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ERIZORI AL 

Forty Years Later 

We have just flown from Seattle to Tokyo 

in 21 hours. Exactly forty years ago we made 

the same trip by steamer in 19 days, having 
been buffeted by a fierce Pacific storm all the 

way. This time we flew above the storm. 

On arriving at our Tokyo hotel we told the 

clerk we wished to place a phone call and his 

immediate and matter of fact question was, “To 

America?” Had we replied in the affirmative, 

New York or Miami or Montreat would soon 

have been on the line. Forty years ago the 

streets of Yokohama and Tokyo were filled 

with rickshaws. Not one of these man-drawn 

vehicles was now to be seen while motor traffic 

was just as dense and considerably more chaotic 

than Chicago. 

These four decades have brought many other 

changes: a formerly able and imitative people 

developed into an aggressive and dangerous foe, 

only to be conquered and then, in some measure, 

won over as friend and ally. 

During all of this time a Christian witness 

in Japan has been maintained. Despite this the 

Christian Church of Japan is woefully weak 

and a genuine Spirit-sent revival is imperative 

if Japan is to be adequately evangelized. 

The obstacles; the problems; the difficulties; 

the divergencies of opinions among Christian 

leaders: all combine to call the Church of 

America to pray for the Japanese Church and 

for the missionary witness in that land. 

What we all must remember is that none 

of these problems are as great as the mercy 

and love and power of God. He is able to 

overcome and resolve these difficulties and to 

work them out for His Own glory. To that 

end we would urge our readers to pray for 
our own missionaries and for the entire Chris- 

tian witness in Japan today, that for all con- 

cerned there may be a mighty outpouring of 

the power and presence of God’s Holy Spirit. 

—L.N.B. 

Hugh Franklin Dickson 

Hugh Franklin Dickson, a native of South 

Carolina, died in his sleep during the morning 

hours of Thursday, November 29th, at his home 

in Atlanta, Ga. He was in his 63rd year. His 

passing came as a surprise as he had been active 

during the day at his office and visited in the 

home of his daughter, Mrs. Harry Phillips, the 

evening before. 

Mr. Dickson was a prominent figure in the 
business world. He was an investment banker 

and was active in business enterprises from New 

York to Texas. 

Early in life Mr. Dickson began his business 

career with the United Drug Co. and later be- 

came an executive with Liggett and Myers Drug 

Co. He helped organize the Lane Drug Stores in 

1929 and served as its first president. Later Mr. 

Dickson helped organize the Wade Hampton 

Hotel of Columbia, S. C., and was part owner. 

During World War I Mr. Dickson served as 

Sergeant Major with President Dwight Eisen- 

hower. At the time of his death Mr. Dickson 

was serving on the Board of Directors of Mading 

Drug Stores, Houston, Texas, Sommers Drug 

Stores, San Antonio and Beaumont, Texas, the 

Griggs Equipment Co., Temple, Texas and The 

Southern Presbyterian Journal. 

Mr. Dickson was a ruling elder in the West- 

minster Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, Ga. He 

served as an elder in many capacities. He ren- 

dered valuable service as a member of the Execu- 

tive Committee of Camp Westminster. He was 

devoted to work of young people and had 

a vision of Camp Westminster becoming the 

finest Christian camp in the nation. 

Funeral services were held at the Westminster 

Presbyterian Church, Dr. John R. Richardson, 

the pastor, officiated. The burial was in West- 
view Cemetery. 

Surviving are his wife; daughters, Mrs. John 

Druery of Hicksville, Long Island, New York, 
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and Mrs. Henry Watson Philips of Decatur, Ga.; 

sisters, Mrs. Howard Paddock of Cullman, Ala.; 
Miss Mary Dickson, Miss Sula Dickson both of 

Anderson, S. C., Miss Sarah Dickson of New 
York City, Mrs. Prue Clinkscales of Anderson, 

S$. C.; brothers, Norman Dickson of Atlanta, Ga., 

W. M. Dickson of Wilmington, N. C., Harvey 

R. Dickson of Anderson, S. C., and three grand- 

children. 

Mr. Dickson will be greatly missed by a wide 

circle of friends. His example of fidelity to his 

dynamic Christian convictions will be a potent 

influence in the lives of all who were privileged 

to enjoy his friendship. 

The Southern Presbyterian Journal acknowl- 

edges with gratitude the fine service rendered 

by Hugh Dickson as a valuable member of our 

Board of Directors. We extend to the members 

of the family our profoundest sympathy and 

commend each one to the God whose consolations 

are not too small for our deepest needs. 

“And I heard a great voice from heaven saying 

unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead who die 

in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the 

Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; 

and their works do follow them.” 

Ecumenical Regimentation 

Word comes from Saint Joseph County, 

Indiana, that a “liberal’’-controlled program of 

church extension is about to be imposed on 

Protestant churches in this area. The plan 

seems to be part and parcel of the super-church, 
ecumenical program of the National Council of 

Churches. 

Dr. Merlin Clark, professor of research and 

urban church planning of the Federated The- 

ological Faculties of the University of Chicago, 

has been authorized by the Council of Churches 

of Saint Joseph County, through its Department 

of Comity and Church Planning, to set up a 

survey and allocate sites for future church con- 

struction and expansion. The Council will as- 

sume authority to represent Protestants in deal- 

ing with city and county planning groups, public 

utilities, real estate developers and suburban 

municipal officials. 

Already some twenty denominations have 
bound themselves by agreement with the Coun- 

cil not to purchase building sites or lay plans 

tor new congregations without consulting the 

Council of Churches. Evangelical bodies not 

cooperating with the Council feel that they 

have inalienable rights as Christians and as 

Americans to plant churches wherever the Lord 

leads, but they are already beginning to feel 

the pinch of ecclesiastical regimentation. 

The National Association of Evangelicals is 

alert to this situation throughout the country 

and has representation in the American Insti- 

tute of Planners which held its annual meeting 

in Providence, R. I., last month. Evangelical 

groups can look to the NAE to safeguard their 

rights—United Evangelical Action. 

The Three Wise Men 

By Wade C. Smith 

Some years ago, in the Little Jetts column 

in the Sunday School Times illustrating the 

Christmas lesson, Matthew’s account of the quest 

of the Magi, I presented the Followers of the 

Star in the generally accepted number of three 

men riding on camels. A sincere critic wrote 

me a six-word letter, asking “By what authority 

three wise men”? 

It may be of interest to Journal readers at 

this Christmas season to read the answer given 

to an interesting query, as follows: 

My first general answer is, By no authority, 

but with a reason — several reasons. First: 

Presenting the wise men (or the Magi) three 

in number, without any compromise of prin- 

ciple or truth, makes my own path easier. If 

I had presented them as two wise men, or four 

wise men, I would have had scores of inquiries 

like yours, challenging “By what authority?” 

As ‘it is, I receive only one — yours; and that 

affords me the real pleasure of writing you a 

letter. 

Really, I have no authority even to put the 

wise men on camels. I have just been looking 

at an illustration of this scene in one of the 

most noted works, entitled “The Life of Christ,” 

and there are several imposing looking poten- 

tates on camels, surrounded and followed by 

a large retinue of men on foot and on horse- 

back, some leading asses with treasure boxes 

and camp equipment, men with bows and ar- 

rows and spears — quite an army; and the big 

men on the camels are pointing across the 
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wilderness to a star. If I had imitated that 
picture I am sure I would have received a great 

number of “By what authoritys?” 

