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 elatamanagateo gy cnaaas — power, solved problems and renewed joy and § | 

; E D | . O R | A a S usefulness for those who were really willing to . 

noon take prayer as seriously as it deserves to be t ' 

: T XY fs taken. t 
Prayer — The Great Imperative , 

ee hi aie This is to urge upon individuals, families, J 
: AS o st a nt py one 1 This a unitec groups within churches. congregations and 

— - — allt soho ibecapmegem ger mage = groups combining from various congregations J 

ee martha : re as aces a em re sao to take the matter of prayer so seriously that ' 

ee ee ee oe they will do something really big about it. | 
resolved. 

Various communities have sponsored cam- 

paigns to save their local ball clubs, to promote 

civic activities and to do other things primarily : 

temporal in character. Why should we not, as 

Christians, take God at his word and _ pray 

that He will pour out on us the blessings we 

For this reason we should thank God. And, as a church need so much. | 
for this reason we should be praying as we have 

never prayed before. This side of eternity 

Christians will always differ on many matters. 

But, we should be one in those things which 

are vitally important. 

But, at the close of the 95th General Assem- 
blv in Richmond last week, we find ourselves 

more nearly united for our common purpose 

of making Christ known at home and abroad 

than we have in many many years. 

The Forward With Christ movement includes 9 

a call for some 210 new missionaries. This yeat : | 

we will send out only about 30. Are we going 

to try to get this new dedication of lives by edu 

cational or mechanical means - and fail, or, are 

we going to use God’s method and: “Pray 
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 

labourers into his harvest’? 

The early Christian Church was born in 

prayer. Its ecclesiastical problems were solved 

by prayer. Her first missionaries were called of 

the Holy Spirit and sent forth with prayer. We have an outward peace in our church 

mee To \re we going to sit back in smug complacency 

and permit some irrelevant issue to divide ou! 

oO Ip 
Prayer is the divinely ordained method of 

releasing God's almighty power. As a Church forces and hinder our witness, or, are we going 
we have not prayed as we should. Oh, we all to pray earnestly that we may: “keep the unit 
know that our various services, circle meetings, of the Spirit in the bond of peace?’ , 
etc., begin and end with prayers. But, we have 
not undertaken to wield the power of prayer There are men and women all around us § 

through united efforts, importunate petitions, who do not know their lost condition, or that 
and claiming God's promises in prayer as we their only hope is in Christ and His atoning 

should. work. Are we going to hope to win them by 

the casualness of disinterested social contacts 
Why should we not have a day, or days, of or, are we going to recognize that this requires 

fasung and prayer in 1955? Fanatical? Old a power we ourselves do not possess? “But 
fashioned? Impractical? Be that as it may God shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghos 
has always blessetl such ways of crying out to is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses . . 
Him and the end results have been released Go ye.” 
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It is a simple fact that more is accomplished 
by prayer than any of us ever realizes. It is 

also a tragic fact that untold failures are the 

result of prayerlessness. 

The words of God, through his servant Jere- 

miah, can be claimed by His children today: 
“Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go 

and pray unto me, and I will harken unto you. 

ind ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye 
shall search for me with all your heart.” 

—L. N. B. 

Is The Channel Clear? 

The Gospel is a message from God to man. 

It is our duty and privilege to be bearers of this 

message, to be the channels of transmission of 

the good news of what God has done for man. 

Both personal experience and observation tell 

us that only too often the message is obscured 

by the messenger. Satan tempts us to try to 

sell ourselves rather than Christ, to impress 

men with our own learning and erudition rather 

than with the simplicity of the story of God's 

redeeming love. 

Paul, above most men, able to approach the 
intellectual on his own level and in his own 

terms, writes to the Corinthian Christians: “And 
my speech and my preaching was not with en- 

licng words of man’s wisdom, but in demon- 

stration of the Spirit and of power: that your 

faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 

but in the power of God.” 

And yet, in each succeeding generation, Chris- 

tian workers, lay and minister alike, find Satan 

tempting them to entice men with their own 

wisdom rather than by the power of the Spirit 

of God. 

There are profundities of theological thought 

which no one man may master, but God’s plan 

of salvation for sinners can be expressed in 

the terms the Scriptures use so simply that a 

little child may understand. 

The natural desire to appear erudite must 

be put aside, as must other sins, so that the 

channel for God’s message may stay clear. 

There are other things which block the chan- 

nel: laziness, self-satisfaction, prayerlessness, use 

of books about the Bible rather than the Word 

itself. Also a Christian worker needs to be a 

diagnostician. He needs the Spirit-given wis- 

dom and judgment to spot the particular need 

of the individual with whom he is working. 

Admitting the primary recognition of sin and 

its need for cleansing, there are individual prob- 

lems which stem from sinful hearts which need 

to be recognized, admitted and met. 

\bout a year ago we met a prominent milli- 

tary man in London who had only the night 
before accepted Christ... He remarked to the 

writer: “I do not know who the man was who 

counseled me last night but God gave him 

just the message I needed.” That did not just 

happen. God had in that counselor a sur- 

rendered servant, a man who was a clear chan- 

nel, and God could use him. 

Two weeks ago we had a meal with the same 

army officer. He is giving up his career for a 

life of service with under privileged boys in 

the East end of London. One thing he said 

on this occasion was especially significant: “In 

taking up this work I feel so wholly inadequate.” 

When we realize our own inadequacies and 

make our hearts, minds and lives open chan- 

nels through which the Spirit of God can op- 

erate we find ourselves in that glorious place 
of being servants which God can use. 

There is no possible substitute for a heart 

cleansed by the blood of Christ and filled with 

His Spirit. Then and only then will we be 

clean channels - clear and fit for the Master’s 

use. L. N. B. 

Was the Virgin Birth Originally 

Taught in the Fourth Gospel? 

That is the question raised by a scholarly 

presentation of the variant reading in John 1.13, 

QUI EX DEO NATUS EST, by Professor F. M. 

Braun of the University of Friburg published 

in the volume entitled AUX SOURCES DE 

LA TRADITION CHRETIENNE, Neuchatel 

and Paris 1950. Braun examines first the manu- 

script evidence, then that of the versions and 

of the fathers, and finally the internal study 

of the Gospel. If the singular is read in John 

1.13 the verse refers not to the regeneration 

of believers, but to the birth of Christ. In that 

case, Who was born not of blood, nor of the 

will of the flesh, nor of the will of man but 

of God, is a reference to His virgin birth. 

As to the evidence, the Greek manuscripts 

do not support the singular reading. Several 

of the older Latin and Syriac versions do. 
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Among the Church fathers, Irenaeus in the 

latter part of the second and Tertullian in the 

opening of the third century are emphatic that 

the singular is the reading. In places Ambrose and 

Augustine use the singular as do Apollinarius 

and others. Among the earlier writers, Justin 

Martyr’s view is not too clear. Dr. Cadbury of 

Harvard decided that Justin did not echo this 

singular reading; in reviewing Cadbury’s dis- 

cussion and still more in weighing Braun’s pres- 

entation, it seems to me that the most natural 

understanding of several passages in Justin is 

the singular reading of John 1.13. Braun prop- 

erly points out that the same may be said of 

ignatius’ letter to the Smyrnaeans I.1. Exam- 

ining the internal evidence, Braun shows that 

the singular fits the context in the Prologue 
of John and parallels the study of John 7. 27-28 

by H. Rahner which refers that Old Testament 

citation to Christ rather than to his people. 

Braun posits the hypothesis that the singular 

was the original reading brought from Ephesus 

to the West by Justin and Irenaeus and echoed 

in certain old Latin and Syriac versions, but was 

changed for the Greek manuscripts in Origen’s 

revision. 

In any case Braun has made such a strong 

case for the singular of John 1.13 that it ought, 
in our opinion, to have been listed in a foot- 

note as a variant reading supported by “other 

ancient authorities in the 1952 version of the 

Revised Standard Version. That edition of the 

RSV did list a variant against the Virgin Birth 

under Matthew 1:16 alleging for that variant 

“other ancient authorities.”” By the use of the 
volume, Gospel Parallels, drawn up for an RSV 

committee by a Union (NY) student, it was 

shown that this footnote in the 1952 RSV was 

in error; and thereafter it was corrected. In 

other words, the RSV of 1952 does have an 

erroneous footnote against the virgin birth of 

Christ at Matthew 1.16; they could and should 

have had an accurate footnote supporting the 

virgin birth under John 1.13 to the effect that 

other ancient authorities read, who was born 

not of blood, nor of the will of flesh, nor of 

the will of a man, but of God. —W.C. R. 

The Leopard’s Spots Are Still 

There for All To See 

There is no evidence whatsoever that Russia 

and the Communist conspiracy has changed one 

iota in its determined plan to dominate the 

world. 

The only change is the method by which the 

repeatedly affirmed determination of Russia is 

to be carried out. For a number of reasons 
Russia finds it profitable to adopt a more con- 

ciliatory attitude to the free world, and the 

chief reason may be the obvious willingness of 
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the leaders of the Western nations to negotiate 

on terms Russia finds tremendously profitable. 

Fear, softness, love of pleasure, desire fo 
business as usual and, most of all, a callousness 

to the moral and spiritual issues involved, has 
produced an atmosphere in which Russia can 

move and manipulate almost at will. 

Only a few days ago the writer spent severa! 

hours behind the Iron Curtain. How he got 

there is not important, but, what he saw should 

be seen by free men everywhere. 

Abject fear and almost total loss of freedom 

and self-determination combine to give men a 

hopelessness which is infinitely worse than al 
most any other form of human suffering. A 

guarded question brought this reply: “We can 
not talk - we trust no man for we do not know 

who is a spy.” 

Shall the illusion of “peace” cause men to 

forget the sorrow, suffering, mass murders and 

intolerable oppressions of the Communists dur- 

ing recent years, and which continue unabated 
today? 

Until there is admission of wrong doing and 
a willingness to rectify their evil ways HOW 

CAN WE, THE SO-CALLED CHRISTIAN 

NATIONS, DO BUSINESS WITH COM.- 

MUNISTS? —L. N. B. 

