




spelling <f> 
A NEW PROGRAM 
THAT ACTUALLY TEACHES SPELLING 

Dr. Ruel A. Allred, ED.D., eminent educator 
and leading authority in spelling research, 
is the principal author-designer of AEC’s 
new SPELLING SERIES. Dr. Allred is 
Professor of Elementary Education, 
Brigham Young University. 

The new SPELLING SERIES from American 
Educational Computer is an innovative, 
curriculum-based software program, the 
product of years of educational research and 
testing in the classroom. The program has 
been developed to teach the spelling skills 
required to achieve success in school and in 
life. As with all AEC software, the Spelling 
programs are versatile and easy to use. No 
previous computer experience is required. 

The SPELLING SERIES, spanning 
requirements from grades 2 through 8 and 
above, covers 98% of the words most 
commonly used in the written vocabulary. 

Based upon important findings and 
techniques of our educational authority, 
Dr. Ruel Allred, each program follows key 
steps in the teaching-learning process: 
a) Pre-testing to determine skill level; 
b) Concentrated study of misspelled words; 
c) Practice based upon eight study steps 
which teach correct spelling; d) Five special 
drills or word exercises, and finally, 
e) Testing to verify spelling mastery. 

The SPELLING SERIES also has a unique 
feature which allows you to add your own 
words to lessons, including current school 
work. You can create your own spelling 
lessons to improve skills, teach and entertain 
friends. 

■ LEARN SPELLING AT HOME 

■ INDIVIDUALIZED LESSONS 

m TEACHER DESIGNED 

* CURRICULUM-BASED PROGRAMS 

■ STUDENT/PARENT INTERACTION 

■ EASY TO USE 

■ MOTIVATING AND FUN 

Seven programs are available in the new AEC 
SPELLING SERIES. SPELLING for grades 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 have each been designed 
to provide individual instruction and practice 
at home. The series provides the option for a 
unique shared computer learning experience 
between the student and parent or tutor — 
where the tutor can pronounce the words, 
lending important voice enhancement to the 
lesson. 

■ COLORFUL GRAPHICS 

AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL COMPUTER, 
INC., is a major publisher of curriculum-based 
software. AEC programs are known for 
exceptional content design, clarity of 
presentation, ease of use and success in the 
learning process. As a leader in educational 
software, AEC fully guarantees all of its 
products. 
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overview Congratulations! You are about to use a spelling 
program that will really help you in becoming an 
excellent speller. But for now, relax! We want to 
give you a simple overview of the AEC Spelling 
program. Following this brief introduction, the 
details of the program will be carefully explained. 
Loading instructions for your computer begin on 
page 13 of this guide. 

AEC Spelling is a program which teaches the 
spelling of 4,233 words most commonly used 
in writing. The word lists used are the result of 

over 25 years of research into the writing/spell¬ 
ing needs of learners in grades 2 and up. AEC 
Spelling is made up of programs for grades two 
through eight. 

Each grade level consists of one two-sided disk 

with word lists on one side and study activities on 
the other. The activities are designed to develop 
mastery in spelling utilizing a Test/Teach/Test 
approach. A pre-test is used to find out which 
words a user cannot spell correctly. These are 
recorded on a “Words To Study” list. Then 

activities for learning these words are provided. 
Finally, a post-test is taken by the learner to 
measure progress. The approach is simple 
and rewards are built in. 

The program sequence for AEC Spelling is the 
same in each lesson at every grade level; how¬ 

ever, there are options for the user to individualize 
study. First, the user can choose whether or not to 
see the word list before taking the pre-test. A 
choice of four different kinds of activities is 
available for practicing the Words To Study. In 

addition, there is a series of eight study steps the 
learner is taken through for each word on his list. 
These activities are used to prepare the learner 
for the post-test. 
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At first, the younger user, (grade 2 and 3) will 
need help in reading the instructions and reading 
the descriptions for the Word Activities. However, 
these should be easily learned and the learner 
should be able to proceed without help from then 
on. This user will also need to be shown how to 
choose the spelling lessons or Student Manage¬ 
ment Menu on the credits screen or the Main 
Menu. The user will need to know how to type in 
his or her name, how to choose y/n for yes/no 
responses to questions, and how to choose a 
number to select from the menus the part of the 
program he or she wants to use. Older users 

(grade 4 and up) should be able to use the 
programs with very little supervision or help 

with reading. 

AEC Spelling word lists are grouped under basic 

spelling generalizations. 

Example: A long vowel sound is often spelled 
with one vowel letter followed by a consonant 
and silent ‘e’ as in cake. 

Exceptions to the generalizations are noted and 

highlighted for the user. This assures that mastery 
of spelling is achieved in a self-paced progression 
consistant with the standard spelling instruction 

techniques used in U.S. schools. 

AEC Spelling can be used in several ways. 