Another reason: the most commonly and uni- 

versally accepted thought of the Christ-child- 

seekers is in three persons of high degree (as 

philosophers, astrologers or kings) coming upon 

camels. On camels because the camel was the 

long distance carrier of that country, and most 

likely to be used. Well accepted tradition, 

you know, names these three as Melchior, Caspar 

and Balthasar, three kings; the first an old man 
with white hair and long beard; the second a 

ruddy and beardless youth; the third swarthy 
and in the prime of life; thus being representa- 
tive of three periods of life. Moreover, that 

Melchior was a descendant of Shem, Caspar of 

Ham, and Balthasar of Japheth — three racial 

divisions. It is even claimed that the skulls 
of these three were gathered up by Bishop 

Reinald in the twelfth century and are now 

exhibited among the relics in the Cathedral 
of Cologne. You are also aware of how this 

visualization of the Magi has influenced the 

great artists of the past nineteen centuries, as 

witness the masterpieces of Paul Veronese, 
Giovanni Bellini, et al. 

So it is the generally accepted conception 

of the personnel of the Magi who came west- 

ward following the star. These traditions, not 

being sufficiently authenticated, have little real 

value, of course. But since the Bible is silent 
on this feature, and since the presentation does 

no violence to the great central truth of the 
story in the Bible, rather giving it fitting and 

appropriate ornamentation, arousing a profit- 

able interest, it seems good to portray it in the 

manner named. 

Your inquiry suggesting the necessity for 

authenticated accuracy of details in a Bible 

illustration, raises the question whether Bible 

scenes should be picturized at all. To do this, 

an illustrator, in the absence of minor and 

unimportant details in the text, must sometimes 

draw upon the imagination — aided by such 
knowledge as may be had of the customs of 

the time and the place. If no damage is done 
to the text or the context, I believe such illus- 

trations are very helpful and have certainly 

been used to kindle fresh interest in the vital 
truth. 

One thing the Little Jetts try to guard with 

great care: it is right along the line of your 

question about the Magi. That is, to get the 
right number of persons in a scene when the 

Bible states that number, and also to put the 
right equipment in, when the equipment is 

named. I learned my lesson in that particular 
soon after the Little Jetts got into action about 

40 years ago. I sent Naaman to Elisha in a 

palanquin, not having read the text carefully 

enough. 
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Of course, as a general in the Syrian army 
he would ordinarily ride a horse or drive a 

chariot; but he was a sick man and I consider. 

ately put him in a palanquin. I got a come. 
back on that all right, which sent me again to 

the text; I had overlooked the plain statement 

that Naaman “came with his horses and with 
his chariot, and stood at the door of the house 
of Elisha.” 

Again, bringing Eliezer back from Nahor, 
where he had gone on his thrilling quest for 

a bride for Isaac, I portrayed only one woman 

in the returning caravan, but on the check up 

I discovered there were at least two women 

3 
¥ t 
z ‘ z 
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in the party; for Rebekah’s nurse accompanied 
her. And by the way, the nurse’s name was 

Deborah — did you know that? (Gen. 35:8.) 

Also, in Peter's party going to the home of 

Cornelius, I pictured four men — Peter and 

the three messengers sent by Cornelius. On 

the check up I discovered that “certain brethren 

accompanied them,” so 1 added a minimum 
two to the party, making six, and was about 
to let the strip go to the Sunday School Times 

for publication. But fortunately a little further 

check in Acts 11:12 where Peter was telling the 
brethren at Jerusalem about it, revealed that 
“six brethren” accompanied him, making ten 

in the party. 

sé 

So you see, even so crude a vehicle as The 

Little Jetts must ‘‘watch their step” lest a more 

serious matter than the speculative number of 

the “Three Wise Men” and the beasts they 
rode should overtake them. Doubtless they 

have made other mistakes, but they have had 

a good time these 40 years trying. 

Sincerely yours 

Christmas in the Far East 

By E. H. Hamilton 

Probably the only country in the Far East 
where Christmas is entirely ignored is Red 

China, and even there no doabt many of the 

Churches put on Christmas plays of the mange! 

scene, the shepherds and the wise men. And 

there even in Red China Christmas is in the 

hearts of hundreds of thousands of Christians, 

who thank God for the coming of His Son into 

the world. 

In Japan more outward ado is made over 

Christmas than in any other Oriental country. 
This is because of the up-to-date business meth- 

ods employed in their department stores. In 

Tokyo, Kobe, Osaka, and other large cities, 

great banners of “Merry Christmas” in English 

and in Japanese are displayed, and heroic sized 

effigies of Santa Claus exhibited in the windows, 

to stimulate trade. And of course the Churches 

in Japan make much of the birth of Christ. 
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are 

in Formosa thousands of Christmas cards 

are sold in the shops along with new year 

cards, and they are being bought and used, 
especially by Christians. And the Churches are 

all decorated with elaborately made scenes of 

the Shepherds and the Wise Men, and even 

Christmas trees are adorned. And Christmas 
carols are sung by the hospital nurses and other 

young people, often at an unearthly hour of 

the morning. 

There are twenty-six Christian Churches in 

the city of Taipei, eleven of them Presbyterian. 

Frequently at Christmas their choirs all unite 

at a great mass meeting held either in the stadium 
or in the city auditorium, and there Christmas 

is celebrated by Christians from all over the 
city, through carols and hymns, and messages 

given by Christian Pastors, and occasionally 

by a missionary, in Mandarin (the official 
Chinese dialect) and in Formosan. This meet- 

ing is a great time of witnessing for Christ. 

It is to be regretted that the Chinese Na- 
tional Government, many of whose leaders, in- 

cluding the President and Madame Chiang 
Kai-shek, are Christians, declares a holiday on 

the birthday of Confucius, but takes no official 
recognition of the birthday of Christ. And so 

the students of all schools from the primary 

grades through the university attend classes 

as on any other day. 

Nevertheless the students in our Christian 

Student Center (‘Friendship Corner”), near 

the National Taiwan University in Taipei, 

celebrate Christmas in a big way. 

Last year on Christmas eve about sixty of 

the University students who love Friendship 

Corner gathered at the Center and filled two 

chartered buses, and we went all over the city 
singing Christmas carols (in English — they 

love to sing in English!) at the homes of 

Christian university professors and others. 

At midnight, after we had “sung out” and 

were finishing the tour, Sophia Hsu, a very 

dear university student who was in the group 
who were to be baptized at our Friendship 

Corner Church the next morning, said to me, 

“Oh, Mr. Hamilton, this has been the happiest 

day of my life.” “Yes, Sophia,” I answered, 

“And tomorrow will be happier still.” “Yes,” 

she answered wistfully, “Zt will be my birthday!” 

And the next morning at our English Wor- 
ship Service there at Friendship Corner, in 

Taipei, Formosa, the joy of her own birth into 
the Church was to be forever associated with 

the joy of the birth of the Son of God into 

the world. 

Joy To 

By Rev. 

“No Christmas! No Christmas!” were the 

words of the town criers in England during 

the time of the Puritan’s control of the Parlia- 
ment in the days of Oliver Cromwell. The Puri- 

tans, under the influence of their Calvinistic 
teachings, deplored Christmas, both as a pagan 

practice and as a human invention. Christ 

would never have approved of it, they felt, it 

merely leading to excessive revellings and wrong 

doings. And so the observing of Christmas 
was outlawed, and everyone was ordered to go 

to work as usual. Anyone found to be cele- 
brating was given a heavy fine. Even here in 

America in 1659, the Puritans of Massachusetts 

passed a law forbidding Christmas observance 
and set a fine of five shillings for all offenders. 

How the times have changed! There is cer- 
tainly no danger of Christmas celebration being 

outlawed in our land today. But in one sense, 
at least, times have not changed. There are 

the same excessive abuses of the holiday as 

there were in the days of old. Under the guise 
of celebration of our Lord’s birthday the revel- 

lings and banquetings are equally disturbing. 
We are a people who call ourselves Christian 

and who lead respectable, moral lives, by and 

large, but on the one day when we should be 
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Kennedy Smartt 

keenest for worship are completely overcome 

by commercialistic idolatry, gluttony, and all 

too often drunkenness. 

