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THE RIGHT OR THE GREAT 

There is a marked difference between moral, spiritual righteousness and ma- 

terial, temporal greatness. 

In the latter, a man is counted important on account of the things he has. 

But in the former, a man’s attainment depends on whom he belongs to, for 

righteousness characterizes only the redeemed child of God. 

The human dilemma is grounded in our inability to distinguish between the 

right and the great. Only Christ, God’s Incarnate Truth, places each in its 

proper perspective. And only His Holy Spirit can make us to love the right 

instead of the great. 

To know Him as Saviour and Lord is to desire righteousness over greatness. 

Those who know only the sheer nakedness of greatness perish, but those who 

are robed and warmly clothed in His imputed righteousness have Life! 

—Rev. Walter W. Brown 
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We would encourage you to take 

the little test of your theological 

knowledge set up for you on p. 10. 

This test is designed to sharpen your 

awareness of the difference between 
what is fundamental in Christian ex- 

perience and what is fundamental in 

Christian communication. A Christian 

is kind to others because he is a Chris- 

tian. But being kind to others does 

not make them Christians. It’s as 

simple as that. 

According to an item in the Alex- 

andria (La.) Daily Town Talk, work- 

ers began the job of stringing Christ- 

mas lights throughout the city during 

the last days in September. If they 

back up the season any more there 
will be no valid reason for taking the 

decorations down from one Christmas 

to the next. At this juncture we re- 

call that the Ministerial Association of 

Raleigh, N. C. last year exacted from 

the Chamber of Commerce a promise 
that Christmas would not begin until 

after Thanksgiving. 

Marching in a “Christian Witness” 
parade in Philadelphia recently, two 

teen-agers were observed carrying a 
sign which we, too, find eminently 

satisfying: 

God said it 

Jesus did it 

I believe it 

That settles it! 

Miss Margaret Law and her mother, 

Mrs. R. W. Law, of the Mt. Zion 

church, St. Charles, S. C., (W. L. 

Newman, pastor) have recited the 
Shorter Catechism. 

“I live by faith in the Son of God 

who loved me and gave Himself for 

me.”” — Galatians 2:20. Henry Drum- 

mond spoke of the “expulsive power 

of a new affection”. For the answer 

to life’s problems, try loving Christ. 
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News ROUNDUP 

JAPAN — High moment of the 15th 

meeting of the General Synod of the 

teformed Church in Japan was when 
announcement was made of the deci- 
sion of the Board of World Missions 

of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. to 

donate the entire property of the Kobe 

Theological Seminary to the Reformed 
Church in Japan. The Reformed 

Church is one of two major Christian 

bodies in cooperation with which our 

missionaries work, the other being the 
cooperative United Church (Kyodan). 

The transfer of this property, repre- 

senting a relinquishment of this work 

into the hands of the “younger” 

Church, was approved at the request 

of the Japan Presbyterian Mission and 
will be formally consummated at the 

1961 Annual Meeting of the Mission. 

Built just 10 years ago for some 

$65,000 in Program of Progress funds, 

the property is now valued in excess 

of three times this amount. It is lo- 
cated in a quiet residential section of 

Kobe, about half-way up the slopes of 
the mountain foothills. From its win- 

dows one can view the entire Kobe 

harbor. The location is ideal, and 

the property is complete. 

At the moment of announcement 
the Moderator of the Synod, Mr. Fu- 

Ae. ee 

Religious Education Seen As Obscenity Answer 

SYDNEY — (RNS) — Australia’s 

top-ranking Anglican leader called here 

for concerted efforts to arouse the 

government and the people to the 

spread of immorality which, he said, 

is “a cancer eating at the nation’s 

heart.”’ He blamed the condition large- 

on the distribution of indecent litera- 

ture. 

In his presidential address to the 

42nd Synod of the Sydney Diocese, 

Dr. Hugh R. Gough, Archbishop of 

Sydney and Primate of Australia, de- 

clared that immorality was rampant 

not only among married and unmar- 

kuda, asked the members of the Japan 
Mission then present to come forward. 

W. A. Mellwaine, Lardner W. Moore, 

Benson Cain and Harold Borchert came 
before the body and the Moderator 

delivered a moving address of apprecia- 

tion. W. A. McIlwaine responded on 

behalf of the Mission. 

At this same meeting, the Rev. 
Teruichi Matsuda, now studying at Co- 

lumbia Seminary, was named fraternal 
delegate to the Centennial Assembly 

in Dallas next year and forward-look- 

ing steps were taken to make increas- 

ing numbers of congregations self-sup- 
porting. 

The Japanese Language School for 

new missionaries (of many denomina- 
tions) rents rooms in the seminary 

building. 

—~(Rev.) Harold Borchert 

Principal buildings of the Kobe Reformed Theological Seminary in Japan, which 
will be presented by the Presbyterian Church, U. S. to the General Synod of 
the Reformed Church of Japan next year, are: dormitory and mission language 
school (left) and academic-administration building (right). 
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ried grown-ups, but among young peo- 

ple and children. 

Charging also that many young peo- 

ple in the country are amoral, he said 

“immorality is bad enough, but to be 

amoral is infinitely worse.” 

In his attack on immorality, which 

he linked to the growth of materialism, 

the Primate said it is necessary “to 

open our eyes to this threat and do our 

utmost to counter every attack upon 

Christian moral standards.” In this 

connection he stressed that the intro- 

duction of religious teachings in 

schools “is of the utmost importance 

for New South Wales and the Com- 
monwealth.” 

“Unless our children receive religious 

instruction as part of their normal 

education,” he said, “there is grave 

danger of their coming to regard re- 

ligion as something for those people 

who are ‘inclined that way’ and not 

for ordinary people.” 

Dr. Gough urged the New South 

Wales government to “bring about 

this greatly needed reformation” by 

introducing religious education in the 
secondary schools. 

Presbyterian Alliance 

Studies ‘Catholicity’ 

ZURICH, Switzerland (RNS) —The- 

ologians at the annual meeting of the 

World Presbyterian Alliance’s Euro- 

pean Theological Commission discussed 

the meaning of “Catholicity” from the 

standpoint of Protestant Churches of 

the Reformed or Presbyterian tradi- 
tion. 

The commission sought to define the 

basic theological question which Pres- 

byterian and Reformed Christians face 

when, while still remaining separate 

from wother Churches, they acknowl- 

edge the universality of the Church 

of Jesus Christ. 

Dr. Alex J. Bronkhorst of Brussels, 

chairman of the commission’s meet- 

ing, explained that the question be- 
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“Do we be- fore the theologians was: 
lieve that we have the revelation of 
Jesus Christ, or merely a revelation 

of Jesus Christ?” 

“If we reject the first possibility,” 

he said, “then what do we mean by the 

second? Do we say we have part of 

the truth, or the whole truth in a 

distinctive form?” 

Dr. Bronkhorst stated that the an- 

swer Presbyterian and Reformed bod- 

ies give to the question of Catholicity 
will have much to do with the nature 

of Christian unity. 

Comprising the WPA are 83 Re- 
formed Presbyterian Churches with 

about 46,000,000 communicants. 

Judges, Couples Happy 

After Church Weddings 

MILWAUKEE, Wis. — (RNS) — 

Milwaukee county’s civil court judges, 
who feel that a courtroom is not an 

appropriate setting for a marriage 
ceremony, are urging couples who ap- 
ply for civil marriages to exchange 

their nuptial vows in church instead. 

Within recent weeks, Judge Leander 

J. Foley, Jr., calendar judge of the 
civil court, has helped arrange church 

weddings for 11 couples who first 
asked him to marry them. He said 

that he and his judicial colleagues had 
adopted the policy in the spirit of Wis- 

consin’s new family code, which bars 
justices of the peace from performing 

marriages. The code allows civil mar- 
riages to be performed by courts of 

record. 

The jurist said that when he asked 
several couples why they didn’t plan 

a church wedding, they replied, “We 

can’t afford it; we have no money.” 

“In each case I contacted their re- 
spective clergymen, who advised me to 
send the couples right over,” he said. 

“The clergymen told me that the cou- 
ples didn’t need any money to have a 

church marriage.” 

A number of couples referred to 

their churches have joined their clergy- 
men in thanking the jurists “for go- 
ing out of the way to help us solemn- 

ize the marriage in church,” the judge 

reported. 

Since justices of the peace cannot 
perform marriages, civil judges have 
been- besieged -with.-requests to marry 

couples. ..Thatis what prompted the 

new policy. 
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Ban on Death Penalty 

Rejected by Lutherans 

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.—(RNS)— 
A resolution urging abolition of the 
death penalty as punishment for crime 
was rejected by the United Lutheran 

Church in America at the closing ses- 

sion of its 22nd biennial 

here. 

convention 

The 

cussion 

followed an hour of dis- 
debate a statement 

on capital punishment, prepared by the 
social action department of _ the 

ULCA’s Board of Social Missions, 
which contended that the death penalty 

is not “an effective deterrent to 

crime.’ 

vote 
and over 

, 

Principal opposition to the state- 

ment came from a justice of the Su- 
preme Court of Ohio and from a Penn- 

sylvania clergyman, with an indirect 

assist from J. Edgar Hoover, director 

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Judge Charles B. Zimmerman of 
Springfield, O., declared that ‘“‘a good 
deal of misguided sentimentality” has 

clouded the issues of capital punish- 

ment. “I am not opposed to capital 

punishment,” he said. “It can be de- 

fended Biblically. It is just!” 

Dr. Edward K. Rogers of Greenville, 

Pa., stewardship secretary of the Pitts- 

burgh Synod of the ULCA, quoted 

from a recent letter from J. Edgar 

Hoover in which the director of the 
FBI wrote: “I share your that 

capital wisely admin- 
necessary deterrent to 

wanton criminal activity.” 

view 

punishment, 
istered, is a 

Here are examples of why we have 
missionaries in Latin America.—Ed. 