The 1955 General Assembly 

By John R. Richardson 

(Continued from last week’s issue) 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Morning 

The sermon for the Assembly was delivered 

in Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, by 

Dr. Henry Edward Russell, Pastor of Trinity 

Presbyterian Church, Montgomery, Ala. He 

spoke on “Redemption is Our Business.” 

Quoting John 20:21, “As my Father hath 

sent me, even so send | you,” Dr. Russell de- 

clared: “In these few words all the demands of 

discipleship and all the resources of redemption 

are brought into brief and compelling compass. 

In this text the most striking relationship of 

our faith is brought into graphic focus; re- 

vealing the requirements of the Christ and the 

resources of God as He claims the hearts of 
men. 

Evening 

Over 4,000 Presbyterians of the historic city 

of Richmond crowded into the Masonic Mosque 
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PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A, and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior Class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with lith, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Summer school 
begins June 6, 1955. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 

Sunday night to sing and hear of “A Church 

Worthy of Tomorrow.” 

\ pageant in song, and the premier perform- 

ance of “Heritage,” the story of Presbyterianism 

in the South, celebrated the 200th anniversary 

of the organization of the first Presbytery. 

Dr. Warner L. Hall, Pastor of the Covenant 

Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N. C., closed 

the celebration with a challenge to the Church 

to be worthy of the age to come. Citing Paul's 

sorrowful verdict upon his own people, “You 

have judged yourselves unworthy of the age to 

come,” Dr. Hall declared: 

“The future is hidden to us, but of two 

things I am convinced. Judgment is a part of 

God's plan. Unless we follow God’s leading, 
we will be judged unworthy of God’s tomorrow. 

rhe second fact is that the shape of the future 

is the Shape of God.” 

“God has set up certain signposts to guide us 

into His tomorrow.” 

CHRISTIAN RELATIONS 

Che Division of Christian Relations pub- 

lished, prior to the Assembly, a statement that 

was highly controversial. This report precipi- 

tated prolonged debate. Several sections of this 

report were received as information and thus 

did not commit the Assembly to the positions 

expressed by the Division. 

The Standing Committee’s report on Chris- 

tian Relations dealing with certain overtures 

relating to segregation elicited both majority 
and minority reports. 

The minority report answered in the affirma- 
tive, all overtures relating to the position taken 

by the 1954 General Assembly on the subject 

ol segregation. 

Che minority report submitted is as follows: 

“In the opening paragraph of the Report 

of Council of Christian Relations entitled 

‘Unity in the Church with Diversity,’ it is 

stated ‘Presbyterians are shocked at the divergent 

views and deep-seated tensions within our be- 

loved Church. These tensions impair the ef- 

fectiveness of its witness now, and threaten its 

stability in the future if ways are not found to 

realize the Spirit of Christian unity which is 

our rightful heritage.’ 

“We can all agree with the tragic fact that 
there are tensions and divisions within our 
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Church, and ways and means must be found 

to bring that unity and peace which is necessary 

if our Church is to accomplish the objectives 

set forth in the ‘Forward With Christ’ program 

and the other important work of our Church. 

“We believe that the report of the Council 

of Christian Relations in its analysis of the 

causes of tensions and division, and in its pro- 

posed means of achieving Christian unity, has 

failed to touch the heart of the problem. We 

also believe that this report carries serious dis- 

crepancies and implications which will offend 

many in our Church. Also, that it is phrased 

in language that will be misunderstood and that 

the adoption of this report will cause even more 

tension and will result in even greater disunity 

within the Church. 

“In the light of these observations, we desire 

to offer the above quoted preamble and the 

following points and recommendations as a sub- 

stitute for the majority report of the Christian 

Relations Committee. 

“1. That the members of our Church be 
called back to the Standards of the Church as 

contained in the Westminster Confession of 

Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, and 

our Book of Church Order as the basis of unify- 

ing our Church. We need to realize that in a 
Confessional Church there can be unity only to 

the extent that its Standards are BELIEVED 
AND PRACTICED according to the plain and 

obvious meaning of the words contained in 

them. Through all the years we have held that 

these Standards set forth the system of doctrine 

which is contained in the Word of God which 

is our supreme and infallible Standard. 

“oO 
When we have rallied anew to our com- 

mon faith as summarized in our Standards, we 

should go on to unite our members in the pur- 

suit of the great goal of preaching the blessed 

Gospel of hope and salvation to a lost world, 

and in challenging our people with the great 

spiritual objectives of our faith such as set 

forth in our ‘Forward With Christ’ program. 

“When we lose ourselves in the attainment 

of these high and holy objectives which our 

Lord has placed before us as a Church, we 

shall forget our differences and we shall be 

merged in that most blessed fellowship and 

unity of those who seek, above all else, to do 

the will of Jesus Christ. 

“3. Our Southern Presbyterian Church is 

being constantly subjected to increasing pres- 

sure to widen its activities in the sphere of 

social and political affairs and to express its 

opinion in many other related fields. While 

it is true that these matters often involve moral 

and spiritual considerations, nevertheless, for 

the General Assemblies to speak authoritatively 

on such issues and to make deliverances con- 
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cerning them which are obviously intended to 

bind the consciences of members of the lower 

courts or congregations is plain violation of 

the Confession of Faith, which says, “These as- 

semblies are altogether distinct from the civil 

magistracy, nor have they any jurisdiction in 

political or civil affairs.’ Book of Church 
Order, Chapter XIII, paragraph 57.) 

“It has been the historic position of the Pres- 

byterian Church in the United States that 

church courts should refrain from making de- 

liverances which bind the conscience of its mem- 

bers in matters which are primarily political 

or social in nature. We have always affirmed 

that, in such matters, no man or group of men, 
however sincere, can or should presume to speak 

for other Christian men of equal sincerity and 

liberty of conscience as if this group alone 
knows the mind of Christ, and that assemblies 

or lower courts of the Church should not as- 

sume jurisdiction or claim to rule over the right 
of private judgment in such matters or make 

deliverances concerning them which amount to 

authoritative statements of policy; rather as our 

Confession of Faith says: ‘Synods and councils 

are to handle and conclude nothing but that 

which is ecclesiastical.’ (Confession of Faith, 
Chapter XXXI, Section IV). 

“4. There are certain social problems of 

which we are all aware, and about which we 

are all concerned, the solution of which can 

never be secured by deliverances of the General 
Assembly. 

“Because of varying local conditions, that 

which is of easy solution in one area may pre- 

sent a most difficult problem in another. Fon 

that reason it must be solved in a Christian way 

at the local level. To try and do otherwise 

produces chaos, not a solution. 

“Our Book of Church Order recognizes the 

authority and duties of the Pastor and Session 
of the local congregation. We would express 

our confidence in these elected and o1 ined 

leaders of the church and urge upon them the 
necessity of facing the social and moral prob- 

lems of their various localities in the light of 

Christian conscience, instructed by the Word 
of God. 

sr 
9. In accordance with the great principles 

set forth above, we believe that the Council 

of Christian Relations in its various reports 

and recommendations has been one of the major 

causes of disunity in our Church. We further 

believe that the 1954 General Assembly did 

err in declaring segregation to be a sin and 

in seeking to obligate the members of both 

races in the Presbyterian Church in the United 

States to work for the integration of the races, 

inasmuch as the Scriptures do not sustain the 

view that segregation in itself is wrong or un- 
Christian. 
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“We therefore recommend that Overture 48 

from the Synod of Mississippi and Overtuie 
60 from the Presbytery of Central Mississippi, 

which requested that this Assembly rescind the 

action of the 1954 Assembly concerning segreg:- 

tion, be answered in the affirmative.” 

MONTREAT COLLEGE 

The Standing Committee on Christian Edu- 

cation was assigned the task of dealing with 

the thorny problem of the continuation of Mon- 

treat College. Following vigorous debate on the 
question the Assembly, in substance, voted to 

disclaim any further responsibilities to the Col 

lege. It made an appropriation of $50,000.00 foi 

the ensuing year, with the understanding that 
this would be the final grant. The motion to 

continue support for Montreat failed to carry by 

a vote of 166-146. 

JUDICIAL BUSINESS 

Monday morning Ruling Elder John A. 

Richardson, Chairman of the Standing Commit 

tee on Judicial Business reported that the case 

of the Synod of Georgia versus Mrs. Rachel 

English was not sustained. Mrs. English was 

removed as a Circle Chairman by the Session 

of the First Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. 

She carried her complaint to Atlanta Presby 

tery, subsequently to the Synod of Georgia and 

finally to the Assembly. 

In the case of Rev. James W. Marshall 

versus the Synod of Florida, Mr. Marshall's 

complaint was sustained. This action confirmed 

the decision of the Charleston Assembly that 
was disregarded by the Synod of Florida. 

INTER-CHURCH RELATIONS 

One of the most amazing experiences in this 

Assembly centered around the report of the 

Standing Committee on Inter-Church Relations. 

his committee was composed of men of diverse 

views, yet the chairman of the committee stated 

that the report unanimous. It was 

adopted unanimously by the Assembly. 

main features of this report are: 

was also 

The 

|. ‘That the Committee on Cooperation and 

Union be dissolved with thanks for their faith 

fulness in carrying out the mandates of recent 

General Assemblies. 

2. That the General Assemblies of the Pres- 

byterian Church U. S. A. and the United Pres 

byterian Church be thanked for their response 

to the invitation of our General Assembly to 

draw the proposed plan of union and especially 

for their readiness to enter into union with 

our Church on the basis of a plan developed 

by the committee from the three churches. 

3. That these two General Assemblies be 

informed that the rejected plan of union by 
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the vote of the Presbyteries of our Church is 

not to be interpreted as a lack of confidence 

in these churches or a lack of desire for more 

Christian fellowship, but is merely a conviction 

ot the constitutional majority of our Presbyteries 

that the interest of Christ can best be served by 
the continued existence of the Presbyterian 

Church U. S. as an independent body. 

