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Wait, I say, on the Lord

If the time seems long to wait for our Deliverer to come; if, bowed by affliction and worn with 
toil, we feel impatient,for our commission to close, and to receive an honorable release from the 
warfare, let us remember—and let the remembrance check every murmur—that God leaves us 
on earth to encounter storms and conflicts, to perfect Christian character, to become better 
acquainted with God our Father and Christ our Elder Brother, and to do work for the Master in 
winning many souls to Christ, that with glad heart we may hear the words, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”  Be patient, Christian soldier. Yet a little 
while, and He that shall come, will come. The night of weary waiting, and watching, and 
mourning is nearly over. The reward will soon be given; the eternal day will dawn. There is no 
time to sleep now,—no time to indulge in useless regrets. He who ventures to slumber now will 
miss precious opportunities of doing good. We are granted the blessed privilege of gathering 
sheaves in the great harvest; and every soul saved will be an additional star in the crown of Jesus,
our adorable Redeemer. Who is eager to lay off the armor, when by pushing the battle a little 
longer, he will achieve new victories and gather new trophies for eternity?  Christian Service, 
page 274 

Wait, I say, on the Lord
Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me.  

When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I 
seek.  Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast 
been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.  When my 
father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me up.  Teach me thy way, 
O Lord, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies.  Deliver me not over 
unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as 
breathe out cruelty.  I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of 
the Lord in the land of the living.  Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and he shall 
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord. Psalm 27:7-14
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More than they that watch for the morning
Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord.  Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears 
be attentive to the voice of my supplications.  If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 
O Lord, who shall stand?  But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be 
feared.  I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope.  My soul 
waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more than they
that watch for the morning.  Let Israel hope in the Lord: for with the Lord there is 
mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption.  And he shall redeem Israel from all his 
iniquities.  Psalm 130:1-8

Blessed is that servant
Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  

Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure
in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.  

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  Let your loins be girded 
about, and your lights burning;  And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their 
lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, they 
may open unto him immediately.  Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he 
cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make
them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them.  And if he shall come in 
the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those 
servants.  And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what hour the 
thief would come, he would have watched, and not have suffered his house to be 
broken through.  Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour 
when ye think not.  Then Peter said unto him, Lord, speakest thou this parable unto 
us, or even to all?  And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, 
whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat 
in due season?  Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so 
doing.  Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath.  

But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin 
to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken;  The 
lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour 
when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion 
with the unbelievers.  And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and prepared not 
himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.  But he 
that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few 
stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to 
whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.  Luke 12:32-48
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They that wait upon the Lord
 To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One.  Lift up your 
eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by
number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is 
strong in power; not one faileth.  Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, 
My way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my God?  Hast 
thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator 
of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his 
understanding.  He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he 
increaseth strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men 
shall utterly fall:  But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall 
walk, and not faint.  Isaiah 40:25-31

I will wait upon the Lord
Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye
of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and
ye shall be broken in pieces.  Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought; speak 
the word, and it shall not stand: for God is with us.  For the Lord spake thus to me 
with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this people,
saying, Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A 
confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.  Sanctify the Lord of hosts 
himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.  And he shall be for a 
sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of 
Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  And many among 
them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken.  Bind up the
testimony, seal the law among my disciples.  And I will wait upon the Lord, that hideth
his face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for him.  Behold, I and the children 
whom the Lord hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of
hosts, which dwelleth in mount Zion.  And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto 
them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should 
not a people seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?  To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them.  Isaiah 8:9-20

Ye have need of patience
Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that 
promised;)  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:  
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Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.  For if 
we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth
no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.  He that despised Moses’ law died 
without mercy under two or three witnesses:  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose
ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and 
hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?  For we know him that hath said, 
Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord
shall judge his people.  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.  But 
call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured 
a great fight of afflictions;  Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by 
reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that 
were so used.  For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the 
spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an 
enduring substance.  Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great 
recompence of reward.  For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will 
of God, ye might receive the promise.  For yet a little while, and he that shall come will
come, and will not tarry.  Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, 
my soul shall have no pleasure in him.  But we are not of them who draw back unto 
perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.  Hebrews 10:23-39

Hope deferred maketh the heart sick
 Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.  
Proverbs 13:12