“No Christmas! No Christmas!” we are 

tempted to cry, when we see what is happening 

to Christmas. The selfishness, the covetousness, 

the impatience with the traffic and the crowds; 

the dread of forgetting someone who will not 

have forgotten us; the physical demand of get- 

ting everything done and going every place 
we are expected to go; the rivalry in buying, 

decorating, and entertaining. And there is also 

the burden of getting back to normal after it 

is over. So this is Christmas, so this is our 

Lord’s birthday, or at least the day we have 

chosen to observe as such. Can the Christmas 

carols, blared out over loud speakers to milling, 

pushing throngs, sanctify this commercial 

idolatry? Can pretty lights and multi-colored 
decorations cheer our distracted souls? 

But the theme of the angel’s announcement 
of the birth of Christ was joy. “Fear not: for, 

behold, I bring you good tidings of GREAT 

JOY, which shall be to all people. For unto 
vou is born this day in the city of David a 

Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
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The message of Christmas is joy. The mes- 

sage of Christ’s birth is joy. The message of 

the angels is true, joy has come to the world. 

But alas, we are missing it. We have sought 

our joy at the flesh pots of Egypt rather than 

in the manger of Bethlehem. We have drunk 

a bitter cup in search for joy, seeking in the 

world that which comes only to those who 

listen to heaven for this blessed evangel of 

which first the angels sang. Those who do 

not seek their pleasure in Christ shall never 

discover the joy He has brought to the world. 

There is a legend that on one occasion St. 

Augustine dreamed that he had died and that 

when he came to the gates of heaven, and the 

keeper of the gates said to him, “Who are you?” 

he replied, “I am a Christian.” But the porter 

replied to him, “No, you are not a Christian, 

you are a Ciceronian, for you have thought and 

studied more about Cicero than about Christ.” 

Well, if the legend be true, St. Augustine 

mended his ways and sought only the things 

of Christ. But what of us? Do not our Christ- 

mas antics indicate that we are worldlings and 

not Christians by the way we seek our joy 

which is promised us in connection with the 
birth of Christ? 

The true joy of Christmas is to be found in 
the angels song. Its message fairly bursts with 

joy. In the first place this joy is found in 

the announcement of a Saviour who has come 

into this world submitting Himself to all the 
negative and positive requirements of the law, 

and who was yet without sin. A Saviour who 

is God incarnate in the flesh, who is willing 

to take upon Himself our sins and go to the 

Cross of Calvary and there suffer the wrath and 

rejection of God in our stead: that we might 

have the forgiveness of sin and assurance of 

salvation through Him. 

It is the message of a Saviour who was mani- 

fest to destroy the works of the devil, and to 

deliver those, who, because of the fear of death, 

were all their life time subject to bondage. It 

is the joy of knowing that our Saviour who 
walks with us through the valley of the shadow 

of death has broken the bands of death by 

becoming the trailblazer of our resurrection. 

It is the joy of knowing that He who is ac- 

quainted with our griefs and who carried our 
sorrows, is now at the right hand of God mak- 

ing intercession for us. It is the joy of knowing 

that there is no depth of ruin beyond His 

ability to redeem and restore. Hear again then 
the message of the angels. 

“Behold, I bring you good tidings of GREAT 
JOY For unto you is born a SAVIOUR.” 

The second great note of joy in this announce- 

ment is found in the words, “UNTO YOU is 
born .” UNTO YOU, whether you are 
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rich or poor, whether you are learned or un- 

tutored: What you are or who you are makes 

no difference, for UNTO YOU a Saviour is 
born. If you are abiding under the shadow of 

death, or if you are yoked to some grievous 

circumstance or affliction, this all sufficient 

Saviour has come unto you. If you are languish- 

ing under a heavy burden of sin, or enduring 

a trial of your faith, just listen to what the 

angels are singing, “UNTO YOU” this Saviour 
has come. 

The great joy of this announcement is de- 

termined not merely by the fact that the Saviour 

has been born unto you, but even more by the 

event that you are born again unto the Saviour, 
as you open the door of your heart in order 

that through faith the Saviour might be born 
within you. It is not enough to know just 

that a Saviour has come, for the joy is in the 

assurance that through faith I have let Him 

come into my heart. To hear not only the 

angels say, but to hear the internal testimony 
of the Holy Spirit in my heart also, say, “UNTO 

ME” has been born a Saviour. This is the joy 
of the new life in Christ. 

“Joy to the world, the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room.” 

The third great note of joy in this announce- 

ment is in the word that this Saviour who is 

born unto us is CHRIST THE LORD. 

Your Tax Tithe 

By The Rev. Donald C. Graham 

Christians everywhere should be reminded 

at the year’s end that they should be “doers 

of the Word and not hearers only” in the mat- 

ter of their income tax. Many will not have 

to give final reckoning of their benevolences 

to Uncle Sam for another few months but the 

tax year closes December 31 and this happens 

to be when the Lord closes His books on their 

benevolence accounts. 

How much will you, professing Christian, 

claim as your benevolence deduction on your 

income tax report — 10% - 13% - 18% — just 

how much? Now, how much will you actually 

give in your total benevolences? 

Cheating here is dangerous business. It may 
net you an immediate monetary advantage but 

it may bring upon you untold spiritual losses. 

God keeps books on your finances and He is 

an infinitely perfect Accountant. He knows 

if you report 10% but actually gave only 7%. 
It is a common enough sin but it dare not be 

common to you as a Christian for you know 

“the righteous judgment of God” that is re- 

THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 

Aba. 

Fis ans SN RE as 

on ta 2A ooo 



akes 

Nv of 
vous 
ient 

lish- 
ring 

the 
iour 

de- 

iour 

the 
our, 

rder 

orn 

just 

the 

Him 

the 
lony 

Joy 

nce- 
oO is 

ded 

oers 

mat- 
lave 

nces 

the 
Ens 

heir 

ian, 
your 

just 

rally 

may 
but 

SSeS. 

e is 

OWS 

t be 
now 

re- 

NAL 

21 mia mt 

vealed against all unrighteousness. True, if you 
do not claim too high a percentage for benev- 

olences, you can probably get by with Uncle 
Sam, but Uncle Sam’s judicial system is puny 

compared to God's. 

Fortunately we are not left in the slightest 

doubt or misunderstanding as to God’s evalua- 
tion of this sin of cheating on our benevolences. 

The case of Ananias and Sapphira is exactly 
in point. They said they gave so much when 

they gave less than they said. Either they should 

not have reported this much or they should 

have given what they reported. And these are 

the only two alternatives for us. 

Of course, we can scale our report downward 

and report, for example, a mere 4% or 6% 
benevolences, but maybe it would be better 

to correct our actual giving upward, not just 

to save us embarrassment before our income 

iax advisor but before God. 

And speaking of the value of the tithe, an 

interesting set of figures turned up recently 

in the Every-member Canvass of a neighboring 
Baptist church. The amount involved was con- 

siderably in excess of $100,000 so that this with 

the number of persons involved make the 
figures most significant. A record was kept of 

the number of tithers. The result showed that 
a smaller number of tithers, 360, gave almost 

twice as much of the church’s subscription as 

the non-tithers, 430. The Lord’s people who 

give in the Lord’s way are the ones who, most 

largely at least, provide for the Lord’s work. 

Combine the usefulness and blessedness of 

Christian stewardship with the rigorous de- 

mands of honest income tax accounting and 

there may be fresh reason for a multitude of 
Christians to review their books and bring up 

to date and to the line of truth their benevo- 

lence giving. Better to borrow from the bank 

to make the record straight or better to be 

revealed as a four or six percenter in your 
benevolences than to stand and fall where 

Ananias and Sapphira stood and fell. 