The Assembly also set up a permanent com- 

mittee on Inter-church relations, charged with 

all problems of Inter-church relations. This 
permanent committee on Inter-church relations 

will be composed of 19 members, 16 of whom 
shall be nominated to the General Assembly 

by their respective Synods, one of whom shall 

be nominated by the Board of Women’s Work, 
the other two shall be the current moderator 

and stated clerk ex officio. These members, 
except for the moderator and stated clerk, shall 

be divided by the committee itself into three 

classes to serve normally for three years each. 

No members shall be eligible to serve more 

than two consecutive terms. 

The Assembly further adopted the Standing 
Committee’s recommendation that Sunday, Oc- 

tober 50, 1955, be observed as Reformation Day 

and the theme “Protestantism and the Christian 

Home” was suggested for special emphasis. 

FRATERNAL DELEGATES 

Sunday afternoon three traternal delegates 
were introduced to the Assembly. Dr. R. C. 

Greer, represented the Associate Reformed 

Presbyterian Church and brought greetings from 

his communion. Dr. Wm. S. McMunn, Pastor 
of the Second United Presbyterian Church in 

Butler, Pennsylvania, gave an informative mes- 

sage on the origin and status of the United 

Presbyterian Church and expressed fraternal 
greetings from this body. 

Dr. C. Ralston Smith, Pastor of the First 

Presbyterian Church in Oklahoma City extended 

greetings from the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 

Dr. Smith spoke of the importance of having the 

spiritual to dominate the economic, social and 
political departments of life. 

Following the introduction of the traternal 
delegates reports on the World Council held 

at Evanston were given by Dr. John R. Cun- 

ningham, and Col. Francis Pickens Miller of 

Charlottesville, Virginia. Both addresses were 
enlightening as to the place of the World 

Council in the life of the church of our day. 

PLACE OF MEETING FOR 

NEXT ASSEMBLY 

Three invitations were extended to the As- 

sembly for the meeting in 1956. The first invi- 

tation came from Bristol, Tennessee - Virginia, 

ind was made by Dr. Thomas A. Frye, Pastor 

o! the First Presbyterian Church of Bristol, 

lennessee. Through the overture of Mont- 
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gomery Presbytery the 1956 Assembly was urged 

to go to Philadelphia, marking the 250th An- 
niversary of the founding of the First American 

Presbytery. Dr. Richard R. Potter of Staunton 

Virginia, extended to the Assembly an invitation 

from the First Presbyterian Church of that city 

to meet in 1956 at which time the centennial 
of Woodrow Wilson would be celebrated. Dr. 

J. Rupert McGregor gave the invitation to meet 

at Montreat, North Carolina. In the final vote, 
Montreat defeated Bristol 220-173. 

EVALUATION 

|. From the standpoint of mechanics, this 

\ssembly was as perfectly operated as any we 
ever attended. Dr. E. C. Scott and his new 

assistant, Dr. Archie Smith, were most efficient 

in every phase of the Assembly’s operations. 

Mr. Bluford Hester and his associates in the 

publicity department were cooperative in get- 

ting the news out to the nation. The host 

church did a splendid job of entertaining the 
Commissioners. 

9) 2. Dr. Richards was the personification of 

fairness. No one could have been more con- 
siderate and understanding of Commissioners. 

His courtesy and patience never failed under 

the severest of tests. 

3. There was a greater demonstration of good 

leeling at this Assembly than has taken place 

in our Church during the past two decades. 
Our Presbyters seem to be reaching maturity 

and are rapidly learning the art of differing 

with Christian brethren in a spirit of affection 
and mutual esteem. 

|. This Assembly brought into clear focus 
the luminous fact that God’s blessing that has 

attended our denomination for the past 94 

years is still enriching our communion. Today 

we have 3,197 ministers, 3,805 Churches, 37,459 

Ruling Elders, 32,794 Deacons and a member- 
ship of 784,050. Our per capita giving has grown 

to 75.85. Our missionaries now total 448, the 

largest number on roll in 27 years. 
» 
5. We believe that the 1955 Assembly intro- 

duced into our Church a new era. Through 

unanimous action the most prolific source of 

contention and disunity has been removed. 

The Church is now in a position to concentrate 

her energies upon the implementation of the 

Forward with Christ program. We venture the 

prediction that the next decade, 1955-1965 will 

chronicle our finest achievements as an autono- 

mous body. With a new allegiance to the Re- 

formed Faith a sincere determination to pro- 

mote Christian love, and a passionate desire 

to seek Christ’s will for our day, we pledge our 

efforts to help make our Church a greater wit- 

ness to the ability of Christ to meet every need 
of human life. “Unto Him be glory in the 

Church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen.” 
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Britain Astounded by 

Billy Graham 

David Lawrence, Editor of U. S. News & 

World Report, was in London at the conclusion 

of the recent meetings there. 

Below we print his report on those meetings. 

This is reprinted from the Houston Chronicle. 

London — The big news of the month of 
May in Britain was not the general election. 

It was the phenomenon of the Billy Graham 

meetings, as hundreds of thousands of persons 

sat in Wembley Stadium in cold weather and 

listened to his exposition of the doctrines of 
Christianity. 

For a week Billy Graham had audiences every 

day far in excess of those that attended the 

political meetings. At times it rained, but the 
people stayed on. 

What is the secret of the man who is awaken- 

ing England? He was invited to Windsor Castle 

to preach in the private chapel, as Queen Eliza- 

beth and the members of the royal household 

listened with interest. He has attracted the larg- 

est crowds, even exceeding sporting matches. 

Maybe the best answer is the one given by the 

London Daily Star: 

“Here is a man who knows the innermost 

need of his fellows and can abundantly satisfy 

it with his old but ever new evangelical answers. 

Stand in Rain 

“No one can doubt that when they see people 

flocking to Wembley—nearly half a million of 

them—to stand in rain to hear an old, old story 

told punchily and sincerely by an up-to-date 

American. 

“Elections are concerned with a man’s bread 

and Wembley usually with his games, but one 

lesson to the observer of this week’s crusade 

is that men and women do not live by either 

or both alone. As spiritual beings they are hun- 

gry for something more.” 

The London Daily Telegraph had this to 

say: “This closing meeting had a cup-final crowd 

without the roar and hysteria, a crowd whose 

silence and attention gave the impression more 

of reasoning than emotion.” 

The London Evening 

largest evening newspaper, 

News, the world’s 

made this comment: 

“It can truly be called the phenomenon of the 

mid-century—one which is all the more remark- 

able because 15 months ago it would have seemed 

impossible. It may not be too much to hope 

that it may be the start of a spiritual renais- 

sance.”” 
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No Run of Mill 

Billy Graham is not the usual sort of evange- 

list who depends on elocution and gestures to 
win his audience. He talks in simple, easy-to- 

understand sentences. He doesn’t preach about 

questions of politics and economics, as do some 

clergymen who justify their digressions into such 
subjects by arguing always that some moral issue 

is involved. 

Billy Graham doesn’t talk politics at all. He 

talks about the Bible in terms that mean some- 

thing to the individual. He has a good voice 

and an easy manner. It is, after all, the thought 

he expresses that counts most—not his method 
of delivery. 

He has learned how to teach people the mean- 

ing of the things that Jesus said centuries ago 

and which remain a basis for guidance in human 

affairs today. 

There is no doubt that the people of Europe 

are hungry for a deeper understanding of God's 

influence in their lives. They are shellshocked 

by wars and frightened by threats of more wars. 

They are searching for a means of living which 

shall bring satisfaction and peace of mind. 

They go to hear Billy Graham because they 

think he can give them a cue to a way of life 

that will be better than what they have experi- 

enced. So he appeals, not to the emotions of 

his listeners, but to their common sense and 

their instinctive respect for the spiritual power 

that has changed the lives of many persons. 

Always at the end of the meetings Billy 

Graham asks those who are willing to make a 

commitment for a better life—he calls it a “de- 

cision for Christ’—to step forward. Thousands 

of people have done so—in fact, the number 

counted for the big crusade in London was 

77,348. 

Most Stay Put 

Naturally the question arises as to whether 

they maintain their changed position of dedica- 

tion to a new way of life. Recent surveys have 

been made and the number who have slid back 

or away since the meetings a year ago is very 

small. 

Billy Graham feels simply that communism 

has misled many innocent persons in the world, 

but he prefers to talk about Christianity as a 

positive force. For this, he thinks, can change 

the lives of men everywhere when they put into 

practical application in their daily relations 

with other human beings the principles that 

Jesus taught 2,000 years ago in an era no less 

turbulent and no less dangerous to human life 

just because there were no atom bombs. 
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ANGLERS 

(By the Editor of The Testament 

for Fishers of Men) 

112 

BIBLE CHRISTIANS FOLLOWED JESUS 

ANDREW, “One of the (first) two which 

followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter's 

brother. He first findeth his own brother Simon, 

and saith unto him, we have found the Messiah 

and he brought him to Jesus.’-—John 

|:40-42. 

“PHILIP findeth Nathaniel and saith unto 

him, we have found him of whom Moses in 

the law, and the prophets, did write . . . Come 

and see.”—John 1:45-46. 

PETER. Jesus said, “Come ye after me and 

| will make you fishers of men. And_ they 
straightway left their nets and followed him.” 

Matthew 4:19-20. 

SAMARITAN WOMAN. The mistress who 

was a five times divorcee left her water pots 

when she was converted and went into the vil- 

lage and said, “Come, see a man... And many 

of the Samaritans of that city believed on Him 

for the saying of the woman which testified.” 

John 4:29,39. 

THE DEMONIAC. Obeying the command 

of Jesus to “Go home to thy friends, and tell 

them how great things, the Lord hath done 

for thee,” this grateful man “departed and be- 

gan to publish in Decapolis how great things 

Jesus had done for him: and all men did mar- 

vel.”—Mark 5:19-20. 

THE APOSTLE 

Lesson No. 

PAUL. “Whereupon, O 

king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the 

heavenly vision: But showed first unto them 

at Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout 

the coasts of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, 

that they should repent and turn to God, and 

do works meet fon repentance.—Acts 26:19-20. 