The Lord hath restrained me from bearing
Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an 
Egyptian, whose name was Hagar.  And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, 
the Lord hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be 
that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai.  And 
Sarai Abram’s wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten 
years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife.  And 
he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she saw that she had conceived, 
her mistress was despised in her eyes.  And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon
thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she had conceived, 
I was despised in her eyes: the Lord judge between me and thee.  But Abram said unto
Sarai, Behold, thy maid is in thine hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when Sarai 
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dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face.  And the angel of the Lord found her by a
fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur.  And he said, 
Hagar, Sarai’s maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said, I 
flee from the face of my mistress Sarai.  And the angel of the Lord said unto her, 
Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands.  And the angel of 
the Lord said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be 
numbered for multitude.  And the angel of the Lord said unto her, Behold, thou art 
with child and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because 
the Lord hath heard thy affliction.  And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against
every man, and every man’s hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of 
all his brethren.  And she called the name of the Lord that spake unto her, Thou God 
seest me: for she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth me?  Wherefore the
well was called Beerlahairoi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered.  And Hagar 
bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son’s name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael.  And
Abram was fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram.  Genesis 
16:1-16

Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son
And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and 
said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.  And I 
will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.  And 
Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, As for me, behold, my 
covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations.  Neither shall thy 
name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of 
many nations have I made thee.  And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will 
make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.  And I will establish my 
covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.  And I will give 
unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land 
of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.  And God said unto 
Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in 
their generations.  This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and 
thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised.  And ye shall 
circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt 
me and you.  And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man 
child in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any 
stranger, which is not of thy seed.  He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought 
with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in your flesh 
for an everlasting covenant.  And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his 
foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken 
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my covenant.  And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call 
her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be.  And I will bless her, and give thee a son 
also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people 
shall be of her.  Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, 
Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is 
ninety years old, bear?  And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before
thee!  And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call 
his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant,
and with his seed after him.  And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have 
blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve 
princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation.  But my covenant will I 
establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year.  

And he left off talking with him, and God went up from Abraham.  Genesis 17:1-22

For yet a little while
 Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of 
iniquity.  For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb.  

Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt 
be fed.  Delight thyself also in the Lord: and he shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart.  Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.  

And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the 
noonday.  Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him 
who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.  

Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do evil.  For 
evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit the 
earth.  For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently 
consider his place, and it shall not be.  But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall 
delight themselves in the abundance of peace.  The wicked plotteth against the just, 
and gnasheth upon him with his teeth.  The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that 
his day is coming.  The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow, to 
cast down the poor and needy, and to slay such as be of upright conversation.  Their 
sword shall enter into their own heart, and their bows shall be broken.  Psalm 37:1-15

Not slack concerning his promise
This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure 
minds by way of remembrance:  That ye may be mindful of the words which were 
spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the 
Lord and Saviour:  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, 
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walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the 
creation.  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens 
were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:  Whereby the 
world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:  But the heavens and the 
earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against 
the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.  But, beloved, be not ignorant of 
this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years
as one day.  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up.  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting 
unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be 
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?  Nevertheless we, according 
to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.  And account that the 
longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also 
according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;  As also in all his 
epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be 
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the 
other scriptures, unto their own destruction.  Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know 
these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, 
fall from your own stedfastness.  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.  2 Peter 3:1-
18

The desire of all nations shall come
In the seventh month, in the one and twentieth day of the month, came the word of 
the Lord by the prophet Haggai, saying, Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, and to the 
residue of the people, saying, Who is left among you that saw this house in her first 
glory? and how do ye see it now? is it not in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?  

Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord; and be strong, O Joshua, son of 
Josedech, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the Lord, and 
work: for I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts:  According to the word that I 
covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my spirit remaineth among you: 
fear ye not.  For thus saith the Lord of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will 
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shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry land;  And I will shake all 
nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory, 
saith the Lord of hosts.  The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of 
hosts.  The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith 
the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts.  Haggai 
2:1-9

Who may abide the day of his coming?
Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.  But who 
may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is 
like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap:  And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that 
they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.  Then shall the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in 
former years.  Malachi 3:1-4

Mine eyes have seen thy salvation
And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name 
was called Jesus, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the 
womb.  And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were 
accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord;  (As it is 
written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy 
to the Lord;)  And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the 
Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.  And, behold, there was a man in 
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting 
for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.  And it was revealed 
unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the 
Lord’s Christ.  And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, Then took he him
up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace, according to thy word:  For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all people;  A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of thy people Israel.  And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which
were spoken of him.  And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, 
Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign 
which shall be spoken against;  (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) 
that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.  And there was one Anna, a 
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prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and 
had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity;  And she was a widow of 
about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served God 
with fastings and prayers night and day.  And she coming in that instant gave thanks 
likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem.  And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, 
they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.  And the child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.  Luke 2:21-40

At the end it shall speak
I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he 
will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved.  And 
the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that 
he may run that readeth it.  For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end 
it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it 
will not tarry.  Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just 
shall live by his faith.  Habakkuk 2:1-4

