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Your ideas, tips, and 

recipes for feeding 

large groups and clubs 

United Airlines Photo 

The Hawaiian 44Luau” 

Hawaiians kneel on a lauhala mat 

while enjoying a traditional meal of 

pig, chicken, salmon, shell fish, sea 

salt, poi, pineapple, sugar cane and 

other native delicacies. Known as a 

“luau,” this native feast is customarily 

celebrated throughout Aloha Week in 

the islands. 

A never-to-be-forgotten occasion with 

its singing and merriment, it offers a 

wonderful opportunity for Lions clubs 

to put on something new and different. 

Like to hear more about the “luau”? ? 

Any time that a group feeding is 

a part of a Lion-sponsored affair, 

epicurean talent can be a real 

asset. 

Send in your ideas and recipes. 

We’ll try to publish all the best 

of them. Program and decorating 

ideas as well as menu suggestions 

should make this a popular fea¬ 

ture of The Lion. 

Qo c? a p oa o a a o a pr a □DPC^aoDQODaoaacai 

FREE COPY 

These ideas will appear in a 

bound handbook "Lions Eat 

Hearty" and a courtesy copy 

will be given to each Lion 

whose contribution is pub¬ 

lished. Get your items in now. 
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Edward Stevlingson, director, and motion picture star Dana Andrews 

(right) watch rehearsal of "Fumed Oalc" by Shadow Players (left to 

right) Hilda Isles, Leland Jenkins, Wanda Roberts, and Sarah Ballam. 

THE pi'esentation of Noel Coward’s 
one-act play, ‘Fumed Oak,’ merits 

high praise for its theatrical excel¬ 
lence. Leland Jenkins in the lead role 
of Henry Gow gave a sure, full-bodied 
portrayal. Sarah Ballam as the selfish, 
belligerent Mrs. Rockett, scored a real 
triumph. Hilda Isles as the unloved 
Doris Gow and Wanda Roberts, play¬ 
ing the sniffling teenage daughter, gave 
greater reality to their parts than has 
been seen by this reviewer.” 

Sounds like a mine-run compli¬ 
mentary newspaper review of a well- 
know play, doesn’t it? But between 
these lines by the drama editor of the 
Monterey Peninsula Herald lies the 
exciting story of the most unusual 
theater group in the world. 

Leland, Sarah, Hilda, and Wanda, 
whose performance of Noel Coward’s 
fast-moving playlet was the smash hit 
of California’s annual ANTA-Mon- 
terey Drama Festival in April, are 
totally blind! 

The story goes back to 1943 when 
the three Lions clubs in San Fran¬ 
cisco (now there are nine) spear¬ 
headed a plan to set up the San Fran¬ 
cisco Center for the Blind. It is a 
non-profit recreational and educa- 
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Few theater groups ever 

hit the big time in as short 

a time as these thespians. 

Despite the handicaps of 

blindness and short pract¬ 

ice periods, the Shadow 

Players have reached pro¬ 

fessional status. 

M rs. Edith Wakeman Hughes (right), head of Braille Institute of America, congratulates 

Shadow Players on their performance of "Fumed Oak" during ANTA-Monterey Drama Festival. 

tional project, financed by an annual 
fund-raising campaign sponsored by 
the Lions. Morton E. Kenney, ex¬ 
ecutive director of the Center, says: 
“Members of the Lions clubs of San 
Francisco enthusiastically serve on the 
Board of Directors and provide us 
with leadership and support.” 

The Center offers the usual classes 
in weaving, sculpture, typing, general 
crafts, and Braille. It departs from 
the usual by giving instruction in 
bowling for men and women, roller 
skating, swimming and dancing. And 
shortly after its founding the Center 
broke all traditions ... it inaugurated 
a course in dramatics. 

Sure, said some dubious people, 
folks who are totally blind can learn 
to stand up and recite Shakespeare or 
sit in a chair and give dramatic read¬ 
ings. But to act in real plays ... to 
move around a stage and dramatize 
the intricate action demanded by 
modern productions . . . well, we’re 
from Missouri! 

Along the west coast they aren’t 
from Missouri any more; they are 
boastful Californians. For in 1949 the 
dramatic class of the San Francisco 

Center for the Blind gave birth to the 
Shadow Players, a group of com¬ 
petent actors and actresses, and today 
all California is proud of their stage 
accomplishments. 