When Deity Arrives 

In a Motorcade— 

BUENOS AIRES—(RNS)— Scenes 
of indescribable enthusiasm were wit- 

nessed here when the statue of Our 
Lady of Lujan, patroness of Argen- 

tina, was taken for the first time in 
330 years from its national shrine 
some 40 miles away for the formal 

opening of the second phase of the 
greatest Roman Catholic spiritual mis- 

sion ever held in Buenos Aires. 

Escorted by 

mounted 
Argentina’s crack 

Grenadiers, cadets of the 

armed forces and gauchos (cowboys) 

in traditional costume, the 17-inch 

NOVEMBER 16, 

statue of the Virgin, who is also the 
patroness of Uruguay and Paraguay, 

was brought in a motorcade to the 

Plaza de Mayo, the city’s great central 
square. 

The intention had been to transfer 
the statue from a flower bedecked 

automobile to a portable altar erected 
in the square, but the surging crowd 

jamming the plaza prevented this. In- 
stead, the statue remained where it was 
while the crowd shouted, “Long live 

the Virgin,’ and waved handkerchiefs 
in welcome. 

The statue arrived in the city after 

an overnight stop at the outlying town 

of Moron, where it was accorded mil- 
itary honors, since Our Lady of Lujan 

is also patroness of the Argentine 
armed forces. 

‘She Can Free Us... 

MEXICO CITY (RNS) — A special 

Guadelupan Marian Year to honor the 

Virgin of Guadelupe, patroness of 
Latin America, was opened by Jose 

Cardinal Garibi y Rivera, Archbishop 

of Guadalajara. 

“Only she can free us from 
evils,” he declared in a sermon. 

all 

Sunday Law Tested 

PETERSBURG, Va. — (RNS) — 

An injunction to restrain enforce- 

ment of Virginia’s Sunday closing law 

until Dec. 15 was granted by Judge 

Oliver A. Pollard of Hustings Circuit 
Court. 

He said on that date he would hear 

arguments against the legislation from 

three merchants in this city who con- 
tend that the measure deprives them 

of “their property, due process and 

and equal protection of the law,” as 

guaranteed under the U. S. Constitu- 
tion. 

Earlier, the state’s Blue Law was 

declared “repealed” by a circuit Judge 

in Hampton because of the adoption 
by the legislature of a new criminal 

code. The Sunday law had been an 
amendment to the old criminal code. 

While Judge Frank A. Kearney’s 
decision in Hampton affected only his 
circuit, attorneys pointed out that it 

probably will be followed in others 

until the Virginia Supreme Court of 
Appeals rules on the issue. 
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Basic doctrines of the Reformed faith— 

IRRESISTIBLE GRACE 

ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 

Every man wants to be known as a 

clear thinker. Not only in knowledge 
but in logic there is power. We ap- 

preciate the Five Points of Calvinism, 
for one thing, because they exhibit 
rigorous logic. One point leads to 

another or implies another or fol- 

lows from another. 

If man is so depraved that he is 

unable by himself to turn to God, then 

the salvation of any is due to God’s 
plan, that is, *s election. If God has 

chosen a people, then of course Christ 

died for them in an atonement which 
was efficacious but not universal. If 

Christ died actually to save His peo- 

ple from their sins, then they will be 
brought to Him. How reasonable is 

the concept of irresistible grace, the 
subject with which we are now to deal. 

In the work of salvation each mem- 
ber of the Godhead has a distinctive 

part. Seripture shows that God the 
Father made the plan, chose the ob- 

jects of electing love, and sent the 

Eternal Son into the world to save 

them. God the Son accepted the role 
of Mediator and Redeemer, humbled 

Himself to be made man, went to the 
cross, merited there everything neces- 

sary to bring His people to Heaven. 

What of God the Spirit? 

God the Spirit quickened the vir- 
gin’s womb, sustained the human na- 
ture of the Messiah, raised Him from 

the dead, inspired the sacred record 
of the Gospel events and of the au- Is 
thoritative apostolic explanation of the 

events. And He is active still. The 

Shorter Catechism says that the Holy 

Spirit works faith in us who are Chris- 
tians, thereby uniting us to Christ in 
our effectual calling. 

“Effectual calling’? — it is another 
way of speaking of irresistible grace. 

PAGE 5 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 

The Catechism thus defines it: “Ef- 

fectual calling is the work of God’s 
Spirit, whereby, convincing us of our 

sin and misery, enlightening our minds 
in the knowledge of Christ, and renew- 

ing our wills, He doth persuade and 
enable us embrace Jesus Christ, 

freely offered to us in the Gospel.” 

to 

“CALLING” IN SCRIPTURE 

The expression “calling” is a com- 

mon Biblical term. For that matter 
most of our theological vocabulary is 
drawn from the Bible. Theology is 

or should Bible study. It is a 

great pity that people shy away from 

theology. We ministers should do our 
best to acquaint our members with 

the language and meaning of theology. 
For too many Christians are spiritually 

weak and languid due to ignorance 

of the truth as it is in Jesus. Away 

with this supine concessiveness that 

rushes to agree with the seductive ap- 

OUT OF DARKNESS 

INTO THE LIGHT 

be 

BUT YE ARE AN ELECT RACE+:-A 
PEOPLE FOR GOD'S OWN POSSESSION, 
«WHO CALLED YOU OUT OF DARKNESS 
INTO His MARVELLOUS LIGHT 1Per.2:9 

peal that we bring our teaching 

to date,” 

NOVEMBER 16, 

sé up 

that we translate the ideas 

of the Bible into thought forms agree- 

able to these modern times. 

If we ever lose our grip of the great 
words of Scripture, then Christianity 

is done. We should be suspicious of 

the frequent suggestions we hear that 
we lay aside the vocabulary and 

thought-forms of the 17th century, 

that is, the period of the Westminster 

Confession of Faith. There is nothing 
sacred about the language of the 17th 

century, as such, but we should recog- 

nize that the efforts to depreciate our 
theological standards are very often 

nothing but a disguised revolt against 
basic Christianity itself and the sig- 

nificant language of salvation. The 
New Testament was not produced by 

accident. The Holy Spirit used a lan- 
guage, a vocabulary, a group of writ- 

ers that would give us the Christian 

faith in a propositional form of en- 
during significance and relevance. Let 

Christianity be taught in New Testa- 

ment terms! 

Consider now a few instances of 

“calling” in the New Testament: “par- 

takers of the heavenly calling,” “Walk 

worthy of the calling wherewith ye 

are called,” “He hath called us with 
an holy calling,” “Give diligence to 

make your calling and election sure,” 
“Whom He did predestinate, them He 

also called,’ “God is faithful, by 

whom ye were called unto the fellow- 
ship of His Son Jesus Christ,” “He 

hath called you unto His Kingdom and 

glory,” ‘He hath called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light,” 

“the called of Jesus Christ,’ “They 
that are with the Lamb are called, and 
elect, and faithful.” 

To say that they have been called is 
a fitting way to represent how sinners 

1960 



are brought to Christ. 

seems to be that to “call” is to “cause 

The thought 

to happen,” or to “effect.” Indeed, 
the Divine activity is frequently set 

forth in this manner in the Scrip- 

tures. 

Take, for example, the account of 

creation. “Let there be light,’ God 
said, and light like a great Niagara, as 

Dickens put it, came rushing on crea- 

tion at the Word of God. By the Word 
of the Lord were the heavens made 

and all the host of them by the breath 
of His mouth. He commanded and 
it was done. 

Again, consider the miracles of 

Christ. See Him standing at the tomb 

of Lazarus. Martha and Mary are 
weeping; Jesus in sympathy weeps 

with them. But He knows what He 
will do. The stone is ordered removed 

from the mouth of the tomb. They 

demur because Lazarus has been dead 

now four days. Jesus insists. They 

obey. And then: “Lazarus, come 
forth!” Soundness, circulation, move- 

ment, intelligence, hearing, will are re- 

stored. The dead man is alive; he 
walks out of his tomb to Jesus who 

had called him. 

Just so men dead in their trespasses 

and sins are brought to their Saviour. 
He calls them in the Gospel. Accom- 

panying His Word is His power. Sin- 

ners are made alive, so that they may 

respond and come to salvation. 

TWO KINDS OF CALLING 

Not all that hear the Gospel make 
this response. We thus have learned 

to make a distinction between two 

kinds of Gospel calling. Our Lord 

taught us to do this when He said, 

“Many are called, but few are chosen.” 

The calling that is not heeded we desig- 

nate external calling. The Gospel, in 

other words, is heard with the ears 

but not with the heart. Every time 

the truth is preached or read but not 
believed it is an instance of external 

calling. The plan of salvation may 

be quite clearly given, the promise 
of salvation upon the sole condition 

of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ may 
be most winsomely stated, the re- 

vealed command to repent and believe 

the Gospel may be most forcibly de- 

clared, while reasonable appeals are 
made — but Christ is not received. 
There has been but external calling. 

Many a time perhaps it was that 

way with you and me. But the hun- 

dredth time how different. That day 

what had been just a lesson learned 
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in childhood, what was merely a fa- 

miliar recitation of Bible verses became 

instinct with light, shining with glory 

— we were saved! It was the inward 

call of the Gospel. Saving grace had 

made its mighty entrance into the 

soul. 

Young Saul, aflame with zeal for 

the law of his fathers, is hastening to- 
ward Damascus there to harry the 

Christian community. A light bright- 

er than the sun shines down, a voice 

arresting and powerful utters chal- 

lenge: “Saul, Saul, why persecutest 
thou me?” “Who art thou, Lord?” he 

asks. “I am Jesus, whom thou perse- 
cutest.” “Lord, what wilt thou have me 

to do?” It is the classic illustration of 
effectual calling. 

You and I have no experience to 

recount as dramatic as Paul’s, but in a 

The Devotional Life 

A fruitful devotional life includes 
both the Bible and prayer. One can 
steer by a compass alone and he will 

get nowhere. He can steer by a map 
alone and he will get nowhere. You 
need both. For the Christian his com- 
pass is prayer and his map is the 

Bible — he needs both. 

—Dr. David Easton 

way it was like that with us also. 

