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To Understand The Mass ... To Follow Your Missal Intelligently ... Read
YOUR MASS VISIBLE
BY THE REVEREND WILLIAM G. KESSLER , M.A.

TABLE OF CONTENTS
( 1) 80 Intimate Photographic Reproductions of the Holy Mass .
( 2 ) 80 Paragraphs of Explanation .
( 3) The Common Prayers read at Mass (or resumes ) .
( 4 ) The Proper Prayers for the Feast of Corpus Christi .
( 5 ) The Mass for the Dead , with the Final Absolution Prayers .

NOTE : The pictures and explanations of the Holy Mass follow the letter and spirit of the
rubrics of the liturgy of the Roman Catholic Church.

FOREWORD
“ Are you a man of vision ?” Such is the challenging question of the

New York Better Vision Institute . Because an estimated 50,000,000 Ameri .
cans do not see like human beings , optical scientists are now trying to ac
quaint the general public with reliable means for “ preserving and improv
ing your priceless eyes , the only pair you will ever have ; just one pair to a
lifetime . ” Yes , Vision is our greatest sense . It brings us 80% of our knowl
edge . It shows us form , brightness , color and motion .
I well recall answer of a blind man to my question , “ If your eye

sight were restored , what would you like to see ?” “ Father , I would like to
see the Mass made visible .” His words remind us of the longest account
given to any miracle of Jesus , the cure of the young man born blind ( John
IX -1) . "Falling down , he worshipped Him ." During the first Sacrifice of
the Mass on Calvary , the skies reflected the blindness of men and then
“ low visibility .” “ There was darkness over the whole land until the ninth
hour ” (Luke XXIII -44 ) . In his photographic and explanatory Album of
our daily , world -wide Passion Play , Father Kessler , combining both priest
ly zeal and visual skill , portrays better vision at its best in the " form ,
brightness , color and motion ” of the Eternal Drama in which all baptized
Christians and ordained priests must “ actively participate ” (Pope Pius
X ) . In union with our eye -witnessing Mother Mary on every page he
pleads , “attend and see !” We shall be better prepared for the Beatific
Vision of our High Priest through “ Your Mass Visible ."

(Rev. ) JOSEPII F. STEDMAN , Monastery of the Precious Blood ,
Brooklyn , New York .
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EDITOR'S NOTE :
The new “ Your Mass Visible " has been published to satisfy an urgent

need in the study of the Holy Mass . Through its use you actually see the
priest offer the Holy Sacrifice step by step as though you stood by his side .
Although this booklet may be and should be used at the Divine Sacrifice as
an aid to understand the Mass and the Missal , we urge that your Missal be
your regular companion .
We recommend the newest edition of Father Stedman's “My Sunday

Missal .” References to this Missal appear in “ Your Mass Visible ” and are
designated with the letters – M. S. M.
I most humbly acknowledge with thanks the help , suggestions and

kindly criticism of those who were interested in my work : His Excellency ,
The Most Rev. F. J. Beckman , S.T.D. , The Rev. J. F. Stedman , The Rev.
Roger Schoenbechler , O.S.B. , The Rev. Peter Friedman and especially my
brother , The Rev. John N. Kessler , Celebrant in the photographic studies
of the Mass action ; and I am grateful to my personal staff under the super
vision of my assistant , Mr. Arnold J. Middendorf . W. G. K.

NIHIL OBSTAT : T. Conry, P.A. , LL.D. , V.G. , Censor Librorum .
IMPRIMATUR : Francis J. Beckman, S.T.D., Archbishop of Dubuque, 1942.

“ YOUR MASS VISIBLE , ” Copyright 1942by The Rev. W. G. Kessler. All Rights Reserved.
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" FAITH ” BY MORETTO DA BRESCIA

This beautiful work by da Brescia , a 16th century Italian inas
ter , is symbolic of the Holy Sacrifice . The cross indicates the
Bloody Sacrifice on Calvary for the Redemption of Mankind . The
Host and the Chalice symbolize the Eternal Sacrifice which is
offered during the Holy Mass by the Priest for the salvation of
the Faithful .

1
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In the early Christian Church , those preparing themselves for
admittance into the Church were known a

s

Catechumens , and
could attend only the Masses o

f

the Catechumens . These “un
baptized ” Faithful were not accorded the same privileges a

s bap

tized Christians at service — they were permitted to remain only

until the Offertory , the beginning o
f

the Mass o
f

the Faithful .

1 ALLVIE
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THE ALTAR

In the Catholic Church , the first object which attracts the eye
of the individual is the altar . The basic part of any religion is
sacrifice and in the Catholic Church the greatest act of worship is
the Sacrifice of the Holy Mass . We are directed by our liturgy to
construct our altars of stone . How beautiful is this throne of
Christ the King if the following liturgical prescriptions are
followed !

Imbedded in the stone altar top or Mensa is a little reliquary
in which the partial remains of a Christian martyr are preserved .
A cross is engraved in the center and on the four corners of the
Mensa to recall the five wounds of Christ's Body . Since the altar
is the place of sacrifice , where , after consecration of the Holy Mass
the Consecrated Species become the Body and Blood of our Lord ,
Jesus Christ , the altar must be consecrated during a special cere
mony by the bishop of the diocese . The altar is surmounted with
a canopy (baldachin ) because it is the throne of the King of kings .

2
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THE ALTAR PREPARED FOR HOLY MASS
The altar, prepared for Holy Mass , is covered with three white

linen coverings as a protection for the Consecrated Species . The
altar also has a frontal cloth (antependium ) which is to be ( ordi
narily ) the color for the day or feast . This is demanded by litur .
gical tradition and rubrics . There must be a crucifix on or hung
above the altar behind the tabernacle to recall the Sacrifice on
Calvary . The tabernacle , that is the vault -like portion in the cen
ter of the altar table , is the repository for the Blessed Sacrament .
The tabernacle is covered with a veil (color for the day or feast ) .
It is richly ornamental , the inside is draped beautifully to afford
a suitable throne for Christ our King . To the right on the altar is
the Mass book called “ The Missal .” The Missal used by the Priest
at Holy Mass is in Latin , the universal language of the Roman
Catholic Church . This book contains not only the common prayers
said daily but the seasonal and feast day prayers for the entire
year . The three Altar Cards contain some of the common prayers
from the Missal recited by the Priest daily at the Holy Mass .
Two candles are used for a Low Mass and six are lighted for a
High Mass . These candles are made of beeswax .