1. It is compatible as a supplement to any 
basal spelling program. 

2. It can be used as enrichment to the basic 

spelling program. 
3. It can provide extended practice on basal 

word lists. 
4. It can serve as a non-paper/pencil basic 

spelling program. 
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AEC Spelling has an easy to use student data 
management system which allows the parent to 
keep track of the users’ names, word lists, lesson 
numbers, and mastery levels, and add words not 
included in the program but which may be signif¬ 

icant for the learner. 

instructions 
for use 

The program begins with a flower garden and a 

little bee on the title screen. This will automat¬ 
ically advance to the credits frame at which point 
the user chooses to go to (1) Spelling Lessons or 
(2) Student Management by pushing Sfor Spell¬ 
ing or M for Management. The user then is asked 
to type in his or her name (a maximum of 10 

characters, including spaces) and is asked to 
push Yfor sound or N for no sound and push 
return. The Main Menu then appears. 

For beginning users it will be necessary to start 
with item 1 on the Main Menu. That item is 

“Instructions” which tells what the program will 
do. Please read these carefully. (Younger learn¬ 
ers may need some help reading these.) After 
reading this, the user returns to the Main Menu 
and types in 2 to get a word list. The learner may 
choose to see the words flash on the screen 
before taking the pre-test. Instructions will then 
be given in the following order: 

1. Turn the disk over and insert it in the drive to 
get a new word list. 

2. There will be a short wait while the word list 

is being recorded. You are then told to 
remove the disk, turn it over and insert it in 

the drive again. 
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3. The generalization for the word list comes up 

on the screen. 
4. If the learner chose to see the list, the word 

list will appear on the screen. If the word list 
includes exceptions to the generalization, 
these will be highlighted and designated as 
“Watch-out Words.” The learner can choose 
to see the generalization again after the 

word list is shown. 
5. The word list will stay on the screen until the 

return key is pressed to give time for study. 

A new word list is now on the student’s Words To 

Study list. 

spelling 
pre-test 

After the return key is pressed, a spelling word 

from the list will flash at top of the screen. After the 
word disappears a sentence will appear on the 
screen with the spelling word omitted. Then the 
missing word will flash again below the sentence 
and the cursor will begin flashing to notify the user 
to type in the word. (Typically a teacher giving a 
spelling test will follow this format. The teacher will 

say the word, use it in a sentence, say the word 
again, and ask students to write the word.) 

YES, YOUR SPELLING 
IS CORRECT. 
PRESS < RETURN > TO GO ON OR <ESC> TO 
EXIT 

WEST 
I WEST I 

If the user wants to have the word flashed again, 
press return. The word will flash again but for a 

slightly longer period of time. Pressing return 
again will flash the word yet again for an even 
longer period of time. Continuing to press return 
will cause the word to flash but the length of time it 
is on the screen no longer increases. After typing 
in the word, a colored bar on the screen will open 

and the target word will be correctly spelled below 
the user’s typed word. The user then compares 
the two words and is asked “Is the word spelled 
correctly?” If the answer is yes, push Yand return. 
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If the answer is no, push N and return. The screen 
will then show “correct” or “incorrect” with an 
audio accompaniment. Instructions will then appear 

on the screen to push return and the next word 
appears. This sequence continues until all words 
on the list have been tested in this same manner. 

If the user spelled all the words correctly, con¬ 

gratulations are given. Push return to get back to 
the Main Menu and type 2for a new word list. The 
procedure will continue in this manner with new 
words and sometimes a new generalization. 

If errors were made on the pre-test, those mis¬ 

spelled words will be shown in a list as “Words To 
Study.” The user is asked to choose between 
taking a self corrected test or going through the 
8 Study Steps to practice the Words To Study. 

self-corrected 
test 

If the user chooses the self corrected test, the 

following will occur: 

1. The words missed on the pre-test will appear 
in the same format as the pre-test with the 
same input asked for. 

2. Thus, the user has a second chance to spell 

the words correctly. 
3. If this test is not completed successfully, the 

program will go to the 8 Study Steps and 
use these with all the Words To Study. 
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the 8 study 
steps 

Over 25 years of research shows that there are 
eight important study steps for learning correct 
spelling. In AEC Spelling these are used on eight 
successive screens: 

Screen 1. 
Screen 2. 
Screen 3. 
Screen 4. 

Screen 5. 

Screen 6. 
Screen 7 
Screen 8. 

Say the word. 
Look at each part of the word. 

Say the letters in the word. 
Close your eyes and see the word in 

your mind. 
Check to see if you spelled the word 

correctly. 
When you are ready, type the word. 
Check to see it is spelled correctly. 
Let’s repeat the 8 Study Steps (if the 
word was not spelled correctly). 

GOOD WORK, 
SUE! 

YOU ARE READY FOR 
ANOTHER WORD. 