Whether in days before self-conscious- 

ness dawned — and regeneration does 

sometimes come to the very young, 

so that they never know other than 

to trust and love Christ — whether 

in the days of youth, whether in adult 

life, spiritual things became alive to 

us and our hearts responded to God’s 

call. Just as surely as the Lord Jesus 

Christ called Paul, He called you and 
me who believe in Him. That, by the 

way, is why to be a Christian is such 

a really great thing. Christian faith 
is produced by a supernatural work 

and is therefore to be prized above 
all else. Mighty grace, almighty grace 

has wrought in us who believe in the 
Son of God. 

EFFECTUAL CALLING 
DESCRIBED 

The inward call of the Gospel is at 

once recognized as altogether indis- 

pensable by the person who takes in- 

to account the Bible teaching on total 

inability. How mysterious it is, 

though, when the Holy Spirit claims 

access to the deep levels of the soul 
and makes us capable of appreciating 

Christ in His glory and love and saving 
power. The transformation from self- 

centeredness and absorption in things 

to an awareness of guilt, of the need 

of pardon, of the adequacy of Christ 

is beyond our ability to analyze search- 
ingly. 

Is this what Jesus is saying in John 

3 when He likens the new birth to the 

wind? From where it has come and 

where it is going no man can tell; 

only of its sound and present force 

have we knowledge. So is everyone, 
Jesus says, that is born of the Spirit. 

And thus comes the great saying, “The 
Spirit of God works how and when 
and where He pleases.” 

Effectual calling is not moral argu- 
mentation. To defend the faith and 

to reason clearly about the Gospel 

are important. Christian truth de- 
serves the best possible presentation. 

But eloquence and logic are not 

enough. In the end it is the Spirit 

of God, it is irresistible grace, it is 
effectual calling that produces Chris- 
tians. 

Effectual calling—let us again re- 
mind ourselves—stands in close con- 

nection with the other doctrines of 
our system of belief. If God has 

chosen a people to be His, we may 

be sure that He will have devised a 

way to overcome their spiritual death; 
that way is effectual calling. If Christ 

on the cross merited for His people 

everything necessary to save them, 

clearly, He merited the irresistible 
working of the Holy Spirit in the 

hearts of those for whom the atoning 
sacrifice was made. If God designs 

that His people shall persevere and 

come at last to Heaven, then a super- 

natural work in their souls is what 
will be required. 

Effectual calling is a truth that 

gives God the glory due Him. It is a 
truth that comforts and strengthens 

the Christian: God has taken thought 
of him and has come to him to save 

him. It is a truth God the Spirit uses 

— I have seen it occur — to make men 

see the importance of salvation, the 

desirability and beauty of it, to make 

men say — may some say it even now 

—“I see it, I want it, I do now trust 
Christ as my Saviour.” 

* * * * 

Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 
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JHE SERMON 

God’s Encounter With Man 

WILLIAM C. ROBINSON, Th.D. 

Acts 7:2—‘“The God of glory ap- 

peared unto our father Abraham.” 

Gal. 1:15-16—‘“‘It pleased God who... 

called me by His grace to reveal His 

' Son in me.” 

on sine 

The Bible records a number of God’s 
encounters with men. Perhaps the 

most dramatic of these are those with 

Abraham, with Moses, with Isaiah, and 

and with Paul. It is our purpose to 

study these for light on how God deals 
with us and what is the nature of the 

faith with which we respond to His 
gracious intervention. 

A. GOD’S GRACIOUS 
INTERVENTION 

Looking at the account of these en- 

counters, we are struck with the fact 

that in each case God takes the in- 

itiative. If you please God is the hero 

of each story. God, not man, is the 

author of every conversion. At the 

moment of encounter Abram is an 

idolater, a worshipper of Sin the Moon 

—God and Ningal his consort; Moses is 

the great excuser; Isaiah is the disap- 
pointed court politician; and Paul is 

the persecutor of the disciples of the 

Lord. The God of Glory appeared 

unto our Father Abraham when he 

was an uncircumcised pagan in Meso- 

potamia. When Moses was living in 

Midian as an embittered disillusionist 

the angel of the LORD appeared to 
him in a flame of fire in a bush. When 

| Isaiah was chagrined at the death of 

d 

| 

| the great King Uzziah in whom all the 

| hopes of the house of David were 

centered then he saw the real King, 

the LORD, high and lifted up. When 

Paul was breathing out slaughter and 

| threatening in veritable Khrushchev 

fashion, then the Lord Jesus whom he 

was persecuting met him. Thus he 
became a “partaker of the afflictions 
of the Gospel according to the power 

of God who saved us and called us 

with an holy calling” (II Tim. 1:8-9). 

In these meetings God is personally 

present in the power of His Holy Spirit. 
Paul urges the Galatians to stand be- 

fore God as Abraham did: not by 

works but by faith. Thus will they 

receive the blessing of Abraham, the 

promise of the Spirit. In Isaiah 63: 

11 the prophet asks where is He that 

put His Holy Spirit within Moses. The 

same prophet speaks of the Spirit being 

given to the Messianic Servant 11:2; 

42:1; and waits for the Spirit to be 

poured out from on high, 32:15, for 

in the covenant promise: 

My Spirit which I have put up- 

on thee and my Word which I 

have put in Thy mouth, shall not 

depart from thee nor from thy 

seed nor from thy seed’s seed for- 

ever, 59:21. 

Paul repeatedly testifies to the Spirit 
who bears witness with our spirits by 

which we call God, Abba, Father. 

Thus our faith stands not in the wis- 

dom of men, but in the power of God, 

I Cor. 2:5. 

“Let me no more my comfort draw, 

From my frail hold on Thee; 

In this alone rejoice with awe 

Thy mighty hold on me.” 

The living God Who manifested 

Himself in the illuminating power of 

His Spirit was also present speaking 

His own Word. In each encounter, 

He was present as the Person of God 

speaking. God Almighty made _ to 

Abraham exceeding great and precious 

promises, even the assurance that in 

his seed all the nations of the earth 

would be blessed. Jesus said that 

Abraham saw his day and was glad. 

As he offered his most precious posses- 

sion, Isaac, the heir of the covenant, 

on the altar and as God stopped his 

hand, Abraham looked down the ages 

and saw the Heavenly Father doing in 

fact what the earthly father did, only 
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in figure. For the NT Gospel is 

phrased in terms of Abraham’s great 

act: “God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son” ... God 

withheld not His own Son but freely 

offered Him up for us all. 

God revealed Himself to Moses as 

the God of the covenant, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob, the Lord gracious and 

merciful, long-suffering and plenteous 

in loving-kindness and tender mercy, 

forgiving iniquity and transgression 

and sin, but who will by no means 

clear the guilty. To Isaiah, in the hour 
of human despair there is hope. “For 

unto us a child is born, unto us a Son 

is given and the government shall be 

upon His shoulders and His Name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 

Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 

the Prince of Peace, Immanuel” 9:6; 

7:14. And again “by His knowledge 

shall my Righteous servant justify 

many for He shall bear their iniqui- 

ties’ 53:11. The deepest note in the 

Lord’s revelation of Himself to Paul is 

this: “He loved me and delivered Him- 

self up for me.” In Romans five the 

Apostle puts together the revelation 
of God’s love in His Spirit and by His 

Word. The love of God for us is shed 

abroad in our hearts by the Holy 

Spirit as He points us to Calvary and 

shows us God commending His own 

love toward us in that while we were 

yet sinners Christ died for us. 

Is this word of God’s love the word 

of our Calvinistic faith, or are we 

rather shut up to some kind of fatalis- 

tic determinism? Dean Doumergue 

cites Calvin as asking, “Wherein does 

our faith consist?” and answering, 

“In this: that God is our Father.” This 

accords with the letter to Francis I: 

“What is more consistent with 

faith, than to assure ourselves of 

God being a propitious Father, 



where Christ is acknowledged as 

a brother and a Mediator? than 

securely to expect all prosperity 

and happiness from Him, whose 

unspeakable love towards us went 
so far that ‘He spared not His 

own Son, but delivered Him up 

for us all?’ than to rest in the 

certain expectation of salvation 

and eternal life, when we reflect 

upon the Father’s gift in Christ, 

in whom such treasures are hid- 

den?” 

The same thoughts are found in the 

12th, the 13th and the 111th answers 

to Calvin’s Catechism. Everyone 

should be assured that he is beloved 
of God and that He will be both his 

Father and his Saviour. This assur- 

ance comes by His own Word wherein 

He utters His mercy in Christ and as- 

sures us of His love toward us. The 

right faith is a sure persuasion and 

steadfast knowledge of God’s tender 

love toward us, as He has plainly 

uttered in His Gospel that He will 

be both a Father and a Saviour unto 

us through the means of Jesus Christ. 

Only one who has been loved can 

love; only one who has been trusted 

can trust; only one who has experi- 

enced self-surrender in another can 

learn to surrender himself. We are 

set free to give ourselves to God 
through the fact that He has given 

Himself for us. 

As we know ourselves loved by God 
we love Him. As we find Him opening 

His heart to us in Christ we open our- 
selves to Him. As we enter in the fel- 

lowship of His sufferings for us, we 

receive grace to give ourselves to Him 

Who first gave Himself for and to us. 

It is as we find God trusting us with 

His only-begotten Son that we in turn 

trust Him Who withheld not this un- 
speakable gift but freely offered Him 

up for us. 

B. MAN’S RESPONSE IN FAITH 

Now what is our response? What 

is the nature of that faith in which 

we reply in this God-wrought en- 

counter? 

While there is an intellectual re- 

sponse to God’s revelation of Himself 

in the Gospel, faith is more than 

knowledge. It is trust, confidence of 

the heart, entrusting ourselves to and 

giving our trust to the faithfulness of 

God our Saviour. From acceptance 

of the promises of God, Abraham came 

to trust in the God of the promises. 

“He believed in the LORD and it was 

reckoned unto him for righteousness,” 

Gen. 15:6. 
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Moses was faithful to Him that ap- 

pointed him as a servant in all his 

house, Heb. 3:2,5, for “he endured 

as seeing Him that is invisible,” Heb. 