3 ILI
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THE PRIEST IN THE SACRISTY
When the Priest enters the sacristy the order of the day is

studied by him in a little booklet called “ The Ordo .” You will ob
serve the vestments on the vestment case with the veiled Chalice .
The articles covered by the veil are the Chalice , the Purificator ,
the Paten , the unconsecrated Host and the Pall . The Burse is
placed on top of the veil -covered Chalice . The Chalice and Paten
are made of gold or silver because only the most precious metals
should contact the Sacred Species . These must be consecrated by
the bishop and ordinarily can be touched only by the Priest . The
Mass is a repetition of the Last Supper , and the Chalice and the
Paten are representative of the cup and the dish used by our Lord
at the Last Supper . The Paten is the repository for the Host at
the Offertory (and from after the prayer “Libera ” [Embolism ] to
the Communion of the Priest ). The Chalice contains the wine . The
Purificator , an oblong piece of white linen , is used to purify the
Chalice and dry the Priest's fingers after the second ablution . You
will observe in your study of the Offertory that the Celebrant per
forms this action of purification . The Pall is a square piece of
(heavily ) starched linen which is used to cover the Chalice .

4
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THE PRIEST PUTS ON THE AMICE

Before vesting , the Priest purifies his fingers saying :

“Give virtue , O Lord , unto my hands that every stain may
be wiped away , that I may be enabled to serve Thee without
defilement of mind or body."

Then the Priest puts on the Amice . The Amice is a small rec
tangular linen cloth with two strings attached to fasten it . The
word has its derivation from the Latin and means “ to wrap
around .” It is used as a protection for the vestments and before
being placed on his shoulders the Celebrant kisses the small cross
in the middle top of the Amice , then touches his head with it form
ing a helmet . This act is symbolic of protection against the pow
ers of Satan . As he puts on the Amice , he says ,

" Place, O Lord , the helmet of salvation upon my head
that I may overcome the assaults of the devil .”

5 CIZI:
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THE PRIEST PUTS ON THE ALB

The Alb is a long white linen garment with full length sleeves .
In some instances the Alb is adorned with lace . The word itself
means " white " (garment ) . The Priest quietly recites this prayer ,

“ Cleanse me , O Lord , and purify my heart , that being
made white in the blood of the Lamb I may have the fruition
of everlasting joy."

6
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THE PRIEST PUTS ON THE CINCTURE

Since the Alb is a loose garment the Priest places the Cincture
about his waist to secure it . This word also has a Latin derivation
meaning “ to gird ". The significance of this sacramental is morti
fication of the flesh and its vices . It is the symbol of sacredotal
chastity . The Priest says ,

“Gird me , O Lord , with the girdle of purity and extin .
guish in my loins the desires of lust so that the virtue of
continence and chastity may ever abide within me.”

H.ZIP
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THE PRIEST PUTS ON THE MANIPLE

The Maniple is the vestment placed on the left arm of the Cele
brant . It is about a yard long and from four to six inches wide ,
Originally it was a handkerchief carried in the left hand for use
during the service . It reminds us also that on earth our life is
one of tears and sorrow . The Priest takes the Maniple , kisses it ,
places it on the left arm saying ,

“May I be worthy , O Lord , so to bear the Maniple of tears
and sorrow ; that with joy I may receive the reward of my
labor . "

8
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THE PRIEST PUTS ON THE STOLE

The Stole is the sign of the office of the Priest . It is a long

s !ender band usually richly decorated with embroidery or gold . It
is placed over the shoulders of the Celebrant , crosses upon his
breast and secured on either side by the Cincture . The name is
derived from the Latin “ Stola ” which was the distinctive garment
of the nobility . The Priest first kisses the cross in the center of
the Stole and places it on his shoulders saying ,

“ Restore to me , O Lord , the Stole of immortality which I
lost by the transgression of the first parent : and although
unworthy , as I draw near to Thy sacred mystery , may I be
found worthy of everlasting joy ."

9 ILLUIS )
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THE PRIEST PUTS ON THE CHASUBLE

The Chasuble takes its name from the Latin “ Casula ” ( little
house ) . The Chasuble used in the illustrations is the Roman and
accepted Chasuble . It varies in color according to the feast as
do the Maniple and the Stole . The violet vestment indicates a
sign of penance , the white of joy , red of love , green of hope , a d
black of sorrow . This vestment is also significant of charity and
as the Priest places this garment over his head he says :

" O Lord Who hast said : 'My yoke is easy and My burden
is ght make me able to bear it , that I may obtain Thy
favor. Amen ."

10.
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THE PRIEST IS PREPARED FOR HOLY MASS

At Holy Mass , the Priest is another Christ . When the Cele
brant begins Holy Mass , picture our dear Lord in the Garden of
Olives . He is suffering for our sins ; He asks His Father to take
away the chalice of pain , but He only suffers the inore . His
sweat becomes blood and trickles to the ground . Yet He said :

“ Father , not My will but Thine be done ."

1.

Raise your hearts in pity for your Saviour , Who suffered so for
you . Be sorry for your sins and . pray with the Priest , raisingLicrary u .your hearts to God .

UNION THEOLOGICAL wwwnnwand
New York

11
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THE CELEBRANT ENTERS THE SANCTUARY

The Priest is vested completely and proceeds to the foot of the
altar . You will observe the headdress worn by the Priest . It is
called the Biretta . He is robed in his sacred vestments and is ac
companied by the acolyte . In his left hand he carries the Chalice
covered with the veil ; his right hand resting upon the Burse con
taining the Corporal . He proceeds to the center of the altar , genu
flects and ascends the steps .

You will say the following prayer in preparation for Holy Mass :

“ O Jesus , because Thou art merciful , I hope in Thee ; I
hope to obtain pardon of my sins , grace to serve Thee in this
life and never more to offend Thee ! O dear Jesus , I firmly
believe that Thou art really and truly present in the most
Holy Sacrament of the Altar . I believe that here is Thy most
sacred Body and Blood under the humble appearance of
bread and wine ."

12
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THE PRIEST ASCENDS TO THE ALTAR

Upon arriving at the foot of the altar the Celebrant removes
his Biretta , giving it to the server . He then genuflects in rever .
ence to the Blessed Sacrament , or bows reverently to the crucifix
if the Blessed Sacrament is not present in the tabernacle . He
then ascends the steps to the altar. If you have prepared your
Missal , you may recite the following prayer requesting God's help

to guide you and strengthen your zeal and devotion .

“We approach Thy holy altar , o God Almighty , the Joy of
our youth , our Protector , our Father . To Thee we fly for
protection against the enemy of our souls ."

LLI
13
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THE PRIEST PLACES THE CHALICE

Upon reaching the top platform and approaching the altar table
(Mensa ) the Priest places the Chalice to the left of the center .
He removes the Burse containing the Corporal , from the top of
the veil -covered Chalice . He opens the Burse and removes the
Corporal . He unfolds the Corporal and places it immediately
over the reliquary and in front of the tabernacle . He places the
Chalice on this Corporal , bows reverently and goes to the right
side or the Epistle side of the altar to open and prepare the
Missal .

