
The Secret History of Satan and the Jews

The word “diabolos” (διάβολος) comes from the verb “diaballo” (διαβάλλω) which means, among 
other things, to deceive, and to slender. It is still used in that way in modern Greek. The term 
“diavolos” was used instead of Satan, so that the evil spirit wouldn’t be called out. 

Devil does come from diabolos, and diabolos does come from dia- “through, across” and ballō “to 
throw”, as in ballistics: diabolos is the noun/adjective corresponding to diaballō. The word diabolos 
already shows up in Pindar (so Eustathius of Thessalonica, noting that Pindar used the word to mean 
diaboleus—which is cognate and synonymous to diabolos). It means “slanderer, backbiting”. It was 
used plenty in that meaning by people like Aristotle and Plutarch and Athenaeus (and as an adjective by
Aristophanes)—

Aristophanes Knights 45: “The beginning of last month he bought a slave, a Paphlagonian 
tanner, an arrant rogue, the incarnation of calumny” (literally: “the diabolos-est”)

Athenaeus 508e: “For Euphraeus, when he was staying with king Perdiccas

in Macedonia

, was not less a king than the other, being a man of a depraved and calumnious disposition”

before it was picked up by the Septuagint to refer to a generic enemy—

Esther 7:4 JPS: “But if we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had held my 
peace, for the adversary is not worthy that the king be endamaged” — more freely 
translated in the NIV as “If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I would 
have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.”

and then by the Magians for ‘Satan’:

1 Chr 21:1 NIV: “Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of Israel.”

And of course, the New Testament followed in the Septuagint’s footsteps.

In Greek:

• διάβολος (diabolos ‘accuser, slanderer’), from the verb διαβάλλειν (diaballein ‘accuse, 
calumniate’).

• σατανᾶς (satanās) or σατᾶν (satān), from the Hebrew שָָָׂטן (śāṭān ‘adversary, opponent’).

The ancient Greek word δαίμων (daimōn ‘deity, spirit’) has come to denote fallen angels—not only the 
devil, but all his angels as well.

Some people, especially the older and more religious, use euphemisms for the devil. These include 
ἀκατονόμαστος (akatonomastos ‘he-who-must-not-be-named’) and ὁ ἔξω ἀπὸ δῶ (ho exō apo dō ‘the 
out-of-here’).
The Late Latin word is from Ecclesiastical Greek diabolos, which in Jewish and Christian use was "the 
Devil, Satan," and which in general use meant "accuser, slanderer" (thus it was a scriptural loan-
translation of Hebrew satan).



Old English deofol "a devil, a subordinate evil spirit afflicting humans;" also, in Christian theology, 
"the Devil, a powerful spirit of evil otherwise known as Satan," from Late Latin diabolus (also the 
source of Italian diavolo, French diable, Spanish diablo; German Teufel is Old High German tiufal, 
from Latin via Gothic diabaulus).

Diablo devil Satan is "the accuser of the brethren," in Revelation. The Greek also shows earlier roots
in dia, across, and bolus, meaning clod, or ball that was thrown, thus ball-thrower. The ancients saw 
Satan as the force behind the meteoric cosmological catastrophes that are recorded in most ancient 
writings.

Etymonline's entry provides a little hint:

O.E. deofol "evil spirit, a devil, the devil, false god, diabolical person," from L.L. diabolus 
(also the source of It. diavolo, Fr. diable, Sp. diablo; Ger. Teufel is O.H.G. tiufal, from Latin
via Goth. diabaulus), from Ecclesiastical Gk. diabolos, in Jewish and Christian use, 
"Devil, Satan" (scriptural loan-translation of Heb. satan), in general use "accuser, 
slanderer," from diaballein "to slander, attack," lit. "throw across," from dia- "across, 
through" + ballein "to throw" (see ballistics). Jerome re-introduced Satan in Latin bibles, 
and English translators have used both in different measures. In Vulgate, as in Greek, 
diabolus and dæmon (see demon) were distinct, but they have merged in English and other 
Germanic languages.