PRESS < RETURN > TO GO ON. < ESC> TO 
EXIT 

V_J 

The learner is encouraged along the way. When 
the 8 Study Steps are completed for all the Words 

To Study there is a reward. 

The user can escape the program at any point 
and get a new word list by pressing [ESC]. The 
user now is taken back to the Main Menu to get a 
new word list and proceeds in the same sequen¬ 
tial program with the new words. 
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managing 
student 
records 

MANAGE STUDENT RECORDS 

1. LIST OF STUDENTS 
2. ADD NEW STUDENTS 
3. CHANGE STUDENT DATA 
4. DELETE STUDENT 
5. LIST OF WORDS TO STUDY 
6. ADD WORDS TO STUDY 
7. ERASE WORDS TO STUDY 
8. START SPELLING PROGRAMS 

ENTER CHOICE 

V 
■ [YOU MAY PRESS <ESC> AT ANY TIME] ■ V 

STUDENT FILES ON THIS DISK 

1. DAN 
2. WENDY 
3. TRACIE 

(YOU MAY PRESS <ESC> AT ANY TIME]_j 

r A 

CURRENT NEW 
DATA DATA 

STUDENT NAME 

LIST # (1... 68] 1 

MASTERY LEVEL 1 

FOR EACH ITEM, ENTER NEW DATA OR 
< RETURN > TO LEAVE UNCHANGED. 

(YOU MAY PRESS < ESC > AT ANY TIME] 

The disk will hold up to three learners who may all 
be working on different words. It is possible to 
add students, delete students, add words, delete 
words, call up word lists, change a student’s word 
list number and change a student’s mastery level. 

To do any of these things, press 5 on the Main 
Menu. The Management Menu will come on the 
screen. Options available are: 

1. LIST OF STUDENTS: This screen shows a list 
of the names of the students who are in the 
program, to a maximum of 3. 

2. ADD A NEW STUDENT: To add a new name 
to the list you are asked to type in the stu¬ 
dent’s name, Word List number, and Mastery 
Level number. (The meaning of “Mastery Level” 

is explained below.) 

3. CHANGE STUDENT DATA: You will be shown 
a list of the students. Type in the number of the 
student whose data you want to see. You will 
then be shown the student’s name, the next list 

the student will be assigned, and the student’s 
mastery level. 

You can select which word list you want the 
student to work on by number. The word lists 
get harder as the numbers get higher. You may 

wish to have the student skip some lists or go 
back and repeat some lists. Type in the 
number of the list that you want to have the stu¬ 
dent work on. The number of word lists and the 
number of words in each list varies from grade 
to grade. When the last word list is used, the 
program goes back to Word List 1. 

10 

r 
CURRENT NEW 

DATA DATA 

STUDENT NAME RANDY 

LIST# [1. . .68] 1 

MASTERY LEVEL 1 

FOR EACH ITEM, ENTER NEW DATA OR 
< RETURN > TO LEAVE UNCHANGED. 

I [YOU MAY PRESS <ESC> AT ANY TIME] I 

Also on this screen you can select a mastery 
level. When a learner is working at Mastery 
Level 1 a word from the student’s Words To 
Study list will be removed from this list after one 

correct spelling on either the pre-test or post¬ 
test; Mastery Level 2 removes a word from the 
student’s Words To Study list after two correct 
spellings on either the pre-test or post-test; 
and soon. 

The Mastery Level can be set at any number 
from 1 through 9. But remember, the higher 
the number of the Mastery Level the more 
times the student will have to spell a given 
word correctly on a pre-test or post-test to 
have it removed from the Words To Study list. 

DELETE STUDENT: The screen will show a 
list of the students in the program. Type in the 
number of the student you want to delete. 

WORDS TO STUDY: The screen will show a list 
of students in the program. Enter the number 

of the student whose list you want to see. That 
student’s list of Words To Study will be shown 
on the screen. 

ADD A WORD TO STUDY LIST FOR: 

ENTER NUMBER OF STUDENT 
(OR < RETURN > FOR ALL] 

(YOU MAY PRESS <ESC> AT ANY TIME] I 

6. ADD WORDS TO STUDY: The screen will show 
a list of the students in the program. To add 

words to a student’s list enter the student’s 
number. Then type in the new word, spelled 
correctly. Next enter the word with a mis¬ 
spelling. (Be careful! The misspelled word 
must not be a real word.) And last, type in a 
sentence using the new word spelled correctly. 

This word is now part of the Words To Study 
list. 
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You can add any word that you feel is important 
for the student to learn such as a street name, 
city name, last name, words from school, etc. 
Although only one word can be added at a time, 

there is room for a total of 30 words on the 
Words To Study list. If the Words To Study list is 
full, you do have the option of deleting all the 
words and starting over again. See #7 below. 
After one word is entered, the screen will ask if 

you want to add another. Press [ESC] when 
you have added all the words you want to at 

this time. 