Shall so come in like manner
The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and 
teach, Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost 
had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen:  To whom also he 
shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them 
forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:  And, being 
assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from 
Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of 
me.  For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost 
not many days hence.  When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, 
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?  And he said 
unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath 
put in his own power.  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  And when he had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their 
sight.  And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel;  Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.  Then returned they unto 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day’s 
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journey.  And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode
both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of 
James.  These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the 
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.  Acts 1:1-14

All the days of my appointed time
Man that is born of a woman is of few days and full of trouble.  He cometh forth like a 
flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not.  And doth thou
open thine eyes upon such an one, and bringest me into judgment with thee?  Who can
bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not one.  Seeing his days are determined, the 
number of his months are with thee, thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot 
pass;  Turn from him, that he may rest, till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, his day. 

For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the 
tender branch thereof will not cease.  Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, 
and the stock thereof die in the ground;  Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and
bring forth boughs like a plant.  But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up
the ghost, and where is he?  As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and
drieth up:  So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall 
not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep.  O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave,
that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint
me a set time, and remember me!  If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my 
appointed time will I wait, till my change come.  Thou shalt call, and I will answer 
thee: thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands.  Job 14:1-15

In quietness and in confidence
 For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be 
saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not.  But ye 
said, No; for we will flee upon horses; therefore shall ye flee: and, We will ride upon 
the swift; therefore shall they that pursue you be swift.  One thousand shall flee at the 
rebuke of one; at the rebuke of five shall ye flee: till ye be left as a beacon upon the top
of a mountain, and as an ensign on an hill.  And therefore will the Lord wait, that he 
may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy 
upon you: for the Lord is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.  

For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more: he will be 
very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will answer 
thee.  And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, 
yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see 
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thy teachers:  And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, 
walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left.  Isaiah 
30:15-21

He is our help and our shield
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; and the people whom he hath chosen for 
his own inheritance.  The Lord looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men. 

From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth.  He 
fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their works.  There is no king saved by
the multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered by much strength.  An horse is 
a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength.  Behold, the 
eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy;  To 
deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine.  Our soul waiteth for 
the Lord: he is our help and our shield.  For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we 
have trusted in his holy name.  Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, according as we 
hope in thee.  Psalm 33:12-22

My lord delayeth his cometh
Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth 
leaves, ye know that summer is nigh:  So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, 
know that it is near, even at the doors.  Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not 
pass, till all these things be fulfilled.  Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away.  But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of 
heaven, but my Father only.  But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be.  For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the 
ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be.  Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left.  Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left.  Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.  

But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief 
would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be 
broken up.  Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of 
man cometh.  Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler 
over his household, to give them meat in due season?  Blessed is that servant, whom 
his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.  Verily I say unto you, That he shall make 
him ruler over all his goods.  But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord
delayeth his coming;  And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink 
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with the drunken;  The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not 
for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut him asunder, and 
appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.  Matthew 24:32-51

Whoso findeth me findeth life
Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that keep my 
ways.  Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not.  Blessed is the man that heareth
me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.  For whoso findeth 
me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord.  But he that sinneth against me 
wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me love death.  Proverbs 8:32-36

Truly my soul waiteth upon God
Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my salvation.  He only is my rock 
and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall not be greatly moved.  How long will ye 
imagine mischief against a man? ye shall be slain all of you: as a bowing wall shall ye 
be, and as a tottering fence.  They only consult to cast him down from his excellency: 
they delight in lies: they bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly. Selah.  My 
soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him.  He only is my rock 
and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved.  In God is my salvation and 
my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God.  Trust in him at all times; 
ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah.  Psalm 62:1-8

When forty years were expired
And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words 
and in deeds.  And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his 
brethren the children of Israel.  And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended 
him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian:  For he supposed 
his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: 
but they understood not.  And the next day he shewed himself unto them as they 
strove, and would have set them at one again, saying, Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye 
wrong one to another?  But he that did his neighbour wrong thrust him away, saying, 
Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us?  Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest the 
Egyptian yesterday?  Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in the land of 
Madian, where he begat two sons. And when forty years were expired, there appeared 
to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a 
bush.  When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he drew near to behold it, 
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the voice of the Lord came unto him, Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and 
durst not behold.  Then said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet: for the 
place where thou standest is holy ground.  I have seen, I have seen the affliction of my 
people which is in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning, and am come down to 
deliver them. And now come, I will send thee into Egypt.  This Moses whom they 
refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the same did God send to be a 
ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the angel which appeared to him in the bush.  He 
brought them out, after that he had shewed wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, 
and in the Red sea, and in the wilderness forty years.  Acts 7:22-36

