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Secretary Morgenthan today announced the appointment by the President of 

the 1939 members of the Annual Assay Commission which will meet at the United 

States Mint at Philadelphia at 10 o »clock Wednesday, February 8, in the traditi 
al ceremony held each year for the »trial of the coins.»

Members of the Commission are:

John J. Dorman, 116 Fifth Avenue, Mew York City.
Allen B. Endicott, 725 Atlantic Avenue, Atlantic City, M.J. 
Judge Charles Harwood, 77 Cortland Street, Mew York City. 
Mrs. Winthrop Palmer, Fairfield, Conn.
Miss Gertrude Ely, Bryn Mawr, Pa.
Dr. William H* Crane, 2435 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia. 
Mrs. Burke Sinclair, 1800 Eye Street, Washington, D.C.
Mrs. Margaret W. Perry, 2 Margin Street, Westerly, R.I.

Ex-Officio members*

Judge Oliver B. Dickinson, United States District Court,
, Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

Preston Delano, Comptroller of the Currency.
Joseph S. Buford, Chief Assayer, United States Assay 

Office, Mew York City.

Ihe Commission is one of the oldest institutions in the Government, havin, 

toon created in 1801. At the United States Mints at Philadelphia, Denver and 

San Francisco, one silver coin of every 2,000 delivered from the coining room 
ust be reserved for test by the Commission to determine whether the coins con- 

to legal requirements as to weight and fineness. /
The sample coins arc required to to scaled and carefully prosorvod in a 

Pyx under the joint caro of tho Superintendent and Assayor for delivery to
til p

oemission. The word »pyx» in the law is derived from »pyx-chest,» a recop-

now Engli sh coins once kept in the Chapel of the Pyx in Westminster 
AbbGy. London.
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For tho 1939 tost, 26,451 coins wore reserved at the three United States 

coinage mints and are now assembled at the Philadelphia Mint in the manner pro

scribed by lav/* The coins are carefully guarded in the ”pyxn at Philadelphia 

awaiting trial by the Commission*

Mrs# Hellie Tayloe Ross, Director of the Mint, will be present at the 

Philadelphia ceremony, and will carry with her from Washington the official 

weights of the Bureau of the Mint, which have been calibrated at the Bureau of 

Standards for the annual test of the coinage*

The law specifies that sample coins deposited by superintendents of the 

coinage mints for the annual test shall ”be sealed by the Superintendent in an 

envelope on which shall be inscribed the place of coinage, the date, number and 

amount of delivery, the number and denomination of pieces inclosed, and a cer

tificate signed by the Superintendent and Assayer that the facts are as stated.”

The sealed parcels, the law provides, shall be deposited in a pyx, desig

nated for the purpose at each Mint, to be kept under the joint care of the 

Superintendent and Assayer and be secured so that neither can have access to its 

contents without the presence of the other. The law directs that the reserved 

pieces from the coinage of mints other than the Philadelphia Mint, shall, in 

beir sealed envelopes, be transmitted quarterly by express or registered mail 

the Mint at Philadelphia, whore they shall be carefully preserved in a pyx

er the joint care of the Superintendent and Assayer, for delivery to the 

Annual Assay Commission#.
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