This suggests one other thing, the necessity 
of keeping books for your Lord’s Money. An 

earnest, highly enlightened and rather prosper- 

ous Christian once came to the writer and gave 

this interesting testimony: 

“I objected seriously when I first came into 
your church to your emphasis regarding tithing 

marking the beginning of Christian steward- 

ship. I thought this too legalistic for this dis- 

pensation of grace. In fact, I set out recently 

to prove you were wrong and to show the 

greater generosity of my own practice of giving 

wholeheartedly, generously and, as it were, with- 

out letting my right hand keep record of what 

my left hand gave. I determined to continue 

to give according to my own practice of a 
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free and generous spirit and at the same time 

for a test period, to keep careful record of 

these contributions. To my amazement, sir, I 

have proved myself one of the least generous 

Christians in your church by falling far short 
of the tithe.” 

God is keeping books! Why should not we? 

Helps To Understanding 

Scripture Readings 

in Day by Day 

By Rev. C. C. Baker 

Sunday, January 6, Matthew 3:13-17; 4:1-4. 

There is a direct connection between the affirma- 
tion from heaven that Jesus was the Son of 

God (3:17) and the temptations He endured 

(4:1-11). Observe that Satan tempted Jesus 

by calling into question His Sonship (4:3,6). 
Satan challenged Jesus to prove that He was 

the Son of God by performing miracles at his 

bidding (4:3,6). If Jesus had yielded to Satan 

and doubted he He was the Son of God, how 

would His ministry have been affected? What 
was the purpose of Jesus’ miracles (John 14:11)? 

Did Satan need to have miracles performed 
to prove to him that Jesus was the Son of 

God (James 2:19)? Be careful that Satan does 

not try to rob you of your conviction that 

through Christ you have become a son of God. 

How does this conviction strengthen you as 
you work for the Lord? 

Monday, January 7, Matthew 4:5-7 Jesus 

had to be tried before He could be used by 

God. Observe that the first mission of the 

Spirit after He had come upon Jesus (3:16) 
was to lead Him into the wilderness to be 

tempted (4:1). Evidently it was the Holy 

Spirit that constrained Jesus to fast for forty 

days (4:2). It was from the successful endur- 

ance of temptation (vv.3-11) that great power 

and fruit came in Jesus’ ministry. At His simple 
bidding, men dropped everything to become 

His disciples (vv.18-22). Great crowds followed 

Him (vv.23-25). (Locate on a map all the 

places from which people came in, vwv.22-25.) 

He possessed power to heal (vv.22-24). He ut- 

tered His greatest teachings (the Sermon on 

the Mount, chapters 5-7). God will be able 

to use you if you learn to overcome temptation. 

JUNIOR COLLEGE 
SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and 
A. S. degrees. Graduates transfer to best 
colleges as juniors. Professor each ten stu- 
dents. Personal attention. Scientific tests and 
guidance. Athletics. Liberal arts. — 
Preparatory aX ale and 12. Member Se. 

Assn. Colleges and S Summer 
Louis C. LaMotte, President 
Box 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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Tuesday, January 8, Matthew 4:8-11. Jesus 

overcame Satan by remembering the words of 

His Father (3:17) when His Sonship was ques- 

tioned (vv.3,6) and by quoting Scripture (vv.4, 

7,10) when He was directly tempted. Did Satan 

appear to be in outright opposition to Jesus 

in any of the temptations? Imagine how hungry 

and weary Jesus must have been (v.2). How 

easy it would have been for Him to satisfy His 

hunger this easy way (vv.3-4). How much 

easier it would have been for Him to make a 

spectacular entrance than to plod daily with 

slow disciples and unbelieving crowds (vv.5-6) 

or to listen to the whisper of Satan than to 

face the agony of the cross (vv.8-9). Are you 

guilty of the sin of self-indulgence by engaging 

in “harmless” pastimes when you should be 

doing things that require serious and perhaps 

sacrificial effort? Keeping your thoughts on the 

Lord and passages from the Scriptures can keep 

you from sin even when you are tired and weary. 

Wednesday, January 9, Matthew 16:13-26. 

After the disciples had discovered who Jesus 

was (v.16), Jesus began to teach them why He 

had come (v.21). What was the source of 

Peter’s conviction that Jesus was the Messiah 

(v.17) ? This was a truth that had probably been 

crystalizing in Peter’s mind for a long time 

as he has witnessed Jesus’ miracles and listened 

to His teachings. Was there any divine revela- 

tion in Peter’s remark of v.22? Do you think 

he had been meditating on it for very long? 
Notice the greatness of Christ’s praise in vv.17-19 

for Peter’s remark of v.16 and the depth of the 

condemnation in v.25 for the remark of v.22. 

Are the statements you make about spiritual 

truths snap judgments of your own wisdom or 

convictions that have crystalized in your mind 

as you have been taught of God? 

Thursday, January 10, Matthew 22:15-22. At- 

tempts were made to ask Jesus questions that 
would cause His downfall (v.15). What was 

the purpose of the statement made to Jesus in 

v.16? Was it a true statement? Jesus had 

answered the question of v.17 in the affirmative, 
what charges could have been made against 

Him before the Jewish people? If He had an- 

swered in the negative, what charges could have 

been made against Him before the Roman gov- 

ernment? How did Jesus circumvent the prob- 

lem (vv.18-21)? Was His answer evasive (v.22) ? 

What was the final outcome of these questions 

that were designed to trap Him (v.46)? When 

people ask you about your belief in the doc- 

trines of the Christian Church, are vou able to 

answer them intelligently (I Peter 3:15)? 

Friday, January 11, Matthew 26:36-46. Glance 

through the rest of chapters 26 and 27 to see 

all that Jesus faced as He knelt in Gethsemane 

(26:36-46) . Notice especially 26:48-49,66-68; 27: 

22-23, 26b-31,35,46. How would you feel if you 

were facing these events? Notice the abhorence 
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with which Jesus viewed the agony of the cross 

(26:36-37,39). What does the fact that Jesus 

repeated His prayer three times indicate of 

its intensity (vv.39,42,44)? We cannot fathom 

the struggle or the dedication that was expressed 

in the words, “Thy will be done” (vv.39,42) , 

but we know that Christ submitted to the will 

of the Father because of His love for us. Do you 
love Him for what He did for you? 

Saturday, January 12, Matthew 27:35-50. The 

agony of our Lord on the cross was not a 

momentary experience, but something which 

lasted for hours (vv.35-36,45ff).. What must the 
taunts of those He had come to help have 

added to His suffering (vv.39-40)? How the 

irony of the mocking of the religious leaders 

(vv.41-43) must have torn His soul. Even the 

robbers reviled Him (v.44)! When Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34) , how many 

of the groups of vv.39-40,41-43,44 must He have 

included? Verse 46 reflects the feeling of utter 

helplessness Jesus must have experienced as He 

submitted Himself to the will of the Father. As 

you meditate upon the cross, think once more 

upon the reason for which Christ died 

(Romans 5:6-8). 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 6 By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 

Wise Men Seek Jesus 

Scripture: Matthew 1 and 2 

Devotional Reading: Micah 4:1-5 

Wise men still seek Jesus, for “In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” These 

wise men were from the East. Micah had prophesied that, “many nations shall come, and _ say, 
“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord.” We might look upon these wise men as the 

first of a host of people from all nations who have sought and found the Christ. 

The gospel of Matthew, a Jew, is written 

especially for the Jews. It is full of references 

to the Old Testament Scriptures. It seeks to 

prove that Jesus is the long-expected, promised 

Messiah. If, today, we are trying to convince 

a Jew that his Messiah is indeed come, then 

this gospel of Matthew is the very place to 

begin, for it links up the Old Testament with 

Jesus. 