As the Priest does this , let us join quietly and silently in the
following prayer :

“ Omy God, I love Thee above all things with my whole
heart and soul , because Thou art infinitely worthy of my
love . I love my neighbor as myself , for the love of Thee ; I
forgive all who have injured me and ask pardon of all whom
I have injured . "

14



YOUR MASS VISIBLE

|| |

THE CELEBRANT PREPARES THE MISSAL

The Roman Missal is the liturgical book (of the Roman Rite )
for the Holy Mass . It contains all the ordinary and special direc
tions for the Celebrant in the completion of this ceremony as well
as the common and special prayers to be read at the Holy Sacri
fice . If your Missal is prepared or if you are using this booklet
for Holy Mass , recite the following prayer for your edification :

“We beseech Thee , through the unbloody sacrifice of Thy

Son Jesus Christ who died , to redeem us . Give us Thy grace
that we may devoutly assist at this Holy Sacrifice , and let us
partake of the merits of our Saviour . Amen ."

CLAI

15
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THE MISSAL PREPARED

After the Priest has opened the book he inds the Mass for the
Day . The Holy Mass which we have chosen for our study is the
Mass of Corpus Christi . He also finds the Preface said at the Mass
which in this case is the Preface of the Nativity .

The proper prayers of the Mass for the Dead also are included .
The common prayers remain the same unless other directions are
given .

16
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THE PRAYERS AT THE FOOT OF THE ALTAR

The Priest standing at the foot of the altar makes the sign of
the cross and says : " I will go unto the altar of God ” and the
server answers . " To God Who giveth Joy to my Youth .” Then fol.
lows Psalm 42, verses one to five. (This psa'm is omitted in Masses
for the Dead . ) [P. Words of Priest . R. Responses .]

P. " Judge me, 0, God , and distinguish my cause from the nation
that is not holy , deliver me from the unjust and deceitful man .”
R. “ For Thou , God , art my strength . Why hast Thou cast me off
and why do I go sorrowful , whilst the enemy afflicteth me ?" P.
“ Send forth Thy light and Thy truth . They have conducted me , and
brought me unto Thy Holy Hill , and into Thy Tabernacles . " R.
" And I will go unto the altar of God , to God , who giveth joy to
my youth .” P. “ To Thee , O God , my God , I will give praise upon
the harp . Why art thou sad , O my soul , and why dost Thou disquiet
me?” R. “Hope in God , for I will still give praise to Him , the
salvation of my countenance and my God ...

(Rofer M.S.M. Ordinary of the Mass)

17 CALIST
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THE CONFITEOR

You will observe that the Celebrant is inclined reverently for
ward saying the following :

“ I confess to Almighty God , to the Blessed Mary ever Vir
gin , to blessed Michael the Archangel , to blessed John the
Baptist , to the Apostles Peter and Paul , to all the saints , and
to you , brethren , that I have sinned exceedingly in thought ,
word and deed ."

You should recite the Confiteor , for it is at this time that the
Priest and the people confess their unworthiness and indicate by
a profound bow their guilt of sin , and striking their breast say ,

“ Through my fault , through my fault , through my most
grievous fault ."

The Priest asks God for the forgiveness of his own sins and
the sins of all present who may be guilty of sin .

18
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THE INTROIT

The Priest ascends the steps to the altar . After reaching the
altar he kisses it reverently in respect to Christ our Lord and to
the relics contained there . He proceeds to the Missal and reads
the Introit . The Priest commences the following prayers with the
sign of the cross :

“He fed them with the fat of wheat , alleluia ; and filled
them with honey out of the rock , alleluia , alleluia , alleluia ."
Ps . “Rejoice to God our helper ; sing aloud to the God of
Jacob . Glory ..."
In Masses for the Dead he says , “Eternal rest give to them , O
Lord ; and let perpetual light shine upon them .” Ps . 64— " A hymn ,
O God , becometh thee in Sion ; and a vow shall be paid to thee in
Jerusalem : hear my prayer ; -all flesh shall come to thee ."

19 PRAUSLI
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THE KYRIE AND THE GLORIA

Upon the completion of the Introit the Priest returns to the
center of the altar and here he recalls the words of the lepers
who had faith in God's curing powers when he recites three times ,
alternately with the server , the prayer , the Kyrie :

“ Lord, have mercy on us ! Christ , have mercy on us !
Lord , have mercy on us .'"

Upon the completion of this prayer he recites the Gloria wbich
begins with the beautiful hymn of praise first chanted by the
angels on Christmas Night when our Lord was born in the stable
at Bethlehem .

"Glory be to God in the highest and on earth peace to
men of good will ."
The Priest raises his arms and hands reverently towards hea

ven during this prayer as a sign of joy . The Gloria is omitted in
Masses for the Dead .

20
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THE PRIEST KISSES THE ALTAR

After the Gloria the Priest kisses the altar table in reverence
for our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament and for the relics pre
served there . At this ceremony he places both hands (palms

down ) upon the altar beyond the Corporal .

21
ULU12 )
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THE PRIEST KISSING THE ALTAR

The altar is kissed by the Celebrant many times during the
course of the Mass . The altar is honored in this way because it
is the throne of the living Christ ; because it is where Christ is re
born again and again to the Faithful at the Consecration of the
Divine Sacrifice ; and because it enshrines the relics of some saint .

We recommend this short ejaculation when the Priest kisses
the altar :

“ I bow down before Thee in this Great Sacrament of Thy

love and adore Thee as my Lord and my God , my Redeemer
and Saviour . We adore Thy real presence in the Sacrament
of Thy love . Confirm my faith , oh Jesus . "

22
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" THE LORD BE WITH YOU ”
( The Dominus Vobiscum )

" The Lord be with you " is the prayer which the Celebrant says

at this time . The server who represents the Faithful replies ,

" And with thy spirit .”

In this action the Priest encourages the congregation to take an
active part with him in the Holy Sacrifice . This prayer is repeated
eight times during the Mass . The Priest faces the congregation
as you observe , his hands are opened to the width of his shoulders

(breast high ) and then joined again .

23
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THE PRAYER
After having invited the people to join with him in prayer he

prays aloud commencing with ,

" O God , who in this wonderful Sacrament has left us a
memorial of Thy Passion : grant , we beseech Thee , so to
venerate the sacred mysteries of Thy Body and Blood , that
we may ever feel within us the fruit of Thy Redemption ...
Amen ."

You will observe that during this prayer the Celebrant keeps
his hands apart and elevated in supplication and penance to sym
bolize the unity of prayer of his congregation . This part of the
Mass is called the Collects because the people have joined collec
tively with the Priest in asking God for the spiritual faith needed .

(Refer to Feast or Sunday in M.S.M. for proper prayers)

In Masses for the Dead , he says , “ OGod , the Creator and
redeemer of all the Faithful , grant to the souls of Thy ser
vants and handmaids departed the remission of all their
sins ; that through pious supplications they may obtain the
pardon which they have always desired ... Amen ."