“I kept back nothing that was profitable, but 
have showed you, and have taught you publicly, 
and from house to house.’—Acts 20:30. 

EARLY CHRISTIANS. 

ber witnessed on the day of Pentecost. The 

people said, “How hear we every man in our 

own tongue, wherein we were born.”—Acts 2:8. 

“And daily in the temple, and in every house, 
they ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus 

Christ.”—Acts 5:42. 

Every church mem- 

Multitudes. Over and over this word is used 

in connection with believers joining the church 

in these early days. Yet the Word tells us that 

these early Christians were imprisoned, beaten 

ind killed for witnessing. 

JUNE 22, 1955 

When they finally all were driven from Jeru- 

salem it says, “They that were scattered abroad, 
went everywhere preaching the word.’’ Churches 

sprang up everywhere, “and the word of God 

grew and multiplied.” 

Jesus came to witness “that God so loved the 
world” that he provided a way for lost, damned, 

estranged, sinful individuals to be redeemed 

from their sins and have eternal life. He said, 

“As the Father sent me, so send I you.” 

—Fisher of Men. 

Billy Graham Paris Meeting 

Great Success 

By George Burnham 

Paris Evangelist Billy Graham had just 

finished a message in which he compared the 

idolatry of modern Paris with the ancient 

\thens. “Anything that takes more of your time 

than you give to God is an idol, and God hates 

idolatry,” he stated in the talk. 

Now he was in the process of giving an invi- 

tation for people to renounce sin and return 

by faith to Jesus Christ. 

But four persons didn’t give him time to 

finish. They arose from their seats in different 

sections of the Velodrome and walked to the 

platform before the appeal was given. 

The first to go was a middle-aged Frenchman. 

He walked down before 8,080 with shoulders 

erect and head held high as if he had waited 

all his life to find peace with God and it 

couldn't wait another mi.ute. A woman joined 

him. Two men left their seats. 

Sensing the mood of the crowd, Billy quickly 

finished the appeal and invited others to take 

their stand for Christ. Streams of people rep- 

resenting several nationalities poured forward. 

Che Bible had been explained in a way they 
could understand, with a French pastor relaying 

the words of the young American. A boy with 

a crew cut stepped down the aisle, followed by 

a sophisticated woman. A woman in a wheel 

chair was pushed forward by a friend. People 

came from all directions. Two French soldiers; 

a man humped with age; a girl in pigtails; an 

elderly white-headed woman, who walked with 

the aid of a cane; a mother with two teen- 

agers, a young beauty with a French hair-do. 

It had to be the message that brought them. 

No man could appeal to so many different 

types and ages. Billy, who had been standing 

motionless on the platform while the people 

came, looked down and said, “This decision 

is not going to be an easy one for many of you. 

Your families and friends may not want you 

to become Christians. There may be persecu- 
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tions. But I pray you will stand firm for Christ. 

He is the only hope for an individual and for 

the world.” 

A total of 417 filed into the counselling room 

and filled out cards, bringing the number of 

decisions in three services to over 1,300 from 

an estimated attendance of 23,000. Amazed 

French pastors find it hard to believe either 

figure. 

Nothing like this has ever happened before 

in Paris, supposedly the most indifferent city 

on earth to the Bible. “I never thought I 

would live to see this,” said one pastor. “We 

are seeing a miracle in Paris,” commented Billy 

in his message. 

The evangelist drew a parallel between Paris 

and Athens, where the Apostle Paul stood on 

Mars Hill and preached a sermon on the un- 

known God worshipped by the people. “Thou- 

sands of you sitting here tonight are religious,” 

Billy said, “but your God is not real to you. 

He is unknown.” 

He added: “One of the groups that listened to 

Paul was known as the Epicureans. These peo- 

ple thought God was a kind old man sitting 

around on a cloud and loved people too much 

to judge them. This is a false idea of God. He 

hates sin. Epicureans said here and now was 

all that mattered so let’s eat, drink and be 

merry. Many of you are the same. This path 

leads to destruction. Another group that lis- 

tened to Paul was the Stoics. They were the 

proud intellectuals who thought they were too 

smart for God. To them God and the Bible 

were laughable. They didn’t need Him. Their 

time was filled with the discussion of great 

philosophical questions. They could reason their 

way to God if it became necessary. I want to 

tell you this: Any God you can put in a test 

tube and measure is not the true God. To find 

God you must humble yourself and become as a 

child. Your intellect will never get you to 

Heaven, I don’t care who you are. Unless you 

repent you will perish. Billy Graham didn’t 
say that. God said it.” 

He reminded the listeners of three reactions 

that day on Mars Hill. “A majority of the 

people laughed at Paul. They mocked him and 

his God. Scores of them decided to delay the 

matter—they would hear him again at another 

season. Many never did and neither will you. 

A few of the people believed and followed 

Christ. All three reactions are present here again 

in Paris tonight. What is your reaction?” 

For Sale 

Restricted Mountain Property 

Near Blue Ridge Assembly, for Christians 

Box 296, Black Mountain, North Carolina 
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GOOD REASONS 

for a CHURCH 

EXTENSION ANNUITY 

SAFE .. as the safest 

LIBERAL . . returns up to 7% 

PERMANENT .. your income is fixed, 
sure, regular 

COMPLETED GIFT . . not involved 

with later legalities 

TAX DEDUCTIBLE . 

income 

TROUBLE-FREE .. 

no anxiety about 
fraud, theft, loss 

WITNESS FOR 

CHRIST .. atter 

fulfilling annuity 
obligation. 

Write For 
“Facing the Future 

with Your Meney fer 

CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 

. in part from your 

G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 

BOAKD of CHURCH EXTENSION 

341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. D-3, Atlanta, Ga. 

HELPS FOR UNDERSTANDING 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

IN DAY BY DAY 

By Clinton C. Baker 

Sunday, June 26, Jeremiah 7:1-11. 

The Jews felt that God would not let Jerusa- 

lem be destroyed because His temple was there 

(vv.1-4). Notice that these were a_ religious 

people (vv.4,9b). What was at the root of theit 

trouble (vv.8-10)? Do I feel that as long as I 

am within the folds of the visible church, | 

am safe from the judgment to come? What does 
God say is necessary for true security in Him 

(vv.3,5-7) ? How thorough must our repentance 

be (v.5)? Can an immoral person be outwardly 

religious? Is my church membership accom- 

panied by a thorough turning from sin and a 

consistent Christian testimony? 

Monday, June 27, Jeremiah 13:20-25. 

God’s judgment does not come upon His peo 

ple until they have so hardened their hearts 

become so accustomed to sin, that they cannot 

repent (vv.22-23). Do you ever think that God 

does not see the sin you commit (v.27)? The 
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New Testament, too, says that God will repay 
everyone according to his deeds (Romans 

9-6-8). The enemies of Israel were on the march 

as God's instruments to destroy Israel be- 

cause of her sin (vv.20-22). God's judg- 

ment on the unrepentant is just as thorough 

(vv.13,14,19,24-25) as his love for the repentant 

sinner (Psalm 103:8-14). What effect does God's 

deep hatred sin have upon your association 

with it? 

Tuesday, June 28, Jeremiah 17:5-8. 

In what way is the heart of the person who 

tries to meet life's situations in his own strength 
turned away from the Lord (v.5)? How does 

the “barrenness” of v.6 accurately describe the 
spiritual life of a person who lives without the 

Lord? Observe the ability of the person who 

depends on the Lord (v.8) to bear fruit in the 

face of adversity. What is his secret (v.7) ? Medi- 
tate on the contrast of vv.5-6 and 7-8 in terms 

of your own spiritual life? Which is character- 

istic of your inner life? Where do you look for 
strength to meet problems? sorrows? temptations? 

Notice what Jesus says John 4:14. Is He 
your source of strength? 

Wednesday, June 29, Jeremiah 23:29. 

False prophets were claiming to speak God's 

Word—telling the people that they did not 

need to repent, that they would not be punished 

for their (vv.16-17). What damage were 

they doing (vv.22,32)? Do you realize how 

serious the situation is when the authority of 

the Bible (God's Word) is not honored or 

preached? What was God's attitude toward these 

false prophets (vv.30-32) ? What motivated thei 

prophecies (vv.25-26) ? Meditate upon the figures 

used to describe the power of the Word of God 

(v.29). How might the ministry of Billy Graham 

illustrate the truth of this verse? What effect 

has it had on your life? Are you aware of its 

potential power when you use it? 

sins 

Thursday, June Jeremiah 31:31-34. 

Read through these four verses, looking fon 

evidences of the patient, unyielding persistence 

of God’s love. Notice the personal, gentle nature 

of His deliverance of His people from Egypt 

(v.32). How deeply did their unfaithfulness 

grieve Him (32b)? Is anyone left out of the 

circle of His love (v.34)? How will conditions 

under the new covenant satisfy God’s yearning 

ior the spontaneous, intimate devotion of His 

people (vv.33-34a)? The new covenant God 

speaks of is the coming of Christ. What aspect 

of His ministry especially revealed the love of 
God? Is there anything more God could do 

for His people (v.34b)? Does His love for you 

know any bounds? What limitations have you 

put upon your love for Him? 

JUNE 22. 1955 

Friday, July 1, Romans 13:1-7. 

Observe that it was to the Christians living 

in the capital city of the Roman Empire that 

Paul wrote these words. What should be the 

Christian's attitude toward those in civil au- 

thority (vv.1,3-5)? What is the source of their 

authority (vv.1,2,6,)? A Christian honors and 

respects civil authorities by virtue of the posi- 

tion of their office before God, not because of 

their ability or integrity. What are my motives 

tor obeying those in civil authority (vv.2-5)? 

for paying taxes (v.6)? What should a person 

do who, in a particular situation, feels that in 

obeying the state, he would be disobeying 

Christ (Acts 5:29)? Does my allegiance to Christ 
go even beyond my obedience to the state? 

Saturday, July 2, Galatians 5:13-15. 