11:27. According to Isaiah 36:3, 

“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed on thee; because 

he trusteth in Thee.” Paul reminds 

Peter, “We have put our trust in 

Christ Jesus, that we might be justi- 

fied by the faith of Christ,” Gal. 2:16. 

For “whosoever betieveth on Him shall 

not be put to shame,”’ Rom. 10:11. 

For Luther, faith is unwavering 

trust of the heart in Him who has 

given Himself to us in Christ as our 
Saviour, steady assurance of faith be- 

cause Christ with His work has under- 

taken our cause. For Calvin, faith is 

more of the heart than of the head. 

As the work of the Spirit, it is more 

heart certainty than intellectual com- 

prehension, Institutes III.ii.8,14. Faith 

means to put one’s entire confidence 

in, to rely on God in Christ. 

In this whole record of Biblical men 

and reformers, the nature of faith is 

that it takes from the believer all glory 

and all self-confidence. It is a self- 

alienating principle. It does not make 

of my faith an idol. Abraham be- 
lieved giving glory to God, Rom. 4:20; 

that is, faith is the unlimited willing- 

ness to let God have all the glory of 

saving the sinners. It is to divest our- 

selves of all ground of glorying that 

God may be eminently glorious and 

that we may glory in Him. Sola fide 

as used by the Reformers meant that 

all the virtue, all the saving power of 

faith rests in its object, its content, 
none in the believer. The faith of 

Abraham is trust in the Almighty Pow- 

er of God who despite the deadness of 

age gave Isaac to the patriarch, and 

who for our justification raised Jesus 

our Lord from the dead, Rom. 4:19,24; 

ef. Heb. 11:19. 

Yet faith does involve a _ certain 

knowledge, or acknowledgement that 

God who knows us through and through 

has given us a partial knowledge, but 

a sure persuasion of His loving know- 

ing of us. The older divines said that 

faith consisted of notitia, essensus and 

fiducia, that is knowledge, assent and 

confidence. 

In our day many of the neo-orthodox 

object to propositional knowledge. It 

is interesting to note, however, that 

Karl Barth (whom Pauck calls the 

only neo-orthodox theologian) in his 

DOGMATICS IN OUTLINE recognizes 

that this knowledge may be logical as 

well as factual and in his CHURCH 

(Cont. on p. 17, col. 1) 

THE READERS ASK 

(Address your questions to “The Readers Ask.” c/o the JOURNAL) 

Q. What are the advantages of the 

Rotary System for church officers? 

A. The story is told (it was told us 

as true) that the Rotary System found 

its way to the General Assembly as a 
proposal because one congregation 

wished to rid itself of a highly dis- 

liked elder. It was _ primarily 

signed, not to give everyone in the 

congregation a chance to serve as an 

officer, but rather as a graceful way 

to prune the eldership and the dia- 

conate in order to keep the spiritual 

leadership of a congregation at the 

highest and most effective level. (Na- 

tional elections of senators and con- 
gressmen are not designed to give ev- 

erybody a chance to go to Washington, 

but rather to keep the best men in 

Washington). 

de- 

Advantages of the system are relat- 

ed to the above remarks. The best 

possible men are brought into positions 

of spiritual leadership and those less 

able are retired. 
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Disadvantages of the system are 

more_ practical than _ theoretical. 

In practice, many congregations use 

the system to “give everybody a 

chance,” and the spiritual level of the 

leadership is lowered. Instances have 

been noted in which a minister, faced 

with a non-cooperative session (for 

one reason or another), has managed 

to have things his way by “arranging” 

to have non-cooperative members re- 

placed with men agreeable to his 

wishes. The possibility that decisions 

of Church Courts may be adversely 

affected by immature spiritual judg- 

ment has been proved a very real one. 

And the anomaly of an elder attend- 

ing Presbytery and the General As- 

sembly but without the privilege of a 

vote in his own Session has not been 

solved. 

For these reasons, a large number 

of congregations have adopted the Ro- 

tary System for the Diaconate, but 

not for the Session. 

1960 
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If you were writing 

your will today.... 

If you were writing your will today, what would you 

include? Your wife ... children . . . grandchildren 

. . . the Lord’s work? 

One addition to your will might well be a bequest to 

help Presbyterian missions carry the Gospel to foreign 

lands. 

Compare these bequests with those of your present 

will, which was probably drawn years ago. You would 

most likely want to make some changes! 

You can make such a bequest... easily .. . through 

a codicil or supplement to your will, naming the 

Board of World Missions as a beneficiary. Your 

lawyer will draw it for you properly. 

Our Board receives an important part of its support 

from bequests made by devoted members of our 

Church. If you would like to help World 

Missions in this way, write for a free copy 

of our folder on wills. Address 

CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 

BRoaRD OF VHORLD MISSIONS 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 

POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 

"To ForelgH Missions a Share” 
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BDIJORTIALS 

An Exercise In Deep Thinking 

The most difficult task in theology 

today is that of attempting to distin- 

guish between spiritual truth and 

empty religious psychology. 

We are living in times when a hu- 

man understanding of things too often 

replaces the divine understanding of 

things; when reason too often replaces 

revelation; when spiritual truth is too 

often interpreted naturally instead of 

supernaturally; when procedures and 

techniques by which human beings win 

friends and influence people are said 

to be the procedures and techniques 

by which God wins sinners and in- 

fluences His chosen ones — in short, 

when unbelief tries to pass for faith. 

There is often but a hairline’s dif- 

ference between a description of spirit- 

ual truth and a description of natural 

human understanding; between a faith 

that effectively spans the distance be- 

tween heaven and earth, and a phil- 

osophy that never gets off the ground. 

And frequently there is but the twist 

of a phrase separating saving knowl- 

edge from helpless error. 

We illustrate. The following affir- 

mations may ALL be interpreted so as 

to express an element of truth. But 

taken strictly at face value, only about 

half of them are true, the others are 

false. 

Study each affirmation carefully, 

then mark True or False in the space 

provided. (Answers are across the 

page). 

1. The love of Christ was a redemptive love. 

2. Christian love is a redemptive love. 

3. The love of God is impressed on our hearts by His Spirit. 

4, The Spirit of God is realized in us when we love. 

5. We are set free when we accept the fact that God loves us. 

6. Freedom consists in an acceptance of the fact that God loves us. 

7. The Spirit in us is the power of love. 

8._——_———The power in us is the life of the Spirit. 

9,.__—_——_Love sent Christ to the Cross for our redemption. 

10.————_The Cross was a demonstration of the superiority of the power of 

love over hate. 

11.—————The power of love is stronger than the power of hate. 

12.The power of the Holy Spirit is stronger than the power of sin. 

Christian Concern and Migrant Farm Labor 

Someone (with tongue in cheek, no 

doubt) commented to the effect that 

we have not jumped on the NCC late- 

ly. Now we certainly would not want 

one of our chief objects of attention 

to feel left out. On account of a com- 

munication just received from the 

Home Missions Division of the National 

Council, the NCC won’t be left out 

after all. 
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One of the chief concerns in Home 

Missions these days is represented by 

the migrant farm hands who roam the 
country, following the crops, working 

in the fields for pittances. 

And one of the chief complications 

in the circumstances of migrant farm 

workers is the seasonal influx, into 

this country, under Public Law No. 

78 (which is due to expire next year) 

' NOVEMBER 16, 

of Mexican nationals, who are grant- 

ed entry permits just for brief periods, 

in order to work the huge farms of the 

Southwest. The money these Mexi- 

cans take home (barely a pittance, as 

they are not protected by labor laws) 

constitutes the third or fourth chief 

factor in Mexico’s domestic economy. 

And now along comes the National 

Council of Churches, representing Re- 

ligion. The message is from the Di- 

vision of Home Missions. The thrust 

of the message is generally this: In 

the name of Christianity we must stop 

the importation of Mexican workers 

who are taking bread from the mouths 

of American workers. And as Chris- 

tians we should communicate with our 

representatives in Washington to see 

that Public Law No. 78, passed during 

World War II when there was a 

shortage of labor, is not renewed. 

Then, because we are Christians, the 

National Council of Churches calls on 

the U. S. government to supply eco- 

nomic and technical aid direct to Mex- 

ico to offset the injury which the Mex- 

ican economy will suffer when Mexi- 

can workers no longer have jobs. 

We cannot agree that it is the busi- 

ness of the NCC to speak to its con- 

stituents or to the United States gov- 

ernment in matters of economic or 

foreign policy. Moreover we do not 

believe that the Division of Home Mis- 

sions should seek to offer itself as 
an authority in these matters in the 
first place. 

Fun - Day 

A national toy manufacturer spon- 

sors a Sunday TV show designed to 

attract the children and featuring the 

Sunday funnies. In its theme song 

Sunday is called Funday. The days 

of the week are repeated — Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Fri- 

day, Saturday, Funday. Impression- 

able children get the idea that Sunday 

is just a day for fun instead of a day 

of rest and worship. Should this pro- 

gram be appearing in your community, 

write to the station and to the manu- 

facturer, or the sponsor of Funday and 

urge a correction. — Adapted from 
The Lord’s Day Leader. 
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Answers to Quiz 

True. That is, the love of Christ 

was “grace” in the divine sense, 

the unmerited favor of God ex- 

ercised in our behalf with redemp- 

tive effect. 

Towards Christ “faith” 

may be translated freely by “love” 

and thus, perhaps, love can be said 

to have a saving effect. But when 

we love another there is no saving 

effect, either on ourselves or on 

the other. To say that loving an- 

other is “redemptive” in the sense 

that it has a saving effect on US 

is to preach a salvation by works. 

To say that it has a saving effect on 

HIM borders on blasphemy: only 

God can forgive sins. 

The same principle will hold true 

when you speak of “redemptive 

suffering” on the part of a Chris- 

tian. Our suffering is not of sav- 

ing effect. To say that it is, is to 

approach a salvation by works dan- 

gerously similar to that of the 

“flagellantes” who make _ them- 

selves to suffer to gain merit. 

One of the effects of our 

redempton (salvation) is that our 

hearts are made loving by the 

work of the Holy Spirit within us. 

