.

James Clarke Tileston, born in Boston, Oct. 22, 1823, died

in Chestnut Hill, Feb. 21.

Eugene Tompkins, born in Boston, Sept. 28, 1850, died in

Boston, Feb. 22.

Ezra Herbert Towle, born in East Boston, July 16, 1857,

died in New York, N. Y., Feb. 24, 1909.

William Parsons Lunt, born in Quincy, Feb. 18, 1837, died

in Boston, April 12.

Joseph Benjamin Moors, born in Groton, Oct. 9, 1831, died

in Boston, April 30.

Albert Woodman Hastings, born in Boston, Feb. 21, 1827,

died in West Roxbury, May i.

Alanson Tucker, born in Boston, April 20, 1848, died in

Boston, May i.

Benjamin Cutler Clark, born in Boston, Oct. 10, 1833, died

in Boston, May 20.

Charles Burnham Porter, born in Rutland, Vt., Jan. 19,

1840, died in Boston, May 21.

Miss Charlotte Alice Baker, born in Springfield, April 4,

1833, died in Boston, May 22.

Louis Porter Hollander, born in New York, N. Y., Sept. 12,

1 84 1, died in Marblehead, May 26.

Amos Lawrence Edmands, born in Boston, Jan. 21, 1838,

died in Newton, May 27.

Charles Wetmore Kellogg, born in Ashland, Ohio, May 30,

1839, died in Brookline, June 6.

William Henry Baldwin, born in Brighton, Oct. 20, 1826,

died in Boston, June 8.
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John Noble, born in Dover, N. H., April 14, 1829, died in

Boston, June 10.

Stephen Holbrook Rhodes, born in Franklin, Nov. 7, 1825,

died in Brookline, June 11.

Louis Prang, born in Breslau, Germany, March 12, 1824,

died in Los Angeles, Cal., June 14.

Dana Estes, born in Gorham, Me., March 4, 1840, died in

Brookline, June 16.

Seth Adams Choate, born in Rockport, Oct. 26, 1839, died

in Boston, July 25.

Richard Hall Stearns, born in Ashburnham, Dec. 25, 1824,

died in Poland Springs, Me., Aug. 16.

Stephen Moody Crosby, born in Salisbury, Aug. 14, 1827,

died in Cohasset, Aug. 3 1

.

Gorham Dummer Gilman, born in Hallowell, Me., May 29,

1822, died in Newton, Oct. 3.

Moses Grant Daniell, born in Boston, Sept. 19, 1835, died

in Roxbury, Oct. 19.

George Sumner Mann, born in New Salem, Nov. 24, 1834,

died in Brookline, Oct. 27.

Franklin James Wight, born in Boston, Jan, 15, 1870, died

in Dorchester, Nov. 17.

Daniel Weld, born in Boston, April 21, 1837, died in Brook-

line, Nov. 27.

Stephen Foster Woodman, born in South Hampton, N. H.,

Dec. 6, 1844, died in Jamaica Plain, Dec. i.

Miss Elizabeth Ballard, born in Boston, April 30, 1 829, died

in Boston, Dec. 5.

Leonard Augustus Jones, born in Templeton, Jan. 13, 1832,

died in Boston, Dec. 9.

Andrew Chapin Slater, born in Worcester, March 30, 18 19,

died in Newton, Dec. 11.

Charles Francis Wright, born in San Francisco, Cal., April

19, 1 85 I, died in Boston, Dec. 27.

Messrs. Baldwin, Bowditch, Daniell, Estes, Griggs, Leonard,

Mann, Motley, Prang, Slater, Stearns, Tileston, Tompkins,
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Tucker, Daniel Weld, John D. Weld and Wright, and Miss

Baker were Life Members.

Messrs. Borland, Choate, Clarke, Crosby, Edmands, Oilman,

Hastings, Hollander, Clarence W. Jones, Leonard A. Jones,

Kellogg, Lunt, Moors, Noble, Porter, Rhodes, Towle, Wight

and Woodman, and Miss Ballard were Annual Members.

Of these valued members of the Society, we speak first of

Benjamin C. Clark, who was for many years a Director of the

Society. Mr. Clark was a merchant of this city for many

years and was also the Haytien Consul for Boston for forty-

three years. He was widely known through his membership

in many societies and clubs, and by his philanthropic work in

the charities of the city.

The Directors of the Society, at a special meeting, held June

2, 1909, passed the following Vote, offered by President Hun-

newell :
—

"The Directors of the Bostonian Society express on their

records their appreciation of Benjamin Cutler Clark.

" He was for many years an Annual Member of the Society

and a Director from 1890 to 1905, when he resigned on ac-

count of failing health. His steady attendance, his interest in

the Society and his energy in its work, made him a valued

member of the Board of Directors and of the Society. The

Directors offer to his family their sympathy and regard, to-

gether with a copy of this entry on their records,"

William H. Baldwin was a citizen of Boston well-known as

the head of one of its great philanthropic institutions for forty

years, and he was also identified with many religious and social

organizations. He was interested in local history, and became

a member of the Bostonian Society many years ago and served

as a Director from 1884 to 1886.

John Noble was the accomplished Clerk of the Supreme

Judicial Court of Massachusetts for thirty-three years. He
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was also interested in historical study and directed the publi-

cation of the Records of the Courts of Assistants of the Col-

ony of Massachusetts Bay as issued by the County of Suffolk.

He had also printed several historical papers.

Louis Prang, a native of Germany, was the pioneer in this

country, of reproducing works of art in colors, and for these

reproductions he coined the word " chromo," He lived to see

his ideas embodied in a great commercial business. He also

was interested in the history of this city, in which he made his

home, and was a frequent attendant at the meetings of the

Society.

Joseph B. Moors was a Boston merchant for many years,

and later devoted his activities to banking interests. He was

interested in the history of Boston and had occasionally read

papers on the subject before this Society. He served for sev-

eral years on the Committee on Membership.

Gorham D. Gilman when a young man, was a merchant in

the Hawaiian Islands, where he was in business at two periods

for about twenty years in all, and his residence in that king-

dom remained a pleasant memory during a long life. Return-

ing to this country in 1861, he was for more than fifty years a

Boston merchant, and was Hawaiian Consul General in New
England from 1893 to 1901, when Hawaii was annexed to the

United States, Mr. Gilman was prominent in the religious,

political, mercantile and social life of this city and in Newton,

where he made his home.

Stephen M. Crosby was for many years a well known citi-

zen of Boston. He was in the service of the United States as

Paymaster for about three years, during the Civil War, and

was brevetted Lieutenant Colonel for meritorious conduct.

Colonel Crosby was long identified with financial institutions

in this city and was also connected with numerous religious

and other organizations.

We are happy to state that substantial progress has been

made in the promised restoration of the Old State House by

the City and State to its original appearance and condition.
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When finished it will be an artistic object lesson in the history

of our city. Every Bostonian should be proud of these old

buildings remaining to us : even her crooked streets are pictur-

esque reminders of her patriotic history, and vastly to be pre-

ferred to the checkerboard style of laying out more modern

cities. May they always be preserved.

Respectfully submitted,

J. P. Langley Bodfish,

For the Directors.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ROOMS.

As this Report of the Committee on the Rooms is written,

the finishing touches are being made on the Old State House,

which were authorized by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

and the City of Boston, the cost being defrayed by equal ap-

propriations from State and Municipality.

Briefly stated, the alterations consist of the substitution of

brick for stone in the basement story, the placing of new doors

and vestibules on the west end and on the north and south

sides, the reconstruction of the historic balcony on the east

end, new window sashes throughout the building, the entire

refinishing of the lower west hall, and the removal of the paint

from the exterior walls of the building.

The Old State House is thereby greatly changed, and the

prevailing popular opinion is that the change is an agreeable

one, and that the building is now more typical of the period

of its erection, almost two centuries ago.

Although not in the nature of restoration, much remains to

be done to make the building habitable, cleanly and attractive.

The steam-heating plant should be extended to the third or

attic story, and made adequate for extreme winter weather,

and the interior of the building, with the exception of the

lower west hall, should be repainted during the coming year.

The people of Boston and Massachusetts look to their legis-

lators to render to the Old State House the care and venera-

tion which it merits as an historic and ancient building. The
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Bostonian Society, as its constitutional guardian, will admin-

ister the trust faithfully in the future as it has done for the

past twenty-seven years.

The closing days of the year 1909 have brought to the

Collections of the Society a most valuable gift from an inter-

ested life member, Mr. Arthur Frederick Estabrook. This is

a collection of about two hundred and fifty negatives of photo-

graphs of Old Boston, which had been gathered by A. H.

Rickard of this city. About one hundred of these photo-

graphs are not in the Society's Views of Old Boston, most of

which were given us by the generosity of a member, Henry

Pelham Curtis. When, therefore, prints of the new negatives

are added to our present Collection, it will be greatly increased

in size and interest, and the Society will own negatives of a

large portion of its Views of Old Boston.

An interesting Boston relic of sixty years ago was given to

the Society by Josiah Phillips Quincy, a member, at the

monthly meeting last May. It is the original manuscript copy

of an Ode written by James Russell Lowell, the poet, for the

Cochituate Water Celebration in Boston, on October 25, 1848.

The Ode and the accompanying letter are as follows :
—

Elmwood, Oct. 12, li

My Dear Sir

:

As I have not failed to notice, that, on all public occasions,

whenever you call upon any body for a speech or a song, not only

is there no escape, but also the victim becomes happily inspired.

I have answered your draft upon Helicon with as much as my little

cup (at a hasty dip) would hold.

Instead of bringing in old Aquarius with his watering pot, I have

ventured to let the Fountain speak for itself, no very great poetical

license, since his recognized profession is that of a spouter. I

know not how well adapted for singing my ode may be, but I

thought it best to let my fancy run freely into the mould which the

first mood of mind naturally got ready for it, than to incur the

risk of its getting cold and inductile while I was elaborating a

form adapted to the requirements of music.

I think my speech is not an improper one for the mouth of the

fountain. Referring, not immodestly, to the various services of
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water, it yet, with becoming delicacy, abstains from any allusion to

one use to which our ancestors put it, namely, as a test for the dis-

covery of witches. As fresh water is the speaker, I thought that a

stanza about ships, &c., would be incongruous.

As the city's laureate, I suppose I may claim my pipe of water

annually, but I will compound in consideration of the privilege of

looking at the fountain whenever I am in Boston. And shall I

seem to be travelling out of the record if I make a suggestion in

regard to the fountain itself ? None of the fountains in New York,

except that in the Park (when thrown in a single jet) are orna-

ments to the city. That in the Bowling Green is a positive dis-

figurement. Boston is famously munificent in works of Use and

Charity. She is rich enough now to pay a public tribute to Art.