False teachers were telling the Christians of 

Galatia that they had to be circumcized to be 

saved. Paul rightly contends that faith in Christ 

is completely sufficient for salvation (3:24-29). 

How does the man who submits to any outward 

act, such as CPCUMNCIENE for salvation, nullify 

the work of Christ (5:2-4,6)? Upon what are 
you depending for your salvation - feelings? 

good works? church membership? baptism? 

‘Though free trom the slavery of outward ordi- 

nances (v.13), how does a Christian naturally 

behave (vv.13-15)? If a person uses his freedom 

in Christ for license, has he really accepted 

Christ as Savior (v.20)? Is your behavior in- 

dicative of a saving faith in Christ? 

Women’s Work 

1953 BIRTHDAY OFFERING AT WORK 

It has been in the minds and on the hearts 

of the members of the Board of Trustees of 

Mission Court for some years that there was 

a real need for a building with small apartments 

so that our single missionaries and couples could 

come to us for their furloughs. 

I think that it was in 1951 that one of our 

members made the suggestion that we ask for 

the Birthday Offering. I will not try to go 

through all the anxiety and excitement of the 

following years, but in 1953 we were the re- 

cipients of one fourth of the Birthday Offering. 

We found that building costs had soared to 

heights we had not dreamed of and that we did 

not have enough money to put up a building 

which we thought would be adequate, so we 

turned our eyes to our sister state West Virginia 

and we did not turn in vain. 

In May 1954 they presented us a check for 
$12,000.00 and that, added to the Birthday Of- 

fering, and gifts from several friends, enabled 

us to go ahead with our plans. 
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We will have a building practically fireproof, 
of brick and cinder block construction, with 

four apartments and three large packing rooms 

in the basement. We think it is wonderful. 

West Virginia and Appalachia Synodicals have 

assumed the expense of the upkeep. 

The building has reached the second floor 

in construction and it has been promised com- 

pletion by Sept. 1, 1955. 

Dr. & Mrs. J. W. Allen of Africa will be our 

first guests and in January, 1956, Miss Mary 

Garland Taylor of Brazil will arrive. We hope 

that we will have more applications very soon, 
since we now have a definite date for the com- 

pletion of the building. 

—(Mrs. John H.) Martha S. Grant 

WHY I GO TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Why do I go to Sunday school? It would 

never occur to me not to go. It is a part of 

me; as much a part as breathing, eating or sleep- 

ing. My earliest recollections are of a mother, 

father, and five children who, without question, 
dressed and got to Sunday school on time. 

(That was done with only one bathroom.) 

There are many good reasons for going to 
Sunday school. There is always a feeling of 

‘““Togetherness.”” Whole families go together to 

the House of God to study and find out His 

will for their lives. How else can we know how 

he wants us to act and feel except from His 
Word, His teachers, and His Holy Spirit? This 

is in the Sunday school. I am together, too, 

with others who are there for the same purpose. 

A closeness develops into a real communion 

with Him and through Him with others. 

Then, too, the future of the church is in the 

Sunday school. I want to be a part of the 

future as well as the past and present. When 

the doors open after Sunday school and I see 

the nursery, primary, junior, intermediate and 
senior classes pour out into the halls, I feel a 

glow of well-being pass over me. They are the 

future church. They don’t know that a founda- 

tion for Christian service is being firmly laid 

for them. They don’t know they are catching 

attitudes for character building. This is evange- 
lism in action. Statistics show that in the Pres- 
byterian Church the majority of members come 

from the Sunday school. They will carry the 

church to greater heights than past generations 

have. I go to Sunday school because I want 
to be a part of that future. 

Another reason for Sunday school attendance 

is because of the influence I may have on the 
other fellow. If I make attendance a joy and a 

constant thing (no interludes for fishing, etc.) I 

can silently show in Whom I believe. There are 

many Christians who gauge what they do by 

what others do. They salve their consciences 
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many times by saying, “Mrs. So and So went 
to such and such a place on Sunday morning. 

I guess I can too.” I want my witness for Him 

to be a positive, consistent witness. 

Sunday school has had a potent influence in 

my life in bringing me to the Christian maturity 

I may have attained. Growing to maturity in 

Christ should be the aim of every Christian. | 

know I grow very slowly and often I feel I do 

not grow at all. I find I have a long way to go, 
yet I find the Sunday school the best agency 

of the church to further my spiritual growth 

in all its phases. Therefore, I shall continue 

to go, to participate, to study the Bible, to 

teach, to pray, to worship, to commune with 
others, to witness silently, and to be a part of 

the future church. 

SOME POINTERS FOR PRESS SERVICE 

1. Put local editors on your mailing list for an- 

nouncements and releases. 

2. Keep in the news regularly, not just two o1 

three times a year. 

3. Consult the editors on what advance publicity 

they would like to carry on an event. 

4. Learn to recognize news, not as just notices, 

but unusual plans for the event, such as Church 

Women’s groups, meeting together to sew and 

make children’s clothes to ship overseas for World 

Community Day “Parcels for Peace.” 

5. Ask the Editor of the Women’s Page of your 

newspapers to carry feature stories with pictures 

about special projects, also observances of the three 

days. 

6. Never suggest a heading or placement for 

your story. The newspaper wants to do this. 

7. Write only on ‘one side of the paper, double- 

space typing, leaving room between the lines to 

give the editor room to insert things, or to make 

changes. 

8. Every good news item must tell the 5 “W’s” 

“who, what, when, where, why” and sometimes 

“how’’! 

9. Readers are interested in names. Use them 

and tell who the new officers are, who planned the 

meeting, event, etc. 

10. Because we all “scan” a newspaper, readin, 

the headline, maybe only the first paragraph on 

two, the punch line would come in the first. 

11. Get your publicity in on time. There is mu 

deader news than last week’s meeting. 

12. The task of the Publicity Chairman is to 

keep a continuing flow of well-presented reports 

before the public. 

—From Georgia State 

United Church Women Bulletin 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 

ial LESSON FOR JULY 3 

REV. J. KENTON PARKER 

The Prophet Of Judah’s Decline 

Background Scripture: Jeremiah 22; 36; II Kings 23:31 - 24:7. 

Devotional Reading: Jeremiah 1:14-19. 

It is not easy to be a faithful prophet, or a faithful preacher. 

Under certain conditions, it is especially difficult. 

Prophet. 

[his is true even in normal times. 

Jeremiah is most fittingly called, The Weeping 

He had many reasons to weep. The sins of his people made him weep; sins that were 

heinous and persistent and inexcusable. The message of judgment which he had to deliver to 

them made him weep. I do not suppose that many of us enjoy preaching about sin and judgment 

and hell. We would much rather speak of 

more pleasant things. Then, the false charges 

that were brought against him, when they called 

him a traitor to his country, and other mean 
things, made him weep. If any man ever was 

a patriot, a sincere lover of his nation, it was 

Jeremiah. Yet they said about as many ugly 

things about him as they did about Jesus when 

He was on earth. They told the king that he 
was disloyal; that he weakened the hands of 

the people, that he ought to be put to death. 

They treated him in a most shameful manner. 

This cruel treatment of him personally, how- 

ever, Was not as great a grief to the prophet 

as their treatment of his message. They would 

not heed the Word of the Lord which came 
from his lips, but even tried to destroy it. 

Jeremiah prophesied to Judah in her last days 
of freedom. Did you ever watch a loved one, 

or a friend, die? Did you stand by the bedside 

while the death rattle came and the heart ceased 

beating? Jeremiah watched his nation die; 
watched as the enemy came and destroyed their 

beautiful city and temple; watched as his peo- 

ple were led into captivity. Surely we can under- 

stand why he wept; why he did not want to 

preach. But he had to preach: The Word of 
God was like a fire; “His Word in mine heart 

as a burning fire shut up in my bones .. . and 

I could not stay.” (Jeremiah 20:9) 

In chapter 1, from which our Devotional 
Reading is taken, we have the Call of the 

prophet, his excuse, (very much like Moses’ 

reply when God called him): “Ah, Lord God : 

behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. But 

the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child: 

for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, 
and whatsoever I command, thou shalt speak.” 

Then there follows a description of the nature 

of his work and preaching: “See, I have this 

day set thee over the nations and over the 

Kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and 

to destroy and to throw down, to build and 
to plant.” Here is his work cut out for him— 

a twofold work. It is partly a work of destruc- 
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tion, and part, a work of reconstruction. This 

is characteristic of every preacher's job. Jesus 

came to destroy the works of the devil, and 

part of the work of the preacher is to pull down 

Satan’s kingdom. In explaining what we pray 

for in the Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer 
our catechism says that “We pray that Satan’s 

kingdom may be destroyed” etc. A man can- 

not erect a beautiful home on a lot already 
occupied by a log cabin, or a gambling den. 

His first work is to tear down and remove the 

rubbish. Then he can proceed to erect a new 

building. There were many things in Judah 

which must be rooted out and pulled down and 

destroyed. There were the high places and all 

the symbols of her apostasy, the old wreckage 
left by Manasseh. 

His message was to be a terrible denunciation 
of sin in all its forms, a solemn warning of judg- 

ment, widespread in its extent, and an urgent 

call to repentance before it was too late. When 

people will listen and heed his message, it en- 
courages the messenger, but when they will 

neither listen nor respond, then the only reward 

for the preacher is that which comes from the 
One Who sent him. When we preach and men 

turn from their sins it brings joy and a sense 
of success, but when a man “preaches his heart 

out,” as Jeremiah did, and there is no worth- 

while response, it is a heart-breaking experience, 
if the prophet has a tender heart, as this one 

had. Over and over the prophet had to repeat 
that sad word, “Woe.” 

I. Their Sins Against God and their Fellow Men: 
Chapter 22. 

1. Let us consider their Sins Against God. The 
question is asked in verse 8, “Wherefore hath 

the Lord done thus unto this great city’? What 

is the reason for its destruction and desolation? 