24



YOUR MASS VISIBLE

W
A
N
N
E
S

THE EPISTLE

In the first years of the Christian Era St. Paul and some of the
Apostles often wrote letters (Epistles ) to their Disciples in other
communities instructing them in the Faith . One of these letters

is read a
t

Mass every day o
f

the year a
s

a
n instruction to the

Faithful . At the conclusion o
f

the Epistle the server says ,

“ Deo Gratias . ” ( “ Thanks b
e

to God . ” )

It will be noticed that the Priest places his hands ' (palms down )

on the edges o
f

the Missal as he reads the Epistle . This signifies
that we should be doers o
f

the Word and not hearers only .

25
PRAIS



YOUR MASS VISIBLE

AW

TIL |

А.

THE SERVER TRANSFERS THE MISSAL TO THE
GOSPEL SIDE

The server renoves the book from the Epistle to the Gospel
side of the altar . This act is completed by the server as the Priest
proceeds to the center of the altar . Changing the book symbolizes
the fact that the Jews did not accept the teaching of Christ as
they should have , so both He and His Apostles preached to the
Gentiles .

Let us pray ,

" Omy God , to Thee I offer up all my thoughts , words and
actions . May they all be done to Thy honor ."

“ I bow down before Thee in this great Sacrament of Thy
love and adore Thee as my Lord and my God , my Redeemer
and Saviour . "

26
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THE MUNDA COR MEUM

When the Celebra'nt reaches the center of the altar , he looks
up at the crucifix for a moment and then bows low (hands folded
but not touching altar ) saying silently :

“Cleanse my heart and my lips , 0 Almighty God , Who
didst cleanse with a burning coal the lips of the Prophet
Isaias , and vouchsafe in Thy loving kindness , so to purify
me that I may be enabled worthily to announce Thy Holy
Gospel , through Christ our Lord . Amen .

“ Vouchsafe , O Lord , to bless me . The Lord be in my
heart and on my lips , that I may worthily and becomingly
announce His Gospel . Amen . "

ume
27
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THE GOSPEL

The Priest having prayed that God should make him worthy
goes to the left side of the altar . Standing erect and with hands
folded , the Priest is turned partly to the altar and turned partly
to the people as he says in a loud voice , “Dominus Vobiscum "
( “ The Lord be with you " ) and the server answers in Latin “And
with thy spirit .” He begins by making the sign of the cross (with
the thumb of his right hand , palm down ) on the book and then on
his forehead ( that he may know the word of God ) and then on his
his lips (that he may speak the word of God ) and then on his
breast (that he may love and cherish the word of God ) .

We must stand to hear the word of the Gospel which is the
word of Jesus Christ Himself . We must sign ourselves as did the
Priest on the forehead , the lips and the breast . Upon the comple .
tion of the reading of the Gospel the Pțiest kisses the Gospel por :
tion of the Missal. The people through the server express their
devotion to our Lord by replying , “ Praise be to Thee , O Christ !"

28
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THE CREDO
On Sundays and on certain feast days of the year , immediately
after the Gospel the Priest returns to the center of the altar and
recites the Creed , a summary of our Faith . This Creed was made
the Universal Prayer of the Church at the Council of Nice , and
through the grace of God and the Treasury of Faith it has been
handed down through the centuries .
The Celebrant kneels during the recitation of the Creed when
he says , ( " Et incarnatus est , de Spiritu Sancto ex Maria Virgine :
et Homo factus est ." ), " And ” ( the Word ) “was made Flesh by the
Holy Ghost , of the Virgin Mary ; and was made Man ."

“ I believe in the Holy Ghost , the Lord and Giver of Life :
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son , Who , together
with the Father and son , is adored and glorified : Who spoke
through the prophets . And in One , Holy , Catholic and Apos
tolic Church , I confess one baptism for the remission of sins .
And I expect the resurrection of the dead . And life of the
world to come . Amen ."

( Not recited in Masses for the Dead .)

29
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THE MASS OF THE FAITHFUL NOW BEGINS

THE OFFERTORY

This is the first solemn principal part of the Holy Mass . (Mass
of the Faithful ) . The best gift we can offer God is a pure heart ,
humble and sorrowful , for having offended Him by our sins . Offer
your heart when the Priest offers the oblation of this Sacrifice .

The priest prays as follows :
“ The priests of the Lord offer incense and loaves to God ,

and therefore ihey shall be holy to their God , and shall not
defile His Name."

In Masses for the Dead . " O Lord Jesus Christ , King of
glory , deliver the souls of all the faithful departed from the
pains of hell and from the deep pit : deliver them from the
mouth of the lion , that hell may not swallow them up and
they may not fall into darkness . grant them , O Lord , to
pass from death to that life , which Thou didst promise of
old to Abraham . and to his seed . " .

30
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THE CHALICE IS PLACED TO THE RIGHT
OF THE CORPORAL

After the Celebrant has unveiled the Chalice and placed the
Pall , he prepares for offering the yet unconsecrated Host . The
Host , the large white particle of unleavened bread , can be ob
served on the Paten . At the Last Supper , Our Lord took unleav
ened bread and offered it to His Heavenly Father . [The smaller
particles (hosts ) which are to be used for the Communion of the
Faithful are put into the Ciborium and placed on the Corporal
back of the Chalice (to the Epistle side ) , to also await consecra
tion .]

31
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THE OFFERTORY OF THE HOST

From our study of the Last Supper we learn that our Lord
Jesus Christ took into His hands the unleavened bread which was
to be consumed with the Paschal Lamb and offered it to His Hea
venly Father . The unleavened bread of Divine Sacrifice , the Host ,
later in the Holy Mass becomes the Body and Blood of our Sav
iour , Jesus Christ . When the Priest prays at the Offertory , think
how Pilate showed Christ to the people all covered with sweat
and blood , saying to them ,

“Ecce Homo !” ( “ Behold the Man !" )

He says ,

“ Receive , O Holy Father , Almighty and Eternal God , this
spotless Host , which I, Thy unworthy servant , offer unto
Thee , my living and true God , for countless sins , offenses and
negligence , for all here present and for all faithful Chris
tians , whether living or dead , that it may be profitable for
my own and their salvation unto life everlasting . Amen . "
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THE SERVER ASSISTS THE PRIEST WITH
WATER AND WINE

-After the cymbal or the little bell has been rung — the server
goes to the middle of the altar, genuflects and proceeds to the
credence table . On this table has been placed wine and the water
in the little cruets . You observe to the right the little receptacle
for receiving the drops of water during the ablution , and also the
towel , which the Priest uses to wipe his fingers after they were
cleansed by the water . Directly in back of the little bowl can be
seen the gold Paten or dish -like tray which is used during the
Communion time for the Faithful as a protection against dese
cration of the Consecrated Species if they should fall during the
distribution of Holy Communion .
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THE PRIEST TAKES WINE

After purifying the Chalice the Priest goes to the right side of
the altar ( the Epistle side ) . Here he receives the cruet contain
ing the wine . The Purificator is held near the node or the little
knob on the Chalice as a protection against drops of wine falling
on the altar linens .
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THE BLESSING OF THE WATER

After pouring the wine into the Chalice , the Priest with a
blessing adds a few drops of water . When the wine and water are
mingled , they never can be separated from our Lord , Jesus Christ .
The Celebrant prays that by the mingling of water and wine we
may become partakers of Christ's Divinity .