Let me quote from the New Analytical Bible: 

“There is no question as to the design of this 

Gospel. It is suggested by the opening state- 

ment — ‘the book of the generation of Jesus 

Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.’ 

The lineal descent of our Lord is carried to 

Abraham, and this is the Gospel for the Jew. 

It sets forth Christ, not only as the greatest 

Prophet and Lawgiver, but as fulfilling the 

Law and the prophets, that He is the Messiah 

of Old Testament predictions, the fulfilment of 

the promise of the Abrahamic Covenant, and 

the King of the true Israel in the Davidic line. 

“Matthew constantly keeps before his people 

the Old Testament Scriptures and by quota- 

tions and allusions refers to them nearly one 

hundred times, and to the prophets about fifty 

times. It abounds in statements to show that 

Jesus fulfilled the prophetical Scriptures. The 

Jew would require such a procedure and in 

this manner only could the Messianic claims of 

our Lord be established. Thus in His person, 

His words and works is furnished the proof 

that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah. It is 

the Gospel of the Kingdom. In the training of 

the Twelve, by His earlier discourses, Jesus pre- 

sented the Law of the Kingdom, and by parables 

the progress of the Kingdom, and by many 

details peculiar to this Gospel is the fact that 

our Lord is the promised King.” 

There are in these first two chapters several 
interesting facts about Him. 
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I. The Genealogy of Jesus: 1:1-17. 

Genealogical records were very important to 

the Jews. Only in this way could the successors 

to the throne, to the priesthood, and to tribal 

headship be safeguarded. The first thing that 

a Jew would ask about the Messiah would be, 
Does he have the right genealogy? Is he de- 

scended from Abraham, and from David? The 

Promised Messiah was to be a descendant of 

both, and rightful heir to the throne of David. 

It is natural for Matthew, writing especially 

for Jews, to begin as he does with a long list 

of the ancestors of Jesus Christ. He must 

belong to the right family if he claimed to be 

the rightful Messiah. 

It is always most helpful, inspiring and re- 

freshing to turn to Bishop Ryle’s Expository 

Thoughts. You are never disappointed. Let 

me quote a few words of his on this Genealogy: 

“The Gospel of St. Matthew begins with a long 
list of names. Let no one think that these verses 

are useless. Nothing is useless in the Bible. 

Every word of it is inspired.” Then he gives 

some very practical lessons. 

“Learn from this list of names that God 

always keeps His word. He had promised that 

in Abraham’s seed all the nations of the earth 

should be blessed. He had promised to raise 

up a Saviour of the family of David. These 

sixteen verses prove that Jesus was the son of 

David, and the son of Abraham, and that God’s 

promise was fulfilled.” (It will repay you to 

read the balance of this, see Ryle on Luke). 

Il. The Virgin Birth of Jesus: 18-25. 

In these verses we have a simple, clear state- 

ment regarding the Virgin birth of Jesus. Com- 

pare this with the account in Luke, and you 

get the full picture. This basic fact of our 

faith is confirmed by many other passages such 

as the Incarnation as given by John, and the 
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description of Christ in Hebrews, chapter one. 

If we believe in a supernatural religion — and 

what other kind is worth anything — then 

the Virgin birth of our Lord is very easy to 

believe, for it presents no difficulties. If you 

are determined to do away with the super- 
natural, then, of course, you will try to explain 

away this clear statement. 

Ill. Visit of the Wise Men: 

This is our printed lesson and the theme 

for our study today. The men of the East 

were noted as “Star-gazers.” The sun, moon, 

and stars were objects of interest, and often 

of worship. I have always felt that worship of 

the heavenly bodies was the easiest explained, 

and the highest form of idolatry, for all of us 

feel a certain kind of awe when we gaze at 

the heavens by day or night. There is some- 
thing so silent, mysterious, and marvelous about 

it that it inspires a feeling of reverence, and 

unless we know the true explanation, would 

easily lead to worship. To worship an earthly 

object is degrading; to worship a heavenly body, 

is elevating to a certain degree. When we see 

the Creator behind His Creation then we get 

a very glorious concept of God, such as the 

psalmist had when he said, The heavens declare 

the glory of God. There is no indication in 
Scripture that there were just three of these 

men. We do not know how many there were. 

“His star.” This was a special star. Those 
who like to explain away all miracles, or make 

them conform to Nature’s laws, have tried to 

put their finger on some star, or conjunction 

of stars, which appeared just at this time. Notice 

the different things said about it and I believe 

you will agree that only a miracle can explain 

this particular star. Why not? This is the most 
tremendous event since creation and miracles 

are to be expected in connection with it. 

2:1-12. 

These wise men were wiser than some of 

their comrades. They do not worship the star, 

but the King to Whom the star leads them. 

All the phenomena of Nature should lead us 

to Worship the God of nature. 

The reaction in Jerusalem is most interesting: 

Herod and “all Jerusalem” is troubled. We 

can understand the jealousy and uneasiness of 

Herod, but that of the scribes and chief priests 

is different. I wonder what would be the reac- 

tion among political leaders, and even among 

some who occupy high positions in the Church, 

if a similar event should take place? Would 
our politicians and churchmen be “troubled”? 

The leaders of the Jews could answer Herod’s 

question as to where Christ was to be born, 

but they were in no mood to accept Him. 

Herod gives his instructions to the wise men, 

shrewdly hiding his real feelings and purpose, 
and they go on their way to follow the star 
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to Bethlehem. They find the Child, worship 

Him, presenting their gifts, and being warned 

of God, go home another way. Joseph takes 
the Child and his mother and flees to Egypt. 

IV. The Cruel Edict of Herod: 16-18. 

In the book of Revelation we have the picture 
of the dragon waiting to devour the Child as 

soon as He is born. (see Rev. 12:4). In symbolic 

language we are told of the rescue of the Child. 

Satan tried to destroy Jesus and used Herod 

as a willing tool. The devil has a way of doing 

this. I think we can see his hand in many of 
the events which have taken place in recent 

years. Pharoah in the Old Testament, is a 

distinct type of Satan, and many world rulers 

have been agents of his in persecuting Chris- 

tians, or in the words of Revelation, And the 

dragon was wroth with the woman, and went 

to make war with the remnant of her seed. 

So Herod sends out his fiendish order that 

all the children in Bethlehem and her borders, 

from two years old and under should be slain. 

Again we find Old Testament prophecy ful- 

filled. 

Our hearts are sad as we read this story. 

Let us remember, however, that these children 

escaped much of the troubles of this world and 

went immediately into the presence of God, 

where, around the throne of God thousands of 

children stand singing. There is much comfort 

for weeping mothers in this thought, just as 

there is for us when some darling child is taken 

from our home. 

V. “He Shall be Called a Nazarene’: 19-23. 

When Herod died the angel appeared to 

Joseph again and told him to take the young 

child and his mother and go into the land of 

Israel. When he heard that Archelaus reigned 

in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid 

to go on, and being warned, turned aside into 

the parts of Galilee and came and dwelt in 
a city called Nazareth, that it might be ful- 

filled which was spoken by the prophets, He 

shall be called a Nazarene. To be called a 

“Nazarene” was a reproach, for a common ques- 

tion of that day was, Can there any good thing 

come out of Nazareth? Have you not seen a 

beautiful white lily coming up from a slimy 

mudhole? Our Saviour chose to be born in a 
stable, and to grow up as a Boy in the wicked 

town of Nazareth. Environment is considered 

very important in the rearing of children. We 

like for our children to be brought up in a 

good neighborhood. This is part of the deep- 

est humiliation of Christ, and His willingness 

to be made in all points like as we are. 
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YOUNG PEO 

YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 6 By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 

What Is A Leader? 