The answer comes, “Because they have forsaken 

the Covenant of the Lord their God, and wor- 

shipped other gods, and served them.” Idolatry 

was the great sin which led to the Captivity. 
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All through the history of both the Northern 

and Southern Kingdoms there is this sad record 
of departure from the True and Living God. 

It began in the Book of Judges when the heathen 

nations which they did not destroy became a 

trap and a snare to the Israelites. During the 

time of the Kingdom, both as a whole, and as 

they later separated, there is this constantly 

recurring sin. In the Southern Kingdom there 

were periods of Reform, but under Manasseh 

this sin comes to a head and judgment is pro- 
nounced. After the delay caused by Josiah’s 

good reign, this judgment fell upon them. God 

had to take severe measures to cure His people 
of this awful evil. The Seventy years of Cap- 

tivity worked a cure, but it was strong and bit- 

ter medicine. After the Captivity there were 

plenty of other sins, but this particular sin of 

Idolatry seems to have been completely eradi- 

cated. The Jews of today are believers in the 
True God. (Unless they have become skeptics 

and infidels). Their great sin is the stubborn 

refusal to believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior 

and Messiah, and as I see it, they are hopelessly 

lost in this hardness of heart. 

At the time Jeremiah wrote and_ spoke, 

Idolatry was rampant. Judah had forsaken the 
Covenant. This sin is stressed all through the 

Book. (See, for example, 25:6; 32:34,35) 

2. Now we 

Fellow-men. 

come to their sins against thei 

Of course, when we sin against our fellow- 

men, we sin against God. The second table ol 

the Law catalogues some of these sins. In this 

chapter we see some of the specific ways in 

which they transgressed the Law. In verse 3 we 

read: “Thus saith the Lord: Execute ye judg- 

ment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled 
out of the hand of the oppressor: and do no 

wrong, do no violence to the stranger, the father- 

less, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood 

in this place.” God is deeply concerned about 

our treatment of others, especially those who 

cannot defend, or look after, their own inter- 

ests. The shedding of innocent blood is most 

abhorrent to Him. In verse 13 we have this 
“woe” pronounced: “Woe unto him that build- 

eth his house by unrighteousness, and his cham- 

bers by wrong; that useth his neighbor’s service 

without wages, and giveth him not for his 

work.” In other words, men who get rich and 

build beautiful homes out of what they 

gotten in the wrong way, will be punished. 
have 

These people—God’s own people—had de- 

parted from Him to worship and serve other 

gods, and were also oppressing their fellow- 

men. Such a wilful breaking of His holy law 

deserved the. wrath of God. 

Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Il. Theiy Treatment of the Word of God: 

Chapter 36. 

Jeremiah was commanded to write “all the 

words that I have commanded thee.” Some 

seem inclined to ridicule the idea of “verbal 

inspiration.” Here is one place—among many 

others—where it is expressly stated that the 

“words” were given by the Lord. In what other 

way could we be sure that the 

correct? 

“words” are 

Jeremiah sent his scribe to read these words 

in the ears of the people. Next, he read the 

Book to the princes. They were frightened by 

what they heard. Finally the Book was taken 

to the king who was sitting in his Winterhouse 

with a fire burning on the hearth before him. 
When Jehudi had read three or four leaves 

he cut it with his penknife and cast it into 

the fire: “Yet they were not afraid, nor rent 

their garments, neither the king, nor any of 

his servants that heard all these words.” Never- 

theless Elnathan, Delaiah and Gemariah had 

made intercession to the king that he would 

not burn the roll. Then the King commanded 

to take Jeremiah and Baruch, but the Lord 

hid them. What was the result, as far as God's 

Word was concerned? “Take thee another roll 

and write in it all the former words,” but he 

added many besides, pronouncing judgment 

upon the king, and the land. Is it not strange 

that puny man imagines that he can destroy 
the Word of the Living God? 

III. Judgment Executed: I Kings 23:31 - 24:7. 

God had been very patient with Judah. He 

had postponed the Day of Judgment since there 
were some good kings, and periods of re- 

pentance. Their “cup of iniquity” was now full. 

Matters came swiftly to a head. Josiah, the last 

good king, was slain and the people made 

lehoahaz king. Alter reigning three months 

Pharaoh-Necho put him in bonds, put the land 

under tribute, and took him away to Egypt 

where he died. Finally Nebuchadnezzar, the 

king of Babylon came and destroyed the city 
and took Judah captive. 

Teachers Wanted 

Bridgeton, New Jersey Christian School 

(40 miles south of Camden) needs a 

teacher for grades 1, 2 and a teacher for 

grades 7, 8, the latter preferably serving 

as principal also. Please write to 

REV. RALPH E. CLOUGH 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church 

Bridgeton, New Jersey 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 

YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 3 

S quares For § quares 

Hymn: “I Am Thine, O Lord” 

Prayel 

Scripture: Proverbs 3:1-6. 

Hymn: “God Moves In A Mysterious Way” 

PROGRAM LEADER: 

Almost everyone is familiar with the saying 

“a square peg in a round hole” which is com- 

monly used to designate a person who is a 

misfit. The term “square,” in modern slang, 

means about the same thing. It refers to a per- 

son who does not fit into the group very well. 
Sometimes, when young people speak of a 

“square,” they smile in mocking sympathy, but 

being a misfit is no laughing matter. It is 

really a tragic thing to be a “square.” 

There are those who look on misfits as the 

victims of fate, but this is definitely an un- 

Christian way of thinking. If we believe the 

sible, and if we are true to our Protestant 

heritage, we know that God has a plan for all 
of His people. Whenever people live according 

to God’s plan for their lives, they will not be 

misfits. This is very largely what we mean by 

the term “Christian vocation,” and it is an idea 

to which the church is giving more and more 

attention. 

First SPEAKER: 

What is Christian vocation? Many think of 

it as the calling of ministers, missionaries, and 

religious workers, but we are beginning to re 

alize that it is a term which covers far more 
eccupations than those named. A Christian vo- 

cation is any area of work into which the Lord 

calls you to live for Him. It is not necessary 

that your salary be paid by the Church. In 

this sense of the term, almost any kind of work 

can be a Christian vocation. A minister is said 

to have asked a very successful businessman what 

his business was. The man replied, “My busi- 

ness is Christianity, and I pack meat to pay 

the bills.” There was a man who had the right 

idea about Christian vocation. 

We have said that almost any type of work 

can be a Christian calling or vocation. There 
are some jobs, however, which could hardly 

be thought of as Christian vocation. We do 

not believe, for instance, that the Lord calls 

inyone to engage in work which is harmful to 

ther people. We cannot believe that the Lord 

alls people to publish immoral literature or 
o provide unwholesome entertainment or to 

ell products which are harmful to body, mind, 

wr soul. We also believe that the Lord generally 
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calls people into types of work where their 

skills and abilities can be used to the best ad- 

vantage. If you believe the Lord has a calling 

for you, these are some of the matters you ought 

to consider as you seek His guidance. 

SECOND SPEAKER: 

Jesus said, “Ask, and it shall be given unto 

you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 

be opened unto you.” We believe this promise 

applies to seeking His plan for our lives. Every 

young person should be especially diligent in 
praying for God’s guidance in choosing his life’s 

work. We are sure that God hears and answers 

our prayers, and it is certain that He will reveal 

His plan for our lives, if we pray faithfully. 

In this matter of seeking knowledge of the 

Lord’s plan for our lives two things must be 

understood. The first is the necessity of patience 

on our part. It is not likely that God will give 

you a complete answer the first time you 

ask Him what He wants you to do. It is more 

probable that the answer will come a bit at a 

time and by various means. In this connection 

we are reminded of the words of the hymn, 

“God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders 

to perform.” It is never possible to catalogue 

God's ways of revealing His will to us. The other 

thing we need to understand is that it is neces- 

sary for us to be willing to follow the plan 

which God shows us. God does not reveal His 

secrets in order to satisfy our curiosity, but 

to show His way to those who are anxious to 
walk in it. 

THIRD SPEAKER: 

We have said that God ordinarily calls peo- 

ple into occupations where their skills and abili- 

ties can be used to the greatest advantage. For 

this reason, it is helpful, in determining your 

Christian vocation, to know something about 

yourself, your aptitudes and abilities. The 

church cannot tell you what God wants you 

to do, but it can tell you that God has a plan 

for you. Now the church is serving in another 

way to aid people in seeking their Christian 

vocation. The church has taken steps to help 

us find out what skills and abilities the Lord 

has already given us. 

Our own church maintains vocational guid- 

ance centers at Davis and Elkins College, Hamp- 

den-Sydney College, Flora Macdonald College, 

Centre College, Presbyterian College, South- 

western University, and Austin College. At 

these centers young people may take tests which 
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help to determine their skills and aptitudes. 

Any young person who is interested in taking 

the tests should ask his minister to help him 

secure an appointment. This service involves 

considerable expense, and in recognition of its 

value to young people, the Youth Fellowship 

of our denomination is contributing to the 

centers as one of our financial objectives this 

year. Twenty per cent of our benevolent budget 

is to be given toward the support of the Voca- 

tional Guidance Centers. 

Some of the local churches in our denomina- 

tion are supplementing this service by appoint- 

ing vocational counselors to guide their young 

people. Provision for this vocational guidance 

in the local church must be made by the ses- 

sion. Wherever there is a desire for it among 

the young people, they should discuss it with 

the members of the session. 

After a young person has given his heart to 

Christ, the next most important step is to yield 

his life for service according to God’s plan. 

Every church ought to be anxious to help its 

young people find and follow that plan. 

Offering: (If this is a special offering for 

the Vocational Guidance Centers, be sure to 

explain it to the young people. If a part of 

your benevolent budget has already been as- 
signed to this cause, explain that too.) 

Prayer of Dedication. 

Hymn: “Take My Life 

secrated.” 

Church News 

OLD BRIERY CHURCH 

Keysville, Virginia 

And Let It Be Con- 

Old Briery Church, located four miles north- 

west of Keysville, Va., on Route 15, marked its 

200th anniversary on June 4, 1955. 