Is it out of the question to have Powers employed to make the de-

sign of a fountain for us ? A work of his would be a KTrjfia i<; aei

[a possession for all time], and would furnish the fountain with a

fitting pulpit from which to preach its sermon of grace, purity, and

perpetual aspiration. If the city cannot take such a responsibility,

might it not be done by subscription ?

If my ode should not seem adapted to the musical wants of the

occasion, I trust you will believe that I do not wish to hang it

around your neck, and will feel entirely at liberty to procure a fitter

one elsewhere. Only, as far as I remember, in the happier days

of the Ode (and the days of happier odes), they were never written

to the tune of " Hail Columbia " or " Lutzen's Wild Hunt."

I remain very truly, J. R. Lowell.

Hon. JosiAH QuiNCY, Jr.,

Mayor, &c. &c.

P.S. If you like it and it is to be printed, it would oblige me if

you would have z. proof sent me, as proof-readers sometimes inflict

severe wounds with their small shot of commas and semicolons.

ODE.
I

My name is Water : I have sped

Through strange dark ways untried before,

By pure desire of friendship led,

Cochituate's Ambassador

;

He sends four royal gifts by me.

Long life. Health, Peace and Purity.
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I'm Ceres' cup-bearer ; I pour

Her flowers and fruits and all their kin,

Her crystal vintage, from of yore

Stored in old Earth's selected bin,

Flora's Falernian ripe, since God
The winepress of the Deluge trod.

In that far Isle, whence, iron-willed.

The New World's Sires their bark unmoored,

The Fairies' acorn cups I filled

Upon the toadstool's silver board,

And, 'neath Hearne's oak for Shakspeare's sight,

Strewed moss and grass with diamonds bright.

No Fairies in the Mayflower came,

And, lightsome as I sparkle here.

For Mother Baystate, busy dame,

I've toiled and drudged this many a year,

Throbbed in her engines' iron veins.

Twirled myriad spindles for her gains.

I, too, can weave ; the warp I set

Through which the sun his shuttle throws.

And, bright as Noah saw it, yet

For you the arching rainbow glows,

A sight in Paradise denied

To unfall'n Adam and his bride.

When Winter held me in his grip.

You seized and sent me o'er the wave,

Ungrateful ! in a prison ship
;

But I forgive, not long a slave,

For, soon as Summer south-winds blew,

Homeward I fled disguised as dew.
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For countless services I'm fit,

Of use, of pleasure, and of gain,

But lightly from all bonds I flit,

Incapable as fire of stain
;

From mill and washtub I escape

And take in heaven my proper shape.

So free myself, to-day, elate

I come from far o'er hill and mead,

And here, Cochituate's Envoy, wait

To be your blithesome Ganymede
;

And brim your cups with nectar true

That never will make slave of you.

In this connection, it is interesting to mention another gift

received during the past year from the estate of George E.

Saunders, of Cambridge, by the courtesy of his daughter. It

is a copy of the foregoing ode, which was printed on a press

carried on a wagon in the celebration procession ; it was ob-

tained by Mr. Saunders as it was thrown from the wagon, and

he kept it for the remainder of his life.

Among the additional interesting relics added to the Collec-

tions during the past year, one merits description. It is a

small model of the famous battle-ship Ohio, made largely of

animal bone by Lieut. Thomas Letican while a prisoner of war

in Dartmoor Prison, England, during the War of 1812.

In this manner, the Collections of the Society increase from

year to year by gifts from persons interested in the preserva-

tion of the antiquities of Boston. The Society therefore

solicits the continued co-operation of the community, to enable

it to prosecute the interesting work for which it was organized

in 1881.

During the year 1909, the Committee on the Rooms has

expended the sum of 1^139.27, and during the same time the

Society has, through the Committee, realized ^132.02 from

the sale of prints and souvenirs.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

December ^I^ igog.



/.

Ale. ^£^^ y^^**^ {rtcy-st/ f<^f^ ^ ^^^f^ >j
—





27

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE
LIBRARY.

The Committee on the Library reports as follows for the

year 1909 :
—

One hundred and twenty-one volumes and fifty-two pamphlets

have been added to the Library, and the sum of ;^ 124.81 has

been expended for its maintenance and the purchase of books.

From the estate of William Parsons Lunt, a member at the

time of his death, and who, it will be recalled, was a pub-

lisher in this city for many years, the Society received by the

courtesy of his sister, Mrs. Ellen Munroe, twenty-one volumes,

relating mostly to the local history of Cambridge, Newbury-

port, Lancaster, Hingham and Plymouth, all ancient towns of

Massachusetts.

As the year was drawing to a close, the Society received

from the estate of Benjamin Franklin Stevens twenty-seven

volumes relating largely to the history of Boston, and com-

prising several standard works. We are indebted for this

gift to Mrs. Helen Jordan, a daughter of Mr. Stevens, who, it

will be remembered, delighted to write of the history of the

city in which he passed his entire life of more than four-score

years.

We have received from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

through the office of the Secretary of State, the Vital Records,

to 1850, of the following towns of Massachusetts: Brookfield,

Danvers, Methuen, Scituate, Sharon and Winchendon ; and

also the seventeenth and last volume of the Massachusetts

Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolutionary War. The Com-
monwealth is to be congratulated on the completion of this

important work, which preserves and makes available the mili-

tary records of the Massachusetts men who helped to achieve

independence in the American Revolution.

Mr. Farwell, a Director of the Society, has given to the

Library a copy of the English work entitled "Thomas Pow-

nall, M. P., F. R. S.," etc. The story of the life of this emi-

nent man, Governor of Massachusetts from 1757 to 1760, and
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a friend of America during the Revolution, will make an inter-

esting addition to the political history of Massachusetts.

We have received a copy of the volume entitled " Almon

D. Hodges and his Neighbors," from the author, Almon D.

Hodges, Jr. This is a handsomely printed and copiously

illustrated life of an old New Englander, who was for many
years President of the Washington Bank of Boston. This

sketch of manners and customs of New England life for a

century is a most interesting volume, as well as an admirable

filial tribute to a former well-known citizen.

Other interesting books added to the Library are the follow-

ing : A copy of Drake's History and Antiquities of Boston,

edition of 1857, with wide margins; this book, which was for-

merly owned by Thomas Waterman of Boston, comes from

Frederick L. Gillooly, a member ; the Story of The First Town
House, by Josiah H. Benton, from the author ; and the His-

tory of the First Church of Roxbury.

During the past year there has been deposited in the Library

as a loan, by John E. Sanborn, of New York, the manuscript

diary of the Williams Family, the first settlers of East Boston,

and covers the years 1793-18 13. It gives a good pen picture

of Boston and Chelsea of that time, and it is to be hoped that

portions, if not all of it, will be published in the future by the

Society.

For the Committee,

James L. Whitney, Walter K. Watkins,

Francis H. Brown, William G. Shillaber,

Henry W. Cunningham.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

December ^I, igog.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE.

The Committee on Finance report as follows for the year

1909:—
At the close of the year 1908 the Permanent Fund of the

Society amounted to ^46,161.21, of which sum 1^46,00000 was

invested in securities.
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During the past year, there has been added to this amount

the sum of 1^699.54, which has been derived from the life

membership fees of twenty-three new life members and from

the unexpended balance of the income of the Permanent Fund.

At the close of the year, therefore, the Permanent Fund of

the Society consists of 1^46,000.00, invested, and ^860.75 on

deposit, making a total of ^46,860.75.

For the Committee,

James F. Hunnewell,

Grenville H. Norcross,

COURTENAY GuiLD.

December31, igog.

Charles F. Read, Treasurer.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATIONS.

The Committee on Publications herewith submits its Re-

port for the year 1909.

The sixth volume of the "Publications of the Bostonian

Society " has been compiled under its supervision. The lead-

ing paper in this issue, prepared by Mr. Frank E. Bradish,

is a very interesting sketch of the life of the Rev. John Wil-

son, the first minister of Boston. Mr. Bradish has made an

important contribution to our local history by his investigation

of the authenticity of the portrait of that clergyman, long in

the possession of the Massachusetts Historical Society. The

late Dr. John Appleton, one of the members of that Society,

expressed his doubts as to whether the painting was in fact a

portrait of Mr. Wilson, as long ago as 1 867, giving his reasons

for reaching that conclusion at their meeting in September of

that year. Mr. Bradish shows that the inventory of the estate

of the emigrant Edward Bromfield, taken February 1 1, 1734-5,

mentions " Dr. Owen's picture," and no other portrait is in-

ventoried. Inasmuch as the painting in the possession of the

Massachusetts Historical Society came to them from one of

Bromfield 's descendants, and as Mather says that Wilson's
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nephew " could not by all his entreaties persuade him to let

his picture be drawn," it seems very probable that the portrait

is a likeness of Owen, rather than of Wilson.

The liberality of Thomas Minns, Esq., one of the Charter

members and formerly a Director of the Bostonian Society,

who is a lineal descendant of Rev. John Wilson, has enabled

us to illustrate Mr. Bradish's essay with a plate of the Wilson

arms, printed in colors ; and Mr. William P. Bodwell, a Life

member of our Society, very kindly contributed a sketch of

the Memorial Tablet erected in the First Church in honor of

their first pastor, which has been engraved for the volume.

The second paper, by the late William Clarence Burrage, a for-

mer Clerk of the Bostonian Society, and which was read at

one of its meetings several years ago, gives an account of

the visit of the West Point Cadets to Boston in 1821, and

has a reproduction of a contemporary print of the Military

Academy, at the side of which one of the Cadets is shown

in the uniform of the period. Mr. Moses Whitcher Mann's

description of the Middlesex Canal, an enterprise from which

Boston expected to derive great advantage, being his paper

read before the Society in May, 1908, and which is illustrated

by several views of the ancient water-way, its locks, etc., as

they appear to-day, is the third paper. It is followed by Mr.

James M. Hubbard's description of "Boston's Last Town
Meetings and First City Election," of more than ordinary

interest at the present time. The volume closes with re-

prints of some of the original documents in our collections,

with annotations by Mr. Marvin, one of our Directors ; one

of these supplies some interesting data relative to the estates

of Governor Winthrop and his neighbors on " the broad streete

from the markett place," now State Street, about 1650 and a

few years later. Biographical sketches of the individual own-

ers and others mentioned in the documents give this an added

value. There is also a full index of names and places.

The series of "Publications," of which this is the latest

issue, and only a limited number being printed for subscribers,

contains much important information, which we believe will
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be of service to all who are interested in the " study of the

history of Boston, and the preservation of its antiquities."

