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[Lesson IX. November 29. Hezekiah’s Prayer 

the power of time is one which every man can learn, 

and one which he will be repaid for learning. When 

all his effort upon what is actually practicable. This 

is a large share of the secret of success in any sphere 

| of working. 

} 
| 

one has attained that familiarity with his own rate of | well. 

working, that he can tell whether he will not be able | others—perhaps you are. 

knows from the start what tasks it is hopeless for him | plead your case or draft your will. So in things 

to pursue, and what other tasks he may hope to| divine. God piles the burdens on your shoulders. 

accomplish in a given time. The art*of measuring | Very well; then take the imposed responsibility with 

the implied confidence. Perhaps God knew you 

would bear that weight of loss or sorrow specially 

You feel that you are more afflicted than 

If so, has not God even 

to do a given task in fifty years, or whether he may | specially honored you by trusting you to hold out in 

expect to accomplish it in five, he is in a position to | faith against such odds? The more the responsibil- 

save himself much fruitless labor, and to concentrate | ity in any sphere of life, the higher the implied confi- 

| dence. Any one could traverse England or America 

| in search of a sick friend ; it took a Henry M. Stanley 

to pierce the shadows of the Dark Continent in search 

|of David Livingstone. There are thousands of sea- 
| “What would be thought of a military training-| captains who could guide a vessel through the ordi- 

school in which no attention was given to drill and | nary dangers of a voyage across the middle Atlantic; 
| discipline, but where the whole effort of the authori- 

| ties was to enable the students to get on enjoyably? 
| but the government had to scrutinize carefully to find 

| commander able’ to lead a Greely rescue party 
| That is not the sort of schooling which prepares a} unharmed through the extraordinary perils of the 

hk ae a tia hai halal a 7 | young soldier for his part in the hardships of camp | North Atlantic, through the grinding icebergs of 
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The third full course of International lessons is to 

begin with January, 1887. The first year’s schedule 

of this new course is now announced by the Lesson 

Committee, and it is given to our readers in the 

pages of this issue. 

Testament study, and six months to the New Testa- 

ment. The plan of study as indicated in this new 

beginning will attract critical attention. 

When one considers the vastness of the material 

universe, and attempts to estimate the countless suns 

and systems that shine in the midnight sky, one is apt 

to be discouraged at his own insignificance, and to 

wonder if, after all, the great God cares for so puny 
a creature as man. 

should any of us fancy that he will be lost in the 

nultitude of God’s children? The Lord has so 

framed the universe that wherever we go we still 

seem to be at its centre; and he is willing to be as 

near to each of us as if, in reality, we were the centre 
of it all. The universe indeed is great, but to Him | 
who is the source of all life and of all spirit, the most 
insignificant life is worth more than the whole mate- 
rial universe, without spirit and without life. 

It is a great advantage to a man to be able to 
measure the power of time. There are many tasks 
too great for the moment, which may, or may not, be 
too great for a mouth or a year. Happy is he who 

;| exhorted the young disciple to endure hardness as a 

| good soldier of Jesus Christ. There are Christian 

| families, however, where the young are trained in 

"seven hopeless men sat together, calmly looking into 

the eyes of death. Through dark continents of sor- 

| row, through grinding channels of pain, God may bid 
"229 | habits of self-indulgence, rather than of self-denial, | you even lead the way. Lead on! God knows whom 

and where each is taught, in deed if not in word, to | he can trust; God knows how to pick his men; God 

Six months are devoted to Old | vs . 
|“ A hard day’s work,”—a story, by herself, of a| 

But why should we be discour- | 
aged at the greatness of our Father’s house, or why | 

seek the easiest place in 

| endure hardship in the 

prove a terrible mistake. 

God’s host, rather than to 

path of duty. This may 

The parent who fails to 

| moralization, and a career of uncontrolled license. 

Diligence is a virtue, and idleness is a vice; but 

_ ness, and there are busy people who would better sit | 

It depends on what the | 

| work is in which diligence is displayed, whether it is | 

| valuable and a blessing, or worthless and a curse. A | 

| all day with folded hands, 

| late number of an English magazine has a record of 

| woman’s labors in one day, all in behalf of other 

people,—settling their difficulties, giving them advice 

and counsel, going to them with information impor- | 

| tant for them to know concerning this or that neigh- 

bor. But in every case, as the reader readily sees, 

|her work was mischievous intermeddling, which 

_ caused trouble and harm instead of giving help. It 

| him the first impulse toward a reckless course of Ge- | 
31 

—| there are busy days that were better spent in idle- | 

| had been far better for her friends and neighbors if | 

| she would have stayed at home all day, attending, in 

the most selfish way, to her own affairs. Her weari- 

ness at night-fall, however complacently she thought 

of her exhausting labors on behalf of others, had in 

it no solace of burdens lifted away, or help rendered 

to any one. Before we congratulate ourselves on the 

amount of ‘work we have done on any busy day, we 

would better do a little honest self-questioning con- 

cerning the character, and the influence, of that on 

which we have spent our strength. 
| 

| Responsibility imposed is a confidence implied. 

| Your highest testimony to a young doctor's skill is 

| when you summon him to your sick-bed ; to a minis- 

ter’s trustworthiness, when you make him your spir- 

knows your work and you the worker and the final 

outcome. If he can afford to trust you, you can surely 

afford to trust him. 

train his child in Christian self-denial, not only fails | 

| to prepare that child for the battles of life, but gives | 

PRESUMPTION IS NOT FAITH. 

| There is no personal duty more positive or more 

‘unqualified than the duty of faith. “Have faith in 

God” is a command as explicit, and of as universal 

| application, as “ Thou shalt not steal.” Nor is there 

any danger of too great a reliance on faith. “The just 

shall live by his faith;” and no child of God has 

come to the standard of his full duty and of his full 

| privileges as a child of God, until he can say in all 

| sincerity and heartiness, “ That life which I now live 

| in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the 

Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for 

me.” It is both right and safe to have faith in God, 

| for his guidance and help in our every emergency of 

life, and also in our more ordinary experiences of 

daily living, in our toilings and in our trials, in our 

business and in our recreations, in our health and in 

our sickness, and for our loved ones as well 2s for our- 

selves. We cannot trust God too implicitly. We 

ought to trust him absolutely and in perfect rest- 

fulness. 

But while there is no danger of too much faith in 

God, there is a danger of wrong substitutes for faith. 

Faith is a well-grounded trust in a trustworthy per- 

son; faith in God is a restful trust in the loving and 

wise and all-powerful God as our Father in heaven, 

whose word to us is not to be doubted, and whose 

watchful care of us will never fail. Faith goes beyond 

| sight, and in its truest exercise it begins where knowl- 

edge ends. Faith does not decide for itself what it 

must have, but it leaves with God the decision of the 

desired supply, even while it makes known its desire 

to God. To claim unqualificdly beyoxid the limits of 

knowledge, or to refuse God's proffered help in one 
‘itual guide ; to a lawyer's ability, when you let him! line because of a preference for God’s help in another 
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line, is not faith, but is presumption ; and presumption 

is very often mistaken for faith. 

He who is our Example, as well as our Lord, gave 

illustration and emphasis in his personal experiences, 

while here in the flesh, to this truth that presumption 

is not faith, and that true faith does not presume. 

When Jesus struggled with the prince of this world 

in Gethsemane, he would not choose for himself 

whether or not he should have relief in his physical 

needs, but his submissive cry was, again and again, 

“ Nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.” An 

unqualified choice on his part, in that hour, would have 

been presumption ; but he had faith, and did not pre- 

sume, When, again, Jesus was on the pinnacle of 

the temple at Jerusalem, there were two ways of de- 

scent from that lofty height; one was by the human 

agency of winding stairs, the other was over the para- 

pet, through the empty air, borne up by God-sent 

angel arms. It was the arch-enemy of mankind who 

then and there whispered that faith in God would be 

shown by rejecting the human agency of the temple 

stairs, and trusting to the sustaining power of the 

angels. The very Bible text which would justify this 

exercise of faith was pointed out by the tempter; 

“ He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: 
And on their hands they shall bear thee up, 
Lest haply thou dash thy foot against a stone.” 

But Jesus said that to refuse the help of the available 

stairs would be presumption, and not faith, and that 

it would be in violation of the command, “Thou shalt 

not tempt the Lord thy God”—by multiplying dan- 

gers unnecessarily, in order to have his added supply 

against those dangers. And so in the example of our 

Lord, as in all the precepts of the Bible record, the 

truth stands out that presumption is not faith, and that 

true faith does not presume. 

In many ways the danger shows itself of confound- | 

ing presumption with faith. In no way, perhaps, is 

this confusion of ideas just now more startlingly evi- 

denced than in the strange and sad delusion which, 

under the name of Faith Healing, or Faith Cure, 

seems to “show great signs and wonders ; so as to lead 

astray, if possible, even the elect.” The sin of pre- 

sumption in connection with this delusion is twofold: 

first, in the claim that sickness is necessarily an evil, 

and that health is necessarily a good, and that there- 

fore sickness ought always to be cured; secondly, in 

the claim that human means for the cure of sickness 

ought not to be employed, because God has the power 

to heal without the use of such means. In both these 

claims, the more prominent advocates of distinctive 

Faith Healing exhibit that very presumption which 

our Lord shrank from and rebuked; and their funda- 

mental error is in supposing, however honestly, that 

their presumption is in itself faith. 

But is not sickness a consequence of sin? and does 

not the Lord promise to heal us of all our diseases? 

Yes, and so is bodily toil—the struggle for our daily | the guise of religious convictions. 

bread—a consequence of sin ; and the Lord has prom- 

ised to give us rest from our: labors, and a fullness 

which shall secure freedom from the cares of toil. 

Neither toil nor sickness, however, is in itself a dis- 

advantage ; nor is health or wealth a gain in itself. 

Some of the richest blessings which God gives to his 

loved ones are during and by means of sickness and 

poverty; and the delay of healing and of fullness is 

often the sign of God’s loving providence, and not a 

token of Satan’s control. 

which can have their fulfillment only in the hours of | 

sickness. 

“The Lord will support him upon the couch of lan- 
guishing : 

Thou makest all his bed in his sickness,” 

How can this be made true if a couch of languishing | 

and a bed of sickness be no place for a child of God 

in his life-struggle? What presumption it would be 

to claim that God must lift us instantly from the couch 

of languishing, and that he ought not to continue us 

ona bed of sickness! 

See how it was, in the course of the father of the 

There are promises of God | 

| God has been honored and glorified rather by those 

| 

| 

scheming supplanter. It was not until he was touched 

by the finger of God so that he became a cripple for 

life, that he stood erect as Israel,a prince of God. 

Ja:ob never walked straight until he limped. And 

when again God would prepare for himself a spiritual 

father of the outside nations, he fitted Paul for his 

new work by giving him a stake in the flesh—‘*‘a 

messenger of Satan” it was, but a messenger which 

was now set at God’s work, by the will of God,—in 

order that the infirm apostle might do a better work 

than a well man could do. And when Paul besought 

the Lord thrice that he might be of sound body again, 

he was told explicitly that it was in just such a state 

as that in which he then found himself that God’s 

power could be best displayed. And from that day 

until the present, some of the best work in the Lord’s 

cause has been done by the sick and the poor, and 

who were in combat with disease and with poverty, 

than by those in the possession of bounding health | 

and of abounding wealth—free from all conflict, and | 

from the benefits which successful conflict brings. 

It is true that disease and poverty are a consequence 

of sin, but it is not true that either the one or the | 

other is always a specific result of sinning. Our Lord 

rebuked that notion among his earlier disciples, as he 

would rebuke it among misguided Christians to-day. 

“ Rabbi, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he 

should be born blind?” was their question to him on 

one occasion. “Jesus answered, Neither did this man 

sin, nor his parents [as-a cause of this infirmity]: but 

[this man became blind] that the works of God should 

be made manifest in him.” And the works of God, 

in his sustaining grace and in his transforming 

power, are very often shown in the lives of the 

blind and the deaf, and the bed-ridden, and the 

patient wrestlers with disease, as those works of 

God could be shown in no other way ; even as, also, 

the “poor as to the world” are often chosen of God 

“to be rich in faith,” to the honor of God, and to 

the confounding of those who trust in their earthly 

riches. For men and women in buxom health to 

claim that they are blessed of God above their sick 

fellows, mainly because of their fullness of health, is 

no less presumptuous than it would be for a company 

of Christian millionaires to parade themselves with 

labels of their aggregate bank credits, and with the 

boastful legend, “See whom the Lord loves.” 

In the struggle with disease, as in the struggle with 

poverty, God’s appointed means are to be used with 

all wisdom and diligence, and are to be used in faith. 

To refuse to employ available human means in an hour 

of human need, is in itself presumption. The prompt- 

ing to refuse these God-provided aids is a temptation 

of Satan. To yield to such a temptation is more than 

a culpable weakness; it is an immorality—even | 

though, like polygamy in Utah, it be shielded under | 

When the Lord | 

would miraculously heal King Hezekiah of his sick- | 

ness, in response to the prayer of faith, he directed 

that human means should be employed for the recov- 

ery of the disease. A poultice of figs—which to this 

day even in our country is often used in such a case in 

preference to bread and milk, or flaxseed—was ap- 

plied to the malignant boil, and God’s promise was 

given that in three days—not instantly, but in three 

days—the faith-healed and fig-poulticed patient should 

be able to go out to church. When, again, Paul 

found that he must continue to battle sickness, al- 

though he would have liked to have health, he ob- | 

tained as a traveling companion a beloved physician ; 

|and it is quite likely that it was on this physician’s 

| suggestion that Paul wrote that famous prescription | 

for the stomach’s sake, and the often infirmities of | 

young Timothy. When James counseled the calling | 

in of the elders of the church to pray over a sick | 

church-member, he added the caution that they should | 

not neglect the use of oil, which is the commonest | 

medicine in all the East at the present time, as it was | 

but they that are sick ”—do have need of a physician. 

To this declaration of our Lord, the misguided zealots 

cry out with yehemence, “They that are sick do not 

need a physician.” And here is not the only point 

where those who mistake presumption for faith are at 

variance with the plain teachings of their Lord. 

If, for example, a husband found that his wife was 

shut in a room where she was suffocating from char- 

coal gas, two ways would present themselves to him. 

He might throw open the door and windows in order 

to revive her by fresh air; but that would be employ- 

ing human means for her rescue. He might, on the 

other hand, leave her shut in, while he went for an 

anointing-pot, and gathered the church elders to pray 

over her. In the one case, he would be doing his 

duty; in the other case, he would be criminally pre- 

sumptuous, and shamefully neglectful of his moral 

duty in God’s service. And so all the way along in 

our possible experiences, while struggling with sick- 

ness and with trial—by ourselves or for others. 

In all sickness, as well as in all times of health, 

faith in God is more to be relied on than any human 

agency; but faith never decides for God in a matter 

which is clearly beyond human knowledge; nor will 

faith ever tempt God by refusing to employ gratefully 

the means of help which God has already placed 

within its reach. It may be best for us, or for our 

loved ones, to continue in sickness; if so, let us learn, 

in whatsoever state we are, by the will of God, there- 

in to be content. It may be that God will grant our 

faith-filled prayer for restored health, to ourselves or 

to those dear to us; if so, let us use faithfully the 

means which tend to restoration; for the Apostle 

James, who knew as much about this faith-healing as 

any of the Bible writers, declares explicitly that 

“faith without works is dead;” and a dead faith is 

only another name for presumption. 

There is yet another phase of presumption in con- 

nection with this current delusion of Faith Healing, 

which ought not to pass unnoticed. The delusion 

itself is commonly based on a single text of Scripture 

which is taken in exclusive literalness, apart from all 

other Bible teachings, and then is distorted and per- 

verted to accommodate the peculiar theory of the 

Faith Healers. The text referred to is in James 5: 

14,15: “Is any among you sick? let him call for 

the elders of the church ; and let them pray over him, 

anointing [or, asthe margin gives it, ‘having anointed ’] 

him with oil in the name of the Lord [having trust- 

fully used the common remedy for disease]: and the 

prayer of faith shall save him that is sick, and the 

Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed 

sins, it shall be forgiven him.” 

That this text as it stands is not intended to promise 

an absolute and instant recovery to every patient thus 

prayed over, is shown by the very term “ prayer of 

faith” as an agency to be employed. “ Faith ” in its 

very nature involves a trust beyond knowledge, a 

resting of the decision with God who alone knows 

what is best; hence the prayer of faith cannot be 

mandatory, but is submissive. If, indeed, so much 

prayer and so much oil must restore the patient, the 

remedy is, in fact, purely mechanical, and is in no 

sense a faith-cure. But, when, on the other hand, the 

faith-filled prayer is answered favorably in any given 

case, then it should be understood that it was the 

prayer rather than the oi]—although the using of oil 

was a duty—which was the means of the patient’s 

restoration. In this latter view of the case, this text 

is in full agreement with all the other Bible teachings 

on the subject ; while as it is now misused by many 

deluded ones, it is at variance with the spirit and 

letter of the Bible throughout. 

Not content with perverting the spirit of this text, 

by means of its letter, many of the advocatesof Faith 

Healing add to its letter the claim that faith on the 

patient's part is essential to the cure of disease; and 

they even presume so far as to inform those who have 

called in their aid without any visible result, that the 

‘in his day. And as if to put this question of medical | trouble is in the strong hold which Satan has on the 

peculiar people of God under the old dispensation. | counsel at rest for all time, our Lord said specifically, | patient, and in the lack of the patient’s faith to throw 

So long as Jacob stood in ruddy health, he was a | “They that are whole have no need of a physician, | off the thrall of the adversary. According to the text 
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itaelf, it is the faith-filled prayer of the elders which 

is to be the means of recovery to the patient, even 

though the patient be destitute of fuith. And just 

here it is to be borne in mind that when our Lord 

said “ All things are possible to him that believeth ” 

(Mark 9 : 23), he had reference to one’s belief in be- 

half of another who has no belief. If, therefore, this | 

text on which the Faith Healers pivot their dogma is 

» be taken literally, and the only trouble in any case 

is the lack of faith, through Satan’s power, then it 

follows inevitably that every failure of a cure is to be 

ascribed to Satan’s possession of the praying elders ; 

and this truth in itself ought to give some relief to 

these who have asked in vain to be cured through the 

agency of those elders. 

But it may be asked, If these Faith Healers are 

radically in error in their teachings, how can we ac- 

count for all the claimed remarkable cures to which 

they point as a result of their doctrine and practice ? In 

the first place, it should be borne in mind that an un- 

mistakable answer to prayer is not in itself a proof 

that the prayer was a wise ora right one. The record 

is, of God’s people of old, that when they tempted 

God by their cries for a temporary fullness in the 

desert, “he gave them their request, but sent lean- 

ness into their soul.” And many an answered prayer 

since that day has brought a corresponding leanness 

of soul to the one who would not leave the decision 

restfully with God. When King Hezekiah was un- 

willing to be sick unto death he pleaded earnestly for 

recovery; and when a favorable answer was given to 

his prayer the issue showed that his prolonged life 

was no added gain to his character or to his career of 

usefulness. It may well be supposed that some who 

have said that they must recover from sickness are 

the losers by the answer to their prayers; while others 

who would not thus choose for themselves are the 

gainers through continuing in sickness. We may 

indeed shrink from the presumption of deciding un- } 

qualifiedly that it is best for ourselves or for our dear | 

ones to be recovered of a sickness that seems unto | 

death; and it is important for us to know that such | 

presumption is inconsistent with true faith. 

Moreover, we ought not to lose sight of the fact 

that the history of the world shows many a record of 

mental delusions which secured startling results in | 

multiplied remarkable cures of disease, through tem- | 

porary belief in a theory which was subsequently ex- | 

ploded. Apparent cures almost without number have | 

been wrought by means of “ animal magnetism,” and 

through the touch of some one claiming to be the | 

vehicle of supernatural healing, all the way along 

from the days of Paracelsus and Mesmer, down to the | 

latest “ Clairvoyant Physician,” or the newest author- | 

ized dispenser of “Christian Science and Mind Heal- 

ing.” A century ago the claim was published in 

England of some two thousand cures performed by | 

Mr. and Mrs. De Loutherbourg, they “having been 

made proper recipients to receive divine manductions ; | 

which heavenly and divine influx coming from the 

radix God, his Divine Majesty had most graciously 

bestowed upon them to diffuse healing to all, be they 

deaf, dumb, blind, lame, or halt.” And there are 

successors of the De Loutherbourgs in the United | 

States to-day, whose claimed curcs by touch and word | 

are a3 numerous and zs well substantiated as theirs. | 

Then, again, there were the “ Metallic Tractors” 

of Dr. Perkins which wrought such marvelous cures 

in England at the close of the last century. Dr. 

Perkins was an American surgeon living in London. 

He claimed curative powers of rare efficacy in certain | 

magnetized steel wedges, or tractors, with which he 

manipulated his patients. 

were really wonderful. Hardly a question existed 2s 

to the verity of his cures. Nothing that is now| 

claimed in the way of Faith Healing transcends his | 

record. Members of the Society of Friends, to which 

he belonged, even built a “Perkinsean Institution,” | 

The results of his treatment 

in which all comers might be magnetized free of cost. 

The explesion of this delusion was made through the 

| order to remind our readers that there may be more 

| eal, while his pretensions were to the contrary. 
| therefore, warrants us in calling his zeal “ false,” or deceitful. 

| whom we touch in our daily intercourse. 

with them performed cures as remarkable as those of | 

Dr. Perkins. And so in many another instance the 

power of the mind over the body has been illustrated 

in the cure of diseases. 

It is not that all these modern cures in connection 

with the delusion of Faith Healing are to be put upon 

the same plane with those wrought under the influ-| 

| ence of the imagination in former days; but it is that | 

the mere exhibit of a series of remarkable cures does | 

not in itself show the truth of the theory on which the 

agent assumes to conduct his efforts at healing. If 

the theory itself be at variance with the plain teach- 

ings of Scripture, the multiplication of facts in as- 

sumed support of that theory is of no practical account 

whatsoever. And as, in this instance, the theory of the 

Faith Healers is based upon their substitution of pre- 

sumption for faith, and is contrary to both the spirit 

and the letter of Bible teachings, therefore it ought 

not to be accepted—whatever facts are proffered in 

its proof. 

NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 

It is often the case that we send a great way for infor- 
mation which might be found close at hand. Thusa 
correspondent from Missouri writes to inquire concern- 
ing a point which was already treated in the columns 
of our paper, from which he seems to have studied his 
lesson. He says: 

In our Sunday-school lesson of two weeks since, Jehu was a 
prominent character of the lesson. In our school there was a 
division over the pronunciation. I had always learned to pro- 
nounce it Jehu, with the accent on e; but others held that it 
had the sound of a, as Jahu. Which is generally accepted as 
correst? Please explain throngh Notes on Open Letters. 

All proper names occurring in the text of the Inter- 
national lessons are printed in our transcript of that 
text with distinct pronunciation and accent marks. In 
this case, Jehu’s name appears as J@hi, showing that 
the accent is on the first syllable, and that both the 
vowels are long. We call attention to this fact only in 

help at hand for their studies than they can see at the 
first glance, or than they have been accustomed to make 
use of. 

How easy it is to put into our Bible teachings a lesson 
| which we think ought to be there, and then to wonder 
that everybody else doesn’t see it in the same light. 
How difficult it is to refrain from adding to the Bible 
teachings, when there seems to be a gap which might be 
filled reasonably! The recent lesson on Jehu’s zeal is a 
good illustration in this line. We called attention to the 
extra-biblical assumption in the title of that lesson, 
“ Jehu’s False Zeal ;” and we ins:sted that the suggestion 
that Jehu’s motives were wrong has no basis in the Bible 

text, and seems at variance with the Lord’s commenda- 
tion of it. Aud now a Pennsylvania teacher writes on 

| this point : | 

Will you kindly permit an interested reader to dissent from | 
the position you have taken in Notes on Open Letters in refer- 
ence to the falseness of Jehu’s zeal? While I, as teacher, found 
no difficulty in justifying the title given to the lesson in ques- 
tion by the Lesson Committee, I justified it in an entirely dif- 

| ferent manner from that which you employ in your answer to 
the “South Carolina worker.” This is the way I look at it: 
Jehu was divinely commissioned to execute a certain work, and 
not instructed as to the means he should employ. Jehu accom- 
plished the full execution of that work, and that, too, in a man- 
ner which was not condemned at the time, however repugnant 
it may be to nineteenth century morality. Nevertheless, it is 
plainly evident that Jehu’s real motive was not in accordance 
with God’s design; Jehu’s purpose was not religious, but politi- 

His duplicity, 

Did our correspondent have any special revelation on 
this subject? If not, on what words in the Bible text 
does he base his assertion that “it is plainly evident that 
Jehu’s real motive was not in accordance with God’s de- 
sign,” and that “Jechu’s purpose was not religious, 
but political, while h’s pretensions were to the contrary”? 
For our part, we can find nothing of that sort there ; and 
it seems to us that God’s commendation of Jehu’s mis- 
sion should make us hesitate to declare that we can sce 

| a sordid purpose in Jehu beyond all that God has re- 
vealed concerning him. And here is a danger which 
must be ever borne in mind in judging those whose story 
is given in the Bible text, or is told in the lives of those 

Beware how 

| at once to turn into a benediction. 

NAZARETH. 

BY M. WOOLSEY STRYKER. 

Sing, every boy and maiden, 
To him, with gratitude, 

Whose youth, though heavy laden, 
Was one beatitude; 

lor Jesus, meek and purely, — 
Through boyhood’s duties trod, 

As. Mary’s child, though surely 
The very Son of God. 

The helper of his mother, 
A faithful Hebrew lad, 

For sister and for brother 
Christ wrought with spirit glad; 

And made that cottage lowly, 
That work-bench by the docr, 

A labor-lesson holy 
To love forevermore. 

All rev’rently obeying, 
He bore his daily part 

Toward her who kept each saying 
Safe in her wond’ ring heart. 

Along the ways where nature 
Spake low, by hill and glen, 

He grew in wisdom, stature, 
And grace with God and men. 

O sing! ye tired and tearful, 
What this sweet story saith ; 

For all that’s brave and cheerful 
Comes out of Nazareth! 

Let serving hands fly faster, 
New years new burdens bring,— 

Enough! if like your Master, 
The Carpenter and King! 

LABOR AND DISCIPLINE. 

BY PRESIDENT JOHN BASCOM, D.D., LL.D, 

Labor is too often spoken of as a punishment, a part 
of the primitive curse of disobedience. It is true that 
labor owes much of its severity and bitterness to sin, 
and that righteousness would lighten and gladden it in 
many ways. It is a'so true, that any heaven-sent pen- 
alty, accepted with a penitent and patient mind, begins 

Yet, in spite of this 
association of toil with transgression, in spite of this 
softening of labor by a submissive temper, it plays @ 
much more fundamental part in human discipline than 
is implied in this connection. The exact lesson we wish 
to enforce is, that work is an essential element in all 
worthy life, and that a Christian training that overlooks 
or forgets this fact, is sure to be a grievous failure in the 
spiritual world. 