διάβολος, -ον, (διαβάλλω, which see), prone to slander, slanderous, accusing falsely, 
(Aristophanes, Andocides, Plutarch, others): 1 Timothy 3:11; 2 Timothy 3:3; Titus 2:3; as a 
substantive, ὁ διάβολος, a calumniator, false accuser, slanderer, [see κατηγορέω, at the end], 
(Xenophon, Ages. 11, 5; [Aristotle, others]): Sept. Esther 7:4; Esther 8:1. In the Bible and in 
ecclesiastical writings ὁ διάβολος [also διάβ. without the article; cf. Winers Grammar, 124 (118); 
Buttmann, 89 (78)] is applied κατ’ ἐξοχήν to the one called in Hebrew ַהשָׂ�ָָטן, ὁ σατανᾶς (which 
see), namely, Satan, the prince of demons, the author of evil, persecuting good men (Job 1; 
Zechariah 3:1ff, cf. Revelation 12:10).

To the ancient Greeks, it wasnt a good evil dichotomy, it was one of Order and Chaos. The Gods where 
agents of Order, bringing the universe out of its Chaotic state and into an ever expanding one of Order.

The Olympians are "good" in that they are Order. The Titans, are beings of primordial chaos. 
They are beings of nature, without any order. To the Ancient Greeks, that was seen as not good, 
thus, evil. And here is the origin of the Magian distortion of Nephilim. Originally it has a 
Hellenic source. The Titans who were later killed off by Zeus.

I'll quote a translation of Hesiod below, where you can see that they are most definitely not the same as 
us humans, and like others that came before us, they all died off:

First, the immortals who dwell high up on the top of Olympus
Fashioned the firstborn race of articulate men, which was golden,
And it is said that they lived when Cronus was ruling in heaven.
Godlike, they lived like gods, and their hearts were entirely carefree,
Distant strangers to labor and suffering; neither did wretched



Age overtake them; instead, their members intact and unchanged, they
Took much pleasure in banquets and parties, apart from all evils
Till they died as if sleep overcame them. And everything worthwhile
Came to their hand, as the grain-growing earth bore fruit without tilling,
Plenty of good food crops unbegrudged; so they lived at their pleasure,
Peacefully minding their own business, amid numerous good things.
Wealthy in flocks were they and beloved of the blessed immortals.
After this whole first gold generation was finally buried,
Even today they are called pure spirits inhabiting earth and
Noble protectors of mankind, warding off evils from mortals,
Givers of wealth, which royal prerogative still is their business.

When Jerusalem was conquered and destroyed by the Neo-Babylonian Empire (587 BCE), some 
Jews were taken into captivity in Babylon. Cyrus the Great then conquered the Babylonians in 
550 BCE and established the Persian Empire. The state cult of Persia was Zoroastrianism, 
founded by the prophet Zoroaster. Evil was seen as the polar opposite of good. A pure, good 
being, Ahura Mazda ('Wise Lord') was the source of everything, and at the polar end was druj, 
chaos. Druj became personified as Angra Mainyu ('false', 'deception'), also known as Ahriman. 

The heavens, the earth, and all humans fall within this polar range.
Cyrus permitted the Jews to return to Jerusalem (539 BCE), although some stayed. They took 
many elements of ancient Persian religion with them, and they merged the personification of 
chaos with earlier views of ha-Satan. Now he was just Satan or, in Greek, diabolos, the Devil, and
the Jews began assigning all evil to Satan instead of God.

In another text, Jubilees, more Devil lore was added. Satan’s name here is Mastema (which 
means 'hated' or 'hostility'). We learn that Mastema wanted to be higher than God and rebelled. 
He and his fellow angels were tossed down into the bottomless pit. Satan became the fallen angel.
God wanted to destroy all the demons after the flood, but Mastema asked God to let him have a 
tenth of them to continue to plague men because "the evil of the sons of men is great" (10:8). 
With God’s permission, Mastema became the tempter who was written back into earlier stories. 
In Jubilees, it was Mastema who was permitted to test Abraham with the binding of Isaac. In 
other words, God’s omnipotence remains intact; Satan could not do his work without God’s 
permission.