The Committee would take this opportunity to call the

attention of our members, and others interested in Boston's

history, to the fact that a few complete sets of the records of

the Annual Proceedings of the Society from its foundation

can be obtained at the office of the Clerk ; single copies are

sold for 25 cents each, or the series from 1882 to 1910 for

^7.00. Title pages for binding the issues from 1882 to 1907

inclusive, into five volumes, will be furnished without charge

to those who order complete sets. Aside from interesting

material in the addresses of the Presidents from year to year,

largely of an historical and reminiscent character, these pub-

lications contain papers of value to the students of Boston's

annals, which have been carefully prepared by writers thor-

oughly familiar with the topics discussed, and in which the

reader will find information not elsewhere accessible. It may
be interesting to give the titles of some of those printed since

1897:— Hon. Thomas Hancock, Proprietor of the Old Han-

cock Mansion on Beacon Street, by Rev. Carlton A. Staples ;

The Old Cathedral (R. C.) on Franklin Street and its First

Pastors, by Rev, J. P. Langley Bodfish ; Defence of Boston in

the War of 1812, with a Roster of the Officers of the Massa-

chusetts Militia engaged, and a Bibliography of that War, by

Walter K. Watkins ; Two papers on Words Coined in Boston,

by Carl W. Ernst ; Boston Ships, Past and Present, by Capt.

R. G. F. Candage ; Colonial and Revolutionary Social Life, by

John H. Crandon ; The Psalms, Tune-books and Music of the

Forefathers, by Ernest N. Bagg; The Myth of Mary Chilton,

by S. Arthur Bent ; Boston in the Boston Poets, by Edwin D.

Mead ; with others of a biographical character, on prominent

Bostonians of former days.

As in former years, the Committee have added to our col-

lection of colored prints, maps and engravings, relating to the

earlier days of the town and city, a few which have appeared

from time to time in our various publications, for which there

has been an increasing and gratifying demand from visitors,
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and from those who find them useful in " extending " works on

Boston's history. A Hst of these can be obtained on applica-

tion to the Clerk.

The Committee hope to present to our members, as the

frontispiece to the next issue to our "Proceedings," an en-

graving in colors of the Old State House in its renovated con-

dition. A few extra copies of this picture, uniform in size

with the others mentioned above, will be placed on sale, should

they be called for.

With the next issue will also be included a reproduction

from one of the negatives recently presented to the Society

by Mr. Arthur F. Estabrook, as already mentioned in the

report of the Committee on the Rooms ; it gives a view of

Fort Hill, before it was levelled. This locality, famous from

the earliest days of Boston, was the scene of many interesting

events in our local history ; the picture shows it in its con-

dition when it was a residential section. The hill, at one time

the home of many prominent citizens, ceased to be such when

the conditions of the neighborhood were changed by the build-

ing of ill-kept tenement houses and the inroads of trade. It

was finally removed in 1869 and 1870.

Respectfully submitted in behalf of the Committee,

John W. Farwell, Albert Matthews,

RuFus G. F. Candage, William Sumner Appleton.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

December 31, igog.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS.

The Committee who were appointed to nominate Officers of

the Bostonian Society for the ensuing year, begs to report

that it has attended to its duty and proposes the following

candidates :
—
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For Clerk a?id Treasurer.^

Charles F. Read.

For Directors.

Joshua P. L. Bodfish,

James F. Hunnewell,

Levi L. Willcutt,

William T, R, Marvin,

Francis H, Manning,

Charles H. Taylor, Jr.,

John W. Farwell,

Grenville H. Norcross,

Courtenay Guild.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

William Green Shillaber, "]

Charles F. Withington, I ^ .

117 r^ 1117 I Nominating
William Quincy Wales, ^ _ .

^ ^ T
' Committee,

Babson S. Ladd,

William H. Pridee,

December 21, igog.

The Report of the Committee v^^as accepted, and the Society

then proceeded to the election of ofificers, and the result as

reported by the tellers shov^^ed the unanimous choice of the

gentlemen named on the ballot as nominated.

The Treasurer presented his Annual Report, duly audited,

showing the condition of the Permanent Funds, and the cur-

rent receipts and expenses for the year. These reports will be

found on subsequent pages.

It was ordered that the President's Address, and the Reports

of the several committees as submitted, with the usual Rolls of

Members, etc., be printed in the Annual Proceedings.

On motion the Society then adjourned.

Charles F. Read, Clerk.

Jamcary 12, igio.



FANEUIL HALL MARKET.

At the meeting of the Bostonian Society, held in the Coun-

cil Chamber, Old State House, on Tuesday, May ii, 1909,

Mr. George E. McKay, Superintendent of Markets, read the

following paper :
—

The establishment of a market under the control and regu-

lation of the Town of Boston was a matter which caused great

opposition on the part of the voters, and it was not until many

years after the town had accepted the gift of Peter Faneuil

that the benefits to be derived from it were appreciated. The

market was an important institution in the mother country, and

its need was early recognized by the founders of Boston, who

brought with them the ancient "common law of the market
;"

this was to safeguard buyers and sellers alike : it protected the

goods, regulated weights and measures, and settled disputes

arising in the market-place. The earliest records of a market

in the Old World represent it as a place in which order pre-

vailed, and to insure this there were officials whose word was

law.

The local court for settling these questions was called the

Market or Pie Powder Court. It received its name because

it was conducted with few formalities. The early cities had

their own law courts,— among which was the Pie Powder

Court,— and over these the head officials of the city presided.

It is said to be for this reason that the Mayor of Boston is

still called " His Honor," although no Mayor of Boston, as

such, ever exercised the duties of a Judge.

South Carolina had Pie Powder Courts in connection with

Public Fairs almost up to 1776. Boston had a Town Court as

early as 165 i, and its Municipal Court, with a wide jurisdiction

but summary proceedings, is modeled after the pattern of the

old Pie Powder Court which used to sit on market days to dis-

pose of cases arising among those who congregated in the

market places. Gradually the jurisdiction of these "Market

Courts " was extended and led to our minor courts, the pre-
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sent Municipal Court, as mentioned, being an example. The

official who administers justice in Faneuil Hall Market was

first known as Clerk, but in later years as Superintendent.

The earliest record of a market in Massachusetts was in

1633, at which time an order was passed by the Court of

Assistants for the erection of a market to be kept open on

Thursdays— the Public Lecture day. This is thought to have

only referred to a gathering of buyers and sellers at one place,

and not in any building. The site of the present Old State

House at the head of State Street was made the market place.

As a market town was thought to have special privileges,

the usual jealousies arose, and other towns soon made appli-

cation for the same privilege. Charlestown and Salem were

granted the right ; Boston was made a " Fair Town " in 1648,

and Salem, Dorchester and Watertown were authorized to hold

semi-annual fairs.

We have no record of an effort to provide a house for a

market until the bequest made in the last will of Robert

Keayne, which was probated in 1656, and in which he left

three hundred pounds for this purpose. This legacy was ap-

plied towards the expense of building the Town House in

1657-58. In this building, at the head of State Street, the

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, of which Keayne

was the leading spirit, had their armory for nearly a cen-

tury. The town, in accepting this legacy, was under obliga-

tions to make provision for the Artillery Company, and after

the acceptance of Peter Faneuil's gift for a Market and Town
House, arrangements were made to accommodate the Com-

pany with quarters in Faneuil Hall ; the first meeting was held

there in April, 1746. It is for this reason that no rent is

charged to the Company,— a fact which has at times caused

considerable controversy. In the Acts passed by the General

Court for the erection of this public building it was provided

that a place should be kept "free to sit dry in, and keep

warm."

In 1695 an Act was passed forbidding the sale of imported

provisions at wholesale, until after three days' notice had been
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given by a public crier ; this was considered to be in favor of

the poor, who were thus to have an opportunity to buy in

small quantities at wholesale prices. In the spring of 1696

it was ordained that a market be held in Boston every Tuesday,

Thursday and Saturday ; but public sentiment was greatly

against this measure, one reason for which was the fear that

"the Market Cross" often set up in England and on the Con-

tinent might be introduced here, and the citizens were willing

to submit to almost any inconvenience rather than to have the

semblance of that power of which they had striven hard to rid

themselves. Another objection urged by the country peo-

ple was "that if market days were appointed, all the country

people coming in at the same time would glut the market, and

the towns-people would buy their provisions at their own

price." But the latter also had their grievance, and complaints

were frequently made that they were imposed upon by huck-

sters ; and in 17 17 the question of a market house was again

agitated, the claim being made that it was the only way in

which to remedy the evil. When the desired unanimity was

secured, seven hundred pounds were raised to defray the ex-

pense of providing three market buildings ; one was estab-

lished in the vicinity of Essex Street, one near the Old North

Meeting House, called North Square, and one in Dock Square,

where Faneuil Hall Market was erected later.

June 4, 1734, was the first real market day, when the build-

ings provided and protected by the Town Government were

opened. The newspapers of that day said, "it was a day of

history for the Town of Boston." There was a large concourse

of people, buyers, sellers and spectators, and an abundance of

provisions were brought in for sale ; those that excelled in

goodness and cheapness sold quickly. There were then no

middle-men ; the farmers sold their produce, and the fishermen

their own catch. After a century of loose marketing, Boston

had well-regulated, systematic markets, and one would suppose

these would have met with public favor, but such was not to

be ; the contentions were still kept up ; the people preferred

to be served at their own doors rather than to resort to fixed
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unpopular and were abandoned. The market house at the

North End was taken down and the lumber used in another

public building. That in the South End was converted into

stores and rented. The one in Dock Square met with a dif-

ferent fate : the opponents of a local market took the matter

into their own hands, and being determined to ruin if they

could not rule, on a dark night in 1737 they disguised them-

selves as clergymen and tore the building down.

Nothing further in the way of a market under the control

of the town was attempted until 1740, when Peter Faneuil,

one of Boston's wealthy merchants, and a firm believer in a

public market, made a proposal to the citizens, " that he would

at his own expense erect and complete a building to be im-

proved for a market, for the sole use and benefit of the town,

provided the town would pass a vote for that purpose, pass.

such regulations as might be necessary, and constantly support

it for the said use." While his proposal met with the approval

of many of the towns-people, and Faneuil, when passing down
King Street (now State Street) to his office, frequently heard

them remark, " Good thing ; hurrah for neighbor Peter
! '"

there was nevertheless a great deal of opposition on the

part of the voters. At the meeting called by the Selectmen

to consider this generous proposal, much fear was expressed

that illegal voting would take place (a thing believed by some

to be not infrequently done in our own day), and an effort

was made to have each voter write his name on the back of

his ballot. This suggestion was not adopted, but it was de-

cided to take the ballot by a yea and nay vote. There were

727 votes cast, and the motion to accept the gift was carried

by a plurality of only seven. Even then, this generous offer

would have been refused had not a clause been added " that

the farmers should be at liberty to carry their produce wherever

they wished, about the town, to dispose of it."