Labor involves two elements, exertion more or less 
irksome in behalf of a reward more or less valuable. 
Adl moral training is really based on labor. It includes 
the choice of sufficient ends, and the willingness to ob- 
tain them by the needed effort. If the possession of 
wealth is in any considerable degree to remove labor, 
it is also to cut a!l the sinews of strength. Spiritual 
strength is nothing other than this very thing,—the clear 

| choice and the firm pursuit. You might as well try to 
make the body strong without systematic exercise, as to 
make the spirit sturdy with no sufficient motive and no 
steady effort. The only school of stern quality is this 
very school of labor. If one’s personal wants are not 
urgent, the wants of the world are urgent, and thé 

| demand for labor was never more varied or universal 
than now, and never promised larzer remuneration. 
Not to hear the call, or not to obey it, is to rank one’s 
self w'th idlers and hangers-on in the kingdom of 
heaven. All well-devised work unites one at once to 
the great army of workers who redeem the world. 

Nor can there be any basis of sympathy and effective 
good-will between man and man but this of labor. The 
man who gives from his abundance—if give he does—with- 
out effort or self-denial, gives heedless!y and indifferently. 
If desire does not touch him deep enouzh for labor, it 
does not touch him deep enough for true love. Benevo- 
lence finds no basis broad enough and firm enough to 
build on worthily in an indolent temper. The only 
expression and measure of good-wi:l is sacrifice, and 
labor is the perpetual and divine form of sacrifice. 
Indolence is the associate of carelessness and indifference, 
and has not the entry to the earnest world of human 
toil and rest, hope and fear, victory and defeat. 

If it wes needful that our Lord and Saviour should be 
tempted in all points as we are, that he might be touched 

eflorts of two eminent physicians, who prepared | you say that the zeal of one of God’s servants is false | with our infirmities and bear our burdens, how much 
wooden tractors which were colored like steel, and zeal, while it is in the right direction. more must it be needful that each human spirit find its 
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way into human life by this one road of labor which 
mankind have so wearily traveled, 

If perchance an indolent temper is awakened to a 
transient feeling of kindness, it can have no wisdom in 
its manifestation, All the lessons of social progress are 
to be learned and applied in this very school of labor. 
How to make labor effective, how to direct it, how to 
lighten it,—these are the questions which the workers 
with God must ask and answer; and the revelation can 
come only to those occupied with the long, varied expe- 
riences of a thoroughly useful life. One who finds his 
own good in idleness will dream foolish, utopian dreams 
in any improvement he may propose of human life. The 
steep, laborious nature of the ascent to large prosperity, 
—this is the one conviction that must remain forever 
with us. A man can hardly retain, with a grateful heart, 
any blessings, unless he has tested and tried them in their 
relations to labor. The value of wealth is measured by 
the toil that has won it, or by the relief and aid it brings 
to toil in its use. Rarely do those who inherit gifts hold 
them with that generous, sensitive, thankful heart which 
belongs, in the poverty of the world, to so great a dis- 
tinction as that of wealth. Having entered into wealth 
without labor, if one uses it also without labor, it be- 
comes to him as a natural distinction, whose moral sig- 
nificance is hidden from him. He does not abide in the 
real richness of God’s favors,—the grateful acceptance 
they call forth. 
The amusements of the indolent are also especially 

dangerous to themselves and others. The indolent are 
self-indulgent; indolence is self-indulgence. The indo- 
lent cannot be amused by innocent relaxation. They are 
already relaxed. The indolent have no sufficient appre- 
ciation of the rights of others. They are accustomed to 
live, with little or no effort, on the fruits of the labors of 
those about them. It thus becomes a habit of mind with 
them to think of things and pleasures and persons as 
belonging to themselves. It is hardly possible for the 
indolent not to fall into debauch, It is their only refuge 
from ennui, The wealthy and the vicious, the indolent 
rich and the indolent poor, are very likely to affiliate in 
their amusements, and to turn them into vices, It rarely 
happens that an aristocrat class, or a wealthy class, re- 
spects the personal rights and the purity of the working 
clases ; and the one avenue at which profligacy and de- 
basement enter headlong is found in the amusements of 
indolent wealth. Th‘s is chiefly what is meant by the 
decay of luxury. It is a decay in the moral sense, a 
decay in sympathy, a decay in all the resources and sen- 
timents of manhood. 

Christian training—and all the more as Christianity 
gives so many new motives to work—needs to cling 
closely to the gospel of labor as that without which 
there cannot long be any gospel of love. If the thrift 
of Christian virtues in one generation is turned into 
the indolence of personal impulses in the next genera- 
tion, the plants of righteousness in the vineyard of God 
will prove barren, and the vineyard itself will lapse into 
the desert about it. 

University of Wisconsin. 
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SICKNESS SANCTIFIED. 

BY M. K. A. STONE. .| 

In considering the answer to Hezekiah’s prayer, we | 
have particularly to notice his petition for life. The 
king turns lis face to the wall, and pleads before God 
his own uprightness and integrity. He was under the 
old covenant, “Do this, and thou shalt live,” and he 
acted in perfect faith that God would perform his part. 
God’s promise to Israel was simply one of temporal 
blessings, and as such Hezekiah claimed it. This strong 
trust in God’s promise should teach us, as Christians, 
what a privilege and duty it is to hold God to his word. 
Our plea, indeed, is different from Hezekiah’s; we can- | 
not plead any works of our own, Wecome in the name 
of Another, whose perfect righteousness is put upon us. 
We stand on a higher plane than the Jew; ours is a 
more spiritual relation to the prayer-hearing God. Heze- 
kiah had little knowledge of the future life. To him, all 
beyond the tomb was dimness and uncertainty, and this 
gave force to his earnest prayer for prolonged days on | 
earth. And God took from the great storehouse of life 
which is in him, and added a few more years to the 
king’s life. 

In pledge of the truth of God’s promise, aspecial miracle | 
was wrought for Hezekiah. But what has the Christian as 
a pledge and proof of the Lord’s word to him? Our sun- 
dials go not backward; yet, though the fixed laws of | 
nature abide, we have the blessed witness of the Spirit | 
in our hearts,—a higher, more spiritual proof of God’s | 

truth. Even if the work within us be as yet small and 
faint, it is “‘ the earnest of the Spirit.” 

In Isaiah 39: 15 occurs an expression which opens 
the jubilant portion of Hezekiah’s song of thanksgiving 
for recovery. The King James Version here reads, “I 
shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul.” 
But our Revised Version gives the meaning correctly, 
“ because of the bitterness of my soul,” 

One almost fears to speak upon this passage, lest he 
should mar the exquisite delicacy of the thought, or 
make it seem gross and common, The new marginal 
reading gives as a substitute for “ go softly,” “ as in sol- 
emn procession.” It is as though Hezekiah saw in grate- 
ful vision the long processional of his days and years, in 
the sight of his people, going up before God, an anthem 
of praise to his deliverer, 

Sickness, sorrow, or suffering of any kind, when sanc- 
tified, has this softening effect. In remembrance of what 
we have felt and learned, we want to go softly, tenderly, 
gently. This shows itself in three ways: 

1. In tenderness of conscience. Having just learned 
more of our own weakness, we find the need of walking 
softly, tenderly, Asa man would walk over thin ice, 
looking around him on either side for something strong 
to rest upon, so will we do,—knowing that we must go 
over hard and trying places, and looking to Christ and 
the Holy Spirit in all our weakne*s and insufficiency. 

2. He who has been shaken by the hand of God, 
either physically or morally, must have learned a larger, 
tenderer charity for the weaknesses of others, for their 
doubts and wanderings. Sickness almost always brings 
something of this softening effect into the heart and life 
for a time. It chastens and subdues the angles and 
roughnesses of character. 

8. Sanctified sickness will produce softness of spirit 
before God. Our thoughts of him will be more loving, 
more grateful, more personal, We are apt to think of 
God as an abstraction; to talk of him as the chemist 
and the astronomer talk of the principles of science, or 
of the problem about which they do sums on their slates. 
But I shall think of him not as the great Ruler, the gen- 
eral Benefactor, but as my Friend, my Healer, the One | 
who has lifted me up from the gates of death. My voice 
as I utter his name will be tremulous with feeling, and 
soft with intensity and tenderness of love. 

The prophet gave the word to Judah’s king :— 
“ This sickness is appointed unto death ; ”’ 

And Hezekiah, smitten of this sting, 
Wept sore, and lifted up imploring breath. 

“ Lord, I am oppressed ; undertake for me! 
Recover m?, and make me live this day !” 

The prayer went up. And straightway, lo! we see 
God’s prophet pause upon his outward way, 

Ere yet the city’s middle court is pass.d, 
And backward turn, to give the healing word— 

With shadow-sign upon the dial cast— 
That all may know high Israel’s God hath heard. 

So sure, so fleet of wing, believing prayer! 
So kind, God’s answer the swift amrels bear. 

“THERE SHALL NO EVIL BEFALL THEE.” 

BY 8. W. WEITZEL. 

No evil! But, behold, how tempest-tossed ! 
Storms beat unhindered on the good man’s head. 

Heaven’s lightnings shatter, or the early frost 
Falls on the flower he loves, and leaves it dead. 

No evil ?—-in a world where sorrow sits 
Vigilant, jealous ; where a shadow flits 

Darkling beside each shape of happiness ?— 
Oh, deepest truth, most literal, tenderest ! 

There is no evil. Love is here to bless. 
Oh, wondrous transmutation! In his hand 
Who gives,—by his supreme command,— 

The clay is turned to gold, the ill to good. 
The lightning is his messenger ; his frost 

Chills not the root ; who knows God’s fatherhood 
Knows he rides safe, however tempest-tossed. 
There is no darkness; in love’s light ’tis lost. 

WANTED: A ‘NEW CRUSADE. 

BY MRS, A. F. RAFFENSPERGER, 

_ The crusade of the women against intemperance was 
a wonderful and wonder-working movement, Its results 
were not only immediate, but also far-reaching. The 
echo of those prayers offered in beer saloons and on wet 
pavements by God-fearing and humanity-loving women, | 
has not yet died away from the land. Children still un- 
born may bless God for that crusade of the Christian | 
women. 

That crusade was undertaken against a habit that was 

destroying the bodies and souls of those who were its 
captives. It was a movement more especially for the 
benefit of the youn. It is particularly for their benefit 
that we plead for a new crusade, against a habit that is 
destroying the intellects of our young men not only, but 
also our young women. Nor are people of mature aze 
unaffected by this habit—in fact, they «re often its worst 
victims, 

So we urge the need of a new uprising of Chris‘im 
women, and Christian men equally, and a vigorous cru- 
sade—not against the whiskey habit, nor against the 
opium habit, but agains: the great and spreading habit 
of reading trash ! 

Is such a movement uncalled for? Look at the im- 
mense quantity of trashy weekly papers—the frothy 
beer of literature—bought by the servant-girls, and 
other girls too, for the sake of the most unreal, coarse, 
debasing stories they contain! It i# not necessary to 
mention the papers by name. They advertise themselves 
by means of a half-sheet left at your door, in which is a 
blood-curdling story, illustrated by an equally blood- 
curdling picture; but the story stops at the most thrill- 
ing point, and your servant, who has neglected her work 
in order to read the “To be continued,’ cannot rest 
till she has gone to the news-stand and bought the whole 
sheet. And this is all, or nearly all, the mental stimulus 
the average servant gets. Is it any wonder that up and 
down the land we hear complaints of incompetent, im- 
pertinent, dissatisfied servants? With such distorted 
ideas of life as they are constantly receiving from the 
stories in the sensational newspaper, what else can one 
expect of them? 

Our young boys, especially from the age of twelve to 
sixteen, are drinking in, day and night, the fiery, deadly 
intoxication of the dime novel,—the poisoned whiskey of 
literature, It is almost profanity to call dime novels and 
namby-pamby weekly story-papers “literature,” but we 
are obliged thus to classify them, The effect of these books 
upon our boys cannot be ignored. Every town, every 
village, can furnish instances of boys—from Christian 
households too—who have made shipwreck of their own 
lives, and brought lasting sorrow upon their friends, 
through the influence of these dreadful dime novels. 
Every daily paper adds to the long list of boys who 
have run away from home to fight Indians, or play Bugs 
falo Bill or Dick Turpin. They are generally 
with old revolvers that have long been thrown aside as 
useless; but in their boyish hands, the weapons fre- 
quently manage to do deadly work, either upon those 
who carry them or those at whom they point them, after 
the fashion of their literary hero, the “ Freebooter of the 
West,’ whom they are trying to imitate, with a “ Stand, 
and deliver !” 

And can we condemn too strongly the daily papers 
that draw immense revenues from their reputation of 
gathering up and publishing all the details of every vile, 
indecent scandal? If there was not a demand for such 
papers, they would not be published. Who reads them ? 
Watch, for a few minutes, at any news-stand. Boys, 
young men, middle-aged men,—and, alas! women. The 
more unsavory the scandal, the greater the sale of the 
paper. Was ever the whiskey habit more debasing in 
its influence, more deadly in its results, both upon body 
and soul, than the habit here described? Is not a new 
crusade called for? 

So, too, there is the modern French novel, very like 
the French tipple, absinthe. And there are “society 
novels,” and third-rate romances, and goody-goody 
books,—none of them very bad, yet the habit of con- 
stantly reading them tends as surely to intellectual dis- 
sipation, as the constant use of stimulants tends to moral 
and physical degradation. Few of those who read these 
books habitually are capable of any sustained mental 
effort. A page of history would seem dry to them, and 
an essay by Macaulay—or anybody else—quite beyond 
their comprehension. 

But what can be done to rid the young of this habit of 
literary debauchery, and to remove the temptation from 
them? 

Perhaps we may here l¢arn a lesson from the crusad- 
ers. They replaced the saloon with the coffee-house. 
Men would drink something ; they substituted coffee for 
beer, made the surroundings of the coffee-house as attrac- 
tive as those of the saloon, offered the beverage at a 

_ cheaper rate, and so it came to pass that many who were 
in peril were saved. 

Cannot really good papers—daily papers—be made 
more attrattive? Might not our staid religious weeklies 
give us sprightly stories that even the servant-girls could 
appreciate and enjoy? Cannot the dime novel of the 
deadly sort be suppressed ? 
We can, at least, do as the housekeepers of Jerusalem 
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are reputed to have done—we can keep our own premises 
clean. 

And so we end as we began,— 
Crusade.” 

FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 

——_—_<g—_—_—_ 

AMY’S LESSON. 

BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 

“ Tf there is anything in this world that I despise, it is 
selfishness,” said Amy, looking up witha flash in her 
blue eyes, and a shake of her golden curls, as if she were 
challenging some one to oppose her. “The girl in this 
book is horrid, just horrid! She never makes a single 
sacrifice, she won’ give up her own way for anybody, 
and all the time she seems to think that she is perfectly 
lovely. Idislike that sort of character; don’t you, Uncle 
John?” appealing for sympathy to a gentleman who was 
reading his evening paper in a chair under the great 
oak-tree in the garden. 

Amy herself was cosily lying in a beautiful striped 
hammock which was swung in the very cosiest corner 
of the veranda. Her golden head rested on a scarlet 
pillow, and a light wrap of shetland wool lay in 
searlet meshes over her fleecy white dress. She made a 
pretty picture, and was as easy and luxurious as possible, 
in attitude and occupation. 

“ Yes, dear,” said Uncle John; “selfishness is very 
hateful. Few of us can endure it—in other people,” he 
added after a pause. 

“Now, Uncle John! That isn’t fair.” Amy’s tone 
was a little petulant, and a frown came on the smooth 
forehead as she returned to her interesting book. 

Presently, Aunt Nanny came, rather feebly, out from 
the parlor. She had been ill, and her face was very pale. 
It did not enter Amy’s mind that aunty would like to 
be pillowed in the hammock, not even when Uncle John, 
springing to his feet, gave his arm to the invalid, and, 
resigning his own chair, seated her in it, taking a less 
comfortable one himself. 
“Amy! Amy darling Ls 

who called. 
“ Well, mother!” 
“T want you, dear, to go upon an errand. 

once, Amy.” 
“Can’t Johnny go, mamma? 
The little figure in the hammock did not move until 

an answer was returned, in quite decided tones. 
“No, Amy; I want you.” 
“That’s always the way. Just as I get to the very 

best part of a story, I always have to leave it. Nobody 
else is ever interrupted as I am.” 

“Poor Amy!” said Aunt Nanny. “She would be so 
sweet if she were not so very selfish. Is it not a pity?” 
And Uncle John observed, “ Yet she does not think 

herself selfish.” 
“She is not wholly selfish,” said grandpa, who had 

observed the littlescene. “She is always ready to share a 
treat with others, and she is very amiable so long as she is 
having a pleasant time, and is not disturbed in her own 

“Wanted: A New 

This time it was mamma 

Come at | 

725 

claimed ke ¥ I am EES so proud of tg He is 
so kind and good. He can’t be well.” 

“ Malaria,” suggested brother Guy, gravely. 
“For my part,” said Aunt Nanny, “I can only ob- 

serve that my husband never in his life acted in this 
way before; and it does look very strange.” 
“John!” said grandpa, coming round the corner of 

the house. 
“Well?” replied the person addressed. 
“Tf you are going to the village, will you call at 

Smith’s for me, and leave a message ?”’ 
“H-m-m!” replied Uncle John doubtfully. “Tocall 

at Smith’s will take me a half-mile out of my way. Can’t 
Rufus go?” 

The manner was in exact imitation of Amy’s usftal 
tone when her mother proposed an errand for her. 
Amy recognized it, and colored, but said nothing. 
“ For that matter,” began grandpa, severely. 
But UncleWohn interrupted him. 
“Oh! T’ll go, of course.” Then in a lower tone, audi- 

ble to Amy, but not to grandpa, “I never do plan out a 
morning for myself, that everybody does not break in 
with half a dozen things that somebody else could do 
perfectly well. If I could only be let alone for once!” 

“Uncle John!” exclaimed Amy, “I never talk so; I 
never make myself so disagreeab!e. There!” 

“ Pray, who said you did?” answered Uncle John, as 
if in great surprise. “There was no reference to Amy 
that I heard.” 
Amy was silent and thoughtful. The day wore on. 

At dinner, unexpected guests came, and it was necessary 
for some one to wait. It must be either Amy or Johnny. 
Johnny had been obliged to wait so often that te-day, 
particularly as he had an engagement with his base-ball 
nine, his mother thought it better that Amy should do 
so. Amy was, as usual, beginning, “I think it’s really 
too bad, mamma; I always am obliged to—” when a 
quizzical look in Uncle John’s eye stopped her. 

A week later, in a twilight talk with mamma, one of 
the sweet confidential talks which girls and mothers 
sometimes have, Amy confessed that she was trying to 

overcome her fault. 
“T see how hateful it looks in others,” she said. 

“Truly, mamma, I never thought of it before; and I did 
not know that I was so much like that wretched girl in 
the story I read, until I saw Uncle John acting precisely 
as I had been doing. Now, mother dear, won’t you give 
me a text to help me along?” 
And her mother gave her this one: “ For even Christ 

pleased not himself.” 

A LOOK AHEAD. 
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS FOR 1887. 

Studies in the Old Testament. 
FIRST QUARTER. 

January 2. 
Gen. 1 : 26-31; 2: 1-3. Memory verses : 2 : 1-3. 

In the reginning God created the heaven and tne ea~th. 
1. The Beginnin 
Golden Text. 

Gen. il: L 
January 9. 

2. Sin and Death. 
pursuits. That little outburst about the heroine of the 
story was quite genuine. Amy only needs to see herself | 
as others see her, to turn over a new leaf.” 

“T wish Amy might have an object lesson,” said Aunt 
Nanny, who was now reposing in the hammock, to which 
she had been gently lifted by Uncle John. “John, dear, 
cannot we give the dear child the sort of picture lesson 
she needs?” 4 
“You cannot, Nanny,” said Uncle John; 

try my skill at playing the part of bear.” 
“but I will 

Gen. 3: 1-6, 17-19. Memory verses : 17-19, 
Golden Text. By one mau sin entered into the world, and death by sin. 

Rom. 5: 12 
January 16. 

3. Cain and Abel. Gen. 4: %16. Memory verses : 912. 
Golden Text. Am 1 my brother's keeper? Gen. 4: 9 

January 23. 
4. Noah and the Ark. Gen. 6: $22. 
Golden Text. 

him. Gen.7 

Memory verses : 17, 18. 
— did according unto all that the Lord commanded 

January 30. 
Pe ag Call of Abram. Cien. 12: 1-9. Memory verses: 1-3. 

ext. I will bless Te and make thy name great; and thou 
shalt be’ be a blessing. Gen. 12: 

Pecan 6. 
6. Lot’s Choice. Gen, 13:1-13. Memory verses: $11. 
Golden Text, Seek ye first the kingdom + * 

Next morning when Amy, book in hand, came to the | 
veranda, she found Uncle John in possession of the ham- 
mock. He hardly looked up in reply to her ‘Good-morn- i 
ing;” and when, after a few moments, 
appeared, he went on reading as if he did not see her. 

“Uncle John, Aunt Nanny is here!” said Amy. 
“Oh! my dear, I’m glad you feel well enough to come 

out of doors,” said he, hardly turning his héad, while 
his wife sank wearily into the first chair. 

Amy’s eyes were widely 
behavior, indeed ! 
“Why, uncle!” she exclaimed, “I should think you 

would let Aunt Nanny have the hammock. 
the nicest place for an invaiid ! ” 

“Oh! is it? I didn’t know. 
must have it,’ 

opened. This was peculiar 

Well, I smppose she 
he said, rising, with a shrug of his shoul- 

ders, but assisting the lady in, nevertheless. “I don’t know | 
why I must always be the person to be disterbed,” he 
said, with a grimace and a yawn, as he strolleal away. 
“What can be the matter with Uncle John?” ex- 

Aunt Nanny | 

It’s much | 

Matt. 6 : 33. 
February 13. 

MP God's Covenant with Abram. Ge. .5:518. Memory verses: 
” “Golde n Text. Fear not, Abram - 1 am thy shield, and thy exceeding 
great reward. Gen. 15: 1 

February 20. 
8. Abraham Pleading for Sodom. 

verses : 23-25. 
Golden Te. xt. 

Gen. 18 : 23-33. 
In Wrath remember mercy. Hab. 3: 2 

February 27 
9. Destruction of Sodom. Gen. <_< wy 26. Meniory verses 
Golden Text. Escape for thy life. Gen 

March 6. | 
ae. Abraham Offering Isaac. Cie. i. Memory verses : 

ox 
iden Text. God will provide himse! aiun for a burnt-offering. 

Gen. 22: 8. 
| March i3 

11. Jacob at Bethel. Gen. 28; i022. Me oory verses: 1-17 
Golden Text. Surely the Lord is ju tais »lacs ton, B° 16. 

March 20. 
12. Jacob's New Name. Gen. i. - 
Golden Text. 

| 2,230. Me.nory verses : 28-30. 
| Gen. 32 : 26. 

| 

And he said, I will not let thee go, ex--cpt taoa bless me. 
March 27. 

13. Review ; Temperance Lesson, Gen. 9: 18-27; Missionary Lesson 
Gen, 18 : 17-26. 

SECOND QUARTER 
April 3. 

pt. Gen. 37: 2336. Memory verse® ; 3 &. ih Sold into a. 
was with Joseph, and showed him mercy. 

| 
tiouton zt. But the Lo 

Joa, and his righteousness. | 

Memory | 

: 15, 16. | 26 

ate Ww. 
2. senege Exalted. Gen. 41: 3848. Memo 3840. 
Golden Text. Commit th: wey "uaee the Lord ; trust also | in him; and 

he shall bring it to pass. 
April 17. 

‘ 3. J Makes Mimself Known, Gen. 45: 1-15. Memory 
crea 
Golden Text, Overcome evil with good. Rom. 12: 21. 

April &. 
4.2 and His Father. Gen. 47: 1-12. Memory verses : 10-12. 
Golden father one mother which is the first ¢om- 

mandment with fyemiee’ Eph. 6: ad . 
Stan 1. 

5. Israel ia Egypt. Exod. 1: 614. Memory verses : 12-14. 
Golden Text. He increased d his people greatly ; and made tbens stronger 

than theirenemies. Psa, I 
May 8. 

Exod, 2 : 1-10. mae 93 | verses : 7-10 
The Lord is thy keeper. Pau. 121 : 5. 

May 16. 
7. The Call of Moses. Exod. 3: 1-12. Memory verses : 25. 
nen ace Text. 1 will be thy mouth, and teach thee What thou shalt say. 

x 
May 2. 
: +4. Memory verses ; 14, 14. 

is sacrificed 

6. The Child Moses. 
Golden Text. 

8. The Passever. Exod. 12 
Golden Text. Christ. our Passover for us. 1 Cor. 5: 

May 29. 
oa The Red Sea. Exod. 14: 1931. Memory verses: 19-21. 
volden Text. When thou passest through the waters, I will be — 

oun end through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee. Isa. 43: 
June 5. 

10. The Manna. Exod. 16: 412. Memory verses : 
Golden Text. Jesus said unto them. I'am the bread of tke: John 6: 3% 

June 12. 
ll. The € and t Exod. 2: 1-11. Memory verses ; +11. 
Golden Text. Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy beart. Matt. 22 : 37, 
June 19. 

12. The Coenen. Exod. 2: 12-21. Memory verses : 12-17. 
Golden Text. Thollfshalt love thy neighbour as thyself. “Matt. 22 : 39, 

June 2%. 
13. Review ; Temperance Lesson, Lev. 10: I-11; 

: 20-29, 
Missionary Lesso 

Exod, % bs 

Studies in the Gospel according to Matthew. 

THIRD QUARTER. 

July 3. 
1. ae Infant Jesus. Matt.2:1-12. Memory verses: 

xt. Thou shalt call his name Jesus : for he shall, save his 
mH ae their sins, Matt. 1; 21. 

July 10, 
pt. Matt. 2: 13-23. Memory verses: oe 

me, because he delighted in me. Psa. 18 
July 17. 

Bapt Matt. 3:1-12, Memory verses : 11, 12. 
Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance. Matt, 

July 2%. 
4. The Beauties of Jesus. Matt. 3:13-17. Memory verses : 117. 

: = Text. is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. Matt. 
a July 31. 
5. The Temptation of Jesus. Matt.4: 1-11. Memory verses: 14 
Golden Tert. @ is able to succor them that are tempted. Heb, 2: 18, 

August 7. 
6. Jesus in Galilee. Matt. 4: 17-25. Memory verses : 18-20. 
Golden Text. The people which sat in darkness saw great light. 

4:16 
August 14, 

+ The Beatitudes. Matt.5: 1-16. Memory verses : 3-11. 
den Text. Grace and truth came by Jesus “hrist. John: 

August 21. 
8. Jesus and the Law. Matt. 5: 17-26. Memory verses : 17-19. 
Golden Text. Think not that I am come to destro: ~ poms or the 

prophets : I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. Matt. 5: 
August 28. 

bs ). Breer ¥ widow Display. Matt. 6: 1-15. Memory verses : 7-15. 
Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord 

\ Looketh on the heart. 1 Sam. 16 : 7. 
September 4. 

10. bes avg im Our Heavenly Father. Matt. 6 

. The Flight inte 
Golden Text. He delive 

3. John the 
¢ — Text. 

Matt. 

: 24434. Memory 
Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 

| September Li. 
| Il. Golden Prece Matt. 7: 1-12. Memory verses : 7-11. 
| Golden Text. Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
‘ do to you, do yeevensotothem. Matt.7: 12 
| 
| September 18. 

12. Solemn Warnings. Matt.7: 13-29. Memory verses: 14, M4. 
Golden Text. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 

down, and cast into the fire. Matt. 7: 19. 
September 2. 