" O God . Who so wonderfully didst give dignity to huinan
nature , and didst more wonderfully restore it , grant through
the mysteries of this water and wine we may partake of His
Divinity Who partook of our humanity . Jesus Christ. Thy
Son , our Lord Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in unity ,
with the Holy Ghost world without end . Amen ."

(The blessing of the water is omitted in Masses for the
Dead ..

1
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THE PRIEST REMOVES THE UNMIXED DROPS
OF WATER

The Celebrant is careful to remove all detached drops of water
from the inside of the cup of the Chalice “because they would re
-main unconsecrated , and it would be unbecoming to have them
within the Chalice after the Consecration . ” If he notices any un
mixed water drops , he either rotates the Chalice a little so as to
absorb the drops into the wine or he wipes them away as the
Priest is doing in our illustration .
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THE OFFERING OF THE CHALICE

Whien the Priest returns to the center of the altar he raises

the Chalice , offering it to our Lord and saying

“We offer Thee , O Lord , the Chalice of Salvation . With
it we offer our bodies , our souls , and all , whatever we are
and have . May it become a pleasing sacrifice before Thee .
Receive it , Father , graciously .”.
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THE PRIEST PLACES THE PALL ON THE CHALICE

After the Offertory , the Priest places the Chalice on the altar
after making the sign of the cross with it over the Corporal . Here
it rests until the time of Consecration . The Pall , as we noted be
fore , is the square linen card used to cover the Chalice as a pro
tection against any particles of extraneous matter falling into it .
The Priest then blesses both the wine and the water saying :

" In an humble spirit and a contrite heart may we be re
ceived by Thee , O Lord , and may our sacrifice so be offered
up in Thy sight this day that it may be pleasing to Thee , O
Lord God ."

" Come, Omnipotent Sanctifier , Eternal God ; and bless
this Sacrifice , prepared , in Thy Holy Name ."
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THE PRIEST PURIFIES HIS HANDS
( Lavabo )

In reverence and respect for our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament
the Priest again goes to the Epistle side of the altar and cleanses
his fingers . You should say the following prayer during this cere
mony :

" I will wash my hands among the innocent and I will
compass Thy altar , O Lord : that I may hear the voice of
praise and tell of Thy wondrous works . O Lord , I have loved
the beauty of Thy house , and the place where Thy glory
dwelleth ."

The washing of hands signifies purity and should encourage us
not only to purify our bodies but our souls when we approach the
Great Sacrifice of God's love . The story of the Last Supper im
presses us with the words of our Lord to Peter , " If I wash thee
not , thou shalt have no part with Me."
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THE ORATE FRATRES

Before turning towards the congregation , the Priest again
kisses the altar . Then turning , he opens his hands to the width
of his shoulders and rejoins them , saying in Latin :

“Brethren , pray that my sacrifice and yours may be 20
ceptable to God the Father Almighty .”

The server answers :

"May the Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands , to the
praise and glory of His Name , to our own benefit , and to that
of all His Holy Church . Amen ."

The prayer is self -explanatory . The Faithful are asked to unite
most actively with the Priest in the Divine Sacrifice . The Mass is
a co -offering of Priest and people . You should not merely hear
Mass , you must participate . The very words of the Mass prayer
above prove this— “My sacrifice and yours ."
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THE SANCTUS

After the “ Secret ,” or the prayer of special petition , the Priest
recites the Preface . This sacred dialogue can be traced in sub
stance to the third century and varies with the seasons and feasts .

The Sanctus is the conclusion of the Preface . At the Sanctus
the Priest folds his hands , not placing them on the altar , saying :

" Holy , Holy , Holy , Lord God of Hosts ; the heavens and
the earth are full of Thy Glory , Hosanna in the highest .
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord . Hosanna
in the highest ."

(Refer M.S.M. Feast or Sunday)

PRAISE
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THE BEGINNING OF THE CANON

The most solemn part of the Mass is now near . The Preface
leads to the Canon which may be translated as meaning “ the rule .”
It is used for this part of the Mass to show that the prayers said
during it never are changed . All is quiet . The Server makes no
responses . The Angels have come down from Heaven and are wait .
ing to adore their God when He comes to earth at the words of the
Priest . The Priest prays in a low voice . We now must pray in our
hearts with him . After the Preface is completed and just before
the Canon , the Mass server rings the cymbal or the bell three times .
You will observe that the Priest begins the Canon by bowing low .
He kisses the altar to show that he is united to Christ , Who is
about to offer Himself . The prayers which follow (Canon ) from
this point in the Mass to the (Agnus Dei ) Lamb of God Prayer
(Page 64 ) are the same also for Masses for the Dead .

(Refer M.S.M.— The Canon)
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" THE LAST SUPPER " BY LEONARDO DA VINCI

The greatest masterpiece in the world of art shows the institu
tion of the Eucharist by Jesus . Here we see the twelve gathered
around the table about to partake of the Body and Blood of Christ .

Today the Faithful at Mass will partake again of this Bread
of Life that they too may attain eternal salvation and happiness .
The Priest prays for all the members of the Church Militant
during this period of the Mass (Canon ) . He seeks the help and
intercession of those members of the Church who now reign tri
umphant in Heaven . In following your Missal you will observe
that the Priest commemorates many of the saints by name .
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THE PRIEST PLACES HIS HANDS OVER THE CHALICE
AND THE HOST

You will observe how the Celebrant offers up the unbloody
Sacrifice , not only for himself but for the Faithful present and
for the whole Church . Here he displays his power as mediator be
tween God and man . The solemn moment of Consecration is at
hand . The Celebrant continues with the following prayer :

“ Therefore , we beseech Thee , O Lord , graciously to re
ceive this oblation which we, Thy servants and the whole
family , offer up to Thee . Dispose our days in Your peace . "

You may recall from reading the Old Testament that it was
the custom of the Priest to place his hands over the articles or
subjects of sacrifice . By doing this he symbolizes the transference
of sins to the holocaust or sacrifice so that the sacrifice would be
a victim offered in penance for sin . In doing this he also indicates
that Christ Who was sacrificed on Calvary gave His life for our
sins .
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THE PRIEST BLESSES THE OBLATION

After the imposition of hands the Priest continues saying the
following prayer during which he , with the sign of the cross ,
blesses the oblation or the species of the Sacrifice five times . The
prayer is as follows :

"Which oblation do Thou , O God , vouchsafe in all things
to bless , sanction , approve , ratify , and make acceptable ; that
it may become for us the Body and Blood of Thy most be
loved Son , our Lord Jesus Christ ."
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THE PRIEST RECEIVES THE HOST

The Priest takes bread into his hands as our Lord did at the
Last Supper .