How long shall the adversary reproach?
O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever? why doth thine anger smoke against the 
sheep of thy pasture?  Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of old; 
the rod of thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed; this mount Zion, wherein 
thou hast dwelt.  Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual desolations; even all that the 
enemy hath done wickedly in the sanctuary.  Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy 
congregations; they set up their ensigns for signs.  A man was famous according as he 
had lifted up axes upon the thick trees.  But now they break down the carved work 
thereof at once with axes and hammers.  They have cast fire into thy sanctuary, they 
have defiled by casting down the dwelling place of thy name to the ground.  They said 
in their hearts, Let us destroy them together: they have burned up all the synagogues 
of God in the land.  We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neither is 
there among us any that knoweth how long.  O God, how long shall the adversary 
reproach? shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever?  Why withdrawest thou thy 
hand, even thy right hand? pluck it out of thy bosom.  For God is my King of old, 
working salvation in the midst of the earth.  Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength: 
thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters.  Thou brakest the heads of 
leviathan in pieces, and gavest him to be meat to the people inhabiting the wilderness.  

Thou didst cleave the fountain and the flood: thou driedst up mighty rivers.  The day 
is thine, the night also is thine: thou hast prepared the light and the sun.  Thou hast set
all the borders of the earth: thou hast made summer and winter.  Remember this, that 
the enemy hath reproached, O Lord, and that the foolish people have blasphemed thy 
name.  O deliver not the soul of thy turtledove unto the multitude of the wicked: forget
not the congregation of thy poor for ever.  Have respect unto the covenant: for the 
dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty.  O let not the oppressed 
return ashamed: let the poor and needy praise thy name.  Arise, O God, plead thine 
own cause: remember how the foolish man reproacheth thee daily.  Forget not the 
voice of thine enemies: the tumult of those that rise up against thee increaseth 
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continually.  Psalm 74:1-23

We have waited for him
He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off 
all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for 
the Lord hath spoken it.  And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, and he will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for him, we will 
be glad and rejoice in his salvation.  Isaiah 25:8-9

O the hope of Israel
The word of the Lord that came to Jeremiah concerning the dearth.  Judah mourneth,
and the gates thereof languish; they are black unto the ground; and the cry of 
Jerusalem is gone up.  And their nobles have sent their little ones to the waters: they 
came to the pits, and found no water; they returned with their vessels empty; they 
were ashamed and confounded, and covered their heads.  Because the ground is chapt,
for there was no rain in the earth, the plowmen were ashamed, they covered their 
heads.  Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and forsook it, because there was no 
grass.  And the wild asses did stand in the high places, they snuffed up the wind like 
dragons; their eyes did fail, because there was no grass.  O Lord, though our iniquities 
testify against us, do thou it for thy name’s sake: for our backslidings are many; we 
have sinned against thee.  O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time of trouble, 
why shouldest thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a wayfaring man that turneth 
aside to tarry for a night?  Why shouldest thou be as a man astonied, as a mighty man 
that cannot save? yet thou, O Lord, art in the midst of us, and we are called by thy 
name; leave us not.  Thus saith the Lord unto this people, Thus have they loved to 
wander, they have not refrained their feet, therefore the Lord doth not accept them; 
he will now remember their iniquity, and visit their sins.  Then said the Lord unto me, 
Pray not for this people for their good.  When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and 
when they offer burnt offering and an oblation, I will not accept them: but I will 
consume them by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence.  Then said I, 
Ah, Lord God! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, neither 
shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place.  Then 
the Lord said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, 
neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a 
false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart.  

Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and
I sent them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword 
and famine shall those prophets be consumed.  And the people to whom they prophesy
shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword; and 
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they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor their 
daughters: for I will pour their wickedness upon them.  Therefore thou shalt say this 
word unto them; Let mine eyes run down with tears night and day, and let them not 
cease: for the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great breach, with a very 
grievous blow.  If I go forth into the field, then behold the slain with the sword! and if I
enter into the city, then behold them that are sick with famine! yea, both the prophet 
and the priest go about into a land that they know not.  Hast thou utterly rejected 
Judah? hath thy soul lothed Zion? why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing 
for us? we looked for peace, and there is no good; and for the time of healing, and 
behold trouble!  We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our 
fathers: for we have sinned against thee.  Do not abhor us, for thy name’s sake, do not 
disgrace the throne of thy glory: remember, break not thy covenant with us.  Are there
any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause rain? or can the heavens give 
showers? art not thou he, O Lord our God? therefore we will wait upon thee: for thou 
hast made all these things.  Jeremiah 14:1-22

If thou hadst been here
Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her 
sister Martha.  (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped 
his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.)  Therefore his sisters sent unto
him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.  When Jesus heard that, he 
said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God 
might be glorified thereby.  Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.  