123. Review ; Temperance Lesson, Rom. 13 : #14; Missionary Lesson, 
Matt. 4: 12-16. 

| | 

| FOURTH QUARTER. 

October 2. 
. The Centurion’s Faith, Maitt.§ .513. Memory verses : $10. 

, Golden Text. I have not found so great faith, no, notin Israel. Matt 

October 8. 
Stilled. Matt. 8 :13-27. Memory verses : 2427. 

Vhy are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Matt. 8 : 26. 
October 16. 

ve Sims. Matt.9:13. Memory verses 
m of man hath power on edrth to forgive oan 

October 23. 
4. Three Miracles. Matt. 9 : 15-31. 

2. The Tem 
Golden Text. 

3. Power to For 
ow ys A cae The 

Memory verses : 23-26, 
Golden Text, According to your faith be it unto you. Matt. 9: 2% 

| { 

| 
October 30. ” 

5. The siowrvens : and the Laborers. Matt. 9: 5-38; 10: 1&8 
SES : 

| freely ye have received, freely give. | ' November 6. 
Christ. Matt. 10 

Matt. 10 : 8, 

6. Confessin: : 3242. Memory verses : 37-39. 
Golden Text. hosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him 

| will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. Matt. 10: ee. 
| November 13. 
| re Christ's Witness te Johm. Matt.11:2!5. Memory verses: 

Golden Text. He was a burning and ashinin;turhnt. John 5:3. 
| November 20. 

8. Jud entand Merey. Matt. 11 :2030. Memory verses: 
Golden Text. Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heav y by hea! 

I will give you rest. Matt. ib: 4 
November 77. 

9. Jesus and the Sabbath. Matt. 12: 1}-l4. Memory verses: 10-12 
Golden Text. It is lawful to do well on the sabbath days. Matt. 12: 12 

December 4. 
10. Parable of the Sower. Matt. 13:1-9 Memory verses : 30. 

Golden Text. The seed ws the word of God. Lukes: 1. 
December 11. 

11. Parable ofthe Tares. Mait.13:%-3. Memory verses 27-30. 
Golden Text. The harvest is the end of the world; 

the angels. Matt. 13: 
December 18. 

t. Parables. Matt. 13 : 31-33; 4452. Memory verses : 44-6. 
| ‘Golden Text. ®o shall it be at the end of the world : the angels shall 
ceme forth, and sever ae wicked frum among the just. Matt 

December 25. 
or, lesson selected by the selooi, 

und the reapers are 

i3. Keview ; 
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LESSON HELPS. 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 

[Fourth Quarter, 1885.] 
& November 22.—Hezekilah's Good Reign 
9. Nov. 29.— 

10. December 6.—The Sinful Nation 

2 Kings 18 ; 1-12 
Hezekiah’s Prayer Answered..2 Kings 20: 1-17 

11, December 13.—The Suffering Saviour 
12 December 20.~The Gracious [Nvitation,,......cccceccsercsseeree 
13. December 27,—Review. 

Isa. 53: 1-12 
18a, 55: 1-11 

LESSON IX., SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1885. 

Tite: HEZEKIAH’S PRAYER ANSWERED. 

LESSON TEXT. 

(2 Kings 20: 1-17.) 
COMMON VERSION, 

1, In those days was IHéz-e-ki’ah 
sick unto death, And the prophet 
I-si.‘lah the son of A’m6z came to 
him, and said unto him, Thus 
saith the Lorp, Set thine house 
ia order; for thou shalt die, and 
not live. 

2. Then he turned his face to 
the wall, and prayed unto the 
Lorp, saying, 

8. I beseech thee, O Lorp, re- 
member now how I have walked 
before thee in truth and with a 
perfect heart, and have done that 
which is good in thy sight. And 
Héz-e-ki’ah wept sore. 

4. And it came to pass, afore 
I-si’iah was gone out into the 
middle court, that the word of 
the Lorp came to him, saying, 

6. Turn again, and tell Héz-e- 
ki’ah the captain of my people, 
Thus saith the Lorp, the God of 
Da’vid thy father, I have heard 
thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: 
behold, I will heal thee: on the 
third day thov shalt go up unto 
the house of the Lorp. 
-6, And I will add unto thy days 

fifteen years; and I will deliver 
thee and this city out of the hand 
of the king of As-syr’i-a; and I 
will defend this city for mine 
own sake, and for my servant 
Da'vid's sake. 

7. And I-siiah said, Take a 
lump of figs. And they took 
and laid i# on the boil, and he 
recovered. 
8 And Héz-e-ki’ah said unto 

l-siiah, What shall be the sign 
that the Lorp will heal me, and 
that I shall go up into the house 
of the Lorp the third day ? 
9 And I-siViah said, This sign 

shalt thou have of the Lorp, that 
the Lorp will do the thing that 
he hath spoken : shall the shadow 
go forward ten degrees, or go back 
ten degrees ? 

10. And Héz-e-ki‘ah answered, 
It is a light thing for the shadow 
to go down ten degrees: nay, but 
let the shadow return backward 
ten degrees. 

1). And I-si’lah the prophet 
cried unto the Lorp: and he 
brought the shadow ten degrees 
backward, by which it had gone 
down in the dial of A’haz. 

12. At that time Be-rd’dach- 
bal’a-dan the son of Bal‘a-dan, 
king of Biab’y-lon, sent letters 
and a present unto Héz-e-ki‘ah : 
for he had heard that Héz-e-ki’ah 
had been sick. 

18. And Héz-e-ki’ah hearkened 
unto them, and shewed them all 
the house of his precious things, 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
spices, and the precious ointment, 
and ak the house of his armour, 
and all that was found in his 
treasures : there was nothing in 
his house, nor in all his dominion, 
that Héz-e-ki’ah shewed them not. 

14. Then came I-si’iah the 
prophet unto king Hé&z-e-ki’ah, 
and said unto him, What said 
these men? and from whence 
came they unto thee? And | 
Héz-e-ki’ah said, They are come 
from a far country, even from 
Bab’y-lon. 

15. And he said, What have | 
they seen in thine house? And 
Héz-e-ki’ah answered, All the 

'See2Chr xxxii, 2. 
middle court, 
ti go bac a &e, 
xxxix. Merodach-baladun. 
house, Or je la 

£Or, our of 

rs ” for” ay 
® n ine ;" and, ‘In verses 13 and 15, 

REVISED VERSION. 
1 1In those days was Hezekiah 

sick unto death. And Isaiah 
the prophet the son of Amoz 
came to him, and said unto 
him, Thus saith the Lorp, Set 
thine house in order ; for thou 

2 shalt die, and not live. Then 
he turned his face to the wall, 
and prayed unto the Lorp, say- 

3 ing, Remember now, O Lorp, 
1 beseech thee, how I have 
walked before thee in truth 
and with a perfect heart, and 
have done that which is good 
in thy sight. And Hezekiah 

4 wept sore. And it came to 
pass, afore Isaiah was gone 
Zout into *the middle part of 
the city, that the word of the 
Lorp came to him, saying, 

5 Turn again, and say to Heze- 
kiah the ‘prince of my people, 
Thus saith the Lorp, the God 
of David thy father, I have 
heard thy prayer, I have seen 
thy tears: behold, I will heal 
thee : on the third day thou 
shalt go up unto the house of 

6the Lorp. And I will add 
unto thy days fifteen years; 
and I will deliver thee and 
this city out of the hand of the 
king of Assyria; and I will de- 
fend this city for mine own 
sake, and for my servant Da- 

7 vid's sake, And Isaiah said, 
Take a cake of figs. And they 
took and laid it on the boil, 

8 and he recovered. And Heze- 
kiah said unto Isaiah, What 
shall be the sign that the Lorp 
will heal me, and that I shall 
go up unto the house of the 

9 Lorp the third day? And Isa- 
iah said, This shall be the sign 
unto thee from the Lorp, that 
the Lorp will do the thing 
that he hath spoken: Sshall 
the shadow go forward ten 
*steps, or go back ten steps? 

| 10 And Hezekiah answered, It is 
a light thing for the shadow to 
decline ten steps; nay, but let 
the shadow return backward 

ll ten steps. And Isaiah the 
prophet cried unto the Lorp: 
and he brought the shadow 
ten steps backward, by which 
it had gore down on the 7 dial 
of Ahaz. 

12 *At that time *Berodach- 
baladan, the son of Baladan, 
king’*of Babylon, sent letters 
and a present unto Hezekiah: 
for he had heard that Heze- 

13 kiah had been sick. And 
Hezekiah hearkened unto 
them, and shewed them all 
the house of his precious 
things, the silver, and the 
gold, and the spices, and the 
precious oil, and "the house 
of his “armour, and all that 
was found in his treasures: 
there was nothing in his house, 
nor in all his dominion, that 
Hezekiah shewed them not. 

14 Then came Isaiah the prophet 
unto king Hezekiah, and said 
unto him, What said these 
men? and from whence came 
they untothee? And Hezekiah 
said, They are come from a 
fur country, even from Baby- | 

15 lon. And he said, What have 
they seen in thine house? And 
Hozekiah answered, All that is 

According to another reading, the 
40r, leader 8dr the shadow ix gume ‘orward ten steps, shali 
€or, degrees * Heb, stens, 8See 2 Chr. xxxii. 31. 9In Isa. 

WOr, spicery Another reading is, al the 

orien Committee woula substitute “Jehovah” for “the 
) wherever it oveurs ; are in verses 1, 15, and ~ 

* in verse 4, “ before re; in verse 15, “my” # 
showed ” tor * shewed.” 

things that are in mine house 
have they seen: there is nothing 
among my treasures that I have 
not shewed them. 

16. And I-si’iah said unto Héz-e- 
ki’ah, Hear the wordof the Lorn. 

17. Behold, the days come, that 
all that is in thine house, and 
that which thy fathers have laid 
up in store unto this day, shall be 
carried unto Bab’y-lon : nothing 
shall be left, saith the Lorp. 

in mine house have they seen: 
there is nothing among my 
treasures that I have not 

16 shewed them. And Isaiah said 
unto Hezekiah, Hear the word 

17 of the Lorp. Behold, the days 
come, that all that is in thine 
house, and that which thy 
fathers have laid up in store 
unto this day, shall be carried 
to Babylon : nothing shall be 
left, saith the Lorn. 

LESSON PLAN. 

Toric OF THE QUARTER : Our Very Present Help. 

Lesson Toric: Help Through Holy Prophets. 

1. Stimulating Prayer, vs. 1-3. 
Lesson OUTLINE : { 2. Bestowing Comfort, vs. 4-11. 

3. Uttering Rebuke, v. 12-17. 

GotpEen Text: The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble. 
—Psa. 20: 1. 

Dairy Home REApriNas: 
M.—2 Kings 20: 1-17. Help through holy prophets. 
T.—2 Chron. 36-14-23. Prophetic help despised. 
W.—Matt. 23 : 29-89. The prophets slain. 
T.—Jonah 3:1-10. Prophetic help heeded. 
F.—2 Pet. 1: 12-21. Source of prophetic power. 
$.—Acts 3: 19-26. Chief of the prophets. 
$.—Heb. 1: 1-14; 2:1. Whom to heed. 

LESSON ANALYSIS. 

I. STIMULATING PRAYER. 
4. The Sick King: 

In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death (1). 
In those pore Hezekiah was sick even unto death (2 Chron. 32 : 24). 
Hezekiah... had been sick (Isa. 38 : 9). 
> Lord... bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up (1 Sam. 

: 6). 
Why - sad, seeing thou art not sick? (Neh. 2 : 2.) 
il, The Grievous Announcement : 

Thou shalt die, and not live (1). 
Isaiah ... said... Thou shalt die, and not live (Isa. 38 : 1). 
The child also that is born unto thee shall surely die oo Sam, 12 : 14). 
Thou foolish one, this night is thy soul required (Luke 12 : 20). 
They shali carry thee out (Acts 5 : 9). 
ill, The Earnest Prayer: 

Then he... prayed.... And Hezekiah wept sore (2, 3). 
Hezekiah turned his face to the wall, and pray ne (Isa. 38 : 2). 
Recover thou me, and make me to live (Isa. 38 : 16). 
I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me (Psa. 30 : 2). 
The prayer of faith shall save him that is sick (Jas. 5: 5). 

1, ‘*Set thine house in order.”” A man ought always to have his 
house in order. Nosummons should find him unprepared. But, 
if his house is not in ofder, he ought to set it in order at once. 
Even now the last summons may be on its way. 

2. ‘‘ His face to the wall.”’ In the deepest struggles of the soul, we 
desire to be alone with God. There are times when no man can 
help us, and all that we can do is to throw ourselves upon the 
love and mercy and sympathy of our Father. 

8. ** With a perfect heart.’’ With a whole heart; for that is what 
a perfect heart means. God wants no half-hearted service from 
any of his children. He wants the whole heart of every child of 

And why should we proffer him less? 

II. BESTOWING COMFORT, 
1. In Answered Prayer: 
Say to Hezekiah... I have heard thy prayer (5). 

Go, and say to Hezekiah . . I have heard thy Bit (Isa. 38 : 5). 
He inclined unto me, and heard my wy (Psa. 40 : 
O thou that wi ° prayer (Psa. 65 : 2). 
Thy prayers... have gone up for a ‘memorial bie God (Acts 10: 4). 
il. In Restored Health : : 

I will heal thee... . And he recovered (5, 7). 
Hezekiah . . . was recovered of his mea (Isa. 38 : 9). 
Who healeth all thy diseases (Psa. 103 
He healeth ... And bindeth up their ~ d (Psa. 147 : 3). 
Say the w ord, and my servant shall be healed (Matt. 8 : 8). 
lil. In Miraculous Confirmations : 

The Lord... — the shadow ten steps backward (11). 
No man can do these si; . except God be with him a 3 : 2). 
A man approved of G - by m ighty works (Acts 2: 
God also bearing witness . th by signs and Seetho’ Hen. 2 4). 
A ge ing hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1 : 3). 

1, ‘‘I have seen thy tears.’’ Honest tears are eloquent advocates. 
As Svicenaee of a a and contrite heart they prevail with 
Gox 
‘*Unto the house of the Lord.”” Not unto the house of amuse- 
ment and merry-making. He who expects undying pleasure in 
the Father’s house on high, ought to find satisfying pleasure in 
the Father's house below. 
“This shall be the sign.”” God never hesitates to give a sign 
when the necessities of men demand it; but he never gives asi 
merely to satisfy the curious or the cav illing. His most convin- 
cing sign to-day is “the earnest of the Spirit.’”’ ‘Quat is a sign 
which we all may have. 

Ill. UTTERING REBUKE. 
1. Worldly Affiliations : 
The... king of Babylon, sent letters and a present (12). 
Make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land (Judg. 2:2. 
Separate yourselves from the peoples of the land (Ezra 10; 11). 
A man’s gift maketh room for him (Prov. 18 : 16). 
Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers (2 Cor. 6 : 14). 
ll. Vain Display: 

TTezckiah .. . shewed them all... his tin things (13). 
Every man walketh in a vain shew (Psa. 39 : 
Love vaunteth not itself, is not — up (1 vor. 13 : 4) 
Let us not be v a (Gal. 5 : 26). 
Doing nothing. 

no 

¥ 

. through vainglory (Phil. 2 : 3). 
ill. impending ween 

The days come, that... nothing shalt be left (17). 
| They shall be carried to Babylon (Jer. 27 : 22). 
| Lo, the daysshall come... that they shall take you away (Amos 4:2). 
| Days shall come... when thine enemies shall... compass thee 

(Luke 19: 43). 
How shall we escape, if we neglect? (Heb. 2 : 3.) 

1. “Sent letters and a present." Possibly asa disinterested expres- 
sion of good-will ; but probably as a favorable means of securing 
some ultimate favor or adv antage. Some people are to be feared 
most when they bring ifts. 

God lays 2. ““Shewed them all.’ ncealment is at times a duty. 
it upon us to guard the very knowledge of some of his gifts to us, 
aS a sac possession. Our hearts are not to be laid bare to 
every ry body. 

3. * “Nothing shall be left.” Honor God, and all is added ; forsake 
God, and all is gone. To him that hath, shall be given; from 
him’ who hath not, everything shall be taken. That is a rule 
which must be reckoned with, in every life. 

LESSON BIBLE READING. 

PROPHETS—TRUE AND FALSE, 

1. True Prophets: 
Are prophets of God (Ezra 5 : 2). 
Are messengers of God (2 Chron. 86 : 15; Isa. 44 : 26). 
Are servants of God (Jer. 35 : 15). 
Are watchmen of Israel (Ezek. 3: in. 
Speak for God (Hos. 12:10; Heb. 1: 1). 
Speak by the Holy Ghost (Lake 1 : 67; 2 Pet. 1: 21). 
os in God’s name (2 Chron. 33 : 18’; Jas. 5 : 10): 
Speak God’s messages truly (Deut. 18 : 20; Jer. 26: 2). 
Speak fearlessly (Ezek. 2:6; 3: 8, 9). 

2. False Prophets: 
Are numerous (Matt. 24:11; 1 John 4 : 1), 
Are not sent of God (Jer. 14: 14; 29: 31). 
Testify —— (Jer. 23 : 16, 17. 31). 
Do wond works (Mark 13 : 22; st 18 : 13). 
May be judged by their fruits Mat. 7 : 16-! 0). 
Sent to test the saints (Deut. 13 : 3; Matt. 24 : 24). 
Must be shunned igo Ps : Sed Eph. : 6). 
Are misled of God (Eze §. 
They and their > Ba maa (Jer. 20:6; Ezek. 14 : 10). 

LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 

Israel had fallen. The siege of Samaria begun by Shal- 
maneser had been terminated by Sargon, and the power of the 
Northern Kingdom was now forever broken. For a brief 
period it seemed as if Jerusalem must immediately fall before 
Assyria as Samaria had fallen. 

At the very moment, however, when Judah lay open to the 
invader, Sargon was called away by the rebellion, against 
Assyria, of Merodach-baladan, who had proclaimed himself 
king of Babylon. The first struggle with Merodach-baladan 
was short, and it ended favorably to Sargon, who, however, 
was not able to push his way into Babylon. New troubles 
also had broken out in the eastern provinces of Assyria, 
and it was ten years before the Assyrian king could turn again 
to Judah. Then Tartan, one of Sargon’s generals, opened a 
campaign against the Palestinian confederacy, and captured 
Ashdod (Isa. 20 : 1), the chief fomenter of disaffection among 
the Palestinian cities. In one inscription, Sargon boasts that 
he had subdued Judah ; which may only mean that Hezekiah, 
seeing the fate of Ashdod and Gaza, had prudently submitted 
to the conqueror. From Palestine the Assyrian armies were 
called away to Babylon, for the final struggle with Merodach- 
baladan. 

It was probably about the time of Tartan’s invasion that 
Hezekiah’s sickness took place ; for fifteen years of life were 
then. promised to him, and he reigned twenty-nine years. 
This places his sickness in the fourteenth year of his reign, 
the year of Tartan’s invasion. With this agrees the note that 
Merodach-baladan’s ambassadors came to him “at that time,” 
—-since this must have taken place before Merodach-baladan 
had been finally overthrown by Sargon. According to this 
arrangement of events, 2 Kings 20 stands chronologically bee 
fore 2 Kings 18, 19; and this gives point to the promised 
deliverance from the king of Assyria, in 20 : 6, which was ful- 
filled in 19 ; 35, 

It was ten years after Sargon’s invasion that the invasion of 
Sennacherib, son and successor to Sargon, took place, as 
recorded in 2 Kings 18:13 ff. The word “fourteenth” in 
this verse is possibly a copyist’s error for “twenty-fourth.” 

While the chronological arrangement of Hezekiah’s reign, 
in the light of the monuments, is not yet in all respects clear, 
the scheme given above seems to be the one least beset with 
difficulties. The device by which the older harmonists recon- 
ciled the difficulties of the text—that of identifying Sargon 
with Sennacherib—must be given up. The monuments show 
that Sennacherib was Sargon’s son and successor. The out- 
lines of Hezekiah’s reign may therefore be tentatively tabu- 
lated as follows : 

| |Hezekiah’s Accession..... 2 Kings 18 : 1 ff......... B.C. 724, 
\Fall of Israel............... 2 Kings 18 : 9-12........ B.C, 721. 
|Hezekiah’s Sickness...... 2 Kings 20 : 1-11........ B.C. 712-711 
Merodach-baladan sends 

an Embassy...............! 2 Kings 20 : 12-20...... B.C. 712-711 
n’s Invasion.......... Isaiah 20: 1 ff............ B.C, 711. 

Sennacherib’s Invasion...) 2 Kings 18:13 to 19: 37; B.C. 702-701 
Death of Hezekiah........) 2 Kings 20 : 21........... B.C, 695. 

CRITICAL NOTES. 

BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 

Verse 1.—In those days: A somewhat indefinite expression, 
implying that what is about to be narrated belongs, in a gen- 
eral sense, to the same period as that which has gone before. 
The preceding section (2 Kings 18 : 13 to 19 : 37), which gives 
an account of the invasion of Sennacherib, the disaster which 
befell his army, and his assassination, begins with a definite 
statement of time, “in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah.” 
It is plain that his sickness must also have occurred in that 
same year. For his life was prolonged fifteen years (2 Kings 
20:6), and twenty-nine years was the entire length of his 
reign (2 Kings 18:2). But it is also plain, from the narrative, 
that this sickness must have been prior to some of the oceur- 
rences before narrated. It must have preceded the overthrow 
of Sennacherib’s army and his precipitate retreat, as isshown 
by the promise of deliverance in 2 Kings 20:6. It must have 
preceded the enormous tribute paid in the hope of making 
terms with the king of Assyria (2 Kings 18 : 14-16), by which 
he exhausted the treasures of both the temple and the palace. 
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For to the ambassadors who came to congratulate him on his 
recovery, he exhibited these treasures with pride and ostenta- 
tion (2 Kings 20:13). It hence appears that, while 2 Kings 
20 belongs to the same date as 2 Kings 18 : 13, the entire inter- 
vening narrative does not fall within that year. But having 
begun the account of Sennacherib, the sacred writer continues 
it to its close before proceeding to detail what he has farther 
to say about Hezekiah. Sennacherib’s death (2 Kings 19: 37) 
did not occur until several years after the miraculous loss of 
his army. The Assyrian monuments, which corroborate in 
the most exact and remarkable manner many of the inspired 
statements respecting the successes of Sennacherib, and the 
tribute imposed by him upon Hezekiah, show that his ill-fated 
expedition could not have occurred before the twenty-fourth 
year of Hezekiah’s reign. Assyrian scholars differ as to the 
question whether 2 Kings 18 : 14-16 belongs to the same ex- 
pedition with the verses that follow. In the fourteenth year 
of Hezekiah, when Sennacherib made his first expedition (2 
Kings 18:13), the latter had not yet ascended the throne; but 
he bore titles which show that he was associated with his 
father Sargon (Isa. 20:1), whom he doubtless accompanied 
upon this occasion. He is there called “king of Assyria” by 
anticipation — Was Hezekiah sick unto death: The illness was 
to all appearance mortal, and would have terminated fatally 
but for divine interposition. The opinion has been advocated 
that Sennacherib’s army was cut off by a sudden outbreak of 
the plague (2 Kings 19 : 35), and that the same malady had 
befallen Hezekiah; but the fact that this was several years 
before the infliction upon the Assyrian army refutes that view. 
—Set thine house in order: Literally, “Command thine house,” 
or; “Give command concerning thine house.” Give your last 
directions; make your final disposition of affairs.—Thou shalt 
die, and not live: The statement is made more emphatic by 
being made in both a positive and a negative form. So far as 
natural causes were concerned, there could be but one issue to 
his disease. No human resource could stay the rapid approach 
of death. 

Verse 2.—Then he turned his face to the wall: Not because 
that was in the direction of the sanctuary, but for greater 
privacy. He turned away from his attendants, and from all 
that were in the room, that he might speak alone with God 
without being disturbed or distracted.—Prayed unto the Lord : 
Human help was unavailing; prayer to him who could hear 
and save was his only resource. 

Verse 3.—Among the blessings promised to the people of 
God in the law of Moses, if they were faithful in doing God’s 
will, was long life (Deut. 5:33; 6:2). To this promise there 
is frequent reference in the Scriptures (Job 5 : 26; Psa. 91:16; 
Prov. 3: 16). Greater stress was laid upon the temporal sense 
of this promise by saints of the former dispensation, when the 
blessedness and glory of the future eternal life had not been 
so fully revealed (2Tim.1:10). Hezekiah pleads this promise 
before God, by appealing to the fact that he had by divine 
grace been enabled to fulfill the condition upon which it was 
suspended. What he claims is not a sinless life, but sincere 
and upright endeavors to do the will of God.— Have done that 
which is good in thy sight: He had been God’s instrument in 
effecting a great reformation in Judah (2 Kings 18: 4-6). 
All this was adapted to give him confidence in prayer (1 John 
3:21; Psa.66: 18). Christians know better than Hezekiah 
did that perfect righteousness of the great Redeemer, which 
secures their acceptance, according to the provisions of the 
covenant of grace, and is their all-prevalent plea. 

Verse 4.— Was gone out into the middle court: This would 
seem to mean one of the divisions of the palace yard or en- 
closure. The preferable reading is that which is given in the 
margin of the Authorized Version and in the text of the Re- 
vision, “the middle part of the city.” The palace was on 
Mount Zion, which was called the city of David (2 Sam. 5:7). 
The lower portion of the city was known as “the second 
quarter” (2 Kings 22: 14, Rev.). Between these lay the 
middle part of the city here spoken of, which Isaiah entered 
as soon as he left the palace grounds. This is stated in order 
to make it more apparent how promptly Hezekiah’s prayer 
was heard, and an answer sent him. 

Verse 5.—The captain of my people (Rev. “ prince”): This 
suggests that one reason why the Lord granted Hezekiah’s 
prayer was for the sake of his people, that they might still 
enjoy the rule of a prince who had been so wise and faithful. | 
Perhaps, too, one of the thoughts by which Hezekiah was 
distressed, in view of his untimely death, was that he would 
leave no heir to the throne. His son Manasseh was not yet 
born (2 Kings 21: 1).—The God of David thy father: The | 
blessing of pious parentage descends through many genera- 
tions to those who walk in the footsteps of their godly ances- 
tors (Deut. 7 : 9). 

Verse 6.—Fijteen years: Compare 2 Kings 18 : 13 with 
2 Kings 18 : 2—J will deliver thee and this cuy: This is in 
response to an anxiety which weighed heavily on the heart of 
Hezekiah, and made the thought of dying then more gloomy. 
Nine years before the Assyrians had overthrown the Northern 
Kingdom of the ten tribes (2 Kings 17:6; 18:10), 

In this very year of Hezekiah’s sickness (2 Kings 18 : 13), the 
young prince Sennacherib, afterwards to be king of Assyria, 
had accompanied his renowned father in an expedition in 

Now | 
this same terrible power was beginning its inroads upon Judah. 

which various fenced cities of Judah had been captured. Was 
Hezekiah to die, foreboding disaster and overthrow to Judah 
likewise? The Lord assures him, not only that his life should 
be prolonged, but that the ambitious designs of this mighty 
empire should be thwarted.—I will defend this city: From a 
merely human point of view, nothing seemed more improb- 
able than that Jerusalem would resist successfully the great 
power which was then contesting with Egypt the sovereignty 
of the world—For mine own sake: God’s temple was there, 
and the centre and seat of his earthly kingdom. His plans 
of grace and the interests of true religion demanded that for 
the present Jerusalem should be preserved.—For my servant 
David's sake: In order to the fulfillment of the promises made 
to David (2 Sam. 7 : 16). 