About two years were required to complete the building,

and it was opened September 25, 1742. The first record of

leasing a stall was in December, 1742, when Anthony Hodg-
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son was granted liberty to occupy No. 8 for one month, to sell

butter, cheese and flour, three days in each week, on the con-

dition that he would sell to the inhabitants as cheap as they

could buy at wholesale. This pioneer of the Faneuil Hall

stall-keepers made a specialty of Irish butter, which he im-

ported from the Emerald Isle, and also of Cheshire cheese,

which was claimed to be far better than the domestic manu-

facture, brought in by the countrymen and sold from their

saddle-bags at the houses of their customers. This innovation

seems to have tended to increase rather than lessen the oppo-

sition to the market,

Peter Faneuil did not live long to enjoy the fruits of his

generous bequest, as he died suddenly March 3, 1743. Again

the opponents of a public market came to the front, and so

strong were they that the best efforts of some of the leading

producers were unable to make their business a success, and in

September, 1747, the town voted to close the market. It was,

however, reopened again in the following spring, first for three

days in each week, and later on for six days. It was a transi-

tion period ; society was divided ; it was " market " and *' anti-

market" in every department of public affairs. In the year

1752 there was a heated contest in town meeting, which re-

sulted in once more closing the market. In the following year

it was shown that under wise management the market could

be made a source of income to the town, and the doors were

again opened ; the stalls were leased, and, under new officials

and new management, a more promising start was made.

Before the people had time to test the new regulations, a

destructive fire, which started in a shop in Dock Square on

January 13, 1761, communicated with Faneuil Hall, and the

building was nearly destroyed ; only the walls remained stand-

ing. A contract was made for rebuilding, the parties to whom
it was awarded agreeing to wait until the money could be

raised by means of a lottery which was authorized by the

Legislature, some of the tickets to which were signed by John

Hancock, the first Governor of the State of Massachusetts.

The work was so far completed that the town met in the hall
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on the 14th of March, 1763, when James Otis delivered an

appropriate address.

By the opening of the Charles River Bridge in 1786, and

the West Boston Bridge in 1793, which afforded more con-

venient routes for travel, business in Boston, and especially at

Faneuil Hall Market, received a favorable impulse, and after

forty years of uncertainty the market became a permanent

institution; business increased to such an extent that in 1806

the building was enlarged to eighty feet in width (double its

original size), and the walls were carried to a greater height to

admit of the construction of galleries, which were then added

on three sides.

The opening of the Middlesex Canal in 1808, providing an

easy means of communication between the port of Boston and

the more northerly towns, gave an added impulse to trade, and

it was realized that larger and more convenient accommoda-

tions were needed to care for the rapidly increasing business

;

nothing was done, however, to bring about this relief until

Josiah Quincy, second Mayor of Boston, brought the matter to

the attention of the City Government, who at first were willing

to consider only a temporary relief. But Mr. Quincy, with the

wisdom of a statesman and the foresight of a prophet, looked

far beyond the immediate demands, and advocated a plan of

so great proportions that his suggestions met with the most

intense opposition on the part of many of the most prominent

citizens ; but he persisted in his efforts, and in January, 1 824,

was authorized by the City Council to apply to the Legislature

for authority to carry out his plans.

This was granted on February 21, 1824, and on April 25,

1825, the corner-stone of the building generally called Quincy

Market, but officially known as Faneuil Hall Market, was laid.

This corner-stone was a large block of Chelmsford granite.

The following is a description of the building : Market house

all of granite ; length, 535 feet 6 inches ; width, 50 feet, hav-

ing a central building 74 feet 6 inches by 55 feet, with a

portico on each end ; the porticoes consist of four granite

columns, 3-|- feet in diameter at the base, and 2 feet 10 inches
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at the top ; each shaft 20 feet 9 inches long, with a Doric cap.

ital. These massive columns were taken from a quarry in the

town of Chelmsford, and were brought to Boston through the

Middlesex Canal to its terminal at " Charlestown Mill-pond,"

thence across the river to the dam where now is Causeway

Street, and through its gates into the "Boston Mill-pond."

From this they were taken by the old "Mill Creek," now

covered by Blackstone Street, to the Town Dock, near Faneuil

Hall. The whole edifice is supported by a base of Quincy

blue granite, 2 feet 10 inches in height, and covers a space of

27,000 square feet. The cost above the land was $150,000,

—

probably very much less than a building of the same kind

would cost to-day.

In carrying this enterprise to completion, the city erected

the building, laid out six new streets, enlarged a seventh, in-

cluding 167,000 square feet of land, besides obtaining fiats

docks and wharf rights to the extent of 142,000 square feet,

and, as Mayor Quincy reported to the City Council, not only

without any debt or burden on Boston's pecuniary resources,

but with large permanent additions to its real and productive

property.

The building was formally opened to the public August 26,

1826, and at that time the market in Faneuil Hall was discon-

tinued, the space being occupied by dealers in hardware, cloth-

ing and hats. For two or three years after the new market

house was opened all the stalls were not taken, and the

croakers of that day were loud in their denunciation of the en-

terprise, predicting its failure and characterizing it as " Quincy

folly." But all these prophecies came to naught, for business

continued to grow and centre around the new structure to such

an extent that more space was needed, and on October 28,

1858, the market under Faneuil Hall was again opened, and

the space immediately leased by dealers in market produce.

Instead of having been a mistake on the part of Mayor Quincy,

the building of the market is the only business operation in

which the City of Boston has ever engaged which has proved

a financial success.
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In an exhibit of the different enterprises which the City of

Boston has undertaken, published by ex-Mayor Matthews in

1894, the following statement of the expenses and income

from the market investment appears : Total outlay, including

land taken, cost of building, interest paid for money to carry

out the project, repairs, salaries and other expenses of the

officials in charge of the same, had been $2,209,596.68 ; the

income from all sources had been $5,067,631, showing that

over and above all expenses the city had received $2,858,034.32.

Since that time the net income has increased to more than

$3,500,000, and the city has to-day a property valued by the

assessors at $1,800,000, besides 60,000 square feet in the

streets around the market which has not cost the city a dollar,

and which pays an annual rental of $104,946 ; truly a splen-

did showing -for what in its infancy was called " Quincy's

folly." The rental the City of Boston receives to-day from

the Faneuil Hall Market building and from the market under

Faneuil Hall is $132,800.

The city provided the building, but it was to the men who

believed with Mayor Quincy, and encouraged him in his efforts

by renting its stalls, that most of the credit of its success

belongs. By their integrity, honesty, and fair dealing, they

gave to the market a standing which has been continued by

their successors to the present time, and makes it worthy of

the reputation it bears of being the best in this country and

equal to any in the old world.

New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington are

cities in which, until twenty-five years ago, markets under city

control were prosperous and returned large incomes ; but the

removal of the residential sections to the suburbs, the estab-

lishment of provision stores in their vicinity, which send wagons

daily to the neighboring residents for orders, together with the

introduction of the telephone, have injured the trade of those

markets to such an extent that some cities have abandoned

the plan, and others are ready to do so, because the city mar-

kets are not financially successful.
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The same conditions, though to a less degree, have affected

the dealers in the Faneuil Hall Market. Up to forty years

ago it was the place where every person who had produce to

sell, or who wished to purchase, was compelled to come ; to-

day it is but a small section of a large circle, composed of

other markets and commission houses.

About thirty years ago dressed meat from the West began

to appear in Boston markets, and while at first the dealers

were not disposed to handle it— and justly so on account of

the bad condition in which much of it was received — those

objections have now been overcome by the use of refrigerating

cars, which land it here in prime condition. It was stated in

the report made to the Department which investigated the

beef trust a short time ago, that 95 per cent, of the meats re-

ceived in Boston at the present time is shipped from the West

;

comparatively few cattle are slaughtered at Brighton and

Somerville, and even the few butchers who have places of their

own are obliged to purchase beef brought from the West to

supply their trade. Previous to thirty years ago most of the

meats for the Boston market came from places within a radius

of fifteen miles, and were brought to South Market Street and

the market limits for sale. From sixty to one hundred loaded

wagons were daily to be found there ; to-day not more than a

dozen make it their headquarters, and they will soon be num-

bered with the forgotten.

While this condition exists as regards the meat products, it

has not affected the farmers to any great extent. Notwith-

standing many send their products to commission houses, and

immense quantities of Southern and foreign fruits and vegeta-

bles are received in Boston, the rural farmers still hold a promi-

nent place in the market, and during the busy season it is not

an uncommon occurrence to have from 300 to 400 teams on

the market limits and adjacent streets, with the produce of

suburban farms for sale. But Southern products are now
brought to the city in such large quantities, and in good con-

dition, that the people have become accustomed to low prices,

and unless the farmer can raise his early vegetables under
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glass, he receives but small compensation for his labor as com-

pared with what he formerly obtained. Still, most of them

get a good living, which is more than can be said for many of

the middle-men in this line of business.

Among the many places of interest to which the visitor to

Boston is attracted, there is none more popular than Faneuil

Hall Market, which, because of its close connection with

Faneuil Hall, has become not only a land-mark but a source of

pride to our citizens. The manner in which the supphes are

exhibited, the neatness and cleanliness of the entire building,

the courteous treatment which patrons receive, and the gen-

eral good order which is maintained, have gained favorable

mention from many people who are interested in and have

visited markets in all parts of the world. To a lover of scenes

of this kind nothing can be more enjoyable than a few hours

spent in visiting the market and the streets around it on a

busy day. The sight of three or four hundred wagons loaded

with fruits and vegetables, and arranged in a neat and orderly

manner— the horses having been sent to stables in the vicinity
;

the competition of the farmers in their efforts to sell their

produce ; the hustle and hurly-burly of the purchasers who
represent the commission dealers, hotels and provision stores,

as well as of the poorer classes who are looking for bargains

and an opportunity to buy something cheap, is a sight well

worth the time of any person who has it to spare. The streets

in the vicinity are crowded with wagons backed up to the

sidewalks as well as the market, with choice fruits and pro-

visions from the South and foreign countries. Here, at any

season of the year, may be found almost any article of food

that is raised in any part of the world, and it would be a sur-

prise to the early settlers could they see what a change the

enterprise of the much-maligned middle-man has accomplished.

How different are conditions to-day from what they were as

recorded in a letter written by John Hancock to a friend in

Providence, on the occasion of a dinner given by him to the

Count D'Estaing and the officers of the French fleet, when
they made a visit to Boston on August 30, 1778. He can-
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vassed the market, but saw no prospect of obtaining anything

suitable for the occasion, and wrote to his friend as follows :
—

Dear Sir : The Philistines are coming upon me on Wednesday

next for dinner ; to be serious, the Ambassador, etc., etc., are to

dine with me on Wednesday, and I have nothing to give them, nor

from the present prospect of our market do I see that I shall be

able to get anything in town. I must beg the favor of you to

recommend to my man Harry where he can get some chickens,

geese, ducks, hams, partridges, mutton, or anything which will save

my reputation in a dinner, and by all means send me some butter-

Can I get a good turkey ? God bless you, if you can see anything

in Providence, do buy it for me.