In one of John’s visions, he referenced Isaiah 14, a polemic against the king of Babylon. Isaiah 
castigated the king who titled himself "day-star" for his hubris of thinking he was divine: "How 
you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn!" When Jerome translated the 
Hebrew scriptures into Latin in the 4th century CE, he knew that the Romans named their 
morning star - the planet Venus - Lucifer and translated the passage as such. Lucifer became the 
most popular name in the Middle Ages.



While his body was in the grave, Jesus’ soul traveled to Hell where he battled Satan for the souls 
of the righteous. When the stone was rolled back, these righteous souls came with him (Adam, 
Noah, Moses, Plato, and Aristotle). The idea that Christ "descended into Hell [and] on the third 
day, he arose again" became embedded in the 4th-century CE Nicene Creed. By the early Middle 
Ages, the story was known as the Harrowing of Hell. The word, 'to harry' meant a raid or 
incursion, such as the Viking raids.

Christian leaders in the 2nd century CE adopted the method of the personification of evil against 
Jews, women, heretics, and all things pagan. The native cults believed that the gods resided in 
their temples, but these were agents of Satan. The first iconic portraits of Satan came from the 
Greco-Roman fertility deity, Pan, who was half-man, half-goat. This is how Satan got his hooves 
and horns. Pan was represented with and was famous for a huge, erect phallus. This appendage 
became common in describing Satan. At first, drawn black, red became the standard color in his 
association with hellfire.

It was also in the 2nd century CE that both Christians and Jews - the early Rabbis - applied new 
understandings to the story of the fall. This is when the serpent became fully identified as the 
Devil in disguise and Eve took on more significance as the primary sinner in Eden. With 
misogynistic views of all women, Eve was understood to have been seduced by the serpent 
(because of that huge phallus), and then she seduced Adam. In the Rabbinic treatise, Genesis 
Rabbah, Eve’s sexual shame is why women remain veiled, and that menstruation was the 
punishment for shedding the blood of Adam. Tertullian, a 2nd-century CE Church Father, 
claimed that through Eve all women were the "Devil's gateway" and because of Eve "even the 
son of God had to die" (On the Apparel of Women, I).

The religious traditions of Europe (the Celts, Druidism, and Teutons) added other characteristics. 
The Celts had a horned god of the west, Cernunnos, similar to Pan. The daughter of Loki had a 
dual role in fertility as well as rule over the dead, and her name became incorporated to the place 
'Hel' or Hell.

With animal characteristics, Lucifer and his demons had the ability to change shape, and so a 
constant watch was necessary. One could trick Lucifer and repel him with signs of the cross, holy
water, the rosary, and communion wafers. Based upon feudal relationships, the concept of a pact 
arose in selling your soul to Lucifer in return for prosperity (the famous story of Faust). Only the 
intervention of Mary, the mother of Christ, could break the pact. This is when exorcism rituals 
were developed that are still taught to certain Catholic priests.

Dante Alighieri’s (1265-1321 CE) Inferno depicted Satan as a three-faced monster in the lowest 
section of Hell (ice, the furthest from the light), with giant bat-wings. For Dante, the greatest sin 
was betrayal, and Satan consumes Brutus, Cassius, and, of course, Judas.

Appendix: History of Satan by Ms. PointyHat



Source: https://web.archive.org/web/20111210012727/http://pointyhat.wordpress.com/a-
history-of-satan/

A History of Satan

ONA
A Short History and Ontology of Satan 
According to the Order of Nine Angles

A Short History of Satan

The story of Satan is vulgarly regarded – according to popular and Nazarene belief – as making 
its first appearance in what is regarded as ancient Biblical times, with a short history of, and 
stories about, Satan being provided in various parts the Old Testament, where Satan is described 
as a fallen (or rebellious) angel of the supreme deity commonly referred to as God, who rebelled 
because of His pride. In this story, one of the functions of Satan is to tempt human beings, and 
lead them away from the teaching, the revelation, the laws, of God.

In what are regarded as the oldest parts of the Old Testament – most probably written between 
230 BCE and 70 BCE – Satan is depicted simply as a rather sly adversary or opponent, with a 
human being who opposes any of God’s so-called “chosen people” sometimes also called a satan.
Over many centuries, both the story and the ontology of the Biblical being named Satan were 
further developed, particular by Nazarenes.