Verse 7.— Take a lump of figs: Though the cure had been 
positively promised, the appropriate and appointed means 
must be employed. This is said to have been a usual medi- 
cinal application, though in itself it would have been unavail- 
ing in the present serious disorder.—The boil: Or tumor, or 
ulcer. The precise nature of Hezekiah’s sicknes; is not 
known. This inflamed ulcer was one of its more obvious 
symptoms. 

Verse 8.—Hezekiah asks a sign for the confirmation of his 
faith, such as had once been offered by this same prophet to 
his father Ahaz, who, in his obstinacy and unbelief, had re- 
fused it (Isa. 7 : 11, 12), and such as Gideon had asked, and 
had been granted to him (Judg. 6 : 36-40). 

Verse 9.—This is most exactly rendered as in the margin 
of the Revision: “ The shadow is gone forward ten steps, shall 
it go back ten steps?” The precise construction of the dial 
cannot be certainly ascertained; but probably the time was 
indicated by the shadow cast by a central post upon a series 
of circular and gradually diminishing steps. It is not neces- 
sary to suppose a change in the rotation of the earth, or in 
the positions and motions of the heavenly bodies, to account 
for the recession of this shadow. Nor, on the other hand, can 
it be explained without the assumption of a miracle, as some 
have endeavored to do, who attribute it to an eclipse of the 
sun cccurring just at that time. This, however, could not 
have produced the effect which is here described. The sim- 
plest view of the matter seems to be, that there was an appar- 
ent retrograde movement of the sun, produced either by some 
extraordinary refraction of his rays, or by some immediate 
impression on the visual organs of beholders. 

Verse 12.—Berodach-baladan, or (Isa. 39: 1) Merodach- 
baladan, is spoken of in the Assyrian monuments, and his 
revolt against Assyria, is chronicled there. In preparation for 
this revolt, he embraces the occasion offered by Hezekiah’s 
recovery from sickness to send him a congratulatory message 
and solicit his alliance. 

Verse 13.—Hezekiah, flattered by the attentions of this dis- 
tant and powerful monarch, sought to impress his ambassadors 
with his own wealth and power, that the king of Babylon 
might thus have a higher sense of the value of his friendship. 
He accordingly made an ostentatious display of his treasures, 
and all his rare and costly possessions, little thinking of the 
unscrupulous cupidity that he was thus inflaming. It is plain 
that this must, as already stated, have preceded the heavy 
tribute which swept away his gold and silver, and even 
obliged him to despoil the doors and pillars of the temple 
(2 Kings 18: 15, 16). 

Verse 14.—Isaiah, who was sent to reprove the king, and 
humble his vanity, first brings out the facts by the questions 
which he puts to Hezekiah, whose foolish vanity is shown by 
his dwelling upon the great distance from which an embassy 
had been sent to gain his friendship. 

Verse 17.—The fatal consequences of this one act of folly in 

32: 31. The explicit historical statement that Isaiah, 

did also his contemporary Micah (Micah 4: 10) shows how 
unfounded is that skeptical criticism which denies the 
genuineness of portions of the Book of Isaiah, on the ground 
that he could not have foretold this captivity, which took 
place a century after his death. 

A USEFUL LIFE LENGTHENED. 

BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D., LL.D. 

Just at this time a personal infliction has seized upon Heze- 
| kiah, and thrown the kingdom into anxiety. There our study 
begins now ; and we shall better understand the progress of 
the remarkable events, if we simply analyze the story, and 

| take up the incidents one by one. 
I. The record opens with what seems like a rather sudden 

. . . . . | 
communication made to the king that his disease, whatever | ? 
it was, would soon reach its height. It was certain to prove 
fatal, and so his days were to be considered as alzeady 
numbered, his work done (v. 1). 

1. It is Isaiah who is commissioned to tell the king that his 
end is near, and his complaint incurable. It is the word of the 
Lord that is speaking through him; so this office, always a 
melancholy one, is rendered yet more serious and delicate by 
the authority it bears. The overwhelming moment, in which 
one first learns that the last deep shadow is to him close at 
hand, is singularly impressive and full of pain. That friend 

a king otherwise so good and pious, are shown in 2 Chronicles 

upon this occasion, predicted the Babylonish captivity, as | 

whose duty it is to say the heavy words, ought to be more 
than ever before in sympathy of communion with his God; 
and he has the need of unusual grace in preparation for his 
hard and embarrassing errand, lest with abruptness he should 
wound one for whom Christ died. 

2. God seems to have fixed an actual limit to Nezekiah’s 
career. But we are to remember that, in all the dealings of 
the Creator with his creatures, there is necessarily an under- 
lying element of uncertainty, because God has deliberately 
chosen and announced that his purposes will wait upon a 
free-willed being’s choice and announcement. What he will 
do in an instance of transgression like that of Nineveh, for 
example, depends upon the character and behavior of those to 
whom he speaks. What he will do in an instance of provi- 
dential purpose like this of Hezekiah, depends on the inter- 
position of a prayer which his spirit aids in inspiring. God's 
words are often predicated upon those replies from his 
believing children which his dealings with them evoke. 

3. Hezekiah is admonished to prepare for this great change 
which awaits him. Why was this king so pitifully reluctant 
to die? It would be a manifest unfairness for us to assume 
that he had less of faith or more of cowardice than other men 
of his time. The notion of immortality was not as clear, nor 
were the revelations of heaven as extensive, as they are to us 
in our more favored days of New Testament light. Of that 
former dispensation, moreover, length of life was considered 
perhaps the chief blessing; it was the reward annexed to the 
first commandment with promise in the decalogue. Then 
consider that Hezekiah as yet had no son to succeed him on 
the throne, and the kingdom had many weak and disturbed 
points still to be guarded; some reforms he had himself 
instituted, required more time, with a steady hand, to carry 
them out into settled success. And to all this we ought to be 
frank enough to add, that, even to the best and calmest of 
men, death is the “king of terrors.” Indeed, it is a sober, 
majestic thing to do—to die ; and any one might be pardoned 
who should shrink from the unknown pains of a final hour. 

II. The inspired narrative now moves on, and we learn 
that Hezekiah lifts an importunate prayer in deprecation of 
the divine decree (vs. 2, 3). “i 

1. To begin with, we must notice with what a significant 
gesture the king shuts himself up to the mercy of God. “He 
turned his face to the wall.” That is to say, he deliberately 
withdrew from each earthly counsel or dependence, and 
entered into a solemn and reverential chamber of divine coi- 
munion, reserved in his heart for his Maker alone. 

2. Now, next to this, we must notice that the king ventured 
upon a very singular reach of supplication, pressing some 
unusual considerations as his pleas with God. Ile was, like 
Job, filling his mouth with “arguments.” He asked the 
good Lord to take into consideration the evident fact that he 
had walked before him faithfully, and obeyed his command- 
ments according to his light. The standards of religious 
experience were at that time different from what they are 
now, and the forms of expression were unlike what we are 
now wont to employ. David often puts in his psalms very 
similar language. There is nothing unseemly in Hezekiah’s 
pleading here, although the commentator Lange is right in 
saying this is “an Old Testament speech.” 

3. Furthermore, one small touch of pathos also claims our 
notice: “ Hezekiah wept sore.” We do not believe the king 
was either sentimental or selfish. It is evident that he 
thought more of disaster coming upon his people than of the 
mere pains of dying, or the solemn mysteries of the here- 
after. But his petition at once manifested and deepened his 
emotion. The Hebrew expression is very strong: “he wept 
with a great weeping.” These passionate tears were not 
those of either petulance or alarm. They signify the depth 
of hissincerity. Jacob “ wept and made supplication” when 
he wrestled with the angel. The Messiah offered his prayers 
“with strong crying and tears.” It is not necessary for any 
devout believer to apologize for his sensibility; in the midst 
of his supplications his voice may often break, and his eyes be 
filled with honest weeping. Paul wept; Jeremiah wept; 
“ Jesus wept.” 

III. In the third place, we netice that the king receives an 
answer to his wish, and the answer is immediate, specific, and 
sovereign (vs. 4-6). 

1. “ Afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court.” The 
reply came to Hezekiah immediately. This was in direct 
illustration of that promise whieh Isaiah was afterwards com- 
missioned to make general. The Lord covenanted that his 
dear people in all ages, whenever they shoull stretch forth 

| their praying hands to him, should not be disappointed 
| (Isa. 65: 23, 24). 

2. “Tell Hezekiah, ... 1 have heard thy prayer, I have seen 
thy tears: behold, I will heal thee.” The answer was brought 
to the king specifically. His experience was like that of 
Daniel; it was while the very words were on his lips that the 
messenger came, and announced that the petition was granted 
in its own terms. So here: the Lord told Hezekiah he had 
been heard “in the thing that he feared;” in three days 
more he should be about his ordinary devotions in the temple, 
a well man. 

3. “I will deliver thee . 
servant Daviai's suke.” 

. . for mine own sake, and for my 
So the answer was made to this king 



) sovereignly. It was not for his sake, but for the Lord's sake, 
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that Hezekiah’s life was to be lengthened. In order to guard 
against any vaunting, or any feeling of undue elation or pride, 
this reminder was added. It was always put into the spirit, 
and often into the terms, of God’s covenants with those whom 
he delighted to honor. Sometimes the reiterations of this 
sentiment are painstakingly specific, as if designed to intimate 
that the Lord of Hosts knew men’s disposition to arrogate to 
themselves excellencies, and claim favors upon the ground of 
their personal endowments or remarkable deeds. So we find | 
it in the great covenant of grace (Ezek. 86: 32). 

IV. Just here there is interjected in the inspired story the | 
account of Isaial’s medical treatment of this royal patient 
(v. 7). 

1, Some persons have thought the time has come just now 
for a little laugh at the quaint zeal of Isaiah in using such a 
household expedient for a sufferer so exalted. Even Matthew 
Henry calls it “a cheap and common thing.” To this day 
poultices of crushed figs are in the East the remedy most in 
use for the cure of ordinary boils. 

2. Still, this cavil goes farther. It is insisted that, if such 
a lump of figs cured the king, there need not be reckoned any 
miracle. To which it may be replied, that the extreme 
violence of this infliction, and its sudden subsidence, demand 
more than the commonplace explanation. 

8. And so the lesson for ourselves would be concerning the 
use of means under the ruling of divine Providence. Our 
Saviour anointed the eyes of a blind man with a most inert 
composition of clay mingled with spittle. Faith and works 
go hand in hand. God often uses means. Men are not 
inconsistent when they pray to God, and then go for a doctor. 
Elijah is hungry; he prays and trusts God; then a raven 
comes with meat. Is Elijah inconsistent because he arises, and 
begins to eat ? 

4. Is it a wise prayer to offer always, when we are ill, that 
fifteen more years may be added to our lives? Hezekiah’s 
next act was a great folly. Te lived to havea son, Manasseh, 
the wickedest man in the Bible. Two prayers in the Bible 
are better than this,—Christ’s (Matt. 26: 42) and Moses’ 
(Psa. 90: 12), 

ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 

BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL. 

Tn those days was Hezekiah sick wnto death (v.1). The fact 
that a man is a favored child of God doesn't forbid his being 
sick. Indeed, it would be a sad thing if a child of God were 
wholly free from the lessons and the benefits of sickness. God 
could not verify his promise to make a man’s bed in his sick- 
ness, unless the man had some sickness which brought him to 
his bed. There are comforts and helps from God, on a sick- 
bed, whicli no child of God can afford to be without. And 
when the sickness comes which is unto death, the crisis time 
of one’s life is reached; and both the review and the outlook 
then give him added power for good in the living present. 

Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die. Dying is the 
crowning point of life. Until a man is ready to die, he has 
not begun to live aright. If he is prepared for death, he can 
live on indelinitely ; but if he is unfit to die, he is really not fit 
to live. A house that is notset in order, is neither in shape 
to quit, nor in shape to stay in. To each one of us, therefore, 
comes this message of the Lord: “Set thine house in order; 
for thou shalt die.” 

Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed... . And... 
wept (vs. 2,3). Turning one’s face to the wall in order to 
turn away from the busy world and be alone with God, isa 
very good thing to do; but turning one’s face to the wall 
because of hopelessness and despair is a very poor thing to do. 
So, also, as to praying and weeping; it is well to pray for 
strength to do and to bear God's will, and to weep over one’s 
weakness and failure in that line; but it is poor business to 
pray and to weep in a worry over the indications of the will 
of God. Whatever may have been the spirit of Hezekiah in 
this instance, the right way is the only right way in our case; 
and we ought to see to it that we adhere to the right way— 
whether Hezekiah did so or not. 

The word of the Lord came, . . . saying, . 
prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee. . . . And 
I will add unto thy days (vs. 4-6). An answer to our prayers 
is not necessarily a blessing. When God’s children pray and 
weep over his dealings with them, he sometimes gives them 
their request and sends leanness into their souls. It is a 
dangerous thing to cry out against the plans of God in our | 
behalf, and to show him that we are not ready to take the | 
place he has arranged for us. Hezekiah lived fifteen years | 
after the Lord had signified his willingness to let him die. 
Does Hezekiah’s history show that he used those added years 
better, in his intercourse with the messengers of the King of 
Babylon, than he could have employed them in intercourse | 
with those to whom God would have brought him by means | 
of his death? It is a serious thing to die, but to live is a great 
deal more serious thing. The time of our dying would be 
better trusted to God than to ourselves. 

Isaiah said, Take a cake of figs. And they took and laid it on 
the boil, and he recovered (vy. 7). The fact that Hezekiah was 

. « Thave heard thy 

to be restored by a miracle didn’t forbid the use of means for 
his recovery. That boil needed a poultice, so a poultice was 
ordered by God’s messenger. The miracle was in making the 
poultice effective. The man who claims to be God's mes- 
senger nowadays for the recovery of a man with a boil, and 
who neither uses a fig-poultice nor cares a fig for a poultice, 
certainly seems to have less sense, without having have any 
more faith, than Isaiah. 

Hezekiah said,... What shall be the sign that the Lord will 
heal me? (v.8.) The man who is not ready to take the Lord's 
orderings trustfully, is not likely to be ready to take the 
Lord’s promises trustfully. He who thinks that God will not 
do what is best for him in any event, is quite inclined to 
question whether God will do what he promises todo, The 
spirit of distrust is a spirit of fear, and the spirit of fear is a 
spirit of distrust. Perfect love is restful love, is fearless love; 
it leaves all to God’s orderings; it neyer questions God’s 
promises. 

The... king of Babylon sent letters and a present unto Heze- 
kiah: for he had heard that Hezekiah had been sick. And Heze- 
kiah hearkened unto them, and shewed them all the. house of his 
precious things (vs. 12,13). That was a poor way of using 
his added life. If Hezekiah had been willing to leave it to 
the Lord to say when he would do better to die, this record 
of his weakness and folly had never been written to his dis- 
credit. It is a blessed thing to die, when God sees that it is 
time for us to die. Whatever else we learn from this lesson, 
we ought to learn that added life is not always an added 
blessing, and that God’s choice for his children is better than 
their own choice for themselves. 

TEACHING HINTS. 

BY THE REV. A. P, SCHAUFFLER. 

For explanations of difficulties in the text, let the teacher 
study the notes elsewhere. The lesson story may be divided 
into two distinct heads: 

I. Hezekiah’s Sickness and Recovery. 
II. Hezekiah’s Sin and Punishment. 

I. Hezekiah’s Sickness and Recovery —Even kings must die; 
for the sentence of death has “passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned.” In the fourteenth year of his reign, Heze- 
kiah is laid low with a “boil” or ulcer. (The Hebrew term 
is not specific enough to enable us to determine exactly the 
nature of this malady.) God’s message comes to him, an- 
nouncing his speedy death. Upon this the king pleads ear- 
nestly for prolonged life. Swiftly the answer comes, granting 
his request, and the prophet indicates the means that are to 
be used. Used they are, and, through God’s blessing, the king 
recovers, and lives for fifteen yearsmore. The story is simple, 
and the lesson to be deduced from it plain, 

1. When sick, we may pray for recovery. Even though the 
disease appears to be fatal, we may pray that God will stay 
its ravages, and heal us. God has answered many such pray- 
ers since the days of Hezekiah. This lesson needs no enforce- 
ment; for the human heart naturally cries to God in distress. 

2. With prayer, means should be used. Most sensible people 
believe this. But some Christians in these days are teaching 
that the use of means is sinful. “When you pray,” they 
say, “trust God entirely, and put away all human means.” 
Such people quote texts like “I am the Lord that healeth 
thee,” and insist that means are therefore not only needless, 
but sinful. If this argument be correct, then there is no need 
for us to work for our daily bread; for Jesus teaches us to 
pray, “Give us this day eur daily bread;” and of God it is 
said, “Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of 
every living thing” (Psa. 145: 16). All we need do is to 
pray, and use no means. If we ask God to give us our food, 
why should we go on to show our lack of faith by trusting to 
the arm of flesh? Did not God rain down manna for two 
millions of people every day, and feed Elijah for a whole year? 
Why, then, may he not feed us? Yet to argue thus would be 
no greater folly than that of the persons above spoken of. 
Isaiah used means, and Paul recommended Timothy to use 
means, and why should not we use means? Even the most 
rabid “faith-cure” man uses “means” when his teeth trouble 
him, and has them filled or extracted, and yet with a fever or 
a cold he rejects the use of means as sinful. 
May we, then, never expect God to help without the use of 

means? Oh! certainly. When we have no means, then we 
may ask for direct help without them. Israel in the desert, 
or Elijah at Cherith, may confidently rely on God, though no 
means are at hand. But if Israel in Canaan refuses to plow 
and sow and reap and thresh, or Elijah, in ordinary cizcum- 

| stances, refuses ordinary means, they both deserve to starve. 
But, says some one, “See how many cures the ‘faith-heal- 

ers’ can show.” To which we reply (and we are ready to 

advertised “cures” are sadly incomplete. They are not 
“cures.” Out of one hundred and fifty cases which we have 
examined, that are advertised as “cures,” seventy-one are not 
“cures” at all! We are sorry to say, that even ministers 
allow themselves to be thus deceived in their reports. (0.) 
The cases of utter fuilure they scarcely ever refer to in their | 

meetings or reports, Yet we dare to opine that these are more 
numerous than their cures. (c.) Some are undoubtedly healed 
by faith alone. If God gives a man or woman this kind of 
healing faith, let them be thankful for it. But, on this ac- 
count, let no one try to prove that therefore nothing but faith 
should be relied on in every case; for this runs to fanaticism, 
and a strange twisting of Scripture to prove what they wapt 
it to prove. 

“Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die.” §o said 
Isaiah. If we were sure that a similar warning would come 
to us, before the day of our death, we might have some slight 
reason to postpone “setting our house in order” for a while. 
But such warnings seldom come, Death comes more often as 
a thief in the night. Therefore, the Saviour says, “ Watch!” 
How may our houses be “setinorder”? Well, to begin with, 
no house is in order where the tenant has failed to repent. 
Be sorry for the disorder first, and then turn from it. Repent- 
ance, if it is genuine, will always produce the prayer for the 
cleansing of our house by the Holy Spirit. “Create in 
me a clean heart, O God.” A repentant heart soon becomes 
a cleansed heart, and a cleansed heart soon becomes a beauti- 
fully furnished heart,—furnished to every good word and 
work. But supposing that you were sure that you would live 
for fifteen years more—what then? Why, we might fittingly 
change the prophet’s words, and say, “Set thine house in 
order; for thou hast life before thee.” We need just as much 
grace to live aright as we do to die aright. How few think of 
this, and yet how true it is! Then the house will also be pre- 
pared for death ; for he who lives well, can die well. This is 
apparent from our next point. 

II. Hezekiah’s Sin and Punishment—From our lesson text 
alone, we should not know in what his sin consisted. But a 
reference to 2 Chronicles 32: 25, 31, shows the nature of his 
sin. It was pride of heart. Whether he indulged in this 
pride all the more easily because of his assured life, we cannot 
say, but it is quite possible. It would not have been the first time 
that a man had abused the good gift of God. To this day 
men daily take God’s gifts of health and wealth, and use them 
in the Devil’s service. Many men would have left a better 
record behind them, had they died young. But prolonged life 
has been misused, and their last days have been worse than 
their first. Had the king prayed as earnestly and wept as sorely 
lest he fall into sin, as he did lest he die, it would have fared 
better with him. Many to-day pray with tremendous fervor, 
“Give us this day our daily bread;” but when they come to 
the petition, “Lead us not into temptation,” their thoughts 
go galloping around the wide world, like runaway steeds. 

Hezekiah did not lose eternal life because of this sin, for 
he again humbled himself before God for it (2 Chron. 32: 26) ; 
but he was chastised none the less, for his hopes for Judah’s 
welfare were doomed to disappointment. Possibly this pain 
restrained him from further excesses. So God will not take 
away eternal life from his child who sins against him, pro- 
vided that child repents; and yet he may lay upon his 
shoulders some heavy restraining burden. This is the real 
meaning of many of our “mysterious” afflictions. 

HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 

BY FAITH LATIMER. 

Reviewing the former lesson, encourage the class to tell 
why Hezekiah was different from so many kings before him, 
and call for proofs of his goodness and prosperity. The fol- 
lowing may be placed upon the blackboard as a guide to lesson 
study : 

1. HEZEKIAH’S SICKNESS. 

2. HEZEKIAH’S PRAYER. 

8. HEZEKIAH’S THANKSGIVING. 

4. HEZEKIAH’S MISTAKE. 

Heaekiah’s Sickness -When he had been king about four- 
teen years, he was very sick. He lay on his bed in great pain 
and suffering, when a good prophet named Isaiah came to see 
him. Yes, he said, you are very sick. If you have any plans 
to leave about your kingdom or your business, tell them now. 
Was Hezekiah a rich man? Would he want to say who 
should be the next king? He had then no son to take his 
place. Would he have some directions to give about his 
people, his treasure-houses, and ,all his wealth? Was it as if 
Isaiah had said: “ Make your will, and say whose shall ali 
| these things be”? Isaiah said more than that; he brought 

| loves? 
prove the truth of what we say): (a.) Many of their widely | 

him a message from God: “Set thine house in order; for 
thou shalt die, and not live.” Did his house mean the palace 
he lived in? What part of us is it which thinks, knows, 

Isaiah wanted the king to know that his body, the 
house his soul lived in, was going to die. He would soon be 
buried in the tombs of the kings, and his body would turn to 
dust. Would his soul die? Was his soul all ready to go up 
to God? That was what Isaiah meant when he said: “Thou 
shalt die, and not live.” 

Hezekiah’s Prayer—He did not answer the prophet; he 
wanted to speak to Him who sent the message, who could 

PT 
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read his heart, who knew all his pain and sorrow. He 
turned his face to the wall, away from all in the room, and 
cried: “O Lord, remember.” He was not boasting of his 
goodness when he said: “I have walked before thee in truth 
and with a perfect heart.” He did not mean that he had 
never sinned, but that God knew he had tried to be a good 
king, to lead his people tu forsake idols, and serve the true 
God. He wanted to remind God of his promise of long life 
to those who serve him. He was not afraid to ask God to 
remember how he had lived, and what he had done. If 
Hezekiah had never prayed before, would a dying hour 
have been a good time to begin? If all his life he had for- 
gotten God, could he dare then to say “Remember”? Tow 
different was the meaning of the prayer of the poor dying 
thief on the cross! Did he want Jesus to remember his life 
of sin and crime? He wanted him to remember his prayer 
for sins to be forgiven, and to give him eternal life. It was a 
longer earthly life Hezekiah wanted. He had much more he 
wanted to do; and because deith seemed so close, sobs and bit- 
ter tears showed his pain and sorrow. 

Isaiah the prophet left King Hezekiah weeping; he walked 
from the palace, through its courts ; 
“the middle part of the city,” 
Turn again ; 

but before he reached 
the word of the Lord said, 

go back, and say to the prince of my people: 
“IT have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: . .. I will heal 
thee.” Three blessed answers to his crying and prayer, and 
a promise that in three days he should be well enough to 
go up to the temple. See how abundant was the answer. 
His tears and prayers were for his own life; the quick 
answer was for him, his city, and his people: I will add fif- 
teen years to thy life, and I will save and defend this city. It 
was the power of God which was to heal Hezekiah and to add 
years to his life; but it was his will that means should be used 
to cure him, and God's blessing should make the means help 
to the cure. Isaiah told them to make a poultice or plaster 
of figs, and put it on the gathering or boil, which seemed 
about to cause his death. Hezekiah asked for some sign that 
his prayer was answered, and that he should be well in three 
days. Isaiah told him that God would give him a sign by 
the shadows made in the sunlight going backward instead of 
forward. Did you ever notice how long the shadows grow 
when the sun gets low in the afternoon? Clocks were not 
known then; but Ahaz, Hezekiah’s father, had what they 
called a sun-dial, or shadow-measure,—a row of steps by a pil- 
lar; and they could tell about the time of the day by the 
length of the shadows on the step. Isaiah prayed to God, 
“and he brought the shadows ten steps backward.” Do you 
wonder that Isaiah the prophet wrote that God said about his 
children’s prayers: “Before they call I will answer: and 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear.” 

Hezekiah’s Thanksgiving.—In the book of Isaiah is written 
what Hezekiah felt when he thought he was going to die, to 
go to the grave; how he mourned and cried, and the Lord was 
ready to save. Hezekiah promised to sing songs of gladness 
all the days of his life in the house of the Lord, where, no 
doubt, he went joyfully on the third day after his answered 
prayer. That was not the only time that Hezekiah prayed, 
and had reason to give thanks; not the only time that God 
said, “I will defend this city to save it.” About the same 
year of Hezekiah’s sickness, the king of Assyria, who had 
carried away all Israel, tried to conquer Judah. He took 
some of Hezekiah’s cities, and then brought a great army and 
set them down in their tents all around the city of Jerusalem, | 
to conquer it. The soldiers shouted mocking words to the | 
watchmen on the walls, and the people on the house-tops | 
inside the city ; 
for believing King Hezekiah when he said, “The Lord will 
deliver us.” The king himself wrote an insulting letter to | 
Hezekiah, telling him he need not think his Lord could keep 
him from taking Jerusalem any more than idol gods had kept 
him from taking other cities in other wars. Hezekiah took 
the letter to the temple, and spread it out before the Lord. 
A great army stood crowding at the city gates, only waiting a 
word of command to batter down the walls, and kill or take 
as prisoners all in the city. Yet Isaiah and the king prayed, 
and said: “ With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the 
Lord our God.” Hezekiah said: O Lord, bow down thine 
ear, and hear. Lord, open thine eyes and see. Save us, that 
all nations may know that thou art God, even thou only. 
Isaiah told them that God said the enemy should not come 
into the city, nor shoot an arrow there. That very night God 

one hundred and eighty-five thousand lay dead,— 
never entered the city, nor shot an arrow against God's peo- 
ple. Had not Hezekiah cause for thanksgiving? 