I am your real friend,

John Hancock.

The propriety of giving the name of " Faneuil Hall Market "

to the building has been widely discussed, and it has been con-

tended by many people that ** Quincy Market," by which it is

most widely known, is its proper designation, but such is

not the fact. When the market house was opened in 1826,

many of the people believed it should be called Quincy Mar-

ket, in honor of the Mayor under whose administration it had

been erected. The matter was referred to the Board of Alder-

men by a letter from the Mayor, in which he said :
" The

great object of Peter Faneuil was to locate a market in the

vicinity of the Town Dock ; for this purpose his donation seems

to have been made, and it seems to be due to his memory, and

to the generosity which distinguished his original donation,

that the market established in that vicinity should be known

by the name of Faneuil Hall Market;" and he recommended

the City Council to carry out this design, which was done.

The name of the "New Faneuil Hall Market," which is

given to that under Faneuil Hall, although it is in the original

building erected in 1742 by Peter Faneuil, and used as a mar-

ket until the new structure was opened in 1826, was adopted

when it was again opened for that purpose in 1858, to prevent

confusion in designating the business locations in either

house.
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It is probably known to every old Bostonian that the

weather vane on Faneuil Hall is a grasshopper. This has long

been so important a feature of Dock Square, that not infre-

quently the market-men have found their place of business

denominated the "Grasshopper Market." It is made of

sheet copper, hammered out by hand by Deacon Shem Drowne

in 1742. Several times it has narrowly escaped destruction ;

on one of the occasions when it was undergoing repairs, a

paper was taken from it on which was the following record,

so far as it could be deciphered :
—

Shem Drowne made me in 1742. To my brethren and fellow

grass-hoppers: fell in the year 1755, November i8th, early in the

morning, by a great earthquake by the Old Master above. [This

Vv-as in 1755, when Boston was shaken by a great earthquake,—the

same which caused the destruction of Lisbon, when 60,000 per-

sons perished.] Again like to have met my utter ruin by fire in

1 761, but hopping timely from my public station, came off with

broken bones and much bruised : was cured and fixed by my old

Master's son, Thomas Drowne, June 28, 1768, and although I

shall promise to discharge my office, yet I shall vary as the wind.

The dimensions of the grasshopper are : body, 3 feet 4
inches ; horns, 1 1 inches ; whole length, 4 feet 7 inches ; cir-

cumference, I foot 7| inches ; weight, 25 lbs. Various reasons

have been given for the selection of a grasshopper to serve

as the weather vane on Faneuil Hall. The fact that Peter

Faneuil's motive in giving a market was to accommodate the

agriculturists, has been a satisfactory explanation to many
;

some have thought it patterned after one in London ; and

others, that the design was the Faneuil crest ; but another

story, which savors of romance, is that Shem Drowne, when

a boy, became discouraged with his repeated failures in the

New World, and going out into the country lay down to sleep

in an open field, where he was awakened by a boy chasing a

grasshopper. Shem became interested in the sport and made

the acquaintance of the boy, who was the son of a wealthy

man ; he accompanied the lad to his home, where he had supper.
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and was later adopted by the boy's parents. When he became

a successful coppersmith he made the weather vane in com-

memoration of the part a grasshopper had filled in the turning

incident of his life.

It is said that when Samuel Cooper was American Consul

at Glasgow, three men claiming to be sailors from Boston ap-

plied to him for assistance to get to their homes ; being sus-

picious of them, he asked if they could tell him what the vane

on Faneuil Hall was. The first said it was a fish ; the second

that it was a horse ; the third that it was a grasshopper. Mr.

Cooper decided that the last was the only Boston man of the

three, and said :
" I will give you all the assistance you need,

but the others will have to walk to Boston for all of me. Any
man who claims to belong to Boston, and cannot tell what the

vane on Faneuil Hall is, must be an impostor."

The dealers in Faneuil Hall Market have always been most

liberal contributors in cases of public calamity as well as to

our local charities, which they are constantly invited to aid
;,

for more than twenty years they provided poultry, vegetables,

etc., every Thanksgiving for the Soldiers' Home in Chelsea

in sufficient quantities to furnish them with a two weeks'

supply.

Since the opening of the market in 1826, there have been

only four Clerks or Superintendents,— Caleb Hayward, who
served until 1836 ; Daniel Rhodes, from 1836 to 1852 ; Charles

B. Rice, from 1852 to 1877, and George E. McKay, from 1877

to the present time. It is related of Clerk Rhodes, a gentle-

man who had spent the greater part of his life at sea, and

whose autocratic manner did not always impress the people in

the market very favorably, that when President Polk visited

Boston in 1847, ^^ was taken to the market as one of the

places of special interest. Clerk Rhodes accompanied the

party, and in a loud and commanding voice . said, as he was

passing through :
" Make way, gentlemen, for the President of

the United States ; the President of the United States, gen-

tlemen, make room !
" The President had stepped into one

of the stalls to look at a nice exhibit of game that was there
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displayed, leaving the Clerk walking alone ; the latter chancing

to turn around, and not seeing the President, exclaimed :
" My

gracious, where has the d fool gone now ?
"

While the market-men have always enjoyed the reputation

of being a jolly, whole-souled class of men, ready for a jest,

or to help along any fun that presented itself, I am glad to

say that practical joking, as carried on for many years, has

been almost wholly done away. It was said at one time that

a man with a silk hat was liable to have a kidney or a piece of

liver shied at it in going through the market ; a man under the

influence of liquor was greeted with a warm reception, and

anything out of the ordinary was sure to meet with something

more than a mere passing notice ; but times have changed,

and it is seldom that the Superintendent is obliged to resort to

the power invested in his office to maintain good order and

decorum.
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SPECIAL FUNDS.

The Invested Funds of the Society include the following

Special Funds :
—

Robert Charles Billings Fund

Boston Memorial Association Fund

Edward Ingersoll Browne Fund .

George Oliver Carpenter Memorial Fund

Mrs. Catherine Page Perkins Fund

Samuel Elwell Sawyer Fund

Joseph Henry Stickney Fund

William B. Trask Fund

Robert Charles Winthrop Fund .

. $3,000 00

1,179 51

1,000 00

1,000 00

4,000 00

4,610 87

1,000 00

500 00

3,000 00

FORM OF BEQUEST.

I give and bequeath to the Bostonian Society, in the

City of Boston, the sum of dollars,

for the general use and purposes of the said Society.



ADDITIONS TO THE SOCIETY'S LIBRARY, 1909.

Donors.
Vol-
umes.

Pam-
phlets.

Allen, Gardner W 2

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company . I

Barry, Miss Esther S.

Benton, Josiah H. . . . I

Boston, City of

Boston Law Department

Boston Museum of Fine Arts I

Boston Public Library
5

Boston Street Department .

Boston Transit Commission

Brayley, Arthur W. .

Brookline (Mass.) Historical Society I

Bunker Hill Monument Association .

Cambridge Bridge Commission .

Cambridge (Mass.) Historical Society 2

Cunningham, Mrs. Anne Rowe .

Daniels, Mrs. William H. .

Dennie, Miss Mary H.

Dixwell, John ....
Essex Institute .... 5

Farwell, John W. . . .

Gillooly, Frederick L.

Green, Samuel A. . . . » • I

Hibbard, George A,, Mayor of Boston

Hodges, Almon D,, Jr. J

Howe, Octavius T. . . .

Illinois Historical Library .

Illinois Historical Society . I

John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company I

Library of Congress . 6

Lowell (Mass.) Historical Society I

Carried forward .... 35 20
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Vol- Pam-
Donors.

umes. phlets

Brought forivard .... 35 20

Lunt, William Parsons, Estate of . . . 21

Macfarlane, G. Sidney I

Manchester (N. H.) Historic Association .
'>

Massachusetts, Commissioner of Public Records I

Massachusetts Historical Society 3
Massachusetts,, Secretary of State of . . . lO

Massachusetts Society, Sons of the Revolution I

Medford (Mass.) Historical Society . 4
Murdock, Harold ...... I

National Society, Sons of the American Revolu-

tion 3

New England Historic Genealogical Society 5

Norcross, Grenville H. . , . . . I

Old Newbury Historical Society.... I

Old Northwest Genealogical Society . I

Purchased 5 I

Read, Charles F I

Reade, Philip I

Reynolds, Edward ...... 2

Rhode Island Citizens' Historical Association I

Ritter, A. Howard I

Sanborn, John E. (a loan) 5 I

Smith, Frank I

Smithsonian Institution ..... 3

Society of Colonial Wars in the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts ..... I

State Historical Society of Iowa.... 4

State National Bank I

State Street Trust Company .... I

Stevens, Benjamin F., Estate of . 27

Taylor, Charles H., Jr I 3

United States Census Bureau .... I

Ware, Horace E. ...... I

Whidden, John D I

121 52



ADDITIONS BY GIFT AND LOAN
TO THE SOCIETY'S COLLECTIONS, 1909.

DONORS.

Barry, Miss Esther S.

Benton, Josiah H.

Brown, Samuel U.

Burrage, Charles D.

Cooney, Charles L.

Currant, John F.

Dennie, Miss Mary.

Dixwell, John.

Estabrook, Arthur F,

Fillebrown, Charles E.

Greene, Norris G.

Heywood, Henry F.

Humphreys, Richard

C.

McGlenen, Edward
W.

DESCRIPTION.

Ancient trunk used for the storage of furs by-

William Barry, Hatter and Furrier, Old State
House, about 1807.

Three reprints of illustrations of book entitled
" The Story of the Old Boston Town House."

Two photographs of the interior of the Charles
Street Baptist Church,

Plaster bust of Samuel Adams, Patriot, 1722-
1802. Plaster bas-relief of the Boston Tea
Party, December 16, 1773.

Autograph letter of Bishop Cheverus to Dr. George
Parkman, written in 181 6.

Sailor's Protection, dated 1850. Certificate of
membership in the Boston Police Department,
dated 1827.

Photograph of the Boston Water Board, 1 866.

Cane, formerly owned by Dr. Oliver Wendell
Holmes.

Two hundred and fifty negatives of Views of Old
Boston.

Silver Watch formerly owned by Thomas Fille-

brown, 1 763-1 844, a soldier in the American
Revolution.