However, there is good evidence to suggest that, historically, the writers of the Old Testament 
drew inspiration from, or adapted, older stories, myths and legends about a Persian deity that 
came to be named Ahriman, who could thus be regarded as the archetype of the Biblical Satan, 
and also of the Quranic Iblis. Similarly, there is evidence that the God – Jehovah – of the Old 
Testament may have been based upon myths and legends about the Persian deity who came to be 
named Ahura Mazda.

The Order of Nine Angles presents a rather different interpretation, and history, of Satan, 
primarily based on what has been claimed to be an old aural tradition, handed down by a few 
reclusive Adepts of what has been, variously, called The Dark Tradition, The Seven Fold Way, 
The Sinister Way, Traditional Satanism, and Hebdomadry.

According to this tradition [1], the being now known by the exoteric name Satan is one of The 
Dark Gods (a.k.a The Dark Ones), who are entities existing, living, in the acausal continuum [2]. 
This Satan [3] is The Prince of Darkness and of Chaos, and He – along with some other Dark 
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Gods – is portrayed as a shapeshifter, capable of assuming human form, Who has visited, or been 
manifest, on Earth. at various times throughout our human history.

Thus, for the ONA, Satan is an actual living entity who lives in the acausal continuum, and Who 
can – by means of various nexions [4] – presence Himself in the causal continuum in some 
physical form and cause, provoke, or be the genesis of, changes there.

Furthermore, Satan – and other shapeshifting Dark Ones, such as the entity Baphomet, known to 
us in Her female human form – are considered as having been instrumental in guiding our 
conscious development, especially through the Chaos and Change wrought by Satanic Adepts 
through means such as the Sinister Dialectic. Satanic Adepts – and Initiates – are thus considered 
as doing the work of Satan, here in the causal, and on our planet, Earth.
One legend recounts Baphomet as the Bride, The Wife and Mistress, of Satan – and the Mother of
all life on our planet, Earth. Baphomet is thus, according to this legend, that innate creative force,
that cosmic energy, which permeates and which guides Nature upward by means of what we 
humans have termed evolution.

According to legend, Satan – and some other Dark Ones – first came to, or presenced themselves 
on, Earth to and for us, many millennia ago, at the dawn of our human consciousness.  In 
addition, Satan – as some other Dark Entities from the acausal – has, by virtue of their acausal 
nature, certain powers; that is, He – as They – can provoke, or cause, or be the genesis, of certain 
changes in we human beings (desired or undesired by us), as well as in our causal world 
(“events” on planet Earth). Thus, He – as They (and in particular, Baphomet) – can interfere in 
our human affairs, and have interfered in our human affairs, according to Their own nature.
This “interference” is just another way of saying that certain acausal entities possess the ability to
change, or alter, in certain ways, causal energy, and causal matter – and in particular the type of 
energy that is our human psyche, which itself is just a mostly latent nexion between the realm of 
the causal and the realms of the acausal. Satanic Initiation is a means to open this particular 
nexion, just as living in a Satanic manner keeps this nexion open, expands it, and allows for 
acausal energy to flow through it, bringing a new type of life to the Satanist, allowing them to 
presence acausal energy (dark forces) on Earth, and providing them with an opportunity for an 
acausal existence after their own mortal dying. [5]

On The Ontology of Satan and His Name

According to the ONA, Satan and the other Dark Ones are simply acausal entities, existing – 
living – in the acausal continuum. That is, they are a particular type of natural life in the Cosmos, 
and were not created by some supreme deity, named God, or whatever [6]. They just are, and live 
according to their own, acausal, nature, in their own species of acausal Time and in the infinite 
realms of acausal Space.



Unlike ourselves, however – who are mortal fragile beings living for a brief period in the causal 
continuum and thus whose body is subject to the decay caused by the cause-and effect of linear, 
causal, Time – these acausal entities, by virtue of the nature of acausal Space and acausal Time, 
can be viewed as “immortal” and capable of instantaneous “travel”, both in their own 
dimensions, and in ours.