Hezekiah’s Mistake-—We did a vain, foolish thing, 
he had learned from God and his good prophet. 

after all 
The king of 

Babylon heard of his sickness and cure, and sent some men to | been no sign connected therewith ? 

see him with presents and letters, and “to inquire of the won- | us to know any such case to be miraculous unless thus guaran- | prescribed by Oriental etiquette, is to make a present to each 
der that was done in the land.” What a good time to teach 
hew God answers prayer! Hezekiah, with pride, showed his 
teeasares,—silver, gold, jewels, armor, all his riches. Who 
qve they, and what do they want? asked Isaiah. He was 
wiser than the king, who did not think how they would tell 

they laughed at them for trusting in God, and | 

| } 

| Why, probably, was the Lord pleased to use means, instead of 

men who | 

backward ? 

} 

| 
| 

’ ; | Lord? (vs, 8-10.) 
eng & silent angel through the sleeping ranks ; cia d heart | precept, or doctrine, is of the Lord, or of man? (Acts 17: 11.) 
stopped beating, the breath of life ceased, and in the morning 

of his wealth, and covet and plan to ey it all their 0 own, 
“The days come,” said Isaiah, “that all that is in ‘thine house 
... Shall be carried unto Babylon! nothing shall be left, saith the 
Lord.” God’s word is sure; and it was all fulfilled, as we shall 
learn in future lessons. 

BLACKBOARD HINTS. 

| DEATH, AND DELIVERANCE FROM 

| DEATH. 

THE PERIL: 

| HEZEKIAH} sick UNTO DEATH. 

| THE PROMISE: | 

THE LORD} LORD} 1 WILL MEAL THEE. 

WHOSOEVER LIVETH, AND BELIEVETH 
IN ME, SHALL NEVER DIE. 

isidlicleenanes 

THREE TURNS IN THE WAY TO 

SAFETY. | 

. THE SUPPLIANT’S TURN: | 
“ He turned his face to the wall, and prayed | 

unto the Lord.” | 

2, THE LORDS TURN: 
“ Turn again, and say to Hezekiah.” 

8. THE SHADOW’S TURN: | 
“ Let the shadow return backward: .. . and he 

brought the shadow .. . backward.” 

| WILL YE DIE? 

“raters | 
TURN YE, TURN YE... FOR WHY | 

lane Pdi leit 

WHEN HEZEKIAH WAS SICK: 
LORD HEARKENED UNTO HEZEKIAH. | 

| 
WHEN MEZEKIAH GOT WELL; 

| ararien HEARKENED T0 THE BABYLONIANS. 

HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 

“Return, O wanderer, to thy home.” 
“Father, I know that all my life.” 
“Lead me to the Rock.” 
“Y’ve found a joy in sorrow.” 
“When our heads are bowed with woe.” 
“ Art thou weary, art thou languid.” 

QUESTION HINTS. 

‘BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 

What was the temporal reward of Hezekiah’s devotion to 
the Lord? (2 Kings 18:7.) In what directions did the Lord 

| prosper him? (2 Chron. 32: 27-30.) How ought Hezekiah 
to have known when the best time for him to die had 
arrived? (v.1.) Is it, or is it not, possible for us to know 
that time in advance? How was Hezekiah affected by the | 

| prospect of his removal from earth? (vs. 2, 3.) How do you | 

the same prospect? (Phil. 1: 23,24.) How isit our privilege 
to view the same? (Heb. 2: 14, 15.) Was the spirit of 
Hezekiah’s prayer right, or wrong? How should we pray if 
we desire restoration from sickness, either for ourselves or for 
others? (Matt. 26: 39.) Does, or does not, God foreknow the 
day of our departure? Is it predetermined with, or without, 
regard to our prayers and conduct? (vs.4, 5.) What promise 
did the prophet add, and upon what ground was it made? | 
(v. 6.) How were means of recovery discovered? (v. 7.) | 

speaking an instantaneous recovery? How could the king 
know that Isaiah’s promise was not of himself, but of the 

How can we know whether a command, 

What is the difference between credulity and faith? Is 
credulity in religious things desirable, or is it not? (1 John 
4: 1.) What part had Isaiah in working the miracle? 
v.11.) What is meant by the shadow in the dial going 

Is it probable, or improbable, that Hezekiah | 
would have regarded his recovery as miraculous if there had 

Would it be possible for 

teed? What portion of Hezekiah’s life would we naturally | 
expect to be most devout and full of gratitude? 
draw the ~~ of God upon himself and his kingdom ? 
(2Chron. 32: 25.) How has pride of possession been mani- 

Why is it better not to covet great ciapehine? (Matt. 19: 23.) 
What was the penalty of Hezekiah s pride? (vs. 14-17.) In 
what respect did he become an example to all who are 
troubled with pride of heart? (2 Chron. 32: 26.) How did 
he receive the sentence of the Lord? (Isa. 39: 8.) Repeat 
the song which Hezekiah wrote upon his recovery (Isa, 
38: 9-20). 

ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 

MEDICINE IN THE East.—It would hardly be fair to say 
that the scientific study of medicine has never flourished in 
the East, when for five centuries the standard work for Euro- 
pean physicians was the Canon of the famous Arabian physi- 
cian Ibn Seenah, better known by the Latinized form of his 
name Avicenna. Ibn Seenah was not only the foremost medi- 
cal scholar of his time, but was also a mental philosopher, 
and a man of varied miscellaneous learning. His wisdom was, 
however, less than his knowledge; and his life was shortened 
by intemperance and other vices. 

But in the non-scientific East, while the hakeem, or physi- 
cian, is held in high honor, his practice is founded upon em- 
piricism and superstition, rather than upon scientific principles. 
The poultice of figs is still a popular remedy in the East for 
boils, though it can hardly be said to be esteemed as effica- 
cious as the red-hot iron. This is one of the favorite remedies 
among the Arabs for pains of every sort. If a man has 
rheumatism, the surest means of cure, according to Desert 
belief, is to pass ared-hot iron over the skin of the part affected. 
Is he seized with fever? The red-hot iron is applied as speed- 
ily as possible; and if that fails, he is committed to the care 
of Allah, the Great Physician. The red-hot iron can even 
“minister to a mind diseased.” The rejected lover seeks a 
cure for his grief in having the inner side of his arm seared 
from the shoulder to the wrist. Burckhardt tells of seeing 
persons whose whole bodies bore trace of the healing iron, 

The poultice of figs is not the most potent poultice in use 
at the East. A still more vigorous one is that described by 
Delaroque, where a little cotton lint is placed over the part 
affected. This is then kindled; and as it burns slowly, it first 
warms, and finally roasts, the diseased surface, leaving a life- 
long scar (Sitten und Gewohnheiten, p. 212). 

In general, it may be said that modern Arabic medicine de- 
pends mainly upon three modes of cure,—bleeding, searing with 
a red-hot iron, and the external and internal application of 
olive-oil, The use of olive-oil is much esteemed in cases of 
debility and wasting. 

Charms form, of course, a large part of the popular medi- 
cal stock-in-trade in the East. Richardson, in the Sahara, 
treated the diseased eyes of an old man with nitrate of silver, 
and relieved him not a little. He was disgusted te find that 
the patient had also rubbed his eyes with an amulet, and was 
inclined to attribute his cure to that, rather than to the medi- 
cine. This use of charms goes back to the very earliest an- 
tiquity. In ancient Assyria, exorcisms for the driving away 
of the evil spirits who caused disease were common. The fol- 
lowing specimens are from the Records of the Past: (1.) Writ- 
ten on a tablet: “May the goddess . . . wife of the god. . . 
turn his face in another direction; that the evil spirit may 
come out of him and be thrust aside, and that good spirits 
and good powers may dwell in his body.” (2.) “Sometimes di- 
vine images were brought into the chamber, and written texts, 
taken from holy books, were placed on the walls and bound 
round the sick man’s brows. If these failed, recourse was 
had to the influence of the manit, which the evil powers were 
unable to resist. On a tablet (2 R., p. 17) the following is 

| found, written in the Accadian language only, the Assyrian 

| account for his gloomy view of death? How did Paul view | version being broken off: ‘Take a white cloth, 
the manit, in the sick man’s right hand. And take a black 
cloth: wrap it round his left hand. Then all the evil spirits, 
and the sins which the has committed, shall quit their hold of 
him, and shall never return.’ ” 

In connection with Hezekiah’s sickness, it is worth noting, 
that when the French expedition to the court of the King of 
Yemen in 1712, 1713, reached the residence of that monarch, 
they found him suffering from a disease similar to that of 

| Hezekiah—fever accompanied with boils. As soon as the 
| deputation appeared at the palace, the king asked eagerly for 
the hakeem, and the French surgeon came forward. The 
European doctor did not recommend a poultice of figs, but he 
applied a soothing, mixture which did not, after all, differ 
essentially from the ancient Jewish prescription. 

In it place 

“Sent Letrers anp A Present.”—<An Oriental embassy, 
| on a mission of friendship, always carries with it gifts for the 
| Sovereign to whom it is sent. Indeed, to enter the royal 
presence without gifts would be accounted in the East a 
deliberate insult. When a private traveler passes through 
an Oriental country, which has not been subjected to Euro- 
pean surveillance, the only safe plan , as well as the plan 

| of the ruling authorities in the district which he’ enters, 
How did he | { These gifts are graduated according to the importance of the 

person receiving them; the principle being that, the higher 
in rank an official is, the bigger must be the gift which ig 

festing itself ever since the days of Hezekiah? (vs. 12, 13.) | offered him. 
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Dutch by Col. Charlies Mueller. . Pp. 340. Boston: Lee and 
Shepard; New York: Charles T. piilingheen. Price, $1.50. 

An Pagctis Commentary -_ the International Lessons for 1886. By 
J. W. Monser. i2mo 436. St. Louis: John Burns Publishing 
Company. Price, cloth 41 91.00; half morocco, cloth sides, $1.50, 
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RECENT BOOKS ON THE PROGRESS OF 

RELIGIOUS DOCTRINE* 

It is to Germany, rather than to England or to America, 
that we have been taught to look for the history of Chris- 
tian dogmatics. With the exception of such writers as 
Schaff and Shedd, one can scarcely point to an English 
or an American scholar who has done any considerable 
original work in this department. It is, therefore, an 
unusual coincidence which places three volumes dealing 
directly or indireetly with the development of Christian 
doctrine before the public at the same time. Both sides 
of the Atlantic are represented in these three works: 
the first, by an American theological professor; the sec- 
ond, by an American private scholar; the third, by the 
principal of a Scottish university. 

The History of Christian Doctrine, by Professor Henry 
C. Sheldon, is a contribution to a not overstocked field 
of American literature. In style and in method of 
arrangement it reminds one of the Dogmengeschichten 
of the Germans, though it is free from the ponderous 
footnotes and needlessly minute.analysis and subdivis- 
ion which characterize so many German works. The 
book is published in two volumes, of which the first em- 
braces the pre-Reformation period of ecclesiastical his- 
tory; the second, from the Reformation period to the 
present time. These two volumes are each further sub- 
divided, the first into three periods,—from 90 to 320 A.D., 
from 320 to 726, from 726 to 1517, respectively ; and the 
second into two periods,—from 1517 to 1720, and from 
1720 to 1885. Professor Sheldon pursues a single defi- 
nite plan in the analysis of each of these periods; after 
a brief historical introduction, he proceeds in each case 
to estimate the factors in the doctrinal development of | 

Oblong 8vo, pp. 9. | 

| researches are carried on with a praiseworthy absence of 

the period, and then to examine the historical content of | 

The Godhead, Creation and Creatures, Redeemer and 
Redemption, The Church and the Sacraments, and Es- 
chatology. 

From the very necessity of the case, the religious his- 

*THHistory of Christian Doctrine. By Henry C. Sheld}n, Professor of 
Historical Tieology in Boston University n two volumes. l2mo, pp. 
vill, 411; vi,4H. New York: Robert Harperand Brothers. 
An ITistorical Sketch of Sacerdotal Celibacy in the Christian Church. 

ty Henry ©. Lea. Second edition, enlarged. 8vo, pp. os2. Boston: 
oughton, Mifflin, & Co. Price, $4.50. 
hg of Potiaions p Themes in Britain durin the Be eg 
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tory of two thousand years can only be sketched in| 
outline. Professor Sheldon appears to have devoted 
conscientious study to the chief available sources ; | 
although we note the naiveté with which, after stating | 
that he has drawn “as far as possible from original | 
sources,” he goes on to say, “for the earlier fathers we 
have followed quite largely the translations published | 
by Clark, of Edinburgh.” Von Gebhardt, Harnack, and | 
Zahn’s critical edition of the Greek text of the Apostolic 
Fathers is somewhat nearer to our idea of what consti-| in the race by her near neighbors of Edinburgh and 
tutes an appeal to the original sources. In his statement | 
of the contents of epochal dogma, Professor Sheldon is 
generally fair. In regard to the doctrine of the Eucha- 
rist in the early Church, he assumes a polemical tone. 
Concerning Justin Martyr’s statement of the doctrine of 
the Eucharist, for instance, three views are possible. 
Justin’s words are these: “ Not as common bread or as 
common drink do we receive these, but in like manner 
as Jesus Christ our Saviour, having been made flesh by 
the word of God, had both flesh and blood for our salva- 
tion, so likewise are we taught that the food which is 
blessed by the prayer of his word (?) and from which our 
blood and flesh by transmutation are nourished, is the 
flesh and blood of that Jesus who was made flesh.” The 
view which takes the largest meaning possible out of | 
this sentence sees in it a direct statement of the doctrine 
of Transubstantiation, in the second century. The me- 
dium view considers Justin as taking a high view of the 
sacrament, and as asserting, without distinct definition, 
some modeof the Real Presence. The third view, which 
minimizes the words of Justin as far as possible, consid- 
ers Justin as stating merely the view of the symbolical 
nature of the sacrament now common in the evangelical 
Church. In this, and similar cases, Professor Sheldon is 
to be numbered with those who take the minimizing 
view. Professor Sheldon’s exposition of modern dogmatic | 
history is candid and impartial, the type of theology to 
which the author is attached being simply set forth, like 
the others, historically, and not apologetically. In the 
modern period, the description of particular. phases of 
theology is necessarily brief; and sometimes, though not 
often, it is so brief as to be quite inadequate. As a 
whole, Professor Sheldon’s volume will be found of great 
use by students who are unable to refer to the standard 
German works, and who desire the simplest statement in 
English of the history of dogmatics, and one, at the 
same time, representatively complete. 

The History of Sacerdotal Celibacy, by Henry C.-Lea, 
which recently appeared in a new and enlarged edition, 
is a work of a distinctively higher character. Mr. Lea 
is a private American scholar whose reputation as an 
original investigator along recondite lines of ecclesiasti- 
cal and medieval history extends through two conti- 
nents. His painstaking thoroughness is evidenced, not 
only in the present volume, but in such works as the 
“Studies in Ecclesiastical History” and “ Superstition 
and Force.” While the prevailing attitude of the 
author’s mind to formulated dogma is negative, his 

bias, and with that accuracy and impartiality which 
should distinguish every investigator who claims to be a 
historian, rather than a partisan. 

In the History of Sacerdotal Celibacy, the author 
touches upon a topic which has a direct bearing upon 
recent discussions and tendencies in the Episcopal 
churches of England and America. The reference to 
these questions is, however, inferential, rather than direct; 
that is, Mr. Lea simply makes an exhibit of historical 
facts, and leaves the reader to apply the teachings de- 
rived from these facts to particular cases. The ground 
covered is from the very beginning of celibate teaching 
in the Christian Church to the priestly celibacy of the 
Roman Church to-day. The book is minutely sub- 
divided, topically and chronologically ; and under each 
sub-division the condition of the period in question is 
described from contemporary documents, every impor- 
tant fact being substantiated by a reference to original 
sources. The history of priestly celibacy is marked with 
much that is base, and yet with not a little that is noble. 
The author displays both sides of the history; yet the 

and quite frequently | 
the author is compelled to make a general statement in | 
the text, leaving the details to be told in the footnotes, 
beneath the partial concealment of a dead language. 

Mr. Lea keeps rigidly to his subject; and here, of | 
course, lies much of the secret of hissuccess. He touches | 

| every important crisis in ancient and medieval church | 
history, and almost every important character, but only | 
so far as cach is related to his subject. And yet it would 
not be easy to name a book which gives a better sketch 
of the means by which the church beeame the temporal 

| modern historical method. 

power that it was before the Reformation, than this His- 
tory, so closely is the rise of the temporal power inter- 
woven with the progress of priestly celibacy. 

Principal Tulloch’s volume on the Movements of 
Religious Thought in Britain during the Nineteenth 
Century is the most popular and, perhaps, the least im- 
partial, of the three works here grouped. Dr. Tulloch is 

| the senior principal of the oldest of the Scottish univer- 
| sities, —St. Andrew’s,—once famous, but now outstripped 

Glasgow. Principal Tulloch is one of the best repre- 
sentatives of what may be called the broad-church party 
in the Presbyterian churches of Scotland ; less profound 
than Principal Caird, his sympathies take a wider range, 
and touch the popular interest more vividly. 

The story of religious progress in England during this 
century begins, according to Principal Tulloch, with 
Coleridge, whose free restatement of Christian philosophy 
and denial of mechanical inspiration gave the impulse 
now carried forward by the broad-church party in the 
English Church. As a broad-churchman (though of 
another church), Principal Tulloch gives full and sym- 
pathetic portrayals of Coleridge and his school, of the 

| early Oriel school, and of the leading broad-churchmen. 
The tone is markedly apologetic, defending the progres- 
sionists from the strictures of the Evangelicals and Anglo- 
Catholics. The delineation of Maurice is less successful 
than that of most other broad-churchmen. In his case, 
indeed, Principal Tulloch is obliged to chronicle “a 
painful incident.” The reader may be curious to con 
what theological escapade is sufficiently serious to be 
considered “ painful” by a Scottish broad-churchman to 
whom all forms are alike inessential. It was Maurice’s 
re-baptism after his conversion to Trinitarianism, he not 

g | considering that his former (Unitarian) baptism was valid. 
Evangelicalism has no chronicle in this history of 

religious movements; Principal Tulloch would probably 
say that Evangelicalism has made no progress during 
the century. The Tractarians, however, take up a fair 
share of the space in the volume; but much less justice 
is accorded to them than to the broad-churchmen. If 
Newman’s Romanizing interpretation of the Thirty-nine 
Articles is an offense that cries unto heaven, why is it a 
light thing for the broad-churchmen to sign the same 
articles, under an evasive interpretation? Newman’s 
claim that in disavowing what the articles call the Roman 
doctrine of prayers for the dead, etc., he was not neces- 
sarily bound to give up the Anglican doctrine on the same 
subject, is historically more defensible than the signing 
of the articles by, say, the Rev. Dr. Mark Pattison, who, 
latterly, did not believe in Christianity at all, and who, 
perhaps, did not even believe in God. 

The sketch of religious movements in Scotland during 
the century is good; though even here the author shows 
no tendency to look over the fence which shuts in his 
own party. Perhaps no better characterization of Prin- 
cipal Tulloch’s book could be given than to say that it 
defends the evasions of Essays and Reviews, and sees 
nothing to condemn in the chain of events connected 
with the publication of that work, except ‘the junction 
of High Church and Low Church in an unworthy assault 
against Free thought within the Church.” 

Public libraries and private readers have long felt the 
lack of a one-volume history of the United States, con- 
siderably larger than any of the numerous school histo- 
ries, based on original work, and bringing the narrative 
nearer the present than do the well-known works of 
Bancroft and Hildreth. This want has now been sup- 
plied, in good measure, by Colonel Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson’s Larger History of the United States of Amer- 
ica, to the close of President Jackson’s administration. 
Most of the chapters have already become familiar in 
Harper’s Magazine; one appeared in The Century; and 
one passage, at least, in the New York Evening Post. 
The work as a whole, however, has no appearance of lit- 
erary patchwork; it is fluently and readably written, 
from careful, and to some extent new, study; and, of 
course, social conditions, race-traits, and the environ- 

|ment, are duly borne in mind, in accordance with the 
; ag tg! | story which he tells can never be other than one of the | 

contemporary dogma under the five topical divisions, | | saddest chapters of human history ; 
The author is a mere enter- 

| taining writer than J. R. Green, with whose similar 
work the present volume naturally invites comparison ; 
but we think he might well have imitated Green in say- 
ing a little more about our incipient national literature, 
as a sign of intellectual development, The interesting 
passage on pages 398-402 the reader would have liked to 
see in an expanded form. Another and more serious 
criticism is that the narrative closes at so carly a date. 
If Jackson’s administration is ancient history, so is 
Polk’s or Fillmore’s; indeed, there is no apparent reason 
why an impartial writer could not have continued his 

hes sachin ett 
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record at least to 1861, if, in a smaller work, the same 
writer coull cover the war and the reconstruction period, 
to our own day. One important element in the demand 
for a new /arge history of the country, in a single volume, 
thus fai's to be met. The numerous accompanying illus- 
trations rather detract from the weighty appearance of 
the work; but they are so excellent, in drawing, engrav- 
ing, and printing, and so unfamiliar, for the most part, 
that in reality they greatly add to the yalue of the book. 
The portraits, in particular, are unrivaled elsewhere.— 
A new candidate for favor, among the many school 
histories of our country, is A Brief History of the United 
States, first prepared by Professor J. Dorman Steele in 
1871, but now revised, brought down to the present year, 
newly printed, and accompanied by a new set of wood- 
cuts and maps. The text is clear, interesting, impartial, 
and, for the most part, accurate, even in vexed matters ; 
its chief defect is its prevalent spirit of glowing enthusi- 
asm and eulogy,—qualities which, though fortunately 
national, should be tempered in a work like this. The 
illustrations easily surpass those printed in any similar 
school history, with the single exception, perhaps, of | 
Scudder’s recent work, and they represent the drawing 
and wood-cutting of the prevalent American style. 
(Higginson’s Larger History of the United States. Sq. 
8vo, cloth, illustrated, pp. xii, 470. New York: Harper 
and Brothers. Price, $3.50.—Barnes’s Brief History of 
the United States. 12mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. ii, 362. 
New York: A. S. Barnes & Co.) 

It is certainly not to be regretted that the well-edited 
series of international novels which come from the press 
of William 8. Gottsberger should include an occasional 
reprint of one of the famous stories of last generation. 
Such a reprint we have in the newly published Elizabeth ; 
or, The Exiles of Siberia, which is a favorable specimen 
of the old-fashioned didactic novel, from which our mod- 
ern romance writers have developed away. The sus- 
tained, if sometimes overdrawn, pathos of the story, its 
simple religious spirit, and its lofty teachings with re- 
spect to filial duty, made Elizabeth a general favorite at 
the time of its firs} appearance; and there is no reason 
why the same qualities should not now endear it to 
readers who are tired of the endless analysis of the 
modern character novel or the tinsel realism of the 
sensational romance. (l16mo, pp. 149. New York: 
William 8. Gottsberger.) 

Difficult as the task of writing a good temperance 
story undoubtedly is, that task has been achieved by Pansy, 
in her interesting book entitled One Commonplace Day. 
The le ‘sons that love and faithfulness are never lost, 
and that no soul on this side of the grave is beyond help 
through a forgiving Saviour, are well brought out in 
these pleasantly written pages. Her readers owe a debt 
to Pansy for the bright gospel she preaches. (16mo, 
illustrated, pp. 513. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. Price, 
$1.50.) 

There is an absence of literary skill in the story enti- 
tled As We Went Marching On, by G. W. Hosmer, M.D., 
but it is not without interest as a contribution to the 
literature of the war, the memory of which is growing 
somewhat vague, even in the minds of many who were 
actors in its exciting scenes. (16mo, pp. 310. New York: 
Harper and Brothers.) 

A bright story for girls comes from the practised pen 
of Sarah Doudney. Young women will find The Strength 
of Her Youth an entertaining tale not only, but also very 
suggestive as to the best way of spending youth and 
strength. (16mo, pp. 225. New York: Thomas Whit- 
taker. Price, $1.25.) 

WORK AND WORKERS. 

THE INTER-SEMINARY MISSIONARY 

ALLIANCE. 

FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. 

The amount of work to be done, and the duty of the 
Church to do it now, were the thoughts uppermost in the 
convention of the American Inter-Seminary Missionary 
Alliance which met recently in Rochester, New York. 
Thirty-four theological seminaries were represented by 
nearly four hundred delegates, and a spirit of quiet ear- 
nestness characterized the meetings. Work done and to 
be done in South America, among the freedmen, and 
among the Jews, gave subjeets to three of the six papers 
read by representatives of different seminaries; and the 
Rev, A. F. Schaufiler, of New York, addressed the Alli- 

ance on “City missions.” In each of these fields much 
has been done, but more remains undone. South Amer- 
ica must be rescued from the vice and atheism resulting 
from a dead church and an immoral clergy. The Jews 
are in a critical time; they are weary of looking for a 
Christ to come. Some find their Messiah in an elevated 
humanity; some are turning, with reverence at least, 
towards Jesus of Nazareth. But they will be slow to 
accept him while Christians hate and ostracize them. 
Every parish should make a special effort to win the 
Jews in its own borders. Among the freedmen the 
Church is doing more efficient work; but even here much 
waits to be done. The interest awakened recently in 
the evangelization of Africa should stimulate work for 
the colored man,—for he must be an important factor in 
the salvation of his race. Mr. Schauffler’s account of 
the godless thousands in our great cities was thrilling. 
In work for these people it is necessary to counteract the 
home influences. The demand is for men who will go 
and live among them, and be known and trusted by them. 
Missionaries from different fields and under different 
boards spoke for other parts of the world, urging the 
needs of India, China, Burmah, and our home mission 
work, 
What may be called the subjective aspects of mission 

work were not neglected by the Alliance. The other 
papers considered “ Bible teaching concerning missions,” 
“ Lessons from the life of Dr. Duff,” and “‘ The personal 
call to mission work.” The Rev. Dr. P. 8S. Henson of 
Chicago spoke of the “Speculative stumbling-blocks,” 
which are to-day the Church’s great enemies,—agnosti- 
cism, optimism, and pessimism. The Rev. Dr. 8. J. Mc- 
Pherson of Chicago spoke on “The common aim of 
ministers and missionaries,” emphasizing the lost condi- 
tion of all out of Christ, neighbor and foreigner alike. 
Bishop Coxe of the diocese of Western New York, in 
his address on “The sacred ministry non-professional,” 
reminded his hearers that the ministry is a vocation, not 
a profession. Mercenary considerations will insinuate 
themselves into the minister’s thoughts unless he is ab- 
sorbed with the work of men’s salvation. There is too 
much indifference in the Church. We need a reforma- 
tion to-day as much as it was needed three hundred 
years ago. Closely related to this last thought was the 
sermon by the Rev. Dr. Barbour of Yale College. From 
Jeremiah 23 : 29, Luke 12 : 49, and Acts 17 : 6, he taught 
that Chrisi’s gospel was meant to disturb men. Of the 
apostles it was said, “These men do exceedingly trouble 
our city.” When Christianity does not disturb the world, 
something is wrong. It is a gospel of peace; but its plan 
is ‘‘ first pure, then peaceable.” 
Thus the papers and addresses alike gave solemnity 

and earnestuess to the exercises. During the conven- 
tion, some decided to go into foreign mission work. Of 
those present, forty-three declared their intention to be- 
come missionaries—some home, some foreign ; and many 
who made no declaration, were led to consider the mat- 
ter very thoughtfully. The convention will find its fruit 
not only in an increased missionary force, but in a large 
number of missionary pastors, who will do much to stir 
up the Church to its duty as a missionary church. 

WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 

—Those who have learned how much good a well- 
conducted convention can do, in stimulating the zeal and 
the knowledge and in increasing the practical efficiency 
of those who attend, will not be likely to do without that 
aid in the future. That is the point of the note regard- 
ing the Oregon Second District convention from Mr. 
G. F. Billings, who writes: “We have just concluded 
the work of our second annual district Sunday-school 
convention. It was a success from the first evening, and 
the large audiences were held to the last session, The Rev. 
J.Q. A. Henry, pastor of the First Baptist Church of 
Portland, and Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Wheeler of Portland, 
did very much to make the convention the success it 
was. Just say that there are very few counties in the 
United States which cannot have a successful Sunday- 
school convention each -year with a little effort. We 
have learned something of their value, and propose to 
hold a convention each fall, and a meeting of one day in | 
each county in the spring.” 

—From Kentucky comes cheering news of a revival 
along the whole line of Sunday-school work. Mr. 
James I’, Huber, the state secretary and treasurer, sums 
up the history of the past few months in that state in the 
following letter: “‘There is a manifest revival of interest 
in Sunday-school work throughout the state. Denomina- 
tions are paying more attention to this important branch 
of their work, and Christians are co-operating more gen- 

erally and heartily in conventions and institutes for 

’ 

instructing and inspiring the workers, The State Con- 
vention held in August at Mt. Sterling was attended by 
nearly twice the number of delegates present at any 
meeting for several years, and the discussions and interest 
throughout were an improvement in about the same 
ratio. The finances of the State Union are in good con- 
dition. Kentucky’s pledge of one hundred dollars to the 
International Committee for this year was paid within a 
few days after the convention adjourned, being the first 
state except Texas to meet her obligation. The proceed- 
ings of the convention, a neat eighty-eight page pamph- 
let, were issued in the short space of six weeks after the 
convention adjourned. The book is valuable to Sunday- 
school workers, and is already proving helpful. An 
adyance step has been taken in the employment of a 
state visitor. The Executive Committee secured the ser- 
vices of Mr. S. F. Wishard on the first of last June, and 
the convention approved the action and continued the 
engagement. For two months he has visited systemati- 
cally and faithfully the Sunday-school people in twenty- 
two counties of Western Kentucky, and has had good 
success in personal conference and county conventions. 
As a result, a district institute will be held at Princeton, 
November 10-12, and there is every assurance of a large 
attendance and profitable occasion. Prominent among 
those to participate are the Rev. M. B. DeWitt, D.D., of 
Nashville, Tennessee; Mrs. John A. Miller (Faith 
Latimer), of Louisville ; and the Rey. James F. Price, 
of Marion. The citizens of Princeton will generously en- 
tertain the institute ; reduced rates of transportation have 
been secured, and every effort will be made to present an 
attractive invitation to the people. The officers of the 
State Sunday-school Union for the current year are as 
follows: President, Professor J. J. Rucker, Georgetown ; 
Vice-President, the Rev. J. R. Deering, Mt. Sterling ; 
State Visitor, S. F. Wishard, Louisville ; Secretary and 
Treasurer, James F’. Huber, Louisville ; Chairman Execu- 
tive Committee, H. W. Hunter, Louisville.” 

GENERAL. 

—In connection with the approach of Thanksgiving 
Day, the National Divorce Reform League suggests that 
ministers on Thanksgiving Day, or on some Sunday near 
to it, should preach sermons upon the family. The 
League recommends that on this occasion the attention 
of the people should be directed rather to the blessings 
connected with the family than to the perils which 
threaten it. ‘It seems fitting,” says the secretary, the 
Rev. Samuel W. Dyke of Royalton, Vermont, “ that on 
this day the thoughts of the American people should be 
directed to this great source of their blessings, to a grate- 
ful recognition of their debt to the family in the past, 
and to the constructive work which is to be done through 
it in the future. While offering thanksgiving for present 
blessings, let prayer be made for great increase of a 
healthy public opinion, and for wise and effective legis- 
lation, in the coming year, concerning this fundamental 
institution of society. We further suggest that collec- 
tions be taken on the occasion in aid of those benevolent 
societies, including the League, which are nost directly 
devoted to the protection and cultivation of the true idea 
and practice of the family and the home. Should any 
desire to mention it, the treasurer of the League is W. G. 
Benedict, Esq., 132 Federal Street, Boston.” 

—One of the kindly enterprises whose success has al- 
ready proved their right to live is the Christmas Letter 
Mission, which distributed in hospita!s, prisons, and 
“homes” of the United States, last Christmas, thirty-five 
thousand Christmas letters, with cards enclosed, and in 
England more than six times that number. One of the 
prominent American laborers in the cause of this charity 
sends the following details of the practical workings of 
the mission: “I think one of the best ways of looking 
at the work is to consider the fact that one dollar will 
buy an average of thirty letters, and carry the message 
of ‘ peace on earth’ to thirty different souls. The let- 
ters are divided into six or more different classes, so as 
to suit all ages and conditions of life. To show how well 
they suit, an instance will illustrate. Last year I sent a 
letter to a man of whom I knew nothing, except that he 
had a kindly face, but was likely to lose his position 
through drink. He afterwards went to a friend of mine, 
and asked how I knew so much about him. Theanswer 
was that I knew nothing abeut him. ‘Why,’ he said, 
‘she must know my history, for that letter hits at me 
from every point.’ I received this fall two dollars from 
one who had been so blessed by the receipt of one of 
these letters, while in a hospital, that she felt she must do 
what she could to send them to brighten other sufferers, 
This work opens a way by which each one of us may 

minister unto those who are ‘sick and in prison,’ ree 
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membering that the Master has said, 
‘Inasmuch as ye have doneit unto one of 
the least of these, ye have done it unto 
me,’ Subscriptions will be gladly re- 
ceived, or any further information given 
if those interested will apply either to the 
general secretary, Miss H. M. Cox, New- 
town, Queens County, New York, or to 
the state secretary for Pennsylvania, Mrs. 
H. 8. Lewis, 14 Woodland Terrace, Phila- 
delphia.” id 

BUSINE ESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 53,500 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The advertising rate 
is 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent, on two insertions, to 40 per cent, on an 
advertisement running a year. 

Horsford’s Acid Phosphate, very satisfac- 
tory in prostration. Dr. P. P. Gilmartin, 
Detroit, Mich., says: “I have found it very 
satisfactory in its effects, notably in the pros- 
tration attendant upon aleoholism.” 

The Youth’s Companion will be sent free 
to January 1, 1886, and a full year’s subscrip- 
tion from that date to January, 1887, to all 
who send $1.75 now for a year’s subscription. 
The Youth’s Companion is a weekly pape?, 
and has nearly 350,000 subscribers. 

Outings and Imiixgs. This department of 
Tue Purmapetrnia WEEKLY PREss is de- 
voted exclusively to amusements for the home 
circle and the promotion of social intercourse. 
It has games for the parlor, out-of-door sports, 
entertainments suitable for church sociables, 
hints to amusement committees and to young 
people’s social clubs, singing games, romping 
games, quiet games, games of memory, games 
of skill,—in fact, all kinds of games, It isa 
regular feature of the paper, and is issued 
every week. Send for a sample copy, and see 
what you think of it. 

Books of Interest. 

MADAGASCAR AND FRANCE. 
By George A. Shaw. A full account of 

the py island of Mad , its inhabitants, 
history, productions, missions, ete., together 
with a full history of the recent attempts of 
the French to seize the island, written by Mr. 
Shaw, who was a missionary from London. 
Fully illustrated and map. 12mo, 438 pages. 
20 cuts. $1.50. 

HOME-LIFE IN CHINA. 
By Mrs. B Wuchang, China. A 

description of pont Ha life among Chinese 
homes, written by one many years a missionar 
among them. Itis full of incidents and detail, 
and has a full account of mission work among 
the people. 12mo, 314 pages. 22 cuts. $1.25. 

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
150 Nassau St., New York; 52 Bromfield St., 
Boston ; 1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia ; 93 
State St., Rochester; 153 W abash Av. , Chicago. 

MACAZINES. 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY. 
a Subscribe now. Special Inducement. 

WIDE AWAKE. $3.00 a year. 
THE PANSY. $1.00 a year. 
OUR LITTLE MEN AND WOMEN. 
BABYLAND. 50 cents a year. 

Total, $5.50 at subscription rates. 
These 4 Magazines will be sent for one year to 

one address, postage paid, if $4.75 is remitted at one 
time tous direct (and not through any agent), 
before December 1, 1885. 

O. LOTHROP & CO., Publishers, 
Franklin and Mawley St«., Boston, Mines. 

“Teachings of the Apostles, 

Edited by PHILIP SCHAFF, D.D. 
Text of Dudache in Greek and English, all the cognate 
documents, sketch of vennios, facsimile of manu- 
seript, full discussion modes of beptiom, Lord’s 
Supper, Bisho: Deacons, ete. Price, 

FUNK & WAGNALLS, 10-12 Dey Bt. a Mew York. 

SYMBOL GIFT S323; 
Cc as 7S Sr OA NELE ser be Lhvery >} 

iH. B. Angell, 35 neti Ee 

$1.00 a year. 

MAPS for 8. 5. tater Es 

for the vet | 

Whynottry ST.NI NICHOLAS? 

ND_ now the evenings are g 

essary. 

children, do you not 

a powerful auxiliary. 
“Is‘*St. Nicnoras’ We shall not 

our ver?” = fine things that 

rowing long, and the season has 
gain when we begin to think about our winter 
reading. What are you going to provide for the 

ey Children this year? Why not try “ St. Nicholas 
© Magazine”? It contains not only fiction—and 
imp that by the best writers,—but also suggestive 
¥ features, hints and ideas about art and science 

‘ and common things: —it is useful,— it is nec- 
If you see a well-thumbed copy of “St. 

Nicholas ” on the table of a house where there are 
get a good impression of the chil- 

dren of that household? Are they not apt to be bright 
\ and quick and well-informed? ‘St. Nicholas” doesn’t 
pretend to take the place of teacher or parent,—but it’s 

go into particulars here as to the 
are coming in the new volume 

which begins with the November number; you can send us a 
postal card, and we will forward specimen pages of November 

number and prospectus free. In November begins “ Little Lord 

Fauntleroy,” a serial story by Mrs. Frances H. Burnett; the next 
number, December, is the great Christmas issue ; in January, Mr. W. 
D. Howells’s story will appear,—and so it goes right through the 

year, Horace E, Scudder is writing an interesting—mind you, 
an interesting —biography of George Washington; Miss Alcott 

has Icft more “ Bits o 

English public schools, 
delight the boys,—and 

Charles Kingsley is wri 

The price is $3.00 a year; 2 
You can subscribe with dealers, postmasters, or 

THE CENTURY CO. 33 East 17th St. N. Y. 

of school-life, will introduce a subject of impor- 
tance alike to fathers and sons; the daughter of 

=== hood of Shakespeare,” and,—but we said 
An “ Fron ” Boy, we were not giving the prospectus here. ~ 

writes short stories for girls; Helen Jackson (i. H.) 
f Talk for Young Folks”; J. T. 

Trowbridge writes a serial ; the series of papers on the great 
Eton and others, will 
“ Drill,” a-serial story 

iting about “ The Boy- 

§ cents a number. 
7 

A“Harrow” Bow, 

J. H. VINCENT, D.D.—‘ In every way ad- 
mirable, I have often planned such an ar- 
rangement, Every teacher should have a 
copy.” 

ee 

Full text of all lessons, 
Scripture only. Maps and 
Golden Texts. Well bound, 
in limp cloth, 78 pages. 
44x 2%in. % in. thick. 
Round corners. Red edges. Sus 

UNDAY? 

“SCHOOL LS 

P.S, HENSON, D.D.—‘ Just what everybody 
able, durable, compact, beauti- 

ful. AN Sunday-school workers will thank 
you,” 

ddkeilessons me" Published by the American 
Publication Society of Hebrew, 
Chicago. P. 0. Addrese— 
Morgan Park, 

SAMPLE FREE TO ANY SUPERINTENDENT SENDING STAMP. 

B. F. JACOBS, Esq.—* I like it very much 
indeed. It should go into the hands of the 
scholars. It will help in memorizing the 
lessons.” 

JOHN WANAMAKER, Esq.—< A capital 
thing. Will fill an important place, and put 
into circulation more and more the blessed 
Word.” 

ft Mea 

me ag: arin 

ee ae , beauty of illustration, and typog- 
Pas Hes Hous. a a aims to be that particular 

pectesicn) indicated by its name. To the homes a: 
ides of the People ie enters as an intimate frisud, 

and furnishes to all within the precincts of home agree- 
able diversion in a literary form, free from pen ned 
and designed to encourage and stimulate the practice 
of the Sreeete virtues and high probity in all the 
affairs of life. 

In addition to the Genéral Literary Department, 
many pages are devoted to home decorations and 
household affairs. 
Terms : 83.00 per year. Write for FREE SPECIMEN | 

cory and club rates. | 
T. S. ARTHUR & SON, Philadciphia, Pa. 

THE INDEPENDENT. 

RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY WEEKLY, | 
The most sauenteal religious organ in 

the States.— Te Spectator, London, Eng. 
Sub«cription, $83.00 per year. Tic. 3 months. | 
Send postal for free specimen copy. 

251 BROADWAY. 

Pilgrim Teacher Lesson 
Oe And fun becy, bones 

by MG Hagard. emt ie 5 oe a ALBUMS SELLING ® EACH. 
$’* L. MOORE, 16 8, 8th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

PERSIAN LEOPARD EDITION. 
00 per volume. In new and elegant 

ings, round tomy padded covers, each 
volume inabox. The nea’ ana most attractive 
line of poets in leather iatinee ore ever put on the mar- 
ket at so low a price. 
Bryant, Favorite Poems, Lady of the Lake, Mere- 

aith. Scott, Burns, Goldsmith, Lucile, ag ‘Shake- 
Mrs. Browning, Hemans, Longfellow ow, Procter, 

Penny . nnyson, Byron, Ingelow, Moore, Red- Letter Poems, 
ttier. 

THOMAS Y. CROWELL & CO., 
_ Astor Place, New ¥ York. 

_ CHRISTMAS SERVICES. 
| %e. 1. W 5" wae s—Respeonsive and Hy mas. 
— _ <- 

6. Responsive and Hymns. $2.00 | 
we pb pen, og 
as *J Res ive, and Words with Music. 

Pos tage extra. 
No.8. Owens Chimes.” Responsive, and Words | | 

Postas' e extra. 
No. oe ay hy: of itowe Res; ~ ay Words 
with Musie. $1.00 5 et vex ” 

| Single copy,dcents; set ors, Ra yy a atone 
| Ref’d Church Pub. Board, 87 Arch St., Phila. 

€fS. will iy AMES’ MASTERY OF THE | 
EN—a guide to x price, 1-08, Statin tak te 

any other — forme -00. Stamps taken. 
| Radres PF. A. MUNS + Sl Warren St., New York. 

THE CHOICEST ST HOUDAY BOOKS, 

TWO NEW BOOKS OF TRAVEL BY 
CELEBRATED WRITERS. 

The Golden West. By MARGARET SIDNEY. $1.75. 
The Family Flight Th Mexico. B 

Epwakp HA.Leand Miss Susan Hate 

TWO EXQUISITE NEW CIFTBOOKS 
Meroines of the Poets. $.00. And 
Wonderfal Christmases of Old. $2.00. 
TWO NEW BOOKS OF READINCS 

FOR EACH DAY. 
mer by the Wag. w' with special commendation, 

and an ayy introduction by PHILLIPS 
BROOKS. $1.00. 

Lift Up Your Hearts. By Rosz Porter. 25cts, 
The demand for each exceeds that of any similar 

books which have been issued for years. - 

TWO BEAUTIFUL NEW QUARTOS. 
Little Folks’ Art Book.—Two hundred original 

drawings, humorous and gro ue, with illustra- 
tive text. %.. mye delig ntful. $1.00. 

Art for ¥ le.—A book of great value, 
sivix “Csr directions and stimulating exam- 

ean illustrations cost many thousand 
olla 
Two NEW STORY BOOKS OF 

SCIENCE. 
Wonderful Stories of Science. 12mo, cloth. 

$1.30.- And 
Up Mill and Down Dale. Quarto. $1.25. 
We also have "* Under Foot” and “ Gp Ree ” in 

and oe end covers, uniform with 

FIVE ANNUALS: The Most Popular Juveniles 
Ever Published. 

1. Babyland, for 18%. 75 cents. 
2. Our Little Men and Women, for 1885. $1.50. 
3. The Pansy, for 1895, $1.25 
4. Chasssaque Young Folks’ Annual, for 

5. wiae ye for 1885. Two volumes each year. 
Vol. “S” contains Miss ELIZABETH STUART PHELPS’ 

serial, “A Brave Girl,” and hundreds of original pic 
tures and stories by the best living writers, $1.50. 
Vol. ‘*T” contains CHARLES EGRERT CRADDOCK’S 

serial story, ‘‘ Down the Ravine,” and the most brik 
liant of stories, poems, and ictures ever in- 
pm py A volume. §1.75. . 

THREE BEAUTIFUL AND DAINTY 
we oe oa BOOKS. 

ope Songs, and Songs of Love. 
1 ay 50 cents each. 

The Merry Months All and The Procession 
of the Zediae are aoe holiday books, 
printed with tinted inks. $1.00 each. 

Any o&f the above books can be had of your bookseller, 
or will be sent at publisher's expense to any address, on 
recetpt of advertised price. 

Faith 
By 

For full description and announcement of forthcoming 
books, send for D. Lothrop & Co.'s New Catalogue. 

D. LOTHROP & CO., Publishers, 

82 Franklin Street, Boston. 

THE 

SABBATH 

QUESTION. |__ 

THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
has now ——- the manuscript which 

the John C. on rize of 
ONE THOUSAND RS. 

THE LOne’s DAY: Re Universal and Perpetual Obliga- 
y Prof. Watfiie. 12mo, pp. 420. 

Cloth, rd 00. By oo $1.12. 
“Tt is the foremost book on the Christian Sabbath.” 

The following are very fine books for prizes and 
gifts. All are new, beautifully bound, and interesting. 
TENT AND SADDLE LIFE IN THE HOLY LAND. By 

Rev. David Van Horne, D.D., author of The 
Mountain Boy of Wildhaus, ete. 12mo. $1.25, 

A graphic narrative by a keen-eyed observer. 
HOW TO oa ON. (Author’s edition, with portrait.) 

By B. B. Comegys, author of Be ginning Life, 
ete. 12mo. $1.50. 

Young men will be aided by this valuable work. The 
author’s experience well fits him to be a guide to others, 
wanes © OF ue = RErORmATION. By the Rev. 

wton, D.D., author of Pearls from 
te ns, I2mo. $1.25. 

Here Dr. Newton, in his clear, inimitable style, pre- 
sents rich lessons from the history of the Chureh: 
uo Ld ng ROAD. By eos author of Through 

ter, etc. a $1.! 
This + sorh me confirm the o — aie from the au- 

thor’s other works, that ks better suited for the 
young have rarely been written. 

The American 

Sunday-School Union, 

1122 Chestnut Street, Phila. 
10 Bible House, New York. 

- Our Little Ones and The Nursery. 
Now is the time te | subscribe to the mest 

beautiful magazine in 
the world fer the 
youngest readers. If 
you have never seen it, 
send us your address 
and we will mail yeu a 
specimen copy free. 

Canvassers wanted, 
y Newsdenlers sell it. 

One year, $+.50. Single Copies, 15 cts. 
ussell Publishing 

MAN'S Seana 
Address G, A. G & con be < 

W. PRITCHARD, 2523 
and get @ handsome journal free, 

, 96 Bromfield St., Boston, Mass. 

re | SER Ae RR « 

om vee ele 



November 14, 1885.] 

- THE YOUTHS COMPANION. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 1886. 

The aim of the Companion is, to provide the best matter for the instruction and entertainment of its subscribers. In pursuance of this purpose, 
we announce important accessions to its list of Contributors, that already includes nearly all the distinguished Authors of this country and Great Britain, 
and some of those of France and Germany. A few selections from the Announcements for the year 1886 are given below. 

, Illustrated Serial Stories. 
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A CAPITAL SERIAL FOR BOYS.............cccceesees puede Ate steiner tide wickberedanmenais by J. T. TROWBRIDGE. 
RO DREAM, co Fen BONG ois faded ccs cncnd, coves seacessncoctivesese cadicpabevsb ods by GEO. MANVILLE FENN. 
RE Tacs isins scbchidtnaiibticckecarschnighh véncbbalibeaunes gels Sendsibencess by M. R. HOUSEKEEPER. 
nS Sesh as ch sbaphccenicswWansdbrcnksicesnedsethishassiadhccdiosra Oeimabhenshsdibeiiuel by C. A. STEPHENS. 
IPD TI Hre Bry Oe VARIES, 6 vnncncncpencescccnsesscnsnerscecesseticns by CHARLES EGBERT CRADDOCK. 

Adventures. i *  Matural History. 

ARCTIC ADVENTURES... ..by Lieut. GREELY, U.S. N. INCIDENTS OF ANIMAL Sagacity...........by the REV. J. G. WOOD. 
THE SLAVE CATCHERS of Madagascar. Lddiccceeen by Lieut. SHUFELDT. NEW STORIES from the Fisheries........ by Prof. SPENCER F. BAIRD. 
AMONG THE BREAKERB................. by C. F. GORDON CUMMING. DOGS WHO EARN THEIR LIVING....... by JAMES GREENWOOD. 
CANADIAN ADVENTUREG........... ..c..000. cesccsees by E. W. THOMSON. STORIES of Old Trappers and Fur-Buyers............ by F. W. CALKINS. 
ADVENTURES OF STOWAWAYS........00.....00. by WM. H. RIDEING. AMUSING SKETCHES of Whale-Hunting............... by A. F. MYERS. 
MY ESCAPE from Morro Castle, by a Cuban Patriot, JUAN ROMERO. PERILS OF PEARL DIVING. ..cccssccscssessccsseese by Col. T. W. KNOX. 
A BOY’S ADVENTURES in Montano........... by JAMES W.. TOWLE. THE ROGUE ELEPHANT ....0....cccccsseesesseeses by W. T. HORNADAY. 
MY ADVENTURE with Road Agents........... by FRANK W. CALKINS. THE KEEPERS OF THE ZOO: or Anecdotes 
EXPLOITS with Submarine Boats and Torpe- about Animals, gleaned from the Keepers 

does in Naval Warfare........ sills aadsinnns sacle by T. C. HOYT. of the Zodlogical Gardens, London........ .......+. by ARTHUR RIGBY, 

Special Artares. 

Pt hee NN) en ey ak eae whee t by THE MARQUIS OF LORNE. 
DRAMATIC EPISODES in English History.....cssc:c.ssssss sees EPpy erry rs by JAMES ANTHONY FROUDE. 
GLIMPSES OF ROUMANIA cecccsssscsccsscssccssesce cssssses sesseseen soe as Sa Ao dee ie hy THE QUEEN OF ROUMANIA. 
rR ST ea Lcihensenidiiiitalletatt ee by the Famous Singer, CHRISTINE NILSSON. 
RI PTE Sad by CANON FARRAR. 
THE VICTIMS OF CIRCUMBTANCES..0.........cccccs sssccoocs sosccsucesoscsusesscssceseoucsss sadscsace sobennnen cuseonens by WILKIE COLLINS. 
Sh ea RE REC re by RICHARD A. PROCTOR. 
OUR FUTURE SHOWN BY THE CENSUS ....ccc..cscsssos scccsscsssssescsssce sessesscs-esensnes sessnsees evens by FRANCIS A. WALKER. 
is iy CI nn eee by CLARA LOUISE KELLOGG. 

, { President C. W. ELIOT, of Harvard University. 
Me a yA President NOAH PORTER, of Yale College. > 

President F. A. P. BARNARD, of Columbia College. 
Professor MOSES COIT TYLER, of Cornell College. 

? 

Four Papers, by 

Useful and Practical. — 

BOYS WHO CAME FROM THE FARM....by H. BUTTERWORTH. 
VIOLIN BOWING—Buying a Violin................. by ROBT. D. BRAIN. 
LOCKS AND KEYS; or Wonders of Locksmiths.....by H. E. WILLIS. 
SMALL STOCK-RAISING for Boys...............by LEMUEL PAXTON. 
SHORT-HAND AS A PROFESSION...by HERBERT W. GLEASON. 
HOW TO FORM a Young'Folks’ Shakespeare Club, Prof. W. J. ROLFE. 

Entertaining. 

PERSONAL ANECDOTES of John Marshall.....by J. ESTEN COOKE. 
DRIFTED IN: A Story of a Storm-Bound Train...... by OSCAR KNOX. 
EXPLOITS OF AMERICAN BICYCLISTS....by BENJ. F. SPENCER. 
A RAW RECRUIT, and What Happened to Him......by A. D. CHILDS. 
STORIES OF LETTER-CARRIERS......by T. W. STARK WEATHER. 
THE PERILS OF PRECOCIOUS CHILDREN, Dr. W. A. HAMMOND 

HOME-SEEKING IN THE WEST—Homesteading— A BOY at the Battle of Fredericksburg............ by THOS. 8S. HOPKINS. 
How Land is Pre-empted—Farming and Irriga- THE “CRITTER BACK” REGIMENT, and 
tion—How to Secure Land by Tree Culture......by E. V. SMALLEY. | Other Tales of Old Campaigns........-..+..........by AMOS MURRAY. 

! 

| , Illustrated Sketches. 

YOURG MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. .............:0000 ssscssscscccsssecs coscseses sovseeees sossceste sndencees by H. W. LUCY. 
ee SERENE ES | ft REPRE eran ee ee a by JOSEPH HATTON. 
THE PRINCE AND PRINCESS UIA TIIL AI, 2nanccnee seccasece cecscosen Siilitanetnaba jaan ieliiabinablidanadiiads deonnetl by MRS. E. M. AMES. 
Se I, EE BE SI os nsane. se00e0c00 sesone oanonppen peenanean sabeasetl soseeniide woesness cocenenns by BRAM STOKER. 
EE UNED MeNIED COIS sins ake ccsce Lslinspecinsincnss sescccoeeeuse tiiliicaaLitls epnalelibicpmenntiennsnattetiindia by Lieut. SCHWATKA. 
AN EDITOR'S EXPERIENCE IN THE: WILD WERBT....... .....0005 ccsscssos cocsscoes sosscnssiidesonsdbisssboacsecsses by J. L. HARBOUR. 
LIFE IN TURKEY .. _— seein ...by the U. 8. Minister to Turkey, Hon. 8. 8. COX. 
TRICKS OF MAGIC ‘AND CONJURING EXPLAINED... inacanhs’spahigaeiostacial cassia sical cadinonaine ton by “PROF. HOFFMAN.” 
BITS OF TRAVEL IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA and Santa Fe......ccccceescssseseeees cereeeees by HELEN HUNT JACKSON. 

The EDITORIALS on leading events at home and abroad will be fundamental in character, and marked in their impartial treatment 
of the subjects diseussed. The CHILDREN’S PAGE will be a special feature, as heretofore, and will be filled with stories, jingles and 
pictures adapted to the youngest readers. 

To pode 5 who subscribes now, and sends us $1.75, we will send The Companion free 
FREE 7 J e time the subscription is received to Januar 1, 1886, and a full year’s sub- 

a oty « scription from that date. Remit Money Order, heck, or Registered Letter. 

Subscription Price, $1.75 a year. Sample Copies Free. Please mention this Paper. 