Small model of the Battle-ship Ohio, made prin-

cipally of animal bone by Lieut. Thomas Let-

tican, while a prisoner of war in Dartmoor
Prison, England. (A loan.)

Tower Musket or King's Arm, used in the Ameri-
can Revolution by Thomas Fillebrown.

Cane, given in 1846 to Samuel G. Drake, His-

torian, by Charles Ewer, Antiquarian.

Four photographs showing front, back and sides

of the Memorial to William Blackstone, first

settler of Boston ; erected over his grave in

Cumberland, R. I.
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DONORS.

McLellan, Edward.

Minns, Thomas.

Norris, Webster.

Partridge, William H.

Playfair, Edith, Lady.

Pollard, D. Frank.

Purchased.

Quincy, Josiah P.

Ruggles, Frank A.

Saunders, George E.,

Estate of.

Sparhawk, Edward E,

DESCRIPTION.

Lithograph portrait of Rev. Thomas Starr King,
1 824- 1 864.

Photograph of a drawing of Fort Hill when a

residential locality.

Three photographs of Furniture formerly owned
by Gen. Henry Knox.

Litliograph view of Bunker Hill Monument and
Monument Square, 1848.

Three Ledgers used, 1779-1848, by Nathaniel P.

Russell, merchant.

Oak balustrade post from the Plancock House.

Blank Five Hundred Bond, with attached cou-

pons, of the real estate enterprise, " Barrister

Hall, Court Square, 1854."

Original manuscript copy of James Russell Low-
ell's Ode written for the Cochituate Water
Celebration, October 25, 1848.

Mariners' Agreement for the Brig Alert, from
Boston to Cayenne, 1807, John Kenrick, mas-
ter.

Printed copy of James Russell Lowell's Ode.
(See above and page 24.) This copy was ob-

tained by Mr. Saunders at the Celebration in

1848.

Sugar Bowl and Coffee Pot of purple lustre ware,

and Punch Bowl, formerly owned by Tilly

Whitcomb, proprietor of Concert Hall. Cup
and Saucer of Berlin ware, ornamented with a
design ' supposed to be one thousand years old.'

Original copy of a Map entitled " A Plan of

Boston and its Environs, shewing the true situ-

ation of His Majesty's Army and also those of

the Rebels, drawn by an Engineer at Boston,

Octi"., 1775. London, published as the Act
directs, i2tii March 1776, by Andrew Dury,
Duke's Court, St. Martin's Lane." (Loans.)



OFFICERS

BOSTONIAN SOCIETY
SINCE ITS ORGANIZATION.

Presidents.

CURTIS GUILD, 1881-1906.

JAMES F. HUNNEWELL, 1907

Vice-Presiden t.

Francis H. Manning, 1907—
Clerks and Treasurers.^

*Samuel M. Quincy . . 1881-18S4

James M. Hubbard . . 1884-1885

*Daniel T. V. HuNTOON 1885-1886

*WlLLIAM C. BURRAGE . 1886-189O

S. Arthur Bent . . . 1890-1899

Charles F. Read . . i8qq

*Thomas J. Allen .

*Thomas C. Amory .

William S. Appleton

I 890-1 894.

•William H. Baldwin

S. Arthur Bent . .

*RoBERT R. Bishop .

Joshua P. L. Bodfish

*George O. Carpenter
*Benjamin C. Clark
*David H. Coolidge

*Jacob a. Dresser

John W. Farwell
*Albert a. Folsom

COURTENAY GuiLD

Curtis Guild . .

*JoHN T. Hassam .

Directors.

1 884-1 889

1881-18S7

1 884-1 886

1890

1882-1884

1885

I 888- I 896

I 890-1 906

1895-1907

1891-1894

1907

I 897-1 907

1908

I 88 I -I 906

1881-1890

*Hamilton a. Hill . .

James F. Hunnewell .

John Lathrop . . .

*Abbott Lawrence . .

William H. Lincoln .

Francis H. Manning .

William T. R. Marvin
Thomas Minns . . .

Grenville H. Norcross
*Edward G. Porter
*Samuel H. Russell .

*Samuel E. Sawyer . .

Charles H. Taylor, Jr.

*WiLLiAM W. Warren .

*WlLLIAM H. WhITMORE
Levi L. Willcutt . .

-1895

-1899

899-1903

1900

1894

1S89

1883

I

1887

1882

i"

1904

1900

1881-

1908

1896-

1882-

1906

* Deceased,

t The offices of Clerk and Treasurer are held by one person.



OFFICERS FOR 1910

President

JAMES F. HUNNEWELL
Vice-President

Francis H. Manning

Clerk and Trcasttrer

Charles F. Read
P. O. address, Old State House

Directors

Joshua P. L. Bodfish

James F. Hunnewell
Levi L. Willcutt
William T. R. Marvin

Francis H. Manning
Charles H. Taylor, Jr.

John W. Farwell
Grenville H. Norcross

COURTENAY GuiLD

Committee on Finance

James F. Hunnewell
|

Grenville H. Norcross

Committee on the Rooms
Levi L. Willcutt
Francis H. Manning
Charles H. Taylor, Jr

Courtenay Guild

J. Grafton Minot
The President and Clerk

ex officiis

Committee on the Library

James L. Whitney I Walter K. Watkins
Francis H. Brown I William G. Shilllaber

Henry W. Cunningham

Committee on Papers

William T. R. Marvin | Zachary T. Hollingsworth
Edwin D. Mead

Committee on Pttblications

John W. Farwell i Albert Matthews
Rufus G. F. Candage

|

William Sumner Appleton

Comtnittee on Membership

Charles H, Taylor, Jr. i Louis Bacon
William L. Allen

|

Alexander W. Longfellow
Allan Forbes

Committee on Memorials

Grenville H. Norcross | Francis H. Brown
Francis H. Appleton

CUSTODIANS.

James W. Robinson | Henry L. Dodge
John W. Kennington.



HONORARY MEMBERS.

Bent, Samuel Arthur

•Chamberlain, Mellen

Guild, Curtis

Matthews, Nathan, Jr.

*0'Brien, Hugh
*Smith, Samuel Francis

LIFE MEMBERS.

Abbe, Henry Thayer

Abbot, Edward Stanley

Abbot, Edwin Hale

*Abbot, Francis Ellingwood

*Abbott, Marshall Kittredge

Adams, Alexander Clinton

Adams, Charles Francis

Adams, Mrs. Isabella Hortense

Addicks, John Edward
Allan, Mrs. Anna
Allen, Miss Clara Ann
Allen, Crawford Carter

*Allen, Elbridge Gerry

Allen, Francis Richmond
Allen, Gardner Weld
*Allen, James Woodward
Allen, Thomas
*Alley, John Robinson

Ames, Mrs. Anna Coffin

Ames, Charles Gordon
*Ames, Frederick Lothrop

Ames, Miss Mary Shreve

*Ames, Oliver

*Ames, Mrs. Rebecca Caroline.

Amory, Arthur

Amory, Francis Inman
Amory, Frederic

Amster, Nathan Leonard

•Andrews, Frank William

Andrews, John Adams
Angell, Henry Clay

Anthony, Silas Reed
*Appleton, Mrs. Emily Warren
Appleton, Francis Henry
*Appleton, Nathan

*Appleton, William Sumner
Armstrong, George Washington
*Atherton, Joseph Ballard

Atherton, Miss Lily Bell

Atkins, Mrs, Mary Elizabeth

Atwood, David Edgar
Austin, James Walker

* Deceased.



Ayer, James Bourne

Bacon, Mrs. Louisa Crowninshield

Badger, Arthur Campbell

Badger, Daniel Bradford

Badger, Erastus Beethoven

*Bailey, Joseph Tilden

*Baker, Miss Charlotte Alice

Baker, Mrs. Ellen Maria

Baker, Ezra Henry
* Baker, Richard
* Baldwin, William Henry

*Ballister, Joseph Fennelly

*Ballister, Miss Minetta Josephine

Bancroft, Cornelius Cheever

Barlow, Charles Lowell

Barnes, Charles Benjamin, Jr.

*Barrett, Edwin Shepard

Barron, Clarence Walker

Barry, Charles Stoddard

Barry, George Thomas
Barry, John Lincoln

Barry, John Lincoln, Jr.

Bartlett, Francis

Batcheller, Robert

*Beal, James Henry

Beal, William Fields

Beatty, Franklin Thomason

Beebe, Edward Peirson

Beebe, James Arthur

Beech, Mrs. Ruth Adelaide

*Benson, George Wiggin

Bigelow, Alanson, Jr.

Bigelow, Albert Smith
* Bigelow, George Brooks

Bigelow, Joseph Smith

Bigelow, Melville Madison

Bigelow, William Sturgis

Black, George Nixon

Blake, Clarence John

Blake, Mrs. Frances Greenough

Blake, Francis

Blake, George Baty

*Blake, Mrs. Sara Putnam
*Blake, Stanton

Blake, William Payne

*Blanchard, Samuel Stillman

Blaney, Dwight

Blume, Mrs. Susan Eliza

Boardman, Samuel May
Boardman, Waldo Elias

Bodfish, Joshua Peter Langley

Bodwell, William Pearle

Bowditch, Alfred

Bowditch, Ernest William
*Bowditch, William IngersoU

Bowdlear, William Henry

Bradford, Martin Luther

Bradford, William Burroughs

*Bradlee, Caleb Davis

Bradlee, Frederick Josiah

Bradlee, Frederick Wainwright
* Bradlee, Josiah Putnam

Bradley, Jerry Payson

Brayley, Arthur Wellington

Bremer, John Lewis

Bremer, Mrs. Mary Rice

Bremer, Samuel Parker

* Brewer, William Dade
Briggs, Lloyd Vernon

Brimmer, Martin

Brooks, John Henry

Brooks, Peter Chardon

Brooks, Shepherd

Brown, Francis Henry

Brown, George Washington

Brown, Harold Haskell

Brown, John Coffin Jones

Brown, Thomas Hassall

Browne, Charles Allen

Browne, Edward Ingersoll

Browne, William Andrews

BuUivant, William Maurice

Burbank, Alonzo Norman
Burnham, John Appleton

Burr, Miss Annie Lane

Burrage, Albert Cameron

Burrage, Charles Dana
Burrage, William Clarence

Burroughs, George

Cabot, Arthur Tracy

Candage, Mrs. Ella Marie

Candage, Robert Brooks

* Diceased.
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Candage, Rufus George Frederick

*Candler, John Wilson

^Carpenter, George Oliver

Carpenter, George Oliver

*Carpenter, Mrs. Maria Josephine

Carr, John

Carruth, Charles Theodore

Carter, Fred Louis

Carter, Herbert Leslie

*Center, Joseph Hudson

Chamberlin, Charles Wheelwright

Chandler, Cleaveland Angler

*Chapin, Nahum
*Chase, Caleb

*Chase, George Bigelow

Chase, Sidney

Chase, Stephen
*Chase, Theodore

Cheney, Benjamin Peirce

Cheney, Mrs. Emmeline

Child, Dudley Richards

Church, Herbert Bleloch

Clapp, Mrs. Caroline Dennie

Clark, Charles Edward
Clark, John Spencer

Clark, Miss Nancy Joy

Clark, Nathan Freeman

Clarke, Mrs. Alice de Verraan-

dois

Clarke, Henry Martyn

*Clay, Thomas Hart

Clementson, Sidney

Cleveland, Mrs. Corinne Maud
Cobb, John Candler

*Codman, John, 2nd

*Codman, Mrs. Martha Pickman

Codman, Ogden, Jr.