Program Leader: 

We are living in a time when Christian lead- 

ers are very much needed all over the world. 

All Christian young people who are ambitious 

in the right sense aspire to be used as leaders. 

There is nothing wrong with such an ambition, 

if it is real Christian leadership which we have 

in mind. 

It is obvious that not all people have the 
same opportunities for leadership, and some- 

times those who have the opportunities do 

not make very good leaders. It is not often that 

we can do very much about our opportunities 

for leadership, but there are things we can do 

to improve our capabilities as leaders. What 

is a leader? What are the qualities a Christian 

leader needs, and what can be done to develop 
them? If, in this program, we can find answers 

to these questions, and if we will make applica- 

tions to our own lives, we shall be making 
progress toward becoming Christian leaders for 

the present time and for years to come. 

First Speaker: 

A Christian leader is one who has the right 
attitudes toward God, toward other people, and 

toward his task as a leader. This means that 

he must be a Christian himself. He must be a 
person whose sins are forgiven and whose nature 

has been changed by faith in Jesus Christ. No 

person can have the right attitude toward God 

or toward other people until he has come to 

God through Christ. A Christian leader is one 

who looks on his place of leadership as an 

opportunity for service and not as an occasion 
to exalt himself in the eyes of others. Christ 
made this very clear when He said, “Whosoever 

will be great among you, shall be your minister: 

and whosoever will be the chiefest, shall be 

servant of all. For even the Son of man came 

not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 

to give his life a ransom for many.” 

A Christian leader is one who recognizes that 
he owes his all to the Lord and who uses his 

leadership for the glory of God and the good of 

other people. This is vastly different from the 

more common idea that a place of leadership 

is to be used to force others to conform to the 
leader’s will and to compel them to give him 
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their honor. The greatest leader who ever 

walked the earth, Jesus Christ, looked on His 

leadership as an occasion for service. Our atti- 

tude toward leadership should be like His. 

Second Speaker: 

Another requirement for leadership is ability. 

We can readily see that some people are born 

with more ability than others. Those who are 

endowed with the greatest gifts of mind and 

personality are potentially the best leaders, but 

it does not always work out that way. Some- 

times those who have been most generously 

blessed do not make the best use of their gifts, 

while others, who have less native ability, put 

it to far better use. It is quite true that there 

are definite limits to our native abilities, but 

few of us ever come near to exploring the 

limits. In His parable of the talents Jesus made 
it plain that we are only held responsible for 

making the best use of what we have. Rather 

than sitting around envying others who have 

received greater endowments than ours, and 

rather than gloating over others who are less 

blessed than we, let us ask God to show us 

the gifts that are ours, and let us work diligently 

and patiently to develop them into qualities of 
Christian leadership. 

Third Speaker: 

In speaking of the need for diligence in de- 

veloping our talents for leadership, we need to 

be reminded of the importance of faithfulness 

as a quality of leadership. In a recent meet- 

ing of youth workers one adult adviser asked 

what could be done in cases where able young 

people accepted places of leadership but could 
not be depended on to fulfill their duties. 

Do you think a person who is not faithful 

to his duties is really qualified as a Christian 

leader? There are few things that can eat away 

at the life and health of an organization like 

having undependable leaders. Those of us who 

aspire to be leaders in the name of Christ can 

do an important thing by resolving here and 

now to be faithful in all our duties. If we say 

we will take a part on the youth Poem let 

us be sure that we can be depended upon to 

do it. If we offer to plan games for a social, 

let there be no doubt about its being done. 
(Continue to Top of Page 16) 
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A Call to Prayer 

New Year’s Day 1957 

Thirty-three years ago on January first, nineteen 
hundred and fifty-seven, will be the anniversary of 
the World-Wide Revival Prayer Movement which 
came into existence in the great port city of Shang- 
hai, China, when a devoted group of God-fearing 
Christians, representatives of the different denomi- 
national Mission Boards, met to pray for revival, 
world-wide and there was brought to birth “A 
Movement that knows neither plan nor pledge, but 
only the Spirit’s breathing through the living Word, 
into the hearts of believers.” Since that year, the 
day has been observed in prayer and fasting by 
a multitude of God’s people. One of our Presidents 
issued a National proclamation for prayer on three 
successive occasions, beginning January 1940, when 
the War clouds of World War II were threatening 
and imminent. Will each reader of this appeal 
write a personal note to our President, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, with assurance of prayer. No Presi- 
dent of these United States has ever borne a 
greater burden, not even George Washington or 
Abraham Lincoln. This notice is being sent to a 
large number of denominational weeklies which 
will reach many thousands of readers, who it is 
hoped will respond to this appeal. 

“When we depend upon organization, we get 
what organization can do, 

When we depend upon education, we get 
what education can do, 

When we depend upon man, we get what man 
can do. 

When we depend upon prayer, we get what 
God can do.” 

—Selected. 

“Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts.” 
Malachi 3:10. 

World-Wide Revival Prayer Movement 
5 S. Oxford Avenue, Ventnor, N. J. 

The Universal Week of Prayer 

The first full week in each year has been for 

some years designated “The Universal Week of 

Prayer.” The intention of this Universal Week 
of Prayer is that Christians enter such decisive 

meeting with God that we may hear His word 
that the fashion and purpose of our lives may be 

altered and redeemed by Him. This is a week 

sponsored by the Evangelism Department of the 

National Council of Churches. Annually, a devo- 
tional guide is made available to those who would 

share this spiritual fellowship. The guide for use 
in the week of January 6 to 12, 1957 has as its 

theme ‘“‘God’s Word Through Prayer.” 

To His disciples’ question “Why could we not 
cast out the dumb spirit?” Jesus answered: “This 

kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” 
We are all like the shepherd boy of Mark’s gospel 
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needing one or another of God’s indispensable gifts 

that cannot come to us by anything but prayer. The 

meditations of this week suggested by chapters 2 
through 7 of the gospel of Luke will direct us 

toward hearing God’s Word through the encounter 
of prayer. For copies of the guide to use this first 

four weeks in January, 1957, you may address your 

order to the Joint Department of Evangelism, Na- 

tional Council of Churches in the U.S. A., 297 

Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. The price 
of the leaflet is 15c¢ per copy. You are requested 
to send money when ordering the leaflet. 

To many Christians these are days of storm and 

stress, confusion and deep concern, of uncertainty 
and insecurity, prayer can make a difference in the 

lives of us all. Intercessory prayer is needed. You 
are invited to enter with countless Christians of 

many denominations in the observance of the Uni- 

versal Week of Prayer, praying together one for 

another and for ourselves that we may know per- 

manent growth in a continuing prayer life in this 
new year. 

The Advent in Poetry 

“Tt is by no breath, 
Turn of the eye, wave of the hand, that salvation joins 

issue with death! 

As thy love is discovered almighty, almighty be proved 

Thy power, that exists with and for it, of being Beloved! 
He who did most shall bear most; the strongest shall 

stand the most weak. 

‘Tis the weakness in strength, that I cry for! my flesh, 
that I seek 

In the Godhead! I seek it and I find it. O Saul, it shall be 

A Face like my face that receives thee, a Man like to me, 
Thou shalt love and be loved by, forever: a Hand like 

this hand 

Shall throw open the gates of new life to thee! See 

the Christ stand!” 

—Browning in SAUL. 

A Christmas Chant 

“At last earth’s hope was granted, 
And God was a child of earth: 

And a thousand angels chanted 
The lowly midnight birth. 

Ah! Bethlehem was grander 

That hour than paradise; 

And the light of earth that night eclipsed 
The splendors of the skies.” 