Commenting on Micah 6:8, 

the INTERPRETER’S BIBLE er- 

roneously says that man cannot 

love God whom he has not seen 

until he first loves man whom he 

can see. This is man-inspired, 

man-centered “salvation” with the 

cart before the horse. 

In this case, it is under- 

stood that “accept the fact” is a 

phrase suggesting “believe” or 

“acknowledge,” which is of the 

essence of faith. 

False. This is the language of 

the philosophy which sees that per- 

sonality improvement occurs when 

we replace false ideas with true 

ideas. There’s nothing necessarily 

(Cont. on p. 20, col. 3) 

REVEALED UNTO BABES 

In the Bible we find a recurring 

theme: spiritual truths are revealed 

to those of humble heart and child- 

like faith rather than to the wise and 

understanding by this world’s stan- 

dards. 

During our Lord’s earthly ministry 

many of His mightiest works were 

performed in Galilee but only a small 

number believed and followed Him. 

The apparent paradox of God’s sov- 

ereign grace and man’s free will to 

accept or reject must be regarded in 

the light of God’s omnipotence, and 

we find Christ saying to the Father: 

“I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, because Thou hast 

hid these things from the wise and 

prudent, and hast revealed them unto 

babes. Father, for so it 

seemed good in Thy sight.’”’ Phillips 

translates this description of the 
worldly-wise as the “clever and intel- 

ligent.”’ 

Even s0, 

Nowhere in the Bible is wisdom and 

intelligence discounted. The ability 

to gain knowledge and to make use 

of wisdom is one of God’s great gifts 

to men. The world owes so much to 

the gifted and the scholar. But the 

Bible makes it very clear that the 
wisdom which is from God and which 

He can use for His glory is that wis- 
dom which sees man and the universe 

in their proper relationship to God; 
which always keeps man and God in 

their right perspective; and which ac- 

cepts by faith the things we hope for 

—the certainty of things we cannot 

see. 

The unregenerate world will never 

agree to these terms, for the phil- 

osophy of the world is to accept noth- 

ing which cannot be proved by re- 

search while holding in question every- 

thing which cannot be demonstrated by 
scientific laws. 

Only too often we confuse child- 
likeness with childishness. But they 

are entirely different. Childishness is 

a form of irresponsibility which is un- 

thinking and usually wrong. On the 

other hand childlikeness is a quality 

of the spirit in which there are found 
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faith, trust, love and confidence stem- 

ming from Spirit-directed thinking. It 

is of such that the kingdom of heaven is 

composed — men and women to whom 

is given the gift to see themselves as 

sinners in the sight of a holy God and 

to accept His provision for them. 

The Church has only too often lost 

power by carrying over into the spirit- 

ual realm the philosophy of worldly 

wisdom. Nowhere has this had a more 

devastating effect than in the realm 

of Biblical criticism. That we owe 

it to ourselves and to the Christian 

faith to ascertain everything possible 

about origins, languages, customs, 

thought forms, and anything else which 

is pertinent to a better understanding 

of the Scriptures, goes without saying. 

From this type of critical study and 

research great blessings have come. 

But there is another attitude to 

the Bible. There are those who re- 
gard it with the cold analytical eye of 

unbelief and cynicism; who question 

the part of the Holy Spirit in the 

lives of the various authors or in the 

over-all concept of the Book; who, in 

effect, sit in cold judgment on the 

Word of God rather than permitting 

it to sit in judgment on them. Out 

of such an _ attitude there has 

now come such a volume of critical 

literature that those who have been 

led to accept its “findings” have 

either never discovered (or have had 

taken from them), the joyous experi- 

ence of coming to believe in a com- 

pletely true and authoritative Bible. 

Beware of being led astray by the 

red herrings of “proven. errors,” 

“garbled text,” “appropriated myths,” 

“pious frauds” and the like. Reverent 
scholarship has not discounted one 

major Christian doctrine. Scientific 
discoveries have not disproved any 

rightly interpreted statement of Scrip- 

ture. 

On the other hand, the reading and 

the studying of the written Word is, 

used by the Holy Spirit to bring hope 

and peace through faith in the Christ 

of the Scriptures while the preaching 

(Cont. on p. 18, col. 1) 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 27, 1960 

SUNDAY SC 

By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 

Strength In God (Temperance) 

Bible Material: Psalm 46; Ephesians 6:10-20 

Devotional Reading: Philippians 4:4-13 

Men like to be strong. We are more or less ashamed 
of any sort of weakness. To be strong in body is a 

blessing. The athlete is proud of his muscle, his en- 

durance, his ability to win in the contest, the race, the 

game, or whatever it may be. We admire a Samson, 

even when we deplore his mental and moral weak- 

nesses. 

Intellectual strength is better than mere bodily 
strength. The world’s thinkers have done more for 

the betterment of mankind than the world’s athletes. 

A man like Socrates or Shakespare or some other phil- 

osopher or writer leaves a mighty influence upon the 

world. 

The greatest power or strength, however, is neither 

physical nor intellectual, but spiritual. Take a man 

like Moses in the Old Testament or Paul in the New. 

Both Moses and Paul had great minds, but the power 
that possessed them was spiritual power, the strength 

that came to them from God. They were strong in the 

Lord and in the power of His might. Both of these 
great men knew that they were strong only as God made 

them strong. 

In our Devotional Reading from Philippians, Paul 

says, “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, re- 

joice.” To be filled with joy is to be filled with 

strength, for the joy of the Lord is our strength. It 

saps our strength to be unhappy. The man who is 

miserable cannot be strong. “In nothing be anxious.” 
Worry makes us weak. Jesus tells us not to be anx- 

ious about what we shall eat or wear but to trust our 

Father to provide for our needs. Peace is very im- 

portant if we wish to be strong: “And the peace of 

God, which passeth understanding, shall keep (guard) 

your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 

TRIED BY FIRE 

Expositions on the First Epistle of Peter 

By F. B. Myer 
This book, which “preachers and laymen alike have 

welcomed, places emphasis on the message that the Bible 
has for the Christian pressed by trials and difficulties. 

For 30 days this volume will be offered as a 

bonus with a new subscription to the JOURNAL 

at $3. 
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In order to have a strong body we must eat good 

wholesome food. ‘The same rule holds for the soul. 

Paul now gives a list of foods for our souls which might 

be called, “The diet for a strong soul:” ‘“Whatsoever 

things are true.” Truth is to the soul what pure food 

is to the body. Why are there so many weaklings 

among the men of this world? They have been feeding 

on lies. The truth we need is found in the Word of 

God: “Thy Word is truth.” Here we learn the truth 

about God and about men; about the present world 

and the world to come. ‘“Whatsoever things are hon- 

est” (honorable). Old Honest, in Pilgrim’s Progress 

was a man of strength. When we read about the noble 

deeds of others it helps us to be stronger. We want 
to conquer some giants, too, when we read the story 

of David and Goliath. “Whatsoever things are just.” 
Justice lies at the base of strength: it is a firm founda- 

tion. Injustice weakens and destroys. “Whatsoever 

things are pure.” We remember the man _ whose 
strength was the strength of ten, because his heart was 

pure. Think of all the evil done by impure books! 

How they weaken us for the battle against temptation! 
“Whatsoever things are lovely.” Strength and beauty 

are close kin: “strength and beauty are in His sanc- 

tuary.”” We find both in the House of God. “What- 
soever things are of good report.” JI am afraid that 

the things of evil report usually make the headlines 

in our newspapers, while many good deeds are over- 

looked. “If there be any virtue, and if there be any 

praise, think on these things.” If we feed our souls 

on the food suggested by Paul, then we will have the 

“inner braces” we need when the time of testing comes. 

Too, in order to be strong the soul needs a proper 

attitude, and that attitude is contentment: “For I 

have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content.” “I know both how to be abased, and I know 

how to abound” — to be full and to be hungry, both 

to abound and to suffer need. Will we ever learn 

this lesson which enabled Paul to be so strong? What 

made him contented? “I can do all things through 

Christ which strengtheneth me.” Here is the answer. 

If Christ lives in us then we can be content and we 
will be strong. 

I. A Psalm of Encouragement: Psalm 46—A Cure 

for Fear. 

This very familiar psalm was probably written to 
commemorate some event in the history of Israel, 

like the great victory over Sennacherib when Hezekiah 

was king and the Lord sent His death angel and de- 

stroyed all the hosts of the enemy. It was very common 
to write such songs of praise as the one that Miriam 

sang on the bank of the Red Sea when the Egyptians 

/ THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / NOVEMBER 16, 1960 



were drowned in the depth of the sea. 
Morgan, in commenting on this event said he was glad 

that God was a “Man of War,” as Miriam called Him. 

Dr. Campbell 

God is fighting against the evil in the world. Christ 

is represented as having a sharp two-edged sword as 

He rides forth to conquer. We are to be good soldiers 

of Jesus Christ. He is the Captain of our salvation. 

This psalm has been a source of strength and en- 

couragement to God’s people for ages. “Come,” Philip 
would say to his friend and great reformer, Martin 

Luther, when the latter would become discouraged, 
“Come, let us sing the Forty-sixth Psalm.” We sing 

Luther’s great hymn in our churches today: 

“A mighty fortress is our God, 

A bulwark never failing; 

Our help is He, amid the flood 

Of mortal ills prevailing. 

Did we in our own strength confide, 

Our striving would be losing; 

Were not the right man on our side, 

The man of God’s own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? 

Christ Jesus, it is He; 

Lord Sabaoth is His name, 

From age to age the same, 

And He must win the battle.” 

This psalm is a cure for fear: “God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore 

will not we fear.” The conies are a feeble folk, but 

they build their houses in the rocks. We have many 

things which cause us to fear, but our refuge is in God 

— a very present help. He is always within calling 

distance. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of 

Jacob is our refuge. What sort of God is the “God of 

Jacob?” The God of Power and Patience and Perse- 

verance, for it took such a God to make Jacob, the 
trickster, into Israel, a prince with God. Have we 

made Him our refuge and strength? “Be still, and 

know that I am God.” We will have to wait for Him 

if He is to become the source of our strength. 

