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HOMEMAKERS 1 CHAT Thursday, July 28, 1938.

(FOB BROADCAST USE ONLY)

Subject: "SAFER HIGHWAYS." Information from the Bureau of Public Roads, U. S.

Department of Agriculture. Publication available , "Guides to Traffic Safety".
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Did you ever come across that epitaph, written about 20 years ago, that

runs like this:

This is the grave of William Jay
Who died maintaining his right of way.

He was always right as he drove along,

But he's just as dead as if he'd been wrong.

Driving was fairly simple, two decades ago, compared with today. If the
only thing William Jay had to worry about was "maintaining his right of way" he
would have had a hard time in today's swift and complex traffic. The Bureau of

Public Roads of the U. S. Department of Agriculture recently made extensive
investigations of many phases of the highway safety problem, and could furnish a
long list of other causes of fatal automobile accidents.

The bureau is strongly behind what it calls an action program to advance
safety on the highways." Practically all highway accidents, the bureau says,
result from a combination of causes, including the stubborn determination of
individual drivers to drive as they please. Car operators are an important part
of the problem, of course, and one aspect of the safety campaign is a national
educational program which includes driver responsibility and training in the
necessary technique of safe operation. Other important factors in accidents are
the condition of vehicles, the state laws governing their use on the road, and
the character and condition of the highways on which they a.re driven.

In a series of six reports to Congress the Bureau of Public Roads has
presented the results of its investigation into the causes of highway accidents.
It has also proposed an eight-point corrective program which ha.s the endorsement
of the National Conference on Street and Highway Safety. (This is the organ-
ization which prepared a publication called "Guides to Traffic Safety", which can
be bought for ten cents from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C.)

The six reports to Congress brought out the following facts: That there
is too little uniformity in the traffic laws of different states. One state may
allow a driving speed or other driving practice that is illegal in another state.
That there is need for more skilled investigation at the scene of all accidents,
and for more adequate reporting to the authorities. Tha.t some States have careful
official inspection of vehicles while others have no inspection whatever. One of
the reports analyzed the causes of about 1700 fatal accidents, and another showed
that there are many "repeaters" who have several accidents, where other drivers
have none.

Perhaps you would like to kr.ow something about the eight-point safety
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program. Tho Bureau of Public Eoads advocates: (1) Uniform State motor vehicle
traffic laws. (2) Skilled investigation of traffic accidents. (3) The
establishment of a uniform system of accident reporting. (4) The establishment of

an adequate highway patrol including the official inspection of vehicles. (5) The

establishment of complete and final authority over the issuance and revocation
of drivers' licenses. (6) A highway improvement program divided into two general
classes of projects- those of the emergence type, and those for the long-time

plan. (7) A plan of State and Federal safety organization adequate to secure
on a wide sca.le the adoption and enforcement of the action program here proposed.

(8) A national educational program.

As most of you know, the last point in this program- education for traffic
safety- includes not only the effort to improve the responsibility and technique
of drivers, beginning with the boys and girls in high school. It reaches
children in school and teaches them to be cautious about traffic, and urges the

parents of very young children to protect them better.

Much highway improvement with safety as the primary objective has been
made in recent years, particularly in the emergency program of highway construction
and grade crossing elimination with Federal funds. The increased operating
speeds of present-day cars demand wider roads, and the narrower surfaces which
were reasonably safe in the time of "William Jay" must be widened. The shoulders
also must be widened, slopes flattened, and deep ditches eliminated. There are
still many steep grades that should be cut down, and sharp curves that should be
eased. Longer sight distances are needed where winding roads obscure forward
vision. Many grade crossings of railroads are being done away with, but many
remain.

The new multiple lane roads contribute to safer traffic flow, especially
if opposing lanes are divided by e. neutral area, and if there are no cross roads
at the same grade. The center strip should be wide enough, the engineers say,
so that a car making a left turn or crossing the highway can stop within the
protection of the center strip and wia/t for a chs-nce to enter the other stream of
traffic.

Highway engineers believe that the safest design where two main arteries
of travel intersect is a grade separation- having one road pass over tho other.
Overpasses and underpasses are expensive to build, however, and there are many
places where they are needed but cannot be provided.

Engineers know how to make our highways safe for all reasonable use. Each
year a large mileage is being brought up to the standards required by modern
speeds. The work is costly and at tho present rate it will take many years to
properly revise the entire system of main highways. Safety is not a cheap
commodity and the willingness of the public to pay the high price that it must
inevitably cost will be the main factor in determining how soon the highways
themselves will be rid of blame for many serious accidents.

Time's almost up, and I must reserve for later talks some of the other
recommendations made by the Bureau of Public Hoads in its eight-point safety
program. Meantime, some of you may wish to send ten cents to the Superintendent
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. for a copy of the
leaflet "Guides to Traffic Safety."

TnhfwTTnrlr