—Ryan in A Christmas Chant. 
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NEWS Sw CHURCHES 

Church Extension 

Report of November 1956 

Budget 1956 _.......... _.....------ $1,400,000.00 
ee eS ae ae 725,039.70 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

Received to Date .................. ; 51.79% 
Balance Needed for the year -........... 674,960.30 

G. B. Strickler 
Treasurer 

The William Black Home 

Miss Jeanette McQueen, Raeford, N. C., will 
on and after January 1, 1957 receive applications 
for reservations in the William Black Home at 
Montreat, according to an announcement by Dr. 
E. E. Gillespie, of Greensboro, who is president of 
the controlling Board of Trustees. 

Miss Sara Lytch, of Raeford, who has been 
manager in the past will be assisted next season 
by Miss Mary Frances Luke, of Glendale Springs, 
N. C. and currently of the Glade Valley School 
faculty. The Home will be opened on June 15th 
and will receive guests until the last of August. 

Missionary News 

Mr. and Mrs. Rob Roy Robertson of our Congo 
Mission announce the arrival of a son, Richard 
Blackwell, in Luebo on November 12. 

Miss Elisa Gonzales of our East Brazil Mission 
is scheduled to arrive in the United States about 
the middle of December for her regular furlough. 
Miss Gonzales is just completing her first term 
on the field, having gone to Brazil in 1951 where 
she has been engaged in evangelistic-educational 
work. 

Rev. and Mrs. Lawrence G. Calhoun of our East 
Brazil Mission are scheduled to arrive in this 
country for regular furlough on December 20. 
The Calhouns have three children ranging in age 
from thirteen to twenty-four. Upon their arrival 
in the United States, they will proceed to Barium 
Springs, N. C. 

Nashville—Mr. Guy S. Mitchell, missionary for 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., to Zentsuji, Japan, 
has been honored by the Japanese National Govern- 
ment for his work among boys in Skikoku Re- 
formatory. A gift and an official scroll were pre- 
sented by the Honorable Ryozo Makino, Minister 
of Justice for the government. 

The Mitchells, whose home is in El Dorado, 
Arkansas, are now in the United States on furlough, 
so the citation was accepted for Mr. Mitchell by 
Professor N. Naitch, a member of the faculty of 
Shikoku Christian College in Zentsuji. 

Although Mr. Mitchell’s missionary assignment 
is as educational and business missionary working 
in Shikoku Christian College, the Presbyterian 
College for the island of Shikoku, he has had charge 
of Christian work among boys in Shikoku Shonenin 
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since shortly after going out to Japan in 1953. 
He supervises the weekly visits to the reformatory 
by students from the college, and occasionally 
speaks to approximately 200 inmates himself, 
through an interpreter. He has also frequently 
shown slides of the United States and religious 
film-strips and moving pictures. 

Presentation of the gift and scroll was made 
in Takamatsu, near Zentsuji. A translation of the 
wording of the scroll follows: 

“You have been contributing to the reform work 
of the reformatory for a long time. We appreciate 
very much your genuine feeling and greatest sup- 
port which have been given to this work. At the 
time of putting into operation the movement of 
making society brighter, we present you a remem- 
brance to express our deep appreciation.” 

Minister of Justice 
(Japan National Government) 
(signed) Ryozo Makino 

ALABAMA 

Birmingham—Mrs. J. J. Baird has been chosen 
to lead the Women of the Church, Birmingham 
Presbytery, at their November meeting. 

Elected to serve with Mrs. Baird are: Mrs. J. L. 
Thweatt, first vice-president; Mrs. A. J. Roddy, 
chairman of general fund agencies; Mrs. F. A. 
Shelton, treasurer; Mrs. Alva M. Gregg, chairman 
of church extension; Mrs. E. L. Portis, recording 
secretary; Mrs. Stratton Daniel, chairman of dis- 
trict four; and Mrs. Elbert Johnson, chairman of 
district two. 

Birmingham—Forma! organizational services for 
the Huffman Presbyterian Church near here were 
held December 2. The young church, which has 
been holding worship services since October 1, has 
a charter membership of 60. 

A pulpit committee of five has been selected to 
provide the church with a pastor. In the meantime, 
the Rev. R. D. Bedinger, executive secretary and 
moderator of the presbytery, who has been serving 
and advising the church, will continue to supply 
the pulpit. A commission of the presbytery to or- 
ganize the church was made up of Dr. T. S. Daniel, 
Mr. Glenn Willard, the Rev. B. A. Sykes, the Rev. 
James Cantrell, Mr. A. C. Hazen, Mr. G. E. Burgen, 
Mr. C. F. Davis, and Mr. C. R. Culverhouse. The 
Rev. George Bacon headed the commission for 
acquiring the three-acre lot and housing where the 
church was established. 

GEORGIA 

Atlanta—Receipts for the General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies continue to run ahead, both 
in totals, and in percentages of the year’s budget, 
of contributions received during the same period 
in 1955. In the latest report issued by the office 
of the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, the 
General Fund Agencies are reported as receiving 
$420,826.41 through Nov. 30. 
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This compares with $368,321.69 received during 
11 months of 1955, the percentage of the budget 
received this year is 49.71, compared with 47.38 
received in 1955 by the same date. This year’s 
budget for the General Fund Agencies is $846,581. 

For the Interchurch Agencies, receipts on Nov. 
30 totalled $13,011.32, compared with $10,972.90 
a year ago. This year’s receipts represent 60.1% 
of the $21,495 budget. At the same time a year 
ago, 55.7% had been received. 

The balance needed for the General Fund 
Agencies’ budget is $425,754.59; for the Inter- 
church Agencies, $8,483.68. Experience has shown 
that the largest donations for benevolence causes 
such as these come in during the last month of 
the year. 

Atlanta — Funeral services for Dr. Paul S. 
Rhodes, retired Presbyterian minister, were held 
December 5, with the Rev. C. E. Piephoff, pastor 
of College Park (Ga.) Presbyterian Church, offici- 
ating. Burial was in the College Park cemetery. 

Dr. Rhodes died December 3 in an Atlanta hos- 
pital after an illness of several weeks. He retired 
seven years ago as pastor of the Pontotoc, Miss., 
Presbyterian Church, and had lived with his son 
in College Park since 1952. 

Survivors include his son, Charles E. Rhodes 
with whom he lived in College Park, and sisters, 
Mrs. J. R. Dillard, Jacksonville, Fla., and Mrs. 
C. H. Garing of Atlanta. 

St. Mary’s—Fire has caused considerable dam- 
age to the Presbyterian Church at St. Mary’s, one 
of the oldest churches in the State of Georgia. 

The fire, during the first week in December, 
destroyed the bell tower and interior and a new 
porch at the church’s entrance. The porch was 
built last summer at a cost of $500. The blaze 
began in the bell tower. 

The 50-member congregation is in Savannah 
Presbytery and has the Rev. Billy Frank Woods 
as pastor. The church was organized in 1822 and 
the bell had been donated to St. Mary’s in 1808. 

Atlanta—Mr. Henry H. Jordan, Atlanta archi- 
tect, has been elected the first chairman of the 
newly created Council on Church Architecture, for 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S. The Council of nine 
members, set up by the Board of Church Exten- 
sion, held its organizational meeting in the Presby- 
terian Center here early in December. 

Elected vice-chairman of the new group was the 
Rev. James L. Doom, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Hamlet, N. C. The Rev. O. V. 
Caudill of Atlanta, secretary of the Department 
of Church Architecture for the denomination, will 
serve as secretary to the Council. The Council 
was organized to serve in an advisory capacity to 
the department. 

In its first meeting the group discussed possible 
areas of service to the Church, and examined latest 
available statistics on the tremendous building 
program now going on throughout the entire de- 
nomination. 