Coffin, Frederick Seymour

*Colburn, Jeremiah

Collamore, Miss Helen

Converse, Elisha Slade

Coolidge, Algernon, Jr.

*Coolidge, David Hill

Coolidge, Mrs. Helen Whittington

Coolidge, Joseph Randolph

Coolidge, Mrs. Julia

Coolidge, Thomas Jefferson, Jr.

Cooney, Charles Lawrence

Corbett, Alexander, Jr.

Cordis, Mrs. Adelaide Elizabeth

Cory, Charles Barney

Cotting, Miss Alice

Cotting, Charles Edward

•Cotting, Charles Uriah

Crafts, John Chancellor

Crandon, Edwin Sanford

Crawford, George Artemas

Crocker, George Glover

Crocker, Miss Sarah Haskell

•Crosby, Charles Augustus Wilkin

s

Crowell, Horace Sears

*Crowninshield, Benjamin William

Crowninshield, Francis Boardman

Cnift, Miss Harriet Otis

•Cummings, Charles Amos
Cummings, Thomas Cahill

Cunningham, Henry Winchester

•Curtis, Caleb Agry

Curtis, Charles Pelham

•Curtis, Mrs. Eliza Fox

•Curtis, Hall

Curtis, Mrs. Harriot

Curtis, Henry Pelham

Curtiss, Frederick Haines

Cutler, Charles Francis

Cutler, Samuel Newton

•Cutter, Abram Edmands

•Cutter, Benjamin French

Cutter, Mrs. Elizabeth Finley

Cutter, Leonard Francis

Cutter, Watson Grant

Dana, William Franklin

•Daniell, Moses Grant

Danker, Daniel Joseph

Darling, Charles Kimball

Davenport, George Howe
Davenport, Orlando Henry

Davis, Arthur Edward

Davis, Ephraim Collins

Davis, George Henry

•Davis, James Clarke

•Davis, Joseph Alba

* Deceased.
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Davis, Mrs. Mary Cheney

Davis, William Henry

*Day, William Francis

*Dean, Benjamin

*Dean, John Ward
*Dean, Luni Albertus

*Deblois, Stephen Grant

•Denny, Daniel

Devlin, Edward

*Dewing, Benjamin Hill

Dexter, Morton

*Dexter, William Sohier

Dill, Thomas Bradford

Dillaway, William Edward Lowell

Dodd, George Davis

*Dorr, Francis Oliver

Dorr, George Bucknam
Draper, Eben Sumner

Draper, George Albert

Dresel, Ellis Loring

Dupee, Henry Dorr

*Dupee, James Alexander

Dutton, Harry

*Dwight, Edmund
*Dyer, Mrs. Julia Knowlton

Eaton, Albert

Eaton, Miss Georgiana Goddard

*Eaton, Walter David

Edes, Henry Herbert

*Edmands, John Rayner

Edmonds, John Henry

Eliot, Christopher Rhodes

*Eliot, Samuel

Emerson, Abraham Silver

*Emerson, George Robert

*Emery, Francis Faulkner

Endicott, William

Endicott, William, Jr.

Endicott, William Crowninshield

Ernst, Mrs. Ellen Lunt

Ernst, Harold Clarence

Estabrook, Arthur Frederick

Estabrook, Watson
Estabrook, Frederick

*Estes, Dana
Eustis, Miss Elizabeth Mussey

Eustis, Henrj' Dutton

Eustis, Joseph Tracy

Eustis, Miss Mary St. Barbe

*Fabyan, George Francis

Fairbanks, Frederick Clinton

Farnsworth, Edward Miller

Farnsworth, William

*Farrington, Charles Frederick

Farwell, John Whittemore

•Fay, Joseph Story

Fay, Joseph Story, Jr.

*Fay, Sigourney Webster

Fearing, Andrew Coatsworth, Jr.

Felton, Frederic Luther

*Fenno, John Brooks

Fenno, Lawrence Carteret

*Ferris, Mortimer Catlin

Fish, Frederick Perry

Fiske, Andrew

Fiske, Mrs. Charlotte Morse

•Fiske, Miss Elizabeth Stanley

Fitz, Mrs. Henrietta Goddard

Fitz, Reginald Heber

Fitzgerald, William Francis

Floyd, Charles Harold

*Fogg, John Samuel Hill

Folsom, Mrs. Julia Elizabeth

•Ford, Daniel Sharp

Foss, Eugene Noble

Foster, Miss Harriet Wood
•Foster, John

*Foster, Mrs. Sarah Elizabeth

Fowler, Mrs. Laura Wentworth

Fowler, William Plumer

French, Miss Caroline Louisa Will-

iams

French, Miss Cornelia Anne
French, Mrs. Frances Maria

•French, Frederick William

•French, Jonathan
•Frothingham, Thomas Goddard

Frye, James Albert

•Fuller, Charles Emerson

•Fuller, Henry Hoiton

Gallagher, Hugh Cliiford

Gallivan, Timothy Aloysius

* Deceased.
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*Galloupe, Charles William

*Galloupe, Mrs. Sarah Augusta

Gardiner, Robert Hallowell

Gardner, George Peabody

*Gardner, John Lowell

Gaugengigl, Ignaz Marcel

*Gay, Edwin Whitney

Gay, Ernest Lewis

George, Elijah

Giddings, Mrs. Susan Kittredge

Gilbert, Shepard Devereux

*Gill, James Seel

Gill, Mrs. Matilda

Gill, Mrs. Rachel Maria

Glasier, Alfred Adolphus

Gleason, James Mellen

Goddard, George Augustus

Goddard, Miss Julia

*Goodhue, Francis Abbot
*Goodrich, Mrs. Mary Eliza-

beth

*Gould, Benjamin Apthorp

Gould, Marshall Hopkins

Grandin, John Livingston

*Gray, Reginald

Gray, Russell

Green, Charles Montraville

Green, Samuel Abbott

Greene, Francis Bunker

*Greenough, Francis Boott

Grew, Edward Wigglesworth

*Grew, Henry Sturgis

*Griggs, John Hammond
Grozier, Edwin Atkins

Guild, Courtenay

Guild, Curtis, Jr.

*Guild, Mrs. Sarah Crocker

Guild, Miss Sarah Louisa

Hagar, Eugene Bigelow

*Haigh, John

*Hale, Mrs. Ellen Sever

Hall, Mrs. Ellen Page

Hall, George Gardner

Hall, Henry Lyon
*Hall, Thomas Bartlett

Hammer, Charles Dunkel

*Hammond, Mrs. Ellen Sarah

Sophia

*Hammond, Gardiner Greene
*Hammond, George Warren
*Hancock, Franklin

*Hapgood, Warren

Harrison, Walter James

Hart, Thomas Norton

Hart, William Tennant

*Hartt, John F
Haskell, William Andrew
•Hassam, John Tyler

Hastings, Henry

*Haven, Franklin

Hayford, Nathan Holbrook

*Haynes, James Gilson

*Haynes, John Cummings
*Hayward, George

Hayward, James Warren

*Head, Charles

*Hecht, Jacob Hirsch

Hemenway, Alfred

Hemenway, Augustus

Henchman, Nathaniel Hurd

Henry, William Linzee

Henshaw, Samuel

Hickok, Gilman Clarke

Higginson, Francis Lee

Higginson, Mrs. Ida Agassiz

Hill, Hamilton Andrews

Hill, Henry Eveleth

Hill, James Edward Radford

Hill, Warren May
Hill, William Henry

Hills, Edwin Augustus

Hinckley, Frederic

Hoifman, Mrs. Rebecca Russell

Hoitt, Alfred Demeritt

Holden, Joshua Bennett

Hollingsworth, Amor Leander

HoUingsworth, Sumner

Hollingsworth, Zachary Taylor

Holmes, Edward Jackson

Horaans, Charles Dudley

Homans, George Henry

Homans, John, 2nd

* Deceased.
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Hooper, Mrs. Alice Perkins

Hooper, Mrs. Mary Davis Beal

*Hooper, Robert Chamblet

Hooper, William

Hopkins, Amos Lawrence

Hornblower, Henry

*Horsford, Eben Norton

Houghton, Clement Stevens

Houghton, Miss Elizabeth Good-
ridge

*Hovey, Henry Stone

Howard, Herbert Burr

Howe, Elmer Parker

Hubbard, Charles Wells

Hughes, Laura Ann Cleophas

Hunnewell, James Frothingham

Hunnewell, James Melville

Hurlbut, Mrs. Eda Adams
Hutchings, George Sherburne
lasigi, Mrs. Amy Gore
*Jackson, Mrs. Mary Stuart

Jackson, William

James, Arthur Holmes
James, George Abbot
Jeffries, Benjamin Joy
Jenks, Henry Fitch

Jenney, Bernard

*Jenney, William Thacher

Johnson, Arthur Stoddard

Johnson, Wolcott Howe
Jones, Daniel Wayland
Jones, Jerome

Jones, Nathaniel Royal

Joy, Franklin Lawrence

Keith, Benjamin Franklin

Kellen, William Vail

Kelly, Fitzroy

*Kennard, Martin Parry

Kennedy, George Golding

Kennedy, John Joseph

Kidder, Charles Archbald

Kidder, Nathaniel Thayer

Kimball, Miss Augusta Caroline

Kimball, Mrs. Clara Bertram

Kimball, David Pulsifer

Kimball, Lemuel Gushing

* Kimball, Mrs. Susan Tillinghast

Kitson, Henry Hudson
*Kuhn, Hamilton

Ladd, Babson Savilian

Ladd, Nathaniel Watson
Lamb, George

Lamb, Henry Whitney

*Lambert, Thomas Ricker

*Lane, Jonathan Abbott

Lawrence, Amory Appleton
* Lawrence, Amos Adams
Lawrence, Charles Richard

Lawrence, John

Lawrence, Robert Means

Lawrence, Samuel Crocker

Lawson, Thomas William

Lee, James Stearns

Lee, Joseph

Lee, William Henry

Leman, John Howard
Leonard, Amos Morse

*Leonard, George Henry

Leverett, George Vasmer

Lewis, Edwin James
* Lincoln, Beza

Litchfield, Wilford Jacob

Little, Arthur

*Little, George Washington

Little, James Lovell

Little, John Mason
*Lockwood, Philip Case

Lockwood, Thomas St. John

Lodge, Henry Cabot

Long, Harry Vinton

Longfellow, Alexander Wadswortb
Longley, James

Longley, Mrs. Julia Robinson

Lord, George Wells

Loring, Augustus Peabody

*Loring, Caleb William

Loring, Miss Katharine Peabody

Loring, William Caleb

*Lothrop, Daniel

Lothrop, Thornton Kirkland

Loud, Charles Elliot

Loud, Joseph Prince

* Deceased.
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Loveland, Timothy Otis