Thus, these entities are not what are commonly called “supernatural beings” – they are just a 
different type of being from we mortal human beings who live in the causal continuum known to 
us by means of our human senses. These acausal beings do not have, nor need, fragile, organic, 
bodies such as we possess, although – as mentioned – they can assume human form, when 
presenced on Earth [7].

The name Satan is only the traditional exoteric (the common or outer or non-responsive) name of 
this particular acausal entity. The esoteric “name” of this entity is a chant (a vibration of a 
particular frequency and intensity) which when sung or chanted in the correct manner (by two or 
more human individuals) in a particular type of resonant place where a certain shaped crystal is 
aligned correctly – re-presents the actual, responsive/reactive, human name of the entity.
This esoteric (secret and correct) name of Satan is based upon the Greek word that became the 
word Satan, and, historically, the ONA derives the name from Phoenician and thence, in a variant
form, to Ancient Greek [8] – a Greek name borrowed and morphed by others, and thence 
inappropriately appropriated by the writers of the Old Testament, who wrote several centuries 
after the time of Greeks such as Aeschylus, and Pythagoras.

It is quite possible that it was the shapeshifting acausal entity known to ONA myth and legend as 
The Prince of Darkness, Who – interacting with human beings in certain ways in our historical 
past – gave rise to various stories, myths and legends, in many cultures at varying times, 
including the stories, myths and legends, about Ahriman.

Thus, it was some stories about the coming-forth-to-Earth of this particular acausal entity that 
eventually were used as the basis for the abstract, fantasy, “satan” described in the Old Testament,
redolent as this fantasy was and is – with its “chosen people”, its Prophets, its vengeful supreme 
Being capable of vanquishing Satan, its “sacred texts” and God-given laws – of a people 
suffering quite severely from the debilitating disease of abstractionism, manifest as this sickness 
often is in both the hubriati-syndrome and in feelings of being persecuted.
Order of Nine Angles
121 Year of Fayen

^^^^^^^

Notes:
[1] As has been written many times in respect of such aural traditions, they are to be judged by 
each individual, on their merits, or otherwise. That is, no claim is made regarding them, by the 



ONA, other than that they are aural traditions, and – like other folk stories, and other aural myths 
and legends – they may or may not contain some veracity, and may or may not contain accurate 
or interesting historical information.
[2] For the acausal continuum, see ONA texts such as The Ontology and Theology of Traditional 
Satanism and A Brief Guide to The Esoteric Philosophy of The Order of Nine Angles.
For a brief outline of The Dark Gods, refer to ONA texts such as The Mythos of the Dark Gods: 
Beings of Acausal Darkness.
[3] For a brief discussion of the name Satan, see the section On The Ontology of Satan and His 
Name, below.

[4] Nexions are a means whereby entities from the acausal may presence – be manifest, or travel 
– to the causal continuum, including Earth, and thus interact with, and affect, we human beings.  
For a brief outline of nexions, refer to ONA texts such as The Meaning of The Nine Angles – A 
Collection of Texts, Parts One and Two.
According to tradition, the vibration of the esoteric name of Satan, in the correct manner in the 
correct surroundings, opens a particular type of nexion and transmits a human call into the 
acausal which Satan may respond to.
[5] Refer to ONA texts such as After-Life in the Esoteric Philosophy of The Order of Nine 
Angles.
[6] The Dark, the Satanic, Tradition of the ONA states that such a supreme, creator, Being – such 
as God – does not exist, and that what we term God is just a human abstraction, an unnecessary 
human manufactured construct, a myth, which human beings, and thus certain religions and 
theologies and philosophies, have projected onto the reality of the Cosmos in a vain attempt to 
understand it, and themselves.
[7] For further details regarding the ontology of Satan, refer to ONA texts such as The Ontology 
and Theology of Traditional Satanism and A Brief Guide to The Esoteric Philosophy of The 
Order of Nine Angles.
[8] For a brief discussion regarding the correct etymology of the name Satan, refer to the 
Appendix of the ONA text Defining Satanism.
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