“Who the day before He suffered , took bread into His
Holy and venerable hands ..."
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THE PRIEST RAISES HIS EYES TO HEAVEN

We recall the Bible story of our Lord at the Last Supper lift
ing His eyes to heaven giving thanks to God , and then reverently
casting them down at the oblation again . During this action the
Priest says :

“ And having lifted His eyes to Heaven to Thee , God , His
Father Almighty ...

47 LASCI



YOUR MASS VISIBLE

THE PRIEST BLESSES THE HOST

You will observe how the Priest says the exact words of Conse
cration just as Jesus Christ spoke them at the Last Supper and
his actions are identical with those of our Lord .

"He blessed it , broke it , and gave it to His disciples , say .
ing : 'Take and eat ye all of this .' ”
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THE CONSECRATION OF THE HOST

" This Is My Body !”

At this moment the bread is changed into the Body of Jesus
Christ . The Priest kneels to adore Jesus Who really is present
in the Blessed Sacrament of the altar . You will observe that the

bell rings three times . The purpose of ringing the bell is a warn
ing to the people that the sacred moment has come .

(N.B. The ancient custom was to sounda trumpet at the time of execution of
one who had been condemned to death, to drown the cries of the sufferer. This
custom, no doubt, was followed at the Crucifixion of our Lord, the Supreme
Sacrifice. )
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THE GENUFLECTION

After the words of Consecration have been pronounced the
Priest genuflects in adoration of our Lord in the Blessed Sacra
ment .

The Divine mystery or miracle of transubstantiation has taken
place on the altar and although the host may seem to be bread as
before the Consecration it is now , through the power of Christ
vested in the Priest , the true and living Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ .

“ For This Is My Body ! ”
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THE ELEVATION OF THE HOST

After genuflection in adoration the Priest raises the Host so
that the faithful also may adore Jesus Christ , true God and true
Man , now visibly present on the altar . Look at the sacred Body
of Jesus and then say with all your heart :

" I adore Thee , O Sacred Body of Jesus Christ , Thou art
my Lord and my God : I believe in Thee , I hope in Thee , I
love Thee above all things ."
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THE CONSECRATION OF THE CHALICE

Like our Lord at the Last Supper , the Priest takes the Chalice
of wine into his hands , blesses it , saying :

“ This is the Chalice of My Blood of the New and Eternal
Testament , the Mystery of Faith , which shall be shed for you
and for many unto the remission of sins . As often as you
shall do these things , do them in remembrance of Me."
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THE ADORATION OF THE FAITHFUL

The wine has been changed into the true Body and Blood of
our Lord , Jesus Christ . The Priest is following the command of
our Lord to do these things in commemoration of Him . As you
have observed , the Priest has knelt to adore Jesus and holds up

the Chalice for the people to adore . Look at the Chalice and say
with all your heart ,

" I adore Thee , O Sacred Blood of Jesus Christ ; Thou art
the price of my salvation . Cleanse and preserve my soul to
life everlasting . "
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AFTER THE CONSECRATION
Jesus Christ Himself is with us on the altar . Let us tell Him

what we want and ask Him to love and help us . Jesus loves hearts
that forget themselves for others . You will notice since the Con
secration that the Priest is careful with the fingers which have
supported the Consecrated Host . In reverence to our Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament his index fingers and thumbs are kept together
as indicated in the picture until the washing of the hands after
the Communion .

He says the following prayer :
"Wherefore , O Lord , we , Thy servants , as also Thy holy

people , calling to mind the blessed Passion of the same
Christ , Thy Son , our Lord , His Resurrection from the grave ,
and His glorious ascension into heaven , offer up to Thy most
excellent Majesty , of Thine own gifts bestowed upon us , a
Victim that is pure , a Victim that is holy , a Victim that is
stainless , the Holy Bread of Life Everlasting and the Chalice
of Eternal salvation ."
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THE PRIEST KISSES THE ALTAR

At this time the Priest shows his reverence for the saints and
for the Blessed Sacrament by again kissing the altar . Immediate
ly after kissing the altar he makes the sign of the cross over the
Consecrated Species saying :

“We humbly beseech Thee , Almighty God , let these offer
ings be carried by the hands of Thy holy angel to Thine
Altar on high , in the presence of Thy Divine Majesty , that
as many of us , as shall receive the most Sacred + Body and
+ Blood of Thy Son , by partaking thereof from this altar,
may be filled with every heavenly blessing and grace , through
the same Christ our Lord . Amen ."
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THE PRIEST AND PARISHIONERS ACKNOWLEDGE
THEIR SINS

The Priest strikes his breast as a sign of contrition and com
mences the action with a prayer for the Church Militant which
is as follows :

"And to us sinners also Thy servants , hoping in the mul
titude of Thy mercies , vouchsafe to grant some part and
fellowship with Thy holy Apostles and Martyrs : with John ,
Stephen , Mathias . . . Into their company admit us , we be
seech Thee , not weighing ir merit but freely ard ning

us our offenses, through Christ our Lord .”
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THE MINOR ELEVATION

You will observe how the Priest holds the Consecrated Host
over the cup of the Chalice . He raises both slightly above the
Corporal after saying ,

“ Through whom , O Lord , Thou dost always create , sanc
tify , vivify , bless and grant to us Thy gifts . Through Him ,
and with Him , and in Him , is to Thee , God the Father Al
mighty , in the unity of the Holy Ghost , all honor and glory ,
world without end. Amen ."

As he says these last words he raises both the Host and the
Chalice , as you observe in the photograph .
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THE PATER NOSTER
( The Our Father )

The Priest speaks to God in our Lord's own words saying the
“Our Father " :

“ Our Father , Who art in Heaven , hallowed be Thy name ;
Thy kingdom come ... and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us . And lead us not into
temptation , but deliver us from evil . Amen ."
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THE PRIEST PURIFIES THE PATEN

Up to this moment the Consecrated Host has rested upon the
Corporal . Now the Celebrant cleanses the Paten in preparation

for the breaking of the Host . He says the following prayer :

" Deliver us , O Lord , from all evils past , present , and to
come ; and by the intercession of the Blessed and ever Glor
ious Virgin Mary , and of all the saints , grant that we
may be always free from sin , and secure from all disturb
ance through Christ our Lord . Amen . "
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THE PRIEST KISSES THE PATEN

After the Priest has cleansed the Paten he signs himself , kiss
ing the Paten saying the words,

“Graciously grant peace in our days , through the help of
Thy bountiful mercy . ”
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THE PRIEST PLACES THE HOST ON THE PATEN

The cause of our trouble in the world is sin . The sin of our
first parents has caused all of the social troubles we have today

in the world . It has caused greed , economic disturbance and war .
Peace of soul , and a perfect resignation to the Goodness of God
present in the Blessed Sacrament lessens the possibility of sin .