II. The Whole Armor of God: Ephesians 6:10-20. 

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and 

in the power of His might.” God knows how weak 

we are and strong the enemy, so He furnishes the 

armor for us to wear as we fight the good fight of 

faith. When He called Joshua to lead Israel into the 

Promised Land He encouraged him in similar lan- 

guage: “For I will be with thee, only be thou strong 

and very courageous.” “That ye may be able to stand 

against the wiles of the devil.”” Our adversary, the 

devil, is very shrewd and cunning. He knows how to 

tempt us, to worry and vex us as he did Job, to dis- 

courage and persecute us. The “trail of the serpent,” 

from the Garden of Eden to the bottomless pit, is a 

crooked and slimy one. 

Someone asked Robert E. Lee what was the greatest 

mistake a general could make, and he replied, “To 

underestimate the strength of the enemy.” Let us never 

make this mistake about our enemy, the devil. Paul 

warns us in no uncertain words when he says, “For we 
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wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against prin- 

cipalities, against powers, against the rulers of the dark- 

ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 

places.” Our enemy is a powerful foe and he has lots 

of help. He walks about (prowls around) like a 
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. Think 

of how weak we are. We need the whole armor of 

God. What are some of the pieces of this “whole 

armor of God?” 

First, there is truth. To build a strong character on 

lies is like building a house out of rotten lumber. We 
must build on truth. Then there is the breastplate of 

righteousness. Not our righteousness, which is as 

filthy rags, but the righteousness of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. And our feet must be shod with the prepara- 

tion of the Gospel of peace. How beautiful are the 

feet of those who go with such a Gospel into all the 
world! The shield of faith, wherewith we are able 

to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked (evil one). 

Satan is represented as shooting at us with fiery darts. 

It takes a strong faith to turn aside his arrows. The 
helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit which 

is the Word of God, our great offensive weapon. Pray- 

ing always. Each piece put on with prayer. Prayer 

means victory on the battlefield. 

DAVIDSON COLLEGE 
SELECTION OF APPLICANTS BEGINS JANUARY 15 

25 PERCENT OF FRESHMAN CLASS RECEIVES 
SCHOLARSHIPS AVERAGING $500 EACH 
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Davidson, North Carolina 
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FOR NOVEMBER 27, 1960 

What Is Our Story? 

Scripture—Romans 3:20-23; 6:23; 5:6-8; and John 3:16. 

Suggested Hymns— 

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

‘There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood” 

“We've a Story to Tell to the Nations” 

PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: 
you been hearing anything about the “Presbyterian 

Mission to the Nation?” If not, it is most likely that 

you soon will hear a great deal about it. 1961 is the 
one hundredth anniversary of the founding of our 

Presbyterian Church, U. S., and the “Presbyterian Mis- 

sion to the Nation” is a part of the celebration of this 

hundredth birthday of our Church. 

What is our “mission to the nation?” The word 

“mission” comes from a Latin word meaning “to send.” 
A missionary is one who is sent, and his mission is that 

which he is sent to do. When we say we have a mission, 

we mean that an obligation is laid on us to do some- 

thing. In the case of our “mission to the nation” we 

have a message of joy and blessing to share with the 
nation, and we recognize our obligation to make it 

known. 

Have 

The Presbyterian Church has already begun to tul- 

fill its mission; to tell its story in some very special 

ways. During the first two weeks of October Presby- 

terian Cavalcades were held in 87 of the largest popu- 

lation centers of our General Assembly. These caval- 

cades consisted of mass inspirational gatherings for all 

Presbyterians in the area, and of planning sessions for 

various groups of church leaders. This was the begin- 

ning of an effort to inspire and organize the whole 
Church to tell its story to the nation. 

We young people have a part in this mission. We 

have an obligation to help in telling the story to the 

nation. But what do we have to tell? As it is ex- 
pressed in our program topic, “What Is Our Story?” 

FIRST SPEAKER: We believe the Presbyterian 

Church has some strong distinctive points in its doc- 

trines. Our Church has always emphasized the kingly 

PRESBYTERIAN 

JUNIOR COLEGE 
Division of 

St. Andrews Presbyterian College 

EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR OUR 
MOST VALUABLE ASSET—OUR YOUTH. 

Louis C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Carolina 

YOUTH 
WORK 
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qualities and powers of God as well as His tenderness 

and love. 
of God are made strong themselves. 

People who know and believe in the strength 

This belief in 
the sovereignty of God is something we may share with 

the nation. 

The basic story we have to tell is the Gospel: the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. Paul stated the Gospel 
in its most basic form when he said, “Christ Jesus came 

into the world to save sinners . . I Timothy 1:15. 
This message implies a need among men. It suggests 

that men are sinners, and, therefore, need to be saved. 
The Bible makes this truth very plain. It is a truth 

which must be included in our story to the nation, be- 

cause men will not be interested in hearing of a Saviour 

until they are aware that they need to be saved. The 
basic facts about sin which we must declare are these: 

(1) all sin offends God; (2) all people are affected 
by sin; and (3) the end result of sin is eternal, spiritual 

death. Far too many of the people of our nation have 

taken sin lightly. If, by telling our story, we can lead 

the nation to take sin seriously, we will render a great 

service. 

SECOND SPEAKER: When a person realizes he is 

a sinner and that sin leads inevitably to death, he 
begins to be concerned about a way of escape. God 

has Good News for concerned sinners. That is what 

the word “Gospel” means . . . Good News. The Good 

News is that God loves sinners in spite of their sinful- 

ness, and has provided a way of salvation for them. 

The second part of our “story,” then, is to declare that 

God loves sinners and has given them a way of de- 

liverance. 

How do we know that God loves sinners? The chil- 
dren’s Gospel song answers that question in a very 

simple but clear way: “Jesus loves me, this I know, for 

the Bible tells me so.” God has declared in His Word 

that He loves us. When God gives His Word for a 

thing, no further proofs are needed, but, in this case, 
we do have further proof. God not only tells us that 

He loves us, He has demonstrated the fact in giving 

His Son Jesus Christ. (Read John 3:16; Philippians 2 

5-8; and I John 4:9-10). These verses indicate how 

much God loves us, and how much His love for us cost 

Him. This is the very heart of the message we have to 

declare to the nation . . . the redeeming love of God 

as He makes it known to us in the atoning work of 
Christ. 

THIRD SPEAKER: We have had our attention 

called to the need of the Christian message and to its 

very heart. There is one more part to the story we 

have to tell, and that is its result. More to the point, 
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we are to tell the result in the life of the person who 

hears the message and personally receives it. Jesus 

said, “I am come that they might have life, and that 

they might have it more abundantly” John 10:10. In 

Romans 6:23 we read, “The wages of sin is death; but 

the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.” The result of receiving the Good News about 

Christ is eternal life for the believer. It is a blessing 

which those who receive it begin to enjoy immediately. 

The Bible says, “He that believeth on the Son hath 

everlasting life...” John 3:36. We do not have to 

wait until we die to receive the joys of salvation. The 

new, better, abundant life begins as soon as a person 

receives Christ as his Saviour by faith; and it continues 

forever. There will be new and wonderful blessings 

along the way. At death, the soul of the believer goes 

immediately into the presence of the Lord, and, at the 

resurrection, believers will be given new bodies which 

will endure forever. All these things should be includ- 

ed in the story which we are commissioned to tell to 

the nation. What wonderful riches we have to share! 

PROGRAM LEADER: This is the story we have 

to tell. Next week we shall give thought to some of 

the ways we can tell our story . . . to some of the ways 

which are especially important for young people. There 

is one thing we need to keep in mind: it is not enough 

merely to tell the story as one might read a statistical 
report. We must have a burning desire that those who 

hear our story will take it to heart and we must urge 

them to make the right response to it. 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Programs to Come: Dec. 4—‘How to Tell It’; Dec. 

11—“Our Story Book”; Dec. 18—‘‘Preparing for a Birth- 

day”; Dec. 25—“God with Us.” 

43 CONGO MISSIONARIES 

NOW WORKING IN KASAI 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Latest re- 

ports to the Board of World Missions 

from the Congo indicate that 47 of its 

missionaries are now on the field in 

that turbulent country. The total at 
stations in the Kasai province is now 

43, while three are in Leopoldville and 

one in Elisabethville. Latest to arrive 
were nine men who had been on a 

standby status in the U. S., awaiting 

visas. 
. 

The Congo Mission has a total of 

162 members. When _ independence 

came in July, 103 were on the field. 

Missionaries now in Kasai are work- 

ing with Congolese Christian leaders 

to continue operation of the 883 

schools and seven hospitals for which 

the Mission was responsible before the 

evacuation. 

The 43 now at Kasai stations are: 

the Rev. Day Carper, the Rev. W. F. 

Pruitt, the Rev. Robert Reinhold, the 

Rev. Charles Ross, Jr., the Rev. C. D. 

Wallace, George T. McKee, Thomas T. 

Stixrud, William F. Stockwell, Don 

Watt, Eric S. Bolton, Mr. and Mrs. 

Tom Cleveland, Mr. and Mrs. John 

W. Davis, Dr. Hugh L. Farrior, Mr. 

and Mrs. James A. Halverstadt, the 

Rev. and Mrs. Earl S. King, Jr., the 

Rev. Charles McKee, the Rev. David 

V. Miller, Dr. John K. Miller, Ira M. 

Moore. 

The Rev. David A. McLean, the 

Rev. and Mrs. L. A. McMurray, Dr. 

Sandy C. Marks, the Rev. William S. 
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Metzel, the Rev. William C. Washburn, 

Dr. and Mrs. Henry S. Nelson, Dr. and 

Mrs. J. Tinsley Smith, Jr., Dr. Gladys 

Smithwick, Miss Ruth Worth, Miss 

Elizabeth Miller, Miss Nolie McDonald, 

Miss Lucile McElroy, Miss Bettye Jean 
Mitchell, Miss Virginia Allen, Miss 

Charlotte McMurray, Miss Margaret 

Moore, Miss Mary Crawford. 