When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same 
place where he was.  Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea 
again.  His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and 
goest thou thither again?  Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If 
any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world.  

But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him.  These 
things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I 
go, that I may awake him out of sleep.  Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he 
shall do well.  Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken 
of taking of rest in sleep.  Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.  And I 
am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless 
let us go unto him.  Then said Thomas, which is called Didymus, unto his 
fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die with him.  Then when Jesus came, he 
found that he had lain in the grave four days already.  Now Bethany was nigh unto 
Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off:  And many of the Jews came to Martha and 
Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother.  Then Martha, as soon as she heard 
that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.  Then said 
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Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.  But I 
know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.  Jesus 
saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.  Martha saith unto him, I know that he 
shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.  Jesus said unto her, I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live:  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?  

She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, 
which should come into the world.  And when she had so said, she went her way, and 
called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee.  As 
soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him.  Now Jesus was not yet 
come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him.  The Jews then 
which were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she 
rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep 
there.  Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his 
feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.  When 
Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he 
groaned in the spirit, and was troubled.  And said, Where have ye laid him? They said 
unto him, Lord, come and see.  Jesus wept.  Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved 
him!  And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, 
have caused that even this man should not have died?  Jesus therefore again groaning 
in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.  Jesus said, Take 
ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by 
this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.  Jesus saith unto her, Said I not 
unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?  Then 
they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up 
his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.  And I knew that thou 
hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may 
believe that thou hast sent me.  And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud 
voice, Lazarus, come forth.  And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot 
with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them,
Loose him, and let him go.  Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen 
the things which Jesus did, believed on him.  John 11:1-45

I will make this proverb to cease
And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, what is that proverb 
that ye have in the land of Israel, saying, The days are prolonged, and every vision 
faileth?  Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord God; I will make this proverb to 
cease, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel; but say unto them, The 
days are at hand, and the effect of every vision.  For there shall be no more any vain 
vision nor flattering divination within the house of Israel.  For I am the Lord: I will 
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speak, and the word that I shall speak shall come to pass; it shall be no more 
prolonged: for in your days, O rebellious house, will I say the word, and will perform 
it, saith the Lord God.  Again the word of the Lord came to me, saying.  Son of man, 
behold, they of the house of Israel say, The vision that he seeth is for many days to 
come, and he prophesieth of the times that are far off.  Therefore say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lord God; There shall none of my words be prolonged any more, but the 
word which I have spoken shall be done, saith the Lord God.  Ezekiel 12:21-28

As it were for a little moment
In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; 
salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks.  Open ye the gates, that the 
righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in.  Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.  Trust ye in 
the Lord for ever: for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength:  For he bringeth 
down them that dwell on high; the lofty city, he layeth it low; he layeth it low, even to 
the ground; he bringeth it even to the dust.  The foot shall tread it down, even the feet 
of the poor, and the steps of the needy.  The way of the just is uprightness: thou, most 
upright, dost weigh the path of the just.  Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, 
have we waited for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance
of thee.  With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me 
will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteousness.  Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not 
learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not 
behold the majesty of the Lord.  Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see: 
but they shall see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine 
enemies shall devour them.  Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou also hast 
wrought all our works in us.  O Lord our God, other lords beside thee have had 
dominion over us: but by thee only will we make mention of thy name.  They are dead,
they shall not live; they are deceased, they shall not rise: therefore hast thou visited 
and destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish.  Thou hast increased the 
nation, O Lord, thou hast increased the nation: thou art glorified: thou hadst removed
it far unto all the ends of the earth.  Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, they 
poured out a prayer when thy chastening was upon them.  Like as a woman with child,
that draweth near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs; so 
have we been in thy sight, O Lord.  We have been with child, we have been in pain, we 
have as it were brought forth wind; we have not wrought any deliverance in the earth;
neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen.  Thy dead men shall live, together 
with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew 
is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.  Come, my people, enter 
thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a 



Beautiful Words of Life-Exploring the themes contained in the Holy Bible 
http://beautifulwordblog.wordpress.com

little moment, until the indignation be overpast.  For, behold, the Lord cometh out of 
his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall 
disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.  Isaiah 26:1-21

Wait on thy God continually
The Lord hath also a controversy with Judah, and will punish Jacob according to his 
ways; according to his doings will he recompense him.  He took his brother by the heel
in the womb, and by his strength he had power with God:  Yea, he had power over the 
angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him: he found him in 
Bethel, and there he spake with us;  Even the Lord God of hosts; the Lord is his 
memorial.  Therefore turn thou to thy God: keep mercy and judgment and wait on thy
God continually.  Hosea 12:2-6

Hope and quietly wait
 I was a derision to all my people; and their song all the day.  He hath filled me with 
bitterness, he hath made me drunken with wormwood.  He hath also broken my teeth 
with gravel stones, he hath covered me with ashes.  And thou hast removed my soul far
off from peace: I forgat prosperity.  And I said, My strength and my hope is perished 
from the Lord:  Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the 
gall.  My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me.  This I recall to 
my mind, therefore have I hope.  It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not.  They are new every morning: great is thy 
faithfulness.  The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.  