" O Jesus , God of infinite love and mercy , how was it pos
sible that Thou shouldst come to us and become present here
on this altar ? The angels of heaven can not receive Thee
and Thou hast given Thy adorable Flesh and Blood to me .
How can I ever again offend Thee , dear Saviour ?"

61 CATALIZI



YOUR MASS VISIBLE

AW

THE BREAKING OF THE HOST

After the Consecration you will observe that the Priest makes
several genuflections in reverence to our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament . You have noticed that the Priest has made several
crosses over the Consecrated Particles or Species , all commemor
ating the acts of our Lord at the Last Supper . He breaks the
Bread as our Lord did , placing one -half on the little dish called
the Paten . He holds the other portion in his left hand , conclud
ing the prayer , “Libera Nos” ( “Deliver us ” ) as follows :

" Through the same Jesus Christ , Thy Son , our Lord , Who
liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy
Ghost , God , world without end . Amen ."
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A SMALL PARTICLE OF THE HOST IS COMMINGLED
WITH THE WINE

After placing one -half of the Host on the Paten the Celebrant
takes the portion he still holds in his left hand and breaks off a
small fragment and mingles it with the wine , saying :

“May this commingling and Consecration of the Body
and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ obtain for all who re
ceive It eternal life .”

( It was a custom in the early Church to use a small particle broken from the
large Consecrated Host for the Communion of the Faithful .)

PRAISE
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THE LAMB OF GOD
(Agnus Dei )

God is glorious in Heaven , powerful on Earth and terrible in
Hell . But now Jesus comes gentle and mild as a lamb , full of
sweetness and willing to bear the sins of the whole world . Strike
your breast now and say :

“ Lamb of God , who takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy on me.”

In Masses for the Dead the Faithful say , "Give them rest ” in
stead of “Have mercy on me."
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THE PRIEST REMOVES THE HOST FROM THE PATEN

Having completed the Communion prayers , the Priest genu .
flects in adoration of the Sacred Species and rising , takes the
Sacred Host into his hands saying :

" I will take the Bread of Heaven and call upon the name
of the Lord .”

PAASC

65



YOUR MASS VISIBLE

THE , " O LORD , I AM NOT WORTHY ”

After taking the Host into his left hand and holding the Paten
under it with the same hand , the Celebrant bows reverently and
strikes his breast with his right hand - this action is symbolical
of his humility - and he repeats three times the words of the cen .
turian found in the Holy Bible :

“ Lord , I am not worthy that Thou shouldst enter under
my roof , only say the word and my soul shall be healed .”
(three times ) . After each recitation of this prayer the server
rings the bell .

66



YOUR MASS VISIBLE

THE COMMUNION OF THE HOST

The Priest bends over reverently , holding the Paten in his left
hand and he receives the Host after making the sign of the cross

with the Host saying ,

"May the body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep my soul
unto life everlasting .”

Having received the Host , the Priest with eyes cast down
pauses to pray silently for a few moments .

CALL
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THE PREPARATION FOR COMMUNION OF THE
PRECIOUS BLOOD

After his quiet meditation and reception of the Host the Priest
removes the Pall which he places to the back of the altar (Mensa )
and takes the Paten to pick up the little particles of the Host
which may still be on the Corporal . You will notice the Priest
genuflects after the uncovering of the Chalice to adore the Pree
ious Blood . After purifying the Paten over the Chalice , he says ,

"What shall I render to the Lord for all the things that
He hath rendered unto me?"
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THE CONSUMPTION OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD

The Priest takes the Chalice in his right hand and the Paten
in his left hand and says the prayer ,

“ I will take the Chalice of salvation , and call upon the
name of the Lord . Praising , I will call upon the Lord, and I
will be saved from my enemies . "

The Priest makes the sign of the cross before himself with the
Chalice saying :

"May the Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ preserve my
soul to life everlasting . Amen ."
At this point in the Mass the Faithful who are to receive

Communion proceed to the Communion rail and those who can
not receive offer up their hearts and souls in spiritual Commun
ion . Spiritual Communion is simple , yet powerful in grace . It is
just a real and sincere desire and wish to receive our Lord in
Holy Communion .

.
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THE FIRST ABLUTION

While the Faithful are saying the beautiful prayer of the
spiritual Communion , which follows ,

“ Omy Jesus , I firmly believe that Thou art present in the
most adorable Sacrament : I love Thee above all things . I
desire to receive Thee into my heart . Come , my Jesus , I
give Thee my heart and my soul , let me be united to Thee
forever . Amen ."

the server proceeds to the Epistle side or right side of the altar
with the cruets containing unconsecrated wine and water . The
Celebrant standing at the center of the altar turns and receives
wine for the first ablution saying ,

"Grant, O Lord , what we have taken into our mouths
may be received with a pure mind ; as a temporal gift , may
it become unto us an eternal remedy."
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THE SECOND ABLUTION

The Priest goes to the right side of the altar where he receives
both water and wine . You will notice that the wine and water

are poured over his fingers to remove the particles which still
may remain on his fingers since the Consecration , saying :

“May Thy Body , O Lord , which I have received , and Thy
Blood which I have drunk cleave to my heart ...'
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THE PRIEST REASSEMBLES THE ARTICLES USED
AT THE HOLY SACRIFICE

After drying his fingers on the Purificator the Priest consumes
the second ablution , as you have noted , and wipes his lips and the
inside of the Chalice with the Purificator . He reassembles the
articles on the altar . The Faithful should commit the following
prayer to niemory :

“ Thou art the Good Shepherd Who hast given Thy life
for Thy sheep . Have mercy on the Church . Guard and guide

our Holy Father , the Pope , bless our bishops and protect and
guide our pastors ."
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THE PREPARATION FOR AFTER THE COMMUNION

The server carries the book and places it on the Epistle side
where the Communion verse is read . It consists usually of a sin
gle verse of scripture of a joyful nature and varies with the feasts
and seasons of the year . This prayer was called the Communion
because it was said by the Faithful in the early days of Christian .
ity and chanted by the choir during the distribution of Holy Com .
munion . The Communion verse at the Mass is as follows :

“As often as you shall eat this bread , and drink the cha
lice , you shall show forth the death of the Lord , until He
come ; therefore whosoever shall eat this bread or drink the
chalice of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of the Body
and Blood of the Lord . Alleluia ."