They made their debut in “The 
Passing of the Third Floor Back.” 
Then came “The White-Haired Boy” 
and Clare Rummer’s “His Master’s 
Voice” . . . admittedly quite a bit of 
acting for people who cannot see. But 
when the curtain went down on 
“Fumed Oak” to climax the Monterey 
Drama Festival to tremendous ap¬ 
plause and repeated curtain calls, the 
Shadow Players were established as a 
top attraction at any box office. 

Who are these men and women who 
have brought light and happiness to 
thousands of people through their own 
darkness? Well, there’s Lloyd Hen¬ 
derson, president actor of the Shadow 
Players, a combat veteran blinded in 
Europe who depends upon his guide 
dog, Tinka. There’s Sarah Ballam, 
blind for five years but a full-fledged 
dramatic actress; Hilda Isles, blind 
since birth, who teaches Braille, and 
Wanda Roberts a busy mother and 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Destroyer USS Gearing fuels from USS Newport News, during 

U.S.-British exercises in the Mediterranean. 
OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH U.S.N. 

Top: Loading U.S.N. aircraft aboard carrier Dixmude. Bottom: 

American trainers arrive in The Netherlands. 

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH U.S.N. 

ie admission of Greece and Turkey,the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization is now repre¬ 
sented byMotKdeen freedom loving nations ' of 
Europe and North America. In three years m#t of 
these countries have developed military potentials 
which were believed impossible, prior to the ere! 
tion of NA'I'O. Joint training exercises, tnany of 
which have'* taken place in the Western Zone of 
Germany,/have not only brought most* of these 
countries closer together, but have also done much 
to imprpVe their combat effectiveness./In line with 

1/wea this, the United States has provided/weapons and 

An officer instructor explains some of the techniques 

camouflage to a group of Italian Army students. 



Shadow Players 
(Continued, from page 23) 

Dana Andrews, motion picture star, with Lloyd 

Henderson, president of the Shadow Players, 

and his German Shepherd guide dog, Tinlca. 

housewife, whose Dalmatian guide dog 
Cissy is the pet of the group. Leland 
Jenkins, blinded in the army, holds a 
good job in the day-time but is develop¬ 
ing into the Shadow Players’ most 
versatile actor. 

You say these amateurs, who never 

acted on a stage before, must have had a 

marvelous teacher. They have. He is 

Edward Stevlingson of the Adult Di¬ 
vision of the San Francisco Board of 

Education. Mr. Stevlingson knows his 

drama; he starred with the Washington 
Civic Theater in the nation’s capital and 
with the Municipal Theater in San Fran¬ 
cisco. In addition to teaching the dra¬ 
matic class at the Center he directs the 
Shadow Players in every step of their 
stage appearances. 

How do blind people go about prepar¬ 
ing for a moving, entertaining play? They 
get their Braille scripts far in advance, 
for the reading of unfamiliar parts is a 
slow process. But once rehearsals are 
started, only a month is required to per¬ 
fect the stage action. Plays are not 
selected for their static qualities; the 
more physical movement the better. So, 
as Lloyd Henderson says, it takes a little 
planning. 

Furniture and props must be meticu¬ 
lously placed. The stage is “blocked out” 
mentally for each player in round-table 
discussions. The bodily movements are 
the hardest to learn; the actors must 
memorize to the inch the location of 
furniture, properties, and fellow actors. 
Most difficult of all is the feat of walking 
freely and naturally, and talking at the 
same time! 

In the first stage rehearsals the guide 
dogs are permitted to help the cast detour 
around obstacles. But soon they are 
relegated to front row seats, where they 
usually sit quietly as a critical audience. 
Once in a while, though, a loud bark from 
the baldheaded row indicates that an 
actor is heading for scuffed shinbones. 

When the Shadow Players were booked 
for the Monterey Festival, which is spon¬ 
sored by ANTA (The American National 
Theater and Academy) and the Cali- 
fornia-Nevada Theater Council, the Lions 
of Monterey took a hand in the proceed¬ 
ings. Under the direction of Pres. Fred 
Larder and Sec. E. C. Garrett the club 
provided publicity and promotion which 
attracted a record audience for the week- 
long dramatic treat. They were given 
every cooperation by Mrs. Jehanne Mon- 
teagle, director of the Monterey Peninsula 
Special Events committee. Those Cali¬ 
fornians work together! 

The Shadow Players haven’t been 
cloistered characters by any means. Their 
stage appearances have met with such 
gratifying financial success that profits are 
being used by the San Francisco Center 
for the Blind to finance other facilities to 
aid the visually handicapped. They have 
taken their inspiring entertainment far 
afield; last October they appeared in Reno 
under sponsorship of the Reno and South 
Reno Lions, and in February the troupe 
went to Calistoga, Calif., with the help of 
the Calistoga Lions club. 