On June 26th, there will be a Bi-centennial 

celebration at the church. An all-day service is 

planned and former members, descendants of 

former members and friends are cordially in- 

vited to attend and bring a picnic basket for 

lunch on the grounds. 

The Manual for Members of Briery, com- 

piled by the Rev. James W. Douglas, and 

printed in 1828, states: “Between 1755 and 1760, 

most probably, the church of Briery was or- 

ganized by the Rev. Robert Henry.” Since the 

above Manual was written, old session books 

have come to light and it is now known that Mr. 

Henry was installed as pastor in 1755 and the 

church has operated continuously ever since. 
Old Briery is the mother of four nearby 
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churches and many sons and daughters have 

gone out to swell the membership of neighbor 

ing churches and in far distant ones. Her de 

scendants, throughout the South, are legion. 

Recently many past members and friends have 

contributed to a fund to repair the building 

and restore the cemetery and put the grounds 

in order. The present building is the third one 

and is thought to have been designed by Dr. 

R. L. Dabney, D.D., about 1858. Two forme: 

members have made a plot of the cemetery and 

each grave, now unmarked, will be identified by 

a small metal marker. 

The Briery congregation had a vital part in 

the establishment, in 1775 of the Seminary, at 

Hampden Sydney, which was later moved to 

Richmond and is now Union Theological Sem- 

inary. Its first president, Rev. Samuel Stanhope 

Smith, was installed pastor of the _ Briery 

Church, his first year there. 

—Mrs. Matthew Lyle. 

WORLD MISSION RECEIPTS 

Budget for 1955 

Receipts to date 

Percentage of annual budget 

received for 1955 

Balance needed fo1 

$3,050,000.00 

| 067,644.31 

35%, 

1 ,982,355.69 1955 

REV. JOHN LUTHER MAYS JOINS 

U.T.S. FACULTY 

At its meeting Tuesday, May 24, 1955, the 

Board of Trustees of Union Theological Sem- 

inary in Virginia, called Reverend James Luther 

Mays to join the faculty in the Department of 

Bible. 

Reverend Mr. Mays is at present serving as 

pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Lin- 

colnton, North Carolina. Mr. Mays was grad- 

uated from Erskine College, Due West, South 

Carolina, in 1942, with a Bachelor of Arts de- 

gree. From January to August 1946, he studied 

at Columbia University. In September 1946 he 

entered Union Theological Seminary in Vir- 

ginia where he was graduated with distinction 

in 1949, having been elected to the Salem Church 

Fellowship. Mr. Mays served as pastor of Mt. 

Carmel Presbyterian Church at Steeles Tavern, 

Virginia, 1949 through 1954. During this pas- 

torate he spent one year studying at the Uni- 

versity of Basel, Switzerland, and traveling in 

Europe and the Holy Land. A veteran of World 

War II, Mr. Mays served from 1942 to 1945 

in the Air Transport Command of the United 

States Army Air Force. A native of Louisville, 

Georgia, Mr. Mays was married in July 1943 

to Miss Mary Will Boyd of Covington, Ten- 

nessee. They have two children. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

OF BRAZIL 

Has: 

446 ordained ministers 

13 licensed preachers 

117 ministerial candidates 

19 lay evangelists 

2 colporters 

1771 elders 

1623 deacons 

123 organized churches 

63 organized congregations 

577 congregations under the supervision of 

churches 

1617 preaching points 

50 day schools with 4033 scholars 

74959 communicant members 

59352 non communicants 

1230 Sunday Schools with 6123 classes 
8482 teachers & officials, 91,158 scholars 

245 juvenile societies with 7530 members 

134 Young People’s Societies 

13747 members 

531 Women’s Societies with 
18591 members 

262 other societies with 

7220 members 

churches (worship buildings) 
145 manses 

143 other properties 

179 

During 1954 - 

1356 persons were received 

into church fellowship. 

128 adult members died 

1692 children were baptized 

There are thirty 

annually. 

presbyteries, which meet 

Chere are six Synods, which meet biennially. 

he General Assembly meets once in four 

years. In 1950 it met in Presidente Soares, in 

the State of Minas Gerais. In 1954 in Recife, 

in the State of Pernambuco. 

These statistics are of the national church 

only. Those of the American Presbyterian Mis- 

sions are sent to their respective Boards. 

Harold H. Cook, Statistical Secretary 

NEW METHOD PROPOSED FOR 

PROMOTION OF STEWARDSHIP 

A revolutionary new approach to Presbyterian 

stewardship promotion was presented in Charlotte, 

N. C., and Memphis, Tenn., May 3 and 10, by 

Dr. A. W. Dick, pastor of Second Presbyterian 

Church, Memphis, Tenn., to some 145 Presbyterian 

Church, U.S., stewardship leaders. 
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The ministers and laymen from all synods of 

the General Assembly were attending the annual 

Stewardship Conferences held each spring under 

the sponsorship of the General Council of the 

Church. 

The two conferences featured identical programs, 
with chief emphasis this year being placed upon 

techniques for approaching the stewardship com- 

mittee’s duties in each synod and presbytery. Dr. 

Dick’s report on a new method developed within 

the last two and a half years in Memphis Presby- 

tery offered one completely new approach to the 

work, 

Under the impetus of the new Memphis Pres- 

bytery plan, giving to benevolences in many 

churches in that presbytery has gone up as much 

as 300% in two years, Dr. Dick reported. Citing 

many examples of specific churches, with member- 

ship ranging from fewer than 100 to over 1500, 

Dr. Dick showed how giving records climbed as 

the officers of the churches were given a thorough 

understanding of the purposes for which the benev- 

olence funds are used. 

The Memphis Presbytery method, as described 

to the stewardship leaders, is based on a careful 

study of each congregation’s giving potential, and 

then a presentation to the officers of each church 

of the challenge of the benevolence program of 

the denomination. Representatives of the presby- 

tery’s stewardship committee, working in pairs, 

visit each church and challenge its members, 
through its officers, to meet the needs of the 

benevolent causes. In essence, Dr. Dick states, 

the new method applies to each church exactly 

the same approach which is normally used by the 

church in approaching its individual members for 

pledges to the work of the church. 

As examples of the working of the plan, he 

cited the record of his own church which gave 

$25,000 for benevolences in 1952-53, climbed to 

$56,250 in 1954, and will reach a total of $84,720 

for 1955, under budgeted acceptances. At the 

other end of the scale in size, he cited the Ripley 

Church, with fewer than 100 members, which in- 

creased its giving from $154 in 1952 to $1,070 

in 1954 as the officers became familiar with the 

needs of the Church. 

Per capita giving to benevolences in the presby- 

tery has climbed from $14.94 in 1952 to $22.53 

in 1954, Dr. Dick reported. 

In every case where benevolences have shown 

a sharp climb, the giving for current expenses has 

also swung upward, Dr. Dick told his co-workers 

in stewardship. 

BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM 

Book Department 
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MEN OF LOUISIANA SYNOD 

Ralph Brewer, Alexandria elder, was elected 

president of the Men of the Synod of Louisiana 

at Camp Alabama June 5. He will succeed W. 

J. Howard of Shreveport. Hal Baird of New 

Orleans was named vice president, Reed Gard- 

ner, Baton Rouge, secretary, B. B. Romine, 

Shreveport, treasurer, and S. R. Pickett, Jr., 

Baton Rouge, chairman of the Sunday School 

Superintendents’ section. 

It was the Synod’s largest conference in his- 

tory with an attendance of approximately 250. 

Next year’s conference will be held the first 

weekend in June at Silliman, Clinton, La., and 

will be extended to three days to include a 

Minister-Elder-Deacon convocation. 

Dr. Harry A. Fifield, pastor of the First 

Church, Atlanta, Ga., and John V. Matthews, 

Fayetteville, Tenn., past president of the As- 

sembly Men’s Council, were the principal 

speakers. The men were guests of Red River 

Presbytery’s new camp adjacent to the Alabama 

Cherch of which Dr. S. L. McFadden is pastor. 

"ar. McFadden and Rev. Lloyd O’Neal, who 

spearheaded the drive for the construction of the 

$150,000 camp, conducted communion services. 

The men presented a gift to Rev. C. J. Mat- 

thews of Plains who is completing his 3-yea 

term on the Synod Council as a representative 

of the Synod Committee on Christian Education. 

Stressing the growth and importance of men’s 

work, the presiding officer at the opening ses- 

sion said: “This revival in our time wears 

pants” and the remark was echoed by several 

speakers. 

Dr. McFadden’s nephew, Rev. W. H. Mc- 

Fadden, First Church, Monroe, preached the 
sermon Sunday. 

Judge Carlos Spaht, Baton Rouge, reported 

on renovation of buildings at Clinton and in- 

vited the North Louisiana men to attend next 

year’s conference. Almost two-thirds of the men 

present attended their first Synod conference. 

CURRIE-PATTERSON SCHOLARSHIP 

Maxton, N. C. — The first recipient of the 

Currie-Patterson Scholarship at Presbyterian 

Junior College is James Medlin, Maxton, N. C. 

The Currie-Patterson Scholarship was_ estab- 

lished last January by I. Edward Kale, Lincoln- 

ton, N. C., in honor of Angus Hugh Currie 

and Daniel Alexander Patterson of Maxton, 

with whom he began his business career. James 

Medlin’s grandfather was connected with the 

firm. The selection was on the basis of leader- 
ship, ability and character, and was made by 

the college scholarship committee and Mrs. Bob 

Burns and Miss Elizabeth Currie, daughters of 

Angus Hugh Currie. The scholarship is for 

two years. 
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SUMMER SCHOOL 

Maxton, N. C. — The electric school bell 

began ringing again today as summer school 
opened at Presbyterian Junior College. Prepara- 

tory classes met today. College classes will begin 

Monday, June 13. Night classes in shorthand, 

accounting and salesmanship began in Maxton, 

and in insurance principles and consumer eco- 

nomics in Lumberton. The closing date for 

enrolling for credit is Monday, June 13, in high 

school classes, and Monday, June 20, in college 
classes. 

[~“="soons,— | 

Man AND His Tracic Lire. Laszlo Vatai. 