The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him.  It is good 
that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord.  
Lamentations 3:14-26

Lighten mine eyes
How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face 
from me?  How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? 
how long shall mine enemy be exalted over me?  Consider and hear me, O Lord my 
God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death;  Lest mine enemy say, I have 
prevailed against him; and those that trouble me rejoice when I am moved.  But I have
trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation.  I will sing unto the Lord, 
because he hath dealt bountifully with me.  Psalm 13:1-6
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He will joy over thee with singing
Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city!  She obeyed not the voice;
she received not correction; she trusted not in the Lord; she drew not near to her 
God.  Her princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they 
gnaw not the bones till the morrow.  Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: 
her priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done violence to the law.  The 
just Lord is in the midst thereof; he will not do iniquity: every morning doth he bring 
his judgment to light, he faileth not; but the unjust knoweth no shame.  I have cut off 
the nations: their towers are desolate; I made their streets waste, that none passeth by:
their cities are destroyed, so that there is no man, that there is none inhabitant.  I said, 
Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruction; so their dwelling should not be 
cut off, howsoever I punished them: but they rose early, and corrupted all their 
doings.  Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the Lord, until the day that I rise up to the 
prey: for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the 
kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the 
earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.  For then will I turn to the people 
a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him with 
one consent.  From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of 
my dispersed, shall bring mine offering.  In that day shalt thou not be ashamed for all 
thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed against me: for then I will take away out of
the midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt no more be haughty 
because of my holy mountain.  I will also leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and 
poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord.  The remnant of Israel shall 
not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their 
mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make them afraid.  Sing, O 
daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of
Jerusalem.  The Lord hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: 
the king of Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any 
more.  In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not 
thine hands be slack.  The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he
will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with 
singing.  I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, who are of 
thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.  Behold, at that time I will undo all that
afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I 
will get them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame.  At 
that time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: for I will make you
a name and a praise among all people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity 
before your eyes, saith the Lord.  Zephaniah 3:1-20
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I waited patiently for the Lord
I waited patiently for the Lord; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry.  He 
brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a 
rock, and established my goings.  And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even 
praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lord.  Blessed is
that man that maketh the Lord his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as 
turn aside to lies.  Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast 
done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order 
unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered. 

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt 
offering and sin offering hast thou not required.  Then said I, Lo, I come: in the 
volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law 
is within my heart.  I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have
not refrained my lips, O Lord, thou knowest.  I have not hid thy righteousness within 
my heart; I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy 
lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congregation.  Withhold not thou thy 
tender mercies from me, O Lord: let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually 
preserve me.  For innumerable evils have compassed me about: mine iniquities have 
taken hold upon me, so that I am not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of 
mine head: therefore my heart faileth me.  Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me: O Lord, 
make haste to help me.  Psalm 40:1-13

He shall save thee
Say not thou, I will recompense evil; but wait on the Lord, and he shall save thee.  
Proverbs 20:22

The Lord shall be a light unto me
Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered the summer fruits, as the 
grapegleanings of the vintage: there is no cluster to eat: my soul desired the firstripe 
fruit.  The good man is perished out of the earth: and there is none upright among 
men: they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his brother with a net.  That 
they may do evil with both hands earnestly, the prince asketh, and the judge asketh 
for a reward; and the great man, he uttereth his mischievous desire: so they wrap it 
up.  The best of them is as a brier: the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge: the 
day of thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh; now shall be their perplexity.  Trust ye
not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her
that lieth in thy bosom.  For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth up 
against her mother, the daughter in law against her mother in law; a man’s enemies 
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are the men of his own house.  Therefore I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the 
God of my salvation: my God will hear me.  Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: 
when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.  I 
will bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned against him, until he 
plead my cause, and execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the light, and 
I shall behold his righteousness.  Then she that is mine enemy shall see it, and shame 
shall cover her which said unto me, Where is the Lord thy God? mine eyes shall 
behold her: now shall she be trodden down as the mire of the streets.  In the day that 
thy walls are to be built, in that day shall the decree be far removed.  In that day also 
he shall come even to thee from Assyria, and from the fortified cities, and from the 
fortress even to the river, and from sea to sea, and from mountain to mountain.  