Address PERRY MASON & CO., Publishers, 41 Temple Place, BOSTON, MASS. 

The Seven Account System INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL LES-| , "The Best Practical Art Magazine” \s Tux Ant GOLDEN TEXT: DESIGNS for Sunday 
lar, De- school. Various emblem- 

SON DAILY CALENDAR—1886. ‘ signs, Instructions,Criticisms. and lustrations, Home aa care. « —_ Goldep 
BOOK- “KEEPING JOU RNAL. 365 leaves in block-form, mounted on a beautiful | Decorationand Zernichin (Expert advice free), ipee pa ant Catch Thoug eac 

hly treatise on the followi chromo card. Teachers and students find it a valuable | ing. Drawing, Carving, oaelht ng Engraving, Brass HART. Jx., 242 Doneomnt St.. Philadelphia. Pa 
obvi mons BOOK. KEEP PING (SHO ieee AND, assistant to esson study. For sale by all leading book- | Hammering, and Ecclesiastical and other 

A yeh oe RO PENMANSHIP GERMAN, stores yo yt the U. 8., or address woe Numerous Colored Paice by distinguished ao UNDAY HICACO’S 
SPELLING CORRES SPONDENCE. OLD. Publisher, Phila. $4.00 ayear. 35c.a number. Specimen, 2c. Mention CHOOL | _HEAPEST COMMERCIAL LAW, HISTORY,.GRAMMAR. Piles, bg ecemts. Descriptive circulars mailed on | this ree Montague Marks, 2 Union Kquare, N.Y. UPPLIes VONCERN. 
TME. SEVEN ey yt SYSTEM 
ee, 25 rents. N. Clark St., CHICA 

BEST SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOKS. 
Bend for HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO,’§ List, 

aerse Bence, (uaur AUQUA BOOKS! gin ey H. TOMLINSON, Publisher of 8. 8. Records, nd for circular. bp : isher o 
mer, 3 mh.. AUTAUQUA BOOKS 914 Arch Street, Phila e 5.5. Cards, etc. Catal ewe Se. CHICAGO, ILL: 

END FOR THEOLOGICAL CATALOGUE, D L. MOODY'S 2°? wanted. 
H. B, GARNER, 710 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. . ¥.H. Revell blisher Chicase: 

end 14 cents to H. H. Carter, 
Boston, for samples of paper and envelop 

ie 6 BIBLES GERMAN OR ENGLISH, ®. 
F. L. MOORE, 15 S. 8th Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, Published weekly 
at the following rates, which include postage: 
From 1 00 4 COPIES, ONE YOAT....cccecsreeeeeseren one 2.00 each, 

i T°) lo. (Reena Fe 
* 10 to 19 copies.... 
$€ =D COPIES OF OVE... ...cecerressseseveresererepuperegese Ld ty 
Three or six months at t';¢ same proportionate rate. 

To the person forming a club of either grade, at these 
regular rates, one additional copy free. 
The papers for a club will be sent either to the indi- 

vidual addresses of the members, or in a package to | 
one address, according to the preference of subscrib- 
era, The emely for a club should all go to one post- 
office, although in cases where a portion of the 
teachers of a school get their mall matter from one 
~st-olfice, and others in the same school get theirs 
from another the papers will be sent accordingly. 
Different schools are not to unife in the forming of a 
«lib, but each school should have its own club, at 
whatever price the number of copies taken entitles it. 
Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 

additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 
paper. 
by wy for a club, whether going in a package to 

ong , or sent separately to the members of the 
club, will be discontinued at the expiration of the sub- 
scription, 

The yellow label on each paper sent to single (not club) 
subscribers shows up to what date the puper has been 
paid for, If the vublisher does not by that date receive 
a@ fequest from the subs Ler that the ap be discon- 

he pa will, tinued, he will continue to send tt. 
however, be stopped at any time thereafter, the sub- 
scriber so desires, and remits tie amount due for the 
time that he haa received tu, The papers for a club will 
be stopped at once on the e.cpiration of Ure club subscrip- 
tion, unless a renewal for the same is received, 
Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 

year at yearly rates, 
ibers asking to have the direction of a paper 

changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish It sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state, 
Ifa club subscription Is renewed by some other per- 

s80n than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating that 
the club he subscribes for es the place of the one 
formed last year by 
FOR THE SMALLER SCHOOLS.—By a new plan, 

the smaller schools, which, on account of having but 
few teachers, cannot form large clubs, have the bene- 
fit of the very lowest rate. It provides that when 
the entire force of teachers in any school ts less than 
twenty, the club rate to such school shall be $1.00 per 
copy, on condition that the order for the pn pos be 
oceans by a statement that the number of copies 
ordered in the Club is not less than the full number of 
teachers in the school. This does not mean that every 
leather must ey be a subscriber, but that the 
number of copies ordered must not be less than the 

ll number of teachers. Persons who are not teach- 
ers, may be asked to join the club, in order to secure 
the required number. Any number of copies in excess 
of the required number, may be subscribed for at the 
same rate. Teachers belonging to the same household 
may be counted as ONE in making such a statement A 
the number of teachers in a school, For example: If 
there are seven teachers in a school, two of whom 
belong to one household, and three to another, the 
club subscription need not be for more than four 
copies. in order to secure the low rate. 
An extra copy cannot be given to éne who forms a 

club on this plan “ for the smaller schools,” 
Bnough copies of any one issue of the paper, to enable 

all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be sent 
free upon application. 

Ifa more thorough examination of the paper is de- 
sired than can be had through receiving specimen 
copies of a single issue, the publisher will send (in a 
} to one address) any number of copies each 
week, for four weeks only, at the rate of eight cents 
per sopy. Ten copies, for instance, would thus cost 
eighty cents for four weeks. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 
Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row 

London, LE. C., will send The American Sunday Schoo 
Times, post free, for a year, to any address in Great 
Britain, for ten shillings prepaid. The paper will be 
sold by all the principal newsdealers, price, twopence. 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
_P. 0. Box 1550, Philadelphia. 

_  - %0 EMBROIDER 

CRAZY QUILTS, 
Get Brainerd and Armstrong's factory ends, called 
“Waste Embroidery.” 40 cents will buy one ounce, 
which would cost one dollar in skeins. All good silk 
and beautiful colors. Designs for 100 styles of crazy 
stitches enclosed in each package, Send 40cts. in wi 
or tal note to THE BRAINERD & ARM- 
NS ONG CO., 621 Market Street, PHiladelyhia, Pa, 

i] FRY, CROCHET, ETC.. SENT FOR 
f] 10 CENTS IN STAMPS. WASTE, 
lj EMPROIDERY SILK, ASSORTED 

F/SEWING SILK, BLACK OR AS~ 
SORTED 25 CTS. PER OUNCE. 

Pe 

EUREKA SILK CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 

LAD t F Send for our Artistic Perforatec. 
rns for Embroidery & Paint- 

many times over, 980 full-size Work- 
Patterns. 2 Powders, Pads, &c., for stam N 

Tiaress PA 50., 38 om ork 

ransferred, can be used 
fu 0} 

TTEN PUB, © W. 14th Bt., 
TY “ Automatic” Sewing Machine. Best in theworld. 
Willcox & Gibbs, S.M. Co.,658 Broadway, New York, 

for Ladies’ Fancy Work, Circulars 
Headquarters fro.!i'\i" iNGALLS, Lynn, Mass 
ke 3 “GOOD SENSE” Corset Waists 

fit perfectly. Sold by first-class retail stores 

IEFPAGE’S: 

LIQUID GLUE 
Te used by thousands of first class Manufacturers and Mechanics on their best — Received pny wd hag ee yore pt Pronounced strongest wihaose ie deren 3:13 

Russia Cement Co. Gloucester, “e FREE 

BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 
Its merits asa WASH BLUE have been fully tested 

and indorsed by thousands of housekeenera. Your 
Grocer te to have it on sale. it. 
D. S. WILTBERGER, Prop., 233 N, 2d St., Phila., Pa. 

Ask Your Grocer f8;,0P Sarr. 

™ BOO Llustra prio 

. all 

Catch-alls, Match 
Pateh- work 
Dases, Air Castles, y T ot > P' 

Initials, Knit B4 Cross Bti 
and Fon denies ne, Agpace desig’ Kate Camel desicus for Dos leys, etc., kerchief 
Borders, Lage wor Halim work, dare Canvas work, We ated Turkish » Toilet 

wee Work Book Sours, Wood Boxes. Door Panels, sie | oe fa Covericts, Boilet Botte 
3) ae Folding Screens, Church Font Decorations, Sofa Cushions, Musie Portfolios, 

Persion Rune, Wall Pockets, Carri Towe! 4 , ll 
nt hates "tes Oia Pockets, Coilar Boxes, Chair a. Umbrella Cases, School Bags, 

Desi, Tricot and Buriaps, Wood 
Foe ‘ables, Mae Recdvor, Vane Weights, Table Mats, Night-dreas Cases, Shoe | 

. Needle Books, Jewel Boxes, Door Mats, Knitted Jackets, Botcle Cases, Paper Racks Fillow Shams 
Hair Pin Holders, Floss Winders, Mosaic Window Shades, Book Macks, aud every design in faucy work 

b hy ber of . 
. Beery windy will ‘and thle book 2 esetal eompanion and invaluable to all who love fancy work. Plata 
directions with each desicn, 

Bswmde Load “49 highest Needle work art but l does aim te y within its compass a greater 
eeicly of excellent designe every one of whieh ts useful for Grose er decorativa—than hare 

before beem gathered the leaves manaal,” Address 

PENN PUBLISHING CO., 802 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 

Invaluable to Every Lady! | 
Tho Ladies’ Manual of Fenoy Work. A *®w poox, giving plain direetions for Ariistio 

Embroidery, Lace Work, Knitting, Tatting, 

Cpe Tae 

rochet Work, Net Work and all kinds of fancy Needle Work, 
% 60" and cal 

iage Rucs, Chair back Covers, 
p Shades, Needie Cases, Watch Cases, Fancy Work Bags, 

jackets, Commodes, Bibs, Glove 

t volume does not te furnish tha 

of one 

SE A BiNDER. 

Subscribers wishing to-keep their copies of The Sunday School Times in good 

condition, and have them at hand for reference, should use a binder. We can 

send by mail, postage paid, a strong, plain binder, for $1.00, or a handsome one, 

half leather, for $1.50. These binders have been made expressly for The Sunday 

School Times, and are of the best manufacture. The papers can be placed in the | 

binder week by week, thus keeping the file complete. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, P. O. Box 1550, Philadelphia, Pa. 

only Reable thou Girls. Can and only Reliable & i 
by 2 and General Stores, or sent postpaid on 
rece: 50 silk. .@ Send 
ww ptt FA Lt = body. yy K oh 

SHOULDER BRACE 
and 
ae 

A ee 
No i 
—unlike others 

sizes for Men 
Lrace. Sold 

body. nickerbock- 
Sy tN N. A. JomNSON, Prop’r, 

Rubens, 

LIFE IS PLEASANT TO 
all who wear the 

REVERSIBLE 
LAR 

and CUFFS. 
For Men anv Boys. 
Ladies wear the Cuffs, 

Angelo, Raphael, turndowns, and Murillo, stand-up, 
Several webs of Fine Muslin, starched together, and pol 

ished on both sides, form the new LINENE FABRIC, 
TEN collars, or five pairs of cuffs, sold at stores for 25 cents, 

or sent by mail from factory, if not foundon sale. Trial collar 
and pair of cuffs (say what size) post-paid for SIX cents. 
Two GOLD Medals awarded at M.C.M.A. Fair, Boston, 188z, 
Circulars free. Jobbers in principal cities supply Retailers. 

Samples free to tne trade. Mention where you saw this adv't. 
REVERSIBLE COLLAR CO., Factory, Cambridge, Mass. 

get a perfect fit. 
Brockton, Mass. W. L. DOUGLAS, 

NO MORE ROUND SHOULDERS! 

TO HOUSEKEEPERS 

There are good reasons why we are 

now selling so many carpets. Some of 

them are: 

BECAUSE our stock is the largest— 

BECAUSE our prices are too low for 
the qualities offered— 

BECAUSE our goods are fresh—arriv- 
ing daily from our mills; are of 
newest patterns and latest color- 
ings— 

BECAUSE, although manufacturers, 
we retail; and it is in our power 
to offer greater inducements in 
prices— 

BECAUSE we always have something 
to show in the way of Special Bar- | 
gains—we mean Real Bargains— 

BECAUSE our salesmen are polite and 
attentive, and do not misrepresent. 

Now we claim these great advantages 
as our own personal and exclusive prop- 
erty. We urge and invite every retail 
carpet buyer to call, purchase, and re- 
ceive the benefit therefrom. 

J. x J. DOBSON, 

MANUFACTURERS, 

809 Chestnut Street, 

THE SEVEN GREAT MONARCHIES 
ofthe Aucient Eastern World; Chaldea; Assyria; 
Babylon; Media: Persia; Parthia ; and the New 
Persian Empire. By GEorGE RAWLINSON, M.A. 
In three large |'mo volumes, of over 2,000 s, 
large type, leaded. With all the notes and a 
reatly improved index, also with the protese fine 
llustrations (over 70¢) and maps of the English 

edition. Price, per set, in fine cloth, gilt tops, 
reduced from $l> to 3.00. Postage, 42 cents. 

“The books, as books, are EXCELLENT. Paper 
type, presswork, ilustrations, and binding are ail 
ace, und the price extraordinarily low.”—Lierary 

‘orid, Boston. 
“ These books are a MARVEL of CHEAPNESS and 

A curve o FANCY WORK 
THE LADIES’ MANUAL oF FANCY WORK 
A NewBook, directions for A rtistic Embroidery, 

ork, Knitting, Tatting, Crochet Work, 
Net work, and all kinds of | ancy Needle Work. 
This Valuable Book is beautifully printed on 
fine tinted paper, and contains over 
500 Illustrations, Price 50 Cents. 
Comprising designs for Monograms, Initials, 

M Edgings, Cross Stitch, Point Russe, Bertin and 
Shetland Wool, Applique, Kate Greenaway 
designs for Doylies, ete. Handkerchief bor- 

Ts, Macrame, bee yet Canvas, 
Fringes, Turkish Rugs, et Cushions, Foot 

Stools, Work Baskets, Lambre- 
ins, Work Bags,Scrap Baskets, 
‘able-patteris, Folding Sctcens, 

Sofa Cushions, Slipper Patterns, 
‘all kets, ‘owel Racks, 

Tidies, Catchalis, Chair Bolsters, 

ex We know of no othe> work of similar 
value and extent that is sold in this or any other mar- 
ket for anything like so low a price.” — Exvaminer, N.Y. 
“A MASTERPIECE gy history. The reader almost 

feels that the author bas walked hand in hand with 
the heroes of almust prehistoric periods, so familiar is 
he with the facts of olden times. When he describes 
an Assyrian sunset, or a Chaldean home, the reader is 
led to forget the long centuries that separate these 
scenes from modern times. The Geapent antiquity is 
imbued with the freshness of a zht and livin 
present, full of realities, shrouded in the gloom o 

| defeat, or made radiant with the glories of some 
Babylonian king. Remoteness of the times treated or 
has not obscured the authur’s work, but has invested 

| it with the elements of romance. When he brings the 
bloom of health to the cheeks of those who perished 
2,400 years before Christ, and analyzes character, de- 

| scribes cities, pictures battles, and’ sanctions all with 

A Bags, Patch Work, Tri- 
cot and Burlaps, Wood Baskets, 

y Bibs, Shoe Bags, Jewel Boxes, 
<= Knitted Jackets, Pillow Shams, | 

wie “ and hundreds of other designs 
~ ye in fancy work. 

PLAIN DIRECTIONS WITH EACH DESICN, 
JENNY JUNE, in her preface to this book says: “The 

present aims to supply within its compass a greater va- 
riety of excellent ene’of which is useful for dress 
or Wwe ever been gathered 
within the leaves of one manual. 
PRICE) POST-PAID, 50 CENTS. Addarces, 

PENS PUBLISHING CO., 802 Chestnut Street, 

the matchless accuracy of a vast.erudition, his book 
leaves a telling impression on the mind iis reserve 
knowledge is wonderful, and substantiates the main 
narrative in excellent annotations aud accurate refer- 
ences t) orixinal sources of information § It is the 
peares bistorical work of the times.”—Zimes, Kansas 
ity, Mo. 
“It abounds in ARTISTIC and SCHOLARLY de- 

tails, It contains the studies of a learned lifetime 
and the faithful student will rise from its perusal 
with a mind enriched by a more vivid knowledge of 
that ancient world whose mysteries the race of 
eons has been endeavoring to elucidate.”—Mail, 

‘oronto. 
THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 

802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa, 
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WORTH REPEATING. 
eqn peminaeee 

THE MIRACLE OF THE DIAL 

(E. L. Garbett, in Knowledge. ] 6 

. January 5, 1883. 

In the fullest account, we find the sick 
| monarch offered this choice :—‘“ Shall the 
shadow go forward ten degrees, or go back 

| ten degrees?” The advance or recession, 
whichever he chose, were plainly to be of 
one identical angular measure, _pre- 
announced, and which was some aliquot 
part of either a quadrant or a semi-diurnal 
arc, whichever tie diallers of that time 
used todivide. ‘“And Hezekiah answered, 
It is a light thing for the shadow to go 
down ten degrees; nay, but let the 
shadow return backward ten degrees,” 
He evidently thought, before seeing 
either, that the return would be the 
more marvelous; but, in fact, either 
the sudden shifting back or sudden 
advance are equally strange and out of 
human power; indeed, so uncommon are 
both phenomena that I should be rather 
more surprised if the records of any Obser- 
vatory or Royal Society kept for 1,000 or 
even 5,000 years, related a single instance 
than at their relating none. 
Happening to know, however, of an 

afternoon some years ago in which both 
did certainly occur, I have thought that 
posing some reader of Vsctickas may 
aye witnessed and. can describe the facts, 

There are p.enty of sun-dials in southern 
England whereon I know (but did not till 
years after the occurrence) that the ‘‘ won- 
der” was repeated exactly as Isaiah 
described—I mean in the earlier and fuller 
account, not in our present ‘“ Book of 
Isaiah.” If none happened to see the 
shadow shift, I shall willingly explain 
how I know that both the signs offered 
were certainly that day visible. 

{I should feel greatly obliged if Mr. 
Garbett would describe the phenomena he 
observed, and give his interpretation of 
it.—Ricuarp A. Proctor.] 

January 19, 1883. 

The shiftings of shadows on the dial 
that Isaiah predicted to sick Hezekiah, are 
liable to occur at any place, when these 
two circumstances concur: Ist, that the 
= atmosphere is in that condition 
which causes two bright parhelia or mock 
suns to appear on opposite sides of the 
sun; and 2d, that the lower air contains 
drifting clouds, massive enough to hide 
often two of the three. When the real 
sun and eastern mock sum are hidden, there 
is only the western to cast shadows, which 
then coincide with what the sun will cast 
an hour and ahalf later; Lut if the clouds 
shift so as to hide the west parhelion, and 
disclose the eastern, the shadows instantly 
become such as the sun cast an hour and 
a halfearlier. The parhelia being always 
caused by rays refracted through two faces 
of equilateral triangular prisms or fibres 
of ice, their angular distance from the sun 
is always the minimum deviation that 
such a prism of ice produces on the 
brightest or yellow rays, which is ve 
near a fourth of aright angle; so that if 
Hezekiah’s diallers divided the quadrant 
into forty, than which no number is more 
likely, considering how constantly it recurs 
in the Hebrew Laws and History (oftener, 
indeed, than any other above ten), the 
advance or recession cf the shadow would 
have to be ten of these parts. 
On March 29, 1848, these effects oc- 

curred, had any one been looking, on 
every dial in the Isle of Portsea, and very 
aaggoe of much of Hampshire besides. 
he parhelia were present and bright 

enough at about 11 P. M., and still better 
between 1 P. M. and 1.30 P. M. (not be- 
tween 11 P. M. and 1 P. M., because, 
though the atmospheric conditions were 
right, the sumhad risen above the required 
limits of attitude), and the drifting clouds 
below were present. . . . Considering 
how much steeper is the sun’s daily path 
in the latitude of Jerusalem than in Eng- 
land, it seems more |.kely that the pair of 
parhelia were of the rarer kind, over and 
under the sun, which I certainly have 
seen described (or possibly even oblique) 
than the commoner ones that I saw, and 
Descartes, Halley, Folkes, and the other 
Royal Society observers. From the ac- 

| count in Isaiah, speaking of bringing back 
the sun, but the fuller one in Kings of 
only bringing back the shadow, I gather 
the Book of Kings to be the earlier docu- 
ment, and more likely, in ad pin to 
preserve that prophet’s own words, 

E, L. GARBETT. 

a ee een 
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ENDORSED BY. 

Send Your Names 

and Addresses fora 

Rev. W. Randolp 

FREE-SAMPLE 

Rev. J. H. Vincent, B. F. Jacobs, E. Payson Porter, Philip Gillett, Sue S-Rardon, Rev. H. L. Baughers ROV. LITHOGRAPH CO. 
“Rev. D. H. MVicar Rev. B. M. Paimer. Hon. F. 

or tHe COLORED DESICNS, 
The best International Lesson Illustra- 

tions Published. 

Fairbanks. PROVIDENCE, R. 1. 

Mason & Hamlin 

ORGANS: PIANOS: 
B.. Perr ms me. W4 nate of 

aad Do World’s Exhi-, bot require one- 
bitions for eigh quar 
teen years. One much tan! rj 
hundred styles, Pianos on the 
$22. to $900. PEE ASRS 
For Cash, Easy . vane. P Re. 
Payments or eine tor 
 cconte a hs aad purit ye t on > 

ORGAN AND PIANO 60. 
154 Tremont St., Boston. 46 E. 14th St. (Union N. Ye 

149 Wabash Ave., Chicago. _ 

~ MAGIC.LANTERNS 1 

suwoar incor a wows examine 

ViEWS sive | (20 ts FREE 

_G.T. MILLIGAN ef. Ssecehe: 

hey ion ec, 
Laniscne for tomo Ar ‘Afnarome 49 pint St.. cA 

Buckeye Bell Foundry 
Bells of pure perand Tin for Churches, 
Schools, Fire rms, Farms, etc. FULLY 
WARRANTED Catalogue sent free. 

VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, 0. 

CHURCH 

244 8. Second St.. Philadelphia. 

Church Lamps. Ser so south Second at; Pails, 

Orders in gle “60in3days.” Terms, etc., 

WIDE-AWAKE AGENTS WANTED FOR 

AND LODGE FURNITURE. 
& Co., Manufacturers, 73 Portland St., Boston, Mass. 

ee gay wanted, on e 

free. JAM EARLE, Publisher, Boston. 

THE GREAT CONSPIRACY. 

Send for Catalogue. S. C. Small 

Church Furniture Manufactured by B.C.SWAN, 

send for Catalogue. A. J.Weide- 

for first-class 
Address,A. D. Worthington © Ob.: Hartford, Ct. 

be 8 

review A thriliing review of tl the fous events that led to 
thee ‘Gan. AT tego oN. r, from t he powerful 
of Gen. Jo’ an. ‘Strike quick for chgice 
field. HUBBARD & 0S., Pub’s, Phita., P 

1273" MEMOIRS oF U.S. GRANT 
to secure territory for our SOLDIER'S RECORD, 
which sells quickly to every old soldier, or friend of a 
soldier, and realize Quick Cash, should apply at once. 
Good agents wanted D. Re oe Albany, N.Y. 

latest and best the 
Bierstnde Portrait, a com 
ion to his Lineoln and Gar- 
field. spomaspoctal sittin 
before his sickness a 
and antograph affi. fixed ny Ge Gen- 

. eral Grant April 23d, 1885. 
19x24, $1. 
mail. Agents Wa 
E. B. TREAT, Publisher, 

Broadway. 
ss NEW YORK. 

Y FOR AGENTS! The first and AR 
fai HISTORY oF. WA | 
yee chief, Pent. CIVIL ORTER. 
Yavy. The authentic history of its gi 
uchievements, written by the master s fr 
conflict ; is of national inéerc**. and will seth 
For 
Pabli 

antic | 
tin the | 

immensely. 
rticulars, address JIUBBARD BR soy | 
shers, Philadelpuia, Pa. 

W.H. HARRISON & BRO 

Tuporters and Dealers tn Tiles for 
for Dlustrated Catalogua 

1436 CHESTNUT S at. Philadelphia 
SEND FOR CIRCULAR OF LAWN MOWERS 
K5SCHA DBORN & COLDWELL a on .Newburgh,N.Y 

The Blatchley Ses'irarkersneet Tne eee 
F YOU WANT THE BEST KNIFE CHEAP, 

& WRITE TO MAHER & GROGH, i, Toledo, o. 

WORKS OF JOHN BUNYAN. 
Containing the Pilgrim’s Progress, The Holy 

War, Grace Abounding, The Jerusalem Sinner 
Saved, The Saint's Privilege, The Water of Life, 
andthe Barren Fig-Tree. With alife ot Bunyan 
by Rev. Dr. Cheever, and an Essay by James 
Montgomery. Llustrated with 100 engravings on 
wood, and a steel! portrait. Large quarto, Pica 
type, 840 pages. Cloth,$1.50. Postage 30c. extra, 

Nearly every household in the Protestant world has, 
in some form, the immortal Pilgrim’s Progress; not 
one in a hundred possesses any other of Bunyan’s 
works, though Cys any of them would be reck- 
oned without its equal in Christian literature, were 
the former notin existence. In this form, at a price 
beyond peocneees, it ought to find its way into thou- 
sands of homes. 

THE PENN PUBLISHING CO., 
802 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 

t's book is of the Army, Porter’s is of the | 

JOHNSTON’S FLUID BEEF. 
The most popular preparation of the kind in the market, and without doubt 

the most nutritious and finest flavored. For the sick and well alike, it is the best 
of diet, and for nursing mothers and summer complaint in children, it is notably 
valuable. Consult your physician about it. 

WILLIAM M. SHOEMAKER, Proprietor. 

ROBERT SHOEMAKER & CO., Agents, Philadelphia, Pa. 

JENNY JUNE'S BOOKS For LADIES. ¢ 
Ae as Geihe Bp n Cavett Hood att KNITTING INC AND CROCHE 

pane BRS 
of sttohes and a great num! x 

ae conse leras before insertion in this 
to supply women —— an accurate and satisfactory guide to 
This book is printed on fine paper, bound with a 
200 ILLUSTRATIONS. 
All known atitches In Knitti 

Work are illustrated, 
nsand 

Undervests, 
Com’ 

Macrame. 

Edging. Drawers, Knee-Caps, 
Quilts, Rugs, Infants’ Botti 
and most a work on Kaitting and 

Edited by JENNY JUNE. order conveniert wor! 

ari regen. Bod Git te ss 
NEEDLE-WORK:: 4 Mannal of Stitches and Stadies. in Embrebery and Drawn Work. 

Ag tg PE el 

(Ce. 

PRICE, 50 CENTS. 

aregt nto Henle pid Oreck oe} ve nit and Croche 
Petticoats, Fackews, Bi wis, Insertion, Trimmi: 

and Drawn Work. 
te author bas 

Practical Guid 

—_—— = ee ee ee 

Capital, $750,000. 

FARM MORTGAGES. 