In Masses for the Dead : “May light eternal shine upon
them , O Lord ; with Thy saints forever , because Thou art
merciful. Eternal rest give to them , O Lord ; and let per
petual light shine upon them : with Thy saints forever , be
cause Thou art merciful ." den
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BEFORE THE DOMINUS VOBISCUM

When the Priest has finished the Communion verse at the
Er : tle side of the altar he returns to the center of the altar,
bcws reverently and kisses it , turns to the congregation and says ,

" The Lord be with you . ” (“Dominus Dobiscum " )

The server answers ,

" And with Thy Spirit ." (" Et cum spiritu tuo ." )

(Refer M.S.M. - Feast or Sunday)
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THE POSTCOMMUNION
The Priest returns to the right side of the altar .
With his hands extended the Priest says the last Prayer (Post

communion ) .

“Grant us , O Lord , we beseech Thee , that we may have to
the full that eternal enjoyment of Thy Godhead , which is
prefigured by Thy precious Body and Blood which we re
ceive in this present life . Who livest and reignest .

These prayers are called Postcommunion since they follow as
a thanksgiving after Communion . Mention is made of the Body
and Blood of Christ which has been received . At the conclusion
of these prayers the Priest closes the Missal and returns to the
center of the altar .

in Masses for the Dead , “We beseech Thee , O Lord , that
the prayer of Thy suppliants may benefit the souls of Thy
servants and handmaids ; that Thou mayest deliver them
from all their sins , and make them partakers of Thy re .
demption . Who livest ... 'O
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THE LAST BLESSING

The Priest returns to the center of the altar , bows reverently ,
as he kisses the altar and again says :

“ Dominus vobiscum " ( " The Lord be with you " ).

He then requests the blessing of the Lord before the congrega .
tion saying :

“May Almighty God bless you , Father, Son and Holy
Ghost . Amen ."

You will observe that the Priest does not sign himself but
raises his hands in benediction over the congregation .

In Masses for the Dead , no blessing is given , but the Priest
says , “May they rest in peace ". The Mass server replies , “ Amen ".
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THE LAST GOSPEL

Having completed the blessing , the Celebrant proceeds to the
left side of the altar . He says :

“ The Lord be with you ”.

The server responds :
“And with Thy spirit . ”

The Priest makes the sign of the cross upon the altar and signs
himself saying :

" The beginning of the Holy Gospel according to St. John . "

And the server responds ,
"Glory be to Thee , O Lord .”

77



YOUR MASS VISIBLE

�

+

THE PRAYERS AT THE FOOT OF THE ALTAR

Having completed the Last Gospel the Priest proceeds to the
center of the altar , bows reverently and then goes to the foot of
the altar and , kneeling on the lowest step , recites the prayers as
directed by our Holy Father and any additional prayers directed
by His Excellency , the Most Reverend Archbishop or Bishop of
his diocese .

“Hail , Holy Queen , Mother of mercy , our life , our sweet
ness , and our hope ! To thee do we cry , poor banished chil.
dren of Eve . To thee do we send up our sighs , mourn
ing and weeping in this valley of tears . Turn then , most
gracious advocate , thine eyes of mercy toward us ; and after
this our exile show unto us the Blessed Fruit of thy womb,
Jesus . O Clement , O Loving , O Sweet Virgin Mary.”
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THE PRIEST PREPARES TO LEAVE THE SANCTUARY

After having completed the prayers at the foot of the altar the
Priest ascends to the altar , takes the covered Chalice , bows rever
ently and returns to the foot of the altar where he genuflects re
ceiving his Biretta . The great Sacrifice of the Holy Mass is over
and the King of kings reigns supreme in the tabernacle of His
love . "He was in the world , and the world was made by Him , and
the world knew Him not . He came into His own and His own re
ceived Him not . But as many as received Him to them He gave
power to become the sons of God ; to them that believe in His
Name ."
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THE PRIEST RETURNS TO THE SACRISTY

After having genuflected , the server and Priest return to the
sacristy as the Priest says the following prayer ,

“ O Jesus , my Lord and my God ! I thank Thee for having
come to me . I now possess Thee Who art eternal life . Thou ,
my Saviour, art now present within my soul . Thou art now
most intimately united with me . I thank Thee from my
neart , O Jesus ! Praise be to God . Amen ."
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AFTER MASSES FOR THE DEAD
After Masses for the Dead the following special absolution
prayers are said , (P-Priest ; R - Response ) :
" Deliver me , O Lord , from everlasting death on that dread day

when the heavens and the earth shall be moved , and Thou shalt
come to judge the world by fire ."
" I am struck with fear and trembling at the thought of judg

ment and the wrath to come . When the heavens and the earth
shall be moved , and Thou shalt come to judge the world by fire ."
" That day is a day of wrath, of wasting and of misery , a dread

ful day and exceeding bitter , when Thou shalt come to judge the
world by fire ."
“ Eternal rest grant unto him (her ) , O Lord ; and let perpetual
light shine upon him (her ) .”
“Lord, have mercy on us.”. "Lord have mercy on us.'
" Christ, have mercy on us. Our Father ( inaudibly )

During the Our Father , the Priest , having put incense into the
censer , sprinkles the corpse with holy water , after which he in
censes it . He then says :
P. “And lead us not into temptation.” R. “Amen."
R. “ But deliver us from evil .' P. “ O Lord ! hear my prayer.”
P. “ From the gate of hell ." R. "And let my cry come unto Thee.”
R. “ Deliver his (her) soul, O Lord.” P. “ The Lord be with you."
P. “May he (she) rest in peace.' R. “ And with thy spirit.”.

LET US PRAY
" O God ! to whom it belongeth always to show mercy and to

spare , we humbly beseech Thee for the soul of Thy servant N. ,
whom Thou hast called out of this world , that Thou deliver him
(her ) not into the hands of the enemy , nor forget him (her ) for
ever ; but command that he (she ) be received by Thy Holy Angels
and taken to Paradise , his (her ) true country , and that as he ( she )
hath believed and hoped in Thee , he (she ) may not suffer the
pains of hell , but have joy everlasting : Through the same Christ
our Lord .”
R. “Amen ."

It's New-Sound and Vision on the HOLY MASS
( Liturgically and Rubrically Correct )

THE CATHOLIC " VISATONE " LIBRARY
( 1 ) You learn by seeing the beautiful color slides on the Holy
Sacrifice — 80 slides (as studied in “ Your Mass Visible ." )
Every important action of the Priest is considered and ex
plained in a popular and understandable fashion by the Rev.
John M. Brady , School of Religion , De Paul University , Chi
cago , Ill.

( 2 ) You hear a background of Church organ music directed by
the Rev. Emmet Kelly , Dean of Loras College Conservatory
of Music , Dubuque , Iowa , organ accompaniment by Dr. Ed
ward Eigenschenk, American Conservatory of Music , Chi
cago , Ill .

( 3) The complete program lasts thirty minutes and can be played
on any phonograph .

It is recommended and enthusiastically endorsed by leading edu
cators and specialists ( liturgists ) .

15,000 Other Subjects in Art , History , Science .

For Further Information Write
ALLIED EDUCATIONAL SERVICE
Box 26, DUBUQUE , IOWA , U. S. A.
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