Low, George Doane

*Low, John
Lowell, Francis Cabot

Lowell, Miss Georgina

Lowell, John
Lowell, Miss Lucy

Lowell, Mrs. Mary Ellen

Lowell, Percival

* Lucas, Edmund George

Luke, Arthur Fuller

Lyman, Arthur Theodore

*Lyon, Henry

*MacDonald, Edward
*Mack, Thomas
Macleod, William Alexander

Mandell, Samuel Pierce

*Mann, Arthur Elisha

*Mann, George Sumner
Manning, Francis Henry

Marion, Horace Eugene

*Marsh, Mrs. Julia Maria

^Marshall, James Fowle Baldwin

Marston, Howard
Marston, John Pitts

Marvin, William Theophilus Rogers

Matthews, Albert

May, Miss Eleanor Goddard

May, Frederick Goddard

*May, Frederick Warren Goddard
Mayo, Miss Amy Louisa

*Mead, Mrs. Anna Maria

Means, John Hamilton

Melville, Henry Hulmes
Merriam, Frank

Merriam, Olin Lane
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No. 1441.

Commonujealtl) of illassarliusetts.

^t it l^notDit that whereas Thomas C. Amory, Curtis Guild,

John Ward Dean, Dorus Clarke, Samuel M. Quincy, Wil-

liam S. Appleton, Thomas Minns, Henry F. Jenks, John
T. Hassam, and Dudley R. Child, have associated themselves

with the intention of forming a corporation under the name of

for the purpose of promoting the study of the history of Boston, and

the preservation of its antiquities, and have complied with the pro-

visions of the Statutes of this Commonwealth in such case made
and provided, as appears from the certificate of the President,

Treasurer and Directors of said corporation, duly approved by the

Commissioner of Corporations and recorded in this office

;

iQoto, djcreforc, ^, Henry B, Peirce, Secretary of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, Bo i)crc6p certifp that said Thomas C.

Amory, Curtis Guild, John Ward Dean, Dorus Clarke,

Samuel M. Quincy, William S. Appleton, Thomas Minns,

Henry F. Jenks, John T. Hassam and Dudley R. Child,

their associates and successors, are legally organized and estab-

lished as and are hereby made an existing corporation under the

name of

with the powers, rights and privileges and subject to the limitations,

duties and restrictions, which by law, appertain thereto.

SlMttncSS my official signature hereunto

subscribed and the seal of the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts hereunto affixed, this second

day of December, in the year of our Lord one

thousand eight hundred and eighty one.

[Signed]

HENRY B. PEIRCE,

Secretary of the Commonwealths



THE BOSTONIAN SOCIETY.

ORGANIZED TO PROMOTE THE STUDY OF THE HISTORY OF BOSTON
AND THE PRESERVATION OF ITS ANTIQUITIES.

BY-LAWS.
L

OBJECTS.

It shall be the duty of members, so far as may be in their power, to

carry out the objects of the Society, by collecting, by gift, loan, or pur-

chase, books, manuscripts, and pictures, and by such other suitable means

as may from time to time seem expedient.

11.

MEMBERS.

The members of the Bostonian Society shall be such persons, either

resident or non-resident in Boston, as shall be elected to membership.

Election shall be made by ballot by the Board of Directors at any regular

or special meeting.

III.

HONORARY AND CORRESPONDING MEMBERS.

Honorary and Corresponding members shall be nominated by the

Directors, and shall be elected by ballot by two-thirds of the members

present and voting. They may take part in the meetings of the Society,

but shall not be entitled to vote.

IV.

ADMISSION FEE AND ASSESSMENTS.

Each member shall pay five dollars at the time of his or her admission,

and five dollars each first day of January afterwards, into the treasury of

the Society for its general purposes
;
provided, however, that no person

soining the Society on or after the first day of October in any year shall be

required to pay an additional assessment for the year commencing on the

£rst day of January following.

If any member shall neglect to pay his or her admission fee or annual

assessment, for three months after the same is due, he or she shall be

iiable to forfeit his or her membership at any time when the Directors shall

so order.
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The payment of the sum of thirty dollars in any one year by any mem-
ber of the Society shall constitute him or her a life member of the Society

;

life members shall be free from assessments, and entitled to all the rights

and privileges of annual members. The money received for such life mem-
bership shall constitute a fund, of which not more than twenty per cent.,

together with the annual income, shall be spent in any one year.

V.

CERTIFICATES.

Certificates, signed by the President and the Clerk, shall be issued to

all persons who have become life members of the Society.

VI.

MEETINGS.

The annual meeting of the Society shall be held on the third Tuesday

in January, and regular meetings shall be held on the third Tuesday of

every month, excepting June, July, August and September, at such time

and place as the Directors shall appoint. Special meetings shall be called

by the Clerk, under the instruction of the Directors.

At all meetings ten members shall be a quorum for business. All Com-
mittees shall be appointed by the Chair, unless otherwise ordered.

VII.

OFFICERS.

The Officers of the Society shall consist of a President, Vice-President

and seven other Directors, a Clerk and a Treasurer.

The Directors, Clerk and Treasurer shall be elected by ballot at the

annual meeting in January, and shall hold office for one year, and until

others are duly elected in their stead. The President and Vice-President

shall be elected by the Board of Directors from their number. The oifices

of Clerk and Treasurer may be held by the same person.

VIII.

VACANCIES.

Any vacancies in the offices of the Society may be filled for the re-

mainder of their term by the Board of Directors at any regular meeting, to

serve until the next annual meeting of the Society. In the absence of the

Clerk at any meeting, a Clerk pro tempore shall be chosen for that meeting.

IX.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

At the monthly meeting in December, a Nominating Committee of five

persons shall be appointed, who shall report at the annual meeting a list of

candidates for the places to be filled.
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X.

PRESIDING OFFICER.

The President, or in his absence the Vice-President, shall preside at all

meetings. In the absence of both, a President /r<? tempore shall be chosen

from the Board of Directors.

XI.

DUTIES OF THE CLERK.

The Clerk shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duties.

He shall notify all meetings of the Society. He shall keep an exact

record of all the proceedings of the meetings of the Society and of its

Directors.

He shall conduct the general correspondence of the Society, and place

on file all letters received.

He shall enter the names of members systematically in books kept for

the purpose, and issue certificates of life membership.

The Clerk shall have such charge of all property in the possession of the

Society as may from time to time be delegated to him by the Board of

Directors.

He shall acknowledge each loan or gift that may be made to and

accepted in behalf of the Society.

XII.

DUTIES OF THE TREASURER.

The Treasurer shall collect all moneys due to the Society, and pay all

bills against the Society, when approved by the Board of Directors'.

He shall keep a full account of the receipts and expenditures in a book

belonging to the Society, which shall always be open to the inspection of

the Directors ; and at the annual meeting in January he shall make a

written report of all his doings for the year preceding.

The Treasurer shall give bond in the sum of one hundred dollars, with

one surety, for the faithful discharge of his duties.

XIIL

DUTIES AND POWERS OF DIRECTORS.

The Directors shall superintend and conduct the prudential and execu-

tive business of the Society ; shall authorize all expenditures of money

;

fix all salaries
;
provide a common seal ; receive and act upon all resigna-

tions and forfeitures of membership, and see that the By-Laws are duly

complied with.

The Directors shall have full power to comply with the terms of the

lease of the rooms in the Old State House, made with the City of Boston,

and to make all necessary rules and regulations required in the premises.
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They shall annually, in the month of April, make a careful comparison

of the articles in the possession of the Society with the list to be returned

to the City of Boston under the terms of the lease, and certify to its

correctness.

They shall make a report of their doings at the annual meeting of the

Society.

The Directors may, from time to time, appoint such sub-committees as

they deem expedient.

XIV.

MEETINGS OF THE DIRECTORS.

Regular meetings of the Directors shall be held on the day previous to

the regular meetings of the Society, at an hour to be fixed by the President.

Special meetings of the Directors shall be held in such manner as they may

appoint ; and a majority shall constitute a quorum for business.

XV.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint two

Directors, who, with the President, shall constitute the Committee of

Finance, to examine, from time to time, the books and accounts of the

Treasurer ; to audit his accounts at the close of the year, and to report

upon the expediency of proposed expenditures of money.

XVI.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

The President shall annually, in the month of January, appoint six

standing committees, as follows :
—

Committee on the Rooms.

A committee of seven members, to be called the Committee on the

Rooms, of which the President and Clerk of the Society shall be members

ex-officiis, who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Rooms,

(except books, manuscripts, and other objects appropriate to the Library,

offered as gifts or loans) ; the hanging of pictures, and the general arrange-

ment of the Society's collections in their department.

Committee on Papers.

A committee of three members, to be called the Committee on Papers,

who shall have charge of the subject of papers to be read, or other exercises

of a like nature, at the monthly meetings of the Society.
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Committee on Membership.

A committee of five or more members, to be called the Committee on
Membership, whose duty it shall be to give information in relation to the

purposes of the Society, and increase its membership.

Committee on the Library.

A committee of five members, to be called the Committee on the Library,

who shall have charge of all the arrangements of the Library, including the

acceptance or rejection of all books, manuscripts, and other objects appro-

priate to the Library, ofifered as gifts or loans, and the general arrangement

of the Society's collections in their department.

Committee on Publications.

A committee of four members to be called the Committee on Publica-

tions, who shall have charge of all the publications of the Society.

Committee on Metnorials.

A committee of three members, to be called the Committee on

Memorials, who shall have charge of such Memorials as the Society may
vote to erect.

These six committees shall perform the duties above set forth, under

the general supervision of the Directors.

Vacancies which may occur in any of these committees during their

term of service shall be filled by the President.

XVIL

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS.

Amendments to the By-laws may be made, at any annual meeting, by

vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting. They may also

be made by the like vote at any regular meeting, provided notice of the

same be contained in a call for such meeting issued by the Clerk, and sent

to every member.