Notwithstanding the land shall be desolate because of them that dwell therein, for the 
fruit of their doings.  Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine heritage, which 
dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of Carmel: let them feed in Bashan and 
Gilead, as in the days of old.  According to the days of thy coming out of the land of 
Egypt will I shew unto him marvellous things.  The nations shall see and be 
confounded at all their might: they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their ears 
shall be deaf.  They shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall move out of their holes 
like worms of the earth: they shall be afraid of the Lord our God, and shall fear 
because of thee.  Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by 
the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, 
because he delighteth in mercy.  He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; 
he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the 
sea.  Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou 
hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.  Micah 7:1-20

The coming of the Lord draweth nigh
 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he 
receive the early and latter rain.  Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh.  James 5:7-8

They waited not for his counsel
We have sinned with our fathers, we have committed iniquity, we have done wickedly. 

Our fathers understood not thy wonders in Egypt; they remembered not the 
multitude of thy mercies; but provoked him at the sea, even at the Red sea.  

Nevertheless he saved them for his name’s sake, that he might make his mighty power 
to be known.  He rebuked the Red sea also, and it was dried up: so he led them 
through the depths, as through the wilderness.  And he saved them from the hand of 
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him that hated them, and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy.  And the waters
covered their enemies: there was not one of them left.  Then believed they his words; 
they sang his praise.  They soon forgat his works; they waited not for his counsel:  But 
lusted exceedingly in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert.  And he gave 
them their request; but sent leanness into their soul.  They envied Moses also in the 
camp, and Aaron the saint of the Lord.  The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan 
and covered the company of Abiram.  And a fire was kindled in their company; the 
flame burned up the wicked.  They made a calf in Horeb, and worshipped the molten 
image.  Thus they changed their glory into the similitude of an ox that eateth grass.  

They forgat God their saviour, which had done great things in Egypt;  Wondrous 
works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red sea.  Therefore he said that 
he would destroy them, had not Moses his chosen stood before him in the breach, to 
turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy them.  Yea, they despised the pleasant 
land, they believed not his word:  But murmured in their tents, and hearkened not 
unto the voice of the Lord.  Therefore he lifted up his hand against them, to overthrow
them in the wilderness:  To overthrow their seed also among the nations, and to scatter
them in the lands.  They joined themselves also unto Baalpeor, and ate the sacrifices of
the dead.  Thus they provoked him to anger with their inventions: and the plague 
brake in upon them.  Then stood up Phinehas, and executed judgment: and so the 
plague was stayed.  And that was counted unto him for righteousness unto all 
generations for evermore.  They angered him also at the waters of strife, so that it 
went ill with Moses for their sakes:  Because they provoked his spirit, so that he spake 
unadvisedly with his lips.  They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom 
the Lord commanded them:  But were mingled among the heathen, and learned their 
works.  And they served their idols: which were a snare unto them.  Yea, they 
sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils, And shed innocent blood, even 
the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of 
Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood.  Thus were they defiled with their own 
works, and went a whoring with their own inventions.  Therefore was the wrath of 
the Lord kindled against his people, insomuch that he abhorred his own inheritance.  

And he gave them into the hand of the heathen; and they that hated them ruled over 
them.  Their enemies also oppressed them, and they were brought into subjection 
under their hand.  Many times did he deliver them; but they provoked him with their 
counsel, and were brought low for their iniquity.  Nevertheless he regarded their 
affliction, when he heard their cry:  And he remembered for them his covenant, and 
repented according to the multitude of his mercies.  He made them also to be pitied of 
all those that carried them captives.  Save us, O Lord our God, and gather us from 
among the heathen, to give thanks unto thy holy name, and to triumph in thy praise.  

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: and let all the 
people say, Amen. Praise ye the Lord.  Psalm 106:6-48
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He will fulfil the desire
The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou givest them their meat in due season.  Thou 
openest thine hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing.  The Lord is 
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.  The Lord is nigh unto all them that
call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth.  He will fulfil the desire of them that 
fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will save them.  The Lord preserveth all them
that love him: but all the wicked will he destroy.  My mouth shall speak the praise of 
the Lord: and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.  Psalm 145:15-21

Go again seven times
 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the 
prophet came near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be 
known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have 
done all these things at thy word.  Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may 
know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.  

Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and 
the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.  And when all 
the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he is the God; 
the Lord, he is the God.  And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not 
one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook 
Kishon, and slew them there.  And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; 
for there is a sound of abundance of rain.  So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And 
Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put
his face between his knees, And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. 
And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven 
times.  And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a 
little cloud out of the sea, like a man’s hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, 
Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down that the rain stop thee not.  And it came to pass
in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a 
great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel.  And the hand of the Lord was on 
Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.  1 
Kings 18:36-46

Waiting for the moving of the water
Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew 
tongue Bethesda, having five porches.  In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, 
of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water.  For an angel went down 
at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after 
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the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.  

And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.  When 
Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith 
unto him, Wilt thou be made whole?  The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no 
man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, 
another steppeth down before me.  Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and 
walk.  And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: 
and on the same day was the sabbath.  John 5:2-9

The great day of the Lord is near
Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord God: for the day of the Lord is at hand: for
the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests.  And it shall come to pass in
the day of the Lord’s sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and the king’s children, 
and all such as are clothed with strange apparel.  In the same day also will I punish all 
those that leap on the threshold, which fill their masters’ houses with violence and 
deceit.  And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord, that there shall be the 
noise of a cry from the fish gate, and an howling from the second, and a great crashing
from the hills.  Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktesh, for all the merchant people are cut 
down; all they that bear silver are cut off.  And it shall come to pass at that time, that I
will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees: 
that say in their heart, The Lord will not do good, neither will he do evil.  Therefore 
their goods shall become a booty, and their houses a desolation: they shall also build 
houses, but not inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine 
thereof.  The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the 
voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly.  That day is a day
of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of 
darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, A day of the trumpet 
and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.  And I will bring 
distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned 
against the Lord: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the 
dung.  Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of 
the Lord’s wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for 
he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land.  Zephaniah 
1:7-18

How long, O Lord
And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that 
were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:  And they cried
with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
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avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?  And white robes were given unto 
every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little 
season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they 
were, should be fulfilled.  And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, 
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the 
moon became as blood;  And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree 
casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.  And the heaven 
departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were 
moved out of their places.  And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free 
man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;  And said to the 
mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:  For the great day of his wrath is come; and 
who shall be able to stand?  Revelation 6:9-17

The earnest expectation of the creature
 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  For ye have not
received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God:  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together.  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  For the earnest expectation of 
the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.  For the creature was 
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the 
same in hope, Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  For we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.  And not only they, 
but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.  For we 
are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth 
he yet hope for?  But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for 
it.  Romans 8:14-25

Let me not be ashamed
Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.  O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be 
ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me.  Yea, let none that wait on thee be 
ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without cause.  Shew me thy ways, 
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O Lord; teach me thy paths.  Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God
of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.  Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies 
and thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been ever of old.  Remember not the sins of 
my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy 
goodness’ sake, O Lord.  Good and upright is the Lord: therefore will he teach sinners 
in the way.  The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.  

All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his 
testimonies.  For thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great.  What 
man is he that feareth the Lord? him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose.  

His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth.  The secret of 
the Lord is with them that fear him; and he will shew them his covenant.  Mine eyes 
are ever toward the Lord; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.  Turn thee unto me,
and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted.  The troubles of my heart 
are enlarged: O bring thou me out of my distresses.  Look upon mine affliction and my
pain; and forgive all my sins.  Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they 
hate me with cruel hatred.  O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; 
for I put my trust in thee.  Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on 
thee.  Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.  Psalm 25:1-22

What he hath prepared
Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the 
mountains might flow down at thy presence, As when the melting fire burneth, the fire
causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the 
nations may tremble at thy presence!  When thou didst terrible things which we 
looked not for, thou camest down, the mountains flowed down at thy presence.  For 
since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither
hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for 
him.  Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those that 
remember thee in thy ways: behold, thou art wroth; for we have sinned: in those is 
continuance, and we shall be saved.  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like 
the wind, have taken us away.  And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that 
stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast 
consumed us, because of our iniquities.  But now, O Lord, thou art our father; we are 
the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.  Be not wroth very 
sore, O Lord, neither remember iniquity for ever: behold, see, we beseech thee, we are
all thy people.  Thy holy cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a 
desolation.  Our holy and our beautiful house, where our fathers praised thee, is 
burned up with fire: and all our pleasant things are laid waste.  Wilt thou refrain 
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thyself for these things, O Lord? wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict us very sore?  
Isaiah 64:1-12

While the bridegroom tarried
Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took 
their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.  And five of them were
wise, and five were foolish.  They that were foolish took their lamps, and 
took no oil with them:  But the wise took oil in their vessels with their 
lamps.  While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.  And at
midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out 
to meet him.  Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.  And 
the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone 
out.  But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us 
and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.  And 
while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready 
went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.  Afterward came 
also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.  But he answered and
said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.  Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.  Matthew 
25:1-13
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