Philosophical Library. $3.75. 

This is a philosophical treatise illustrated with 

the heroes of Dostoevsky’s novels. The young 
philosopher analyzes man and his culture in the 

tension of God and nature. The book itself rep- 

resents an attempt to bring about a synthesis in 

human life. Synthesis is being sought by tran- 

scending from the tragic realm of the autonomous 

man into the impossibility and miracle of the 

‘Transcendental. 

WORKABLE PRAYER MEETING PROGRAMS. Theo- 

dore W. Engstrom. Zondervan. $2.00. 

Chis book has been prepared with the thought 

of making each and every prayer meeting more 

effective. There are 26 programs presented here 

in simple outline form and a multitude of 

suggestions about making the prayer meeting 

one of the best meetings of all the activities 

in the life of the Church. 

FEELING Low? Harold E. Kohn. Eerdmans. 

$2.50. 

This volume is intended especially to bring 

comfort and inspiration to the sick and dis- 

couraged. It is an original and attractive book 

with uplifting lessons learned from nature. 

THe TEACHING Ministry Or THE CHURCH. 

James D. Smart. Westminster Press. $3.00. 

This book is an examination of the basic prin- 

ciples of education in the most comprehensive sense. 

The author has taken the Doctrine of the Trinity 

to which all Christian Churches, Protestant and 

Roman Catholic, give adherence, as his essential 

starting point. He shows the character of the edu- 

cational program that results when that Doctrine 

is allowed to have its full force in our thinking 

and in our practices. The author insists, and 

rightly so, that the Church must teach just as 

much as it must preach or it will not be the 

Church. This well-written book will be of interest 

to ministers and workers in the field of Christian 

education, 
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Reiticious FarirH. Ben 

$3.75. 

This book is an analysis of religion as a type 

of human life identifiable throughout human his- 

tory. It examines what men have done in their 

efforts to relate themselves to a reality upon which 

they acqnowledge their final dependence or what- 

ever they regard as having utmost importance for 

them. In short it is a preface to an understanding 

of the nature of religion. There is a necessary warn- 

ing to the reader to preserve the distinction between 

: symbol and a reality. Frequently this distinction 

is overlooked. 

THE SYMBOLS OF 

Kimpel. Philosophical Library. 

CHOOSING Our Memories. Edward Kuhlmann. 

the Wartburg Press. $2.00. 

The volume contains sixty brief chapters. One 

might be tempted to list all of them, so interesting 

and sparkling are they. Sample chapter readings 

are: “A Bible and a Bustle,” “Tears In Your 

Fingers,’ ‘Watch “T’ Zone,” “Men of Extinc- 

tion,” “Don’t Chew Your Pills,’ “Have Your 

Faith Lifted,” ete. The general reader of this 

book will reluctantly lay it down with a sigh that 

there might be more. Sunday School teachers will 

find in it a wealth of usable classroom material. 

Preachers will find in it many illustrations that 

were doubtless not known to and therefore, not 

used by predecessors in the parish. 

FacinG THF Cross. Stanley D. Schneider and 
Others. The Wartburg Press. $2.50. 

This volume offers fourteen sermons that 

are designed to stimulate the God-centered 

life as one faces the cross. The topics treated 

are characterized by new viewpoints of old and 

familiar truths. Some of the series are strikingly 

original as a review of the table of contents 

soon shows. All are couched in language that 

is modern, up-to-date and readily comprehend- 
ed by the theological untrained reader. Pastors 

and congregations will find this volume edify- 

ing. 

CALVINISM. Ben A. Warburton. Eerdmans 

Publishing Company. $3.00. 

The author is an English student of Calvinism 

ind editor of The Christian Pathway. He writes 

n an informative and readable style. In this vol- 
ume he has given us the origin, historical develop- 

nent and practical life of the Reformed tradition. 

Here the reader is offered a concise exposition of 

the five principal doctrines of Calvinism as these 

ire seen to form in the mind of Augustine and 

Calvin in the articles of the Synod of Dord and 
in the controversies with Pelagius and Arminius. 

Che essence and guiding spirit of the most glorious 
tradition in the Protestant Church are succinctly 

stated and in the light of how they affect the most 
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intimate and practical considerations of life. This 

is a valuable work in its relevance to our own 

day. The author makes clear that the sovereignty 

of God that shines out brightly in all His works, 

is the doctrine that we need to stress in our era. 

ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 

Book Department 

THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 

Weaverville, N. C. 

Guilty Or Not Guilty? 

By Gladys J. Peterson 

Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 

In Norwich, New York, last month, Roswell 

Woods was arrested for drunken driving. But 

he insisted that he was sober. 

Police said his eyes were glassy, his speech 

thick, and his walk unsure. Furthermore, Mr. 

Woods had been given all the usual tests. He 

was asked to pick up a coin from the floor. He 

couldn't quite make it. He was asked to blow 

up a balloon as a test. He couldn't do that 

either. Finally he was taken to court where he 

pleaded innocence and heard himself accused 

before a jury. The judge asked Woods to stand. 

“It has been testified that your speech was 

thick,” he said. The defendant, speaking with 

difficulty, said he had partial paralysis of the 

throat, the result of one of 27 injuries received 

in the line of duty in the South Pacific. 

“It has been testified that your eyes were 

glassy,” the judge continued. The accused 

pointed to his glass eye, placed there after he 

had lost an eye in battle. 

“It is also testified,” the judge went on, “that 

you failed to pick up a coin placed on the 

floor.” Woods replied that he had been injured 

in both legs and had undergone an operation 

in which part of a bone in one leg was used to 

replace the shattered bone in the other. He 

was unable to stoop, he said. 

“And now, the blowing up of the balloon,” 

the judge said, “you couldn’t blow it up, could 

your” The defendant replied, “I lost half of 

my lungs in the war. I can’t exhale very well.” 

The jury promptly returned its verdict: “Not 

guilty.” 

It would seem that the police had every rea- 
son to assume that Mr. Woods was guilty of 

the offense of which they had accused him. 

That is the fallacy of human judgment. How- 

ever we can rest assured that the “Judge of all 

the earth” shall do right (Genesis 18:25). He 

cannot make a mistake, for He does not look 

on the outward appearance as man does, but 

He “looketh on the heart” (I Samuel 16:7). 
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Bright Flares on Mars 

By G. J. Peterson, Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 

Astronomers are puzzled by bright flares of 

light which have been observed on the planet Mars. 

The remarkable and totally unexplained bright 
points of light have been observed in Japan in the 

years 1937, 1951 and 1954. 

Possible explanations: (1) the Martians are 

exploding atomic bombs; (2) they are trying to 

signal the earth; (3) the flares are reflections of 

sunlight on large bodies of water; (4) they were 

caused by meteorites, and (5) the close neighbor 

of the earth in space is showing signs of volcanic 

activity. 

The possibility of the flares being sunlight re- 

flected from a hypothetical water surface on Mars 
can be ruled out. Their locality on the plant with 

respect to the positions of the sun and the earth 

preclude this, and besides it is a known fact that 

Mars is very dry and arid. In addition, a cloud 

formed just after the disappearance of the light 

both in 1954 and 1951. A meteorite falling on Mars 

might produce both light and a cloud, but could 

not produce a flare lasting as long as five minutes, 

as in 1937 and 1951. And while volcanic erup- 

tion may explain the light and the dust cloud 

formation, it is still not an adequate explanation 

because the observed duration of the light is much 

too short, and the scarcity of water on Mars could 

hardly make volcanoes on the plant eject large 

quantities of steam as they do on the earth. The 

only remaining possibility thought of is artificial 

origin, such as the light being produced by human 

beings. Scientists insist that this theory may be 

rejected as unreasonable, for as yet there is no 

scientific evidence that ‘‘Martians” exist. 

Man has gone a long way in seeking out the 

answers to scientific and astronomical questions. 

It may well be that in the future the solution to 
this question of what causes the bright flares on 

Mars will be answered. But there are some things 

that man will never understand in this life. One 

of these things is how and why (considering what 

we are) God takes a personal interest in each one 

of the more than two billion inhabitants of the 

world. The Bible tells us that He knows even the 

number of hairs on our heads (Luke 12:7). It 

also tells us that though we may not understand 

all His ways, nevertheless we can have everlasting 
life by believing on the Son of God (John 3:16). 

“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart: and 

lean not unto thine own understanding” (Proverbs 
>, 
Cite 
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OPENING DOORS - - - - - - $1.50 
My Life’s Story 
By Richard Gustavus McLees, D.D. 

Order From 

THE SOUTHERN 

PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 

Weaverville, North Carolina 

WANTED: A young minister or consecrated 
layman with gifts in making personal con- 
tacts and visitation to serve as Extension 
Pastor, assisting the Pastor in a growing 
Church in an industrial community. Write 
Rev. W. E. Hill, Jr., Hopewell, Virginia. 

FOR SALE 

Unusual home in Montreat, N. C., near 
Auditorium, new, modern, and unique. 
Must be seen to appreciate. 2 living 

rooms, 2 dining areas, 32 baths and 
powder rooms, 4 bedrooms, 2 modern 

kitchens, jalousie breezeway, plenty of 

large modern cioseis, General Electric 

forced, hot water heat, stream through lot, 
paved street, fenced, native stone and 
frame. 

$45,000.00 

Any Three of the Books Listed Below 

Sent Postpaid for $5.00 

SUPPLY LIMITED — ORDER NOW 

The Reformed Doctrine 

of Predestination $4.50 
By Loraine Boettner 

Christianity and Liberalism $2.50 
By J. Gresham Machen 

The Presbyterian Conflict $1.50 
By Edwin H Rian 

Edward O. Guerrant $1.00 
By J. Gray McAllister and 

Grace Owings Guerrant 

Our Lord $3.00 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 

Who Say Ye That I Am $2.50 
Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 

Christ the Bread of Life $2.50 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 

Christ—The Hope of Glory $3.00 
By Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. | 

Order From 

THE SOUTHERN 

PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 

Weaverville, North Carolina 

THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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