PAYABLE BY HALF-YEARLY 

oP SEND 

ee a ee ee eee ae ae ee —— CC IC ICC It Ce ee ee = 

J. B. WATKINS LAND MORTGAGE CO. 

f i TEREST GUARANTEED 

) GUARANTEED COUPONS AT 

NATIONAL BANK OF COMMERCE IN NEW YORK. 
10,994 Mortgages negotiated, aggregating - $7,223,800 
Amount of Interest and Principal paid on day of maturity, 

Six per cent. Real Estate Mortgage Bonds, principal and interest FULLY 
CUARANTEED. Security SEVEN faide For sale = penny oe York 

FOR PAMPHLET FORMS AND TESTIMONIALS. 
Address J. B. WATKINS L. M. CO., Lawrence, Kansas, 

Or HENRY DICKINSON, a York Manager, 243 eee. 

Soo ~~ 

Surplus, $100,000. 

Pg ye ee ee er It I Lt 

~~ 

4,118,272 

-————— 
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GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 
BAKER’S 

Breakfast Cocoa. 
Warranted absolutely pure 

Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
cal, costing less than one cent @ 
cup. It is delicious, nourishing, 
strengthening, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in health. 

Seld by Grocers everywhere. 

W. BAKER & C0., Dorchester, Mass. 

Tab ews 

"s your time to up 
Selina 

orMoss Rose China | ee 

ia Re Sagat ae 

CONDENSED. MI LK 
CONDENSED 8 
MILKMAID BRAND. 

Economical and convenient for all 
kitchen purposes. Better for babies than 
uncondensed milk. old everywhere. 

OMCOPATHIC Pravgine < Cases, all sizes: and 
pag at Boericke & Tafel’s Pharmacies at 1011 

Arch yand 1085 Walnut St., Phila. Bend for catalogue. 

ps HENOL SODIQUE. Invaluable remedy y for 
nimal and Poultry Diseases. Hance Bros.@ White. 

arrant’s Seltzer Aperient is recommended by drug- 
gists,endorsed by physicians, favored by the clergy. 
i TRUSS EVER USED. Send for circular 

. Y. Elastic Truss Co., 744 Broadway, N. Y. 
HOPE FOR THE CONSU MPTIVE in using 

Wlilbor’s Cod-Liver Oil and Lime. 
GETTYSBURG KATALYSINE WATER for Rheumatiom and Kié- 

Spring (0., Gettysburg and Philad’a. 

 ° ae List WONDERFUL 

ney Diseases. Gettysburg 

eee ey lavalid ia aa Cs © — 

Seevle a Fl 88.15%. Sa. Pate FE an 

THE 

REAL ESTATE TRUST CO., 
321 CHESTNUT STREET. 

CAPITAL, $500,000. 
Purchases, sells, and rents REAL ESTATE, collects 

income, and gives ESPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE 
CARE AND MANAGEMENT OF PROPERTY. 
Acts as Assignee, Receiver, Committee, Guardian, 

Executor, Administrator, and Agent for registration 
of stocks and loans. Executes TRUSTS of every de- 
scription. Authorized to act as surety for trustees, etc, 

FRANK K. HIPPLE, President. 
LOUIS B. HENRY, Sec. and Treas. 
GEORGE JUNKIN, Solicitor. 

DIRECTORS : 
George Philler, 
John F. Betz, 
Edward T. Steel, 

Frank K. Hipple, 
Henry C. Gibson, 
William M. Singerly. 
Lemuel Coffin, | Charles W. Henry, 
Beauveau Borie, Thomas Dolan, 
John Wanamaker, | R. Dale Benson. 

Lp &@ MARVEL in Lite insurance: 
aaa 
270 Py $5,000 a5" 

= INVESTORS “ex 
Should confer with the 

WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO., 
Lawrence, Kansas. First Mort Real 
Estate Loans paid in New York. lute 
Satis tion aranteed. For reliability, consult fact 
Third Nat. Bank, N. Y. vg 4 or Nat. Bank, La’ wrence, 
Kan. Seeurity La Interest promptly paid. 
Sond for for pamphlet, win testimonials, sample forms,etc. 

iL. H. Pe rkins. See’ y. 
Lt Warne, P Sen sr "1G. W. Gillett, Treas 

7% Shik B96, 
teed First Mortgage Bonds, 

lee FoR per cont. semi-annvual aay 
cipal and interest remitted ‘Pronvt of 

° secured on Real te in Min- 
neape or improved farms in Min: Towa, 

ate. waren anes to six stmee the lean, 
upon selected ions | Refi mor, 4 o National Bank 

or forms and 

SU Wakay ioe 

lars & 

ISCRETHE meatal iehd| | SAFE INVESTMENTS. Sinctspouk w. 

| Hon, E. M 
| Rev. JOHN W. RAY Lake City 

PER CENT. INTEREST 

FIRST MORTGAGE 

a FARM: | LOANS ! 

2,000 loans 0 CUSTOMER has ever oans as ever 
LOST A Batak? “pus or interest on 
any loans made here. Intenens collected and sent to 
you, free of cost, each . Tees tonne are very 
and pay nearly three . 8. Iam known 
times * much as and receme- 
mended Ro leading business men and clergymen, 

est—men for whom I have been making 
these investments for TEN YEARS PAST. 

= ee ee - 
REv. WM. L. GAGE, D.D., Hartfo: 
M. E. GATES, PH.D., LL.D. President: Rutgers Col- 

lege, New Brunswick, N.J.. 
Dr. WM, J. MILNE, President Geneseo Normal 
School, eepenee: 

1 IFF, Manchester, N. . H. 
nn. 

Dr. JOHN K. BUCKLYN, Mystic Bridge. Ct. 
Importers’ and Traders’ Nation hee New York. 
First National Bank, . Paul, Minn 
The Congregationalist, Boston, N. 
dreds of others in all | arts of the ‘Gnived States, 
All are pleased with my investments. Cir- 

cular, references, letters giving experience and testi- 
mony ofold customers, anda New Map of Dakota 
sent free on application, Mention this paper. Address 

E. P. GATES, 
Pres. Merchant’s Bank, Grand Forks, Dakota. 

° eee. cent. Conservative Investments in First 
age rm Loans in Minnesota and Da- 

kota. Or 7 per cent. — inci and interest 
ramet at optio .. Estab- 

years. Paid-up cash capital, $50,900. 
Over $600.0 loaned without a single loss. nds 
and warrants for r sale. Send for circular. 

AKOT ENT PANY. 
. Sbt Reh § Grand zorne Dakota. 

WReferences: Col. R. N. Batchelder, U.S. A., Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Joseph B. Clark inhchester, x. H.; 
Loan and Trust Savings Ban Concord 
Cashier First National Bank of Montpelier Vt. 
W. M. Blackburn, D. D.; Rev. H. 
Grand Forks. 
DSi) vw COST. 

“hey ev. 
Mendenhall, 

The outlay on $10,000 insurance in the NEW ENG- 
LAND MUTUAL LIFE, age 3, 20 year endowment, 

| at the tenth payment will be exactly three dollars and 
twenty cents, more than the then endorsed cash value. 
An ANNUAL DISTRIBUTION OF SURPLUS will 
be made; which will very materially increase the 
value of the investment. 

Office in Philadelphia, 
133 SOUTH FOURTH STREET. 

THE UNION TRUST CO., 
611 and 613 Chestnut Street. 

AMERICAN FIRE INSURANCE CO., 
308 and 310 Walnat Street, Philadelphia. 

server,and hun- | 

~ | BAUGH’S PHOSPHATE 6 GUIDE Te 

TIMKEN SPRING VEHICLES. 

h count ry Fe 
ainantae aes iegenaeae 

GAS MACHINES 
MANUFACTURED BY 

PENNSYLVANIA GLOBE GAS LIGHT CO,, 
47 and 49 North Second St., Philadelphia. 

“Gasoline for any make machine.” 
Send for Circulars and Price-list. 

ELECTRIC SUPPLIES. 
hed Aes ym the line of Electrical Supplies. Com- 
lete set of Telegraph Apparatus for students, 83.75. 
anual of Telegraphy, containing ja instructions for 

learning the art of felegra hy, also 20 es of illustra- 
tions of latest and best Telegraph ae jlectrical Appa- 
ratus, with prices, sent on recei tof 30 cents instam 
Illustrated circular of students’ and amateurs’ Tele- 
graph Apone sent u ~ on lication. Mention this 

{ paper. S. GREELEY &7 Dey St., New York. 

PRIZE HOLLY SCROLL SAW. 

All Iron and Steel. Price, $3.00 

PRIZE DEMAS LATHE 
—AND— 

SCROLL SAW. 
And all Furnishing. 

SEND FOR CIRCULAR TO 

Shipman Engine Mig. Co, 

ROCHESTER, N. Y. 

| erty 4 in the GARDEN. The Best Seeds, 
Lowest Prices 

Catalogues Free. 1S Fas A PHERIL.714 Chesteut St.Phile 
sent 

phia,Pa 
pee cee AND 

GRANITE WORKS. 
J. WATERHOUSE, 1817 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 

application, B. 

Be CLARE, by Smee ROOFING. Sota aes Best. Write for 
R sasople. Indiana Paint & Roofing Co., New York 
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Anis brated, 

Have you been thinking that after a while yon would 
try your hand at selling the book Teaching and Teach- 
ers? If 80, haven't you waited long enough? There 
could hardly be a better time for you than these 
months of October. November, and December. Many 
of those who canvassed with success last winter and 
*pring. have started In again vigorously this full. 
They are sure to have Just as good success now; for 
the book is not one which fits a certain season, and is 
entirely out of place in another, but is rather one that 
will fit all seasons, until a better book of its kind is 
issued. 
You have seen what we have had to say to new 

beginners. We do not expect too great things from 
you, and shall not find fault with you if the results 
from your work are less than we had reason to look 
for. We should, however, be glad to have you make 
a beginning. Perhaps you will surprise yourself with 
suceess. Some of our agents have succeeded; some 
have failed. Some keep at it steadily, and sell hun- 
dreds of books (a few, but some); and others sell 
twenty, or ten, or five, or two. So fur as we can judge, 
you are not likely to make a fortune in selling the 
book ; but you can make something, and have the sat- 
isfaction of putting out a book which will be likely to 
help the buyer. 
Here is what some of the agents say : 
“Tam pleased with the success of the work thus far 

($37.50 cleared as the result of 564 days’ work), and at 
earliest practicable moment will resume canvass.” 

* Have canvassed my ay ry time ey naa the week, 
Have oars ten orders. nd m ba a Ex 
Corn) twenty copies Teaching” Teac’ 
The sells quickly. I could do sal with it ft I 
made it a regular business.” 

* Have already sold ten copies, only one teacher de- 
clining to purchase.’ 

=“ ena Commencement work at college is keeping me 
phat i, have had oy time to make seven cal 

bat books. w days later this agen 
tes oie? ei made six calls again yesterday, and 

bold as many books. 
“T have succeeded in taking fourteen orders for 

Teaching and Teachers this week, Expect to do 
better next week. The book takes well.” 

the Book “T expect to sond another onder foe eens 
pocueipe th ery month Sit Ree 

“I have canvassed some, and with snecess. I expect 
to put several hundred books in this city.” 

From The Congregationalist, Boston, Mass. 
It sa full and pithy treatise, o-derly in arrange- 

of top ie, ndapted ad Worextating conditions, and holding 0! 
up the ect of the warn Soentelt above the work 
itself. Other books have been written on the su 
and with the same f have seen no other 
such volume of a value of this. 
We presume that it will be the high-water-mark in 
literature of its own sort for some years to come, 
From The Examiner, New York. 

If the contents of this volume could be put into the 
brain and heart of the average Sunday-school teacher 
it would revolutionize both bim vg his work. wt 
oan the material results of long study and wide 

rience so fully and admirably, it is written in a 
ats je 80 easy and attractive, and t displays through- 

tsuch a genuine enthusiasm in the to; bs vis cs discussed 
that he must be SF Enver viowsledees who 1s not inspired 
and stimulated There is very little in _ 
volume that would not, with a few verbal cha 
bear equally well on the art of putting things in 
Prean so as to increase the preachér’s power in A 
ng and holding the mind and powene the lives of 

earers, It ought to be read and digested by every 
tour and preac fer in the land, 
From The Christian Advocate, New York. 
Nothing better could come to any er g ee 1 t] 

this day of * Helps” than that each 
should be furnished with a one = Teaching ond 
Teachers. Probably no man—certainly few—can 
more mS to teach” teachers Pn ents author— 
H, Conse umbull.... Those who feel thatonr methods 
on ruling us inster ad of serving us—who are 
t the exclusion of the Let fom 
the — eemegen Ass ne lie ouarens 
the loss of fo: n the mult ey Rod meee Sr 
will find this book ik of almost 
From The Western Christian yen noo i oO. 
This book should be in Sunday-schoo} libraries for 

the benellt of those teachers who would not be able to 
supply themselves with it. Itis a course 
i We predict a leree circulation ~ — 
gry on a subject ous less important than how 

best to preach the gospel. 
From The Watchman, Boston, Mass. 
A valuable treatise itis. Let no one conjure up a a 

8 of a didactic, dry, prepesaive. compost 
the use of the word “ trea tis a “live” = 
from title-page to conclusion. The writer knows what 
he is writing about. 
From The IUustrated Christian sg New York. 
Of this book we have to say first, in general, it is 

readable. There is not a dull line’ in it. It fairly 
sparkles even while discussing the most substantial 
subjects. The author's editorial training bas taught 
him hew to put his wales ty thoughts s0 as to com- 
mand attention and make the desired impression. 
The book is sensible and wise. Dr. Trumbull has no 
crotchets, [le goes down to the foundations of things, 
and takes broad views of the office of the Sunday- 
school teacher. His caggut are Ah ape we prac- 
tical and practicable, . without any 
goodishness, keeps steadily in “he wreae view the 
anon object ‘of the teacher's work in cause the chil- 
ren for Christ and for service im his church, 

ht—at 

Teaching and Teachers is e book of 300 pages, by 
the Rev. Dr, II. Clay Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday 
Scaool Times. Price, mailed, $1.50 For terms toagents, 

Address, JOHN D. WATTLES Publisher, 
P. 0. Box 1550, Philadelphia, Pa. 

- —_~——- 
” ‘The ‘Sunday ‘School ‘Times intends t to > admit only | advertisements that a are e trustworthy. 

the publisher will 

parenthesis : 
though the ce was 

these prices and q' USUIT (ne ; 
A DIAGONAL 
A VERY FINE QUA 
A SATIN-LIN FUR BEAVE 
A SATIN-LINED (throughout) 

It is also the store for the few. 
buy. 
at the lowest 
line at and exe 

sis one he mater in Europe), 

TOPMOST and LOWEST QUALITY. 

Oak Hall is a place for the multitude to buy every sort of clothing with this 
reliable loshing) we ee make no higher than that, 

extraordinary ; we e no lower than that, 
ordinary the price. It is the place ‘for.the multitude ; 

owever under 
but consider and look at 

20.00 
REW SUIT limported), "30. 00 

OVERCOAT -00 
ONTAGNAC OVERCOAT, 40.00 

We make as fine clothing as anybody will 
We excludefrom the Oak Hall stock no kind of 

and on up to the most liberal of 
the extravagance of thigh prices. 

WANAMAKER & BROWN, 
OAK HALL, 8S. E, Cor. Sixth and Market Streets, Philadelphia. 

| clothing, beginning 
g. We draw the 

Aa. Bet-Ce, 

rmdenees Joho, 

FOR FULL PARTICULARS, ADDRESS 

The Rev. Dr, JAMES A. WORDEN, Secretary of S. S. Work, 
1334 CMESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 

NEW MUSIC FOR XMAS. 

of a 
the whole Service giving to vivid and surring 

entation of the pend our Lord, and the 
results that flow from aie essianic 

work. As @ literary, musical and doctrinal 
effort, without fault, easily rendered by any Sun- 
day-school.. Previous Services at same price. 

5 cts. each by Mail; $4 per 100 copies by Express. 

Xmas Annual No. 16,-22itely ne" 
orola ty. the hest au furnishing an ane 
tainment. “Previous Saeabors bt qame privan, 
Price, 4 cts. each by Mail; $3 per 100 by Express. 

St. Nicholas.~ii.. a mt lentertatuing. Cantata, 
Choruses, ete 

anid beat. A delightful event 
entertainment. . nig’s 

260. each by Mail; $2.40 por doz. copies by Express 

| Festival Anthems, 27%. ¥.2:%% 
for Christmas and other joyous occasio: 

mnemige ote, by Malt: $3.60 per doz. by Eitiebes. 

OUR COMPLETE CATALOGUE OF 
SENT ON REQUEST. 

BICLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, | 81 Randolph Strect, 

NEW YORK. CHICAGO. 

THE MOopeEL SINGER, 
FOR SINGING CLASSES. 

oe teachers is directed to this 
prepared book, By £9 ¥. 5008 Le and prac- 

“the whole fy yy special reference to to the 

Signore tenors yaeta 
Price, 60 cents. $6.00 per Dozen. 

SONG BELLS. ® + 9. bes. 
A very favorite collection of genial songs for Com- 

scan Price, 60 Cents. 

SONG GREETING. scatemitt cecicsss 
A eas success Pa a compilation, ts having a most 

00 per Dozen. 

HALFOAR feyeresyl ALBUM of SONGS. 

MUSIC 

33 Songs o: @ famous com; a. 
p<, arg mot Sean Le ny music appeals 
highest and most cultivated taste. 

Price, $1.50. 

SONGS, “o"™ WAR SONGS, 
(50 cents each) sell everywhere, and please everybody, 

OLIVER DITSON & CO., BOSTON. 
Cc. MH. DITSON & CO., 867 Broadway, N. ¥. 
Send to JOHN C. HAYNES & ©0., Reset, ranch 

house ofO. ey me » rand illustrated Catalogue 
| of all Musical I a ings, and Trimmi = 

HOOD’S CAROLS 
FOR CHRISTMAS, THIS YEAR, 

Are GRAND as ever. Try them! Price, five 
cents each ; $4.00 per 100. Alsonow ready, a 
beautiful Curisrmas Cantata, by John R, 
Sweney, entitled 

TIME PICTURES. 
Price, music, 25 cents each ; $2.40 per dozen. 

Words only, $2.00 per 100. 
JOHN J. HOOD, 1018 Arch St. Phila., Pa. 

(GosPeL Hymns, Hample cory pee ee 
Specimen pages free. MELODIES iiss velend, oO. 

The John Church Co. Muss, ‘Send for Cotaton, 

iNew Christmas Music 

THE PROMISED KING. A new Musical and 
ve Exercise. Price, $4.00 per 100; 5 cents 

WARD & DRUMMOND’S Christmas Carols. 
No, 7, Six new pleces. Price, $2.00 per 100; 3 
cents each, 

CHRISTMAS GREETING. A Musical and Re- 
Fone my hor By Eieee Meely and H. P. Danks, 

6®@ per 100; 4 cents each: 
CHILDREN'S MESSIAH. 4 Musical and Re- 

ive Service. By Flora Neely and H. P. Danks. 
ce, $3.00 per 100; 4 cents each. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS. Nos. 1, 4, 5, and 6. 
$1.00 per hundred each respective ty. 

CHRIST CHILD. A Primary Exercise. By 
Mrs. W. F. Crafts. Price, , 4. 00 ‘per 100. 

TY of each each of above ‘mailed, d, post paid, on re- 
ootpe bof cents. 

WARD & DRUMMOND, 
16 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK Crry. 

CEMS OF CHRISTMAS MuSIC. 

THE MORNING STAR, 
A CHARMING 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA OR SERVICE. 
By Asa Hv. 

good judges this is nounced “the best thing of 
its kind extant,” Original in in design, pertinent, digni- 
fied and scriptural, at the same time it is brilliant and 
easily learned, 
Price, $4 per hun. n. Specimen Copy, 5 Cents. 

ALSO—— 

Hull’s Christmas Annual, 
Containing six beautiful Christmas Carols or ae 
Price, 5 cents, $2.00 per hun., by mail, postpaid, 5 cents, 
36 cents per dozen. Address, 

ASA HULL, 150 Nassau St., New York. 

UNEXCELLED “THE, HOPE of ISRAEL” ri00. 16 pp. esponses 
be andCGaruin Opens with The Ban- 

ner martial music with cor- 
arr. The mostbeautiful ASRS. A es TES 

collection ever offered to supt 8. 
|“lapp. Se. 8 or | ey EM. 
xmis ‘Sekvice a ANNUAL, 
To 2o See wally 
com. Ai 

MUSIC. ,ESMA PITT, Publisher, 

SIC. 
A full Hine, Hull's, ee Mains, 

Ward & Drammona’s, & Pitt's Carols. Samples5c. each, 
six for 95c. Hull's, Ward & Drummond’s, & Biglow & 
Main’s Services 5c. each. tity rates quoted in our 

iday Book ogue, free, new 

HILDR REN'S BIE BIBLE UNION 
{53 Wabash Ave., CHICACO 

—FUBLISHES THE FOLLOWING— 
Dear Little Friend.—A Circular for distribu- 
tion, tor Sabbath Schools and ——— Services. 

ce, per 1000, $1.50; per —— 
Dally Bible Readings.— ith’ aol for Serip- 
ture Unions. Price, per 1000, $3.80; 100, 50c. 
Dedication.—“‘One to be placed lo'e' erery Bible.” 
On Card, 1000, $2: 160, 25¢.; paper, 1000,$1.20; 100, 15c. 
Early Conversion of Children.—On card, 
uve, 92.50; 100, 30c.; per, 1000, $1.40; 100, lie. 
Hints to Yo Christians,—Help in decid- 
ing Questions of Truth and Duty.—On card, 
1000, $225; 100, 80c.; paper, 1000, 1:20; 100, 15c” 
The Value of a Child’s Soui.—A little book 
that should be read by Pastors,. Parents and 
Teachers, and SENT INTO EVERY HOME. First Edi- 
tion in the United States, 20,000. Price, 1000, $3.60, 
100, 40c, 
Twelve Studies of the Life of Christ.—Part 
One, 3 pages. 30c. per dozen: $1.00 per hundred. 
Part Two of the ohn e ready soon. 

Price of above includes cost of postage. 
Enclose 10c, in stamps for samples. 

59 Library Numbers. 
A ar vay bbc 100,10c. 45 

.F. Van Everen. 116 Nassau St. P V 

refund to su 

EDUCATIONAL. 

Gee Catalogue of the \TION AL: SUHOCE OF 
@nassicAn INSTITUTE, 

$A Sone Shirt or Pitas DD. sale ip- 
WERY ONE STUDYING MUSIC WILL GPT 
valuable information free in the new lliustrated 

. Address FE. TOURGEE, Boston. 

Miss. S. Gibson’s Family and Day School 
for Young Ladies and Littie Girls (formerly a4 
Walnut St .. will re-open at 2106 Spruce Street, Sept. 2 

Forms, Pe Dowksee Any Baines 
HOME fermen, Shorthand, oe: ma 

g. C. Bryant, Presid ene ‘y Pamphiet free. igh President, 

West Chestnut Street Institute, comes 
Pharig | Ladies and Little Girls. Thirteenth 

22, at 4035 Chestnut St,, West we bia 
cect address the Prin., Mrs. J. 

A Boarding-school = aan tt 
Bishopthorpe lehem, Penna. Prepares for 
1 Vassar, and Smith colleges. Stu pre rehaeies at 

ellesley on our certificate. a. a ees, 17._ For 
catalogues, please apply to Miss F, , Prin. 

THE ASSEMBLY RORMAL UNION, 
An Organization of Assembly Conductors, provides 

A Normal Course for Sunday-school Teachers, 
Which may be taken either by individuals or caees, 
and has been adopted by CHAUTAUQUA and Taar al 
the assemblies. Lessons and exausinasniy by corres- 
pondence ;diplomas for each year coonrns @ study. For 
cireulars, hddress either of t 

Rev. A. E. DUNNING, Con tional rouse, Boston. 
v. J. L. HURLBUT, 805 Broadway, New York. 

© A - Ak, SEF 
| OLLEGE or @ OMMERCE 
~ A A 

PHILADELPHIA. 
A LEADING SCHOOL OF bate ben Fs SCTENCES. 
Scoupies two hepa nnngy he remy 1200 Chastaneee. 
oun allth rear. may atany 

aculty of 19 Instructors and lecturers, Superior facilities 
for training young men and women in the Forms, Customs, and 
conduct g wears paeness © aos i A the a 

ate u affairs. 14 illustrated 
cular, THOMAS J. PRICKETT, Principal. 

““ STAMMERING” 
PERMANENTLY CURED. 

_ seughter rf Mr. George M. Coates, No. 1817 De 
hiladelphia, was a painfu ful stammerer 

all her P lifes was taken before Professor er, of the 
University ‘of a Oe before and a: 
nently cured b 8S. Johnston. He Sp prepared to 
treat all thus ailicted at his Institute, N, . Lith 
and Spring Garden Streets, - Philadelphia. 

GENTLEMEN'S SUITINGS |! 
French Corkscrews, Scotch Cheviots, 
English Sharkskins, English Plaids, 
Bread Diageonals, Austrian Checks. 

54 INCHES WIDE. 

GENTLEMEN'S FINE TROUSERINGS ! 
Striped Cassimeres, Check Cassimeres, 
Plaid Cassimeres, Mixt Cassimeres, 

54 INCHES WIDE. 

GENTLEMEN'S OVERCOATINGS! 
Jersey Elastiques, x a Melt 4 
English Kerseys, French Beavers, 
French Montagnaes, Imported Elysians. 

54 INCHES WIDE, 

WRITE FOR SAMPLES. 

The Largest Stock of Cloths at Retail. 

SNODGRASS, MURRAY, & C0, 

CLOTHS. RETAIL. 

Market & Ninth Sts. PHILADELPHIA. 

THE KING’S HIGHWAY, 
shew etching. * Weeping 
Birches.’’ “Only a 

ower.” ‘**W 
the Field.” lo 
and Desdemona.” And 

EJ many other new En vings, 
’ : ae 8, is ogra 

now and ‘fat 
, aul Utne school- 

) fond his Daug 
aa and of New Design ae al 

ROGERS GROUPS. 
JAS. S. EARLE & SONS, 816 Chestnut St., Philade!phia. 

OMAHA LOAN AND TRUST COMPANY 
Offers to Investors First Mo on improved 
Farms in best settled portions of raska, worth two 
and one-half to four times the amount of loan. Mort- 
gages run three or five years, bearing interest at seven 
yer cent., Or at six per cent. when loan is guaranteed by 
‘ompany. Interest semi-annual. Principal and inter- 

est payable at Chemical National Bank, New York. 
Reference is made to the following named stockho! 3 
ers :—G. G. WILLIAMS, Prest. ; QUINLA 
Jn., Cashier Chemical National Bank; Hion. FRED. 
i. ‘AMES, Boston; J. H. MILL ARD, Pres’'t Omaha 
Nations} Bank 

or further information, address A. U. WWMAN 
Gate Treasurer United States). President of the Com- 
pany OMAHA, NEBRASHA. 

McShane Bell Foundry 
Finest Crade of Belis, 

Cumes axp Pears for (1 HURCHES, &c. 
Send for Price and (Stalexae. Address 

H. McS8 co., 
Mention this paper. Baltimore, Md. 

CAND Yuen es ie 

Use Esterbrook’s Steel Pens, 

Should, however, an advertisement of a party not in good standing be ‘inadvertently inserted, 
bers any money that they lose thereby. 
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