Let Lloyd Henderson, president of this 
most unusual group and a member of San 
Francisco’s Sunset Lions club, close the 
story. 

“This play-acting has given all of us 
self-confidence, new human relationships 
and a lot of general well-being. We have 
learned to move about freely, to emerge 
from our closed-in personalities and bring 
happiness to others.” 

Alice Cary, the poet, said almost the 
same thing many years ago. 

“My soul is full of whispered song, 
My blindness is my sight; 
The shadows that I feared so long 
Are full of life and light.” The End 
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Charters 

Congratulations 

to these new clubs 

and thanks 

to those responsible 

for their beginning. 

FRANCE. Rouen Lions were honored at their club's charter night by the presence of 

Int. Pres. Harold P. Nutter who is shown above presenting the charter to Pres. Lemonnier. 

New Club District Governor Sponsor 

VIRGINIA. Int. Dir. James C. Hill made 

the principal address at the charter night 

meeting of the Stafford County club which 

was sponsored by the Fredericksburg Lions. 

NEW JERSEY. Dist. 16-C Gov. Walter Kur- 

kian (right) presents the charter of the new 

Stone Harbor club to Pres. James G. Wood at 

a banquet attended by 225 Lions and guests. 

Nunoa, Chile 
Stuttgart, Germany 
Ciudad Manuel Doblado, Mex. 
Cueramaro, Mex. 
Savajo, Sweden 
Tagbilaran, Phil. 
Bon Accord, Alta. 
Lake Windermere, B. C. 
Calabogie, Ont. 
Langton, Ont. 
Granby, <?ue. 
Docena, Ala. 
Fairfield, Ala. 
McKenzie, Ala. 
Red Level, Ala. 
Reeltown, Ala. 
Weaver, Ala. 
Hayden-Winkelman, Ariz. 
Chidester, Ark. 
Arden, Calif. 
Pacific Grove, Calif. 
Westminster-Midway City, Calif. 
Wiley, Colo. 
Lebanon, Conn. 
Middlebury, Conn. 
Moosup, Conn. 
Englewood, Fla. 
Frostproof, Fla. 
Claxton, Ga. 
Montezuma, Ga. 
Pelham, Ga. 
American Falls, Idaho 
Hull, III. 
Mascoutah, III. 
New Canton, III. 
Mitchell, Ind. 
Sidney, Ind. 
Agency, Iowa 
Baxter, Iowa 

Dr. Lucas Sanhueza R. 

Enrique Ortiz P. 
Enrique Ortiz P. 
Per Stahl 
Fernando Cuenca 
W. W. Buxton 
Merl Stubbs 
Dr. W. Al Brown 
Colin C. Brown 
Dr. W. Al Brown 
Aubrey D. Green 
Aubrey D. Green 
J. M. Merrill 
J. M. Merrill 
Aubrey D. Green 
John L. Carpenter 
Harvey Simmons 
J. Harry Leggett 
George J. Reitter 
Leslie R. Olsen 
Glen Leslie Miller 
Lawrence E. Elliott 
T. Joseph Puza 
J. Sidney Wakely 
T. Joseph Puza 
A. Harman Jones 
A. Harman Jones 
M. S. Moncrief 
Jack C. Comer 
Jack C. Comer 
Ralph S. Garrett 
Wilbur Flesner 
James L. Kitchens 
Wilbur Flesner 
William H. Card 
Charles E. Casper 
B. A. Fuller 
B. A. Fuller 

Santiago 
Dusseldorf 
Cueramaro 
Salamanca 
Vetlanda 

Gibbons 
Kimberley 
Renfrew 
Simcoe 
St. Lambert 
Adamsville 
Bessemer 
Greenville & Andalusia 
Andalusia 
Tallassee 
Bynum 
Ray-Sonora 
Camden 
Fort Sutter 
Seaside 
Stanton 
Lamar 
Colchester 
Southbury 
Jewett 
Punta Gorda 
Lake Wales 
Sylvania 
Fort Valley 
Cairo 
Pocatello 
Liberty 
Okawville 
Pleasant Hill 
Bedford & Campbellsburg 
Claypool 
Ottumwa 
Newton 

WASHINGTON. Central Valley club's charter night drew a large crowd of Lions and ladies. 
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THE SHADOW PLAYERS. 

Date Due 
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