In Leopoldville are Dr. William 

Rule, the Rev. L. A. McCutchen and 

Harlan McMurray. The Rev. W. H. 

Crane is at Elisabethville. 

APPEAL FOR BELL 

ATLANTA, Ga. — 

church bells? 

The Board of Church Extension’s 

Department of Town and Country 

Church has been asked by the pastor 

of a small country congregation to 

help him find a used bell to be in- 

stalled during a re-building project. 

Transportation will be provided by 

the congregation. Prospective donors 

may write James M. Carr, secretary 

of the department, for further infor- 

mation. 

Any surplus 

ZION HOLDS REVIVAL 

HELVETIA, W. Va. — The Rev. 
John H. Knight of Smyrna, Ga., was 

the evangelist for a revival at Zion 

church here. A number of first-time 

decisions were registered, as well as 

some re-dedications, according to the 

Rev. F. E. Manning, the pastor. 

NOVEMBER 16. 

ASSEMBLY’S MEN’S GROUP 

ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 

MONTREAT, N. C. — Officers of 

the Assembly’s Men’s Council for 1961, 
elected at the council’s annual meeting 

here, are: Vernol R. Jansen of Mo- 

bile, Ala., president; Mitchell William- 

son of Oklahoma City, first vice-presi- 

dent; Armlon Leonard of Miami, Fla., 

second vice-president; Dr. B. B. Rich- 

mond of Beckley, W. Va., third vice- 

president; Howard E. Anderson of St. 

Petersburg, Fla., secretary; and Ernest 

W. Evans of Iva, S. C., budget and fi- 
nance secretary. 

The three-day meeting featured dis- 
of the 1963 Men’s Conven- 

tion in Dallas, an address by William 

H. Kadel, president of Florida Presby- 

terian College, and planning for 1961 
projects, including the reaching-teach- 

ing program, Wayside Gospel Dispens- 

ing and the “Won to Win One” pro- 
gram. 

cussions 

CERTIFIED FOR LENDING 

ATLANTA, Ga. — The Board of 

Annuities and Relief has been certi- 

fied by the Federal Housing Admin- 

istration as an approved lending in- 

stitution to make mortgage loans un- 

der FHA’s insured programs. 

The board for several years has 
lent money from its investment funds 

to churches for building purposes. As 

an “approved mortgagee” it will now 

be able to lend these funds for housing 

in FHA-insured loans. 

1960 

Page or 



ATER AS wi 

DALLAS SPEAKER 

DALLAS, Texas — (PN) — The 

Rev. William A. Benfield, pastor of 

the First Church in Shreveport, La., 

conducted a special series of nine 

meetings for various groups in First 

Presbyterian Church here, October 16- 

19. The “Spiritual Enrichment Week” 
was under the sponsorship of the Men 

of the Church. A feature of the pro- 
gram was luncheon meetings for the 

general public. 

GOD’S ENCOUNTER 

DOGMATICS, I.2:527, states the doc- 

trine that the Bible is the Word of 

God in propositions, or as the Ger- 

man puts it, thetisch klarzustellen. On 

the other hand the leading classical 

Calvinist, C. G. Berkouwer, finds him- 
self unable to put the relation between 

faith and justification into a neat 
proposition. In any case, there are 

more Biblical terms, such as, “my 

word” and “my words,” promise and 

fulfillment, kerygma and torah, wis- 

dom and understanding, revelation and 

acknowledgement of God’s loving 
knowing of us. 

from p. 8 

Our faith, like the 

ham, a Moses, 

faith of an Abra- 

an Isaiah and a Paul 

does have some intellectual content. 

Jesus commissioned the disciples to 

teach all things whatsoever He had 

commanded, Matt. 28:18, and they 

ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus 

Christ, Acts 5:42. The Apostle re- 

minded the Galatian Christians that 

they had received the Spirit by the 

hearing that called for faith rather 

than by the works of the law. The 

Corinthian believers were put into 
Christ and He was made unto them 

wisdom, justification, sanctification 

and redemption under the preaching 

of the risen Christ as crucified. For 

faith comes by hearing and hearing 

by the Word of Christ, Rom. 10:17; 

or we are born again of incorruptible 

seed by the Word of God which is 

preached unto us in the Gospel, I Peter 

1:23-25; cf. James 1:18. 

Faith is not merely knowledge, yet 

God has been pleased to reason with 
us, not to treat us as sticks or stocks 

or cats or dogs. The more I know of 

my doctor, my lawyer, my fiancee, the 

better I am able to trust him and her. 

Let us, therefore, not seek the mini- 

mistic attitude in faith. May we grow 

in grace and in knowledge, increase in 

wisdom and understanding, that we 

may believe in and love the Lord our 

God with all our minds. 

Finally, this encounter in which God 

converts man issues in decision and 

redirection of life. Faith is a convic- 

tion on which a man acts. God takes 

the man to whom He reveals Himself 

up into His plan and fits him into His 

own program for the Kingdom of God 

in the world. God called Abraham 

and he obeyed and went out, not know- 

ing whither he went. Despite Moses’ 

excuses, God sent him to deliver Israel 

from Egypt and make of them a holy 

nation, a people for God’s own posses- 

sion. To the challenge ““Whom shall 

I send and who will go for us?” Isaiah 

answers, “‘Here am I send me.” And 

when the Lord appeared unto Saul of 

Tarsus to make of him a minister and 

a witness, Paul was not disobedient to 

the heavenly vision. We are here be- 

Books Wanted — THE PRESBY- 

TERIAN DOCTRINE OF CHILDREN 

IN THE COVENANT, by Lewis 

Schenck, THE HISTORY OF INFANT 

BAPTISM, by William Wall, THE 

LEOPARD HUNTS ALONE, by Con- 
way Wharton. If you have these three 

books and will donate or sell them 
please let us hear from you. Address: 

Rev. Howard Cameron, 1184 Conway 

Road, Decatur, Ga. 

GIFT IDEA: Let the JOURNAL Do It! 

Use this handy order form to send Christmas gift subscriptions. The 

JOURNAL will do the rest, including sending an attractive card 
to announce your gift. 

Please send The Presbyterian Journal to the 

and send gift cards, as indicated. following, 

RATES — $3 a year for 

each subscription. $2.50 a 

year each subscription in 

groups of five or more. 

‘THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 

Weaverville, N. C. 
I enclose $ for subscriptions. 
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cause God has met us and called us 
to leave the plow in the furrow, the 

business at the desk for other men, 

the law courts to our brethren, and go 

teach and preach the Gospel. 
* % % 

Dr. Robinson is Professor of History 

at Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 

LAYMAN—from p. 11 

of the Word brings conviction, 

pentance and salvation through that 

same Spirit. 

re- 

The writer is convinced that there 

is a direct connection between our at- 

titude to the Scriptures and spiritual 

power in the use of the Scriptures. 

We may fool ourselves and some who 

hear us, but God is never fooled. 
Those great preachers of the Word, 

men who have been mightily used of 

God to win souls, have been men who 

believed the Word and the same Holy 

Spirit Who inspired the writers of the 

Book and Who empowers the preachers 

of this Book takes the message of the 

Word and uses it as the Sword of 

the Spirit — to the glory of God, the 

winning of souls and the strengthening 

of faith. 

If the pulpits of the major denomi- 

nations find their influence waning 

in contemporary life it is because of 

unbelief of the Bible and because of 

the substituting of ethical teachings 
for the spiritual truths of that Word, 

whereby men are regenerated and by 

which alone they can put into practical 

application true Christian ethics. 

If the major denominations of 

America find themselves laid aside as 

the chief instrument of evangelical 

preaching and teaching it will be be- 
cause they have tolerated in their midst 

a growing emphasis on worldly wisdom 
and concepts with a corresponding 

waning of emphasis on the spiritual 

and the eternal. 

History shows that the critics, phil- 
osophers and scientists of this world 

have little to offer that is of eternal 
value, but we have permitted them 

to usurp the spot-light. The Apostle 

Paul warns of just this thing and af- 
firms that such wisdom is “foolish- 

ness” in God’s sight because it is earth- 

bound. 

Without in any measure discounting 

the material advances to be seen on 
every hand we all need to see things 

in the right perspective. To do this 

we must exercise the faith of a little 

child. 
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Children’s Bible Studies 

Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 

STORIES OF THE BEGINNINGS 

8. God’s Ark of Salvation 

DO YOU KNOW—Why Noah built the ark? 

LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 6:12, 13, 14, 17, 18; Hebrews 

11:7. 

WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about why Noah built the 

ark? 

THINGS TO REMEMBER: — God provides for those who trust 

Him. Proverbs 3:5-6; Hebrews 11:7. 

MAN’S GREAT WICKEDNESS 

(Cross out the wrong word. ) 

Genesis 6:5, 6, 7. God saw man’s (goodness wickedness). 

God (sometimes always) sees our sin as well as our good deeds. 

Man's great wickedness (pleased grieved) God, and He said, 

“I will (scold destroy) man from off the face of the earth.” 

NOAH A JUST MAN 

Genesis 6:8-16. (Noah Cain) found favor in the (eyes book) 

of the Lord, because he was a (dishonest just) man. God 

told Noah exactly how long, how wide, and how high to build 

the (house ark). It was to be covered inside and outside with 

(paint pitch). It was to have (two _ three) stories. 

Genesis 6:19-21. Noah had to bring into the ark (ten two) of 

every sort of (fowl flowers cattle). He took food for 

(some all) of the people and animals. Noah had a wife and 

three sons. Each son had a wife. How many people went into 

the ark? 

GOD PROVIDES A WAY OF SALVATION 

(Draw a line from the action to the person who did it.) 

God 

Noah 

provides salvation 

did all that God said 

spoke to Noah 

believed God 

tells us what to do 

John 3:16. This verse tells us that we shall not perish if we, 

like Noah, believe and obey. If we believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 

only begotten __ __ __, our Ark of Safety, and obey His Word, 

we will not be destroyed by the flood of sin. 

DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 

What is the first book in the New Testament written by Paul? 

(Adapted from “Stories of the Beginnings,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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THE CHRISTIAN 

RECONCILIATION, by James Denney. 