You may want to consider typing in a child’s 
spelling list for the week, commonly assigned 

by a teacher on Monday of each week. Then 
the student can go through the 8 Study Steps 
and the Word Activities on these words as part 

of his spelling “homework.” 

A new word can have no more than 16 char¬ 

acters, including spaces. The misspelled 
version of the word is limited to 18 characters. 
The sentence in which the word is used can 
have no more than 18 characters per line, limit 

two lines, including spaces. 

DO YOU WISH TO ERASE JACKIE'S 
STUDY WORD LIST? [Y/N] 

I [YOU MAY PRESS <ESC> AT ANY TIME] I 

7 ERASE WORDS TO STUDY: A list of the 

students will appear. Type in the number of 
the student whose list you want to erase. 
Press return and all the Words To Study will 
be deleted from this student’s record only. 
Now there is room to get a new word list or add 

a word using the procedures described in 

#6 above. 

8. START SPELLING PROGRAMS: When this 
number is pressed, the screen will go to the 
beginning of the student spelling program. 
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the post-test After the student has worked through some or all 
of these activities, pre-tests and study steps, a 
post-test can be taken to determine how well the 
student has done. This is selected from the Main 
Menu as number 4. The student will be tested on 
all the words on his “Words To Study” list. Those 
words at the student’s mastery level spelled cor¬ 
rectly on this test are deleted from the “Words To 
Study” list. Words remain on this list if they are not 

spelled correctly. 

loading 
instructions 

The AEC Spelling programs have been designed 
for easy use and require minimal keyboard input. 
All necessary instructions are built into the pro¬ 

grams. The steps below describe the general pro¬ 
cedure for running a program. 

Load the disk into your computer’s disk drive as 
described on the following pages. (You may have 

noticed that your AEC Spelling disk does not 
have a “Write Protection” tab covering the notch 
on the disk envelope. Please DO NOT add any 
write protection devices, as the program will not 
function properly if it is write protected.) 
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Apple II™, Apple 11 + ™, and Apple lie™ System 
requirements: One of the above computers with a 
minimum of 48K memory, a Disk Drive, and 

Color Monitor. 

1. Insert the AEC Spelling disk into the drive. 
2. Turn on the monitor and computer. 

Atari 800™, 800XL™, 1200XL™ System require¬ 
ments: One of the above computers with a 
minimum of 48K memory (800 and 1200XL 
require BASIC Cartridge #CXL4002), a Disk Drive, 

and Color Monitor 

1. Turn on the monitor and disk drive. 

2. After the “busy” light on your disk drive has 
gone out, place the AEC Spelling disk into the 

disk drive. 
3. Turn the computer on. 

Note: When using 800XL computers the disk 
will start to boot, then stop, showing a cursor at 
the top left corner of the screen. At this point, 
press RETURN twice, and the program will 

resume normal loading. 

Commodore 64™ System requirements: 
Commodore 64 computer, a Disk Drive, and a 

Color Monitor. 

1. Place the AEC Spelling disk into the disk drive. 

2. Turn on the computer, monitor, and disk drive. 
3. When READY appears on the screen, type 

LOAD “MM” 8 and press return. 
4. When READY appears on the screen, type 

RUN and press return. 

IBM PC™, XT™ or PCjr™ System requirements: 
IBM PC, XT or PCjr with at least 128K memory, 
dual-sided disk drive, color monitor and PC DOS 

1.1, 2.0, or 2.1. 

A. For a two disk drive system. 
1. Put the DOS disk which came with your 

IBM computer in drive A. 



2. Put the AEG Spelling disk in drive B. 
3. Load DOS by turning on the computer or, if 

it is already on, by simultaneously pressing 
the CTRL-ALT-DEL keys. 

4. When the A>prompt appears on the screen, 
type BASIC and press the RETURN key 
(0 ). When the screen says “ready” type 
RUN “HELLO”and press RETURN. 

B. For a single disk drive system. 
1. Put the DOS disk which came with your 

IBM computer in the drive. 
2. Load DOS by turning on the computer or, if 

it is already on, by simultaneously pressing 
the CTRL-ALT-DEL keys. 

3. When the A>prompt appears on the 

screen, type BASIC and press the 
RETURN key ( 0 ). When the screen says 
“ready” remove the DOS disk from the 
drive and insert the AEC Spelling disk, 
type RUN “HELLO”and press RETURN. 

American Educational Computer cannot 
guarantee that the AEC Spelling program will be 
functional on IBM compatible computers, since 
their Diskette Operating Systems differ from 
IBM’s DOS. 

15 



American Educational Computer, Inc. 

2450 Embarcadero Way 
Palo Alto, California 94303 

20033 
111539 

ABCDEFGHI 