Mr. Caudill submitted figures on building 
throughout the Church that show that the total 
svent for new churches and educational buildings 
has reached $117,080,00 during the past nine 
years (1947-1955) and that this year’s expendi- 
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tures will probably put the total close to $140,- 
000,000 for the decade. 

Each of the past ten years has seen a new 
record set in amount spent for building, Mr. Caudill 
stated. This year’s total is expected to pass $20,- 
000,000, far above the $18.3 million for 1955. 

In the nine years for which figures were com- 
plete, the Synod of North Carolina has led in the 
grand total, with an expenditure of $20,308,000, 
and the Synod of Texas has been close behind, at 
$18,880,000. The Synod of Virginia ranks third 
among the 16 Synods, with a total of $11,764,000. 
The Synod of Georgia is fourth, with $9,026,000, 
Florida fifth, at $8,360,000; and South Carolina 
is sixth at $7,913,000. 

Mr. Caudill’s figures on church building showed 
the council that totals spent in building have pro- 
gressed from $5.2 million in 1947, by one to two 
millions each year. No synod spent as much as 
a million for building in 1947, but both North 
Carolina and Texas have put in that much and 
more every year since, with Texas leading the 
North Carolina Synod in four of the nine years. 
The North Carolina total of $3,000,546 in 1952 
has not been surpassed by any other synod, al- 
though Texas’ 1955 total of $2,065,832 barely 
trailed. 

The totals spent, 1947-1955, for building, by 
synods are as follows: 

$5,585,768 N. Carolina 20,308,769 
Appalachia 5,824,858 Oklahoma 701,921 
Arkansas 3,383,927 S. Carolina 7,913,695 
Florida 8,360,040 Tennessee 5,531,450 
Georgia 9,026,108 Texas 18,880,746 
Kentucky 3,622,474 Virginia 11,764,218 
Louisiana 4,672,644 W. Virginia 3,665,674 
Mississippi 5,106,394 Snedecor Region 30,435 
Missouri 2,701,474 

$117,908,595 

Alabama 

KENTUCKY 

Louisville—A three-day consultation on world 
missions, between representatives from three Pres- 
byterian branches, closed here on Nov. 28. The 
first affair of its kind ever attempted the consul- 
tation brought together more than 60 leaders of 
United, U.S., and U.S.A. Presbyterian missionary 
work from ten states. 

Chairmen of presbytery and local committees on 
world missions, as well as synod and assembly 
leaders in the field, took part in the conference. 
“How to” information was exchanged among the 
representatives as they met.in Warren Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. 

Preliminary methods for mutual cooperation 
were worked out,.so as to facilitate promotion and 
education on missions. Missionaries of any one of 
the three churches, visiting the areas involved, will 
be made available to speak in churches of the other 
Presbyterian branches. Missionary literature and 
audio-visual materials will be shared among the 
three denominations. 

Among missionary leaders who attended were 
Dr. D. J. Cumming, educational secretary of the 
Board of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.; Dr. E. E. 
Grice, personnel secretary of the United Presby- 
terian Board; and Dr. Phillip O. Evaul, of Chicago, 
east-central area secretary of the Presbyterian, 
U.S.A. Board. States from which representatives 
came to the consultation were Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Michigan, Indiana, West Virginia, Kentucky, Mis- 
souri, Tennessee, Alabama, and North Carolina. 
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Much of the conference time was spent in work- 
shop discussions which brought out need for ap- 
pointment in every church of a world missions 
chairman, the suggestion that all Presbyterian 
Seminaries “give greater emphasis to missionary 
education’; and the recommendation that more 
men be drawn into supporting the foreign mission 
cause in the local church, perhaps as chairmen of 
local committees. 

LOUISIANA 

New Orleans—Miss Florence Bennett of Pa- 
ducah, Ky., has been named field assistant to the 
regional director of Christian Education, Louisiana 
Synod. 

Miss Bennett will assume major responsibility 
in the area of children’s work, but will also assist 
in all of the Christian education programs in the 
Synod, Presbytery, and in local churches by in- 
vitation. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Abbeville—A diamond Jubilee dinner, launching 
the Presbyterian College Development program for 
the Abbeville-Greenwood region was held here 
Dec. 6. 

An estimated 160 Presbyterians from the area 
heard addresses by the Rev. Fred V. Poag, pastor 
of Shandon Presbyterian Church, Columbia, and 
Mr. Joseph Walker, Jr., also of Columbia, a member 
of the firm Joseph Walker and Company. Mr. 
Poag and Mr. Walker are chairmen of the P C 
development program for the Synod of South 
Carolina. 

These speakers were introduced by Dr. Marshall 
W. Brown, president of the college. Prominent 
parts of the program were taken by the regional 
co-chairmen, the Rev. B. Herman Dillard, Pastor 
of Abbeville Presbyterian Church, and Mr. Joel 
Morse, also of Abbeville. 

TENNESSEE 

Zion Church near Columbia, Tennesee, was again 
filled with Presbyterians and others for Thanks- 
giving services on November 22, 1956. For the 
past several years Zion Church and the First 
Church in Columbia with the Garden Street Presby- 
terian Church (U.S.A.) and the Cumberland 
Church in Columbia have held thanksgiving services 
together, rotating from church to church. This 
year Zion Church was the host and the offering 
was for the benefit of the Monroe Harding Chil- 
dren’s Home. Rev. Edmund W. Tratebas of the 
Garden Street Church preached the Thanksgiving 
sermon. The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was 
administered by Rev. W. M. Ford of Zion and 
Rev. Burns Drake of the Cumberland Church. 

Zion Church continues preparation for its sesqui- 
centennial celebration to be held in June, 1957. 
The church will be open during that month with 
guides on hand to show visitors through the church 
and churchyard. Planned for June 15 and 16 are 
outstanding speakers, a diorama and pageant. 

Bristol— 

The Rev. Claude Allen Calcote, 60, died 
recently at his home, 900 Pennsylvania Avenue, 

Bristol. 

The Rev. Calcote has been the stated clerk 
of the Holston Presbytery since 1949. He was 

serving Meadowview, King Memorial, Paperville, 

and Lippencott churches at the time of his death. 

The funeral services were held Wednesday 

afternoon in the First Presbyterian Church, 

Bristol, Tenn., with Dr. William McCorkle in 

charge. He was assisted by Dr. John Yelton and 

Dr. Ralph A. Brown. Dr. Goodridge Wilson 

was not able to be present to represent Abingdon 

Presbytery. Ministers of both — presbyteries 

served as pallbearers. Mr. Calcote served two 

churches in each presbytery as supply: Paper- 

ville and Meadowview in Holston; King Me- 

morial and Lippencott in Abingdon. 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 
(Continued from Page 11) 

Practicing faithfulness in small things from day 

to day will make us more dependable when the 

larger opportunities come to us. Let our faith- 

fulness be used to the glory of God and for the 
good of others. 

Fourth Speaker: 

It has been said that a person cannot become 
a good leader until he has first proved that 

he can be a good follower. Our opportunities 
to lead may be limited, but our opportunities to 

follow are many. After all, following is just 

as necessary as is leading. A person may possess 

all the things we have described, right attitude, 
ability, and faithfulness, and still be a failure 

as a leader, if people refuse to follow him. 

No leader can succeed, no matter how able 
he may be, without faithful and loyal followers. 

Our world is so complex that almost every 

leader is also under the authority of someone 

else. Every Christian is under the authority of 
Christ. We cannot become worthy leaders in 

any area until we learn to follow faithfully 

those who are in authority over us. We can be 

Christian leaders only when we are loyal ser- 

vants of Christ. 

This issue and the next issue are cut 

in size in order to give our force and the 

printers a breathing spell for the Christmas 

Holidays. H.B.D. 