DOCTRINE OF 

James Clarke & Co., London. 

832 pp. $3.00. 

Ltd., 

The reading of this classic treatment 

of the atoning work of Jesus Christ 

is a refreshing and rewarding expe- 

rience. The author presents the Grace 

of God toward sinful man as available 

only through faith in the reconciling 

death of the Son of God on the Cross 

for sinners, and goes on to show that 

all Christian life and experience is 

derived from that source. “Hence, 

forgiveness or reconciliation is in a 

strict sense everything in the Chris- 

tian religion. It does not need to be 

eked out with anything else” (p. 137). 

In a broad survey of historic views 
of reconciliation or justification, Dr. 

Denney exposes the inadequacy of any 

interpretation which does not point 

out that the effect of reconciliation 

is the transformation of the life from 

carnal to spiritual. While he recog- 

nizes there is a time when the sinner 

commits himself “to the sin-bearing 

love of God” revealed in the death of 

Jesus Christ for him, the author 

stresses the fact that such committal 

is a permanent continuing attitude 
when it is genuine. There is a very 

real sense in which the living Christ 

continues in His reconciling ministry 

on behalf of those who believe in Him 

(Hebrews 7:25). 

This volume will provide the reader 

with a thorough examination of all 

aspects of the doctrine of reconcilia- 

tion in the light of the total revelation 

of the Scriptures as well as the thought 

of the Church throughout its history. 
It will be interesting to note that Dr. 

Denney esteems “the New Testament 

witness to Jesus’ as the principal 
means through which “the reconciling 
power of Christ mainly enters with 

effect into the lives of sinful men.” 

Coupled with this is His judgment 
that only the personal experience of 

reconciliation will enable anyone to 

understand what it is and what it 

means. Though he deals with various 

theological ideas of the great reconcil- 
ing work of Christ, the author insists 

that “reconciliation is pre-eminently a 
subject to be treated on the basis of 

experience” (p. 44). In this connec- 

tion he strikes a remarkably contem- 

porary note when he observes, “The 

whole power of Christianity is in its 

historical character, and to replace its 

sublime and tragic facts by a system 

of ideas, however true and imposing, 

is to destroy it altogether” (p. 131). 

Dr. Denney draws on the intuitive 

grasp of truth which the reconciled 

soul has in its experience of the Grace 

of God and holds such testimony to 

be valid and more dependable than 

any intellectualization. 

Dr. Denney refrains from formal 

analysis of salvation. While accepting 

the standard terms, justification, sanc- 
tification and glorification, he avoids 

pressing for absolute definition, hold- 
ing rather that such terms designate 

various aspects of the same event. He 

writes, “Justification is the power 
which sanctifies.”” In a later observa- 

tion he declares: “Protestantism .. . 

has suffered from the tendency to 

dwell on the initial religious assurance 

— on faith and justification — too 

abstractly, and with too little regard 

to its spontaneous and inevitable out- 

come in the new life... it has some- 
times forgotten that the great matter 

is not the distinction of justification 
and sanctificaion, but their connection, 

and that justification or reconciliation 

is a delusion unless the life of the 

reconciled and justified is inevitably 

and naturally a holy life” (p. 297). 

—Manford Geo. Gutzke, Ph.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 

Mercy is love being gracious. 

WANTED 

Contact with anyone desiring po- 

sition as Church D. C. E. Write 

“D.C.E.” First Presbyterian Church, 
Talladega, Alabama. 

‘MUSIC FOR 

PROTESTANTS 

THE HYMN 

AND CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 

JAMES R. SypNor shows in a clear, nontechnical way how to 
raise the quality and increase the vitality of congregational 
singing. Basing his work on a lifetime of experience in 
church music, he gives concrete help and inspiration to 
church musicians, ministers, and laymen with limited musical 
backgrounds. The Hymnbook (Presbyterian) and The Hymnal 
(Episcopal) are his standard hymnodies. $4.50 

MUSIC IN PROTESTANT WORSHIP 

DwicHT STEERE writes to help ministers and church 
musicians organize and guide the musical life of a 
church. He discusses physical facilities, leaders of 
worship, and all the musical ingredients of a worship 
service. Flashes of humor, practical good taste, and 
insight into the nature of worship highlight his ree 
to the search for improvement. 

MUSIC FOR THE 

PROTESTANT CHURCH CHOIR 

Dwicut Sreere. This complete list- 
ing and description of 644 anthems 
and responses is an invaluable tool 
for choral directors. Selections are 
indexed by topics, first lines, musical 
and textual sources. $4.50 

THE HYMNODY 

OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

Lovis BENSON. Beginning with apos- 
tolic days, this great hymnologist dis- 
cusses the origin and development of 
hymns. Tracing the influence of 
Luther, Calvin, etc., he evaluates mod- 
ern hymns and hymn singing. $4.50 

ask your bookseller 
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MINISTERS 

P. E. Bailey, from Callaway, Va., to 

the Goshen, Va., church. 

Richard F. Rouquie, from Decatur, 

Ala., to the Covenant church, Mont- 

gomery, Ala. 

Harold L. Thomas, from Miami, Fla., 

to the Enterprise, Ala., church. 

James Lindsey, from Afton, Va., to 

Charlottesville, Va. 

Z. E. Lewis, from Lynchburg, Va., 

to Turbeville, Va. 

T. C. Morris, Sr., from Monticello, 

Ark., to Pottsville, Ark. 

M. M. Callaway, from Good Hope, 

La., to Destrehan, La. 

James T. Womack, Jr., from Lin- 

cointon, N. C., to the Shandon 

church, Columbia, S. C. 

Joe B. Overmyer has become pastor 

emeritus of the Bream Memorial 

church, Charleston, W. Va. 

Robert M. Henry, from Eleanor, W. 

Va., to be University pastor, Mor- 

ganton, W. Va. 

LETTERS 

PLEASE THROW ME A LIFELINE 

This is a desperate appeal for help! 
I am drowning! I have been swept 
out to sea by the swift pace of organi- 

zation and have lost sight of my pur- 

pose. 

How I yearn to go back to those 
first few months of my life in Christ 
when God pointed His finger at me as 

I read II Chronicles 16:9, “For the 

eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to show 
Himself strong in the behalf of them 
whose heart is perfect toward Him.” 

Christ was my Master, the Holy 
Spirit was my teacher, God gave the 
orders and they were simple and direct. 

He led me straight to the heart of the 
lost without detours through a maze 

of committee meetings. 

Occasionally I get a fleeting glimpse 
of the world out and beyond the doors 
of the Church. It is a self-centered, 

pleasure-seeking world rushing to 

destruction. Then, I see a Christian 
people — one half gone off to join 
the world and the other half too in- 

volved to look up. 

An urgency within me makes me 
want to cry — to try somehow to 

arouse God’s people to the needs about 

us. But the vision disappears as I am 
once again caught up in the stream 

of activity. 

The answer? At first glance it 

would seem simple. Merely, “if you 

feel that way then cut out the ac- 
tivity.” But is that the answer? If I 
were an isolated case, I could readily 

agree, but I know my pastor feels 
keenly the constant distractions from 
his true calling. I remember that my 

former pastor felt the same, yet each 

seems forced to allow organizational 

activity to take precedence over the 
needs of the soul. Each has approached 
the problem differently, but neither 
has found the answer. 

Many of my fellow members feel we 
are going around in circles — study- 

ing, planning, organizing, discussing 
what we should do — always too busy 

to put to practice what we learn. 

No, it is not enough that I alone 

glimpse the warning signs, we must 

all look up together and take heed. 

At times, I feel God is saying “Will 

you please stop for a while and let 

Me talk to you?” And when I do 

He shows me not only the world of 
lost people and the indifferent church 

member, but the greatest burden He 
lays on my heart is the sincere Chris- 

tains, the ones who truly want to serve 
the Saviour, but who have been side- 

tracked into every activity except win- 

ning the lost to Christ. 

It is through this group — His will- 
ing servants — that God must work. 

We are doing “busy” work in the 

Name of Christ but are we really serv- 
ing according to His will? 

Will you — the leaders of our lead- 
ers — put aside your busy schedule, 
go to the Source for directions and 

act accordingly? If we would all do 

this, surely the weights and chains 

would fall away and we would serve 

effectively as it is meant we should. 

—Mrs. W. L. Earls 
Fair Oaks, Calif. 

Mercy is not getting what we de- 

serve. 

QUIZ—tfrom p. 11 

supernatural here. 

Christian Science. 

. False. The most wide-spread er- 

ror today is that one which locates 

“power” in “love.” You hear of 
the “latent power of love.” But 

the power of God resides in a Per- 
son, the Holy Spirit, not in an 

emotion. You hear, “Oh! If ev- 
eryone would only love one anoth- 

er!” They cannot, until the Holy 

Spirit first produces His fruits, 

one of which is love. 

More like 

. True. 

tioned. 
For the reason above men- 

. True. John 3:16 says that be- 

cause God loved the world, He sent 

His Son to the cross to atone for 

it. In the case of Christ, it was 

first obedience to the Father that 
sent Him to the cross. 

. False. The cross was an instru- 

ment of death: a place of sacrifice, 

as an altar; a place of penalty, as 
a prison; a place of legal execu- 

tion, as of a crime; a place of 
atonement (meaning to pay for, 

to make restitution on behalf of). 

It was a demonstration of love 

only in the sense: “Behold how 

greatly He loved us, that He 
should have done this!” Demon- 

strations of love do not conquer 
sin. They only increase the sense 

of guilt. It was His demonstra- 

tions of love that infuriated His 
enemies, making of them a lynch 

mob. 

. False. As an emotion, hate is 

much stronger than love. The ef- 

fect, when people hate sufficiently, 

is more destructive than love is 
constructive. 

. True. This is the only valid way 

to express Christian theology. 

The Preferred Pocket 

Commentary 

THE GIST 

OF THE LESSON 

FOR 1961 

Geai tor a Quick survey nternationa 
unday  sCchoc 

Torrey, now edited by 
Flexible binding 

iby R. A 
Kauffman 

At your bookstore 
A Revell Publication 
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