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1. mesopotamian non-state bureaucracies
2. the barbarian law codes of early medieval europe

3. the Gunwinngu manage to take all the most
thrilling elements in the Nambikwara encounters
— the threat of violence, the opportunity for
sexual intrigue — and turn it into an
entertaining game (one that, the ethnographer
remarks, is considered enormous fun for everyone
involved). In such a situation, one would have to
assume obtaining the optimal cloth-for-spears ratio



is the last thing on most participants’ minds.
-- (David Graeber)
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Money and markets represent capitalist
power, not only a vernacular of power,
but also, and more importantly, existing
material practice of power. We must
recover that power over the means of our
existence, over the conditions and
practice of our existence. You cannot
have capital without money. You cannot
have abstract labour or labour for wages
without money. Especially people who have
no money understand that money is not a
neutral tool, it’s a form of control.
Capitalists are defined by money, their
power is monetary power, their logic is a
market-based logic. If our strategies for
confronting, undermining and overwhelming
capital are based in these simple facts,
it is not hard to challenge the system.
Non-market socialism is pragmatic.
-- (Anitra Nelson)
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Most people can find in their genealogy or in their own lives some
point when their ancestors or they themselves were forced from lands and



social relations that provided subsistence without having to sell either
one's products or oneself, i.e., they suffered Enclosure. Without these
moments of force, money would have remained a marginal aspect of human
history. These moments were mostly of brutal violence, sometimes quick
(with bombs, cannon, musket or whip), sometimes slower (with famine,
deepening penury, plague), which led to the terrorized flight from the
land, from the burnt-out village, from the street full of starving or
plague-ridden bodies, to slave ships, to reservations, to factories, to
plantations. This flight ended with "producers becoming more dependent on
exchange" since they had no other way to survive but by either selling
their products or selling themselves or being sold. Thus did "exchange
become more independent of them," its transcendental power arising from
the unreversed violence that drove "everyone" into the monetary system.
- (George Caffentzis)
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